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REPORT 


FKOM 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


OK    THE 


8AIiE    OF   CORN; 


WITH   THE 


MINUTES    OF   EVIDEiNGE, 


APPENDIX,      AND      INDEX. 


Ordered,  by  the  House  of  Commons^  to  be  Printed, 
25  7tt/y  1834. 


517.  a 
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Mercunij  30°  die  Aprilis^  1834. 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  present  Practices 
of  Selling  Corn  throughout  the  United  Kingdom^  with  a  view  to  the  better  Regulation 
thereof,  and  to  Report  their  Observations  thereupon  to  the  House : 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of-— 

Mr.  Vernon.  Mr.  Pendanres. 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewis.  Sir  Charles  BurrelL 

The  Marquis  of  Chandos.  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre. 

Mr.  Blamire.  Mr.  Ayshford  Sanford. 

Mr.  Alexander  Baring.  Mr.  Addams  Williams. 

Lord  Viscount  Ebrington.  Mr.  Benett. 

Mr.  John  Maxwell.  Mr.  Patrick  Stewart 

Mr.  Heathcote.  Sir  George  Strickland. 

Mr.  John  Collier.  Mr.  Evelyn  Denison. 

Mr.  Edward  Cayley.  Lord  Viscount  Sandon. 

Mr.  Henry  Handley.  Mr.  Tooke. 

Lord  Waterpark.  Mr.  Robert  Clive. 

Sir  William  Folkes.  Colonel  Torrens. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull.  Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Law  Hodges.  Mr.  Lyall. 

Mr.  Warburton.  Mr.  Jephson. 

Sir  Thomas  Fremantle.  Mr.  Tower. 

Mr.  Leech.  Mr.  More  OTerrall. 

Mr.  Lambert.  Mr.  Tatton  Egerton. 

Mr.  Estcourt.  Mr.  Vigors. 
Sir  John  Wrottesley. 

And  they  are  to  meet  To-morrow,  in  The  Speaker's  Chamber ;  and  have  power  to  send 
for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  of  the  Committee  be  a  Quorum. 


Veneris^  2**  die  Maiij  1834. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  and  Mr.  Beilby  Thompson  be  added  to  the 
Committee. 


Veneris,  23*  die  Maii,  1834. 

Ordered,  That  Lord  Viscount  Stormont  and  Mr.  James  Oswald  be  added  to  tlie 
Committee. 


Veneris^  25**  die  Juiii^  1834* 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  report  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them. 

Report  brought  up  and  read,  and  ordered  to  be  Printed. 
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REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  present 
Practices  of  Selling  Corn  throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
with  a  view  to  the  better  Regulation  thereof;  ^nd  to  report  their 
Observations  thereupon,  together  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them,  to  The  House ; — -Have  examined  into  the  matters 
referred  to  them,  and  agreed  to  the  following  REPORT. 


IN  pursuing  the  Inquiry  confided  to  them,  Your  Committee  proceeded 
fo  examine  persons  who  had  turned  their  attention  to  this  subject,  and 
others  who  have  been  largely  engaged  in  some  of  the  chief  Corn  Markets 
of  the  Kingdom  ;  among  whom  were  several  Scientific  Persons,  Merchants^ 
Corn  Factors,  Land  Surveyors,  Farmers,  and  Millers.  ▼ 

Your  Committee  have  also  referred  to  a  Return  printed  in  pursuance  of  Return,  No.  10$. 
an  Order  of  this  House,  of  the  10th  day  of  March  last.     This  document  *'^  Appendix. 
contains  Returns  from  the  Corn  Inspectors  of  150  Market  Towns,  and 
from  the  Sheriffs'  Substitute  of  Scotland. 

They  have  also  referred  to  another  Return  made  by  the  proper  Officers  Retam,  No.  106. 
of  the  Commissariat  Department,  and  Victualling  Department  of  the  S««  Appendix. 
Navy,  in  pursuance  of  another  Order  of  this  House,  of  the  27th  day  of 
February  last. 

They  have  also  referred  to  the  Fifth  Report  of  a  Committee  of  this  See  Appendix. 
House,  appointed  in  1796,  to  take  into  consideration  the  high  price  of 
Corn. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  a  detailed  Examination  of  the  ;»<?«  Letters  of 
valuable  Evidence  adduced  in  the  course  of  this  Investigation,  as  well  as  ^'  Anderson, 
of  the  important  Documents  referred  to,  and  printed  in  the  Appendix.  Appendix.*"'   ^'  ^^ 
They  will  be  found  to  illustrate  the  necessity  for  some  essential  Improve- 
ments in  the  subject-matter  of  this  Inquiry,  and  to  show  the  differences 
of  opinion  that  may  be  entertained  upon  questions  like  the  present,  which 
is  so  purely  one  of  fact,  that  there  is  no  part  of  it  which  may  not  be 
demonstrated  by  actual  practice  and  experiment.     It  would  have  been 
impossible  to  convey,  by  means  of  a  Summary,  any  adequate  impression 
of  the  interesting  Statements,fjracts,  and  Calculations,  communicated  by 
several  of  the  Witnesses,  bearing  upon  many  points  incidental   to  the 
Inquiry,  which  can  be  but  briefly  indicated  in  the  Report. 

The  late  period  of  the  Session  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  close  the 
Inquiry  without  receiving  further  Evidence  from  Ireland,  and  other  parts 
of  the'  Kingdom  ;  but  it  is  believed  that  all  the  main  principles  and 
considerations  have  been  sufficiently  developed,  either  in  the  Report  or 
in  the  Evidence,  to  guide  the  future  labours  of  the  Legislature  upon  this 
important  subject. 

The  general  result  of  the  inquiries  of  your  Committee  is,  that  the  Sale  of  Cooke.  Bass,  3«3» 
Com  is  conducted  upon  three  systems,  contrary  to,  and,  taken  singly,  Jf^  ^*P  ^  ^^^^^ 
incompatible  with,  each  other.     By  Measure  alone ;  by  Weight  alone ;  by  Page,  pauim. 
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F.  Sandan. 
Webb. 


Cooke. 
Bass. 
Palmer. 
Begbi6. 


Measure  (to  use  the  terms  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  179^0 
regulated  by  Weight;  or  more  properly  speaking,  by  Measmre  with 
a  fixed  Weight  per  Measure.  * 

There  is  a  fourth  system,  namely.  Measure,  with  the  actual  Weight 
pdPMeasure  in  each  case  ;  which  is  more  or  less  adopted  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts  where  Measure  prevails.     This  last  system  will  be  found  tffhe  as, 
perfect  as  the  nature  of  things  will  permit,  and  may^  be  adapted  to  either 
of  the  first  two. 

The  leading  diversities  or  contrarieties  above  stated,  have  been  aggra- 
vated in  their  effects  by  other  diversities  connected  with  them. 


See  Keturn  from 
Inspectors,  passim. 
Page,  aaio. 
Cooke,  5*    Webb, 
3394-  3400. 
J.  Sandars,  2053. 
Webb,  3350. 
Dowson,  371  !• 
Sutton,  S045. 

Wib^n,  3683  to 
9684.  Craig,  dC^. 


DIVERSITIES. 

Thus  in  the  districts  where  Weight  is  used,  it  is  often  a  tale  or  rate 
of  weight  different  from  that  in  use  in  other  places  where  Weight  is 
used  ;  and  where  Measure  is  used,  it  is  often  a  different  kind  of  measure 
from  that  in  use  in  other  places ;  and  different  Multiples  of  the  same 
Measure  are  used  in  different  places.  ^ 

Sometimes  all  ihe  above  contrary  systems,  and  sometimes  several  of 
the  above  species  of  diversity,  exist  in  the  same  place,  as  at  Liverpool, 
Bristol  and  Glasgow. 

It  may  be  useful,  as  affording  some  clue  to  the  appropriate  remedies 
for  these  diversities,  to  indicate  the  causes  from  whence  they  have  respec- 
tively sprung.  The  leading  contrariety,  namely,  the  use  of  Weight  in 
one  place  and  of  Measjire  in  another,  may  be  traced  to  the  establishment 
by  Law  of  Weight  as  the  Standard  for  the  sale  of  Corn  in  Ireland. 
All  places  having  considerable  traffic  in  Com  with  that  country,  were 
forced  to  employ  the  Standard  in  use  there.  The  third  method, 
namely,  that  of  selling  by  9  fixed  Weight,  arose  partly  from  the  example 
given  by  those  places  where  the  Irish  pracltce  was  adopted,  and  partly 
from  a  vague  idea  that  the  quality  depended  more  upon  the  Weight 
thail  upon  the  Measure. 

The  diversities  of  these  different  systems  are  attributable  toother  causes. 
In  fixing  upon  the  tale  of  Weight,  Liverpool  probably  adopted  the  actual 
weight  of  the  Bushel  in  use  in  that  part  of  the  country,  or  such  an  ap- 
proximation to  it,  as  should  also  be  an  aliquot  part  of  the  weights  used 
in  Ireland. 

With  respect  to  the  other  diversities  of  Weight,  they  arose  probably 
from  the  variation  in  the  qualities  of  Corn  of  the  respective  distiicts 
where  such  diversities  prevail ;  it  being  natural,  in  fixing  a  Standard 
Weight,  to  prefer  that  of  the  Corn  grown  in  the  district,  which  in  most 
instances,  when  the  intercourse  was  iess^pid  and  frequent  than  it  now 
is,  would  be  the  only  Corn  sold  in  the  market  of  that  district. 

The  differences  in  Measure  are  to  be  traced  to  the  failure  of  previous 
attempts  to  drive  ou#  the  old  Measures  in  order  to  make  way  for  the 
new  Standards ;  and  the  use  of  different  multiples,  (especially  the  differ- 
ence of  Loads,)  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  description  of  vehicles  and  the 
modes  of  conveyance  adopted  in  those  parts  (Devonshire  for  instance), 
where,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  it  might  be  necessary  to 
use  smaller  or  larger  Loads. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  inveteracy  of  ancient  custom,  so  slowly  broken  in 
upon  by  new  improvements,  would  better  explain  the  continued  existence 
pf  diversities  that  have  no  merit  or  use  at  this  day. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  be  the  origin  of  these  practices,  the  people  have  now  no  coh-» 
cern.  but  with  ^ 

THEEVItS. 

Thb  principal  evil  is  that  which  result  from  the  use  of  contrary  Page,  1315. 
Systems ;  for  mstancej*  Corn  may  be  bought  in  one  place  by  Weight, 
to  be  sold  in  another  place  by  Measure,  which  Systems  not  being 
reducible  into  each  other  from  the  want  of  a  common  point  of  relation, 
it  is  impossible  to  determine  at  what  rate  such  Corn  should  be  sold 
without  the  application  of  both  of  them  combined,  as  will  be  hereafter  0. 

shown. 

The  same  cause  leads  to  constant  disputes  and  misunderstandings, 
such  as  would  occur  in  the  commercial  intercourse  of  men  ignorant 
of  each  other's  language.  In  the  Evidence  of  Mr*  Roche  is  a  remark- 
able Letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Limerick  illustrative  of 
this  fact. 

•  Owing  to  the  dealings  of  different  parts  of  the  country  bemg  carried  on 
by  Weight  in  one  part,  and  by  Measure  in  another,  it  is  sometimes  thought 
tiecessaiKjr,  in  case  of  dispute^  or  apprehension  of  dispute,  to  weigh  the 
whole,  as  well  as  to  measure  the  whole,  of  a  cargo  of  Corn,  in  order  Dudin,  3308. 
that  the  result  may  be  compared  with  that  made  out  at  the  place  where  Page,  40^9. 
the  cargo  was  shipped.     In  consequence  of  this,  the  labour  of  discharg-  *"*^^'  35C«. 
ing  the  cargo  is  greatly  increased. 

Of  the  evils  produced  by  the  diversities  of  the  respective  systems,  the  Cooke,  8. 
roost  general  one  is  the  occasional  confusion  ^  experienced  in  the  conduct  Bans,  298. 
of  their  business  by  persons  whose  skill  does  not  enable  them  to  cal-  wcbb^a^StoaaGs. 

CulatC  readily.  Blurton,  iiBga. 

♦  ....  Djiulevie,,i690. 

But  there  are  several  other  petty  inconveniences  which  arise  from  the  J,  Sandare,  1591. 
respective  diversities  of  such  systems.  These  inconveniences  assume  different  If^'  ^**^' 
ibrms,  and  give  rise  to  different  amounts  of  injury,  according  to  the  nature  stead,  637. 
jaad  frequency  of  the  transactions  in  which  the  Standards  are  required 
to  be  employed. 

There  is,  however,  one  evil  of  widely  mischievous  effect,  which 
all  the  above  enumerated  fpntrarieties  and  diversities  combine  to 
produce :  the  Quotations  in  the  public  prints  of  the  Prices  of  Corn  in  tft 
different  Markets  of  the  kingdom,  are  thereby  rendered  uninteUijgible^ 
and  in  a  great  degree  useless. 

QUOTATIONS.  Ba«»,578. 

X  Sandare,  1590. 

As   the  Quotations    are   the   only  means  within   the   reach   of  the  Pag«s  1288. 1295. 
Farmer   or  small  Deafer  of  learning  the  state  of  the  Markets,   they  wTbb,' 335a.  3364. 
become  a  matter  of  very  general  importance  to  that  class  of  persons.  33^5- 3389.  3393- 
The  Merchant  and  the  large  Dealer  havinj^e  benefit  of  extensive  cprres-  "^^n^van^a^^^^ 
pondence  with  persons  engaged  in  the  'ffi.de  tbrofghout  the  kingdom,  Dowson/3717.' 
do  not  so  much  require  them.     If  the  evil  were  confined  to  the  mere  Fcarqside,  1062. 
exclusion  of  a  part  of  the  information  which   it  is  desirable  that  the  Bas8l466.4go.569. 
Farmer  should  have  in  onUr  to  regulate  his  transactions,  less  importance  578- 
might  be  attached  to  it.     But  th^re  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  imperfection  in  the  Quotations,  the  Farmer  is  liable  to  be  wnj^p,«696.a699. 
deprived  of  the  &ir  Market  Price  for  his  produce,  through  the  superior  Blurton,  &9 15. 
skill  and  informTOon  of  the  more  experienced  Dealer.     The  Farnjer  being  Craig,  3204. 
only  a  grower,  and  his  skill  and  attention  being  applied  chiefly  to  culti- 
vation, he  has  not  in  this  matter  the  same  tacility  as  the  Dealer,  whose 
skill  and  attention  are  almost  exclusively  directed  to  the  turn  of  different 
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Fellows,  1814. 
T,  Sandare,^i593. 


Fearoside,  1075. 
J.  Sandare,  1593. 
D0W8OD1  3737. 


Stead,  79 1. 


Page,  1343. 

F.  Sandars,  1543. 


Cocke,  to  to  24. 

^34* 

Bass,  578  to  586- 


Page,  tt96. 1340. 


See  Preamble  to 
Weights  and  Mea- 
sures Act. 


markets.     It  is  the  business  of  the  Dealer  to  be  well  informed  of  the  st^te 
of  prices,  but  it  forms  a  very  small  part  of  the  business  of  the  Farmer. 

The  Quotations  have  been  rega:rded  as  of  importance  merely  for 
statistical  or  speculative  purposes,  but  they  are  in  fact  of  the  highest 
importance  in  a  practical  pomt  of  view. 

The  value  of  a  Commodity  being  dependant  on  the  state  of  the  supply 
and  demand,  and  the  value  of  different  Commodities  also  influencing  the 
value  of  each  other,  all  people  are  ipore  or  less  interested  in  obtaining 

food  information  respecting  them.  Information  of  the  state  of  the 
larket  in  one  district  is  not  sufficient,  for  the  state  of  that  Market  may 
depend  upon  peculiar  locality  as  well  as  i!pon  the  general  state  of  other 
Markets :  it  is  necessary  therefore,  that  the  Information  should  include  all 
the  Markets  that  may  influence  each  other.  The  facility  of  transit  which 
now  exists  would  bring  most  of  the  Markets  in  the  Kingdom  within  this 
rule ;  for  though  some  of  them  may  not  operate  directly  upon  the 
particular  Markets  the  state  of  which  it  might  be  required  to  know  in  any 
case,  yet  as  fney  do  operate  upon  others  which  exercise  an  influence  m 
that  direction,  they  ought  not  to  be  left  out  of  view. 

It  is  requisite  in  all  cases  that  the  Statement  of  the  Quotations  should 
be  intelligible,  and  the  points  of  comparison  exhibited  in  parallel,  so  that 
the  calculations  and  inferences  deducible  from  them  may  be  readily 
obtained. 

The  Quantities  should  be  expressed  in  the  same  terms.  The  Price 
should  be  stated  in  the  same  terms  ;  and  if  the  variations  of  price  arise 
from  any  other  cause  than, the  state  of  the  Market,  that  cause  should  bfe 
indicated.  4 

Let  these  rules  be  applied  to  the  commodity  Corn,  and  it  will  be  fmind 
that  the  Quantities  are  expressed  in  different  terms ;  that  the  Statements 
of  Price  also  vary  according^^ ;  and  that  the  variations  of  price  on  account 
of  difference  of  Quality  are  not  stated  at  all. 

In  short,  none  of  the  conditions  of  a  good  Quotation  are  complied 
with  unde^the  present  system.  # 

Now  Corn  in  its  several  species,  being  beyond  all  other  commodities 
^dispensable  to  the  subsistence  of  Man,  iKgoverns  the  value  of  things  in 
a  higher  degree  than  any  other  commodity.  Wages,  Rent  and  Profits  are 
all  to  a  great  degree  determined  by  it.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore, 
that  the  information  regarding  it  should  be  complete,  accurate  and 
universal,  so  that  all  men  throughout  the  Country  may  refer  to  it  as  to  one 
common  Standard  of  Value.  ^ 

WANT  OF  UNIFORMITY  A  SUFFICIENT  GROUND  FOR  LEGISLATIVE 
INTERFERENCE,  WHERE  PRACTICABLE  AND  NOT  INJURIOUS. 

But  your  Committee  are  o^pinion,  that  if  there  were  no  peculiar  evils 
to  be  traced  to  the  cditrariety  and  diversity  in  the  practices  of  selling  Com 
in  this  country,  the  call  for  a  change  might  be  rested  simply  on  the  want  of 
uniformity  in  regard  to  a  commodity  which  l^so  large  an  effect  on  the 
transactions  of  life.  ~ 

The  principle  of  uniformity,  where  it  is  practicable,  has  been  acknow- 
ledged and  supported  by  the  declarations  of  the  Legislature  on  previous 
occ^ions  with  regard  to  uniformity  of  Weights  and  4^easures,  by  the 
constant  efforts  of  this  and  every  civilized  country  to  assimilate  the  laws 
which  govern  the  different  parts  of  the  same  kingdom,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  one  common  Coinage  or  Currency,  and  in  short,  by  all  those 
means  through  which  every  great  empi|^  is  sought  to  be  consolidated. 

And 
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And  at  a  period  when  the  importance  of  the  subject  of  National  Educa-  Page,  124a 
tion  has  been  recognized  by  the  Legislature,  it  is  impossible  to  deny  the 
valuable  tendency  to  that  end,  which  is  produced  by  every  step  towards 
uniformity  in  the  Laws,  Customs  and  Practices  of  a  Nation,  in  as  far  as  it 
brings  all  the  people  of  the  same  country  within  the  influence  of  the 
same  sympathies. 

The  removal  of  all  obstructions  to,  or  unnecessary  complications  in 
the  active  business  of  life,  is  also  calculated  to  diminish  the  duU|6  of  the 
Legislature,  and  to  facilitate  the  administration  of  the  law. 

In  the  same  degree  the  national  morals  are  improved  through  the  less 
frequent  occasion  for  having  recourse  to  litigation,  which  is  induced  by 
putting  into  every  man's  hand  the  power  of  protecting  himself  from  fraud,  or 
by  securing  prompt  and  certain  redress  in  case  it  should  be  committed. 

Admitting  the  force  of  these  principles  in  relation  to  the  practice  of 
selling  Corn,  it  becomes  less  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  advantages 
of  a  change ;  the  inquiry  is  therefore  limited  to  the  disadvantages  or 
the  impediments  that  render  it  expedient,  in  this  instance,  to  depart 
from,  or  hesitate  to  adopt  the  common  course  of  policy* 

Nor  have  any  objections  been  urged  ^^gainst  the  establishment  of  Bas8,3i6.358.4ot* 
a  uniform  system  :  some,  indeed,  say  that  it  is  not  necessary  ;  others,  that  F^^jde.^u2o 
although  desirable  in  itself  it  would  be  impracticable.     If,  however,  it  be   Dowson,  3711, ' 
practicable,  and  free   from   any  injurious   effects,  then  as  it  is  one  of  ^'*^' 
those  matters  which,  (from  the' want  of  sufficient  authority  to  bind  others,  Page^  1385, 13S6. 
or  from  confined  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  present  systems,)  individuals,  M^S. 
or  even  classes  or  districts,  cannot  effect  for  themselves,  it  becomes  the' ^^^^[^^^^ 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  interfere  in  their  behalf.     This  would  seem  Felbwes,  181a. 
to  be  one  of  that  peculiar  class  of  cases  in  which  it  is  proper  for  the  *^^ 
Legislature  to  interpose  its  authority,  in  order  to  encourage  or  to  enforce 
a  s}stem  conducive  to  the  general  interests  of  the  community ;  a  result 
which  can  be  but  slowly  and  imperfectly  attained  by  the  unaided  efforts 
of  individuals.     In  the  Returns    from  the  Inspectors,  several  cases  are 
stated  of  attempts  on  the  part  of  Merchants  and  other  intelligent  persons 
to  introduce  improved  methods,  having  been  entirely  frustrated  by  the 
resistance  of  the  ignorapt  and  the  prejudiced. 

THAT  THE  STANDARD  PRESCRIBED  SHOULD  BE  COMPLETE  FOR 

rrs  PURPOSES. 

Fob  the  forgoing  reasons,  Your  Committee  having  come  to  the  con-  Bluiton,  tgiv. 
elusion  that  uniformity  of  practice  ought  to  be  established,  and  that  it  is  '•  Sandars,  1608, 
a  subject  within  the  proper  scope  of  legislative  interference,  now  pro-  ' 

ceed  to  investigate  the  contrary  systems  that  prevail,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine which  of  them  accomplishes  all  the  purposes  of  a  Standard  for 
the  Sale  of  Corn,  at  the  least  expense  of  Time,  Labour  and  Money. 

One  result  of  the  investigation  into  this  branch  of  the  subject,  is  the  Page,  1381, 
discovery  that  three  of  the  Standards  now  in  use  are  incomplete  for  their 
purpose.  This  is  an  evil,  than  which,  in  relation  to  any  object,  none  can 
be  greater;  but  in  the  case  of  Standards  of  Weights  and  Measures,  which 
govern  in  so  great  a  degree  the  value  of  other  things,  it  is  increased  in  an 
almost  infinite  ratio.  As  in  the  case  of  those  evils  which  arise  from  jhe 
contrariety  of  systems  now  in  use,  or  from  the  diversities  of  those  systevis, 
the  amount  of  this  evil  must  be  estimated  by  the  number  and  frequency^ 
or  aggregate  importajice,  of  the  transactions  which  require  the  application 
of  the  Standard. 
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J.  Sandan,  3070. 


Calfaghan,  3971, 
J.  SaodarB,  14834 
Ruston,  3569. 
Dr.  AndersQOi 
3693* 


Page,  14S9,  4016, 

4017. 

Dr.  Anderson y 

363a.  3644.  3939- 


SYSTEMS  PROPOSED  TO  BE  ESTABLISHED.  THE  OBJECTS  OF  ANY 
SYSTEM.  SYSTEMS  CONSIDERED  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THOSE 
OBJECTS. 

To  adjust  and  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  existing  diversities,  it 
has  been  proposed,  that  the  uniform  Standard  to  be  established  throughout 
the  country  should  be. 


Dr.  Anderson,  3639. 
J.  SandarSy  1484. 
Fearntidey  1107. 
Bass,  493.  500. 
J.  Sandans,  1538. 


Palmer,  3026  to 
3032' 


1.  M|^ure  alone. 

2.  wSel 


ight  alone. 

3.  Measure  combined  with  a  fixed  Weight  per  measure,  for  each 
species  of  Corn. 

4.  Measure  combined  with  the  description  of  the  actual  Weight  of 
Com  per  a  given  measure  in  the  particular  case. 

But  first  of  all,  it  mu^t  be  assumed  that  whatever  Standard  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  Legislature,  it  is  to  be  good  in  itself,  especially 
adapted  to  the  subject,  and  complete. 

In  the  Sale  of  Corn,  which  is  the  subject.  Measure  is  not  complete. 
Weight  is  not  complete  ;  Measure  regulated  by  a  Scale  of  Weights  is  not 
complete ;  Measure,  combined  with  the  description  of  the  actual  Weight 
per  measure,  is  complete. 

In  the  Sale  of  Corn  the  object  of  the  Standard  is  two-fold,  to  check 
the  Quantity  and  to  give  the  Quality ;  and  by  a  reference  to  the  Quota- 
tions of  Prices  in  other  markets,  to  find  the  Value. 

Measure  alone  will  check  the  Quantity,  but  it  will  not  ^ive  the  Quality. 
Weight  alone  will  check  the  Quantity,  bi/t  it  will  not  give  the  Quality. 
Measure  combined   with  a  fixed  Weight  per  measure,  will  give  the 
Quantity  but  not  the  Quality, 

Measure  combined  with  a  description  of  the  Weight  per  measure,  in 
the  particular  case,  gives  both  the  Quantity  and  the  Quality. 

The  Quality  of  the  Corn  must  be  ascertained  in  order  to  find  the 
Value.  The  Quality,  upon  which  depends  the  Value,  in  respect  of  one 
parcel  of  Corn  in  comparison  with  other  parcels  of  Corn,  under  the  same 
state  of  supply  and  demand,  is  determined  by  the  proportion  of  the 
Bran  to  the  Flour.  The  Bran  and  the  Flour  exist  in  certain  proportions  in 
the  Corn,  and  the  Flour  is  of  a  certain  degree  of  fineness,  according  to  the 
total  Weight  of  a  given  Measure  of  that  parcel  of  Corn,  compared  with 
ihe  total  Weight  of  the  same^  given  Measure  of  the  same  species  of  Corn 
in  general.  Besides,  more  Flour  is  produced  from  Corn  of  greater  specific 
gravity,  and  more  Bread  is  produced  from  such  Flour,  than  from  inferior 
Corn,  or  inferior  Flour. 

These  two  ingredients,  the  Weight  and  Measure,  are  indispensable,  then, 
to  give  the  Quality,  on  which  the  Value  or  Price  chiefly  depends. 

It  has  been  said  that  Weight  and  Measure  will  not  give  the  Condition, 
and  that  the  Value  depends  also  upon  Condition  ;  and  that  as  the  combi* 
nation  of  Measure  with  the  description  of  the  Weight  per  measure  does 
not  give  Condition,  it  is  incomplete,  and  at  best  a  partial  remedy.  To 
estimate  the  value  of  this  objection,  Condition  and  Quality  must  be 
distinguished :  Quality  implies  the  inherent  properties  of  the  Corn ; 
Condition,  its  accidental  state. 

If  Corn  be  in  good  condition,  then  Measure,  combined  with  the 
description  of  the  Weight  per  measure,  gives  the  Quality  of  it. 

If  it  be  in  bad  condition,  then  also  the  combination  gives  the  Quality  of 
it,  as  compared  with  other  Corn  in  the  same  condition. 

But 
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But  in  the  latter  case  its  condition  must  be  stated ;  in  the  former  it 
need  not  be  stated,  because  the  condition  is  always  supposed  to  be  good, 
or  the  known  condition  of  the  particular  growth  of  that  species  of  Corn,  if 
it  be  not  otherwise  stated. 

And  though  Quality  is  affected  by  Condition,  and  therefore  Weight  and  Blarton,  3873. 
Measure  will,  so  for,  be  at  fault,  yet  the  Corn  being  sound,  it  tells  all  that  ^^^  »3«5-  »3«8. 
any  Standard  can  telL 

It  is  therefore  complete,  so  far  as  any  Standard  for  the  Sale  of  Corn  in  Baw,  494. 506. 
the  present  state  of  knowledge  can  be  made  complete. 

Whatever  is  requisite  to  guide  the  individual  in  his  own  transactions  Cooke,  10  to  14. 

should  form  a  part  of  the  Quotations  for  the  general  use  of  the  Pubhc.  ^I^gj^^i,  to 

Nor  is  it  enough  for  the  individual  to  know  what  the  QuaUty  of  his  own  3085. 

Corn  is;  he  also  requires  to  know  what  is  the  Market  Value  of  Corn  of  ;?•  Sandari, «i6o 
1  i.  •  ^  to  sio3, 

that  quahty. 

If  the  Variation  of  Quality  be  not  stated  with  the  Variation  of  Price,  it  Dowsod,  3718  to 
cannot    be   known   whether   such   variation   of   Price   has   arisen  from  3746- 
variation  in  quality  or  from  the  variation  in  the  state  of  the  supply  and  3607"**^°'  ^^^^  ^ 
demand,  in  reference  to  the  Com   in  hand;  or  whether  it  has  arisen 
from  a  change  in  the  anticipations  of  the  probable  future  state  of  the 
supply  and  demand,  in  reference  to  the  coming  harvest. 

As  long  as  these  causes  of  the  fluctuations  in  Price  are  mingled  with  the 
difference  in  price  that  arises  from  the  difference  in  Quality,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  reach  the  latter  in  any  way  but  by  a  guess. 

But  it  is  a  law  of  prudence,  in  all  estimates  of  value,  to  distinguish  that 
which  is  certain  from  that  which  must  be  uncertain,  in  order  to  make  the 
range  of  guess  or  speculation  narrower,  and  the  conclusion  more  easily 
attainable. 

To  act  otherwise  would  be  to  make  Commerce  what  it  once  was,  but 
which  it  happily  no  longer  is,  a  game  of  chance* 

GENERAL  REASONS  FOR  OBJECTING  TO  THE  ADOPTION  OF  AN 

IMPROVED  SYSTEM. 

But  though  it  be  good  and  applicable,  and  complete,  different  parties 
object  to  the  combination  of  Weight  and  Measure  as  the  authorized 
Standard,  because  it  is  unnecessary  or  impracticable,  or  because  it  will 
occasion  injury  or  inconvenience. 

Your  Committee  are  sensible  that  any  change  must  be  productive  of  j^^n'oari.^'Aiis 
some  degree  of  inconvenience,  or  even  of  injury ;  yet  as  the  operation  of 
the  present  diverse  and  contrary  systems  is  productive  (and  that  as  long 
as  they  continue)  of  the  same  as  well  as  of  other  mischiefs.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  permanent  character  of  the  present  evils 
should  be  put  in  comparison  with  the  temporary  character  of  the  others ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  the  latter  at  any  one  time  should  not  be  compared 
with  the  amount  of  the  former  at  any  one  time ;  but  the  total  magnitude  of 
the  one  with  the  total  magnitude  of  the  other.  And  Your  Committee  are 
also  of  opinion  (looking  at  the  whole  of  the  Evidence),  that  the  objection 
to  a  system  of  Measure  combined  with  actual  Weight  per  Measure,  because 
Tt  is  unnecessary  and  impracticable,  cannot  be  sustained. 

In  the  present  case,  iiyury  or  inconvenience  can  come  only  in  one  or 
other  of  the  following  forms  : 

In  respect  of  Accuracy,  which  is  the  first  condition  of  a  Standard. 
In  respect  of  Cost  or  unnecessary  expense. 
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In  respect  of  Time  or  waste  of  opportunity. 

In  respect  of  Labour  or  unnecessary  irksomeness. 

In  respect  of  greater  liability  to  Fraud. 

All  these  points  are  in  some  degree  involved  in  the  Cost,  because  the 
addition  to  the  Time  employed,  or  to  the  irksomeness  of  the  Labour,  or  to 
the  skill  required  to  overcome  the  tendency  to  inaccuracy,  must  all  be 
paid  for ;  but  as  the  augmentation  of  Cost  may  arise  from  one  or  other  of 
these  points,  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  them  with  the  above  parti- 
cularity. 

In  the  progress  of  this  Report,  the  application  pf  the  alx)ve  points  to 
the  different  classes  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Corn  Trade  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  as  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  indicate  such  applicatiou 
in  every  instance. 

.    COURSE  OF  TRAFFIC. 

It  has  been  before  stated,  that  the  extent  of  the  injury  or  inconvenience 
is  to  be  estimated  according  to  the  number  of  occasions  on  which  any 
party  is  likely  to  require  the  use  of  the  Standard.  Your  Committee  have 
accordingly  investigated  the  Course  of  Traffic  in  Corn  as  far  as  the  object 
of  the  present  Inquiry  is  concerned.  Much,  valuable  information  on  this- 
head  will  be  found  in  the  Evidence. 

t»as»>  :3;t4.  In  considering  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind 

that  the  extent  of  the  injury  or  inconvenience  cannot  be  sufficiently  esti- 
mated by  taking  into  account  the  mere  frequency  or  largeness  of  the 
transactions,  without  regard  to  the  skill  or  condition  of  the  party  by  whom 
the  Standard  is  to  be  employed. 

The  Merchant,  whose  skill  is  equal  to  that  of  other  persons  in  the  same 
grade,  need  not  fear  liability  to  fraud ;  for  no  one  dares  to  attempt  fraud 
where  it  is  sure  of  detection. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  Farmer  (whose  transactions  are  few,  but  yet  of 
the  highest  importance  to  him  in  relation  to  the  whole  amount  of  his 
profits,  while  his  skill  is  less,  and  his  consequent  liability  to  fraud  greater) 
the  advantage  of  haying  the  most  perfect  check  on  Quantity,  the  most 
perfect  test  of  Quality,  and  knowledge  of  the  real  Market  Value,  is 
perhaps  a  hundredfold  greater. 

Furthermore,  the  convenience  of  the  small  Dealer,  or  of  the  greater 
number  of  transactions,  must  be  regarded  as  much  as  the  convenience 
of  the  larger  Dealer,  or  of  the  fewer  transactions. 

The  Hgrne  Trade  is  carried  on  between  the  Farmer  or  Grower  and  the 
Merchant;  the  Foreign  Trade,  between  Merchant  and  Merchant:  of 
this  nature  is  the  Irish  Trade  with  Great  Britain.  Some  portion  of  the 
Home  Trade  is  also  carried  on  in  the  same  way. 

Whenever  Corn  is  bought  at  a  distance,  whether  abroad  or  at  home,, 
contracts  are  made  in  the  same  way ;  that  is,  by  a  certain  anK)unt  in 
Measure  or  Weight,  at  a  certain  Weight  per  Bushel ;  but  this  sort  of 
Trade  is  always  carried  on  between  Merchant  and  Merchant,  or  Traders 
of  the  same  description,  and  never  between  Farmer  and  Merchant.  * 

In  the  Markets  however,  Corn  is  often  bought  by  Weight  or  by 
Measure  singly ;  the  Purchaser  satisfying  himself  by  inspection  and  hand- 
ling as  to  what  will  be  the  Weight  per  Bushel,  and  sometimes  relying 
upon  the  statement  of  the  Seller. 

In 
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Jn  many  parts  of  the  country  there  are   two  Markets  in  the  same  -See  Return  from 
place ;  one  for  the  Factors  or  Merchants,  the  other  for  the  Farmers,  App^.^pfy!^^"' 

Another  difference  on  which  are  founded  certain  considerations  of  the 
respective  merits  of  the  systems  of  Weight  and  Measure,  is,  that  Corn  is 
conveyed  either  by  sea,  coastwise,  or  by  inland  navigation ;  in  Bulk  or  in 
Sacks,  but  generally  the  former. 

Corn  is  also  sold  in  BUlk  or  by  Sample. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  question  is  the  case  of  the  Farmers ; 
with  them  springs  up  the  greater  part  of  the  diversities,  and  they  are 
the  persons  most  likely  to  suffer  or  benefit  by  a  change.  In  considering 
the  question  as  it  applies  to  them,  many  of  the  points  on  which  the 
Merchants  and  Dealers  are  concerned  will  also  be  discussed. 

Farmer. 

The  Farmer  sells  to  the  Factor,  the  Merchant,   the   Hoyman,  the  Stead,  716. 
Miller,  the  Mealman,  or  the  Maltster. 

Sometimes  he  sells  by  Sample,  sometimes  in  the  Bulk. 

When  the  Corn  is  sold  in  Bulk,  the  whole  quantity  sold  is  threshed, 
winnowed  and  cleaned,  before  it  is  sold. 

When  it  is  sold  in  Sample,  this  is  not  always  done ;  but  a  small  quantity, 
sufficient  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  sample,  is  prepared. 

An  objection  has  been  taken  to  the  use  of  Weighs  and  Measure,  that  Webb,  338010 
the  Farmer  would  be  continually  involved  in  disputes  from  not  being  able  Dr.AMder»on  3687. 
to  deliver  Corn  of  the  quality  he  had  bargained  to  sell.  Page,  143a.  * 

This  inability  can  arise  only  from  the  following  causes,  namely,  the 
unequal  quality  of  his  Corn,  or  from  a  change  in  its  condition.     Another 
cause  has  been  assigned,  namely,  the  difficulty  of  making  the  Bulk  equal  Dowson,3749. 
to  the  Sample. 

If  the  Farmer  sell  his  Corn  in  bulk,  this  last  objection  cannot  apply, 
because  the  Corn  being  all  cleaned  before  it  is  sold,  there  can  be  no 
variance  between  the  sample  and  the  bulk ;  or,  in  other  words,  between 
one  part  and  another  of  the  same  bulk,  if  the  sample  be  fairly  taken.  Nor 
does  the  objection  apply,  for  this  reason,  because  in  the  case  supposed 
the  Purchaser  is  cognizant  of  the  quality  of  the  entire  bulk,  or  having  the 
entire  bulk  before  him  at  the  time  of  purchase,  he  has  the  means  of 
satisfying  himself  that  the  whole  quantity  answers  to  the  Seller's 
description. 

Where   the  Farmer   sells   by  Sample  before  the  Corn  is    threshed,  Dowson,3709. 
winnowed  and  cleaned,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Bulk  may  differ  from  Cooke,  19610202. 
the  Sample,  because  the  latter  has  been  cleaned  with  more  care  than 
the  Bulk. 

If  then  the  Farmer  sell  by  a  clean  Sample,  and  deliver  an  unclean 
bulk,  which  being  seen  at  the  time  of  sale,  would  not  have  fetched  so 
high  a  price  as  the  inspection  of  the  clean  Sample  procured,  it  is  but 
common  justice  that  the  Buyer  should  be  able  to  anniil  the  contract. 

The  looseness  in  the  manner  of  doing  business  by  Farn>ers  is  the  real 
cause  of  disputes,  and  leads  to  other  mischiefs  from  which  they  are  them- 
selves the  chief  sufferers.  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  general 
introduction  of  a  system  of  Weight  per  Measure  would  be  of  this  fur- 
ther important  service  to  the  Agricultural  interest  (both  Landlords  and 
Farmers),  that  it  would  give  rise  to  an  active  competition  to  produce 
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Binrtiio,89o8to      better  qualities  of  Corn,  and  prepare  it  in  abetter  manner;  districts 
SoiUvan,  2514,       ^^^  estates  would  by  this  means,  from  tlieir  reputed  productiveness,  gain 

an  increased  value,  and  Fanners   would  obtain  a  higher  character  on 

account  of  their  greater  skill  and  enterprise. 

Reverting  to  the  other  causes  assigned  for  the  inability  of  the  Farmer 
to  render  his  Bulk  equal  to  his  Sample,  namely,  the  unequal  quality  of 

his  Com,  and  the  change  in  its  condition — 

« 
The  Quality  of  the  Com  must  be  presumed  to  be  known  to  the  Seller, 
for  he  has  full  opportunities  of  making  himself  acquainted  with  it,  which 
the  Buyer  has  not ;  if  therefore  the  Buyer  be  induced  to  purchase 
on  the  representation  that  the  Bulk  of  the  Corn  is  of  uniform  quality  with 
the  Sample,  and  the  fact  turn  out  to  be  that  the  Corn  is  not  throughout 
of  equal  quality  with  the  Sample,  then  there  is  the  same  reason  for 
rejecting  the  purchase  as  if  the  condition  had  been  misrepresented,  or 
as  if  the  Bulk  were  not  prepared  as  well  as  the  Sample  had  been. 

In  all  these  cases  such  objections  serve  to  show  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  some  plain  and  palpable  Standard,  which  shall  not  depend 
for  its  accurate  application  upon  the  peculiar  skill  of  experienced  persons. 

The  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  Sample  at  the  time  of  sale,  and 
even  up  to  the  period  of  delivering  the  Bulk,  and  the  condition  of  the 
Bulk  itself  at  the  time  of  the  delivery,  present  some  degree  of  difficulty, 
which,  however,  is  not  so  great  as  is  commonly  imagined. 

The  condition  of  Corn  varies  chiefly  in  consequence  of  changes  in  the 
atmosphere,  and  these  changes  will  be  more  or  less  influential  according 
to  the  situation  and  completeness  of  the  places  where  the  Corn  may 
happen  to  be  deposited. 

If,  therefore,  a  Farmers  barns  be  badly  situated,  ill  constructed  for  their 
purpose,  or  out  of  repair,  the  Com  deposited  there  will  be  more  liable  to 
be  affected  by  changes  in  the  atmosphere  than  Corn  deposited  in  buildings 
not  so  circumstance^J.  It  is  plain  that  the  consequences  of  any  change 
arising  in  the  condition  of  the  Com  from  such  causes,  between  the  time 
of  sale  and  the  time  of  delivery,  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  Farmer.  And 
this  view  is  conformable  to  the  principle  which  requires  that  a  man  should 
deliver  the  whole  quantity  of  Corn  which  he  has  bargained  to  dehver, 
although  a  part  of  it  may  have  been  abstracted  by  theft  between  the  time 
of  making  the  contract  and  the  time  at  which  the  Corn  was  bargained  to 
be  delivered. 

Dr.AndcrM»,3698.      Still  a  change  in  condition  will  sometimes  unavoidably  happen,  notwith- 

w!SL^p6  to        standing  the  greatest  care  ;  this  change  will  however  be  in  such  case  so 

3388.  trifling,  as  not  to  affect  the  Imrgain  with  fair  dealers.    To  provide  against 

^o«o,  3718.        objection  on  the  part  of  unfair  dealers,  a  latitude  of  half  a  pound  over 

or  under  the  stipulated  Weight  per  Bushel,  will  be  amply  sufficients  to 

meet  any  difficulty  of  this  kind.     In  general,  if  the  Com  be  properly 

housed  and  well  taken  care  of,  the  change  in  condition  will  be  on  the  side 

of  improvement. 

The  combination  of  Weight  and  Measure  would  soon  teach  the  Farmer 
the  extreme  range  of  difference  produced  by  change  of  atmosphere  gene- 
rally, as  well  as  the  difference  which  might  arise  in  his  own  case,  from 
Fellows,  \[fi3.  the  situation,  character,  and  state  of  his  buildings.  Having  this  know- 
ledge, it  would  be  in  his  power  to  protect  himself,  by  suitable  stipulations, 
from  the  risk  of  dispute  on  account  of  change  in  condition.     In  point  of 
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feet,  disputes  do  now  occur  in  consequence  o&  the  bulk  being  difFerent 
from  the  sample ;  and  it  is  probable  that  if,  by  means  of  the  combined 
system,  the  attention  of  the  Farmer  were  awakened  to  the  causes  of  such 
difference,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  instead  of  creating  Cooke,  9. 
disputes. 

The  Farmer  requires  to  use  a  Standard  but  twice ;  that  ii|  to  ascertain 
the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  his  Corn  before  he  sells,  and  the  Quantity 
and  Quality  when  he  delivers  it  to  the  Buyer. 

Though  the  amount  of  the  transactions  of  a  single  Farmer  may  be  few 
and  occasional,  the  aggregate  of  all  the  transactions  of  all  the  Farmers 
throughout  the  country  are  beyond  calculation,  and  are  continually 
occurring  throughout  the  year.  If,  therefore,  no  other  class  were  likely 
to  be  benefited  or  injured,  there  would  be  sufficient  ground  for  the  change 
in  the  interest  which  the  farmers  have  in  the  effects  to  be  produced 
by  it ;  and  one  of  the  chief  effects  would  be  the  greater  completeness  in 
the  Quotation  of  Prices  which  must  arise  from  the  universal  adoption  of 
the  same  complete  Standard. 

Mfrchajity  Hot/man  or  Factory  Miller^  Mealman  and  Maltster. 

Disputes  among  Merchants  will  arise  upon  the  same  points  :  viz. 
Whether  the  condition  of  the  Bulk  correspond  with  the  condition  of  the 
Sample ;  or  whether  the  Weight  per  measure,  or  quality  of  the  Bulk, 
correspond  with  the  stipulated  Weight  per  measure ;  or  whether  the 
quantity  delivered  equal  the  quantity  bargained  for. 

It  is  the  practice  of  Merchants  to  mix  different  parcels  of  Corn,  so  as  stead,  731. 
to  produce  a  Bulk  of  an   uniform  quahty,  and  Corn  so  mixed  will  be  Pag^  1307- 
desirable  for  some  purposes,  and  unfit  for  others;  it  is  therefore,  in  most 
cases,  a  matter  of  some  importance  that  the  Bulk  delivered  should  corres- 
pond with  the  Sample  upon  which  the  purchase  was  made ;  but  with  the 
view  to  obtain  a  higher  price,  for  an  inferior  article,  the  Sample  is  sometimes 
selected  from  the  better  part  of  the  Corn,  and  only  so  much  of  the  better 
part  delivered  as  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  deception.   The  application 
of  the  test  of  weighing  and  measuring  will  detect  this  fraud  :  unlike  the 
case  of  the  Farmer,  the  Dealer  is  aware  of  the  cheat,  because  he  has  the 
Com  in  a  state  for  the  market  before  he  sells.     Even,  however,  in  specu- 
lations where  a  party  may  have  bargained  to  dehver  a  certain  quantity  of 
Corn  of  a  given  quality,  at  a  given  time,  (not  having  such  Corn  in  his 
possession  when  the  bargain  was  made,)  the  case  is*not  altered  as  regards 
the  buyer,  for   the  seller  is  equally    bound  in   both  cases  to  fulfil  his 
contract ;  nothing  therefore  can  be  urged  in  these  instances  against  the 
adoption  of  the  simple  test  of  Weight  and  Measure.    It  may,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  farmer,  be  necessary  to  allow  a  certain  latitude,  in  order  to  meet 
changes  hi  the  quality,  arising  from   those  alterations   in  the  condition 
which  are  produced  by  variations  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  Factor  or  the  Merchant,  and  the  Hoyman,  buy  of  the  Farmer 
to  sell  again ;  they  require  the  use  of  a  Standard  in  buying  and  selling,  ii> 
putting  into  the  granary  and  taking  out,  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  and 
the  loading  it. 

In  general,  these  occasions  may  not  be,  inasmuch  as  the  practice  is  to 
measure  out  from  th^  granary  or  from  the. vessel  to  the  Buyer^ 
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Sutton. 


Bassi  335. 


Sonietimes,  bouever,  it4oe8  happen  that  the  occasions  are  as  nuinen)w 
as  above  stated  ;  and  here  must  be  taken  into  account  the  interest  of  the 
Navigator  or  Carrier,  the  Ship-oxt^ner  or  Captain  of  the  ship,  which  parties 
must  use  the  Standard  on  loading  their  vessels,  and  again  on  unloading. 

All  the  rest  of  the  parties  concerned,  the  Miller,  the  Maltster,  the 
Mealman,  umy  be  regarded  as  consumers ;  at  all  events  the  Corn  is 
bought  by  them  in  order  to  change  its  form ;  they  require,  therefore,  the 
Standard  but  once,  and  that  on  buying. 

Though  the  Miller  weigh  his  flour,  yet  the  commodity  is  changed,  and 
its  qualities  are  changed :  for  instance,  in  Wheat,  the  quality  depends  on 
the  proportion  between  the  Bran  and  the  Flour  in  a  given  weight  of  Wlieat, 
and  that  proportion  is  to  be  determined  by  the  Standard  ;  but  in  Flour, 
the  absolute  quantity  is  all  that  is  to  be  determined. 

So  of  the  Maltster,  it  is  said  that  his  Barley  in  the  shape  of  Malt 
has  changed  its  properties,  and  that  a  different  rule  applies. 

So  of  the  Mealman. 

The  Public  generally. 

The  Public  has  need  of  the  Standard  only  as  an  occasional  pur- 
chaser of  Wheat,  which  has  generally  become  a  manufactured  article 
before  it  reaches  the  consumer ;  in  the  case  of  Oats  and  Beans,  &c.  as 
an  ordinary  purchaser. 

Yet  for  all  those  occasions  on  which  inexperienced  individuals  find  it 
expedient  or  necessary  to  buy  and  manufacture  on  their,  own  account,  the 
Public  is  interested. 

The  power  which  individuals  have  of  becoming  their  own  Manafac- 
turers  is  the  ultimate  check,  whenever  competition  fails  to  cure  any 
grievance,  sut h  as  adulteration  or  robbery ;  and  though,  in  the  absence 
of  such  circumstances,  it  may  be  the  best  and  cheapest  way  to  boy 
of  the  regular  Trader,  and  leave  to  competition  the  cure  of  evils,  yet  as 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  interpose  any  obstruction  to  the  use  of  itim  fidal 
remedy,  whenever  any  part  of  the  Public  requires  it,  so  by  parity  of 
reason,  it  is  wise  to  remove  every  such  obstruction  wherever  it  is  found  to 
exist. 


Lyon,  894.  907. 
Page,  1321. 


Dudin,  3265  to 
3301. 

Dunlevie,  1638. 
Anderson,  3687. 


COMPAKISON  BETWEEN  THE  SYSTEMS  OF  WEIGHT  AKD  MEASURE. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination  of  several  of  the  practical  men  who 
have  given  evidence  kefore  your  Committee,  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  has  been  expressed  in  regard  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  different 
systems  of  Weight  and  Measure.  Some  have  strongly  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  Weight  alone,  while  others  have  urged  that  of  Measure  alone  ; 
again,  others  have  contended  for  the  use  of  one  or  other  of  those 
Standards  as  the  chief  ingredient  of  a  combined  system :  and  all 
paffies  in  the  controversy  have  contended  for  the  use  of  their  fa- 
vourite system,  on  the  ground  of  its  superiority  over  the  rival  one. 
As  this  difference  of  opinion  appears  to  be  founded  chiefly  upon 
strong  prepossessions  in  favour  of  the  practices  to  which  the  Witnesses 
happen  to  have  been  severally  accustomed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
each  system  in  detail,  first  with  reference  to  its  essential  merits,  and 
next  with  regard  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  which,  in  particular  places 
and  on  particular  occasions,  may  give  an  accidental  value  to  one  or  the 
other.  And  this  inquiry  appears  to  be  of  the  first  importance,  as  the 
differences  so  entertained  are  the  chief  obstacle  to  unanimity  in  regard  to 
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the  objects  of  the  main  Inquiry ;  it  being  admitted  by  every  witness^ 
without  exception,  that  regard  must  be  had  to  both  Weight  and  Measure 
as  the  test  of  quality ;  but  the  doubt,  as  before  said,  rests  upon  fixing  on 
Weight  alone  or  Measure  alone,  as  the  Test  or  Standard  of  quantity ;  that, 
in  short,  by  which  the  deliveries  shall  in  point  of  quantity  be  checked. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  both  systems.  Weight  and  Measure, 
being  mere  instruments,  working  by  mechanical  means  through  the 
agency  of  man,  they  must  be  subject  to  all  the  iinperfections  that  can 
arise  through  defect  in  the  material  or  in  the  mechanism,  or  in  the  skill 
or  honesty  of  the  agent ;  it  will  be  found,  therefore,  that  the  differences 
between  Weight  and  Measure  must  turn  upon  one  or  more  of  the  following 
considerations : 

1.  Which  is  most  liable  to  Fraud,  in  respect  of  Defect  in  the  Machinery. 

2.  Which  is  most  liable  to  Fraud,  in  respect  of  difference  of  Skill  or 
Care. 

3.  Which  is  Truest  in  itself,  being  used  by  an  honest  person  and  in  the 
best  way. 

4.  Which  occupies  the  most  Time. 

5.  Which  is  the  least  Laborious  or  Irksome. 
5.  Which  is  the  most  Costly. 


A$  to  IdabUity  to  Frauds  in  respect  of  Defect  in  the  Machinery. 

This  point  scarcely  falls  within  the  present  Inquiry,  inasmuch  as  the  J%cob,f8ii7 
correctness  of  the  Measures  and  of  the  Machinery  for  weighing  must  be  left  ^**^'  P-  ^ao. 
to  the  general  law.    In  Measure,  however,  it  will  be  found  that  there  may 
be  false  Measure  and  a  worn-out  Strike.     In  Weight  there  may  be  false 
Weights,  felse  Scales,  and  a  false  Beam.     The  false  Measure  may  be  Page,  4059. 
detected  by  simply  measuring  with  a  f30t-rule,  or  by  weighing  a  quantity 
of  rain  water  sufficient  to  fill  the  Bushel ;  and  if  it  do  not  weigh  80  lbs.  the 
Measure  is  bad.     A  worn-out  Strike  may  be  detected  by  passing  the 
hand  firom  end  to  end  of  the  Strike ;  and  if  it  swell  as  the  hand  passes 
over  it,  the  Strike  is  bad.     False  Weights  and  false  Scales  must   be  Appendix,  No.  10 
detected  by  a  comparison  with  good  Weights,  but  a  false  Beam  may  be  ^*^  ^'  ^^^' 
detected  by  merely  putting  the  commodity  into  the  opposite  Scale. 

The  probable  risk  of  fraud  from  defect  in  the  machinery,  will  mani- 
festly be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  parts  of  which  the  machinery  is 
composed  :  in  thexase  of  Measure,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  two  ;  in 
the  case  of  Weight,  they  must  be  numbered  according  to  the  Weights 
required  to  be  employed  in  addition  to  the  Scales  and  Beam. 


Liability  to  Fraud  in  respect  to  difference  of  SkiU  or  Care. 

Supposing  the  Measure  to  be  correct,  and  the  Weights  and  Scales  to  be  Dowton,  3768. 
correct,  the  next  point  of  inquiry  is,  whether  Weight  or  Measure  be  most 
liable  to  fraud  through  the  difference  of  the  Skill  or  Care  of  the  agents 
employed.  ^ 

Of  Measure,  it  is  said  that  it  is  liable  to  fr^ud  by  light  and  heavy  Bass,  319  to  323. 
measuring,  and  by  false  striking.  c2t%]'L^ll: 

Of  Weight,  that  there  is  the  turn  of  the  scale  to  counterbalance  the  SSriSil.^'  ^"^ 
objection  to  Measure.  Biurton,  2863. 
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Stead,  G40. 


Page,  4019.4031, 
4023. 


P^mer,  2990. 
Diidin,  3343. 
Page,  4020.  4036. 
4043- 


Bass,  319  to  325. 

Dudin,  3271  to 

337^. 

Fearnside, 

Craig,  ^145  to 

3153- 

Page,  4043. 


Stead,  699. 

Page, 

Ru8ton« 

Hurromb. 

passim. 


Fearnaide,  955. 
UustoD,  3494. 


It  is  also  said  that  the  tarn  of  the  scale  is  a  part  of  the  weight,  since 
there  cannot  be  full  weight  without  it.  But  here  the  question  arises,  what 
range  for  fraudulent  practices  exists  in  consequence  of  its  being  necessary 
to  give  the  turn?  Is  it  half  a  pound  or  two  pounds?  All  such 
latitudes  are  the  great  field  of  fraud.  And  this  is  the  chief  olijection  to 
light  and  heavy  Measure ;  for  the  thief  or  the  person  with  fraudulent  intent 
may  assign  a  deficiency  to  this  cause,  instead  of  to  the  real  one  :  but  it  is 
plain  that  both  systems  are  equally  liable  to  this  objection. 

Great  stress  need  not  be  laid  on  these  points ;  for  it  must  be  admitted 
that  persons  intending  to  be  fraudulent,  and  not  checked  by  equal  skill 
or  watchfulness,  may  cheat  either  by  Weight  or  by  Measure,  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  as  by  other  ways ;  such  as  incorrectly  .scoring  the 
tally,  &c. 

The  absence  of  fraud  to  any  extent  in  the  case  of  Measure,  in 
considerable  Ports  both  here  and  abroad,  is  shown  in  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr,  Dudin.  If  articles  measured  elsewhere  come 
out  with  exactness,  according  to  the  Measure  here,  it  must  be  presumed 
that,  as  far  as  skill  or  care  is  concerned,  the  measuring  at  both  places 
is  equally  correct ;  but  it  is  impossible  not  to  assign  some  value  to  the 
statements  so  universally  made  as  to  the  existence  of  a  real  difference 
between  the  measuring  of  different  persons  in  places  where  the  system  of 
metage  is  not  so  well  regulated  as  in  London.  This  will  arise  from 
one  of  three  causes :  from  fraud,  from  superior  skill,  or  greater  carefulness; 
supposing  of  course  the  Measures  used  in  both  cases  to  be  the  same. 

The  probability  is,  that  it  may  arise  from  want  of  care  in  counting  the 
tally,  or  in  filling  the  bushel.  Supposing  there  is  no  blunder  in  the  tally, 
and  that  equal  care  has  been  taken  to  fill  the  bushels,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  much  room  for  the  exercise  of  skill  in  measuring. 

In  London  and  in  places  where  large  quantities  of  business  must  he 
done  in  a  short  space  of  time,  the  promptitude  prevents  the  possibility  of 
much  studied  fraud ;  it  may  be,  that  in  the  case  of  Farmers  whose 
threshers  are  paid  by  measure,  and  where  there  is  a  great  deal  of  spare 
time,  persons  may  endeavour  to  fill  lightly,  but  it  does  not  seem  possible 
that  this  could  be  done  to  a  very  large  extent. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  many  complaints  of  the  difference  in  measur- 
ing may  have  arisen  from  a  real  loss  in  measure,  arising  from  a  difference 
in  the  specific  gravity,  which  the  parties  have  not  taken  into  account,  and 
which,  though  creating  an  apparent  loss  in  point  of  measure,  causes  a  real 
gain  in  point  of  quality. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  the  system  of  Metage  established  in  London 
should  be  adopted  in  all  ports  where  Corn  is  shipped,  and  at  the 
chief  Market  Towns ;  and  the  suggestion  is  a  valuable  one ;  but  it 
would  not  be  sufficient  that  the  duties  of  these  Meters  should  be  confined 
to  the  mere  limits  of  the  town.  It  would  be  necessary  that  they  should 
be  referred  to  as  Arbitrators,  or  even  first  Measurers,  within  convenient 
distances  from  their  stations. 

The  London  Meters  are  compelled  to  attend  at  any  place  between 
Staines  and  Gravesend,  evai  to  measure  so  small  a  quantity  as  three 
quarters.  ^ 

The  liability  to  fraud  in  the  case  of  Weights  being  Used  to  ascertain 
quantity,  and  the  difficulty  of  detection,  is  fully  pointed  out  in  the 
Evidence  of  Mr.  Christian,  22  79. 
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Whether  Weight  or  Measure  is  the  truest  in  itself^  being  used  Jnj  an  honest 

Person^  and  in,  the  best  way. 

It  has  been  said,  that  if  a  bushel  be  put  on  the  ground  and  a  sieve  be  Fellows,  1799. 
put  over  it,  and  the  Com  be  poured  through  the  sieve  till  the  bushel  be  {!^ge,402i. 

rill-  •!!*/•  !•!  1  1  Dowson,  3799. 

tull,  the  Operation  might  be  performed  with  so  much  exactness  and  so 
much  facility  that  a  child  might  measure.  This,  however,  has  never  been 
done  to  any  extent,  and  it  would  add  much  to  the  trouble ;  indeed,  it 
would  appear  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr,  Palmer,  Mr.  Dudin,  and  Mr.  Page, 
that  as  regards  the  measuring  in  the  Port  of  London,  the  operation  is 
performed  with  a  most  remarkable  degree  of  exactness. 

In  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Dudin  will  be  found  a  Suitement  of  the  Weights  Dudin,  3308  to 
of  so  many  Sacks  of  Oats,  each  containing  four  bushels.     This  statement  33*^^- 
shows  that  the  greatest  variation  in  the  Weight  of  those  sacks  was  two 
pounds,  being  half  a  pound  per  bushel. 

This  document  may  probably  serve  as  a  Test  of  the  accuracy  of  Weight 
as  well  as  of  Measure. 

If  there  be,  as  was  before  stated,  the  variation  produced  between  the 
light  measuring  of  one  man  and  the  heavy  measuring  of  another,  (and  this 
must  be  admitted,  from  the  known  difference  that  there  is  between  the 
slowness  or  quickness^  the  lightness  or  heaviness,  in  the  movements  of 
different  men,)  there  is  in  Weight  a  corresponding  difference  in  the  turn 
of  the  scale,  arising  from  the  greater  or  less  quickness  of  eye  or  attention 
in  different  men. 

In  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Dudin,  an  important  instance  is  given  of  the  Dudbj  3332, 3333. 
effect  of  this  turn  of  the  scale.  ^  ^ 

If  these  two  systems  of  Weight  and  Measure  have  each  of  them  their 
respective  inherent  defects,  the  precise  extent  of  which  is  not  ascertained. 
It  would  seem  to  be  very  impolitic  to  substitute  the  one  for  the  other, 
at  the  risk  of  introducing  a  worse  system. 

JVhich  occupies  the  most  Time. 

This  point  must  be  determined  by  the  number  of  movements  respec-  Page,  aaoC. 
lively  required  in  each  operation,  and  upon  the  fact  of  its  being  performed  stead°"703!^^ 
upon  one  or  two  levels. 

The  operation  of  Measuring  consists  of  three  processes : 

1.  Filling  the  Measure. 
^       2.  Striking  the  Measure. 
3.  Emptying  the  Measure. 

These  processes  are   performed  in  different  ways  in  different  places.  Dudin,  3281  to 
In  some  places  the  bushel  is  filled  by  a  skip  or  scoop,  containing  about  ^*^^' 
half  a  bushel.     In  other  places  the  bushel  is  swept  along  the  Corn  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  half  filled  by  the  movement,  then  the  deficiendy 
Is  supplied  by  throwing  in  more  Corn ;  but  there  are  probably  many  other 
different  modes  of  filling  the  Measure.  I 

The  Striking  is  sometimes  performed  by  the  Meter  who  fills  the  bushel, 
and  sometimes  by  another  person ;  it  is  sometimes  performed  with  one 
stroke,  at  others  with  two. . 

After  the  Corn  is  measured  it  is  thrown  on  the  heap  or  into  a  sack.  In 
the  first  case,  when  the  Corn  is  already  in  granary  or  on  board  ship ;  in  the 
second,  where  it  is  to  be  removed. 
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The  operation  of  Weighing  consists  of  six  processes : 

1.  Filling  the  Sack, 

2.  Raising  it  on  Deck. 

3.  Putting  the  Sack  into  the  Scale. 

4.  Adjusting  the  Weights. 

5.  Observing  when  the  Scale  turns. 

6.  Turning  uie  Sack  out  of  the  Scale* 

As  in  the  case  of  Measure^  these  processes  are  performed  in  diflferent 
manners  in  different  places. 

At  Liverpool^  the  Sack  is  filled  in  the  hold  with  four  equal  Measures, 
and  being  filled  is. raised  on  deck  to  be  weighed. 

At  Glasgow,  the  Com  is  put  into  a  buckett  and  the  bucket  is  raised  oo 
deck  to  be  weighed. 

J.  Sandare,  1516.  At  Liverpool,  the  Weights  have  to  be  adjusted  but  once,  because  four 
equal  bushels  of  Com  being  put  into  the  Sack,  if  the  cargo  be  of  equal 
quality,  each  Sack  will  be  of  the  same  weight ;  or  if  the  weight  vary,  the 
variation  will  niot  exceed  lib.  or  2  lb.,  and  therefore  the  Weights  will 
only  require  to  be  adjusted  to  that  extent. 

Bostoo,  3563.  Whether  Corn  be  measured  or  weighed,  it  is  commonly  put  into  a  Sack, 

in  order  to  be  removed  into  the  lighter  or  on  to  the  quay,  or  to  be  shot 
into  the  lighter ;  but  when  Corn  is  weighed,  instead  of  the  Sack  being 
hoisted  up  to  be  at  once  lodged  in  the  lighter  or  on  the  quay,  it  is  stopped 
on  its  way,  in  order  to  undergo  the  processes  of  weighing:  these  processes 
being  additional  to  those  employed  in  measuring,  must  to  that  extent 
occasioi^loss  of  time. 


Lyon,  907. 
Fig6y  3206. 


Craig,  3106  to 
3147- 


Page,  1413* 
Gilkspy. 
Dodin,333i. 
RnstODi 

W.  Rutton,  3563, 
Chri8tiaa|t4C9. 
Dodio,  33«l  10 
3328- 
Page^  1350. 1405. 


Your  Committee  have  examined  a  person  conversant  with  the  present 
practice  of  weighing  Coals  in  the  Port  of  London,  in  order  to  ascertam 
whether  the  system  adopted  there  might  be  made  available  to  the 
purposes  of  weighing  Corn.  If  it  should  be  determined  to  prescribe  the 
use  of  Weight  alone,  the  method  just  alluded  to  does  not  appear  to  be 
inapplicable. 

It  would,  however,  necessarily  require  more  time,  which  is  an  object  of 
paramount  importance  in  the  Port  of  London,  where  large  importations 
of  Foreign  Com  are  made  on  a  sudden,  and  the  consequence  of  any  delay 
may  be  to  subject  the  Merchant  to  the  additional  charge  of  demurrage, 
on  account  of  the  detention  of  the  vessel,  or  to  a  higher  charge  tor 
lighterage,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  demand  for  lighters,  and  the 
detention  of  such  lighters.  In  the  Port  of  Londoif  this  would  be  an 
insurmoifiitable  objection  to  Weight,  as,  from  the  nature  of  the  Port,  it  is 
impossible  to  unload  the  cargoes  without  the  intervention  of  the  lighters. 

It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  though  at  present  there  may  be  great 
differences  in  point  of  iediousness,  labour  and  cost,  between  the  systems 
of  Weight  and  Measure,  it  is  possible  that  such  improvements  may  be 
made  in  .this  kind  of  machinery,  as  well  as  in  others,  as  will  greatly  reduce 
the  amount  of  such  differences :  the  model  already  referred  to,  which  is 
now  in  use  in  the  Port  of  London  for  discharging  the  coal  vessels,  may 
be  instanced  as  an  example. 

Cookt,  46.  The  above  parallel  has  been  applied  to  Corn  in  Bulk.  When  Corn  is  in 

SuttoD,  1932,  iQd3.  Sack,  it  is  easier  to  weigh  than  to  measure ;  but  unless  such  Corn  be  turned 

out  or  pierced,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  all  Corn,  unmixed 

with 
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with  any  adulterating  matter,  it  will  not  be  known  what  it  is  that  is 
weighed ;  still  if  the  party  receiving  such  Corn  be  incUned  to  run  all 
risks,  it  is  easier  to  weigh  than  to  measure. 

Further,  the  remarks  have  been  apphed  to  the  discharge  of  cargoes  of 
Com  in  Bulk.  When,  however.  Com  is  to  be  removed  from  granaries, 
that  is,  from  a  higher  level  to  a  lower  level,  it  is  possible  to  weigh 
nearly  as  expeditiously  as  it  is  to  measure. 

It  is  probable  that  much  of  the  difference  of  opinion  expressed  in  the 
course  of  the  Evidence  in  favour  of  one  or  other  of  the  two  systems  of 
Weight  and  Measure,  has  arisen  from  such  and  similar  circumstances, 
of  which  the  parties  have  in  a  vague  degree  been  sensible,  iti  consequence 
of  their  peculiar  experiences,  wittiout  being  awve  of  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  others  to  views  the  opposite  of  theirs,  \ 

If  this  supposition  be  correct,  it  would  be  unwise  to  force  persons 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  Corn  to  use  Measure  or  Weight  solely  as  their 
Standard  or  Test  of  quantity  under  all  circumstances.  The  difficulties  and 
cost  attending  the  use  of  Weight  is  probably  sufiBcient  to  deter  persons 
from  employmg  it,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances,  when  greater 
accuracy  may  be  required,  or  when,  as  in  the  cases  where  Corn  is  in  Sacks, 
it  may  happen  to  be  ^e  more  convenient  and  less  expensive  mode.  If  it 
should  be  determined  that  the  Weight  per  measure  should  be  given, 
there  would  be  still  less  inducement  to  employ  Weight  as  the  Standard 
of  quantity. 

Moreover,  the  above  observations  have  been  confined  to  the  use  of 
Measure  and  Weight,  as  modes  of  ascertaining  Quantity  without  relation 
to  Quality,  or  to  the  Quotation  of  Prices ;  in  both  of  which  cases  they  are 
equally  insufficient* 

Which  is  the  least  Laborious  or  Irksome. 

F&OM  what  has  been  stated  on  the  last  point,  it  is  clear  that  Weight  d^wmd,  3769. 
is  more  laborious  than  Measure  ;  and  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Jacob,  it  j«cob,  381  a. 
would  appear  that  it  requires  a  greater  nuqaber  of  men  to  weigh  a  given 
quantity  than  to  measure  ;*  this  is  not  apparent  at  first  sight,  from  its 
'  being  the  practice  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Crew  in  the  Ports  where 
Weight  is  used,  and  to  dispense  with  their  services  where  Measure  is  used. 

If  Measure  be  regarded  as  sufficiently  accurate,  then  as  Weight 
requires  more  processes  than  Measure,  although  it  should  be  more 
accurate,  still  if  the  greater  accuracy  do  not  compensate  for  the  greater 
labour,  then  all  such  greater  labour  is  to  be  avoided  as  unnecessarily 
irksome. 

Which  is  the  most  Costly. 

In  this  point  must  be  taken  into  account  the  original  greater  cost  of  Stead,  616. 
the  machinery,  the  cost  of  the  wear  and  tear,  the  cost  of  the  greater  skill 
or  care,  the  cost  of  the  additional  time,  and  the  additional  labour.     In 
every  one  of  which  particulars,  Weight  is  more  costly  than  Measure. 

In  London  the  charge  is  apparently  greater  than  at  other  places ;  but  Feamside. 
this  arises  partly  from  the  circumstance  before  mentioned  of  the  Crew  ^^ 
assisting  in  those  places,  but  not  in  London,  and  partly  from  the  charge  of  Ruston,  3094. 
metage  being  mixed  up  with  other  Corporation  charges. 

The  process  that  has  the  greater  number  of  movements,  vequiring  equal 
time  and  equal  exertion,  must  be  more  tedious,  more  laborious,  and  more 
costly. 
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It  is  a  common  arithmetical  calculation.  The  greater  labour  maj, 
however,  be  performed  by  machinery,  or  with  the  aid  of  machinery ;  still 
it  will  almost  always  be  more  costly. 

But  though  greater  difficulty  may  now  attach  to  one,  it  is  not  among 
things  impossible,  that  the  arrangements  and  machinery  may  be  so  im- 
proved as  to  reduce  the  difference  alleged  to  exist  between  the  two 
processes. 

The  great  difficulty  of  all  is,  however,  the  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the 
parties  who  now  use  Weight  and  Measure  respectively.  They  are  equall}' 
warm  in  favour  of  their  own  methods. 

If  no  great  advantage  can  be  derived  from  the  change,  this  prejudice 
ought  to  be  respected  ;  but  in  the  present  case  this  is  a  matter  of  less 
moment,  as  by  simply  adding  another  ingredient  to  the  calculation, 
a  common  Denominator  may  be  obtained,  so  that  the  one  may  be  rendered 
into  the  other. 

Thus  where  Weight  is  used,  if  the  Weight  per  Bushel  be  given,  the 
Weight  may  be  reduced  to  Bushels  ;  and  where  Measure  is  used,  if  the 
same  particular  be  given.  Measure  may  be  converted  into  pounds 
Weight.  • 

Through  the  medium  of  this  common  Denominator,  the  Prices  may 
be  quoted  in  the  same  way  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  It  is,  how- 
ever, necessary  that  in  the  first  instance  the  use  of  the  Imperial  Bushel 
should   be  everywhere  enforced  throughout  the  kingdom. 


OF  THE  FIRST  PROPOSITION,  THAT  MEASURE  ALONE  SHOULD  BE  THE 

STANDARD. 

Bbsid£S  the  comparative  advantage  of  Measure  over  Weight,  described 

in  the  foregoing  parallel,  the  consideration  that  Measure  is  more  gene- 

P«ge,  1245.  1360.    rally  used  m  this  country  than  Weight,  and  that  it  is  also  universally 

Palmer,  :{o.rj,         used  throughout  the  Continent  as  the  Standard  of  Quantity,  presents 

iUwton^3559.         ^^  Strongest  reason  for  prescribing  it  as  the  Standard  of  this  Country, . 

either  alone  or  ^ith  the  addition  of  Weight  also. 

Except  in  the  internal  Trade  of  Ireland,  even  wiiere  Measure  is  not 
commonly  used  as  a  Standard,  it  is  employed  for  occasional  purposes. 
It  is  therefore  more  or  less  known  everywhere,  which  Weight  is  not. 

If  Measure  alone  should  be  prescribed  as  the  Standard,  it  might  be 
brought  about  by  very  simple  means. 

Those  diversities  which  arise  from  the  use  of  different  kinds  of  Measure 
come  within  the  general  law  relating  to  uniformity  of  Weights  and 
Measures ;  and  there  remain  to  be  dealt  with  only  those  diversities  of 
Measure  which  arise  from  the  use  of  different  Multiples  of  the  Imperial 
Measures,  in  different  places  or  for  different  kinds  of  Corn.  Apart  from 
other  diversities,  this  kind  is  not  very  important ;  its  only  effect  is  to  lead 
to  some  difference  in  the  mode  of  quoting  Prices  in  different  parts  of  the 
country ;  but  as  this  difference  is  only  a  difference  of  one  system,  and  not 
a  difference  of  contrary  systems,  a  very  little  trouble,  and  a  little  more  in- 
formation, would  obviate  all  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  this  ^ause. 
Nevertheless,  if  a  change  is  to  be  made,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  remove 
even  this  sUght  incongruity ;  and  it  may  be  done  by  the  same  methods 
that  must  be  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  any  change  whatever,  namely,  by 
requiring  that  all  Returns  made  to  the  Inspectors,  and  all  other  Public  or 
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Government  Transactions,  should  be  expressed  in  the  same  terms ;  and 
that  when  Memorandums  or  Contracts  are  used,  they  also  should  be 
expressed  in  one  denomination  of  Measure. 

The  grand  difficulty  would  be  the  substitution  of  Measure  for  Weight,  Roche,  4010. 
in  those  places  where  Weight  absolutely,  or  Measure  with  a  fixed  amount 
of  Weight  per  Measure,  has  been  used. 

According  to  the  new  method  it  would  be  impossible,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  Weight  per  Measure,  to  judge  in  future  of  the  value  of 
Corn  in  relation  to  the  old  methods  that  had  been  previously  in  use,,  so  as 
to  preserve  a  point  of  comparison  with  the  values  of  past  periods,  for  all 
those  occasions  in  which  the  price  of  Corn  may  be  Standard  agreed  upon, 
or  adopted  in  practice,  to  regulate  the  various  transactions  between 
individuals;  sucn  transactions  would  in  consequence  be  thrown  into 
confusion  from  a  state  of  perhaps  comparative  regularity  and  order.  All 
the  worst  difficulties  that  can  arise  in  changing  from-  one  system  to 
another  would  be  thus  ensured,  and  the  confusion  would  be  the  precise 
evil  that  is  sought  to  be  remedied  :  it  would  indeed  be  temporary  only, 
but  as  it  may  be  altogether  avoided  by  the  use  of  the  Weight  per 
Measure  in  addition,  it  would  be  against  all  policy  to  prescribe  the  use 
of  Measure  alone. 

OF  THE  SECOND  PROPOSITION,  THAT  THE  STANDARD  SHOULD  BE 

WEIGHT  ABSOLUTELY. 

The  same  difficulties  that  would  attend  the  substitution  of  Measure  for  Page,  1423. 1433. 
Weight,  would  also  attend  the  adoption  of  this  Proposition ;  and  there 
are  other  difficulties  besides.  BasR,  411. 

If  Weight  singly  be  used,  then  must  a  Scale  of  Weights,  corresponding  Stead,  742. 
with  the  quantities  contained  in  the  Measure  now  in  use,  be  formed  for  J.  Sandars,  1531. 
the  following  purposes : 
•  1.  For  the  taking  the  Averages.  ?^6®'  *35i.    ^ 

T^  11       .  /•    1      Vx     •        •  Jac«»iH  279-2.  2802. 

2.  For  the  collection  of  the  Duties.  371^. 

3.  For  the  Corn  Rents,  or  other  transactions  founded  on  the  PricQ  of  b&^'ah/^^s. 
Corn."  437. 

This  Scale  cannot  be  fixed  on  any  accurate  calculation,  it  being  impose  Andersoh,  3679. 
sible  to  find  the  average  Weight  of  the  Corn  grown  in  this  country  in  any  *'•  bandars,  2096. 
one  Season,  or  of  the  Foreign-grown  Corn  that  enters  into  the  trans-  Jacob,  2803. 
actions  of  the  English  Market.     If  such  Average  be  obtained  for  one  ^'»g^»  *352. 
Year,  it  will  be  untrue  for  other  Years. 

Any  such  Standard  for  the  above  purposes  should  present  a  near 
approximation  to  the  fact;  but  taken  at  any  point,  it  must  diverge 
greatly  from  the  actual  Weight  of  the  Corn  of  particular  Districts. 

The  effect  of  such  divergence  will  be  the  recurrence  to  existing  di-  ^f^  Report  of  the 
versities,  through  making  up  the  customary  or  prescribed  Weight  by  DrS^ij^^^' 
additional  Measure.  3679. 3<*»99. 

The  difficulty  of  fixing  a  Standard  is  increased  by  its  connexion  with  i^^\^^^' 
the    subject  of   the   Corn    Laws :  one  party    will  contend   for   a  high 
Standard,  others  for  a  low  Standard,  and  the  effect  on  the  Averages  and 
Duties  will  correspond. 

In  this,  part  of  the  Inquiry  the  subject  of  the  Averages  was,  in  some 
degree,  forced  upon  the  consideration  of  Your  Committee.  Whatever 
may  be  its  intrinsic  or  accidental  importance.  Your  Committee  felt  that  it 
did  not  fall  properly  within  the  scope  of  their  investigations ;  they  have 
therefore  abstained  from  entering  upon  it,  farther  than  was  necessary  to 
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detennine  the  effect  which  the  substitution  of  Weight  for  Measare,  ^  with 
the  appropriate  provisions,  might  have  upon  the  machinery  for  computing 
the  Averages  ;  and  to  what  extent  the  agency  of  the  Inspectors  might  be 
engaged  in  effectuating  the  objects  of  any  plan  founded  upon  the  sugges- 
tions of  Your  Committee. 

If  Measure  alone,  or  Measure  with  the  real  Weight  per  Measure,  were  the 
established  Standard,  then  no  effects  would  be  produced  on  the  Averages, 
because  the  quantity  on  which  they  would  be  computed  would  be  obtained 
F.  Sandan,  2184.  with  the  same  facihty  as  at  present ;  but  if  Weight,  or  Measure  with  a  fixed 
Weight  which  resolves  itself  into  Weight  alone,  were  to  fte  substituted 
for  Measure,  tlien  it  would  be  necessary  to  find  an  equivalent  quantity  in 
Weight  to  supply  the  place  of  the  quarter,  in  the  computation  of  the 
Averages.  Further  than  this,  no  effect  would  be  produced  on  them.  Nor 
would  the  import  duties  on  Com  be  affected,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
substitution  of  Weight  alone ;  in  which  case  also  an  equivalent  to  the 
quarter  must  be  found.  There  would  be  more  difficulty  here,  because 
the  duty  being  collected  on  the  quarter,  without  reference  to  its  specific 
gravity,  there  would  be  a  loss  on  all  Com  which  should  be  of  less  specific 
gravity  than  the  weight  which  the  Legislature  should  prescribe  as  the 
equivalent  for  the  quarter :  on  the  contrary,  all  Cora  of  greater  specific 
gravity  would  be  subjected  to  an  additional  tax. 

In  short,  if  the  recommendations  of  your  Committee  should  be  adopted, 
there  would  be  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  present  subject  and 
the  Averages  or  Cora  Duties :  and  with  regard  to  tlie  Inspectors,  they  are 
proposed  to  lye  employed  as  the  most  fit  agency  at  hand,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  into  use  the  Weight  per  Measure ;  which,  with  the  slightest 
possible  addition  to  their  labour,  they  can  do  in  the  ordinary  exercise  of 
their  present  functions. 

All  the  practical  difficulties  above  referred  to  are  to  be  encountered  for 
the^  establishment  of  Weight  to  the  exclusion  of  Measure,  which  will 
do  no  more  than  is  now  done  by  Measure,  namely,  the  ascertainment  of 
the  Quantity. 


Dr.  Andenooy 
3678- 


F.Sandars,  9133 
to  9146. 

Mr.  FitzsimoDs' 


OF  THE  THIRD  PROPOSITION,  THAT  THE  STANDARD  SHOULD  BE 
MEASURE  COMBINED  WITH  A  STANDARD  SCALE  OF  WEIOrfTS. 

In  addition  to  the  practical  difficulties  before  recounted  as  to  the 
establishing  a  Scale  of  Weights,  the  following  reasons  must  be  urged  : 

Measure  being  used,  and  a  Standard  Scale  of  Weights  per  that  Mea« 
PlaDy  for  which  #ee  sure,  a  complication  is  induced  ;  because,  for  the  purpose  of  quotation, 
Ptge,  4014.  private  or  public,  it  is  necessary  to  describe  the  extent  of  variation  (either 

m  diminution  or  excess)  from  that  Standard. 

If  Measure  and  the  Weight  of  that  Measure  be  described  according  to 
the  fact  in  the  case,  then  the  same  result  is  produced  with  one  means  less, 
and  the  natural  rule  obtains,  instead  of  an  arbitrary  one. 

When  the  same  result  is  produced  by  different  processes,  it  is  good  to 
use  such  different  processes,  because  their  results  corresponding,  there  is 
assurance  of  correctness  both  ways.  But  it  is  not  good  to  use  a  compli* 
cated  method  having  different  and  independent  processes,  which  not  only 
bear  no  relation  to  each  other,  but  are  alike  different  in  their  operations 
and  in  their  results,  because  it  does  not  conduce  to  greater  accuracy,  to 
effect  which  is  the  object  desired. 

Hence  the  combination  of  Measure,  with  the  description  of  Weight 
per  Measure,  is  good,  as  a  Standard  of  Quantity,  because  it  reaches  the 
same  result,  viz.  the  total  Quantity,  by  different  processes.     • 

But  the  Measure  being  given,  and  an  arbitrary  Scale  of  Weight  being 
given,  the  Measure  and  the  Weight  not  being  correlative,  the  results  as 

well  ' 


Dr.  Anderson, 
3697103791. 
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well  as  the  processes  of  arriving  at  them  are  difierent.  This  kind  of  com- 
bination, therefore,  does  not  form  a  better  test  of  Quantity  than  either 
Weight  or  Measure  alone;  nor  does  it  give  Quality,  for  there  is  slill 
another  particular  to  be  obtained,  namely,  the  relation  of  the  arbitrary 
Quality  to  the  real  Standard  Quality  of  that  species  of  Corn. 

If  the  real  average  quality  of  Corn  of  the  same  kind  were  expressed 
in  this  arbitrary  Scale,  then  the  Scale  would  be  £Ood,  but  it  would  do  no 
more  than  is  now  done,  namely,  refer  to  the  quality  of  Corn  of  the  same 
species.  But  an  arbitrary  Scale  being  given,  it  is  necessary  to  go  a  step 
further  back,  and  find  out  its  relation  to  the  real  quality  of  Corn 
of  that  species. 

Illustrate  this  by  Corn  of  different  species :  say  of  Dantzic,  it  ranges 
from  55 lbs.  to  63 lbs.;  say  of  Irish,  it  ranges  from  50 lbs.  to  6^2 lbs. ; 
say  of  Scotch,  it  ranges  from  52  lbs,  to  62  lbs. ;  say  of  Essex,  54lbs.  to 
64  lbs. 

Now,  an  average  that  shall  be  60  lbs.  or  any  other  weight  per  Bushel  will 
not  be  the  Standard  of  the  Quality  of  each  of  these  species  of  Com,  nor  of 
all  combined. 

It  is  necessary  then  for  the  Dealer  to  know  how  far  such  Standard 
varies  from  the  fact,  with  regard  to  any  one  of  those  species  with  which 
he  may  have  to  do. 

But  this  he  obtains  without  the  arbitrary  Standard. 

The  arbitrary  Standard  is,  therefore,  of  no  use  whatever  to  him. 

It  is  then  a  violation  of  all  rule  in  science,  or  in  business,  to  use 
B  method  not  conducive  to  the  result,  and  which  may  be  dispensed  ^aith. 

If  the  Standard  Scale  of  60  lbs.  be  altogether  omitted,  there  is  a 
process  less,  and  without  loss. 

The  chief  objection  to  the  adoption  of  this  proposition  will  be  found  in  ^ 

its  tendency  to  revive  one  kind  of  diversity  :   this  is  illustrated  by  the 
practices  in  the  Midland  Counties,  where  diversities  prevail  in  a  much  Baas,  307. 
greater  degree  than   in  any  other  part  of  the   country,  and  where  in  Fellows,  1790  to 
consequence  there  is  most  dissatisfaction.  The  diversities  arise  in  this  wky;  \\^i{^^  33^0. 
it  is  agreed  that  the  Corn  should  be  sold  at  a  certain  Weight  per  Bushel,  Bluruln,  2845. 
or  other  given  Measure,  as  a  Sack  for  instance  ;  if  the  Corn  do  not  weigli 
that  amount  per  Bushel,  more  is  thrown  in  to  compensate  the  deficiency,  p^g^^  ,3^3  ,3^^ 
As  the  Corn  which  is  the  growth  of  different  districts  will  vary  in  quality, 
that  is,  in  Weight  per  measure,  different  amounts  of  Weight  corner  te   * 
be  established    as    the  Standard   of  different   localities.     And  as   even  Col.  Pasley's  Sute- 
neighbouring  districts  will  vary  much  in   regard  to  fertility,  these  di-  «ent,p.95o,^para. 
versities  will  spring  up  at  very  short  distances  from  each  other ;  and  by  ^^^   *^' 
the  interchange  of  the  transactions  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts 
there  arises  this  further  diversity,  namely,  the  use  of  different  Standards 
in  the  same  place. 

OF  THE  FOURTH  PROPOSITION,  THAT  THE  STANDARD  SHOULD  BE  A 
COMBINATION  OF  MEASURE,  WITH  THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  WEIGHT 
PER  MEASURE  OF  THE  CORN  IN  EACH  CASE. 

This  proposition  is  free  from  all  the  difficulties  that  attend  the  others. 

It  is  alleged  that  three  results  are  given ;  all  that  is  sought,  all  that  can  Bass,  431  to  424. 
be  obtained  by  any  Standard  for  the  sale  of  Corn ;  but  that  if  Weight  Dr.  Anderson, 
alone,  or  Measure  alone  be  used,  only  one  is  given.  ^  ^' 

The  combination  gives  the  Quantity,  the  specific  and  the  actual 
Weight. 

317.  d  Measurfe.  j 
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Dr.  Anderson.  McBsure  gives  but  Quantity  in  Measure* 

Page,  22a6. 

Weight  gives  but  Quantity  in  Weight. 

Weight  and  Measure  give  the  Quantity  in  Measure,  the  total  Quantity 
in  Weight,  and  the  Weight  per  measure  or  the  quality. 

Page,  1383.  Hofl.       If  for  any  reason  a  man  desires  to  have  his  Corn  weighed,  he  can 
4024. 4oa6.  ^^jgj^  j^ .  g^  j^^  ^^^  ggu  i^  jj^  Weight. 

If  he  desire  to  Mea3ure,  or  sell  by  Measure,  he  can  do  so ;  and  he  has, 
moreover,  the  specific  value  of  the  Corn.  Illustrations  of  this  are  given  in 
the  Returns  from  the  Commissariat  Department  and  Victualling  Otfice. , 

The  combination  may  be  used,  too,  for  the  purpose  of  identification, 
and,  where  nicety  is  required,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  accuracy 
of  that  ingredient  of  it  which  may  happen  to  be  employed  as  the  Standard 
of  Quantity. 

Palmer.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the   whole  should    be  weighed  as  well  as 

Dudin.  measured  for  the  above  purposes.     If  the  Corn  be  fairly  shipped,  or  the 

Dr. Ander8on,3659.  Bulk  be  of  uniform  Quality,  a  single  bushel  or  even  a  single  peck  is  suffi- 
cient; and  in  those  cases  where  it  is  not  fairly  shipped,  or  the  Bulk  be  not 
of  uniform  Quality,  or  these  facts  be  not  known^  one  bushel  in  10  or  even 
20  will  be  quite  suflScient. 


Page,  4037. 
Andersoo,  3633. 
Dowson,  3807. 


Bogbie,  3849. 
Page,  139»* 


Page.  J  355- 


IVge 


Dr.  Anderson, 
3(ii>8. 


Moreover,  the  objection  that  Measure  furnishes  the  thief  or  the  fraudu- 
lent  person  with  the  pretext  that  the  Corn  was  measured  incorrectly,  or  ill 
weighed,  is  removed  by  the  use  of  both  Weight  and  Measure;  because, 
by  that  means  it  being  known  what  is  the  probable  extent  of  change  in 
the  quality  through  change  in  condition,  the  change  in  Weight  must 
correspond  with  the  change  in  Measure ;  and  what  is  lost  in  the  one  will 
be  gained  in  the  other. 

The  same  rule  applies  to  the  clwmge  in  Oats,  which  being  brittle  lose 
in  Measure  and  in  Weight  also,  though  less  in  Weight  than  in  Measure^ 
because  the  substance  lost  is  the  least  heavy  part.  This  loss  will  be 
greater  or  less  according  to  the  number  of  removals. 

There  is  then  Uttle  or  no  additional  labour,  or  cost,  or  waste  of  time ; 
and  the  greatest  attainable  accuracy  and  freedom  from  fraud  is  ensured ; 
for  the  different  systems  of  Weight  and  Measure,  though  liable  wbeo 
used  singly  to  inaccuracy  or  fraud,  from  inherent  or  incidental  defects, 
become  mutual  checks :  and  this  is  all  which  any  known  human  mean^ 
can  accomplish. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  use  of  Weight  and  Measure  combined, 
that  it  would  be  to  create  a  double  Standard ;  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  establish  such  double  Standard,  and  if  possible,  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  no  advantages,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  particulars  would  give  rise  to  greater  risks  of  fraud  and  dispute. 

'  The  Standard  isnot  twofold,  but  one,  combined  of  the  separate  ingre- 
dients of  Weight  and  Measure ;  it  is  avowedly  employed  by  the  most 
experienced  and  intelligent  men  of  business,  as  an  indispensable  test  of 
quality,  and  in  fact  more  or  less  by  all  persons,  and  the  advantages, 
resulting  from  it  are  comprised  in  its  complete  efficiency  ;  nor  does  it  give 
rise  to  fraud  or  dispute,  but  the  contrary,  since  an  ingredient  error  as  to 
Quantity  in  the  one  may  be  detected  by  its  failure  in  comparison  with  the 
other ;  and  an  error  as  to  Quality  is  subjected  to  a  tangible  test,  a  test  that 
is  intelligible  and  facile  to  all,  and  is  therefore  better  than  the  mere 
judgment  of  the  most  experienced  person. 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  xxvii 

The  only  point  that  remains,  viz.  the  practicability  of  establishing  it,  Bass,  444. 
Mill  be  determined  by  its  intrinsic  usefulness,  which  will,  sooner  or  later, 
lead  men  to  employ  it  universally ;  and  by  the  tendency  of  the  means 
suggested  in  the  following  Outline  to  make  it  known  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned, and  at  the  same  time  to  accustom  them  to  its  use. 

The  following  is  an  OutUne  of  what  might  be  the  leading  provisions  of  Outline  of  a  Bill. 
a  Bill  for  establishing  an  uniform  Standard  for  the   sale  of  Corn  by 
Measure  combined  with  Weight. 

OUTLINE  OF  BILL. 

1.  That  all  Corn  should  be  sold  by  the  Imperial  Measure. 

The  law   (though  the   contrary  has   been   generally  supposed)  does  not  Dunlop,  3888. 
prescribe  the  use  of  either  Weight  or  Measure  for  the  sale  of  Corn;  this  is  ^age,  1368. 
the  leading  cause  of  diversity.     The   law  has   in   some   cases    prescribed     *^»572. 
particular  Standards  in  the  case  of  certain  commodities ;  for  instance,  the  sale 
of  Coals  in  London.     If  uniformity  be  the  object,  and  a  commodity  may  be 
sold  either  by  Weight  or  Measure,  the  law  clearly  fails  in  its  object. 

It  has  also  been  supposed  that  Lord  Ebrington's  Bill  would   cure  the  cooke  10. 
defects  of  the  present  system ;  but  that  Bill  is  intended  only  to  make  people  Page  on  TreffVy's 
use  the  right  Weights  and  Measures,  not  prescribe  that  particular  commodities  Letter  as  to  Quo- 
sball  be  sold  by  either  Weight  or  Measure  :  nor  would  the  establishment  of  ^^^*^°** 
either  Standard  effect  the  desired  improvement  in  the  Quotations. 

If  it  should  be  thought  too  violent  a  change  to  compel  Dealers  in  districts  Page,  1404. 
where  Weight  is  used,  to  relinquish  Weight  for  Measure,  there  is  a  way  of 
meeting  the  difficulty,  namely,  by  permitting  Weight  still  to  be  used,  with 
this  modification,  that  it  should  be  by  the  lOO  lbs.,  or  by  the  usual  cwt.  of  p  gandaw  213510 
ii2lbs. ;  requiring,  however,  that  the  Weight  per  Bushel  shall  be  given,  as  in  2131}. 
the  places  where  Measure  is  used. 

It  is  proposed  in  this  case,  that  the  Weight  should  be  some  absolute  Weight 
without  reference  to  any  nominal  Bushel,  because  any  reference  to  the  Bushel 
will  create  this  diversity  at  least,  namely,  of  a  real  Bushel  and  a  nominal  Bushel, 
and  pave  the  way  to  other  diversities  in  the  relative  Weights  per  Bushel. 

In  the  manner  above  proposed,  Measure  becomes  in  one  place  the  ordinary  ^^^  ^^ 
Test  or  Standard  of  Quantity,  and  in  other  places  Weight  becomes  the 
ordinary  Test  or  Standard  of  Quantity,  but  in  all  places  the  Weight  per 
Measure  vtrould  be  the  Standard  of  Quality,  and  acting  as  a  common  denomi- 
nator to  both  systems,  each  may  be  rendered  into  the  other ;  and  so  for  all 
occasional  purposes,  each  may  be  employed  as  the  Standard  of  Quantity, 
'  where  the  other  is  the  ordinary  Standard  of  Quantity. 

Of  these  two  systems  thus  combined  with  the  Weight  per  Measure,  there  s^e  Appendix, 
are  fortunately  two  remarkable  practical  instances  in  the  methods  pursued  by  Nos.  5  and  6.' 
the  Victualling  and  Commissariat  Departments  in  the  Public  Service. 

2.  That  the  Weight  per  Measure  of  Corn  sold  should  be  returned  to 
the  Inspectors  with  the  Quantity  now  returned,  and  by  the  parties  who  are 
now  required  to  make  Returns,  whenever  the  Weight  per  Measure  forms 
a  part  of  the  bargain. 

This  could  not  much  add  to  the  difficulty.  To  this  proposition,  however,  page,  1360, 1361. 
that  the  Return  of  the  Weight  per  Measure  should  be  made  only  when  the 
Weight  per  Measure  is  a  part  of  the  bargain,  it  is  objected,  that  parties  would 
abstain  from  making  stipulation  as  to  the  Weight,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  making  the  Return  ;  but  it  is  not  conceivable,  that  if  the  validity 
of  the  bargain  should  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  observance  of  this  pro- 
vision, that  either  Buyer  or  Seller,  especially  the  former,  would  incur  the  risk 
upon  so  important  a  part  of  the  bargain  as  the  Weight  of  the  Corn.  If  the 
partial  plan  above  suggested  were  to  be  adopted,  the  manifest  utility  of  a  con- 
517.  '  e  stant 
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> 

stant  reference  to  Weight  per  Measure  in  all  bargains,  would  gradually  bring 
Bass,  425.  about  the  change.     The  same  penalties  that  are  now  inflicted  in  cases  of 

Page>  t2fti6.  neglect  to  make  the  Corn  Returns,  might  be  also  inflicted  in  cases  of  neglect 

to  furnish  this  additional  particular. 

3.  That  a  Memorandum  of  the  Quantity  sold,  with  the  Weight  per 
Measure,  be  given  by  the  Seller  to  the  Buyer. 

Dowson,  3756.  The  law  now  requires   all   Contracts  above  £•  10  to  be  in   writing,  but 

there  are  many  markets  where  no  note  or  memorandum  is  used,  and  by 
many  persons  it  is  considered  a  great  hardship  and  practical  inconvenience 
to  be  compelled  to  use  a  memorandum.  This  objection  can  scarcely  be 
considered  tenable,  at  least  Legislators  will  not  be  apt  to  regard  it  as  a  bard- 
ship  upon  any  class,  to  prescribe  what  the  law  already  prescribes,  provided 
the  general  law  be  good. 

A  great  objection  is  made  to  the  use  of  a  Memorandum,  on  the  srottfid 
that  the  Markets  are  held  for  so  short  a  time,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
give  formal  Memorandums  in  all  cases ;  but  in  effect  Memorandums  are  given 
in  many  Markets,  either  by  a  separate  Note/  or  by  a  Note  on  the  Sample; 
and  a  very  large  number  of  contracts  are  made  by  Letter.  If  it  were  thought 
desirable  not  to  interfere  with  existing  habits,  still  this  requisition  might  be 
extended  to  all  cases  in  which  contracts  are  given.  The  same  motives  which 
now  induce  persons  to  avail  themselves  of  the  security  of  a  written  contract 
would  still  operate,  and  to  compel  the  insertion  of  the  additional  particular 
would  not  be  to  create  a  greater  hardship  than  to  require  the  same  particular 
to  be  given  in  the  Return  to  the  Inspectors. 

In  point  of  fact,  however,  there  would  be  much  less  room  for  this  objection 

■*   if  a  printed  Memorandum  were  prescribed.     All  that  a  party  beine  a  Farmer 

would  have  to  do  in  the  Market,  would  be  to  fill  up  the  particulars  of  the 

quantities  sold,  and  the  uame  of  the  buyer,  and,  handing  one  copy  to  him, 

Fearnr^ide,  1331.  retain  the  Other  himself.     As  those  merchants  who  transact  a  great  deal  of 

Stead.  607.  business  have  usually  a  clerk  or  some  assistant  with  them,  still  less  objection 

Sandars,2i35.  could  be  urged  against  it  on  their  part. 

Jacob,  2820.  4.  That  the  Inspectors  be  required  to  give  to  any  newspaper  of  the 

district,  wilHng  to  publish  it  free  of  expense,  a  copy  of  the  total  Quan- 
tities of  each  kind  of  Corn  of  each  degree  of  Weight  per  Measure. 

Lyon,  911.  The  newspapers  would  be  glad  of  the  information,  and  in  many  places 

Dr.  Anderson,  are  at  pains  to  seek  it.     This   arrangement,  therefore,  would  involve  no 

^^'^  additional  expense.   At  present  the  newspaper  quotations  are  often  mere  matter 

of  opinion. 

The  chief  use  of  this  provision  would  be  the  publicity  tliereby  given  to  the 
New  Plan. 

Page,  4032.  ii  has  been  suggested    (see  Mr.  Page's  Evidence),  that  the  Inspectors' 

Returns  should  be  made  as  they  are  now,  but  that  an  addition  should  be 
made  by  way  of  note,  stating  what  portion  of  the  whole  quantity  returned  of 
each  kind  of  Corn  had  been  sold,  according  to  the  Weight  per  Measure  or 
quality,  and  at  what  Price  per  each  degree  01  ({uality. 

If  the  introduction  of  the  additional  particular  in  the  Return  (see  3)  should 
be  deemed  too  oppressive,  and  the  use  of  a  Memorandum  (see  4)  should  not 
be  thought  convenient  or  practicable,  still  great  good  would  be  accomplished 
by  the  simple  enactment  that  Measure  should  he  used  in  all  cases  for  the  sale 
of  Corn.  The  use  of  the  Weight  per  bushel,  already  so  general,  would  probably 
become  the  universal  method,  (especially  as  the  people  in  the  North  are  said 
to  be  already  so  much  attached  to  Weight,)  and  they  could  obtain  it  by  no 
other  means  but  by  a  Statement  of  the  Weight  per  bushel.  Nevertheless, 
the  experience  of  the  slow  progress  of  change  in  the  adoption  of  the  Weights 
and  Measures'  Acts,  teaches  that  it  is  not  altogetlier  wise  to  make  it  optional, 
and  that  it  is  better  to  encourage  the  change  at  first,  than  to  incur  the  risk  of 
other  diversities  growing  up,  in  consequence  of  leaving  the  work  half  done. 

It 
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It  is  upon  the  strength  of  the  habit  of  making  these  Returns  to  Inspectors ;  Bass,  522. 
of  stating  the  Weight  per  bushel  in  all  Memorandums  of  Contracts;  and,  Page,  1366. 
above  all,  on  the  Publication  of  the  Inspectors'  Returns,  (forming  more  valuable 
Quotations  than  have  ever  been  publicly  made,)  that  the  proposed  change 
depends  for  success;  and  if  all  these  accessories  can  be  combined  in  aid  of 
each  other,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  object,  there  seems  to  be  every  proba- 
bility that  it  will  be  soon  adopted  throughout  the  country,  without  the  help  of 
Penalties,  or,  at  least,  of  any  new  Penalties.     This  supposition  is  founded  on  Bass,  351.443- 
the  fact,  that  it  is  the  practice  of  Merchants,  and  all  extensive  Dealers,  to  ^^'  Anderson, 
refer  to  the  Weight  per  Measure ;  and  that  it  is  not  only  reasonable  and  con-  ^  ^^'  ^^^* 
venient  to  do  so,  but  that  there  exists  no  other  means  of  attaining  the  same 
results. 

5.  That  all  shipments  from  Irish  ports  should  be  made  in  Measure  with  Cooke,  3920. 
the  Weight  per  Measure,  or  in  Weight  as  now,  with  the  Weight   per  ^^  bau^iiooi 
Measure. 

A  provision  of  this  kind  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  diversities,  and  .even  to  destroy  them  at  their  root.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  we  owe  the  use  of  Weight  alone,  in  this  Country,  chiefly  to 
the  practice  of  Ireland,  from  which  quarter  the  Northern  parts  of  this 
Country  derive  the  greatest  part  of  their  supplies. 

Nor  would  any  hardship  be  inflicted  on  the  Merchants  in  Ireland ;  for  after  Roche,  2527. 
the  Corn  has  passed  from  the  Farmer  to  the  Merchant,  by  new  cleaning  and 
by  kiln-drying,  it  is  made  quite  a  different  thing. 

Besides,  the  Irish  Merchants  are  an  intelligent  class  of  persons,  and  they  are  Callagban,  3971. 
compelled  even  now  to  use  in  some  degree  both  Weight  and  Measure,  in  order  3997- 
to  learn  the  Market  Price  or  Value  of  their  own  Corn  in  the  Markets  of  this 
Country,  where  it  is  constantly  sold  in  larger  or  smaller  Quantities ;  but  if 
such  provision  should    be  productive  of  some  inconvenience  to  the   Irish 
Merchant,  there  is  a  full  Compensation  for  that  to  the  Country  at  large,  in 
the  extinction  of  the  inconveniences  produced  by  the  diversities  in  England 
and  Scotland;  and  there  seems  to  be  no  special  reason  why  England  and  Page,  1320. 
Scotland  should  be  subjected  to  a  defective  System,  which  would  place  those 
Countries  at  variance  with  the  practices  of  Europe,  because  Ireland  cannot 
change  its  System. 

6.  That  in  the  Port  of  London,  and  elsewhere,  the  Meters  being  public 
Corporation  Oflficers,  shall  not  only  measure  the  whole  quantity  of  Corn,  v 
or  such  portion  of  it  as  the  Buyer  may  require,  but  shall  also  weigh  one 

part  in  of  the  quantity  so  measured,  if  the  Buyer  shall 

require  it,  without  demanding  any  additional  Fee. 

This  provision  is  necessary,  merely  to  provide  against  a  possible  demand  pXierf.soig. 
on  the  part  of  Patent  or  Corporation  Officers,  though  it  is  believed  that  they  Roche/2963. 
would  be  willing  to  perform  the  additional  labour  without  making  any  such  Dr.  Anderson, 
demand,  and  that  in  some  cases  it  is  even  now  done,  ^684. 

As  to  the  quantity  sufficient  to  be  weighed,  see  Mr.  Palmer's  Evidence.         Pager°373.^?38o. 

Dudiu,  3338. 

7.  That  the  Buyer  may  require  the  whole  quantity  to  be  weighed  as 
well  as  measured,  at  his  own  expense,  except  in  those  cases  where  disputes 
may  arise  as  to  the  accuracy  of  measuring,  and  the  Return  made  by  the 
Meter  may  differ  from  the  Invoice  or  Bill  of  Lading;  and  that  in  the 
latter  case  the  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  party  who  may  appear  by 
the  result  to  have  been  in  the  wrong. 

This  provision  explains  its  own  purport :  it  is  clear  that  Weighing  the  whole.  Cook,  39. 
in  addition  to  Measuring  the  whole,  being  unnecessary,  an  additional  charge  i>"tton,  ^024. 
ought  to  be  made ;  but  in  case  of  dispute,  it  seems  to  be  the  better  plan  to 
apply  a  new  test  to  determine  the  accuracy  of  the  first,  instead  of  merely 
applying,  untested,  the  same  process  over  again,  as  is  now  frequently  done. — 
517.       '  e2  {See 
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(See  the  EvideDce  of  Mr.  Craig,  Mr.  Stead  and  others,  as  to  the  unsatisfecto- 
riaess  Cf  this  method.  See  also  Mr.  Page's  Evideoce  as  to  the  practice  of  tbe 
Port  of  London  in  the  event  of  disputes.) 


Roche,  3960. 

Christian's  Evi* 

dence. 

Bass,  383. 

Page,  1403.  1435. 


Sullivan,  2643. 


Sullivan,  2619  ^^ 
2628. 


Roche,  243.'j. 


8.  That  the  Act  shall  extend  only  to  England,  Wales  and  Scotiaixi, 
except  as  to  the  foregoing  provision  respecting  Irish  shipments. 

From  the  Evidence  that  has  been  adduced  regarding  tbe  practices  of 
Ireland,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  system  of  that  country  is  so  perfect  as 
not  to  be  capable  of  improvement  The  transactions  between  Fanner  and 
Merchant  would  appear  to  be  carried  on  in  a  very  loose  manner :  First,  tbe 
Com  is  brought  to  Market  and  sold  in  Sacks,  which  gives  an  opportunity  to 
the  Farmer  to  insert  adulterating  articles,  in  order  to  make  the  Corn  weigh 
more ;  the  deception  is  covered  by  inserting  the  inferior  Corn  in  tbe  centre 
of  the  Sack,  the  bottom,  sides  and  top  being  Corn  of  a  better  quality ;  next, 
the  Com  is  usually  weighed  at  the  private  cranes  of  the  Merchants,  by  whom, 
it  is  said,  some  fraudulent  advantage  is  taken  of  the  Farmer. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  desirable  (for  tbe  same  reasons 
which  render  it  desirable  in  England  and  Scotland)  to  introduce  into  Ireland 
the  combined  system  of  Measure  and  Weight  per  Measure,  even  in  the 
transactions  between  the  Farmer  and  the  Merchant,  if  it  were  not  that  tbe 
practice  is  uniform  throughout  Ireland,  and  that  the  prejudices  and  habits  of 
the  people  would  render  the  task  of  accomplisiiing  the  change  difficult,  and 
perhaps  impracticable ;  at  all  events,  there  would  be  great  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  abolition  of  the  established  practice  might,  in  the  course  of  a 
change,  lead  to  the  introduction  of  many  diversities.  Though  tbe  general 
system  be  uniform  throughout  Ireland,  it  would  seem,  from  the  Evidence  of 
Mr.  Sullivan,  that  the  methods  of  employing  that  system  are  divers. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  better  to  confine  the  present  matter,  as 
regards  Ireland,  to  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  the  practice  of  Ireland 
from  continuing  to  be  injurious  to  that  of  England. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  desirable  to  inform  the  Irish  Public  of  the  value 
of  the  combined  method,  and  by  familiarizing  their  minds  with  it  in  order  to 
prepare  the  way  for  making  one  law  for  tbe  whole  country  in  that  matter  as 
in  others,  it  may  be  done  by  a  very  simple  expedient 

By  Mr.  Sullivan's  Evidence,  2595,  it  appears  that  the  Magistrates  are 
empowered,  by  an  Act  of  the  58th  year  of  the  last  reign,  to  decide  disputes 
with  reference  to  Corn.  It  might  be  enacted,  that  in  case  of  disputes  with 
regard  to  the  difference  between  the  Quality  of  the  Sample  and  that  of  the 
Bulk,  that  the  Magistrates  might  take  into  account  the  Weight  per  Measure 
of  the  one  and  the  other. 


Stead,  709. 
Page,  1429. 
Dunkin's  Letter, 
Appendix,  No.  13. 


9.  That  in  all  cases  where  the  terms  of  the  bargain  do  not  exclude  such 
latitude,  or  prescribe  a  diflferent  latitude,  it  shall  be  held  to  be  a  sufficient 
compliance  with  the  bargain,  if  Corn  be  delivered  weighing  one  half 
pound,  or  within  one  half  pound  per  bushel,  more  or  less  than  the  Sample, 
or  than  the  Weight  per  Measure  bargained  for. 

A  Provision  of  this  nature  seems  requisite  to  guard  against  frivolous  ol)jec- 
tions,  on  the  ground  of  slight  differences  between  the  Weight  per  Measure  of 
the  Sample  and  that  of  the  Bulk  delivered. 

Another  Plan  is  adopted  by  the  Government,  namely,  of  fixing  the  lowest 
point  of  Quality,  and  receiving  Corn  of  any  Weight  above  that  Quality ;  at 
the  same  time  paying  for  the  additional  Weight  in  the  same  proportion  as  for 
the  lower  Weight.  {See  the  Commissariat  and  Victualling-office  Return.) 
As  the  Price  of  the  superior  Quality  is  not  paid  for,  the  Seller  has  every 
inducement  to  keep  to  the  terms  of  his  Contract,  while  the  Contract  is  not 
broken  by  supplying  Corn  of  a  much  higher  Quality. 

Perhaps 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  xxxi 

Perhaps  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose  of  Traders  to  give  so  great  a 
latitude  iu  one  direction,  as  that  might  compel  them  to  purchase  a  great  deal 
more  Corn  than  was  bargained  for.  As  there  is  nothing  however  to  prevent 
such  a  circumstance  from  being  excluded  by  express  stipulation,  and  this 
Provision  is  intended  only  to  meet  peculiar  cases,  either  one  or  the  other  of 
the  methods  suggested  would  be  equally  efficacious  and  convenient. 

In  the  case  of  Wheat  the  latitude  might  be  half  a  pound,  but  that  would  be 
too  wide  a  latitude  for  Oats  and  Barley  ;  probably  a  quarter  of  a  pound  would 
be  sufficient  in  the  latter  case,  as  the  weight  per  bushel  of  these  is  so  much  less 
than  the  weight  of  a  bushel  of  Wheat. 


525  Jidij  1834, 


517.  "^  3 
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ERRATA, 

Page  t68.  Q.  99049  line  s6  from  bottom^  dele  the  word  **  flour,''  and  mart 
**  florins''  above  the  figure*  **  u6o  to  «8o." 

Page  169.  Q.  2905,  luie  17  firom  bottom, /or  •  itolbt.'' read  »  1  io.943lb». 

_  _  16  —         for  *'59^r  read  ^^eo^r 

—  -  X3  -         f>r^S9^:'r€ad^^^^r 

—  —  IS  —         /or  "below,-  rrarf **  above/* 

Page  326.  Q.  3011,  line  S%for^  *' when  it  it  wet  will  weigh  much  heavier,"* 
read^ ''  when  it  is  damp  will  weigh  lighter  per  bushel.^  « 

Page  327.  Q.  3025,  line  5,  /or,  ^  Highest,''  read  *'  lightest" 

Page  228.  Q.  3039,  line  5, /or,  **  adopted.  As,"  read^  *<  adopted,  as." 

—  —  14,  imsert  •*  that "  ajter  "  and.- 
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LwuK^  5*  die  Maii^  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Layton  Cooke,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

1 .  WILL  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  opportunities  you  have  had  of  Mr.  Layton  Cooke, 

being  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  selling  corn? — I  have  had  considerable       

opportunities,  having  been  practically  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Buckingham-       5  May  1834. 
snire,  Oxfordshire,.  Wiltshire,  Hampshire,  Sussex,  Surrey  and   Hertfordshire. 

I  have  also  had  considerable  experience  in  the  eastern  counties  and  some  of 
the  northern ;  my  business  has  also  led  me  to  make  inquiries  upon  this  subject 
in  almost  every  county  in  the  kingdom. 

2.  What  is  your  business? — I  am  a  land  and  tithe  surveyor  and  estate  agent. 

3.  You  are  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  the  Society  of  Arts 
in  London,  are  you  not? — I  am.  I  also  went  somewhat  deeply  into  this  subject 
when  I  was  constructing  a  series  of  statistical  charts  some  years  ago,  and  in 
forming  a  graduated  scale  of  duty  for  the  importation  of  foreign  corn,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  late  Mr.  Canning.  I  have  paid  n  good  deal  of  attention 
to  the  subject  at  different  times. 

4.  You  have  written  several  works  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn  Laws,  have  you 
not  ? — I  have  published  two  works  on  the  subject. 

5.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee,  as  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  them, 
w^hat  are  the  present  practices  of  selling  corn  throughout  the  kingdom  ? — There  is 
a  great  diversity  in  the  mode  of  selling  corn  throughout  the  kingdom,  which  per- 
haps is  the  greatest  inconvenience  of  the  present  system  ;  for  instance,  at  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne and  other  northern  markets,  corn  is  sold  by  the  boll  of  two 
bushels,  or  the  boll  of  six  bushels;  at  Carlisle,  by  the  Cumberland  bag  of  three 
bushels;  in  Norfolk,  by  the  coomb  of  four  bushels ;  in  London  and  other  dis- 
tricts, by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels  ;  in  Hertfordshire  and  Bedfordshire,  the 
load  of  wheat,  rye,  peas  and  beans  is  five  bushels ;  at  Leeds  and  Wakefield,  the 
load  is  three  bushels  ;  at  Ulverstone,  the  load  is  four  bushels  and  a  half;  in  Sur- 
rey and  other  parts  of  the  south  of  England,  the  load  of  whealfis  40  bushels,  or  ^ 
five  quarters,  while  the  load  of  oats  in  the  same  place  is  10  quarters  ;  and  in 
Norfolk  and  Cambridgeshire  ^the  last  of  oats  is  21  coombs,  or  10  J  quarters  ; 

at  Bridlington  the  load  varies  from  10  to  20  quarters,  more  , generally 
perhaps  about  15  quarters  is  called  a  load.  Those  are  the  principal  measures 
that  are  used,  but  I  was  about  to  observe  the  variations  are  increased  by  the  use 
in  some  instances  of  the  Winchester,  and  in  others  of  the  Imperial  measure. 

6.  Is  the  old  Winchester  measure  still  in  use  ? — Yes.  At  Chichester  the  far- 
mers Use  the  Winchester  bushel ;  the  dealers  use  the  Imperial  measure.  The 
Winchester  bushel  is  used  at  Oxford,  at  Spalding,  at  Whitehaven  and  at 
Kendal ;  partially  in  Northamptonshire,  Salisbury  and  Wgf  minster,  and  at 
Truro,  Tavistock,  Bodmin,  Winchester,  Andovei^,  Basingstoke  and  South- 
ampton. 

0.36.  B  7.  Have 
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Mr.  Ln/toH  Caolm.  7.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  where  weight  is  used  ? — Weight  is  almost  as 
*""""""—  diversified  as  measure.  It  is  used  at  Boston,  where  the  bushel  is  sometimes 
5  May  1834.  63  lbs.,  and  at  other  times  68  Jibs.;  in  Shropshire  75  lbs.  is  the  bushel^  in 
Yorkshire  60  lbs.,  in  Lancashire  70lbs.,  at  Birmingham  62  lbs.,  at  Wolver- 
hampton  72  lbs.,  and  in  Staffordshire  the  weight  of  the  nominal  bushel  varies 
nearly  with  the  number  of  market  towns^  and  in  some  of  the  markets  two  or 
three  different  weights  are  used.  I  have  made  some  extracts  from  the  Returns 
from  places  where  different  modes  are  adopted  in  the  same  market  for  the  same 
species  of  corn.  ^^  It  is  the  custom  at  Huntingdon  to  sell  wheat  by  the  load  of 
five  bushels,  and  barley,  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels. 
At  St.  Ives,  which  is  only  six  miles  from  this  place,  and  where  there  is  a  very 
large  market,  chiefly  owing  to  the  occupiers  of  fen  lands  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  and 
county  of  Cambridge  disposing  of  their  produce  at  the  last-mentioned  place, 
the  wheat  is  sold  by  the  load  of  five  busliels,  oats  by  the  last  of  10  \  quarters, 
barley,  beans  and  peas  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels.*'  At  Sheffield,  "  the 
wheat  coming  up  by  water  from  Gainsborough  and  Lynn  is  more  generally  sold 
by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  stipulating  to  weigh  63  lbs.  per  Jbushei  net. 
The  wheat  from  Hull  is  more  frequently  sold  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels  or 
the  load  of  three  busheb,  to  be  delivered  60  lbs.  per  bushel  net.  Five  years 
ago  the  Winchester  bushel  was  in  frequent  use  there,  now  scarcely  a  single 
return  in  a  month  is  made  by  that  measure.  Barley  and  oats  are  sold  by  the 
quarter  of  eight  bushels  Imperial ;  the  weight  of  the  latter  per  sack  of  four 
bushels  is  often  mentioned  at  the  time  of  bargaining,  and  varies  from  under 
10  stone  to  upwards  of  12  stone  per  sack  net.  Rye,  beans  and  peas  are  gene- 
rally sold  by  the  load  of  three  bushels  Imperial.  In  beans,  the  weight  is  often 
mentioned,  and  will  vary  from  13  stone  12  lbs.  to  15  stone  12  lbs.  per  load  of 
three  bushels  net.''  At  Hexham,  *^  wheat,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  sold  by  the 
boll,  which  comprises  four  Imperial  pecks  \  rour  of  those  bolls  make  a  quarter. 
Barley  and  Oats  are  sold  by  the  Hexham  bushel,  which  comprises  five  Im- 
perial pecks,  beingv  one  more  than  the  Imperial  boll."  In  some  places,  what 
may  be  called  a  mongrel  system  prevails,  sometimes  weight  and  measure, 
sometimes  measure  and  weight.  At  North  Walsham  "  the  returns  made  by  the 
corn-buyers  are  some  by  the  quarter,  some  by  the  coomb ;  but  it  seems  that  the 
practice  of  this  neighbourhood  is  to  buy  and  sell  com  and  grain  by  the,  last 
when  the  quantity  amounts  to  so  much,  and  if  below  that  quantity,  then  by 
so  many  coombs,  the  same  being  in  all  cases  sold  net,  and  without  any  regard 
to  weight,  except  as  a  criterion  of  value  in  the  judgment  of  the  buyer.** 
At  Lincoln,  "  com  and  other  ^ain  is  invariably  sold  by  sample,  at  so  much  per 
quarter  net,  the  seller  usudly  undertaking  to  deliver  the  same  a  certain 
weight,  as  may  be  agreed  on  between  the  parties.*'  At  York,  "fine  wheat  is 
sold  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels  standard  Imperial  measure ;  lower  sam- 
ples of  wheat  by  the  load  of  three  bushels,  to  weigh  IS  stone  S  lbs.  net, 
14  lbs.  per  stone  j  rye  and  barley  by  the  quarter  01  eight  Imperial  bushels, 
no  weight  mentioned ;  oats  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  to  weigh  21  stone 
10  lbs.  per  quarter  net^  or  per  stone,  14  lbs.  to  the  stone.**    » 

I  have  coloured  this  map  of  the  kingdom  to  show  where  weight  and  measure 
predominates.  In  the  part  coloured  green,  measure  predominates ;  in  that 
coloured  pink,  weight  predominates ;  from  those  parts  of  the  map  not  coloured 
no  returns  have  been  made. — [The  fVitness  produced  the  map.] 

8.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  those  diversities  act  as   inconveniences  to 
buyers  or  sellers? — By  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  relative  price  at  which 
#  they  are  agreeing  for  different  samples  of  com.     If  in  a  market  where  several 

weights  are  used,  calculation  must  be  made.  If  a  dealer  buy  of  one  man  at 
72  lbs.  and  of  another  at  64  lbs.,  he  cannot  tell  without  a  calculation  their 
relative  value ;  and  if  a  difficulty  is  experienced  by  business-men,  as  dealers 
generally  are,  farmers,  who  are  less  accustomed  to  figures,  will  experience  it 
in  a  much  greater  degree.  As  a  proof  of  the  difficulty  which  is  experienced 
even  by  dealers  and  factors,  they  have  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  assimi- 
late different  weights  to  each  other,  to  have  calculations  of  this  sort  prepared 
and  printed,  (prodticing  a  card.) 


\The  same  was  delivered  In  and  read,  as  follows :] 
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TABLE  showing  the  Comfaratitx  Valuk  of  Whxat,  per  Bisurrel,  free  on  board  in  Irektnd, 

and  per  Quarter  in  Londotu 


Mr.Laj^cmCooie. 


5  May  i«34. 


Coit 

WEIGHT   PBR 

IMPERIAt    BVSHEI^ 

perBanel 
ofsSelb*. 

55  lbs. 

56  Dm. 

sribt. 

S8IIM. 

591bt. 

6olte. 

01  Hm. 

6«ItM. 

6S»». 

*^« 

39/3i 

40/ 

t^ 

41/5 

4«/.t 

42/1  oi 

43/t;i 

44/34 

45/ 

25/6 

40/oJ 

4o/9i 

42/a 

48/1  ij 

43,  BJ 

44/54 

45/« 

45/104 

36/ 

40/ioJ 

4«/7 

43/1 

43/01 

a* 

44/61 

45/3t 

46/oi 

46/9? 
47^4 

96/6 

41/7J 

4«4l 

43/i* 

43/10I 

45/5 

46/2 

46/1 1  i 

97J 

4«/5 

43/94 

43/»»i 

44/81 

45/6 

46/34 

47/oi 

47/yi 

48)7 

9116 

43/8i 

^L 

44/94 

45/6i 

46/44 

47/1* 

47/11 

48/8J 

49/6 

«8/ 

44/ 

44/9J 

*§('. 

46/4} 

47/84 

48/ 

48/9^ 

49/7 

5o/4f 

38/6 

♦^<?t 

45/7 

4^4l 

47/H 

48/ 

48/1  oi 

49/74 
50/6i 

5o/5f 

51/34 

^9l 

45/6f 

46/4I 

47.'5| 

48/oJ 

48/loJ 

49/8i 

51/44 

5«/8| 

99/6 

46/4i 
47/«} 

47/«l 

48/oi 

48/104 

49/8J 

50/ei 

£1/4 

52/3 

53/» 

^°L 

*!( 

48/ioi 

49/81 

5«/6* 

51/5 

52/3J 

53/1 1 

54/ 

30/6 

47/" 

48/9i 

49/8 

50/6J 

5i/44 

52/34 

53/1 1 

54/01 

54/10I 

»*(. 

48^J 

49/7 

so/si 

51/44 

59/8 

53/1  i 

54/oi 

54/104 

55/94 

81/8 

49/6 

50/41 

5«/3j 

6S/24 

53/« 

54/ 

54/104 

55/94 

56/1! 

^'L 

5<V3i 

5'/a| 

Sa/ai 

53/oi 

53/114 

54/104 

55/34 

56/S 

'^ 

38/6 

51/0I 

5«/ 

53/11 

53/5o| 

54/94 

55/81 

•66/74 

57/«f 

^« 

51/ioi 

5»M 

53/8J 

54/8 

55/71 

56/64 

57/6 

58/64 

59/41 

38/6 

5«/7l 

53/7 

54/6J 

55/6 

5tV54 

57/5 

58/4* 

59/4 

6o/3i 

^« 

53/5 

54/4i 

5^/+i 

5(^74 

57/31 

$8/34 

59/3 

tio/jj 

63/34 

34/6 

S4/H 

55/34 

56/^ 

57/3    : 

58/lf 

59/14 

60/1 J 

61/1  i 

69/1 

35/ 

55/ 

66/ 

57/ 

57/114 

59/ 

60/ 

60/1  If 

62/ 

63/ 

TABLE  showing  the  Compasativk  Valve  of  Oats,  per  Barrel,  free  on  board  in  Ireland, 

and  per  Quarter  in  London. 


Com  per 
Bri.  of  14 
Stone,  or 

196  Ibt. 


7/ 

7/3 

7/6 

7/9 

8/ 

8/3 

8/6 

8/9 
9/0 

g/3 
9/6 
8/9 
10/ 
10/3 
10/6 
10/9 
iir 
11/3 
11/6 

n/9 

18/ 

12/3 

13/6 
»3/9 

13/ 

»3/3 

13/6 

13/9 

14/ 


WEIGHT    PER   IMPERIAL   BUSHEL. 


S3  Ibt. 


9/5 

9/9 
10/1 

10/54 
10/94 
11/14 

11/54' 

11/9I 

19/l| 
18/64 

12/94 

13/14 

13/64 
13/104 
14/ii 
14/54 
14/104 
15/34 
15/6. 

15/9* 
16/1J 

16/54 

16/9I 

17/2 

17/6 

17/10 

18/3 

18/6 

18/10^ 


Sllbs. 


10/04 

10/4} 

10/9 

11/1 

11/54 

11/94 

12/14 

18/54 

13/10 

13/2 

13/64 

13/104 
14/3 

14/64 

14/11 

15/3 

15/74 

15/114 

16/4 

i6/7i 

17/ 

17/44 

17/84 

18/04 

18/44 

18/9 

19/14 

19/5 


SSIbi.  I  36U>t. 


10/     I  10/34 

io/4i|  10/7I 

io/8|  11/ 

11/oij  11/4I 

11/5  11/9^ 
11/941  12/14 

12/14:  12/5I 

12/6  ;i3/io4 

12/104'  13/2  J 

13/24  13/7' 
13/64  13/114 
13/11 1  14/34 

14/31    14/81 
14/8   I  15/1 
15/04,  15/54 

15/44!  i5/a4 

•5/84'  16/14 
1(5/1       16/5J 

16/54  16/loJ 
16/9  ■  17/34 
17/14'  17/74 
17/6  ii7/iiil 
17/loi  18/4} 

18/3  ;  18/8I 

18/7  ;  19/14, 

18/104,  i9/5i; 
19/34    19/10, 

19/84  30/3}! 
30/         30/6|  { 


sr  ih*. 


38  ibt. 


io/6{  lo/ioj 
10/1  if  I   ll/3| 
11/34' 


11/84 

13/o| 

13/54 
13/10 

13/34 
13/7 


11/74 

19/ 
18/44 

13/94 
13/8 

13/64 
13/114 


39  Ibt. 


13/1141  14/4 
14/4  14/84 
14/84  15/14 
15/14  I  15/64 
15/54  16/ioj 


15/104 

16/24 

16/74 
16/114 

17/44 

i7/8i 

18/14 

18/5J 
18/10^ 

19/2J 

19/78 

19/114        .  . 
30/4}  90/114 

80^    I    21/34 

^1/1 J  j  3i/8i 


16/3 

16/81 
17/04 
17/54 
17/10 
i8/8i 

18/7 
19/, 

i9/4i 

19/9* 

20/3 

3o/6i 


11/14 
11/64 

11/114 

12/4 
13/84 

13/14 
13/64 

13/11 
14/3J 
14/84 
15/14 
15/6 

15/11 

16/3I 

16/84 
17/14 
17/64 

17/11 

18/34 
18/84 

19/14 
19/6 

19/104 
30/34 

3o/8i 
31/1 

81/54 

31/101 

8  2/34 


40  lbs. 


11/5 
11/10 

18/34 
18/74 
13/04 
13/54 
13/104 
14/34 
14/84 
15/1 
15/6 
15/11 
16/4 
16/8I 

17/14 
17/64 
17/114 
18/44 
18/94 
19/8 

i9/7i 

30/oi 

ao/5 

20/lO 
3l/2| 

81/74 
32/ 

82/54 
2ff/lO} 


41Ib>. 


49  lb*. 


4SIb>. 


44  lbs. 


11/84 
I8/14 
I3/6i 

12/114 
13/44 
13/94 
14/34 
14/74 
15/4 
15/04 

15/104 
16/34 
16/8 

17/14 
17/64 
17/114 
18/44 
18/94 
19/34 
19/84 
20/1  i 
3o/6i 

30/11} 
31/44 

31/94 
32/31 

32/7 

23/04 

23/5 


.12/ 
12/5 
12/10} 

13/34 
13/8} 
14/14 

14/64 
15/ 
15/5 
15/104 
16/3;; 
16/8: 

17/14 
17/64 
17/iii 
l8/4!: 
i8/9! 
i9/2ii 
19/8=. 
20/1,, 

20/6; : 

30/lli[ 

21/4H 

21/94 

32/3: 

22/7i ; 

33/14 

23/7 

84/ 


12/34 

12/84 

13/1} 

13/7 

14/04 

i4/5i 

14/11 

15/44 

i6/9i 

16/3 

16/8 

17/14 

mi 

18/5 
18/10} 

19/34 
19/9 
30/34 
20/7 
9 1/0  J 

21/54 
31/11 

32/44 

22/9i 

22/3 

33/84 

34/14 

34/64 


13/61 

13/ 
13/54 
13/11 
14/44 

I  M/9f 
'  15/3 
W8} 

i6/i| 

16/74 
17/04 

17/6 

17/111 

18/4I 

i8/io| 

»9/34, 

19*9 

30/3} 

ao/74 

2l/0i 
31/6} 

31/114 
22/5 

22/1  Of 

23/4 

83/94 

34/3I 

34/8 

35/1 


9.  Are  you  aware  of  any  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  practice  of  selling 
com  by  measure  only  ? — The  greatest  inconvenience  is  that  I  have  mentioned, 
namely,  the  diversity.  There  is  another  inconvenience,  which  applies  more  par- 
ticularly to  sample  markets:  where  corn  is  sold  by  sample,  measure  alone 

0..36.  B  2  affords 
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4        MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

Mr.  Layion  Cooke.,  affords  no  Opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  the  bulk  be  equal  to  the  sample; 

frequent  disputes  arise  in  consequence  of  variations  between  the  sample  and 

5  May  1834.      ^^  bulk,  which  measure  alone  affords  no  opportunity  of  determ'ming. 

10.  Is  measure  alone  a  sufficient  criterion  of  the  value  of  corn? — ^No,  it  is 
no  criterion  of  value,  because  corn  may  be  quoted  at  7  ^*  the  bushel  and  at  9^. 
the  bushel  in  the  same  market ;  the  inference  is,  that  one  is  better  than  the 
other  because  it  bears  a  higher  price,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  is 
so,  or  to  what  extent,  or  why  a  higher  price  should  be  given  for  one  than 
the  other. 

11.  Would,  therefore,  the  rendering  imperative  the  use  of  the  Imperial 
bushel  be  a  sufficient  correction  of  the  imperfections  of  the  present  system  ? — 
No,  it  would  not,  for  the  difficulty  just  mentioned  would  still  exist 

12.  Can  you  account  for  the  Imperial  measure  not  having  been  universally 
adopted? — Many  farmers  have  a  great  antipathy  to  anything  which  is  new; 
they  object  to  innovation  generally,  which  may  be  considered  a  principal 
obstacle  to  the  universal  introduction  of  the  Imperial  measure* 

13.  What  do  you  suppose  induces  them  to  prefer  in  some  cases  the  Win- 
chester to  the  Imperial  bushel? — They  have  been  for  several  years  accustomed 
to  the  Winchester  bushel,  and  perhaps  they  may  be  unwilling  to  change.  A 
similiyr  reluctance  was  exhibited  when  the  change  took  place  from  the  nine- 
gallon  to  the  eight-gallgn  bushel ;  there  was  great  difficultv  in  introducing  the 
Winchester  measure ;  in  fact,  it  has  never  been  fully  introduced,  the  nine-gallon 
bushel  being  still  used  in  some  places.  In  some  parts  of  Wales,  I  believe,  the 
nine-gallon  bushel  is  still  used. 

14*  In  what  manner  are  the  quotations  usually  expressed  in  this  country  ? — 
They  are  expressed  in  the  customary  measure  of  the  district*  I  have  here  a 
copy  of  the  Mark  Lane  Express  and  Com  Reporter  j  they  are  stated  in  the 
customary  provincial  measures. 

[The  same  were  delivered  in,  and  the  following  extracts  read  therefrom :] 

*  (From  Com  Reporter.) 

f.   d.  5.   JU 

Wheat  per  70  lbs.  -        -  English,  red-        -        -        -  -  -79    a'      83 

.Ditto,    white  -        -        -  -  -9--96 

Scotch,  Welsh  and  Manx,  red  -  -  -79-8- 

Ditto    -    ditto    -    ditto,  white  -  -      8    9    -      9    4 

Irish,  red  -        -        -        -  -  -69-7  11 

Ditto,  white     -        -        -        -  -  -79-93 

Ditto,  old,  red  -        -        -        -  -  -6--72 

Oats  per  45  lbs.     -        -  English  and  Scotch  -        -        -  -  -26-210 

Welsh      -        -        -        -        -  -  -25-27 

Irish,  kiln-dried         -        -        -  -  -2^6-29! 

Ditto,  undried  -        -        -        -  -  -26-29 

Barley  per  60  lbs.  -        -  Scotch  and  Irish,  malting  -        -  -  -        —      -        — 

Ditto  -   ditto  -  grinding         -  -  -      36-      311 

English,  grinding      -        -        -  -  -311-42 

Ditto,  per  Impenal  quarter,  malting  -  -        —      -       — . 

Malt  per  Inf[^rial  quarter.  Ditto,  brown    -        -        -        -  -  -44--    48- 

Ditto,  pale       -        -        -        -  -  -46--57- 

Irish 43-«46- 

Rye  per  ditto         -        -  English   -        -        -        -        -  -  -32    --33- 

Irish        -        -        -        -        -  ...    26--    28- 

Beans  per  ditto      -        -  English   -        -        -        -        -  -  -38--40- 

Scotch  and  Irish       -        -        -  -  "33"-35- 

Peas  per  ditto        -        -  English,  grey  265.  to  28  s.  white  -  -    42    -    -    46    - 

^    Flour  per  280  lbs.  -        -  English,  fine    -        -        -        -  -  -43    --46- 

Irish,  fine  seconds     -        ^        -  -  -41--44- 

Ditto,  superfine         -        -        -  -  -44--    46- 

Oatmeal       ...  English,  per  240  lbs.  -        •  -  -23--24- 

Irish  and  Scotch,  old  2i«.  to  22 «.  new  -    22     6    -    23    6 

Arrivals  firom  the  9th  to  the  15th  July,  inclusive : 

Wheat.        Barley.  Oats.  Bearft  Peas.         Oatmeal.  Floor. 

Coastwise        -         975    -    253    -  2,164    -    197    -     —     "       21     -         21  sacks. 

Ireland  -  -  3,177  -  19  -  4,354  -  153  -  —  -  ^»879  -  6.369  — 
Canada  -  -  1,650  -  —  -  —  -  —  -  —  -  —  -  200  — 
Foreign  of  Europe     450    -110-         80-     —    -       12-     —     -         20  brls. 

Averages :  Wheat,  8,625,  51 «.  iJ.;  Barley,  oo«.  od.\  Oats,  2,022,  i8«.  412^ 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  5 

(From  the  Mark  Lane  Express.)  M,^  j^^^  Cooke. 

5.    a.  5.  a.  ,^___ 

Wheat         -  English,  white,  per  7olbs.  -        -        -        -        -        -86    a'      9-         ^tu«,.  ,110. 

Ditto,  red  .* 8--83         5  May  i»34. 

Ditto,  new  white       -        -        -        -        -        -        -8--86 

Scotch,  Welsh  and  Manx  -        -'       -        -        -84-89 

Irish,  Stransford,  &c.         -        -        -        -        -        -y^-ytj 

Ditto,  Wexford,  8cc.  -        -        -        -        -        -73-76 

Ditto,  new  white        -        --        -        -•-        -76-8- 

Ditto,  new  red-        -        -        -        -        -        -        -611-78 

Dantzic     -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -89-9- 

Oats    -        -  English  and  Scotch,  per  45  lbs.  -        -        -        -210-3- 

Irisn         -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -28-29 

Foreign    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -25-26 

Barley  -  English,  malting,  per  Imperial  quarter         -        -        -    30    -    -    34    - 

Scotch  and  Irish,  aitto,  per  60  lb.         -        -        -        "4--43 
Feeding,  per  60  lbs.    -        -        -        -        -        -        -310-4- 

Beans  -  English,  per  Imperial  quarter     -        -        -        -        "39--43- 

Irisn,  &c.  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -36--39- 

Foreign     -        -        -        -        -        -        -  -36--40- 

Peas    -        -  English,  per  Imperial  quarter     -        -        -        -        -40--44- 
Foreign    -        - 38    --40- 

Flour  -        -  English,  per  280  lbs.  -        -        -        -        -        "44--    46- 

Irisn      ♦.  -        --        -        -        -        -        -        -^^    —    —    ^^.^ 

Oatmeal       -  English,  per  240  lbs.  -        -        -        -        -        -        -23    --23     6 

Irisn         -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -.-21--23- 

New         -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -24--26- 

Indian  Com^  per  480  lbs.        -        -        -        -        -        -  -36--    38- 

Rye     -        -  per  Imperial  quarter  -        -        -        -        -        -        -32--36- 

Malt   -        -  Ditto 58    --62- 

15.  Is  it  sufficient  to  indicate  the  price  and  the  measure  only? — The  price 
and  the  measure  is  not  sufficient  to  indicate  the  quality. 

16.  Are  not  the  quotations  of  great  service  to  the  producers,  and  of  dealers 
in  general,  enabling  them  to  determine  on  the  market  to  which  they  shall  resort, 
and  at  what  time  ? — At  present  they  affiard  very  little  valuable  information  on 
that  head,  because  they  do  not  indicate  the  quality  of  the  com.  It  is  merely 
stated  that  a  certain  number  of  quarters  sold  at  a  certain  price  ;  the  weight 
being  omitted,  the  test  of  quality  is  incomplete ;  therefore  a  person  at  a  distance 
would  have  no  means  of  determining  whetjier  it  would  be  better  to  buy  or  sell 
at  another  market  in  preference  to  his  own ;  but  if  the  weight  were  super- 
added, he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  proper  conclusion.    ^ 

1 7.  You  conceive  they  might  be  made  very  valuable  ? — Yes ;  if  the  specific 
gravity  were  ascertained  it  would  be  valuable,  because  it  would  establish  a 
perfect  test  of  quality. 

1 8.  Do  not  you  conceive  that  farmers  are  very  much  assisted  by  the  quotations 
in  determining  to  what  market  they  shall  s^d  their  corn,  and  at  what  time 
they  shall  send  their  corn  to  market  ? — They  may  be  assisted  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, but  they  would  be  much  better  informed  if  the  weight  were  given  with 
the  measure  and  the  price* 

1 9.  Are  the  quotations  so  simply  and  uniformly  expressed  that  they  cafi  be 
-well  understood  without  much  calculation  ? — No  j  they  are  very  difficult  to 
be  understood,  inasmuch  £k  they  vary  in  the  same  market. 

20.  Are  they  understood  at  once  by  experienced  dealers  ? — No,  or  else  those^ 
cards  I  have  referred  to  would  not  require  to  be  printed. 

21.  Will  not  the  quotations  of  distant  markets  often  determine  the  prices 
•of  other  markets  ? — The  quotations  of  London,  for  instance,  influence  a  great 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

22.  Do  not  you  apprehend  that  the  quotations  at  Liverpool  will  influence  ^ 
other  markets? — Yes,  markets  in  that  direction. 

23.  How  are  the  quotations  of  the  London  markets  expressed  ? — In  quarters 
generally. 

24.  Does  not  the  com  vary  in  price  in  difierent  markets,  and  even  in  the 
same  market,  on  account  of  the  quality;  does  the  quotation  of  either  weight 
or  measure  simply  give  any  idea  of  the  cause  of  this  difierence  ? — The  price  of 
corn  frequently  varies  in  a  market  from  15  s.  to  05  s.  b.  quarter  ;  but  neither 
weight  nor  measure  simply  will  give  any  idea  of  the  quality.  What  I  observed 
with  reference  to  measure  will  apply  to  weight.     If  a  cwt.  is  sold  at  one 

0.36.  B  3  price^ 
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Mr.  Laykm  Cook,  price,  and  a  cwt.  at  another  price,  no  reason  is  at  present  shown  why  that  differ^ 
'  '  ence  should  exist. 

5  May  1834.  25.  In  measuring  alone,  is  it  not  possible  to  commit  fraud,  either  by  measur- 

ing heavily  or  lightly  ? — It  is  possible  to  make  a  difference  by  measuring  heavily 
or  lightly. 

26.  Will  you  explain  what  is  meant  by  measuring  heavily  or  lightly  ? — ^There 
is  a  great  deal  of  art  in  measuring  corn.  Some  persons  htrve  a  knack  of  filling 
the  bushel  with  much  less  com  than  another  man  could  do. 

27.  You  are  aware  that  corn  carried  to  a  distance,  and  frequently  measured 
over,  will  measure  much  less  after  being  removed  and  shaken  together  than  it 
will  fresh  from  the  bam? — Yes,  that  is  the  case. 

28.  That  deficiency  must  frequently  lead  to  great  inconvenience  on  the  part 
of  the  farmer,  because  he  puts  up  his  com  into  a  certain  measure  with  the  best 
possible  intention  ;  he  takes  it  to  a  distant  market }  it  is  sold  to  a  factor,  who 
Removes  it  a  considerable  distance  again,  and  then  it  is  found  short  of  quantity? 
— Yes ;  iind  disputes  very  frequently  occur  rejecting  the  transit  of  com  by 
barges ;  it  does  not  measure  out  so  much  as  when  taken  in.  This  would  be 
corrected  by  adding  the  weight  to  the  measure* 

29.  Is  the  better  or  inferior  quality  of  com  more  likely  to  lose  by  a  measure 
under  the  circumstances  referred  to? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that 
question.  * 

30.  Is  there  not  great  difference  of  skill  among  the  measurers  of  com?— 
There  is  a  great  difference. 

31 .  Does  it  make  any  difference  as  to  the  position  in  which  the  bushel  staadsi 
whether  on  a  floor  that  is  hollow  or  on  a  firm  body? — If  tlie  measure  is  placed 
on  a  floor  that  is  liable  to  be  shaken,  it  will  contain  more  com  than  upon  a 
s<Hind  bottom.  ' 

32.  What  diflerence  would  a  skilful  and  unskilful  measurer  of  com  make  per 
quarter? — Perhaps  they  may  make  IJ  or  probably  2  per  cent. 

33.  That  would  be  4  lbs.  to  6 lbs.  in  a  quarter? — Yes. 

34.  That  would  create  a  considerable  loss  to  a  farmer  ? — Certainly  it  would. 
2^  Independently  of  the  chances  of  fraud,  are  not  farmers  and  others  liable 

to  misunderstandings  from  the  conduct  of  their  servants  ? — Yes  ;  unless  they 
stand  by  while  the  com  is  measured  out»  they  are  liable  to  have  it  measured 
improperly. 

$6.  Would  not  that  class  of  persons  consider  a  measure  which  should  relieve 
them  from  misunderstandings  a  very  great  advantage?— I  should  suppose  they 
would  fPbut  perhaps  in  every  instance  it  might  not  be  so  considerea;  they  are 
difficult  to  please  now  and  then. 

37.  What  class  in  society  should  you  "say  suffers  from  com  being  sold  by 
imperfect  and  faulty  modes  of  sale  ? — I  should  say  the  farmers. 

38.  Would  you  not  be  disposed  to  say  that  the  labouring  classes  in  distant 
parts  of  the  country,  who  are  in  <he  habit  of  buying  their  com  from  farmers, 
and  who  are  no  judges  of  quality,  would  be  likely  to  suffer  the  most? — Thev 
might  suffer  from  these  causes,  which  proves  the  necessity  for  using  bom 
measure  and  weight. 

39.  May  not  persons  measure  over  and  over  again  the  same  quantity  of  com^ 
and  not  produce  the  same  results  ? — Yes,  they  may.  ^ 

40.  Can  this  be  discovered  without  reference  to  weight  r — No,  it  cannot. 

41.  Why  not? — If  they  measure  three  or  four  times  over  and  make  a  difler- 
ence each  time,  they  will  not  know  which  is  right  and  which  is  wrong  without 

,  the  application  of  some  other  means,  such  as  weight. 

42.  Can  you  mention  any  other  inconveniences  to  which  the  system  of 
measuring  alone  exposes  the  fanner? — I  do  not  at  present  recollect  any  others. 

•  43-  If  measuring  alone  is  productive  of  inconvenience,  would  the  substitution 

of  weight  alone  be  a  sufficient  regulation? — No;  it  would  be  subject  to  the 
same  inconvenience  as  measure  alone. 

44.  Does  weight  of  itself  determine  the  quality  of  com? — No;  there  may 
be  a  very  good  parcel  and  a  very  inferior  parcel,  each  of  the  same  weight ;  the 
value  would  be  different  j  the  weight  alone  would  not  define  the  quality.     ^ 

45.  Is  weight  less  open  to  the  chances  of  fraud  ? — I  think  it  may  be,  to  a 
a  limited  extent. 

46.  Can  it  be  used  with  less  trouble,  and  therefore  with  less  cost  ? — After 
com  has  been  measured  into  sacks,  the  general  plan  of  the  purchaser  is  to 
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weigh  it,  and  if  it  comes  up  to  the  weight  he  estimated  it  to  be^  he  accepts  it ;  Mr.  Layum  Cootu 

but  if  it  falls  short  of  the  estimated  weight,  he  then  measures.     He  adopts  thjs       

mode  on  account  of  the  greater  facility  of  wetghiog  com  in  sacks  to  remeasur-       5  May  1834. 
ing  of  it* 

47.  Sumj>09e  that  freight  only  were  resorted  to  by  those  who  deal  in  com, 
do  you  tt%k  it  would  am>rd  a  sufficient  substitute  feu*  measure  ? — No  \  it  would 
afford  no  better  criterion  than  measure  alone ;  it  is  q>en  to  the  same  defect,  that 
it  is  no  test  of  quality. 

48.  Is  not  the  price  being  stated  and  the  weight  a  criterion  as  to  quality? — 
The  weight  and  the  price  only  afford  no  criterion  of  the  quality^  of  conL 
If  one  cwt.  of  wheat  is  sold  for  50^.,  another  cwt.  is  sold  for  60  5.,  the  inference 
is  that  one  sample  is  worth  10^.  more  than  the  other,  but  there  is  no  proof  of 
the  fact,  nor  any  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  difference  of  weight  or 
quality. 

49.  Does  that  not  depend  upon  the  ju^^ment  of  purchasers  r — Yes. 

50.  Is  it  n(Jt  a  sufficiently  correct  standard,  whether  that  corn  suits  his  pur- 
pose at  105.  a  quarter  higher  price? — It  may  be  assumed  that  the  purchaser 
would  not  pay  the  price  unless  it  answered  his  purpose. 

51.  Does  com  always  give  flour  in  proportion  to  its  weight,  or  always  in 
proportion  to  its  bulk? — If  you  compare  English  white  wheat  with  English 
white  wheat,  and  English  red  wheat  with  English  red  wheat,  the  heaviest  in 
each  case  will  be  the  best. 

52.  Therefore  weight  will  be  the  standard  ?-*- Weight  will  in  that  case  be 
used  as  the  regulator  of  measure. 

53-  Do  you  mean  the  Committee  to  understand  that  wheats  grown  on  clay 
soils  of  a  certain  kind  might  not  be  of  nH>re  value  than  the  same  sort  of 
wheat  grown  on  a  rich  loam  or  a  sand,  without  reference  to  weight? — :The 
description  of  wheat,  whether  red  or' white,  must  be  considered  ;  and  it  will  be 
found  that  the  heaviest  wheat  will  be  the  best,  comparing  the  separate  qualities 
of  the  wheat.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  it  is  the  specific  gravity ;  we  must 
take  in  the  measure  with  the  weight ;  it  is  not  merely  that  one  cwt.  of  each 
^ort  will  produce  that  effect,  because  we  cannot  make  a  comparison  with  weight 
alone,  but  the  quantity  must  also  be  taken  into  account.  "^ 

54.  As  a  general  rule,  will  not  the  weight  be  a  sufficient  indication  of  the 
quantity  of  flour  which  is  contained  in  any  given  quantity  of  com? — Certainly, 
tne  question  including  quantity  in  measure. 

5.5.  Weight  being  so  far  a  sufficient  indication,  if  weight  be  coupled  with 
price,  do  you  not  think  that,  for  all  practical  purposes,  weight  and  price  would 
be  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  Quality  of  corn  sold  ?- — No,  I  do  not  consider 
weight  alone  any  indication  of  quality :  if  you  merely  take  a  given  weight  of  two 
kinds  of  wheat,  neither  is  the  heaviest  unless  they  are  taken  in  relation  to 
quantity. 

56.  What  is  the  value  of  corn  ;  is  it  not  the  quantity  of  flour  which  a  certain 
quantity  of  corn,- either  weight  or  measure,  will  produce? — Yes. 

57.  6y  which  means  do  you  arrive  with  the  most  certainty  at  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  flour  likely  to  be  in  a  certain  portion,  either  weight  or 
measure  ? — If  a  person  buys  wheat  by  measure,  he  estimates  in  his  own  mind 
what  it  will  weigh,  and  if  he  buys  it  by  weight,  it  has  reference  to  measure  j  in 
practice,  both  are  invariably  included  in  the  estimate  of  quality. 

58.  What  is  the  extreme  variation  in  the  weights  of  a  certain  measure  of  com, 
for  instance,  a  bushel  ? — From  54  lbs.  to  64  lbs.  or  66  lbs.  j  the  nominal  bushel  6£ 
7Slbs.  will  measure  more  than  a  bushel. 

59.  Do  you  conceive  that  64 lbs.  is  the  utmost  any  bushel  will  give? — I  have 
Jknown  it  as  high  as  661bs.  or  67lbs.,  but  that  is  very  rare. 

60.  You  re^r  to  the  Imperial  bushel  ? — Yes. 

61.  What  is  the  lowest  ? — Some  fen  wheats  may  be  as  low  as  52  lbs. 

62.  Taking  the  average  of  the  weights  of  different  markets,  what  should  you 
say  was  the  variation? — I  cannot  undertake  to  answer  that  question;  the 
weights  are  not  given  in  the  returns. 

63.  Supposing  a  system  of  weight  were  adopted,  you  do  not  consider  that  we 
-shoijdd  do  without  reference  to  measure?— ^No ;  I  do  not  see  that  weight  alone 
could  give  any  greater  facility  than  measure. 

64.  Will  you  sum  up  what  you  consider  the  advantages^  and  what  you  con- 

•        B  4  sider 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

3ir.  Lat/ton  Cooke,  sider  the  disadvantages  of  weight  alone  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any 
— — — •      advantages  in  weight  alone ;  very  trifling,  if  any. 

5  May  1834.  g^    yyin  you  state  your  reasons  for  the  opinion  you  have  expressed,  that 

weight,  coupled  with  price,  would  not  for  all  practical  purposes  be  a  sufficient 
criterion  of  quality,  as  well  as  of  quantity  of  corn? — I  do  yot  think  it  would  be 
any  criterion  without  quantity.  You  might  in  two  markets  have  mie  a  much 
higher  average  than  another,  but  the  com  might  not  bear  that  proportionate 
difference. 

66.  Local  circumstances  must  of  course  always  have  an  influence  on  prices, 
for  instance,  the  distance  of  any  particular  market  from  the  consuming  market? 
— No  doubt. 

67.  Taking  the  case  of  a  corn-dealer  in  London,  if  he  wanted  to  obtain  a 
certain  quantity  of  flour  for  the  London  market,  and  that  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  purchase  com  for  conversion  into  that  flour,  which  system  would  he 
most  readily  adopt,  purchasing  the  com  by  weight  or  purchasing  it  by  measure, 
always  keeping  in  view  that  the  quantity  of  flour  to  be  obtained  is  the  object  ? 
— Where  he  has  been  accustomed  to  buy  by  measure,  it  is  possible  he  might 
wish  to  continue  to  do  so,  estimating  the  weight.  If  accustomed  to  buy  by 
weight,  he  would  probably  adopt  that  plan,  estimating  the  quantity  by  the 
measure. 

68.  Are  you  conversant  with  the  practice  of  the  Liverpool  market? — No,  I 
am  not  conversant  with  the  Liverpool  market. 

69.  You  are  aware  that  various  kinds  of  corn  are  sold  by  different  weights, 
nominally  by  a  measure  tested  by  weight,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  sold 
only  by  weight  ? — Yes,  so  I  understand. 

70.  Did  you  ever  know  an  instance  of  a  corn-factor  who  has  bought  corn  by 
sample  and  by  weight,  testing  it  by  measure  $  does  not  he  buy  a  certain  mea- 
sure, which  is  supposed  to  be  70  lbs.,  though  it  never  comes  to  that  ? — I  should 
think  not.  If  he  buys  70  lbs.  of  wheat,  the  measure  being  nominal,  he  would 
expect  his  weight ;  but  with  reference  to  70  lbs.  never  having  been  the  weight 

•  of  the  bushel  of  wheat,  it  is  possible  it  may  have  been  calculated  when  the  nine- 
gallon  bushel  was  in  practice. 

71.  Where  you  have  seen  distillers  buy  barley,  you  have  seen  them  weigh 
small  quantities  by  a  test  of  their  own  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

72.  Have  you  ever  seen  corn  bought  by  weight  tested  by  the  measurer — 
No;  practical  men,  millers  and  dealers,  are  sufficiently  acquainted,  from  their 
habits,  to  determine  by  handling  the  corn  what  it  will  weigh  per  bushel. 

73.  Does  it  not  follow  that  in  wheat  or  other  corn  the  heaviest  is  the  most 
valoable  ? — ^Yes  j  wheat  for  making  flour,  comparing  two  samples  of  the  same 
description,  the  heaviest  will  be  the  best  for  grinding. 

74.  Where  colour  is  a  great  object  it  may  not  be  so  r — No,  but  in  the  quota- 
tions for  barley  it  is  generally  stated  whether  it  is  fit  for  malting  or  not. 

75.  Have  you  ever  made  up  your  mind  how  short  the  measure  runs  of  the 
weight  on  the  average  ? — I  do  not  know  the  average  weight  of  wheat  through 
the  kingdom. 

76.  Do  you  think  that  a  quarter  generally  weighs  more  than  32  or  S3  stcme, 
though  taken  at  40  stone  to  the  quarter  ? — There  is  very  little  wheat  that  weighs^ 
30  much  by  the  Imperial  bushel. 

77.  You  do  not  know  how  much  short  of  that  it  generally  falls  ? — It  will 
vary  from  52  lbs.  to  66  lbs.  a  bushel. 

78.  Supposing  you  were  to  measure  out  eight  quarters  of  wheat,  how  much 
do  you  think  on  the  average  you  would  be  obliged  to  add  to  make  it  weight.^ 
— I  do  not  think  1  should  be  obliged  to  add  anything  to  make  it  weight. 

79.  You  do  not  know  whether  in  eight  quarters  you  are  obliged  to  add  one 
quarter  to  make  it  up  70  lbs.  ? — I  cannot  state  what  is  the  average  weight  of 
corn  throughout  the  kingdom. 

80.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  in  the  markets  for  wheat  the  com 
inspectors  are  in  the  habit  of  returning  the  weight  price  or  the  measure  price  ? 
— The  return  should  be  of  the  measure  price. 

81.  Do  you  state  that  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

82.  Would  not  the  weight  alone  afiect  the  system  of  taking  the  averages  ?— 
Weight  alone  would  alter  the  whole  system,  because  the  new  scheme  of  duties 
must  be  calculated  for  weight,  and  it  must  be  determined  what  weight  would 
be  equivalent  to  the  present  measure* 

•  83.  Howr 
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83.  How  can  this  effect  be  obviated  ? — By  selJing  by  measure  and  returning  Mr.  Layton  Cooke. 
the  weight  with  the  quantity.  

84.  That  is,  superadding  the  weight  to  the  present  system  ? — Yes.  5  May  1834. 

85.  In  wjiat  manner  are  the  avenges  now  taken  ? — In  London  they  are  taken 
on  a  certain  number  of  quarters  at  a  certain  price,  the  value  of  the  different 
qoantities  are  cast  up,  and  the  total  divided  by  the  total  number  of  quarters. 

86.  In  those  markets  where  corn  is  sold  by  weight  and  not  by  measure 
are  you  conversant  with  the  calculations  on  which  the  returns  are  made  ? — 1  am 
not 

87.  If  the  price  be  6  $.  per  bushel  by  weight,  of  70  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  it  is 
only  5  s.  i>d.  by  measure,  that  will  make  a  difference  of^Vth,  that  would  be 
4  ^.  a  quarter ;  what  effect  will  that  have  upon  the  present  rate  of  duty  ? — It 
would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  duty ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  to  what 
amount. 

88.  In  some  points  of  the  scale  it  would  a£fect  the  duty  is.  by  an  increase 
of  1^.?— Yes. 

89.  Do  you  consider  that  to  be  about  the  average  difference  between  w^ght 
and  measure  ? — I  do  not  know  exactly. 

90.  Are  you  prepared  to  speak  as  to  the  system  of  averages  ? — Not  very  par- 
ticularly, but  the  present  mode  of  taking  the  averages  is  an  improvement  on 
the  former  practice. 

91.  Explain  what  was  the  former, <and  what  is  the  present  system  ? — Formerly 
the  highest  and  lowest  prices  of  the  market  were  taken,  and  the  mean  quoted 
as  the  average ;  at  present  each  quantity  sold  is  calculated  at  the  respective 
prices,  the  different  sums  added  together,  and  the  total  divided  by  the  total 
quantity. 

92.  Are  you  aware  that  that  is  done  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is 
invariably  acted  upon  ;  that  is  the  practice  at  Mark-lane,  where  it  is  also  given 
somewhat  in  detail. 

93.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  corn  in- 
apectors   in   the   markets  to  reduce  the  sales  of  their  com  to  the  Imperial  • 
bushel? — It  is. 

94.  i^o  that  they  make  their  return  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  Imperial 
quarter,  by  reducing  it  to  that  standard  ? — That  is  what  they  ought  to  do,  but 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  is  always  done. 

95.  The  returns  made  from  Mark-lane  are  always  in  the  Imperial  bushel  ? — * 
They  arc. 

96.  Are  you  to  be  understood,  that  in  markets  where  corn  is  sold  by  weight 
and  not  by  measure,  the  inspectors  then  reduce  it  in  the  best  manner  they  are 
able  to  the  Imperial  bushel  or  quarter  ? — I  think  there  is  a  scale  for  them  to 
go  by. 

97.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  it  is  not  usual,  when  you  are  in  a  mar- 
ket where  corn  is  sold  by  weight  only,  to  ask  what  it  will  weigh  per  bushel, 
meaning  the  Imperial  bushel  ? — It  is  common  to  inquire  what  it  will  weigh  per 
bushel. 

q8.  A  man  conversant  with  the  article  makes  up  his  mind  what  it  will  weigh? 
-^Yes,  they  estimate  in  their  own  mind  what  it  will  weigh.  « 

gg.  So  that  when  corn  is  sold  by  measure  it  has  reference  to  weight,  and 
where  it  is  sold  by  weight  it  has  reference  to  measure  ? — Yes,  just  so.  .  You 
cannot  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  quality  without  reference  to  both  weight 
and  measure.  A  considerable  dealer  in  com  called  upon  me  this  morning  in 
his  way  to  market :  I  stated  to  him  that  there  was  an  idea  of  adding  weight  to 
measure  ;  he  said,  then  if  that  is  the  case,  the  skill  would  be  of  no  value ;  any* 
body  might  buy  corn  as  well  as  ourselves. 

100.  You  consider  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  alone  would  not  produce 
that  result? — Certainly  not.  The  following  is  the  scale  printed  in  the  Act  of 
1  &  2  Geo.  4,  for  reducing  corn  sold  by  weight  to  Imperial  measure ;  the  Act 
1  dc2  Geo.  4  directs  that  the  following  weights  shall  be  equal  to — 

Whctt.  BMrley.  Oati.  Rje.  Beaos.  Peas, 


Winchester  bushel 
Imperial  bushel 

67  lbs. 
-      59lhs. 

-  49  lbs-    -    38  lbs. 

-  51  lbs.    -    39lhs. 

-  SSlbs. 

-  67  lbs. 

•    ealbs.    -    64  lbs. 
-    63lbs.    -    64lbs. 

0.36. 

c 

101.  Have 

Digitized  by  CnOOQ IC 

10  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

Bfr.  Lt^tm  Cooke.  ^01.  Have  you  ever  heard  tliat  in  markets  where  weight  alone  is  used  anjr 
— ..  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  it  ? — I  have  not  been  so  much  accustomed  to 
5  May  1834.      markets  where  weight  alone  is  used. 

102.  Do  you  conceive  there  is  any  practical  inconvenience  rathe  present 
practice  of  buyers  and  sellers  having  reference  to  both  ? — ^In  selling  by  sanpie 
they  have  no  means,  under  the  present  arrangement,  of  deteroiining  aoy 
variation  between  the  bulk  and  the  sample ;  but  if  weights  were  superadded,  it 
would  at  once  determine  the  extent  of  the  difiference ;  for  unless  sample  and 
bulk  had  undergone  the  same  process  of  cleaning,  they  could  not  agree  in 
weight 

103.  If  any  change  took  place  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  an  alteration  in 
the  scale  of  duties  ? — If  weight  were  substituted  for  measure* 

T04.  Why  do  you  concfeive  that  ?— -Because  the  duties  are  now  collected  m 
measure,  and  must  be  collected  on  weight  afterwards. 

105.  If  you  struck  the  average  weight  of  the  bushel  of  wheat  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  ? — There  would  be  a  diflSculty  in  getting  the  average  oi  the 
kiogdom. 

106.  Might  not  you  take  the  highest  and  the  lowest  ? — ^There  aright  not  be 
an  equal  Quantity  of  the  two,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  conect 

107.  It  you  take  an  average  you  may  approach  the  higher  or  the  lower, 
according  to  the  proportions  of  each,  and  find  upon  that  the  average  weight  of 
a  bushel  of  wheat? — That  might  still  be  very  wide  of  the  truth* 

108.  If  the  weight  was  put  too  heavy,  it  would  be  so  far  a  great  inccm- 
venience,  as  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  the  British  farmer  ? — Yes. 

109.  If  it  was  put  too  light  it  would  be  a  correspondent  advantage  to  Inar 

•  — Yes. 

1 1  o.  Therefore  it  will  require  great  nicety  in  the  doing  it  ?— Yes ;  the  best 
mode  of  ascertaining  this  would  be,  requiring  the  weight  to  be  returned  with 
the  measure. 

111.  By  your  system  of  a  combination  of  weight  and  measure  two  operations 
will  be  required  in  the  purchase  of  corn,  weighing  the  corn  and  then  measuring 
it.^ — ^They  would  measure  it  first,  and  weigh  one  sack  out  erf  ten  or  a  score ;  the 
whole  would  not  require  to  be  weighed. 

1 1 2.  The  corn-merchant  going  into  a  market  purchases  of  several  indivi- 
duals, of  course  the  double  operation  would  have  to  be  gone  tbrou^  with  endk 
from  whonfi  he  purchases  ? — Weight  would  be  so  much  easier  ftxme  cornrmer- 
chant  than  remeasuring,  that  it  would  continue  to  be  adopted ;  it  has  long  been 
the  general  practice  to  weigh  it  in. 

1 13.  So  that,  practically,*^weight  would  be  the  mode  by  which  he  would  com- 
plete his  purchases  ? — He  completes  his  purchase  by  measure,  then  ascertiunii^ 
the  weight  of  one  sack  he  will  weigh  the  whole. 

114.  That  system  has  been  acted  on  at  Liverpool  for  many  years;  are  you 
aware  that  there  the  corn  is  bought  by  the  double  test  of  weight  and  roeasurei 
though  it  is  only  purchased  by  weight  r — It  is  bought  by  weight,  the  measure  is 
nominal. 

1 1 5.  Does  not  that  show  that  a  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure, 
however  perfect  in  theory,  yet  practically  resolves  itself  into  a  system  of  weight? 

•  — I  do  not  see  that. 

116.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  Ireland  wheat  is  sold  entirely  by  weight? — 
Yes,  it  is. 

117.  And  at  Liverpool  by  the  double  standard  ? — There  cannot  be  a  double 
standard ;  you  cannot  compel  70  lb3.  of  wheat  of  all  descriptions  to  measure  a 
bushel ;  there  cannot  be  two  standards ;  weight  is  the  standard,  the  measure 
is  nominal. 

118.  Are  you  not  recommending  a  double  standard  r — No,  I  think  not ;  it  is 
a  measure  which  is  certain,  and  the  weight  of  that  measure  is  variable ;  it  is  not 
two  standards. 

119.  Was  it  not  in  Ireland  originally  a  combination  of  weight  and  measure^ 
inasmuch  as  the  bargain  is  made  by  the  barrel,  but,  first  by  custom,  and  subse- 
quently by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  barrel  is  equivalent  to  a  certain  weight, 
showing  also,  as  in  the  case  of  Liverpool  market,  that  where  weight  and  measure 
are  combined  the  whole  ultimately  resolves  itself  into  weight? — It  is  weight 
alone ;  there  is  no  reference,  I  apprehend,  to  measure  either  in  Ireland  or  Liver- 
pool.    You  call  it  70 lbs.  a  bushel,  but  there  is  no  measure  employed;  it  is  not 
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every  70  lbs.  that  will  fill  a  busliel»  it  will  be  either  less  or  more ;  the  bushel  is  Mr.  Lajftan  Cooke. 

merely  ideal.  — ^-^ 

120.  Did  it  not  arise  from  this,  that  oq  sales  a  bushel  was  found  to  contain  £May  1834. 
a  certain  number,  and  from  that  circumstance  in  future  sales  it  was  taken  for 

granted  ?«»-Itm^fat  be  so ;  but  it  is  weight  alone,  I  appreb^,  both  at  Liverpool 
and  in  Ireland,  without  reference  to  measure  at  all,  though  it  is  called  a  bushel. 

121.  It  is  an  ideal  bushel ;  the  actual  thing  is  ascolained  by  being  weighed  ? 
— Yes,  just  so. 

122.  Then  the  weight  is,  generally  speakingly  a  test  of  quality  r — Not  weight 
alone ;  if  you  takt  the  specific  gravity,  by  combinii^  weight  with  quantity^ 
^at  is  a  test  o£  the  quality,  but  not  wc^ht  done. 

123.  Grenerally  speaking,  the  heavier  the  grain  is  the  more  valuable  the 
cpiality,  the  same  as  in  cattle? — Yes,  generally  speaking,  if  you  take  a  specific 
gravity  the  heaviest  will  be  the  best ;  but  in  buyii^  cattle  thesre  is  a  reference 
merely  to  the  weight. 

1 24.  Will  ycm  explain  the  difierenoe  between  wdght  and  specific  gravity  r— ^ 
I  take  the  weight  of  a  certain  quantity  to  give  the  specific  gravity* 

125.  Do  you  conceive  them  to  be  synonymous  terms?— Yes;  I  ascertain  the 
w^bt  of  a  given  ^^nttty ;  the  qpace  noiat  be  taken  into  account  as  well  as  the 
weight.  If  a  cotam  quantity  weired  56  lbs.  and  a  similar  quantity  of  another 
saaiple  should  be  fiOibs.,  then  that  weighing  60  lbs.  is  no  doubt  the  best* 

126.  What  effect  would  a  system  of  weight  abne  have  on  the  cwn  duty  ? 
— There  oiust  be  an  entire  new  scale  of  duties. 

127.  Do  you  conceive  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  constructing  such  a 
aeaie  f — Yes ;  I  l^mk  there  .would  be  a  great  difference  in  opinion  as  to  the 
average  weight  of  a  bushel  of  com  through  the  kingdom. 

128.  Do  you  conceive  it  would  be  r&ry  difficult  to  fix  a  fiiur  scale  or  stand* 
ard  of  weight  for  the  measure  of  each  class  of  com  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

129.  Would  it  lead  to  many  practiod  fidlades  ^ — ^Yes.  The  corn  varies  so 
much  in  weight  that  they  never  could  get  a  just  criterion,  a  just  weight ;  if  they 
did  in  very  few  instances,  the  variations  would  be  very  great  upon  all  the  rest ; 
if  it  were  got  right  once  in  a  hundred,  that  would  be  as  much  as  could  be 
expected. 

13a  Does  not  the  weight  oi  com  vary  with  the  harvest,  and  the  difierent 
districts  in  which  it  is  produced  ?— Yes,  it  does.  The  same  land  producing 
wheat  of  a  certain  weight  this  year  may  produce  it  two  pounds  a  bushel  heavier 
or  two  pounds  lighter  another  year. 

131.  Would  the  diflference  be  greater  in  some  years ^— Yes,  it  might;  the 
last  was  a  very  good  yielding  year. 

132.  Supposing  a  system  of  weight  were  reccmimended,  what  scale  would 
you  recommend  n>r  each  quarter  of  com? — I  have  not  considered  that  suffi- 
ciently to  give  an  opinion* 

133.  Would  any  system  of  weight  alone  disturb  the  letting  by  com  rents? 
— It  would  be  requisite  to  have  a  new  scale  calculated  for  them  j  it  would,  in 
fact,  upset  the  present  system. 

134.  Are  bishops'  leases  founded  on  com  rents  ?-7- Yes,  very  generally,  and 
college  leases  also. 

135.  Is  the  practice  of  letting  on  com  rents  very  general?— It  is  not  very 
general ;  it  has  been  adopted  in  many  instances. 

136.  Is  not  damp  com,  as  in  the  beginning  of  the  season  after  harvest, 
heavier,  and  at  the  same  time  less  valuable  than  dry  com  ? — ^No,  I  think  not. 

137.  Does  not  it  by  discharging  moisture  become  less  heavy? — Yes,  but 
it  will  come  into  less  compass ;  there  will  be  more  required  to  fill  a  bushel  i 
the  dryer  the  com  the  less  space  it  requires,  and  consequently  it  will  be  heavier. 

138.  Still  to  the  dealer  in  corn  that  will  be  a  positive  loss? — No,  it  will  not 
be  a  loss,  for  he  will  get  a  better  price  for  the  dry  corn  than  he  could  for  the 
damp  corn; 

139.  Would  lie  get  a  price  proportionably  better  considering  the  difference 
of  quantity  required  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

140.  You  think  the  difference  of  quantity  would  be  sufficiently  compensated 
by  difference  of  price  ? — ^Yes. 

141.  Would  not  adopting  weight  as  the  criterion  of  value  throw  it  open  to 
considerable  differences  between  buyer  and  seller,  and,  in  point  of  fact»  to  frauds, 
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liir.LayiM  Cooht.  as  to  damping  the  sample  of  com?— A  man  would  never  damp  a  sample  of 

— ■    ■  corn  to  increase  the  weight,  for  it  would  reduce  its  value  immediately. 

5  May  i834,  1^2,  Supposing  com  to  be  thoroughly  dry  when  cut,  immediately  after 

harvest,  is  it  heavier  or  not  heavier  per  bushel  than  at  any  subsequent  period 

of  the  year,  supposing  it  kept  the  whole  year? — It  must  be  perfectly  dry  if  tiiat 

is  the  case. 

143.  Do  you  conceive  that  wet  com  or  dry  corn  will  weigh  the  most  ?— Diy 
com,  taking  the  measure  into  account. 

144.  How  do  you  account  for  that?— Com  in  drying  will  be  reduced  ia 
quantity,  and  there  will  be  more  of  it  required  to  fill  the  same  space. 

145.  Do  you  anticipate  any  benefit  to  the  farmers  from  an  alteration  of  the 
kind  suggested,  substituting  weight  for  measure  ? — I  do  not  anticipate  any  good 
efiect  from  substituting  one  for  the  other,  but  in  giving  the  weight  with  the 
measure,  I  think  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  farmer. 

146.  In  what  point  of  view  ? — Because  it  would  bring  men  on  an  equality  ia 
the  purchasing ;  the  purchaser  from  habit  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  weight  of 
the  com  offered  him,  which  the  farmer  is  not. 

147.  Will  it  hot  throw  it  open  to  this  inconvenience,  that  bargains  will  be 
more  frequently  disputed ;  a  man  guaranteeing  to  sell  by  a  certain  wei^^  if  it 
should  prove  anything  short  of  that  weight ;  that  not  being  the  case  now,  the 
buyers  of  corn  knowing  pretty  well  whereabouts  is  the  weight? — ^The  farmer  ia 
taking  his  corn  to  market  would  take  a  certain  quantity  and  ascertain  the 
weight  of  it;  there  is  no  occasion  for  him  to  give  a  lower  or  a  higher  weight 
than  the  real ;  he  may  weigh  one  sack. 

148.  You  do  not  conceive  it  would  be  necessary  to  weigh  the  whole  in  that 
case  ? — ^Certainly  not. 

149.  He  must  weigh  a  sufficient  quantity  to  enable  him  to  strike  an  average? 
—Yes. 

150.  You  conceive  it  would  be  necessary  to  measure  the  whole  and  to  weigh 
apart? — Yes. 

151.  Does  not  he  do  that  already  in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom? — He  does 
in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  ascertain  the  weight  previous  to  going  to  market. 

152.  Is  it  not  common  at  markets,  when  a  farmer  sells  his  com,  whether 
wheat  or  barley  or  oats,  by  the  bushel,  that  he  is  asked  the  question,  what 
weight  do  you  guarantee  that  com  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  novelty  in  that. 

153.  And  the  price  is  dependent  on  the  weight? — Yes. 

154.  Then  why  do  you  suppose  an  alteration  of  the  present  system  is  neoes* 
sary  ? — It  would  be  beneficial  for  persons  in  different  parts  q£  the  kingdom  to 
know  at  what  price  corn  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  is  selling. 

155-  Do  you  conceivathat  is  so  uncertain  as  to  render  any  legislative  enact* 
ment  necessary? — Though  it  is  common  in  markets,  the  information  is  not 
communicated  to  the  public  ;  if  the  weight  were  returned  with  the  measure  it 
would  define  the  quality  of  the  com,  and  it  would  be  known  through  the  king- 
dom what  a  certain  description  of  corn  is  worth;  now,  if  the  prices  are 
quoted,  the  quality  is  not  known. 

156.  At  this  present  time,  in  those  districts  where  com  is  sold  by  weight,  the 
whole  of  the  corn  is  weighed  at  the  time  it  is  delivered  into  the  factoi-^s  hands  ? 
— Yes,  it  is. 

157.  There  would  be  no  greater  inconvenience  after  the  supposed  change 
than  there  is  now  ? — ^None  at  all. 

158.  Does  not  the  farmer  always  take  a  small  additional  quantity  of  com  to 
make  up  the  weight  ? — That  is  sometimes  the  case. 

159.  Is  that  the  practice  in  the  markets  in  the  south,  to  take  a  quantity  to 
make  up  the  weight  ? — No,  but  they  measure  the  quantity  they  have  to  sell. 

160.  Has  not  the  factor  a  great  advantage  over  the  farmer  from  his  greater 
experience  ? — ^Yes,  certainly ;  he  is  continually  at  it,  and  can  teU  by  his  expe* 
rience  what  it  will  weigh. 

16  K  What  particular,  advantages  has  the  factor  over  the  fanner  from  the  pre* 
sent  system  ? — From  his  constant  habit  of  purchasing,  and  weighing  after  he  has 
purchased,  he  corrects  his  judgment,  and  has  a  great  advantage  over  the  far- 
mer, who  does  not  ascertain  the  weight ;  the  factor  can  tell,  within  a  mere 
trifle,  what  any  sample  of  wheat  "will  weigh. 

162.  Would  that  evil  be  remedied  by  competition;  if  the  factor  took  in  the 
farmer,  by  giving  him  an  under  price  for  the  com,  would  not  another  ofler 
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jnore? — ^Tbat  may  happen  to  be  the  case,  but  the  farmer  may  lose  money  by  Ut.Jxiyton  CooAe^ 
the  first  factor  who  comes  to  him.  ' 

163.  Is  it  not  the  practice  for  a  farmer  to  take  his  sample  to  two  or  three      5  May  1834. 
factors  before  he  sells  ?-t-No  ;  they  very  often  sell  all  their  crop  to  one  man. 

164.  Is  a  farmer  more  likely  to  be  taken  in  by  a  factor  than  a  butcher  ?— The 
same  thing  applies  to  a  butcher ;  he  has  great  skill  by  being  in  the  habit  of 
Jbuying  by  estimation,  and  afterwards  by  weighing. 

165.  That  which  equalizes  the  thing  is,  that  there  are  more  batchers  than  one 
in  the  country,  and  that  the  butchers  compete  with  each  other  ? — Yes,  they 
may  do  so,  or  they  may  rogue  together,  as  the  phrase  isj  and  keep  down  the 
firice. 

•  i66.  Every  &rmer  has  it  in  his  power,  if  he  wishes,  to  ascertain  the  weight 
erf  his  Qom  before  he  goes  to  the  market  to  do  so  ? — Yes. 

167.  Therefore,  under  an  alteration  of  the  system,  he  will  get  no  more 
advantage  than  he  has  now ;  but  he  will  have  a  guarantee  under  which  he  sells 
of  a  certain  weight,  which  will  throw  it  open  to  constant  cavil  with  the  factors 
ivhether  that  is  borne  out  or  not,  will  it  not? — He  will  have  the  advantage  of 
-being  compelled  to  do  that  which  is  beneficial  to  himself,  to  weigh  the  com 
before  he' sells. 

168.  He  may  do  that  now,  if  it  is  beneficial  to  him? — I  think  there  is  no 
^doubt  that  it  will  be  bene6cial  to  bun ;  but  I  have  frequently  seen  farmers  omit 

to  weigh,  though  it  would  be  beneficial  to  themselves  to  have  done  so« 

169.  The  altering  provisions  by  adopting  the  principle  of  guarantee  may 
introduce  a  dijQference  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  and  lead  to  constant  dif* 
v£srences  as  to  whether  the  prc^vious  bargain  was  .or  not  completed,  may  it 
not  ? — I  apprehend  there  can  be  no  more  doubt  as  to  weight  than  as  to  mea- 
-sure ;  he  sells  so  many  bushels,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  add,  that  there  are  so 
sa^ny  pounds  a  bushel ;  and  that  is  oft;en  done  now. 

170.  Is  it  not,  as  a  measure  of  compulsion,  an  additional  trouble  and  incon- 
i^enience  to  him,  to  oblige  him  to  weigh,  he  being  now  at  liberty  to  do  it  ? — We 
-compel  him  to  do  only  that  which  will  be  beneficial  to  him. 

171.  You  conceive  that  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  public  as  well  as  to 
liimself  ? — I  do.  ^ 

1 72.  In  what  way  ? — By  communicating  to  the  puolic  the  quality  of  wheat 
-which  produces  a  certain  price. 

1 73.  May  not  wheat  be  injured,  may  not  corn  be  heavy,  but  have  a  taint 
J&om  the  barn  ? — Yes ;  but  that  is  generally  stated ;  if  the  wheat  is  discolotyred, 

that  is  particularized.     . 

1 74.  Will  the  object  you  have  in  view,  which  is  the  communication  to  factors 
.and  buyers  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  not  be  subject  to  that  qualification? 
— It  would  be  mentioned  as  damaged  wheat  if  that  was  the  case. 

175.  Is  it  not  usual  for  a  farmer  lo  take  a  sample  to  market  to  sell  by  ?— Yes. 

1 76.  The  rest  is  to  be  delivered  of  that  quality  shown  in  the  sample  ? — ^Yes ; 
'.but  there  is  no  guarantee  for  that  being  the  case ;  unless  you  give  the  weight 
vith  the  measure,  you  cannot  ascertain  the  difierence  of  quality. 

177.  Do  you  conceive  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  compelling  this  ? 
— I  think  it  would  be  very  advantageous. 

178.  Would  the  combination  of  weight  and  measure  have  no  effect  on  the 
^cale  of  duty  ? — No,  it  would  not  affect  the  scale  of  duties  at  all,  because  they 
would  continue  to  be  taken  on  measure  as  at  present. 

179.  Would  the  combined  system  have  no  effect  on  the  averages? — ^No. 

180.  Do  you  conceive  the  averages  are  properly  taken  at  present  ? — There 
is  great  improvement  upon  the  former  plan  ;  whether  they  are  properly  taken 

through  the  kingdom  I  cannot  say. 

181.  Do  you  not  suppose  that  greater  quantities  than  Imperial  quarters  are 
frequently  returned  as  such  ? — I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  that 

1 82.  You  never  heard  that  nine  bushels  were  returned  in  Wales,  for  instance  ? 
— They  sell  by  a  weight  greater  than  the  Imperial,  but  then  it  becomes  the 

-duty  of  the  returning  officer^to  reduce  it  to  the  Imperial. 

183.  Would  the  combined  system  have  any  effect  on  the  calculation  of  duty  ? 
— No,  none  whatever. 

1 84.  Would  it  have  any  effect  on  corn  rents  ? — No. 

1 85.  Would  it  render  inquisitions  necessary  ?— ^Nc* 

c  3  186.  You 
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Mr.  Ld^ton  Cooke.      1 86.  You  think  that  the  system  of  weight  alone  would  have  this  incon- 
— — ~       venience? — ^Yes. 

5  May  iS^.  187.  Is  the  combined  system  now  much  employed  in  various  parts  of  the 

kingdom  ? — Yes,  but  not  universally. 

1 88.  You  conceive  that  making  it  imiversal  would  be  very  advantageous  both 
to  the  producer  and  to  the  public? — 1  do. 

189.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  ever  employed  upon  the  Continent? — I  do 
not  know. 

igo.  Do  you  conceive  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  any  memorandum  betweee 
the  buyer  and  the  seller? — Yes,  I  think  that  would  be  requisite. 

191.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  inconvenience  in  that? — ProbiMy 
that  might  be  objected  to  by  the  farmers,  1  think  it  is  likely  that  it  would ;  they  . 
discourage  innovations,  generally  speaking. 

192.  Are  you  aware  that  memorandums  are  in  use  in  Mark4ane? — ^Yes, 
I  am. 

193.  Are  inconveniences  felt  at  presadt  from  that? — No. 

194.  Might  not  printed  forms  be  used  ? — Certainly, 

195.  Would  it  be  very  difficult  to  fill  up  the  blanks? — No,  they  mo^t  bevdy 
easily  filled  up. 

196.  Would  there  be  any  hardship  in  forcing  farmers  to  be  more  exact? — 
I  should  think  it  would  be  for  their  advuitage,  to  give  them  better  habits  of 
business. 

197.  You  would  oblige  them  to  ddiiver  com  according  to  the  sample? 
—Yes, 

198.  Do  not  the  farmers  now  wdgh  and  measure  their  sample  before  diey 
go  to  market  ? — Many  of  them  do. 

199.  Might  not  all  risk  of  error  be  removed  by  having  one  bushel  at  least 
cleaned  from  the  bulk  to  take  the  sample  from,  instead  ot  taking  only  a  small 
quantity  from  it ;  would  not  this  ensure  tl^  bulk  being  of  equal  quality  widi  the 
sample  ? — It  would  be  desirable  to  clean  up  one  bushel  to  take  the  sample  from, 
instead  of  taking  it  from  the  heap ;  they  sometimes  clean  the  sample  better 
than  they  clean  the  bulk. 

200.  Do  not  frequent  disputes  now  arise  upon  this  point  from  the  want  of 
some  definite  mode  for  determining  the  sort  of  variation  between  the  samjple 
and  the  bulk? — Yes,  there  are  frequent  disputes  in  the  market  upon  that 
point- 
ed.  You  conceive  a  combined  system  would  remedy  this? — Yes;  for  the 

farmer  would  be  obliged  when  he  took  his  sample  to  weigh  it ;  then  if  there 
is  any  difierence  in  the  weight  afterwards,  it  would  be  presumed  that  the  bulk 
had  not  been  cleaned  so  well  as  the  sample;  at  present  there  is  no  means  ci 
ascertaining  this. 

202.  Instead  of  preventinff  sales  by  sample,  would  it  not  encourage  them  in 
the  confidence  that  the  bulk  would  be  the  same  weight  as  the  sample,  from 
its  having  undergone  the  same  process  of  cleaning  ?— i  es,  it  would  have  that 
eflect. 

203.  You  state  that  the  system  of  combining  weight  and  measure  in  a  sale 
guaranteed  by  the  seller  to  the  buyer  does  prevail  extensively  already  j  the 
object  of  this  law  is  to  adopt  it  generally  ;  can  you  state  what  greater  facUity 
the  public  at  large  or  any  particular  individual  will  have  which  he  has  not 
at  present  acting  under  that  system  ? — 1  cannot  state  the  proportion,  but 
there  is  something  else  expected  from  it,  the  difiusion  of  infoimation  through 
the  kingdom. 

204.  You  have  stated  that  at  least  it  would  be  no  hardship  to  the  farmer  to 
deliver  bis.  com  on  the  cabined  system ;  would  he  not  be  put  to  the  additional 
expense,  as  every  farmer  must  have  weights  for  the  purpose  ? — Most  farmers 
have  weights  which  they  can  use  for  that  purpose,  they  can  weigh  com  with 
the  steelyards,  and  I  apprehend  that  steelyards  would  be  sufficient. 

205.  Do  you  not  recollect  that  very  lately,  w|^n  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert  intro- 
duced the  Act  to  reduce  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  measure^  there  was 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing  it  about,  and  that  it  was  considered  by  the 
farmers  a  most  inconvenient  measure  witliout  any  practical  benefit  ? — I  have 
frequently  found  farmers  find  fault  with  any  alteration,  whether  it  is  beneficial 
or  otherwise  to  them,  they  dislike  innovation  j  it  could  scarcely  be  considered 

a  hardship 
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a  hardship  to  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  will  be  admitted  to  be  beneficial  Mr.  Laytan  Coolce. 
to  him*  —_..-_ 

306.  Is  it  not  natural  that  the  farmer  should  be  rather  dissatisfied  with  the       5  May  1834* 
change  from  the  Winchester  to  the  Impmal  bushel,  when  the  fact  has  been 
that  be  has  had  ever  since  a  less  price  for  a  greater  quantity  ?— Yes ;  but  I 
think  they  were  equally  jealous  of  reducing  it  from  nine  gallons  to  eight,  when 
that  was  recommendecl. 

207.  Is  it  not  likely  that  he  would  be  jealous  of  giving  a  greater  quantity  for 
a  less  price  ? — ^Yes ;  but  it  is  not  the  quantity  sold,  but  the  price  in  the  market 
^which  has  occasioned  that 

208.  Do  vou  know  the  difference  in  measure  between  the  Winchester  and 
the  Imperial  bushel  ? — It  is  an  increase  of  one  in  32»  nearly  three  per  cent. 

209.  Do  you  know  the  difference  of  the  diameter  c^  a  Winchester  and 
Imperial  bushel  ? — There  is  no  difference  in  the  diameter  of  the  Winchester  and 
Imperial  standard:  the  dimensions  of  the  standard  bushel  have  been  con- 
sidered inconvenient  for  general  purposes,  being  too  wide  for  the  sacks  com^ 
monly  used  by  farmers.  Narrower  and  deeper  measures  have,  therefore,  been 
aubstituted  md  adopted  by  persons  in  the  corn-trade.  The  diameter  of  the 
standard  bushel  is  18i  inches,  and  8^  inches  in  depth;  the  diameter  of  the 
com  bushd  generally  used  by  farmers  is  15i|  diameter,  11 1  deep;  the  malt 
bushel  in  use  genarally  is  13|  diameter  and  15  deep ;  the  Imperial  bushel 
contains  2,218^  cubic  inches ;  the  Winchester  contains  2,150^  cubic  inches. 

210.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  two  bushels  may  bold  the  same  cubical  contents 
of  water,  but  may  not  hold  the  same  quantity  of  com  ? — Yes,  certainly  j  that 
arises  from  the  variation  in  diameter.  The  act  of  striking  with  a  cylindrical 
strike  occasions  a  pressure  on  the  surface,  which  causes  a  greater  quantity  to 
beccmtained  within  the  limits  of  the  bushel;  and  the  effect  of  the  pressure 
being  more  immediately  felt  near  the  surface,  it  will  be  obvious  that  any  devia-  . 
tkm  frmn  the  specific  diameter  will  produce  a  corresponding  difference  in  the 
quantity  that  will  be  contained  within  the  measure. 

211.  You  stated  that  there  would  be  no  change  in  the  averages  by  the  pro- 
posed alteration  to  weight  and  measure  ? — Not  necessarily. 

212.  Will  you  explain  ^hat  you  mean  by  not  necessarily? — I  mean,  in  the 
scale  <^  averi^s. 

213.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  depends  upon  a  proper  adjustment  of  the 
^tverage  weight? — ^No ;  the  scale  would  continue  as  at  present ;  the  duty  would 
be  taken  upon  the  quantity,  as  at  present. 

214.  The  return  would  be  upon  the  bushel,  the  bushel  weighing  so  much?-^ 
Yes ;  but  there  is  no  occasicm  to  go  into  tliat  for  the  averages ;  they  would 
take  the  quantity  of  bushek  aold,  md  the  doty  would  be  collected  according 
to  that,  without  reference  to  the  weight ;  the  weight  that  a  bushel  actually 
Weighs  wiU  be  given  with  the  measure.  There  cannot  be  two  standards,  one 
of  measure  and  another  of  weight.  It  is  presumed  that  the  price  now  depends 
upon  the  estimated  weight :  now  it  would  make  no  difference  in  the  price. 
The  measure  is  returned,  that  measure  weighs  so  many  pounds;  the  price 
returned  is  necessarily  upon  the  measure,  it  is  not  upon  the  weight. 

215.  It  is  to  be  a  combined  operation  of  the  two  ?— Yes ;  they  are  to  sell  by 
•measure,  and  the  weight  would  be  stated. 

216.  The  price  would  be  affected  by  that?— Yes;  the  buyer  estimates  the 
weight  with  the  measure.     It  would  make  no  difference  in  that  respect. 

217.  Do  the  com-factors  complain  of  the  present  system? — No,  I  do  not 
think  they  do. 

218*  Have  they  any  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the  oresent  system  ? — I 
think  they  are  better  judges  of  the  quality  of  corn,  and  tnat  they  sometimes 
have  an  advantage  by  being  aware  of  it  themselves,  and  the  public  not  know- 
ing the  weight  of  it. 

219.  Do  you  think  they  would  have  any  advantage  over  the  farmer  if  the 
^atem  of  weight  alone  were  adopted? — Yes,  they  would  still  have  the 
advantage,  because  they  would  know  the  relative  proportion  of  the  weight  to 
the  measure,  which  they  do  now,  and  the  farmer  might  be  still  ignorant  of  it. 
TThe  purchaser  estimates  in  his  own  mind  the  measure  of  his  wheat ;  the  quality 
be  ascertains  by  combining  the  two  in  his  own  mindj  in  the  same  way  that 
4t  person  buying  by  measure  estimates  it. 

0.36-  c  4  220.  Do 
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Mr.  Lt^tan  Cooke.       220.  Do  not  com-dealers  find  it  necessary  to  be  provided  with  tables  for 
■  ready  calculation  of  the  different  prices  of  diflterent  markets  ? — Yes,  many  do. 

5Mavi834.  221.  Would  not  corn-factors  gain  by  the  facilities  which  uniformity  would 

ensure  ? — In  buying  by  sample  they  might. 

222.  Can  you  state  how  the  present  advantage  which  the  com -factors  have 
over  the  farmer  would  be  diminished  by  a  combined  system  r — By  compdling- 
the  farmer  to  weigh,  he  would  acquire  a  kbowlede;e  of  the  value  of  his  com, 
and  he  would  then  come  in  fair  competition  with  tne  buyer,  who  is  supposed  to 
be  already  acquainted  with  it. 

223.  How  long  has  the  system  of  weight  prevailed  in  Ireland? — ^That  I  do 
not  know* 

224.  Are  you  aware  of  any  inconveniences  that  have  resulted  from  selling  by 
weight  alone  in  Ireland  ? — I  have  not  been  so  much  accustomed  to  that  system 
as  selling  by  measure. 

225.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  year  1796,  a  system  similar  to  that  you  have 
propped  was  recommended  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  a  memorandum  of  it  here,  it  was 
recommended  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Member  for  Berkshire,  and  it 
was  considered  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  the  combined  sy»^ 
tem  was  there  very  forcibly  recommended  by  Mr.  Dundas. 

226.  What  did  he  recommend,  weight  alone,  or  weight  and  measure  ?-* 
Measure  with  weight  combined ;  he  recommended  weight  as  a  regulator  for 
measure. 

227.  Are  you  aware  what  the  Committee  recommended  ? — I  am  not. 

228.  Do  you  conceive  this  benefit  to  attach  only  to  those  markets  which  sell 
by  sample? — No,  bulk  as  well  as  sample. 

229.  Where  they  pitch  their  com  in  the  market,  have  they  not  every  facility 
of  either  measuring  or  weighing  ? — Yes ;  but  the  buyer  depends  upon  his  own 

.    judgment,  he  does  not  require  it  to  be  done. 

230.  But  he  may  put  it  to  the  test  in  a  moment,  by  putting  it  into  the 
scales? — Yes,  but  the  purchaser  does  not  find  it  convenient  to  do  so;  he 
prefers  depending  upon  his  own  judgment,  and  allowing  the  farmer  to  renmin 
in  his  happy  state  of  ignorance. 

231.  If  you  have  that  practical  proof  that  a  factor  or  buyer  does  not  want 
any  better  test  than  his  own  judgment,  why  should  legislation  be  introduced? 
— ^I  have  no  doubt  the  factor  or  buyer  would  be  willing  that  it  should  re* 
main  as  it  is,  but  that  a  change  would  be  beneficial  to  the  farmer. 

232.  Do  you  not  think  it  may  admit  of  a  question  in  the  mind  of  the 
farmers,  when  you  compel  them  by  legislation  to  do  that  which  thev  can  do 
at  present,  where  the  inconvenience  on  their  part  may  not  make  tnem  feel 
it  to  be  a  wholesome  exercise  of  legislation  ? — It  would  be  beneficial  to  die 
community  generally,  I  presume. 

233.  The  community  are  to  be  benefited  by  publication  of  the  weights? 
— Yes. 

234.  Have  not  the  community  the  best  practical  ground  of  judgment  from 
the  present  communication  of  prices  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ? — No,  I  do 
not  think  they  have  sufficient  information ;  they  have  not  the  best  information 
which  might  be  obtained. 

235.  If  at  present  buyers  rest  satisfied  with  their  own  judgment,  and  do  not 
want  to  weigh  in  a  pitched  market,  where  they  have  access  to  scales,  is  it  too 
much  to  pi;esume  that  the  general  results  from  the  market-lists,  published 
weekly,  must  in  the  main  be  sufficiently  correct  for  all  practical  purposes  of  the 
community  ?— It  would  be  beneficial  to  the  factors  themselves  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  a  precise  quantity  of  corn  at  a  remote  market. 

236.  Suppose  a  farmer  at  Chelmsford  brings  his  corn,  a  &ctor  wants  to  know 
more  accurately  than  at  present  what  the  price  is  of  malt  selling  at  Gains- 
borough, and  he  ascertains  that  a  certain  weight  of  malt  is  worth  a  certain  price; 
what  guide  can  that  be  to  him  at  Chelmsford  superior  to  the  one  he  has  at 
present,  seeing  that  the  value  of  malt  at  Gainsborough  may  depend  on  many 
other  circumstances  of  a  local  nature,  not  in  the  slightest  degree  afiecting 
Chelmsford ;  and  if  that  argument  is  adopted  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom,  does 
it  not  equalljr  apply  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ? — We  know  that  the  London 
market  will  mfluence  a  great  many  of  the  provincial  markets,  and  it  would  be 
well  to  know  what  the  particular  quality  pf  com  sells  at  in  London.  We  know 
there  is  a  variation  in  price,  but  we  do  not  know  why  that  variation  takes  place; 

237.  Take 
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237.  Take  one  market  with  another^  and  one  year  with  another,  can  the  Mr.  Layton  Cooke. 
variation  in  corn  be  very  considerable;  do  you  think  practically  that  any  fac-      — — - 
tor  at  York,  for  instance,  can  deduce  any  result,  supposing  the  weight  of  com      5  -^lay  1834, 
sold  at  a  particular  price  in  London^  is  rather  more  or  less  than  at  another 

place? — Yes;  he  might  do  so. 

238.  Would  he  give  more  or  less  money  ? — I  apprehend  he  .would  know  better 
whether  to  send  his  corn  to  London,  or  to  any  particular  town  in  the  country. 

239.  Does  it  follow  that  he  gains  material  information  from  the  weight  ? — 
The  same  quality  of  corn  may  not  be  sold  in  two  successive  weeks  ;  the  quan- 
tity sold  will  not  give  the  quality. 

240.  The  quality  is  not  depending  on  weight  alone,  but  on  other  points  ;  on 
the  taint  of  the  granary,  or  other  causes ;  there  may  be  a  heavy  coarse  wheat  sold, 
rivet  wheat,  for  instance  ? — In  all  the  quotations  it  is  stated  whether  it  is  rivet 
wheat  or  not ;  therefore  comparing  rivet  wheat  with  rivet  wheat,  the  heaviest  ^ 
of  the  two  will  turn  out  to  be  the  best. 

241 .  You  state  that  the  great  advantage  to  be  obtained  from  this  change  is  the 
putting  the  farmer  on  a  footing  with  the  factor  ? — Yes,  that  is  one  advantage. 

242.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  practice  with  regard  to  the  markets  now, 
whether  it  is  the  wish  of  the  factors  to  have  the  sale  confined  to  measure  ? — 
I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

243.  You  do  not  know  as  a  fact,  that  at  the  present  moment  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  factor  to  buy  by  weight,  and  the  wish  of  the  farmer  to  sell  by  measure  ? — 
No ;  if  he  purcnases  by  weight,  he  has  the  same  advantage. 

244.  You  were  understood  to  say  that  the  advantage  to  the  farmer  would  be, 
that  the  factor  has  now  an  advantage  over  him  by  greater  experience  of 
weight? — Yes ;  he  has  not  the  same  means  of  ascertaining  the  quality  given  by 
the  difference  of  weight. 

245.  You  are  understood  to  say,  that  you  consider  the  principal  reason  for 
which  this  should  be  done  is  the  benefit  of  the  farmer,  he  not  being  so  expe- 
rienced as  tlie  factor,  and  not  being  able  so  well  to  estimate  the  weight  ? — I 
intended  to  have  said,  that  in  either  case,  whether  by  weight  or  by  measure 
solely,  the  factor  may  have  an  advantage,  because  he  has  a  better  means  of 
ascertaining  the  Quality ;  the  firmer  has  the  means  in  his  power,  but  he  does  not 
avail  himsdf  of  them. 

246.  But  you  have  stated  also,  that  the  public  would  be  better  informed  ? — ^Yes. 

247.  You  stated  that  it  would  not  be  necessary,  if  a  combined  system  were 
adopted,  to  weigh  more  than  one  or  two  sacks  of  each  quality  of  corn  intended 
for  the  market  r — Just  so. 

248.  It  has  been  feared  that  adding  weight  to  measure  it  would  promote 
cheating,  will  you  state  your  opinion  upon  that? — I  expect  that  it  would  correct  it. 

249.  You  are  understood  to  say,  that  you  think  it  would  give  opportunity  for 
differences  between  buyers  and  sellers,  if  the  weight  was  not  clearly  borne  out } 
— No,  I  do  not  think  1  have  stated  that. 

250.  Do  not  the  factors  endeavour  to  buy  bad  corn  by  weight  and  good  corn 
by  measure,  because  the  farmers  over-rate  bad  com  and  under-rate  that  of  good 
quality  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that 

251.  If  oats  were  sold,  being  warranted  to  produce  a  certain  weight,  and 
they  produced  a  less  weighty  would  they  not  be  likely  to  be  returned  ? — If  a 
quantity  of  oats  were  sold,  warranted  45  lbs.  a  bushel,  and  they  turned  out  only 
40  lbs.,  they  would  be  most  likely  returned. 

252.  That  is  now  a  voluntary  guarantee  ? — Yes ;  there  are  two  ways  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact. 

253.  When  you  enforce  a  guarantee  by  compelling  a  particular  weight,  do 
they  not  lie  more  open  to  objection  on  the  part  of  the  factor,  and  will  not 
inconveniences  occur,  which  must  inevitably  occur  if  the  weight  is  short  of  the 
guarantee  ? — No ;  1  do  not  see  any  reason  for  supposing  that  that  will  fre- 
quently occur. 

254.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Government  contracts  are  made  according 
to  measure  or  weight,  or  according  to  measure  and  weight  combined? — 
According  to  measure  and  weight  combined 

255.  When  the  deliveries  are  made,  how  are  they  checked  ? — ^This  is  a  con- 
tract, for  instance,  to  deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  wheat  (not  rivet  wheat,  that 
is  prohibited),  to  weigh  60lbs.  the  Imperial  byshel. 

256.  Are  you  aware,  if  the  weight  exceeds  60 lbs.,  in  what  way  it  is  paid  for, 

D  whether 
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Mt.  Layton  Cooke,  whether  in  the  proportion  of  60  lbs.  or  in  the  proportion  of  the  incr^ised  value 

of  the  corn  ?— I  am  not  aware. 

5  May  1834,  257.  Do  the  millers  generally  weigh  or  nseasure? — They  invariably  weigh; 

they  do  not  measure  unless  they  suspect  a  defici^icy  in  the  quantity. 

258.  Do  not  they  take  into  account  the  measure  ais  well  as  the  wei^it?— 
They  buy  by  measure,  estimating  the  weight;  and  then  they  weigh  it^  and  if  it 
comes  up  to  their  estimated  weight  they  pass  it. 

259.  Do  you  conceive  the  dealers  have  any  advantage  over  the  farmers  in 
the  present  system  ? — From  their  constant  habit  of  buying  according  to  their 
own  estimate,  they  will  have  an  advantage,  unless  theiarmer  avails  himself  of 
the  mode  he  has  of  meeting  them  by  weighing. 

260.  Does  not  the  public  benefit  by  the  removal  of  every  obstruction  to 
business  ? — I  apprehend  the  public  benefit  by  any  facility  given  to  business. 

261*  What  descriptions  of  agricultural  produce  should  be  inchided  in  any 
new  law  ? — ^The  different  kinds  of  corn. 

262.  Should  it  be  extended  to  all  kinds  of  agricultural  produce?— I  shouldthink 
not  to  hay  or  potatoes,  or  other  articles  of*  produce  sold  by  heaped  measure. 

263.  How  is  the  duty  collected  on  malt  ? — By  measure. 

264.  Does  not  malt  often  lose  in  measure,  though  it  retains  its  weight,  and 
sometimes  lose  more  in  measure  than  it  retains  in  weight  ? — I  cannot  answer 
that  question ;  it  gains  in  making,  the  best  mah  increasing  the  least 

265.  What  would  be  the  relative  weights  of  the  bushel  of  barley  as  bariey,  or 
when  malted ;  would  it  gain  or  lose  in  weight  ? — It  would  gain  in  bulk  and  lose 
in  weight. 

a 

Jovisp  S""  die  Maiij  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Michael  Thomas  Bass^  called  in  ;   and  Examined.  ^ 
Mr,  M.  r.  Bass.        266.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ?— At  Burton-upon-Trent. 

267.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A  common  brewer  and  maltster. 
8  May  1834-  ^68.  Are  you  also  a  farmer  ?— Yes,  I  am. 

269.  Have  you  large  dealings  in  com  ? — Very  considerable. 

270.  In  what  parts  of  the  country  do  your  transactions  occur? — I  have  trans^ 
actions  in  London  and  Liverpool,  Northamptonshire,  Oxfordshire,  Noifolk, 
Yorkshire,  and  some  other  parts  of  the  country,  wherever  it  suits  me. 

271.  You  are  aware  of  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ? — I  understand  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  is  to  determine  the  best  mode  of  buying  and  sdling  com ;  whe- 
ther by  measure  or  weight,  or  by  weight  and  measure  combined. 

272.  Is  not  the  object  of  any  system  to  assist  individuals  in  ascerUuning  the 
value  of  their  commodity? — I  suppose  that  to  be  the  leading  object 

273.  For  instance,  of  com,  how  is  the  value  ascertained  ? — By  a  considera- 
tion of  the  quantity  to  be  sold,  and  the  quality  of  that  quantity,  as  compared 
with  the  quotations  or  market  prices. 

274.  By  a  knowledge  of  the  quantity,  of  the  quality  of  that  quantity,  and  the 
market  price  of  the  article  ? — Yes. 

275.  Other  ingredients  enter  into  the  calculation  of  value,  do  they  not ;  for 
instance,  must  not  the  condition  of  the  com  be  known,  and,  of  course,  its  suita- 
bleness to  the  objects  of  the  purchaser  ? — The  condition  of  com  is  a  material 
ingredient  in  the  calculation. 

276.  These  particulars,  however,  do  not  c(Mistitute  any  part  of  the  objects  to 
be  ascertained  by  any  system  of  weight  or  measure  ?  -Neither  weight  nor  mea- 
sure singly  will  suffice  to  show  these  particulars,  nor  indeed  will  botii  combined. 

277.  They  must  be  ascertained  by  other  means,  by  inspection  or  description 
in  each  particular  case  ? — The  buyer  of  com  must  require  an  inspection  or 
a  specification  of  it. 

278.  Is  there  not  another  incidental  object  of  any  system  of  weight  or  mea- 
sure ;  for  instance,  to  enable  the  buyer  to  judge  whether  he  receives  all  that  he 
has  bargained  for  ? — I  suppose  the  leading  object  of  every  system  to  be  involved 
in  the  consideration  of  whether  the  contract  be  perfectly  fulfilled  or  not. 

279.  The   Committee  are  to  understand  that  the  object  of  any  system  of 

weight 
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weight  or  of  measure  is  to  enable  the  party  buying  or  selling  to  ascertain  the    Mr.  M.  T.  Baas^ 

value  of  the  corn,  and  also  to  determine  whether  the  contract  be  fulfilled  ? —      — — 

1  suppose  those  to  be  the  proper  objects  of  a  well-digested  system.  ®  ^^^  ^^34- 

280.  How  is  the  quantity  of  the  corn  ascertained  ? — Some  people  attempt  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  of  com  by  measure,  and  others  resort  to  weight. 

281.  By  weight  or  measure  alone  ? — Yes,  by  weight  or  measure  alone. 

282.  How  is  the  quality  ascertained  ? — The  quality  may,  for  the  most  part, 
be  ascertained  by  inspection,  or  by  a  comparison  of  weight  and  measure  com- 
bined, with  the  ordinary  standard  of  quality. 

283.  By  the  addition  of  measure  or  of  weight,  as  the  case  may  be  ? — ^Yes, 
by  the  addition  of  weight  where  measure  is  used,  or  of  measure  where  weight  is 
used. 

284*  How  is  the  market  price  ascertained  ? — By  the  reports  or  quotations. 

285*  Then  the  Committee  is  to  understand  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  a  given  quantity  of  com,  the  quality  of  the  com  must  be  compared 
with  the  prices  quoted  ? — 1  understand  so. 

286.  To  constitute  then  a  good  and  sufficient  method,  both  measure  and 
weight  must  be  used ;  measure  to  ascertain  the  quantity,  weight  the  quality, 
or  vice  versd^  according  as  weight  or  measure  is  made  the  leading  ingredient  ? — 
Precisely  so. 

287.  And  the  quotations  must  contain  the  same  particulars;  whatever  is 
necessary  to  guide  an  individual  in  his  transactions,  every  trader  is  interested 
in  knowing  throughout  the  country  ? — I  conceive  it  to  be  desirable  that  the 
public  should  be  acquainted  with  the  market  prices  of  corn,  to  which  end 
correct  quotations  are  indispensable,  and  perfect  quotations  require  a  descrip- 
tion of  quality  in  addition  to  quantity  and  price  ;  for  the  most  part  our  ordinary 
quotations  are  useless,  because  they  are  unintelligible  to  tne  generality  of 
people  on  account  of  their  vagueness,  and  because  the  same  denominations  are 
frequently  employed  for  vastly  different  quantities.  Yesterday  I  took  up  the 
"  Morning  Herald'*  of  the  previous  day,  and  in  looking  at  the  quotations  of 
the  markets  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  I  found  they  were  for  the  most  part 
reported  by  the  load :  now  as  there  are  at  least  a  dozen  different  loads,  the 
entire  report  was  quite  a  puzzle  to  me. 

288.  If  the  pubuc  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  interested,  it  implies  that 
the  system  should  be  uniform  ? — I  conceive  that  on  every  account  it  is  im- 
portant to  obtain  uniformity. 

289.  Uniformity  is  neces^uy  to  make  the  quotations  clearly  and  readily 
understood,  and  to  prevent  confusion  ? — Certainly ;  it  may  be  regarded  as  an 
admitted  principle.  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert,  in  page  8  of  the  Lords'  Report  on 
the  Glasgow  Petition  on  Weights  and  Measures,  speaks  to  that  point:  he  gives 
a  concise  summary  of  the  evils  belonging  to  variation  in  measure ;  he  says, 
"  I  believe  the  variation  in  measure  throuffhout  the  country  is  universally 
complained  of;  a  declaration  to  that  effect  forms  an  article  in  Magna  Charta  ; 
a  great  number  of  Acts  of  Parliament  have  been  made  from  that  time  down  to 
the  present,  in  order  to  produce  uniformity^  the  want  of  which  must  tend  to 
give  an  advantage  to  experienced  persons  over  those  of  less  experience ;  it 
must  cause  more  or  less  confusion  in  all  returns  of  prices ;  it  must  inconve- 
nience persons  removing  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another ;  and  pro- 
bably produce  many  injurious  effects  in  addition  to  those.'* 

290.  Are  you  aware  of  the  present  methods  of  selling  com  now  in  use  ? — 
Yes,  generally. 

291.  In  what  parts  of  the  kingdom  is  measure  used,  and  in  what  parts  is 
weight  used  ? — Throughout  a  great  part  of  the  south  of  England,  as  high  as 
Norwich,  measure  is  generally  used ;  the  midland  districts  for  the  most  part 
employ  weight,  as  high  as  York.  Scotland  also  employs  weight  to  a  great  extent, 
or  weight  and  measure,  which  last  system  is  strongly  recommended  in  a  work 
of  great  esteem  in  the  agricultural  world;  I  allude  to  the  "  Edinburgh  Quar- 
terly Journal  of  Agriculture,"  which  in  the  number  for  September  last,  p.  595, 
gives  the  following  opinion :  **  We  observe  that  a  Bill  has  been  prepared  to 
legalise  the  sale  of  com  by  weight  throughout  the  kingdom,  but  which  has 
been  withdrawn  for  the  present.  We  have  seen  a  draft  of  the  bill  in  *  Dims- 
dale's  Universal  Com  Reporter,*  and  if  we  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
second  clause,  it  proposes  to  establish  a  given  weight  of  corn  for  a  given  bulk 
as  the  standard  value.      If  weight  alone,  irrespective  of  bulk,  is  to  be  the 
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Mr.  M.  T.  Sas$.    Standard  of  value,  we  decidedly  object  to  the  bill  being  passed  into  law.    No 

one  can  form  an  idea  of  the  quality  of  a  hundred-weight  of  wheat,  barley  or 

8  May  1834.  oats,  whether  that  hundred-weight  is  composed  of  the  winnowings  or  of  the 
good  grains  themselves,  until  the  ^ain  is  exhibited.  But  every  one  can  un* 
derstand  that  a  bushel  of  wheat  weighing  65  lbs.  is  of  finer  quality  and  is  worth 
more  money  than  a  bushel  weighing  only  50  lbs.  or  57  lbs.  We  do  not  mean  to 
insinuate  that  people  should  buy  grain  without  seeing  it,  but  it  is  evident, 
when  weight  and  measure  are  both  mentioned,  the  quality  of  the  grain  can  be 
pretty  well  understood  without  inspection.  Weight  and  measure  combined 
present  a  simpler  means  of  judging  of  the  quality  of  grain,  than  weight  or 
measure  taken  separately.  AH  com  in  Scotland  is  sold  by  weight  and  measure, 
the  measure  being  an  invariable  quantity,  the  weight  regulates  the  price.  Let 
Mr.  Vernon's  Bill  be  founded  on  this  principle,  and  it  shall  have  our  cordial 
approbation.  Any  other  principle  will  never  receive  the  support  of  the  farmer, 
corn-dealers,  and  clergy  of  Scotland.  No  one  who  has  seen  the  filthy  rubbish 
sold  by  weight  in  the .  corn-markets  in  Ireland,  should  recommend  a  similar 
practice  to  be  introduced  into  this  country.** 

1292.  Is  weight  and  measure  used  in  any  other  districts?— I  believe  that 
practically  every  intelligent  dealer  has  regard  to  both  weight  and  measure  in 
every  transaction. 

293.  Are  there  not  many  diversities  of  practice  in  all  those  methods  ?— There 
are  many  various  measures  designated  by  the  same  name,  and  numerous  dis- 
crepancies of  the  multiples  and  sub-multiples  of  the  same  measures ;  all  this 
necessarily  leads  to  confusion.  I  beg  to  refer  to  a  Parliamentary  Paper  of  the 
present  session,  where  I  think  quite  sufficient  will  be  found  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  change ;  I  have  taken  an  abstract  not  only  of  die  various  mea* 
sures,  but  of  the  varieties  of  those  measures  ;  1  will  read  a  few  of  them.  It 
appears  that  there  are  between  30  and  40  bushels  of  various  descriptions.  At 
Hexham,  the  bushel  contains  five  Imperial  pecks ;  the  Cariisle  bushel  is  equal 
to  three  Imperial  bushels.  At  Appleby,  wheat  is  sold  by  the  bushel  of  I6 
quarts,  and  oats  by  the  bushel  of  two  pecks  ;  at  Wrexham  it  is  sold  at  38  quarts ; 
at  Cardi^,  it  is  sold  by  88  quarts ;  at  Monmouth,  40  quarts ;  at  (Chepstow, 
42  quarts.  But  the  confusion  is  not  confined  to  the  bushel.  Tliere  are  twelve 
loads  of  various  descriptions :  the  load  at  Uxbridge  is  40  bushels  ;  at  Hertford 
it  is  five  bushels ;  at  York  three  bushels  ;  at  Wakefield  six  bushels  ;  at  Kendal 
4  J  Winchester  bushels  for  wheat,  and  7  i  for  oats  ;  at  Ulverston  4  J  Imperial 
bushels;  at  Lancaster  7  i  Imperial  bushels ;  at  Dorchester  the  load  of  wheat  is 
five  quarters,  of  barley  and  beans  80  bushels,  and  of  oats  15  quarters ;  at  Tet- 
bury  the  load  of  wheat  is  40  Winchester  bushels.  There  are  two  or  three 
different  kinds  of  lasts :  the  common  understanding  of  the  last  is  10  quarters, 
but  I  find  there  are  lasts  of  10  J  quarters.  # 

294.  In  what  part  of  the  kingdom  is  corn  sold  by  the  last? — At  St.  Ives,  and 
throughout  Huntingdonshire  and  Cambridgeshire ;  and  there  are  measures  of 
which  I  never  heard  before  ;  the  windle,  which  I  believe  is  well  known  in  Lan- 
cashire, and  another  measure  used  in  Cornwall  called  the  hogshead  of  72gs'* 
Ions  :  the  bolls  are  in  Scotland  as  various  as  the  bushels  are  in  England. 

[The  paper  was  delivered  in^  as  follows.] 


ABSTRACTS  from  Corn  Returns,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed 
10th  March  1834,  showing  the  different  Measures  and  Weights  used  in  the  practice 
of  Selling  Corn. 


QUANTITY. 

Folio. 

PLACE. 

MEASURES    AND    WEIGHTS. 

Quarter 

4 

London    -        -        - 

8  Imperial  bushels. 

5 

Chichester 

8  Winchester  bushels* 

9 

GlanFord  Bridge 

Wheat,  36  stones. 

la 

Malton    .        -        - 

—      40     ~ 

9 

Glanford  Bridge 

Barley,  30     — 

12 

Malton    -        -        - 

—     32      — 

10 

York       .        .        . 

Oats,     21  stones  10  lbs.  net. 

11 

Wakefield        -        - 

—      19  stones  to  25  st.  net' 

8  different  quarters. 

• 
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QUANTITY. 


Bushel 
Carlisle    - 


Folio. 


15 


PLACE. 


17 

21 

22 
23 


24 
24 

16 


13  various  bushel  measures. 


Bushel 


20 

9 
11 
12 

13 
16 
20 
21 
22 

23 
11 

16 


20 
12 
16 


20 
22 
11 
16 

19 
18 

19 


Hexham  - 
Whitehayen 
Egremont 
Appleby  - 


Ulverston 

Wrexham 
Cardiff    . 

Monmouth 
Chepstow 


Tavistock 
Truro 
St.  Austell 

Chester    - 


Denbigh 

Gainsborough 

Wakefield 

Whitby    . 

Stockton - 

Nantwich 

Carmarthen 

Cardiff     - 

Abergavemiy 

Plymouth 

Wakefield 

Nantwich 

Preston    - 

Chester    - 

Carnarvon 

Whitby   - 

Nantwich 

Chester   - 

Liverpool 

Carnarvon 

Bridgewater 

Wakefield 

Nantwich 

Chester    - 

Worcester 

Derby 

Coventry 


9  Bushels  of  various  weights. 
13    Ditto,        ditto,   measures. 


22     - 
Load    - 


33  bushels 

4 

10 
11 
16 

17 

25 

21 


Uxbridge 
Hertford  - 
York 

Wakefield 
Kendal    - 
Ditto     - 
Ulverston 
Lancaster 
Dorchester 


Tetbury 


12   loads  of  various  contents. 
•Coomb         -  I     6  1  Isle  of  Ely 
Last    .        -  i     6  I  St.  Ives   - 

1  Last  of  different  contents;  the 


MEASURES   AND    WEIGHTS. 


Mr.  M.  T.  Bass. 
8  May  1834. 


Hexham  bushel,  5  Imperial  pedes. 

Cumberland  bushel,3  Winchesters  or96  quarts. 

Carlisle  bushel,  equal  to  3  Imperial  bushels. 

Wheat  by  the  Imperial  bushel  of  16  quarts ; 
oats  bushel,  2  pecks ;  barley,  by  the  Im- 
perial bushel  of  16  quarts,  but  3  Imperial 
bushels  are  always  brought  in  a  sack,  and 
sold  as  for  1  bushel. 

Barley  and  oats,  a  bushel  containing  3  Imperial 
bushels. 

38  quarts. 

Welch  bushel,  88  Winchester  quarts,  22  Win- 
chester gallons. 

10  gallons. 

10 i  gallons,  customary  measure;  oats,  3 
strikes,  15  gallons ;  Imperial  bushel  in  gene- 
ral use. 

Double  Winchester,  16  gallons. 

Cornish  bushel,  24  gallons,  or  3  Winchesters. 

Customary  bushel,  24  eallons,  or  3  bushels  of 
the  Imperial  standard  measure.     . 

46  lbs. 

80  quarts,  hobbet. 
Wheat,  63  lbs. 

—  60  — 

—  70  — 

—  4  stone  6  lbs. 

—  75  lbs. 

—  64- 

—  168  —  22  Winchester  gallons. 

—  80  — 

—  62  J  lbs.  net. 
Barley,  53  lbs. 

—  60  —  Bristol. 
~     50  — 

—  64- 

—  50  to  52  lbs. 
Oats,    42  lbs. 

—  60  — 
~      46- 

~     37  ^o  39*08. 

—  28  —  29  — 
Beans,  63  lbs. 

—  60  — 

—  80  — 

—  63  j  lbs. 

—  67  J  — 
Wheat,  63  J  — 


40  Imperial  bushels. 

5  Imperial  bushels. 
3  Imperial  bushels,  (beans.) 

6  Bushels,  (malt) 
Wheat,  4  i  Winchester  bushels. 
Oats,     7  J  —  — 
Wheat,  4  J  Imperial  bushels. 
Oats,     7J      —          — 
Wheat,  6  quarters.  Imperial  measure. 
Barley  and  Beans,  10  quarters,  ditto. 
Oats,"  15  quarters.  Imperial  measure. 
W^heat,  40  bushels,  Winchester. 

-  I  4  bushels  to  the  coomb,  net  Imperial  measure. 

-  I  Oats,  10}  quarters, 
proper  last,  10  quarters. 
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Mr.  M.  T.  Bass. 
8  May  1 834. 


QUANTrry. 

Folio. 

PLACE. 

MEASURES   AND    WEIGHTS. 

Bag    - 

16 

Carlisle    -        -        - 

Carlisle  bag,  3  Imperial  bushels. 

0 

*3 

Barnstaple 

Wheat,  bag,  3  bushels. 

^9 

Coventry 
Baiigbtsbridge  - 

3  bushels. 

24 

Wheat,  2  Imperial  bushels. 

Oats,  2}    ditto,      ditto. 

4  bags  of  various  contents. 

23 

Chepstow 

the  lb. 

Sack    - 

18 

Manchester 

9  bushels^  quantity  trifling. 

21 

Gloucester 

4  bushels.  Imperial  measure. 

21 

Bristol     -        -        - 

Spring  sack  of  331  lbs. 

20 

Denbigh  -        -        - 

80  quarts,  hobbet. 

Windle 

17 

Lancaster 

3  bushels.  Imperial  measure ;  weight,  160  lbs. 

Preston   -        -        - 

Wheat,  220  lbs. 

Hogshead    - 
BoU    .        . 

24 

Redruth  -        -        - 

72  gallons,  or  3  Cornish  bushels. 

12 

Durham  -        -        - 

2  bushels.  Imperial  measure. 

13 

Bedford  - 

Scotland. 

Berwick  boll,  of  6  Imperial  bushels. 

27 

Burgh  of  Aberdeen  - 

4  firlots,  4  pecks  1  firlot. 

Peterhead  District    - 

3  Aberdeenshire  firlots. 

^  — 

Argyllshire 

The   Linlithgow '  boll,    contains    6    Imperial 
bushels. 

— 

Ayrshire  -        -        - 

Bear  and  Barley,  8  Imperial  bushels. 
Peas  and  Beans,  4     ditto       ditto. 

36 

Cromarty  and  Ross  - 

Wheat,  Barley,  and  Potatoe  Oats,  4  firlots. 
Common  Oats,  5  firlots. 
Peas  and  Beans,  4  ditto. 

61 

Roxburgshire   - 

6  Imperial  bushels,  net. 

— 

Wigtownshire  - 

1 2  bushels. 

10  Bolls  ( 

)f  var 

ious  contents. 

Biuton 

Lichfield     - 
StaflTord      - 

Uttoxeter   - 

Ditto,      - 

Stone 

Wolverhampton 

Derby 

Salop 


Measures  and  Weights  of  Wheat  in  Staffordshire  alone. 

Quarts. 
-    32    Imperial  customary 


36   Winchester  customary 


-  32  Imperial     -        -        - 
36  Winchester  customary 

-  38         ditto,  ditto      - 
39         ditto,          ditto 

-  38  Noith 

-  36  South 

.38  .  -        - 

-(40) 

-  32  Imperial. 
34  Winchester. 


lbs. 

Customary  descriptiim. 

63 

-    - 

63  net. 

score,  lbs. 

63  J 

-    - 

9  10  per  bag,  net. 

62 

-    - 

9  10  gross. 

fc'8^ 

-    - 

10  10  gross. 

70 

-    - 

10  10  nett 

68  § 

-    - 

10  10  gross. 

72 

-    - 

11    -     — 

(7^ 

•    «. 

11    -    — 

173  J 

-.  - 

11     4    -- 

[70 

-    - 

1014    — 

L688 

-    - 

10  10    — 

73  § 

-     - 

11     4    — 

35 
40 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 


295.  Is  not  corn  of  one  species  sold  by  one  method,  and  com  of  another 
species  by  another  method,  in  the  same  market  ? — Yes,  in  many  markets  that 
is  the  case ;  and  in  some  markets  the  same  description  of  corn  is  sold  by  dif- 
ferent methods  ;  but  that  will  be  fully  seen  in  the  report  I  have  just  referred 
to,  where  at  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  Carmaithen  and  Bristol,  the  various  modes 
may  be  seen. 

296.  Different  rates  of  weight  ? — Yes;  different  rates  of  weight,  to  an  equal 
extent  with  the  variations  in  measure. 

297.  Can  you  meni:ion  any  instances  ?— With  respect  to  the  different  mea- 
sures  or  weights  by  which  corn  is  sold,  sometimes  by  the  load,  sometimes  by 
the  quarter,  sometimes  by  the  bag,  sometimes  by  the  last,  sometimes  by  the 
coomb.  If  the  same  species  of  corn  were  invariably  sold  by  the  same  measure, 
less  inconvenience  would  arise ;  but  it  is  sometimes  sold  in  one  place  in  one 
way,  in  another  in  another,  and  very  often  in  different  ways,  at  the  same  place. 

In 
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In  the  Metrq)ditan  counties  it  is  principally  sold  by  the  quarter  or  the  load ;    Mr.  M.  T,  Bass. 
in  Norfolk  and  Sufiblk  by  the  coomb,  but  though  not  quite  regular  there,  yet         .  ■ 
in  other  counties  they  are  far  from  having  the  same  degree  of  regularity ;  thus      8  May  1834. 
at  Wisbeach,  wheat  is  sold  by  the  quarter,  oats  by  the  last ;  at  Huntingdon, 
wheat  is  sold  by  the  load  of  five  bushels ;  barley,  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the 
quarter ;  at  Appleby,  oats  are  sold  by  the  quarter,  and  wheat  and  barley  by  the 
bushel ;  at  Kendal,  wheat  and  oats  are  sold  by  the  load  of  4 1  Winchester 
bushels,  and  barley  by  the  Imperial  bushel.     In  turn,  every  variety  of  mea- 
sure, in  the  whole  range  of  multiples  and  submultiples,  is  used  for  each  kind  of 
com  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.    This  variety,  coupled  with  deviations 
frcmi  the  legal  standards,  makes,  as  the  Committee  will  see,  interminable  con* 
fusion. 

298.  Do  you  think  that  this  leads  to  confusion  or  uncertainty  at  the  mo- 
ment of  dealing  ? — Certainly ;  I  have  frequently  been  puzzled  even  in  markets 
where  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ordinary  practices.  The  other  day,  a 
very  expert  factor  offered  me  a  sample  of  oats  of  superior  quality ;  upon  ray 
asking  the  weight,  he  replied  so  many  stones  per  bag,  and  being  a  weight 
which  we  were  both  unaccustomed  to,  it  required  some  time  for  us  to  calculate. 
This  might  be  a  great  hindrance  to  a  man  who  had  to  make,  perhaps,  dO  or  40 
purchases  during  market  time,  say  within  an  hour  or  two. 

299.  Does  it  not  also  aflfect  the  quotations  ? — It  renders  regularity  in  the  quo- 
tations of  prices  almost  impossible :  in  order  to  make  the  quotations  of  such  mark- 
ets of  any  use,  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  particulars  of  every  transaction, 

300.  You  are  aware  that  a  bill  is  now  in  progress  for  rendering  it  imperative 
to  use  the  Imperial  standards  in  weight  and  measure ;  will  that  cure  the  defects 
of  the  present  system  ? — I  apprehend  not ;  because  the  only  Imperial  standards 
prescribed  are  the  pound  avoirdupois  and  the  gallon,  and  the  nominal  or  custom* 
ary  weights  or  measures  may  still  consist  of  as  many  various  multiples  of  these 
two  standards  as  heretofore.  It  will  not  make  com  be  sold  by  weight  or  by 
measure ;  there  is  no  law  at  present  prescribing  that  corn  shall  be  sold  by  one 
method  or  the  other ;  either  the  pound  or  the  gallon,  that  is  tx>  say,  either  weight 
or  measure,  may  be  used  indiscnminately. 

301.  Then,  notwithstanding  that  bill,  com  may  still  be  sold  in  some  places 
by  weight,  and  in  other  places  by  measure? — Just  so. 

302.  And  by  different  amounts  of  weight  and  by  different  measures,  pro- 
vi^d  they  be  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial  standards  ? — Certainly. 

303.  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand  that  there  will  be  considerable 
diversity  still,  and  that  the  quotations  would  not  be  much  improved  ? — Diver- 
sity would  still  prevail,  and  the  quotations  be  very  imperfect. 

304.  Will  you  point  out  some  instances  where  such  diversity  would  still  pre- 
vail ? — By  referring  to  the  returns  I  have  before  adverted  to,  it  will  be  found 
that  at  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  Bristol,  and,  indeed,  all  places  where  they  sell 
by  weight  or  measure,  there  would  still  be  diversity ;  this  return  exhibits  it  in 
a  very  remarkable  manner. 

305*  The  return  you  refer  to,  comprises  only  the  towns  which  have  in* 
spectors  ? — I  believe  so. 

306.  What  should  you  suppose  the  state  of  things  to  be  in  other  markets 
where  there  are  no  inspectors  ? — I  suppose  it  to  be  very  much  the  same ;  it 
cannot  be  worse. 

307*  Will  you  instance  some  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — The  Stafford- 
shire markets  abound  in  these  incongruities,  and  might  still  retain  most  of  them 
under  what  I  understand  to  be  the  provisions  proposed  by  Lord  Ebrington's 
bill.  In  that  county,  there  are  scarcely  two  markets  where  the  same  customs 
prevail.  At  Burton-on -Trent,  the  bushels  used  are  those  of  82  quarts  Impe- 
rial and  36  quarts  Winchester ;  at  Stafford,  38  Winchester  quarts  and  39  Win- 
Chester  quarts.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  at  Uttoxeter  they  have  a  different 
practice  for  the  farmers  coming  north  or  south  of  the  town.  1  have  been  awaie 
of  this  fact,  and  made  particular  inquiries ;  the  dealers  tell  me,  that  when  a 
stranger  appears,  all  that  is  neqessary  is  to  learn  whether  he  comes  from  the 
north  of  the  town  or  the  south,  to  know  the  sort  of  measure  or  weight  that  he  sells 
by ;  those  who  come  from  the  north  sell  by  the  measure  of  38  Winchester  quarts, 
and  those  from  the  south  by  the  36  quarts  Winchester  measure.  At  Stone, 
they  sell  38 ;  and  at  Wolverhampton,  I  believe  from  its  contiguity  to  Shrop- 
shirCj  they  sell  40  quarts;  at  Derby,  which  is  not  10  miles  from  the  county  of 
Stafford,  they  sell  32  Imperial  quarts,  34  Winchester,  and  35  Winchester.   The 
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Mr.  M.  l\  Bass.    Varieties  of  weight  in  Staffordshire  are  eqimlly  numerous ;  at  Burton,  wheat  is 

'  '  sold  63  lbs.,  63  §d,  62  gross,  68  Jds  gross,  and  70  lbs.  net ;  at  Lichfield,  it  is 

8  May  1834.      sold  68  gds  gross ;  at  Stafford,  it  is  sold  by  the  bushel  of  72  lbs.  gross ;  at  tJttox* 

eter,  the  northern  people  sell  72 lbs.  and  73  Jibs  ;  those  from  the  south,  sell 

70  lbs.  and  68  §  lbs. ;  at  Stone  73  Jd. 

308.  By  gross  and  net,  you  mean  including  the  sack,  or  not  ? — The  gross 
includes  the  sack,  the  net  is  the  actual  weight  of  the  corn. 

309.  From  what  you  know  of  these  markets,  you  would  infer  that  the  diver- 
sity and  consequent  confusion  are  even  greater  in  the  markets  not  included  in  the 
returns  ? — I  believe  they  are  very  much  the  same  ;  in  going  over  the  returns  from 
the  various  inspectors,  it  will  be  found  that  the  varieties  are  almost  as  numerous. 

310.  Are  they  not  more  so? — Perhaps  they  are  so. 

311.  You  have  stated  that  you  believe  there  is  no  method  of  selling  com 
prescribed  by  law;  you  are  aware  that  the  general  impression  is  that  measure  is 
the  legal  mode  ? — There  is  a  general  impression  to  that  effect,  but  it  is  an 
unfounded  one,  I  believe. 

312.  The  Corn  Law  empowers  parties  to  return  either  weight  or  measure, 
does  it  not?-— I  believe  so. 

313.  Are  there  not  several  Acts  prescribing  the  use  of  weight  to  Ireland  r— 
There  are. 

314.  Your  previous  remarks  you  confine  to  England  ? — My  remarks  upon  the 
state  of  the  law  relate  to  Great  Britain. 

315.  How  do  you  account  for  the  extensive  use  of  weight  in  England;  at 
Liverpool  for  instance  ? — I  account  for  it  from  the  conviction  of  the  superiority 
of  weight  over  measure.  Liverpool  may  have  been  influenced,  in  some  d^ree, 
by  its  mtercourse  with  Ireland,  but  Liverpool  and  Lancashire  have  for  a  long 
time  been  remarkable  for  differing  from  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  in  these  mat< 
ters.  In  the  13th  Richards,  an  Act  was  passed  **  for  uniformity  of  weights 
and  measures,  except  it  be  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  because  in  that  county  it 
hath  always  been  used  to  have  greater  measure  than  in  the  other  part  of  the 
kingdom  }**  and  the  same  indulgence  has  been  extended  to  Lancashire  in 
subsequent  Acts  of  Parliament. 

316.  If  there  be  no  method  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  bill  now  pending  (k>es 
not  cure  the  existing  diversities,  do  you  not  think  that  one  unirorm  method 
should  be  prescribed  for  the  whole  kingdom  ? — I  consider  it  very  essential  to 
enforce  uniformity,  and  I  believe  this  opinion  to  be  very  generally  entertained. 

317.  You  have  stated  that  at  present  measure  is  used  extensively,  and  that 
weight  is  also  used  extensively ;  and  that  weight  and  measure  is  also  used  prac* 
tically  by  the  most  intelligent  dealers.  Will  you  state  which  of  these  methods 
should  be  prescribed,  and  why  you  prefer  one  to  the  other  ? — I  conceive  mea- 
sure by  itself  very  objectionable  ;  weight  by  itself  is  infinitely  superior  to  mea- 
sure ;  but  I  believe  the  two  ingredients  combined  would  approach  perfection  as 
nearly  as  possible. 

318.  You  object  to  measure,  because  it  does  not  determine  quality  as  well  as 
quantity ;  are  there  not  other  objections  to  measure  alone  ? — -iVIeasure  neither 
determines  quantity  nor  quality ;  it  admits  of  constant  variation. 

319.  Will  you  state  any  other  objections  which  occur  to  you? — A  man  may 
measure  lightly  or  heavily,  there  is  often  a  wonderful  degree  of  skill  in  par- 
ties who  are  called  upon  to  measure.  The  practice  of  the  Customs  with  respect 
to  bonded  com  exhibits  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  elastic  principle,  if  I  may 
use  such  a  term,  of  measure ;  they  require  that  whatever  com  is  bonded  shall, 
when  taken  out  of  bond,  reproduce  precisely  the  same  quantities.  Now, 
everybody  who  knows  anything  about  com,  knows  you  cannot  reproduce  the 
same  quantity  after  a  lapse  of  any  long  period ;  last  year  I  had  instances  of 
corn  losing  in  measure  as  much  as  10  per  cent,  and  I  was  told  in  Mark  Lane, 
on  complaining  of  such  deficiency,  that  15  per  cent,  was  not  an  unusual  loss^ 
from  evaporation  and  other  causes. 

320.  What  com  was  this?— Barley.  Now,  a  meter  who  is  about  to  measure 
bonded  corn  for  the  sake  of  re-exportation,  or  op  payment  of  duty,  is  therefore 
called  upon  to  form  his  own  ideas  of  the  exact  quantity  he  has  to  measure,  as 
compared  with  the  quantity  bonded  ;  and  if  by  inquiry  he  can  find  that  the 
com  was  bonded  in  very  bad  condition,  he  knows  he  will  have  to  make  a 
corresponding  allowance  for  it,  and  so  in  degrees  answering  to  its  condition, 
whatever  he  may  leara  it  to  be.  But  what  I  desire  to  bring  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  is,  that  the  Customs  insist  upon  the  man  producing  the  very 
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same  measure  of  bonded  corn,  though  in  some  instances  100  bushels  will  be    Mr.  Jf.  7.  Bass. 

reduced  to  90,  or  even  85  ;  so  that  if  a  man  has  to  measure  85  bushels,  he  is       — '• 

called  upon  to  make  it  100 ;  and  if  he  happens  to  overmark  himself,  he  has  to      8  May  1834. 
hold  hard  and  measure  heavily,  in  order  that  as  he  approaches  the  conclusion 
he  may  bring  it  to  the  point  the  Customs  require,  or  make  85  bushels  into  100. 

321.  Do  you  think  it  is  impossible  to  detect  whether  com  be  lightly  or 
heavily  measured,  without  the  use  of  weight  also  ? — I  am  of  that  opinion. 

322.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  for  navigators  to  render  back  the  same 
corn } — Na\agators  are  exposed  every  day  to  great  inconveniences  from  the 
uncertainty  of  measuring,  as  well  as  the  dishonesty  of  their  servants ;  and  that 
dishonesty  is  very  much  encouraged  by  the  knowledge  of  the  uncertainty  of 
the  practice.  A  curious  instance,  occurred  the  other  day  under  my  observation : 
a  neighbour  of  mine  bought  from  a  factor  with  whonf  I  have  large  dealings  a 
cargo  of  barley,  and  upon  measuring  it  into  his  stores  there  was  a  considerable 
surplus,  or,  as  they  tecnnically  say,  it  held  out  more  than  measure.  On  the 
next  occasion  he  had.  an  opportunity  of  correcting  his  measure,  for  the  factor 
informed  him  his  measure  was  too  small.  The  next  cargo  which  was  delivered 
to  him  was  deficient  pretty  much  in  the  same  proportion  as  before  it  appeared 
to  be  in  excess ;  for  the  boatmen,  supposing  tne  measure  would  be  the  same 
that  they  had  on  the  first  occasion  measured  by,  had  made  their  calculations 
accordingly,  and  abstracted  a  quantity  sufficient  to  make  it  correspond  with 
the  buyer's  bushel.  But  the  variation  in  the  mode  of  measuring  is  commonly 
admitted ;  it  is  often  made  a  point  of  contention  between  various  parties,  who 
pride  themselves  upon  their  skill.  I  recollect  an  instance  of  a  neighbouring 
tradesman  objecting  that  a  quantity  of  corn  delivered  to  him  was  insufficient, 
that  it  did  not  hold  out  measure ;  and  the  seller,  who  was  a  farmer  whose  farm 
was  next  to  my  own,  immediately  sent  his  own  servant  to  measure.  He  was  a 
very  expert  measurer,  coming  from  a  part  of  the  country  remarkable  for  their 
skill  in  measuring  (the  Peak  in  Derbyshire),  and  he  immediately  made  the 
quantity  contracted  for.  Other  circumstances  may  operate  upon  the  quantity 
in  any  given  measure.  I  am  told  by  experienced  people  that  measuring  on  a 
ground  floor  and  measuring  in  a  loft  will  create  a  difference  of  a  pound  a  bushel 
by  the  vibration.  I  have  heard  an  anecdote  bearing  upon  that  question :  an 
old  man,  a  neighbour  of  mine,  who  was  a  miller,  always  received  liis  corn  by 
measurement  on  an  upper  floor ;  and  it  was  said  that  he  sometimes  pretendea 
to  have  the  toothache  when  the  corn  was  delivered,  and  went  stampii^  about 
the  floor  at  the  instant  the  measure  was  struck,  by  which  means  he  obtained  a 
very  considerable  advantage.  That,  perhaps,  is  in  some  degree  a  joke,  but  I 
believe  it  to  have  really  happened  once  or  twice.  I  mention  it  to  show  that  it 
is  possible,  by  anv  trick  of  that  nature,  to  md^e  an  alteration  in  the  measure 
beyond  that  which  is  right. 

323.  The  effect  was,  to  brin^  the  grains  closer  to  each  other? — ^Yes. 

324.  Will  you  state  what  class  01  persons  are  more  immediately  affected  by 
this  question  ? — I  suppose  all  persons  connected  with  the  trade  in  com  are 
immediately  affected  by  it ;  the  farmer,  the  miller,  the  dealer,  the  factor,  the 
navigator,  the  meter,  the  baker,  the  consumer,  and  no  doubt  the  public  at 
large  are  materially  interested. 

325.  fie  so  good  as  to  state  how  these  parties,  the  farmer,  the  miller,  the 
dealers  or  factors,  the  navigators,  the  meters,  the  bakers,  and  the  consumers, 
or  the  public,  are  affected  by  the  use  of  measure  alone? — I  conceive  they  are 
all  affected  by  the  uncertainty  which  necessarily  belongs  to  measure  alone : 
they  are  exposed  also  to  fraud  and  misunderstandings;  but  no  doubt  the 
losses,  arising  from  all  those  inconveniences,  for  the  most  part  fall  ultimately 
upon  the  public ;  for  if  the  factor  or  baker  incurs  an  inconvenience  or  loss,  his 
average  profits  (hust  be  made  up  by  the  public. 

326.  You  conceive  then,  that  as  measure  alone  determines  quantity  only,  and 
from  its  nature  requires  the  check  of  another  ingredient  to  provie  its  accuracy, 
as  well  as  to  give  the  quality,  the  use  of  it  alone  ought  not  to  be.  prescribed 
by  law  ? — I  do  not  think  that  measure  does  determine  quantity ;  I  think  it  is 
altogether  an  uncertain  standard  of  quantity ;  it  can  only  be  employed  to  the 
best  advantage  as  a  check  on  weight,  or  by  way  of  description. 

327.  Would  nonweight  be  sufficient  as  a  standard  of  quality  ? — Weight  is, 
I  think,  vastly  superior  to  measure. 

328.  You  conceive  that  weight  alone  gives  only  quantity;  but  in  order  to 
0.36.  E  determf 
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Mr.  Jf.  r.  Bau.    determine  quality,  on  which  depends  the  value,  measure  must  be  also  given  ? — 

That  is  my  (pinion. 

S  May  1834.  329.  It  must  be  either  measure  of  such  a  weight  per  measure,  or  weight  of 

such  a  measure  per  weight  ? — Precisely  so. 

330.  Do  you  think  that  the  chances  of  firaud  are  diminished  by  the  use  of 
weight? — No  doubt,  very  considerably. 

331.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  then,  that  though  weight  alone  is,  like 
measure  alone,  insufficient  to  tell  quality,  yet  that  fraud  is  checked  by  tbs.  use 
of  weight  more  than  by  measure  ? — I  believe  so,  decidedly. 

332.  You  mean  to  say  then,  that  if  you  use  weight  you  have  a  positive  wei^t; 
that  is,  supposing  you  bought  60  pounds  of  com,  weighing  50  pounds  to  the 
bushel,  and  60  pounds  of  com,  weighing  53  pounds  to  the  bushel,  unless  you 
knew  the  relation  between  the  weight  and  measure,  you  would  only  know  you 
had  so  much  weight,  but  would  not  be  aware  of  the  value  or  quality  of  the 

,  purchase  ? — Just  so. 

333.  If  measure  be  used,  you  would  be  worse  off;  for  you  would  not  ihea 
know  what  you  had.  A  bushel  of  wheat  would  tell  you  nothing  unleM  you 
knew  the  weight ;  and  you  would  know  even  less,  you  would  not  know  whe- 
ther it  was  hen-com,  or  what  com  it  was  ? — It  might  be  the  lowest  or  the 
highest  quality  of  com,  for  no  clue  is  affi>rded  by  which  to  arrive  at  the  truth. 

334.  Then  though  you  conceive  weight,  as  giving  you  the  satisfaction  ci 
knowing  you  had  something,  would  be  better  than  measure  so  far,  yet  as  it 
would  not  give  you  the  qualitv  you  would  be  but  little  better  off;  you  must  ^ 
have  recourse  to  measure  to  nnd  it  out  ? — I  believe  weight  to  be  a  manifest  im- 
provement over  measure ;  but  I  should  prefer  weight  and  measure  ccmibmed, 
as  being  the  most  perfect  system  which  can  be  conceived. 

335.  As  far  as  an  individual  is  concemed,  neither  weight  nor  measure,  nngly, 
is  of  any  use  as  a  criterion  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  value  of  his  com?— 
Neither  weight  nor  measure  singly  determines  the  quality  of  his  com* 

336.  It  has  been  supposed,  that  weight  and  pnce  bein^  given,  the  quality 
could  be  inferred ;  are  you  of  that  opinicm  ? — I  believe  that  to  be  a  faUacy, 
seeing  that  many  elements  of  uncertainty  are  mixed  up  with  weight  and  price. 

337.  What  are  the  elements  of  uncertainty  ? — The  chanee  in  the  market  from 
<me  market-day  to  another,  the  difference  in  the  value  at  different  markets,  and 
the  difference  in  the  quality  itself  independent  of  weight. 

338-  j(n  consequence  of  a  bad  season  ? — No  doubt  that  will  have  an  eflect 
I  do  not  suppose  the  difference  in  the  harvests  to  be  very  material,  excepting 
at  such  seasons  when  the  old  com  and  new  com  are  brought  into  the  same 
market ;  in  that  case,  of  course  it  will  generally  happen  that  the  seasons  pro- 
duce a  difference  in  the  weight  of  the  two  samples  respectively ;  for  instance, 
in  the  present  season  we  have  weights  of  wheat  which  we  can  hardly  hope  to 
see  again  so  remarkably  heavy^ 

339.  You  refer  of  course  only  to  the  quotations ;  it  is  of  no  use  to  an  indivi« 
dual  to  give  merely  the  weight  and  price,  except  so  far  as  to  tell  him  what  is 
the  market  price ;  it  will  not  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  his  own 
com,  will  it  ? — It  will  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  value  of  his  own  com  after 
he  has  resolved  its  quality  by  inspection,  or  by  the  most  certain  test  of  weight 
and  measure  combined. 

340.  You  think,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  his  own  com,  an  indivi- 
dual must  use  both  weight  and  measure ;  that  he  cannot  apply  the  informatioQ 
he  has  gathered  from  the  quotations  without  having  ascertained  .  that  r — Not 
with  perfect  accuracy,  without  having  ascertained  both  the  weight  and  measure. 

341.  Do  not  other  causes  intervene  to  create  a  difl^ence  in  price,  without 
respect  to  quality  ? — Certainly ;  the  supply  and  demand,  the  influence  of  other 
markets,  and  the  prospect  of  the  growing  crop,  especially  on  the  approach  of  har- 
vest, which  varies  one  day  with  another,  a  single  day  may  make  all  the  difference 
in  the  world.  Ten  days  ago  I  was  unfortunate  enough  to  make  a  speculation 
in  oats,  on  the  presumption  of  dry  weather ;  the  next  day  the  rain  came,  and 
caused  a  reduction  of  2d  a  bushel  in  the  prices  instantly;  now  the  quotations, 
under  such  circumstances,  without  stating  the  cause  which  acted  upon  the  mar- 
ket, would  give  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  cause  of  the  variation  in  price. 

342-  The  general  state  of  supply  and  demand  at  the  time,  or  the  prospect  of 
greater  or  less  abundance,  according  to  the  state  of  the  harveft  here  and  abroad  ? 
— Exactly  so. 

343.  Will  not  the  circumstance  of  a  fevourable  position  also  affect  the  price. 
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of  a  particular  district  being  artificially  or  really  nearer  to  the  market  ?— Proxi-  Mr.  M.  r.  Bass. 

mity  to  consumption,  or  facilities  for  arriving  at  the  best  markets,  will  affect  the  — — — 

price  of  com  in  such  districts.  8  May  1834. 

344.  The  weight  and  price  then  is  a  very  doubtful  criterion  of  value? —  ^ 
I  believe  so,  for  a  sudden  advance  of  price  may  lead  to  very  erroneous  con«  * 
elusions ;  the  market  will  often  vary  2  ^.  a  quarter  in  h^  an  hour ;  I  have 

known  markets  get  up  2  s.  for  barley  in  half -an  hour ;  now  the  weight  and  the 
price,  unless  the'  change  of  half  hours  were  noted,  would  be  a  very  uncertain 
guide  to  the  quality,  and  therefore  to  the  correctness  of  the  quotations. 

345.  It  being  tiie  case  that  other  ingredients  enter  into  &e  price,  so  as  to    * 
render  it  with  weight  atone  no  indication  of  quality,  do  you  not  consider  it  iuL- 
portant  to  distinguish  the  diflerence  of  price  arisii^  from  that  cause  from 
elements  essentially  uncertain  ? — No  doubt  it  is  desirable  to  have  it  as  simple 
and  as  clear  as  possible. 

346.  As  a  man  of  business  you  would  say,  that  wherever  there  are  elements 
of  price,  partly  certain  and  partly  uncertain,  you  would  separate  the  certain 
from  the  uncertain  ? — I  would  wish  to  have  all  tiie  elements  which  determined 
the  value  specified. 

347.  There  would  be  less  room  for  mere  guess  or  speculation  ? — ^There  would    * 
be  less  groping  in  the  dark. 

348.  Is  not  this  the  case  with  all  merchants  in  all  their  transactions ;  do  they 
not  always  look  to  the  smallest  particulars  with  this  view  ? — It  is  their  interest 
to  do  so ;  they  should  demand  the  best  description  <^  which  the  article  in 
question  is  capable,  and  all  able  merchants  do  so. 

349.  Ycm  are  then  of  opinion,  first,  that  for  the  purpose  of  an  individual,  in 
his  particular  case,  weight  and  measure  should  be  used,  to  enable  him  to  judge  of 
the  quality,  and  so  to  fix  the  price  of  his  corn  ;  secondly,  lliat  for  the  purposes 
of  quotation,  it  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  state  the  weight  and  the  price,  to 
enable  the  public  to  judge  of  the  causes  of  the  difference  of  price,  whether 
from  quality  or  any  other  cause,  weight  only  not  rendering  the  quotations  more 
than  sufficient  to  assist  in  a  guess  as  to  the  quality  ? — Just  so. 

350.  You  are  of  opinion  that  if  any  method  was  prescribed  by  law,  it  murt 
be  weight  and  measure,  and  not  either  weight  or  measure  »ngly  ? — I  suppose 
that  to  be  the  best  system  which  can  be  devised. 

351.  By  whom  is  the  svstem  erf  weight  and  measure  combined  now  used? — 
Intelligent  dealers  never  lose  sight  of  both  ingredients :  some  merchants  in  this 
country  carry  small  scales  and  weights  in  order  to  determine  the  quality  in  the 
bulk  of  com,  by  measuring  and  weighing  the  sample  on  a  small  scale,  and  the 
same  practice  is  very  general  in  Holland.  I  believe  scarcely  a  merchant  goes 
to  their  sample-market  without  taking  a  pair  of  small  scales  in  bis  pocket. 

352.  You  are  aware  that  weight  and  measure  combined  is  used  in  Government  , 
contracts? — I  have  seen  a  Return  from  the  Najtry  Office  and  Commissariat, 
which  describes  all  purchases  to  be  made  by  weight  and  measure  combined. 
The  Return  is  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  IO6,  of  the  present  session*  "  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  pure  and  unmixed  samples,  the  principle  was  laid  down  in 
November  1882,  tiiat  no  wheat  weighing  less  than  60  lbs.  per  bushel  should  be 
received,  but  that  samples  the  nearest  to  that  weight,  although  exceeding 
60  lbs.,  might  be  selected,  in  which  case  the  overweight  was  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  contract  price.** 

353-  You  have  said  that  all  intelligent  men  use  weight  and  measure ;  if 
this  be  so,  why  compel  the  adoption  of  what  those  who  know  their  own  interest 
invariably  use  ? — It  is  desirable  to  make  the  best  practice  universal :  uniformity 
will  also  be  the  consequence  of  it,  besides  a  perfect  system  of  report  and  quo- 
tations. It  very  oflen  happens  that  people  do  not  know,  or  refuse  to  consult, 
their  own  interests,  and  their  pertinacity  in  old  habits  leads  them  to  oppose  the 
interests  of  those  who  are  more  intelligent  than  themselves. 

354.  You  mean  to  say  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  used  for  the  sake  of  the 
quotations  ? — It  is  very  necessary  for  the  quotations. 

355-  Is  there  not  great  difficulty  in  bringing  into  use  among  the  farmers  any 
alteration  ? — They  are  generally  very  much  opposed  to  any  changes,  though 
they  may  be  improvements. 

356.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  has  been  objected  to  weight  and  measure,  that 
it  would  occasion  trouble,  cost,  and  promote  litigation  ? — I  think  the  extra  trouble 
ivould  be  very  trifling,  and  to  me  it  appears  calculated  to  prevent  litigation. 

357.  Will  you  state  in  what  particulars  the  proposed  system  differs  from  the 
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Ut. M.  T.  Bass,    present  in  those  respects?— It  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the  present 

system  :  I  think  the  preventing  litigation  would  be  a  great  improvement,  and 

8  May  1834.  the  extra  trouble  would  be  in  my  opinion  very  trifling  indeed ;  whatever  the 
•^  extra  trouble  may  be,  it  does  not  deter  a  vast  many  persons  from  encounteriog 

*  it  now.    I  never  received  a  parcel  of  com  without  botn  weighing  and  measuring. 

358.  Do  you  weigh  the  whole  or  the  sample? — I  gener^y  measure  the 
.whole,  and  also  weigh  a  part.       ' 

359.  Do  you  use  a  machine  called  a  chondrometer  ? — Yes,  particularly  when 
I  make  purchases  of  foreign  com,  when  the  only  way  we  have  of  ascertaining 

'    the  quality  is  from  the  samples  sent  from  abroad,  for  we  often  buy  com  from 
abroad  bv  sample ;  in  that  case  I  test  it  by  the  chondrometer, 

360.  Is  it  true  ? — I  have  found  it  very  accurate. 

361.  You  think  it  is  sufficiently  accurate  to  purchase  large  quantities  by?— 
It  is  a  very  good  guide,  but  we  have  a  description  from  the  seller  also;  as 
a  check  upon  his  description,  it  is  very  useful. 

362-  You  would  then  rely  upon  that  instrument  for  completing  a  large 
purchase  of  com  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  guide  if  I  could  not  see 
the  bulk,  or  could  not  have  a  description  from  parties  on  whom  I  could  rely. 

363.  When  the  bidk  arrived,  you  would  weigh  part  ? — Yes,  decidedly ;  it 
*  would  be  no  more  trouble  to  weigh  a  bushel  .than  to  weigh  this  small  parcel. 

364.  M^ould  weight  and  measure  occasion  greater  cost? — It  would  make  no 
difference  with  me  and  with  persons  who  like  me  may  use  the  practice  already, 
and  very  little  difference  to  those  who  either  weigh  or  measure,  to  use  the 
other  standard  for  smaller  proportions. 

365.  Do  you  think  that  the  proposed  system  would  occasion  more  disputes 
than  the  present  ? — I  think  it  is  calculated  to  prevent  disputes. 

366.  You  think  it  would  not  multiply  questions  of  doubt  ? — No,  I  think  it 
would  tend  to  determine  them. 

367.  If  com  be  not  delivered  according  to  sample,  is  it  not  desirable,  rather 
than  the  reverse,  that  the  buyer  should  have  the  means  of  detecting  the 
deficiency  ? — It  is  desirable  that  the  buyer  should  have  every  facility  afforded 
him  for  detecting  any  departure  from  his  contract. 

368.  And  though  frauds  should  be  discovered  at  first,  and  many  bargains  be 
thrown  up  in  consequence,  would  not  the  possession  of  such  means  be  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  frauds  afterwards? — I  doubt  whether  it  would  lead  to  many 
bargains  being  thrown  up,  but  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  tendency  to 
prevent  any  attempts  at  fraud. 

369.  In  point  of  fact,  are  not  bargains  now  thrown  up  if  the  com  delivered 
does  not  a^ree  with  the  sample  ? — They  are  frequently  thrown  up,  and  may  be 
always,  if  tne  buyer  choose,  under  such  circumstances,  to  throw  up  his  purchase. 

370.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  a  precise  weight  per 
measure,  would  render  it  difficult  to  give  both  ;  but  if  a  latitude  of  a  pound  (X 
half  a  pound  were  given  either  way,  would  not  that  overrale  any  such  diffi- 
culty r— Yes,  I  should  think  so.  I  should  recommend  that  a  range  within  a  pound 
should  be  afforded  to  the  seller,  tha.t  is  to  say,  that  if  he  contract  to  deliver  com 
61  lbs.,  and  it  exceed  60lbs.,  it  should  be  held  to  be  a  good  delivery*  I  would 
propose  that  to  prevent  disputes  from  trivial  differences,  such  as  the  fractional 
parts  of  a  pound ;  it  would  diminish  the  opportunity  for  captious  objections. 

371.  In  the  event  of  corn  bein^  sold  at  oOlbs.  a  bushel,  and  it  should  happen 
to  be  59  ilbs.,  that  would  oblige  the  seller  to  make  up  the  difference  ? — A  difler- 
ence  in  quality  cannot  be  made'  up  but  by  a  compensation  in  price ;  but  the 
deficiency  in  quantity  might  be  made  up. 

372.  It  has  been  said,  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  bargains  would  be  thrown 
up ;  if  that  supposition  were  true,  is  it  not  a  proof  that  in  so  many  instances 
the  delivery  does  not  correspond  with  the  sample,  and  that  the  evil  is  only 
borne  with  from  a  want  of  the  means  of  detection  ? — I  cannot  conceive  that 
anything  like  such  a  proportion  of  bargains  would  be  thrown  up ;  a  pound  a 
bushel  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  cover  all  accidental  deviations  from  the 
specifications  in  contracts  ;  if  the  number  of  such  cases  should  be  greater  than 
I  suppose,  it  would  only  go  to  prove  the  necessity  for  more  perfect  means  of 
detecting  such  frequent  breaches  of  contract. 

373.  You  would  think  it  a  strong  case  for  a  remedy,  instead  of  the  reverse? 
— Yes ;  I  think  that  furnishes  a  strong  case  for  remedy,  rather  than  the  reverse. 

374.  If  the  corn  delivered  does  not  suit  the  purchaser,  does  he  not  in  that 
case  both  lose  his  object  and  pay  too  dearly  for  the  corn,  so  that  he  is  doubly 

®  .      Digitized  by  God^J""^***-- 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  ag 

injured? — It  might  happen  so;  but  he  would  have  hi»  remedy  in  refusing  to    Mr.  M.  T.  Bats. 
receive  such  corn,  because  it  would  be  differing  from  the  description  in  his  con-      — — -— 
tract,  which  of  itself  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  refusing  it.  8  May  1834. 

375.  Is  it  not  in  some  cases  of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  corn  of  a 
peculiar  quality ;  are  there  not  cases  in  which  any  other  would  not  at  all  suit 
the  purpose? — Yes';  peculiar  descriptions  of  corn  are  required  for  particular 
purposes ;  for  instance,  the  pastrycooks  require  a  particular  description  of  com, 
maltsters  require  a  particular  description  of  barley  for  malting;  so  do  mealmen 
require  a  different  description  of  oats  from  those  generally  used  for  pro- 
vender. 

376.  In  any  such  case  is  it  not  a  great  hardship  to  the  buyer  not  to  be  able  to 
expose  the  fraud  and  obtain  redress  ? — It  appears  so. 

377.  You  are  of  opinion,  that  as  regards  trouble  and  cost  and  the  chance  of 
litigation,  no  material  difference  would  be  caused  by  the  introduction  of  the 
combined  system  of  weight  and  measure? — That  is  my  opinion. 

378.  The  farmer  has  plenty  of  time,  except  in  particular  seasons,  to  weigh 
and  measure  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  before  he  goes  to  market,  has  he  not  ? — 
Generally,  except  perhaps  at  seed  time  and  harvest,  when  he  seldom  thrashes 
out  his  corn. 

379.  At  all  events,  roughly  or  carefully,  he  must  form  an  estimate  of  the 
value  of  his  com  ? — He  ought  to  do  so. 

380.  It  would  not  be  Necessary  to  weigh  the  whole  bulk  ?^— Where  the  whole 
is  measured,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  weigh  a  part. 

381.  When  only  part  is  measured,  what  must  be  done? — ^Then  it  would 
require  to  weigh  the  whole. 

382.  h  that  done  now  ?— Yes,  1  always  weigh  one  in  ten  or  one  in  a  score, 
and  the  same  practice  is  observed  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  as  is  shown 
by  the  Returns  to  which  I  have  referred  before ;  for  instance,  at  Whitehaven, 
Coleraine,  and  various  other  places. 

383.  Supposing  weight  and  measure  to  be  free  from  the  objections  that  it 
will  expose  the  trade  to  greater  trouble,  cost  and  chance  of  litigation,  is  it  not 
open  to  this  objection,  that  it  will  change  the  practice  of  Ireland,  which  is  uni- 
form, and  not  objected  to  ? — It  would  certainly  alter  the  practice  of  Ireland  in 
some  degree ;  but  I  suppose  that  inconvenience,  were  the  change  insisted  upon 
in  Ireland,  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  advantages  of  entire  uniformity 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

384.  What  is  the  practice  of  Ireland  ? — I  am  notable  to  state  that  absolutely ; 
I  know  merely  that  all  corn  is  sold  by  weight  in  Ireland,  a  certain  weight  for 
the  barrel,  varying  according  to  the  description  of  com,  one  weight  for  wheat, 
another  for  barley,  another  for  oats;  no  mode  of  selling  corn  in  Ireland  is  legal, 
except  by  weight.  I  have  myself  very  little  direct  communication  with  Ire- 
land, but  I  frequently  buv  Irish  com. 

385.  If  it  were  desirable  to  introduce  into  England  an  uniform  system,  and 
the  practice  of  Ireland  were  the  only  obstacle,  ought  that  to  be  a  sufficient 
objecrion  ? — I  conceive  not. 

386.  Do  you  conceive  that  if  the  practice  of  selling  by  any  other  system  but 
weight  were  introduced  into  England,  it  would  be  necessary  on  that  account  to 
change  th^  Irish  system? — It  would  not  be  indispensable,  but  I  should  think 
it  very  desirable.  All  the  Irish  corn  is  sold  according  to  English  customs  in  the 
English  markets.  At  whatever  markets  it  goes  to,  it  is  reduced  to  the  custo- 
mary measures  of  those  markets :  in  Liverpool  every  description  of  Irish  corn 
is  sold  entirely  by  weight ;  in  London  entirely  by  measure ;  in  Ireland  it  is 
sold  altogether  by  weight. 

387.  Into  how  many  ports  of  this  kingdom  do  the  Irish  usually  export  corn  ? 
— I  do  not  know,  but  principally  to  London,  Liverpool,  and  the  ports  on 
the  southern  and  western  coast  of  the  kingdom,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  White- 
haven and  Gloucester;  the  midland  counties  are  principally  supplied  from 
Gloucester.  ♦ 

388.  In  what  form  is  the  com  imported ;  in  sacks,  or  in  bulk  ? — Principally 
in  bulk ;  I  never  knew  any  imported  in  sacks. 

389.  When  the  com  is  once  imported  here,  does  it  follow  the  English  or  the 
Irish  tale  of  weight  ? — It  follows  the  English  tale  of  weight  or  measure. 

390.  Is  not  the  tale  of  weights  at  Liverpool  different  from  that  in  use  in 
Ireland? — ^Yes. 
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Mr.  M.  T.  Bast.       391-  State  the  tale  of  weight  in  Liverpool  and  the  tale  of  weight  in  Dublin? 

; —Corn  is  sold  in  Ireland  by  the  barrel  of  280  lbs. ;  at  Liverpocd  the  same  com 

8  ^lay  1834.  is  sold  by  the  bushel  of  70  lbs.  *  I  consider  that  another  tale,  the  multiplet  is 
the  same  in  each  case,  the  70  lbs.  avoirdupois.  In  London  it  beconnes  a  dif- 
ferent affiur  altogether,  because  there  they  reduce  it  to  measure ;  they  reduce 
it  to  the  Imperial  bushel ;  and  a  person  cannot  tell  what  the  weight  of  that 
Imperial  bushel  will  be,  without  trying  it  by  the  measure.  In  oats  the  moU 
tiple  is  not  the  same ;  oats  are  sold  in  Ireland  by  Uie  barrel  of  196  lbs. ;  io 
Liverpool  by  the  bushel  of  45  lbs. 

392.  Is  not  the  trade  with  Ireland  carried  on  chiefly  by  intelligent  mer- 
diants  ? — For  the  most  part,  I  believe, 

393.  It  would  be  a  less  inconvenience  to  them  than  to  any  other  class  to 
convert  the  Irish  weights  into  English  ;  in  point  of  fact,  is  it  not  now  done?— 
Hiey  do  now  in  all  transactions  with  England.  Here  is,  on  a  card*  a  v^ 
voluminous  table,  which  is  an  attempt  to  reconcile  Irish  measure  to  soom  fifteen 
or  sixteen  different  kinds  of  measures  in  England. 

394.  How  do  the  merchants  at  Liverpool  ascertain  beforehand  the  value  of 
the  Irish  com  ;  in  their  communications,  are  not  the  weight  and  measure  both 
given  ? — I  believe  the  seller  generally  describes  the  relative  weight  and  measure; 
it  is  the  only  proper  description. 

395.  How  is  the  trade  chiefly  carried  on  with  Ireland ;  do  the  merchants 
here  send  orders,  or  is  the  corn  consigned  ? — The  great  bulk  is  consigned;  the 
Irish  merchant  sends  over  his  com  to  English  merchants  or  factors,  to  sell  it  00 
his  account,  the  returns  being  made  to  him  accordingly ;  so  that  the  risk  is 
his.  It  is  not  a  positive  bargain,  as  is  more  genen^y  the  case  in  England, 
though  there  are  instances  in  London  where  com  is  consigned  from  vinous 
parts  of  England  to  factors  in  Mark-lane. 

396.  If  a  merchant  sends  orders,  he  buys,  of  course,  according  to  the  prao 
tice  of  the  place  to  which  he  sends  his  order ;  but  in  the  case  ofconsignmeDt, 
is  not  the  com  sold,  cm  arriving  here,  according  to  the  method  in  use  at  the 
port  to  which  it  is  brought  P — Always^  in  those  places  with  which  I  ana  ac- 
quainted. 

397.  It  is  your  opinion,  then,  that  notwithstanding  it  might  be  thought 
better  to  preserve  the  system  now  in  use  in  Ireland,  me  English  and  Scotch 
system  might  be  altered  without  creating  inconvenience? — I  think  so. 

39$.  But  you  think  that  it  would  be  better  for  Ireland  that  tiiere  should  be 
but  one  law  for  the  United  Kingdom  ? — I  do. 

399.  It  would  not  occasion  much  inconvenience  to  compel  them  to  give  the 
measure  as  well  as  the  weight  in  their  contracts? — ^Very  little,  I  conceive. 

400.  You  mean,  of  course,  as  you  said  before,  th^  rate  of  weight  per  mear 
sure  ? — Just  so. 

401.  Are  you  aware  of  any  complaints  having  been  urged  against  the  present 
system  ? — ^Very  many. 

402.  Is  it  not  a  frequent  source  of  complaint,  some  complaining  of  frauds, 
others  of  the  diversities  ? — Yes,  there  are  many  complaints  of  both  frauds  and 
diversities.  I  have  conversed  with  an  immense  number  of  persons  since  this 
questicm  has  been  agitated,  and  I  do  not  recollect  to. have  found  a  single 
instance  where  the  party  has  not  been  anxious  for  uniformity  at  least. 

403.  Are  there  not  several  cases  mentioned  in  the  Returns  to  which  you  have 
referred  ? — There  are  several  cases  in  the  Returns  where  the  parties  express  a 
desire  for  an  alteration,  especially  for  uniformity ;  it  is  stated  in  those  Returns 
also,  that  many  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  trade  in  order  to  produce 
uniformity. 

404.  Is  it  a  new  grievance  ? — No,  certainly  not ;  indeed  it  is  a  grievance  o( 
very  ancient  standing.  / 

405.  Are  you  aware  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  W^t 
did  recommend  an  alteration  ? — Yes,  very  strongly,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  refer  to  it.  The  present  Lord  Harrowby  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  ha^e  their  Report  before  me;  it  is  intitled,  •*  The  Fifth  Report  from 
the  Select  Committee  of.  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1796,  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  present  high  price  of  Corn,  and  to  collect  evidence  r^l^" 
tive  thereto,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon.*' 

406.  Will  you  read  the  passages  that  bear  on  the  present  subject? — The  first 
Resolution  states,  "  l?hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  buying 
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^nd  selling  of  corn  by  weight,  or  by  measure  regulated  by  weight,  is  more    Mr.  If,  T.  Bas$. 
certain,  and  less  liable  to  deception,  than  by  measure  alone."    The  second      — — — 
Resolution  states,  ^^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  notwith-      8  May  1834. 
standing  the  bushel,  commonly  called  *  the  Winchester  bushel,'  is  the  only  mea- 
sure of  that  description  authorized  by  law,  there  are  various  customary  measures 
used  in  different  parts  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  buyers 
and  sellers  of  corn/'    The  third  Resolution  is,  *^  That  the  adoption  of  weighty 
or  measure  regulated  by  weight,  in  the  sale  of  com,  instead  of  measure  alone, 
will  tend  to  remedy  these  inconveniences,  and  to  equalize  all  descriptions  of  the 
quantities ^of  com  bought  or  sold  in  this  kingdom ;  fhat  the  following  weights, 
avoirdupois,  of  the  respective  sorts  of  grain,  ^all  be  deemed  equal  to  a  standard 
Winchester  bushel,  viz.  wheat  60  lbs.,  lye  56  lbs.,  barley  50  Ids.,  beer  or  bigg 
44  lbs.,  oats  40  lbs.,  beans  60  lbs.,  peas  dolbs.''     The  standards  recommended 
here  are  precisely  what  some  Liverpool  merchants  have  recommended.    I  think 
that  in  the  real  average  weight  of  any  description  of  com,  the  difference  of  half 
a  pound  is  unimportant  in  comparison  to  retaining  an  even  number.     They  are 
the  very  same  recommended  by  the  Liverpool  merchants.     The  sixth  Resolu- 
tion is,  '*  That  all  contracts,  bargains,  sales,  and  dealings  in  corn,  ought  to  be 
taken  and  adjudged  to  be  according  to  the  standards  aforesaid ;  and  that  no 
person  should  recover  the  price  of  com  soid^  or  the  com  itself,  or  any  damages 
on  account  of  any  contracts,  bargains,  sal€;8  or  dealings,  but  according  to  the 
weight  of  the  avoirdupois  pound,  or  of  measure  regulated  by  that  weight ;  and 
that  all  contracts,  bargains,  sales  or  dealings  made  gtherwise  should  be  void.'' 
The  seventh  Resolution  states,  ^^  That  the  giving  and  receiving,  as  an  allow* 
ance  or  addition  to  the  weight,  a  quantity  of  com  above  what  is  really  and  band 
fide  agreed  for,  by  which  a  higher  price  is  paid  to  the  seller  than  the  nominal 
weight  or  quantity  is  worth,  tends  to  raise  the  return  of  the  average  price  of 
com,  and  is  thereby  injurious  to  the  consumers  of  bread."    The  eightli  Reso- 
lution states,  ''  That  any  person  demanding  or  taking  any  addition  or  allowance 
of  com  to  the  pound,  hundred  or  ton,  or  other  weight,  or  to  the  respective 
weights  of  the  bushel,  as  before  mentioned,  should  be  made  liable  to  a 
penalty." 

407.  Did  anything  follow  from  that  recommendation  of  the  Committee; 
were  any  steps  taken  ? — There  was  no  measure  passed. 

408.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  either  weight,  or 
measure  regulated  by  weight,  should  be  the  system  prescribed  ? — Yes. 

409.  You  have  already  expressed  your  opinion,  tnat  weight  is  insufficient  of 
itself  to  determine  quality ;  but  for  the  present  putting  that  out  of  view,  are 
there  not  other  circumstances  which  render  it  desirable  to  prescribe  weight  and 
measure  rather  than  weight  ? — I  have  frequently  stated  that  I  prefer  the  com- 
bined system  of  weight  and  measure. 

410.  Would  not  the  combined  system  amalgamate  better  willi  either  measure 
or  weight,  where  they  are  now  in  use  respectively  ?-rIt  would  be  an  approach 
to  both  systems,  and  perhaps  on  that  account  might  be  more  readily  adopted. 

411.  But  in  the  case  of  the  use  of  weight  alone,  must  not  a  scale  or  standard 
be  used  to  which  all  roust  conform  ?— 1  believe  it  could  not  be  used  but  with 
reference  to  a  positive  standard ;  undoubtedly  certain  weights  might  be  pre- 
scribed by  which  the  different  descriptions  of  com  should  be  sold. 

412.  Is  it  not  difficult  to  fix  a  satisfactory  standard  that  shall  be  a  true 
average,  or  that  shall  continue  so  for  any  period  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  determine  with  sufficient  accuracy  what  general  weights  ought 
to  represent  the  Imperial  bushel. 

413.  In  the  case  of  weight  and  measure  no  such  scale  would  be  necessary  ? — 
No^ 

414.  Would  not  the  averages  be  affected  by  weight? — It  would  require  an 
arrangement. 

415.  They  might  be  taken  as  they  are  at  present,  supposing  the  system  of 
weight  and  measure  were  adopted  ? — Yes ;  because  in  that  case  the  weight 
would  have  nothing  to  do  witn  it ;  you  have  both  the  weight  and  measure 
declared,  consequently  you  may  use  measure  to  determine  the  averages,  which 
are  calculated  on  measure  only. 

416.  Supposing  the  Parliamentary  adoption  of  60  lbs.  a  bushel,  where  there 
is  a  sample  of  com  materially  heavier  than  that,  would  that  be  sold  as  a  bushel 
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Mr.  M.  T.  Bass,    and  a  fraction  ?— I  apprehend  that  is  a  system  of  weight  regulated  by  measure, 
— — —       not  of  measure  Tegulated  by  weight. 

8  May  1834.  41 7.  With  respect  to  the  com  duties,  would  not  weight  interfere  with  tliem ; 

but  would  weight  and  measure  ? — Weight  would  require  a  scale  to  be  computed : 
a  scale  of  weight  for  every  description  of  corn,  to  represent  the  present  measure. 

41 8.  Com  rents,  bishops'  leases,  college  leases,  and  all  transactions  founded 
on  the  price  of  corn,  mignt  go  on  under  the  combined  system,  but  would  they 
not  be  affected  by  a  system  of  weight  alone  ? — A  similar  arrangement  would  be 
requisite  as  in  the  case  of  the  averages  and  duties. 

419.  Must  there  not  be  *  inquisitions  both  here  and  in  Scotland,  tc^  adjust  all 
these  transactions  according  to  the  new  standard  ? — Some  scheme  of  arrange- 
ment woidd  be  necessary,  and  might  be  devised ;  but  I  think,  for  the  most 
part,  parties  themselves  would  asree  upon  the  matter  without  any  assistance 
from  the  Legislature ;  for  example,  it  might  be  proposed  that  each  party  should 
appoint  a  representative,  in  order  to  determine  the  fair  rate  or  weight  for 
measure,  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement  to  call  in  an  umpire. 

420.  Taking  into  view,  however,  that  the  averages,  the  duties,  corn  rents, 
bishops'  leases,  college  leases,  ^nd  all  transactions  founded  on  the  average  price 
of  corn,  must  be  affected  by  weight,  and  not  by  weight  and  measure  combined, 
and  that  the  cost  of  inquisitions,  or  some  such  means  of  arrangement,  must  be 
incurred  in  the  former  case,  and  the  difficulty  of  fixing  a  true  scale,  would  it 
not  be  better  that  weight  and  measure  combined  should  be  used,  and  not 
weight  alone  ? — I  do  not^hink  those  difficulties  very  considerable ;  but  un- 
questionably, weight  and  measure  combined  would  do  away  with  them  alto- 
gether. 

421.  Might  not  the  respective  branches  of  the  combined  system  continue  to 
regulate  whatever  is  regulated  by  either  at  present  ? — Certainly. 

424.  For  instance,  the  duty  being  levied  on  a  quarter  of  corn,  irrespective 
of  weight,  might  it  not  be  still  so  levied  ? — No  change  would  be  necessary. 

423.  Might  not  the  averages  be  taken  without  reference  to  weight? — 
Certainly. 

424.  Considering  then  the  freedom  of  weight  and  measure  from  these  difficul- 
ties, and  that  it  is  a  test  of  quality,  which  measure  or  weieht  alone  is  not,  do 
you  not  think  that  weight  and  measure  combined  should  be  employed  ? — It 
would  be  the  most  perfect  test. 

425.  By  what  means  do  you  think  the  combined  system  should  be  enforced  ? 
— ^By  penalties,  and  cancelling  contracts  not  conducted  according  to  the  pre- 
scribed system. 

426.  Similar  to  those  recommended  in  I796  ?— Those  would  be  sufficient. 

427.  Have  you  observed  the  rules  of  the  Dalkeith  com  market  ?— I  have. 

428.  Would  they  be  applicable  to  English  markets? — Excepting  where  it  wa^ 
a  proprietary  market  there  would  not  be  sufficient  authority  to  enforce  such 
a  practice  as  that  in  Dalkeith  market ;  but  perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  to  refer  to 
it.  In  these  Returns  it  is  stated,  "  AH  kinds  of  grain  exposed  for  sale  shall  be 
sold  by  the  Imperial  qyarter  only,  and  brought  to  market  in  sacks  containing 
not  more  than  four  Imperial  bushels.  And  all  potatoes  shall  also  be  sold  by  the 
imperial  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  and  in  lesser  quantities  according  to  the  same 
standard  measure.  Every  person  who  brings  grain  to  this  market  must,  as  soon 
as  the  sacks  are  pitched,  and  before  they  are  opened  for  sale,  report  to  the 
clerk  of  the  market  the  owner's  name  and  residence,  and  the  quantity  and 
description  of  the  grain.  The  clerk  will  then  deliver  a  ticket  or  tickets,  con- 
taining these  particulars,  and  immediately  after  the  sales  take  place  the  ticket 
or  tickets  must  be  returned  to  the  clerk,  stating  whether  the  whole  or  what 
quantity  has  been  sold,  and  the  price  or  prices  per  quarter ;  and  if  any  part  re- 
mains unsold,  and  is  afterwards  brought  to  market,  it  must  be  registered  again 
as  a  new  parcel.  Every  person  so  exposing  his  grain  to  sale  must  state  the 
weight  of  the  sample  sack,  containing  four  Imperial  bushels,  and  shall  deUver 
the  bulk  according  to  that  weight,  also  Imperial.'*  So  that  in  that  market  they 
absolutely  require  the  party  to  weigh  and  measure  a  proportion  of  his  com  be- 
fore it  is  sold ;  that  a  single  sack  must  be  weighed  and  measured  in  order  to  give 
the  best  description  of  the  article. 

429.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  a  memorandum  containing  the  terms 
of  the  contract,  the  measure  and  weight  ? — On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  very 
desirable  that  there  should  be  one;  indeed,  I  understand  that  no  contracts  are 
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binding  now  that  are  not  written  contracts ;  and  it  would  seem  from  the  prac-    Mr.  M.  T.  Bass. 

tice  in  the  Dalkeith  market,  that  they  consider  it  of  great  importance  there  ;      

besides,  it  would  generally  induce  habits  of  business  among  the  farmers  and      8  May  1834. 
retail  dealers. 

430.  Whether  written  contracts  were  required  would  depend  upon  the  usage 

of  the  market  in  which  they  were  made,  would  it  not  ? — 1  understand  that  no 

contract  for  corn  is  legal  unless  it  is  in  writing ;  I  speak  under  correction  ; 

for  my  part,  I  never  undertake  any  contract  of  importance  without  expressing 

it  in  writing. 

431.  You  think  it  is  usual  to  sign  contracts  now  ? — ^Yes,  I  do. 

432.  In  what  districts  ? — Everywhere.  In  every  bargain  I  think  that  con- 
tracts should  be  given  in  ;  they  are  now  to  a  great  extent. 

433.  They  have  tickets  or  notes  in  Mark-lane  ? — Yes,  and  in  the  country.  If 
a  stranger  comes  to  me,  which  is  often  the  case,  I  invariably  require  him  to  give 
me  a  written  contract ;  and  I  do  it  with  persons  not  strangers,  where  the  matter 
is  of  any  importance. 

434.  Should  the  tickets  be  written  or  printed  ? — Either  would  be  sufficient  j 
but  perhaps  better  printed. 

435.  Should  there  be  penalties  to  enforce  the  making  of  returns  ? — Certainly, 
I  conceive  so. 

436.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  that  similar  returns  to  those  given  to  the 
cflerks  of  markets  should  be  made,  where  there  is  no  such  officer,  to  some  person 
appointed  by  the  chief  magistrate? — It  is  doubtful,  I  think,  whether  it  is 
altogether  desirable ;  it  would  be  useful  for  quotation  throughout  that  neigh- 
bourhood. 

437.  Do  you  know  whether  the  averages  are  now  well  taken  ? — ^I  believe 
Ihey  are  verv  imperfectly  taken.  Here  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  it.  I  have  made 
an  abstract  from  the  returns  which  were  made  by  the  various  inspectors  through- 
out the  kingdom,  under  directions  to  explain  the  mode  in  which  they  made 
their  returns  j  now  very  few  of  them  have  described  precisely  how  they  make 
their  returns,  but  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  every  one  or  them  that  has  done  so 
differs  from  the  others  ;  there  are  no  two  who  agree  in  the  principle. 

438.  Do  not  the  amount  of  false  returns  in  the  markets  prove  that  the  whole 
of  the  sales  are  not  taken  into  the  account? — ^Yes;  I  know  that  many  persons 
do  not  make  returns  that  ought  to  do.  I  have  extracted  seven  places  which 
I  took  from  the  returns,  where  the  inspectors  described  the  mode  in  which  they 
make  their  returns  to  the  Board,  and  no  two  are  alike. 

[The  same  was  delivered  in  and  read^  as  follows :] 

EXTRACTS  from  Cork  Returns,  showing  the  modes  of  converting  various  Measures 
into  Imperial  Measure,  by  Inspectors  of  Com  Returns. 

Chester,  p.  16. 
The  returns  of  barley  are  made  to  me  in  the  customary  measure  of  38  quarts,  and  cal- 
culated according  to  the  Imperial  bushel  of  3«  quarts  (38  quarts  of  good  barley  are  sup- 
posed to  weigh  64  lbs.)  The  returns  of  wheat  are  made  to  me  in  the  customary  measure  of 
76  lbs.,  and  calculated  at  57  lbs.  The  returns  of  oats  are  made  to  me  in  the  customary 
measure  of  46  lbs.,  and  calculated  at  38  lbs. 

Nantwich,  p.  16. 

The  weights  of  the  different  sorts  of  grain  sent  in  the  weekly  return,  when  rendered  by 
aie  into  Imperial  bushels,  are  according  to  the  weights,  SvC.  as  follows : 

Wheat,  69  lbs.  Ipiperial;  barley,  51  lbs.,  and  33  quarts  Imperial ;  oats,  39  lbs.  Imperial ; 
lye,  67  lbs.  Imperial ;  beans,  63  lbs.  Imperial ;  peas,  64  lbs.  Imperial. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  barley  purchased  in  our  neighbourhood  was  used  for  malting,  and 
when  so  purchased  by  the  maltsters^  it  is  always  by  measure  of  38  quarts,  and  when  by  the 
millers,  by  weight  of  60 lbs.;  so  when  purchased  by  customary  measure  of  38  quarts,  I 
render  it  in  the  Imperial  at  33  quarts,  and  when  by  weight  of  60  lbs.,  I  render  it  in  the 
Imperial  bushel  at  61  lbs. 

LlVEBPOOL,  p.  16. 

The  weights  of  com  to  make  a  Winchester  bushel  are  defined  by  the  Act  31  Geo.  3,  c.  30, 
to  be, for  wheat,  57  lbs.;  barley,  4 9 lbs.;  oats,  38 lbs.,  and  rye,  65 lbs.  The  Imperial 
bushel  is  to  the  Winchest^  bushel  as  31  to  30.  When  you  have  reduced  the  com  from 
weight  into  Winchester  measure,  conformably  to  the  law  quoted,  you  may  convert  it  into 
Imperial  measure,  by  deducting  from  the  number  of  bushels  one  thirty-first  part. 

(The  above  is  extoicted  from  a  letter,  dated  12th  July  18^7,  from  William  Jacob,  CJomp- 
troller  of  Cora  Returns,  to  Harmood  Banner,  of  Liverpool,  Inspector  of  Corn  Returns.) 
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w  7^  D  Lancaster,  p.  17. 

MT.M.i.  naif.        J  ^^^^  computed  my  returns  by  the  following  weights  :  via.  wheat,  470  lbs.  the  quarter, 
rr;       r^        so  Ibs.  the  bushel;  barley,  404  lbs.  the  quarter,  50  lbs.  the  bushel ;  oats,  313  lbs-  the  quar- 
8  May  1834.        ^^  gg  jbg.  the  bushel.  ..... 

My  method  is,  when  I  have  entered  up  the  dealers'  weekly  returns,  to  divide  the  grosg 
weight  by  the  number  of  pounds,  as  above,  for  each  sort  of  grain. 

Peeston,  p.  17. 
The  following  weights  I  consider  to  be  the  Imperial  bushel.    Wheat  is  returned  to  m 
by  the  windle,  or  sack  of  2«olbs.,  which  I  bring  into  Imperial  bushels,  as  follows : 

Wheat  returned  100  windles. 
220  lbs.  each. 


Imperial  bushel  58I  22,000  lbs 
4  4 


bafheU.  lbs. 


236)  88,000  (374—27  i  Wheat  58  f  lbs. 

706  Barley  50 

' OaU     39  i 

1,750  Rye     56  J 

1,646 


1,050 
940 

4)       110 


27  J  lbs. 

Waeeington,  p.  18. 
I  reduce  all  weights  of  different  sorts  of  grain  to  the  Winchester  measure,  pursuant  to  the 
Act,  and  afterwards  I  add  a  31st  part  to  the  price,  to  make  it  an  Imperial  measure^  according 
to  instructions. 

Manchestee,  p.  18. 
I  calculated  the  Imperial  bushel  by  taking  the  difference  betwixt  the  Winchester  and  Im- 
perial bushels  as  32  to  33,  consequently  1,000  quarters,  Winchester  measure,  would  be  9692 
imperial. 

SUMMARY. 

Barley.  OaU.  Rye.  Beans.  Peai. 

lbs.  lbs.  lbs.  lbs.  lbs. 

-  51     -        -    39    -        -    67     -        -    63    -        -    64 

-  60    -        -    39    -        ^    —    .        -    _    . 

-  50    -        -    39i'        -    563-        .    —    . 

Liverpool,  p.  16. — The  Imperial  bushel  is  to  the  Winchester  bushel  as  31  to  30. 
Warrington,  p.  18. — ^The  Inspector  says,  "  I  add  a  31st  part  to  the  price,  to  make  it  an 

Imperial  measure,  according  to  instructions.^ 

This  is  allowing  the  Imperial  bushel  to  be  to  the  Winchester  bushel  as  32  to  31.    5er 
Com  Returns,  p.  3. 

Manchester,  p.  i8. — ^The  Imperial  bushel  is  to  the  Winchester  bushel  as  33  to  32. 


WhtMt. 

lbs. 

Chester,  p.  16. 

-    57    - 

Kantwich,  p.  16. 

59    - 

Lancaster,  p.  17. 

69    - 

Preston,  p.  17. 

-    681- 

I  beg  to  state  that  the  directions  given  by  Mr.  Jacob  to  the  inspectors  for 
converting  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  bushel  are  incorrect ;  he  makes  the 
proportions  of  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  as  31  to  32,  whereas  the  nearer 
proportions  are  as  32  to  S3j  but  there  is  a  decimal  which  admits  of  converting 
them  to  the  closest  possible  accuracy.  In  some  instances  it  leads  to  a  great 
fallacy  ;  it  makes  in  the  quarter  of  barley  as  great  a  difference  as  four  pounds 
to  the  quarter ;  it  makes  it  four  pounds  less ;  but  I  should  explain  that  that 
error  is  not  altogether  the  result  of  Mr.  Jacob's  direction  as  to  the  proportions 
he  adopts  between  the  Winchester  and  the  Imperial,  but  it  arises  from  having 
followed  the  Act  of  the  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  which  prescribes  the  weights  for  the 
various  descriptions  of  corn  which  should  represent  the  Winchester  bushel;  and 
as  they  are  taken  in  whole  numbers,  and  the  Imperial  bushel  again  taken  in 
whole  numbers,  that  makes  a  difference  of  four  pounds  in  the  quarter  of 
barley. 

439.  Can  you  give  an  example  to  the  Committee  df  the  Returns  in  ques- 
tion ? — At  Chester,  it  appears  that  "  the  returns  of  barley  are  made  in  the  cus- 
toncary  measure  of  S8  quarts,  and  calculated  according  to  the  Imperial  bushel 
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of  32  quarts,  (38  quarts  of  good  barley  are  supposed  to  weigh  64  lbs.)    The   Mr.  Af.  T  Bass. 

returns  of  wheat  are  made  in  the  customary  measure  of  75  lbs.,  and  calcu-       — • 

lated  at  57  lbs.     The  returns  of  oats  are  made  in  the  customary  measure  of      8  May  1834* 
46  lbs.,  and  calculated  at  SSlbs.**    Now,  the  returning  officer  sets  out  with  a 
mistake,  because  he  takes  the  proportions  of  32  to  38  quarts,  whereas  the 
Imperial  bushel  is  32  Imperial  quarts,  and  the  customary  bushel  consists  of 
Winchester  quarts. 

440.  Would  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  and  measure  combined  remedy 
those  inequalities  ? — Entirely,  I  suppose  ;  because  in  that  case  every  party 
would  make  his  returns  according  to  the  Imperial  measure,  stating  at  the  same 
time  the  weight  of  that  measure ;  and  as  the  present  law  requires  that  the  duties 
should  be  levied  by  the  Imperial  measure,  his  having  stated  the  Imperial  mea- 
sure would  do  away  with  all  those  incongruities  found  in  the  present  system. 

441.  How  would  the  combining  the  weight  with  the  measure  make  the 
Imperial  standard  more  generally  used  ? — I  understand  that,  coupled  with  the 
combination  of  the  weight  and  measure,  that  uniformity  will  be  insisted  on. 

442.  Do  you  not  think,  that  if  the  averages  were  talken  from  the  growers  in 
all  markets,  as  well  as  from  the  factors  in  the  places  where  returns  are  now 
required*  they  would  be  taken  more  truly? — I  do  not  think  it  desirable  to 
oblige  the  farmers  to  render  returns,  it  might  lead  to  great  confusion. 

443*  Do  you  not  think  that  the  public,  and  even  the  farmers,  would  be  led 
to  acquiesce  in  a  change,  from  the  sense  of  its  greater  convenience,  after  the 
first  annoyance  of  innovation  was  over  ? — I  think  experience  of  the  change- 
would  lead  them  to  approve  of  it,  and  certainly  reconcile  them  to  it. 

444.  Do  you  not  ascribe  the  different  opinions  that  are  eotertained  respect- 
ing the  present  system,  coupled  as  they  are  with  the  general  feeling  of  incon- 
venience, to  the  want  of  full  information  upon  the  subject  ? — There  is  a  general 
sense  of  inconvenience,  but  not  always  from  feeling  the  same  inconvenience  ; 
some  parties  feel  aggrieved  by  one  defect,  others  by  another,  and  such  inquiry 
is  calculated  to  produce  a  more  perfect  understanding  and  general  amalgama- 
tion of  views. 

445.  Do  you  not  think  that  this  inquiry,  even  if  it  produce  no  other  good, 
may  be  of  great  use  in  informing  people  of  the  different  districts  as  to  the  state 
of  the  practices  that  prevail,  and  that  the  discussion  is  calculated  to  remove  a 
great  deal  of  prejudice  that  exists  in  favour  of  particular  local  practices  ? — 
I  should  think  it  would  have  that  effect. 

446.  When  you  propose  to  sell  by  weight  and  measure  combined,  do  you 
propose  to  weigh  the  whole  bulk  or  only  samples  ? — By  weight  and  measure 
the  whole  bulk  would  require  to  be  weighed,  and  a  part  measured. 

447.  Supposing  a  combined  system  were  adopted,  what  proportion  should 
you  recommend  to  be  weighed  ? — I  think  one  in  10  is  sufficient,  or  one  in  20 ; 
I  do  not  weigh  more  than  one  in  20 ;  I  think  that  is  sufficient  to  detect  any 
inaccuracy  or  attempt  at  fraud :  I  understand  that  in  all  transactions,  whether  of 
weight  or  measure,  the  entire  bulk  is  either  weighed  or  measured,  but  if  in  addi- 
tion to  those  practices,  you  were  to  require  that  the  other  ingredient  be  stated, 
the  parties  dealing  would  have  all  the  advantages  of  the  combined  system. 

448.  You  think  there  is  no  danger  of  fraud  from  weighing  only  partially  ? — 
I  think  there  is  very  little  chance  of  it ;  there  is  certainly  a  possibility,  because 
a  man  misht  attempt  fraud  in  only  a  single  sack  in  ten,  but  there  is  little 
chance  of  that,  and  it  would  involve  great  disgrace  if  detected,  so  that  it  is  not 
very  likely  to  be  attempted,  and  it  would  be  a  clumsy  species  of  fraud. 

449.  Does  not  it  appear  to  you  that  the  practice  of  selling  by  weight  alone 
is  the  most  simple  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  more  simple  than  that  by  weight  and 
measure ;  in  fact  all  transactions  are  conducted  with  relation  to  weight  and 
measure  now  :  it  may  appear  more  simple  because  there  is  but  one  ingredient 
in  it  and  in  the  other  two,  but  I  do  not  think  in  principle  it  is  more  so. 

450.  Are  you  not  aware,  in  the  greatest  part  of  the  midland  counties  it  is  by 
weight,  having  reference  always  to  measure,  not  measure,  having  reference  to 
weight  ? — BoUi  practices  obtain. 

45 1.  Then  the  principle  you  propose  is  measure,  having  reference  to  weight? 
— Either  would  do ;  I  pre^r  measure  checked  by  weight. 

452.  You  would  measure  all  and  weigh  some? — ^Yes,  if  it  were  measure  and 
weight,  I  would  measure  the  whole  and  weigh  a  part.  If  1  were  asked  whether 
I  would  recommend  that  all  should  be  weighed,  or  all  should  be  measured,  I 
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Mr.  M.  T.  Bass,  should  prefer  that  all  should  be  measured,  and  part  weighed,  because  I  have 
■  been  more  accustomed  to  it,  and  I  think  that  the  multiples  of  weight  aflbrd 
8  May  1834.  greater  facilities  than  the  multiples  of  measure.  I  should  prefer  to  attach 
weight  on  measure,  because  then  the  variation  would  be  expressed  in  weight, 
and  the  multiples  of  weight  are  more  easily  calculated  than  those  of  measure, 
and  they  are  more  numerous ;  there  are  62  lbs.  of  weight  and  only  33  quarts  of 
measure. 

453.  ^Taking  into  consideration  the  inaccuracies  which  would  take  place  in 
country  markets,  and  considering  the  importance  of  getting  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible an  accurate  account  of  the  sales  which  take  place,  and  the  average  d 
prices  at  those  sales,  would  you  not  get  a  more  nearly  correct  guide,  both  to 
the  value  o£  wheat  in  the  market  and  the  quantity  sold,  by  having  the  averages 
struck  by  weight  alone,  instead  of  having  them  struck  by  measure  alone?-- 
Undoubtedly  it  is  more  uniform,  and  in  every  respect  fairer,  to  determine  the 
averages  by  weight  rather  than  by  measure,  because  if  you  determine  the 
averages  by  measure  you  sometimes  charge  a  duty  upon  40  lbs.,  for  wheat  is 
estimated  sometimes  so  low,  and  the  same  duty  is  levied  on  65  lbs.,  that  bang 
about  the  variation  in  the  weights  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  while  the  diflference 
upon  weight  would  be  merely  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  60  lbs. 

454.  Supposing  weight  were  to  be  the  only  standard,  is  it  not  probaUe  durt 
the  great  quantity  of  wheat  sold  in  the  market,  on  which  averages  would  be 
struck,  would  be  of  such  quality  that  the  inconvenience  of  l^ht  wheat,  or 
cleaning  of  wheat,  being  brought  into  the  average,  would  not  make  any  veiy 
material  difference  in  the  average  ? — I  should  think  not ;  they  would  be  very 
trifling  exceptions  from  the  fair  transactions ;  there  is  not  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment to  practice  fraud  in  that  manner;  I  mean  to  say  that  the  object  would 
not  be  sufficiently  obtained ;  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  that  quality  of 
corn  to  produce  any  inconvenience. 

455«  What  inconvenience  do  you  foresee  from  having  the  averages  struck 
on  weight  alone,  provided  that  such  a  rate  of  average  could  be  arranged  as 
should  not  derange  the  present  system  of  corn  laws? — I  can  see  no  incoe- 
venience  whatever  after  a  proper  computation  shall  have  been  made. 

456.  Do  you  conceive  that  by  stnking  the  averages  on  weight  alone,  yoa 
would  be  more  likely  to  come  to  a  certain  result,  considering  the  coarse  mate- 
rials in  country  markets  with  which  vou  have  to  work,  than  by  the  combination 
of  weight  and  measure  suggested  ? — I  think  the  returns  would  be  more 
uniform. 

457.  Supposing  the  sjrstem  of  fixed  duty,  instead  of  variable  duty,  were 
adopted,  would  there  be  the  same  objection  to  selling  by  weight  alone?— 
Then  the  duty  must  be  fixed  by  either  measure  or  weight ;  if  you  resort  to 
weight,  it  will  be  still  necessary  to  determine  what  particular  weight  shall 
represent  the  present  measures  employed,  yet  there  is  a  scde  for  the  purpose 
in  the  inspectors'  returns. 

458.  But  yet  some  of  the  other  objections  you  mentioned  in  the  former 
part  of  your  evidence  to  weight  alone  would  remain  ? — In  their  full  forces 
because  for  the  purpose  of  quotations  weight  alone  is  very  imperfect  indeed; 
it  still  leaves  persons  in  the  dark;  there  cannot  be  a  perfect  description 
without  both  weight  and  measure. 

459.  When  weight  alone  is  used,  is  not  some  reference  always  had  to 
measure,  either  expressed  or  understood  ? — Always  by  those  who  understand 
their  business. 

460.  With  reference  to  the  difficulty  of  making  a  change  in  the  habits  of 
farmers,  do  you  think  it  more  or  less  difficult  to  make  a  change  in  weight 
with  reference  to  measure,  than  to  make  that  change  which  has  been  at- 
tempted from  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  standard? — I  think  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  make  those  sell  by  the  Imperial  standard  who  are  now  ac- 
customed to  sell  by  weight,  for  I  think  that  the  change  has  obtained  in  con- 
sequence of  their  conviction  that  weight  is  a  more  certain  test  of  the  exact 
quantity  which  is  bought  or  sold. 

461.  There  has  been  a  great  difficulty  in  substituting  the  Imperial  for  the 
Winchester  standard ;  do  you  think  the  change  from  the  selling  by  measure  to 
selling  by  weight  would  be  one  of  less  difficulty  than  that  which  has  been 
already  experienced? — Yes,  I  think  so;  it  is  a  more  simple  change. 

462.  And  it  is  more  easy,  perhaps,  to  make  a  (complete  change  of  system  than 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  37 

to  induce  persons  to  sell  by  another  value  of  the  same  denomination  ? — Yes,    Mr.  M.  T.  B«#. 

upon  general  principles ;  but  I  think  that  the  dealers  in  corn,  including  the 

farmers,  are,  generally  speaking,  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Imperial  bushel,       ^  ^V  1834. 
notwithstanding  they  do  not  always  use  it,  that  it  would  not  be  very  difficult 
to  obtain  an  exact  compliance  with  that  measure,  if  it  were  not  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  superiority  of  weight  over  any  measure. 

463.  You  think,  practically,  the  farmers  of  the  country,  though  the  Imperial 
bushel  has  not  prevailed,  still  have  it  in  their  eye  ? — Yes ;  because  the  leading 
transactions  in  the  country  are  conducted  by  it. 

464.  Were  not  there  some  objections  to  the  introduction  of  the  Imperial 
bushel  from  the  imperfection  of  the  measure  itself,  from  its  inconvenience  ? — 
I  cannot  speak  positively  upon  that  point,  because  I  do  not  find  it  in  the  evi- 
dence of  that  Committee  ;  but  Mr.  Bate,  the  mathematical  instrument-maker, 
told  me  that  the  Commissioners  who  were  required  to  consider  the  best  means 
of  determining  standards  of  weight  and  measure,  and  of  prescribing  weights 
and  measures,  did  refuse  to  make  the  Imperial  bushel  imperative,  because  they 
considered  that  it  was  not  on  the  best  principles  ;  that  thev  did  not  consider 
that  measure  was  the  best  way  of  determining  the  quantity  of  corn*. 

465.  Therefore  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  enforce  the  change  ? 
— Yes. 

466.  What  benefit  do  you  anticipate  from  any  change  at  all,  to  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons  ? — To  every  description  of  persons.  The  dealers  in  com,  from  one 
€nd  of  the  country  to  another,  would  have  greater  facilities  for  their  business, 
so  would  the  farmers.  The  farmers  would  be  upon  more  equal  terms  with 
those  with  whom  they  come  into  competition,  who  are  more  expert  than  them- 
selves, because,  where  a  farmer  has  one  transaction,  the  factor  has  100,  and 
therefore,  in  the  competitioiuof  judgment  between  the  two,  the  factor  has 
necessarily  an  advantage.  If  you  diminish  the  elements  of  uncertainty,  if  you 
reduce  them  to  exactness,  there  could  be  no  advantage  to  the  factor  over  the 
farmer.  But  I  consider  that  it  is  very  advantageous  to  the  public  to  know  what 
is  bought  and  sold  ;  for  it  very  often  happens  now  that  retail  dealers  who  buy 
whole^e  by  the  large  measure  sell  retail  by  the  smallest  measure,  by  the  Win-> 
Chester  bushel,  having  bought  by  that  of  38  or  40  quarts ;  and  when  his  customer 
makes  a  complaint  of  the  price,  he  may  say  I  gave  5  s.  for  a  bushel  of  this  corn, 
but  he  does  not  explain  whether  it  was  the  bushel  ofS2  or  of  40  quarts. 

467.  You  have  subdivided  the  benefit  which  the  three  parties,  the  buyer,  the 
seller  and  further  purchaser,  will  receive ;  the  principle  on  which  you  are  to 
benefit  the  farmer  is  by  putting  him  on  a  footing  with  the  factor  in  what  you 
describe  the  benefit  the  factor  now  has  over  the  farmer,  therefore  the  factor 
will  not  be  benefited?— Every  factor  is  benefited  by  facilities  for  doing  his 
business. 

468.  Will  that  facility  be  equal  to  the  present  advantage  which  he  has,  in 
dealing  in  100  articles  of  purchase  while  the  farmer  is  selling  one  ? — Yes,  I 
think  it  will,  for  this  reason,  that  we  hear  factors  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
asking  for  a  change  ;  besides,  I  do  not  see  any  right  he  has  to  advantage  at  all 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  farmer. 

469.  Unless  you  can  suggest  a  method  of  giving  the  farmer  an  advantage  he 
does  not  possess  at  present,  is  it  not  doing  a  gratuitous  service  to  the  farmer  for 
which  he  need  not  thank  you,  inasmuch  as  he  is  able  to  do  it  himself  without 
the  assistance  of  legislation?— It  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  give  the  farmer 
an  advantage  he  possesses  already,  but  I  look  for  substantial  advantages  for  the 
farmer,  othnerwise  I  would  not  recommend  the  change. 

470.  Why  make  a  compulsory  law,  which  is'  adapted  materially  to  enforce 
a  benefit  which  is  at  this  moment  within  the  command  of  the  party  whom  you 
are  about  to  benefit  ? — We  are  often  very  much  inclined  to  neglect  that  which 
is  our  interest,  from  indolence  or  inveterate  habit. 

471.  Unless  some  substantial  benefit  can  be  obtained,  is  it  not  injurious,  and 
certainly  impolitic,  to  introduce  anything  which  is  not  matter  of  imperative 
necessity  ? — I  do  not  consider  that  the  inconvenience  of  the  proposed  change 
would  be  very  great ;  far  from  it :  I  consider  that  the  change  would  do  away 
with  the  inconvenience  under  which  the  farmer  is  labouring  at  the  present 
moment. 

472.  Would  it  not  compel  a  man  to  two  descriptions  of  guarantee  in  his 
sale,  where  there  is  but  one  existing?  for  instance,  when  A.  sells  to  B.  eight 
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Mr.  Af.  T-  Bass,    quarters  of  com  by  measure,  to  compel  him  to  say  that  it  shall  be  of  a  parti- 
"  cular  weight,  does  not  that  throw  it  open  to  great  inconvenience :  first,  relating 

8  May  1834.  to  w^iffhts,  knowing  the  great  uncertainty  which  attaches  to  the  steelyard; 
seconcSy,  in  deUvering  his  corn  is  he  not  open  to  the  frauds  of  the  men  who 
deliver,  and  of  the  men  who  may  steal  in  the  bam ;  may  not  a  sale  be  after- 
wards disputed  in  cases  in  which  it  may  not  now,  unless  he  warrants  the  weight 
at  the  time  he  sells  ? — In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  proposed,  as  I  understand,  to 
require  any  particular  weight,  but  to  state  the  measure  and  the  weight ;  it  may 
happen  to  be  of  that  measure.  With  respect  to  the  chances  of  plunder,  they 
are  equally  liable  to  them  at  the  present  moment,  and  that  would  not  invalidate 
his  contract  nor  affect  his  delivery ;  because,  unless  they  change  the  com  as 
well  as  abstract  some,  it  would  not  alter  the  relation  of  weight  to  measure; 
therefore  in  rendering  his  corn  to  the  purchaser,  if  there  be.  a  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  sacks,  or  the  weight  of  those  sacks  shall  be  reduced,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  remeasure  a  sack,  in  order  to  ascertain  from  what  the  difference  arises, 
and  that  would  show  there  had  been  plunder. 

473.  Will  not  all  those  operations  be  productive  of  loss  of  time  to  the  farmer, 
and  ought  they  not  therefore  to  be  compensated  in  some  way  or  other?— 
I  think  they  will  be  compensated,  and  more  than  compensated,  in  the  advan- 
tages of  the  system  proposed. 

474*  Why  does  not  he  attend  to  this  now ;  because  he  does  not  consult  hit 
own  interest  ? — Yes. 

475.  You  suggested  that,  if  weight  were  adopted,  one  sack  in  ten  bdiig 
weighed  would  aftswer  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

476.  If  that  unfortunate  sack  had  been  one  from  which  half  a  bushel  had 
been  taken  out,  that  would  give  the  appearance  of  a  short  quantity  which 
would  vitiate  the  transaction  ? — It  would  then  b^  required,  perhaps,  to  weigh 
the  whole  which  remained,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  a  similar  mistake  or 
deficiency  could  be  found  with  them ;  but  I  think  that  is  proposing  a  very 
extreme  and  a  very  unlikely  event. 

477.  Is  not  every  compulsory  alteration  in  the  process  between  the  farmer 
and  the  buyer,  which  calls  for  additional  loss  of  time  and  exertion  and  expense, 
a  thing  to  be  avoided  as  one  exceedingly  inconvenient,  and  therefore  injurious 
to  the  farmer,  unless  some  very  great  imperative  necessity  exists  in  the  country 
to  render  the  alteration  requisite  ? — I  think  every  addition  of  expense  (for  trouble 
is  involved  in  expense)  is  an  objection,  unless  advantages  more  than  equivalent 
to  the  additional  expense  be  involved  in  the  change. 

478.  If  such  inconvenience  existed  in  this  country,  do  you  not  suppose  that 
very  numerous  petitions  from  that  part  of  the  kingdom  would  have  been  pre- 
sented, complaining  of  that  inconvenience  ? — I  think  there  have  been  very  often 
great  grievances,  of  very  old  standing,  of  which  the  country  has  not  become 
sufliciently  sensible ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  they  should  not  be  attended  to 
in  the  absence  of  petitions. 

479.  Great  grievances  are  generally  complained  of,  are  they  not? — It  may 
be  taken  for  granted  that  uniformity  is  a  desideratum,  when  we  find  on  the 
statute-books  more  than  200  laws  have  been  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing that  uniformity,  and  that,  notwithstanding  those  200  laws,  the  discrepancies 
and  violations  of  them  are  innumerable,  amounting  to  400  or  500. 

480.  If  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  late  Act  of  the  alteration  from  the 
Winchester  to  the  Imperial  bushel  has  never  yet  been  completed,  and  that  has 
been  a  source  of  great  inconvenience  and  disgust  to  the  farmers  generally,  on 
the  ground  of  their  not  seeing  any  benefit  likely  to  result  from  such  change,  do 
you  not  think  they  will  desire  to  avoid  the  additional  trouble  to  which  they 
will  be  put  by  the  change  now  proposed? — The  Imperial  bushel  has  been 
adopted  very  generally  in  respect  of  corn,  more  particularly  for  the  articles 
sold  by  measure;  but  I  think  the  better  way  to  account  for  that  want  of 
uniformity  is,  that  measure  was  not  made  imperative ;  there  are  no  penalties 
attached  to  the  non-use  of  it  I  think  the  experiment  has  not  been  fairly 
tried. 

48 1 .  If  it  had  been  rendered  compulsory,  do  you  think  it  would  have  been 
more  agreeable  to  the  farmer  ? — I  think  it  would  have  been  much  more  useful 
to  him. 

482.  Do  you  not  think  the  necessity  should  be  urgent  to  justify  any  differ- 
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€nce  of  system,  more  especially  one  which  will  disturb  the  corn  average,  the    Mr.  Af.  2'.  Bass. 

system  under  which  com  is  bought  and  sold  in  Ireland,  the  averages  under      — 

which  landlords  and  tenants  have  arranged  the  payment  of  rents,  the  colleges       ^  ^^y  1^34* 

and  other  numerous  bodies ;  should  there  not  be  a  most  important  benefit  to 

be  derived  to  the  communitv  by  some  given  change  to  justify  dabbling  in  it? —  • 

There  ought  to  be,  certainly,  sulBScient  grounds  for  the  change,  and  many  of 

those  evils  recited  will  have  to  be  encountered,  if  weight  alone  be  adopted,  but 

not  if  weight  and  measure  be  adopted.     With  respect  to  the  averages,  I  do  not 

think  that  would  be  an  evil ;  for  the  averages  appear  to  be  made  on  such  an 

imperfect  system  at  present,  that  anfthing  which  would  tend  to  a  change  in 

them  would  be  an  improvement.     The  evils  apprehended  from  the  change 

proposed  appear  to  me  of  a  very  insignificant  character. 

483.  Considering  the  great  irritation  and  difierence  of  opinion  which  exists 
upon  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws,  is  it  politic,  for  the  sake  of  a  comparatively 
small  point,  to  disturb  and  call  in  question  the  whole  system  of  averages  ? — I 
think  it  is  desirable  t'o  avoid  any  subject  which  tends  merely  to  lead  to  irrita* 
tion,  and  where  no  beneficial  result  can  be  hoped  for. 

484.  Do  you  draw  any  comparison  between  any  benefits  of  the  nature  here 
stated,  and  the  bringing  into  discussion  of  a  question  of  that  importance,  and 
disturbing  the  averages  ^— I  do  not  entertain  a  very  strong  opinion  of  the  evils 
of  any  discussion  on  the  com  laws  myself;  I  think  the  more  discussion  we 
have  the  better,  in  order  that  we  may  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  system ;  so  that 
I  should  hardly  be  a  witness  whom  perhaps  you  might  like  to  consult  upon 
that  subject. 

485.  As  affecting  the  present  question,  is  there  any  such  necessity,  with  a 
view  to  the  justice  of  the  existing  law,  the  dutv  being  fixed  on  measure,  or  of 
injustice,  as  to  render  a  change  necessary  of  the  description  you  mention  ? — 
I  think  if  the  averages  alone  were  the  matter  in  question,  the  inconvenience  or 
injustice  is  not  sufficient  to  call  for  the  change* 

486.  You  have  described  what  you  conceive  to  be  the  evils;  you  have 
already  described  various  remedies,  but  you  have  not  specifically  stated  the 
panacea  for  the  inconvenience  which  is  the  one  you  would  adopt  to  meet  this 
evil  ? — I  think  I  have  so  stated ;  I  have  recommended  a  combined  system  of 
weight  and  measure,  taking  the  Imperial  as  the  standard  of  measure,  as  a 
remedy  for  all  the  evils  of  the  present  system. 

487.  You  have  not  stated  any  specific  weight  which  you  would  take  ? — It  is 
not  proposed  that  you  should  state  any  specific  weight ;  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
say  any  particular  measure  shall  weigh  any  particular  weight  unless  laws  could 
be  prescribed  to  nature,  that  she  shall  not  produce  any  corn  which  does  not 
correspond  with  those  particular  weights  and  measure. 

488.  You  would  say  that  persons  should  make  their  contracts  for  such  a 
measure  weighing  such  a  weight? — Such  contracts  would  be  for  a  given  mea^ 
sure  ;  so  many  quarters  ;  which  quarters  should  be  declared  to  weigh  a  certain 
number  of  pounds  per  bushel. 

489.  fiut  you  would  make  in  the  law  no  fixed  relation  between  measure  and 
weight? — No  ;  that  would  be  impossible. 

490.  You  would  only  enact  that  th&  contracts  should  state  both  weight  and 
measure  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  that  would  be  necessary ;  all  a  man  would  have 
to  say  is,  I  have  sold  100  bushels  of  wheat,  which  weigh  61  lbs.  a  bushel,  the 
Imperial  bushel  being  the  bushel  understood ;  and  the  advantage  is  in  the  test 
of  comparison  between  that  weighing  61  and  that  weighing  62. 

491.  You  conceive  you  get  at  a  better  test  of  quality  by  weight  united  with 
measure? — Yes. 

492.  But  supposing  a  bushel  of  wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  to  have,  from  stand- 
ing in  the  granary,  become  musty,  the  weight  would  be  borne  out,  but  how 
would  a  person  in  Yorkshire  account  for  that  wheat  selling  in  A.  at  such  a 

grice ;  all  the  circumstances  could  not  be  stated  in  the  report  ? — Certainly  not ; 
ut  these  would  be  the  exceptions,  and  of  course  there  are  exceptions ;  and 
with  respect  to  parties  who  have  bought  corn  which  proved  to  be  fiisty,  this 
single  fact  of  its  being  fusty  would  invalidate  the  contract. 

493.  It  may  have  been  sold  to  a  starch-maker? — ^Yes;  but  then  that  is  an 
exception  to  the  great  run  of  transactions,  and  the  starch-maker  would  be 
aware  that  he  was  buying  musty  corn  :  unless  there  is  some  special  circum- 
stance stated  to  the  contrary,  all  com  sold  is  understood  to  be  of  sound  quality. 
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Mr.  If.  T.  Boss.    All  I  .contend  for  is,  that  it  is  the  most  perfect  system  that  can  be  obtained  $ 

I  do  not  say  that  it  can  pro%ade  against  eveiy  difficulty. 

8  May  1834.  494.  You  admit  that  evils,  the  extent  of  which  are  not  so  oppressive  as  to 

have  induced  any  complaints  in  the  shape  of  petitions  for  a  remedy^  can  at  heat 
•  be  only  partially  met  by  other  insufficient  and  incorrect  remedies? — I  thiak 
there  is  a  sufficient  remedy  if  it  be  the  best  which  can  be  obtained. 

495.  Is  it  an  incorrect  remedy  ? — I  hold  incorrectness  to  be  a  comparative 
term,  and  that  when  you  have  attained  to  that  which  is  most  correct  you  cannot 
hope  to  go  further,  and  that  that  is  the  ereat  desideratum. 

496.  The  question  then  will  be  resolved  into  the  proportion  of  the  existing 
evil,  and  the  proportion  which  the  partial  remedy  bears  to  the  removal  of  it?— 
I  cannot  consent  to  call  it  a  partial  remedy ;  I  think  it  goes  the  whole  way 
which  the  nature  <^  things  enables  us  to  go. 

497.  You  admit  there  would  be  cases  of  exception  ? — ^Yes,  in  the  case  of 
unsound  com ;  but  still  I  consider  it  as  complete  as  the  nature  of  the  circum* 
stances  will  admit  of. 

498.  Ought  the  disinclination  of  any  particular  class  to  a  change  to  preveat 
its  adoption,  where  other  classes  and  toe  whole  community  would  receive  a 
great  benefit  from  it  ? — ^Not  in  my  opinion. 

499.  Is  it  hot  a  common  advantage  to  all  classes  engaged  in  the  trade  ts 
have  correct  and  uniform  quotations  ? — It  is  very  imp<»tant  and  advantageous 
to  all  classes  to  obtain  correct  quotations. 

500.  Will  not  the  farmer  receive,  in  ccnnpensation  for  his  iudividual  incon- 
venience, his  share  of  the  general  advantage  of  the  information  to  be  obtained 
from  correct  quotations  ? — ^I  think  the  farmer  will  feel  less  individual  inconve- 
nience than  any  other  party,  seeing  that,  for  the  most  part,  he  is  possessed  of 
the  means  of  weighing  and  measuring,  and  that  the  extra  labour  required  for 
doing  both  would  be  performed  by  the  servants  he  employs  at  present,  for  they 
have  always  sufficient  time  to  do  it  without  any  loss  to  the  farmer. 

501.  Do  you  not  think  that  any  apprehensions  which  might  exist  in  the 
minds  of  fanners,  or  any  other  class,  of  the  proposed  change,  would  proceed 
rather  from  want  of  sufficient  information  than  from  any  imperfections  in  the 
system  you  recommend  ? — I  do  think  so.  I  think  when  they  come  to  under- 
stand the  system,  the  farmers  will  like  it  as  well  as  any  persons,  and  indeed 
will  prefer  it. 

502.  You  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a  difference  in  the  practice 
of  buying  and  selling  with  classes  not  fully  informed  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  sufficiently 
shown  by  the  great  number  of  attempts  to  obtain  uniformity. 

503.  You  are  aware,  that  notwithstanding  enactments,  many  old  provincial 
habits  still  remain  ? — Yes ;  their  change  has  been  but  partial. 

504.  Would  the  change  you  recommend  be  so  very  general  ? — The  change 
of  principle  would  not  be  great ;  on  the  contrary,  all  persons  sell  either  by 
weight  or  by  measure,  and  all  which  is  required  is  that  they  shall  superadd  to 
measure  the  weight,  and  to  weight  the  measure ;  it  is  a  very  slight  change  of 
princii^e. 

505.  Will  the  measuring  a  portion  be  sufficient  for  settling  all  litigated 
points  ? — I  think  so ;  I  cannot  conceive  any  point  to  which  it  would  be  in- 
adequate. 

506.  Is  not  weight  and  measure  complete  as  to  the  determining  the  quali^ 
of  com  ? — With  ^e  exception  of  unsound  com,  and  of  unsound  corn  it  win 
tell  the  relative  weight. 

507.  Weight  and  measure  will  not  tell  the  name  of  the  com,  if  the  name  be 
not  given,  nor  the  condition,  in  the  absence  of  description  ;  but  will  it  supply 
the  best  information  which  can  be  obtiuned  of  the  quality  ? — The  question, 
I  suppose,  alludes  to  the  particular  description  of  corn,  Dantzic  com  or  other 
sorts ;  of  course  it  is  necessary  to  know  the  kind  of  com,  and  its  condition,  in 
all  cases,  and  under  any  system  whatever. 

508.  You  would  never  buy  blindfold,  only  knowing  the  proportion  of  weight 
and  measure  ? — Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  persons  who  have  no  means 
of  seeing  the  bulk  or  sample  of  com  to  require  that  the  weight  or  measure  shall 
be  stated,  with  an  understanding  that  tne  condition  shdl  be  the  ordinary 
condition  ;  but  no  one  of  course  buys  with  the  weight  merely  mentioned,  unless 
he  has  the  means  of  inspection. 

509.  Are  there  not  slight  shades  in  the  quality  of  the  corn  that  do  not  afifect 
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either  weight  or  measure  ? — There  are  differences  in  the  values  of  corn,  which    Mr.  M.  T.  Bau. 

I  believe  do  not,  perhaps,  involve  any  question ;  that  certain  descriptions  of      - 

wheat  of  a  certain  weight  are  sometimes  superior  to  other  wheats  which  are  of      8  May  1834. 

a  higher  weight ;  therefore  the  purchaser  would  require  to  know  the  sort  of 

wheat. 

510.  The  differences  you  allude  to  as  not  suflSciently  indicated  by  the  weight 
and  measure,  are  those  indicated  by  knowing  the  place  of  growth? — ^Yes. 

511.  Do  you  not  think  that  some  of  the  objections  which  might  be  enter- 
tained to  a  combined  system  would  proceed  from  not  knowing  what  was 
exactly  the  system  that  is  proposed  ? — I  believe  that  I  propose  the  best  system ; 
and  if  any  one  should  misunderstand  that  system,  they  would  be  considering 
that  which  was  not  the  best  system,  and  might  reasonably  object  to  it 

512.  Do  you  not  think,  when  weight  and  measure  are  spoken  of,  it  is  fre- 
quently misunderstood ;  that  it  is  frequently  confounded  with  weight  only  ? — 
It  is  often  misunderstood  ;  people  have  indistinct  notions  of  it. 

513.  Is  there  not  a  great  distinction  between  quality  and  condition  ? — Con- 
dition  always  affects  quality,  I  consider  it  an  essential  part  of  quality,  for  the 
best  com  in  bad  condition  becomes  inferior. 

514.  Quali^  implies  the  weight  of  the  corn;  condition,  the  presence  or 
absence  of  defect  in  it.     Is  not  that  the  correct  distinction  ? — Precisely  so. 

515.  What  are  the  principal  ingredients  which  constitute  the  different  pro- 
portions between  weight  and  measure  in  com  ? — The  shape  of  the  com,  the 
thickness  or  tenuity  of  the  skin,  and  the  condition  of  the  corn,  seeing  that 
damp  corn  will  not  weigh  so  heavy  as  dry  com,  because  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  aqueous  particles  is  less  than  the  specific  gravity  of  the  corn.  The  leading 
exception  to  the  rule  that  specific  gravity  determines  the  quality  of  the  com 
is  Dantzic  wheat ;  but  I  understand  that  Dantzic  wheat  has  in  itself  peculiar 
properties ;  that  it  will  bear  harder  grinding,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  miller ;  and 
that  with  respect  to  the  baker,  to  use  his  language,  he  "  cannot  keep  it  down  ;** 
it  continually  rises,  and  will  make  a  greater  weight  of  bread  than  a  similar 
quantity  of  flour  of  any  otlier  description,  because  it  will  take  up  a  larger 
quantity  of  yeast  and  water. 

516.  Will  a  certain  proportion  between  the  weight  and  the  measure  of 
wheat  determine  the  quantity  of  flour  which  you  can  get  out  of  that  quan- 
tity?— Not  always,  as  1  have  explained  with  respect  to  Dantzic  wheat;  that  is 
an  exception ;  but  the  value  of  Dantzic  wheat  is  also  enhanced  on  account  of 
the  particular  quality  of  that  flour,  so  that  it  gives  for  its  bulk  a  greater  quantity 
of  flour,  and  of  better  floun 

517.  Is  wheat  always  of  the  same  specific  gravity  itself? — I  conceive  not; 
the  soil  on  which  it  grows  will  make  a  material  di£ference. 

518.  Would  new  damp  flour,  taken  from  new  wheat  immediately  after  har- 
vest, be  heavier  than  dry  flour  at  another  season  of  the  year? — I  cannot  speak 
positively  with  respect  to  flour,  but  new  damp  wheat  is  decidedly  lighter  than 
dry  wheat  of  the  same  bulk  ;  for  the  simple  reason^  that  the  aqueous  particles 
which  constitute  the  moisture  are  of  less  specific  gravity  than  the  grain  itself; 
a  thousand  grains  of  dry  wheat  would  weigh  less  than  a  thousand  grains  of 
damp  wheat,  supposing  that  before  their  condition  was  changed  they  were  of 
the  same  nature,  because  in  addition  to  the  weight  you  have  the  water :  if 
I  were  to  steep  a  thousand  grains  of  wheat,  instead  of  being  contained  in  half 
a  pint,  they  would  perhaps  fill  a  measure  half  as  much  larger ;  half  a  pint  of 
wheat,  after  it  was  saturated  in  water,  would  be  very  much  increased  in  bulk 
and  in  weight.  It  is  precisely  to  that  purpose  that  the  union  of  the  two 
is  so  desirable;  the  one  is  a  check  on  the  other;  it  may  be  compared  to  our 
system  of  account  by  double  entry,  the  one  must  check  or  control  the  other. 

519.  If  you  steep  tlie  wheat  in  water,  it  would  increase  in  bulk  more  than 
it  would  increase  in  weight  ? — Undoubtedly.  I  have  made  the  experiment :  I 
bought  a  large  quantity  of  barley  this  time  last  year  to  hold  over  for  malting, 
and  with  a  view  to  preserve  its  condition  I  kiln-dried  it ;  after  it  was  kiln-dried 
I  compared  the  bulk  with  what  it  was  before  kiln-drying,  and  I  found  it  had 
lost  10  per  cent,  upon  the  bushel  by  measure,  but  the  bushel  which,  before  it 
went  on  the  kiln,  weighed  47  lbs.,  being  barley  of  Ught  quality,  weighed  50  lbs. 
when  it  came  off^;  so  that  though  it  appeared  to  have  lost  10  per  cent,  tested 
by  measure,  it  had  lost  only  four  per  cent.,  for  there  was  an  addition  of  six 
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Afr.  M.  T'  Basi.    per  cent,  in  the  weight :  the  specific  gravity  of  the  bushel  increased  six  per 

per  cent,  while  the  loss  of  measure  appeared  to  be  10  per  cent. 

8  May  1834.  ^20.  When  you  speak  of  weight  and  measure  indicating  the  quality*  you 

allude  to  corn  whose  condition  at  least  is  not  objectionable? — I  refer  to  sound 
corn,  certainly. 

521.  Condition,  in  trading  language,  is  distinguished  from  quality,  and  refers 
to  dampness  and  mustiness,  as  contradistinguished  to  dryness  and  sweetneat. 
which  of  course  must  be  referred  to  skill  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  generally  so ;  but  some- 
times the  condition  has  something  to  do  with  the  weight ;  for  if,  during  a  damp 
harvest,  we  find  the  wheats  are  weighing  light,  we  know,  in  a  certain  degree, 
that  is  to  be  ascribed  to  its  dampness. 

522.  May  not  the  agency  now  employed  for  taking  the  averages  be  made  the 
means  of  enforcing  the  adoption  of  weight,  by  requiring  that  all  returns  now 
made  shall  have  the  weight  and  measure  ? — They  will  certainly  contribute  to 
bring  it  into  practice. 

[The  Chairman  delivered  in  the  following  Letter:'] 

Plymouth,  6th  of  6th  Month  1834. 
Respected  Friend, 

Observing  by  the  Parliamentary  Reports*  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commoos  is 
appointed  to  procure  information  on  the  present  mode  of  selling  grain  by  measure,  (I 
suppose  with  a  view  to  an  alteration,)  I  take  the  liberty  of  oflTering  a  few  observations 
thereon,  as  I  have  long  been  of  opinion  the  subject  calls  for  Parliamentary  interference. 

It  appears  to  me  the  practice  of  selling  grain  by  measure  is  liable  to  many  objections. 
It  is  important  that  the  standard  should  be  of  that  nature  as  admits  of  the  least  possible 
variation ;  but  all  grain,  and  wheat  more  particularly,  is  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  state  of 
the  atmosphere,  its  bulk  being:  increased  in  damp  weather,  and  proportionably  contracted  ia 
dry,  producing  a  variation  of  from  1  lb.  to  2  lbs.  per  bushel.  From  this  cause  alone,  wheat 
measured  in  dry  weather  weighing  61  lbs.  per  bushel,  is  lessened  in  value,  when  measured 
in  damp  weather,  and  weighing  only  59  lbs.,  exactly  2$.  per  quarter,  that  is,  when  the  price 
is  60  s»  per  quarter,  and  such  fluctuations  often  take  place  in  a  short  time. 

This  causes  an  apparent  variation  in  price  in  the  different  markets  where  it  is  sold  by 
measure,  whilst  it  is  stationary  in  those  where  it  is  sold  by  weight ;  and  as  flour  is  always 
sold  by  weight,  it  appears  to  be  absurd  for  the  miller  to  buy  by  one  standard  and  sell  by 
another.  A  bushel  may  be  filled  heavily  or  lightly,  according  to  the  skill  or  taill  of  the 
measurer;  or  it  may  vary  according  to  the  degree  of  pressure  vmich  the  bulk  has  sustained 
in  the  vessel  or  granary.  From  this  last-mentioned  cause,  we  find  that  corn  generally  loses 
from  one  to  two  per  cent,  from  the  quantity  shipped,  when  measured  out  ota  vessel ;  but 
the  same  being  remeasured  from  the  loft,  will  regain  what  it  had  lost,  and  disputes  and  dis- 
satisfactions are  continually  arising.  We  have  had  several  instances  of  these  variations 
lately,  and  an  unadjusted  difference  with  one  of  our  correspondents  is  at  the  present  moment 
existing.  It  is  said,  and  we  fear  with  truth,  that  improper  means  are  sometimes  used  to 
induce  meters  to  measure  unfairly. 

Another  objection  to  measure  as  a  standard  for  grain,  is  the  difficulty  of  making  every 
bushel  of  the  exact  size.  It  requires  much  care,  labour  and  skill  to  make  every  bushel  ac- 
cording to  the  standard.  A  variation  of  only  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  the  height'  of  the 
bushel,  will  make  a  difference  of  J  lb.,  or  1  lb.  in  120  lbs.  The  makers,  and  officers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  adjust  them,  not  being  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  precision,  or  suf- 
ciently  interested  in  the  result,  are  often  careless  in  this  respect,  and  a  difficulty  often  arises 
in  readjusting  those  that  are  incorrect,  or  they  are  laid  aside  as  useless. 

Now  it  is  evident  that  all  these  inconveniences  are  much  lessened,  if  not  entirely  removed, 
by  the  weighing  system ;  and  since  the  introduction  of  portable  weighing  machines,  the 
operation  is  rendered  perfectly  easy  and  simple.  A  person  with  very  little  skill  can  weigh 
a  sack  of  grain,  and  carelessness  or  fraud  in  the  operator,  may  he  easily  observed  or  detected 
by  a  by-stander.  The  weights  may  also  be  easily  compared  with  the  standard  kept  in  every 
town,  and  adjusted  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require.  The  advantages  of  the 
weighing  system  are  so  obvious,  that  it  is  gradually  extending  itself  over  the  United  King- 
dom. I  believe  it  prevails  universally  in  Ireland,  and  in  most  parts  of  Scotland  ;  although 
it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  different  quantities  referred  to,  renders  the  system  far  less 
perfect  than  if  one  common  denomination  were  resorted  to.  Thus  the  barrels  in  Ireland  of 
280 lbs.  for  wheat,  224 lbs.  for  barley,  and  196 lbs.  for  oats,  the  boll  of  Scotland,  varying 
in  different  places  as  to  the  number  of  pounds,  are  all,  in  a  degree,  complex  and  puzzhng ; 
and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  these  different  standards  might  not  be  reduced  to  one,  as 
easily  and  reasonably  as  our  monetary  system  is  fixed  to  the  pound  sterling.  An  example  of 
the  present  absurd  system  may  be  found  in  the  practice  which  exists  at  Liverpool.  Wheat 
is  there  sold  at  per  bushel  of  70 lbs.,  oats  45 lbs.;  Indian  corn  and  grinding  barley  60 lbs. ; 
whilst  malt,  malting-barley,  beans,  peas  and  rye  are  sold  by  measure,  that  is,  by  the 
Imperial  quarter. 

I  suppose  it  is  too  much  to  expect  the  public  to  be  prepared  to  adopt  that  simple  and 
convenient  standard,  the  cwt.  or  iialbs. ;  I  mean  for  all  kinds  of  grain.  I  know  of  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  the  standard  for  corn,  as  it  is  for  tallow,  sugar,  butter, 
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and  many  other  articles :  it  is  adopted  at  Belfast,  and  the  different  Irish  **  barrels''  have  all 
a  reference  to  the  cwt.  as  a  standard ;  thus-^ 

Cwt.  qrs,  lbs. 
A  barrel  of  wheat  is  280  lbs.  or  2     2     - 

—  barley      224         or  2     -    - 

—  oats  196         or  1    3    - 

But  I  fear  the  public  will  not  be  satisfied  without  a  referehce  to  -the  present  Imperial 
bushel,  and  if  so,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  following  weights  be  adopted,  as  coinciding  very 
nearly  with  the  average  weight  of  the  respective  kinds  of  erain  mentioned :  viz. — 
Wheat,  beans,  peas,  and  Indian  corn,  at  per  bushel  of    -      60  lbs. 
Barley         -        .-        -        -        •-        -        -52 
Oats    -        -        -        "        -        -        -        -        -        -40 

Rye — I  am  not  acquainted  with  its  weight.  " 

1  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  some  advantage  will  result  from  a  reference  to  measure 
^s  well  as  to  weight,  with  regard  to  grain.  If  a  person  residing  a  distance  makes  an  offer, 
by  mentioning  the  weight  per  Imperial  bushel,  the  person  receiving  the  offer  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  nearly  the  relative  value.  Another  advantage  is,  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  make 
any  alteration  with  regard  to  taking  the  averages,  for  if  the  returns  are  made  according  to 
the  weights  per  bushel  which  I  have  suggested,  they  will  agree  very  nearly  with  the  Impe- 
rial bushel. 

It  may  be  stated  further  in  favour  of  the  weighing  system,  that  it  enables  us  more  accu- 
rately to  compare  our  prices  with  those  of  France,  Spain  and  some  other  countries,  who  have 
adopted  it ;  also  as  enabling  the  shippers  to  make  the  masters  of  vessels  responsible  for 
the  quantity  they  take  on  board,  which  measure  will  not  do.  It  is  customary  in  Spain 
and  some  places  in  the  Mediterranean  to  weigh  the  cargo  in  the  presence  of  the  master  or 
the  mate,  and  taking  a  certain  small  quantity,  say  a  fanega,  to  put  it  in  a  sealed  bag,  and 
send  with  the  vessel ;  the  master  is  thus  obliged  to  be  answerable  for  the  quantity  he  takes 
on.  board-  The  same  course  may  be  adopted  in  England,  if  the  weighing  system  be 
resorted  to. 

But  we  must  expect  there  will  be  a  strong  opposition  to  a  departure  from  the  present 
mode^  and  a  change  will  be  strenuously  opposed. 

Whatever  is  done  should  be  compulsory.  It  will  not  do  to  leave  it  optional,  as  in  the  last 
change  from  Winchester  to  the  Imperial.  If  the  projectors  of  the  proposed  change  are  not 
strong  enough  to  enforce  its  universal  adoptioui  it  will  be  better  to  let  things  remain  as 
they  are. 

I  think  it  likely  that  some  may  suppose,  that  should  the  alteration  that  I  have  suggested 
«be  adopted,  malt  ought  to  be  exempted  from  its  operation ;  but  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  it  is  as  applicable  to  this  as  to  any  other  grain.  It  is  true  that  malt  imperfectly  worked 
is  heavier  than  that  which  is  well  manufactured,  inasmuch  as  barley  is  heavier  than  malt, 
,being  in  the  proportion  of  52  lbs.  per  bushel  of  barley  to  about  40  lbs.  when  malted.  Never- 
theless, as  malt  is  always  sold  by  satnj^le  and  not  from  description  alone,  the  weight  of  the 
bushel  will  be  used  pnncipally  to  verify  the  quantity.  It  is  diflScult  fully  to  explain  this 
except  to  practical  men;  but  I  presume  a  reference  to  brewers  would  confirm  tne  view  I 
have  taken,  although  the  opinion  of  maltsters  who  have  a  retail  trade  may  not  coincide 
therewith. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  thy  obliged  friend. 

To  John  Collier,  Esq.  M.P.,  London.  Joseph  Treffry. 

MODES  of  selling  Grain  in  Devonshire  and  Cornwall. 

Plymouth. — (From  the  farmers,)  Wheat,  per  bag  of  I25lbs. ;  oats  and  barley,  per  bag  of  two 
Imperial  bushels ;  malt,  per  Imperial  quarter.  (From  the  merchants,)  wheat,  per  quarter  of 
480  lbs. ;  barley  and  oats,  per  Imperial  quarter. 

Modbury  and  Kingsbridge. — ^Wheat,  per  bag  of  1 25  lbs. ;  barley,  per  bag  of  1 6  galls. ;  oats, 
per  bag  of  20  galls. 

Exeter.— (From  the  farmers,)  Wheat.'per  bushel,  measured  with  a  tuxy^^Xon  measure,  one 
in  ten  to  be  heaped,  the  other  nine  struck,  which  is  generally  equal  to  65 lbs.  per  bushel; 
barley  and  oats,  per  bushel,  somewhat  more  than  Imperial. 

Olcehampton. — White  wheat,  per  bag,  various,  but  a  trifle  more  than  Imperial ;  red  wheat, 
per  bag  of  about  igj^lbs. ;  Barley  and  oats,  as  white  wheat 

Bideford  and  Barnstaple. — Nearly  as  at  Okehampton. 

Tavistock.— Wheat,  generally  from  125  to  135 lbs.,  but  depending  somewhat  on  the  dis- 
trict from  which  it  is  brought ;  barley,  per  bag  of  16  galls. ;  oats,  per  bag  of  32  galls. 
Cornwall : — 

Callington,  Liskeard  and  Launceston. — Wheat,  various,  some  per  bag  of  i6galls.,  others 
per  bag  of  1 25  to  135  lbs. ;  barley,  per  bag  of  16  galls. ;  oats,  per  bag  of  24  galls. 

St  Austle,  Mevagissey,  Truro,  Penryn,  and  generally  in  that  distnct. — Wheat,  barley  and 
oats,  at  per  bag  of  24  galls. 

Wadebridge. — As  above,  except  that  an  attempt  has  recently  been  made  to  buy  by 
weight,  but  which  is  not  generally  adopted. 

I  believe  there  are  some  other  modes  adopted  in  other  parts  of  those  two  counties,  but 
I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  them  to  describe  them. 

Plymouth,  6th  of  5th  Month  1834.  Joseph  Treffry.  : 
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Martisj  13*  die  Maii,  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Michael  Thomas  BasSy  again  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Mr. M.T.Bass.     .  523.  YOU  said  in  your  last  examination  that  corn  shrunk  very  much? 

—Yes. 

13  Majr  1834.  524.  Do  you  apply  that  observation  to  every  other  species  of  com  as  well  as 
to  barley  ? — Principally  to  barley  and  oats :  I  believe  the  loss  is  greater  in  oats 
than  any  other  description,  but  it  extends  to  every  description  of  com. 

525.  You  stated  that  the  diminution  in  bulk  is  sometimes  equal  to  15  per 
cent.  ? — I  have  been  told  so  at  Mark-lane,  having  sustained  a  loss  of  10  per 
cent,  myself. 

526.  Do  you  think  wheat  will  suffer  anything  like  that  diminution  ? — I  should 
think  not. 

527.  Are  you  aware  how  far  the  diminution  of  wheat  will  go,  from  keeping  ? 
— I  do  not  know  sufficient  of  wheat  to  speak  positively. 

528.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  long  this  barley  had  been  kept  that 
shrunk  15  per  cent.?— It  was  oats  that  had  shrunk  so  much. 

529.  Do  you  recollect  how  long  it  was  stated  that  they  had  been  kept  ? — 
I  think  six  months. 

530.  Can  you  tell,  practically  speaking,  how  near  on  the  average  the  judg- 
ment of  a  certain  measure  comes  to  the  actual  ascertained  weight? — It  depends 
upon  the  skill  of  the  party.  I  should  think  that  an  experienced  purchaser 
would  tell  to  half  a  pound  a  bushel,  while  the  farmer  might  not  be  able  to  tell^ 
generally  speaking,  within  a  pound  or  two. 

531.  A  practised  buyer  would  come  within  half  a  pound  of  the  real  weighty 
but  the  less  practised  seller,  the  farmer,  would  not  come  within  a  pound  ? — 
I  should  think  that  difference  does  prevail. 

532.  You  say  that  if  the  seller  loses  anything,  it  will  be  made  up  by  the 
consumer ;  that  he  will  charge  it  to  the  consumer? — Yes,  in  the  long  run. 

533.  Therefore  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  consumer  to  have  this  alteration 
of  weight  ? — I  stated  that  to  be  mv  opinion. 

534.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  mrmer's  loss  is  ever  made  up  by  the  dealer^ 
or  the  baker,  or  the  factor? — No,  I  cannot  see  that  it  is. 

535'  It  is  an  entire  loss  to  the  farmer  ? — Yes,  I  do  not  know  by  what  opera- 
tion the  farmer  is  to  be  repaid,  except  so  far  as  the  same  principle  may  rule 
with  the  farmer  as  with  the  dealer  or  the  baker.  But  the  farmer  has  not  the 
means  of  ensuring  the  steady  profit  on  which  other  traders  may  reasonably 
calculate,  he  is  so  often  obliged  to  be  content  without  any  profit  at  all ;  but 
every  trader,  reckoning  on  average  profits,  of  course  takes  into  consideration  all 
losses  which  arise  from  want  of  skill  or  otherwise.  So  far  the  farmer  ought  to 
come  within  the  general  rule. 

536.  But  the  rarmer  has  not  the  same  means  of  protecting  himself? — ^The 
competition  in  his  case  is  more  absolute. 

537.  It  is  not  the  custom,  generally  speaking,  for  farmers  to  keep  very  large 
weights,  is  it  ? — It  is  the  custom  for  the  farmers  in  my  neighbourhood  to  have 
sufficient  weights  to  weigh  a  sack  of  corn. 

538.  Would  they  not  have  to  depend  in  many  cases  upon  the  weights  of 
the  factors  ? — I  conceive  they  would  use  their  own  weights. 

539.  Suppose  the  farmers  were  not  inclined  to  buy  weights,  they  would 
have  to  depend  upon  the  weights  of  the  factors  ?— No  doubt,  if  they  had  no 
weights  of  their  own  and  did  not  choose  to  buy,  they  must  depend  upon  the 
weights  of  the  factors  or  buyers. 

540.  Do  you  not  suppose  they  would  be  as  apt  to  lose  by  some  fraud  in 
the  weights  of  the  factors,  as  from  the  deficiency  in  their  judgment? — I  think 
not,  for  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  factor  would  have  two  sets  of  weights ; 
jmd  though  there  might  be  individual  farmers  who  had  no  weights,  the  factor's 
weights  must  be  tested  by  general  practice,  and  as  he  could  not  possibly 
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know  which  farmer  had  weights  of  his  own  and  which  had  not,  if  he  had  any    Mr.  M.  T.  Ban. 

intention  of  committing  frauds  in  that  direction,  he  would  always  be  exposed      

to  the  chance  of  a  fanner  bringing  his  grain  already  weighed,  and  who,  there-      13  May  1834. 
fore,  would  have  a  comparison  by  which  to  test  the  factor's  weights. 

541.  Generally  speaking,  that  may  happen  to  be  the  case  as  matter  of  theory, 
but,  practically  speaking,  the  farmer  sends  his  com  by  his  waggoner,  does 
not  he  ? — ^Yes,  he  does  frequently. 

542.  Of  course  the  factor  can  learn  from  the  farmer's  waggoner,  whether  the 
farmer  keeps  weights  or  not,  and  whether  it  is  weighed  before  it  is  sent  to 
market ;  and  in  that  way  might  not  the  factor  take  advantage? — I  believe  frauds 
are  possible  in  that  direction,  but  that  they  are  very  unlikely :  it  is  a  very  com- 
mon  practice  for  farmers  themselves  to  deliver  their  own  com  ;  they  are  so 
anxious  to  get  the  money  in  my  district,  that  they  deliver  two-thirds  of  the  com 
themselves,  and  take  the  money  back  with  them, 

543.  Practically  speaking,  would  not  weights  sufficient  to  weigh  one  sack  of 
com  give  the  farmer  sufficient  facility  for  weighing  ? — Weights  for  one  sack 
would  be  all  he  would  require;  he  puts  his  com  up  in  sacks,  he  is  not  expected 
to  weigh  the  entire  quantity  at  once ;  neither  factor  nor  farmer  could  do  it. 

544.  You  say  the  great  advantage  of  this  system  of  sale  by  weight  and  by 
measure  would  be  to  prevent  the  farmer  being  deceived  by  the  factor? — I  do 
not  say  that  would  be  the  great  advantage,  but  that  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  farmer  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community,  and  that  he  would 
be  benefited  by  getting  rid  of  that  advantage  which  the  factor  now  enjoys  over 
him  from  his  superior  skill.  On  Saturday  I  was  conversing  with  a  very  large 
factor  from  Lincolnshire  upon  this  topic  ;  he  said  that  their  practice  was  to  sell 

'by  weight,  and  that  for  his  part  he  wished  it  were  done  away,  for  it  gave  an 
advantage  to  the  farmer  which  selling  by  measure  he  would  not  enjoy ;  that  is, 
tliat  if  the  farmer  delivered  more  than  the  weight  stipulated  for,  he  was  inva- 
riably paid  for  it,  whereas  if  he  made  a  variance  in  the  measure,  and  it  was  to 
his  own  prejudice,  he  suffered  the  loss. 

545.  If  it  be  in  any  degree  for  the  protection  of  the  farmer,  cannot  the  farmer 
take  with  him  the  small  instrament  called  the  chondrometer,  and  will  not  that  to 
all  practical  purposes  be  as  good  a  protection  to  the  farmer  as  selling  by  weight? 
— I  think  a  farmer  would  have  a  much  greater  objection  to  purchasing  a  chon- 
drometer and  canying  it  about  in  his  pocket  than  to  weighing  a  sack,  taking 
into  account  too  that  the  purchase  of  a  chondrometer  is  very  far  greater  than 
that  of  a  scale  and  weights. 

546.  You  say  that  the  quotations  will  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  weight 
to  measure  ? — I  did  say  so. 

547.  If  wheat  were  sold  by  measure  and  weight  conjointly,  how  would  the 
returns  be  made  by  the  corn  inspectors  ? — They  would  be  made  in  measure,  as 
they  are  required  to  be  at  present. 

548.  That  is,  by  the  price  of  each  bushel  according  to  its  actual  quantity? — 
By  the  actual  selling  price  per  bushel. 

549.  Stating  the  weight  ? — The  weight  would  be  stated,  but  that  would  not 
affect  the  return  ;  the  only  difference  would  be,  that  he  would  state  the  weight 
of  his  bushel  in  addition  to  the  measure. 

550.  It  is  possible  that  the  returns  might  be  made  according  to  a  certain 
weight  per  bushel  assumed  throughout  the  country  ? — Very  possible. 

551.  And  the  returns  made  of  the  number  of  bushels  according  to  some 
certain  average  weight? — Certainly. 

553.  It  would  not  be  at  all  difficult  to  get  a  retum  from  all  the  places 
sending  returns  of  com,  of  the  average  weight  of  a  bushel  throughout  the 
year? — I  think  it  would  be  very  easy  to  get  from  each  place  a  computation 
near  enough  for  practical  purposes. 

553.  If  those  computations  were  made  upon  an  assumed  weight  throughout 
the  kingdom,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  how  tliat  weight  was  adjusted,  as 
far  as  the  averages  were  concerned  ? — It  would  be  desirable  to  come  to  the 
truth  as  nearly  as  possible. 

554.  If  the  assumed  weight  was  higher  than  the  real  average  weight,  the 
higher  the  range  of  price  the  lower  the  range  of  duty ;  therefore  any  false 
assumption  of  weight  would  be  in  that  case  an  injury  to  the  farmer,  by  admit- 
ing  foreign  corn  at  a  lower  rate  ? — May  be  so  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  false  computation.     If  there  be  a  false  computation,  it  is 
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Mr.  itf.  r.  Bass,  as  likely  to  be  in  favour  of  the  farmer  as  against  him,  particularly  as  that  com* 
— —  putation  will  have  to  be  made  by  gentlemen  of  this  House,  who  cannot  be  said 
13  May  1834.     to  be  inimical  to  the  farmers. 

555-  Supposing  this  plan  were  to  be  mooted,  and  the  House  were  to  decide 
it  would  be  better  to  make  the  returns  not  according  to  the  actual  weight  of 
corn  sold,  but  according  to  the  assumed  average  weight  of  the  bushel  of  corn 
throughout  the  country ;  would  not  that  open  the  whole  question  of  the  coni 
laws?— It  would  open  the  question  to  tnis  extent,  \dz.  what  is  the  average 
weight  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  throughout  the  kingdom ;  not  beyond  that,  is 
I  conceive. 

556.  It  must  open  the  door,  perhaps,  so  far  as  to  settle  how  many  pouiKk  a 
bushel  of  wheat  snould  weigh  ? — I  conceive  it  is  not  opening  the  com  laws,  but 
opening  the  averages,  that  might  lead  to  conflict  between  the  two  parties  ;  one 
endeavouring  to  fix  a  high  weight,  while  the  other  wished  to  place  it  as  low  as 
possible. 

'  557*  Is  it  not  possible,  that  by  opening  the  corn  laws  too  far,  the  farmer 
might  get  less  rather  than  more? — There  is  a  possibility,  but  it  is  very 
improbable. 

558.  Do  you  conceive,  that  in  the  state  of  the  public  mind,  the  farmer  is 
likely  to  derive  any  advantage  from  that  discussion  :  do  you  think  that  the 
opening  of  the  corn  laws  at  this  moment  would  be  advantageous  to  the  farmer? 
— Yes,  I  think  it  would,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  to  the  landlord ;  I  con- 
sider the  interests  of  the  farmer  and  the  landlord  diametrically  opposed  on  the 
question  of  the  corn  laws. 

559.  The  question  is,  whether  there  would  be  more  or  less  protection  to  the 
growth  of  com  in  this  country  ? — I  think  it  is  very  possible  that  any  discussion 
on  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws  will  lead  to  less  protection  to  the  landed  interest 
tlian  to  ^eater. 

560.  Do  the  public  complain  by  petition  or  otherwise  of  the  present  system 
of  selling? — I  believe  very  few  petitions  have  been  sent ;  but  it  b  an  universal 
complaint,  so  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  knowing. 

501.  Certain  parts  of  the  kingdom  do  use  weight  and  measure  conjoined? — 
Yes. 

562.  Do  you  consider  that  the  question  of  the  corn  laws  would  be  necessarily 
involved  in  the  discussion  of  the  practice  of  selling  com  ? — No,  I  think  that 
would  be  very  unlikely,  for  I  believe  all  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons 
pretty  well  understand  that  the  question  is  set  at  rest  for  the  present ;  and  this 
is  a  matter  quite  independent  of  and  distinct  from  it. 

563.  Though  it  is  quite  distinct  from  the  corn  laws,  it  might  lead  to  the  dis- 
cussion  of  them  ? — Yes,  if  parties  were  eager  for  an  opportunity  of  fighting  the 
battle  over  again. 

564.  Is  there  any  obstacle  you  are  aware  of  to  the  rest  of  the  country  trying 
the  plan  of  weicrhtand  measure,  without  any  legislative  interference  ? — The  plan 
is  not  absolutely  prohibited ;  the  obstacles  are  the  inveteracy  of  habit  and  an 
ignorance  of  what  would  be  really  the  best  system  to  pursue.  In  many  other 
questions  we  find  that  we  encounter  the  same  difficulties.  In  the  Report  of 
tne  Poor  Law  Commissioners  it  is  stated,  in  answer  to  the  objection  that  no  one 
has  petitioned  for  the  express  changes  which  are  in  contemplation,  that  if  on  all 
occasions  we  were  to  wait  till  the  public  voice  were  loudly  declared  on  any 
subject,  we  might  wait  long  enough  for  improvement ;  and  so  I  believe  it  is  in 
these  matters. 

565.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  in  order  to  remove  this  inveteracy  of  habit  l^s- 
lation  is  necessary,  and  that  that  is  a  better  way  of  removing  the  prejudice  than 
their  being  allowed  to  wait  their  own  time  to  follow  the  example  of  their  neigh- 
bours?— So  many  attempts  have  been  made  to  produce  unimrmity  in  weights 
and  measures,  and  to  improve  the  system  of  buying  and  selling  com,  which 
have  been  to  a  certain  degree  inoperative,  principally  because  they  have  not 
been  sufficiently  compulsory,  that  I  am  persuaded  nothing  but  the  strictest 
legislation  can  lead  to  an  improved  practice  in  the  mode  of  buying  and  selling 
com. 

566.  It  is  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  altogether  you  wish  for  it  ? — Not 
exclusively,  but  for  that  coupled  with  other  things;  I  think  uniformity  is  most 
important  and  very  desirable. 

567.  You  think  that  of  so  great  importance,  you  would  do  it  almost  in 
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defiance  of  the  wish  of  the  people  ? — Uniformity  alone  would  be  with  me    Mr.  M.  T.  Bass. 

a  sufficient  object;  and  if,  in  addition  to  that,  we  get  rid  of  the  system  of  mea-      

sure,  which  is  so  imperfect,  there  appear  to  me  ample  grounds  for  legislating      ^3  ^lay  >^34- 
upon  the  matter. 

568.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  repeat  what  you  consider  the  object  of 
establishing  so  perfect  an  uniformity  r — I  think  perhaps,  at  the  instant,  I  may 
omit  much  argument  in  favour  of  uniformity,  which  I  think  I  have  stated 
before ;  but  the  thing  appears  so  obvious  to  my  mind,  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
find  any  reason  to  doubt  it. 

569.  Do  you  think  the  public  or  the  individual  dealer  will  get  most  by 
uniformity  ? — I  think  both  the  public  and  individual  dealers  will  gain  by  it :  it 
will  lead  to  great  certainty  in  all  transactions  relating  to  corn  ;  it  will  have  the 
effect  also  of  rendering  fraud  more  difficult,  and  for  the  perfection  of  quotation 
it  is  indispensable. 

570.  So  far  the  individual  dealer  only  is  concerned  ? — I  consider  the  public 
to  be  materially  affected  by  all  that  relates  to  so  important  a  commodity  as 
corn;  for  there  is  no  individual  who  is  not  interested  in  corn,  and  it  is 
desirable  he  should  be  enabled  to  know  the  market  prices,  and  to  acquire  the 
best  information  on  the  subject. 

571.  Do  you  conceive  there  are  any  additional  advantages  to  these:  that  it 
effects  a  security  to  the  purchaser  in  distant  sales ;  that  it  protects  the  con- 
sumer against  any  increase  of  charge  from  the  factor  or  seller,  in  case  he  may 
have  been  taken  in  in  any  purchase ;  that  it  protects  the  farmer  from  being 
taken  in  by  the  factor,  and  that  it  also  gives  a  greater  uniformity  in  the  quo- 
tations from  the  different  returning  districts? — At  the  present  moment  those 
appear  to  rae  to  be  the  leading  objects.  I  have  no  doubt  that  others  might  be 
mentioned  if  1  had  an  opportunity  of  recollecting  myself.  The  want  of 
uniformity  I  consider,  in  addition  to  all  the  other  evils,  enough  in  itself  to 
induce  the  Legislature  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration. 

572.  Would  uniformity  attain  all  the  benefits  which  have  been  stated? — I 
think  uniformity  of  measure  would  still  be  liable  to  great  evils. 

573.  What  you  propose  as  a  remedy,  is  the  adoption  of  what  you  consider 
the  best  system,  and  the  founding  uniformity  upon  that? — Precisely  so. 

574.  Could  not  you  put  it  in  these  terms,  sale  by  specific  gravity  ? — ^The 
specific  gravity  appears  to  me  to  involve  the  entire  plan  proposed  ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  comparative  gravity. 

575.  The  sale  would  be  by  specific  gravity,  but  you  do  not  think  it  necessary 
that  the  public  returns  should  be  made  according  to  specific  gravity  ? — Spe- 
cific gravity  involves  two  ingredients,  namely,  weight  and  measure,  and  in 
order  to  give  the  specific  gravity  you  must  name  both  the  weight  and  the 
measure ;  now  the  present  averages  are  taken  by  measure ;  you  would  by  the 
proposed  plan  have  measure  given,  and  would  require  no  more. 

576.  The  inspectors  might  go  to  different  factors,  and  ask  them  how  many 
bushels  of  wheat  they  had  bought  that  day,  according  to  a  certain  specific 
gravity,  and  might  make  their  returns  according  to  the  number  of  bushels  of 
wheat  they  had  given  according  to  the  specific  gravity,  or  they  might  make 
their  returns  of  the  number  they  had  bought  according  to  the  actual  quality  of 
the  wheat? — The  specific  gravity  being  given  to  the  inspectors,  and  that 
specific  gravity  exhibiting  both  the  weight  and  the  measure,  they  would  make 
their  returns  according  to  the  number  of  measures  reported  to  them.  The 
measure  (I  suppose  the  Imperial  bushel),  being  prescribed  by  law,  will  be  the 
understood  numerator ;  the  weight  being  superadded,  will  show  the  specific 
gravity. 

577.  The  question  would  not  refer  to  what  the  inspectors  might  require,  but 
what  the  Legislature  might  require  the  inspectors  to  ask  as  a  matter  of  duty  ? — 
I  suppose  the  Legislature  will  not  require  more  than  is  useful  to  the  purposes 
in  view. 

578.  You  point  out  as  one  of  the  great  advantages  resulting  from  this  mea- 
3ure,  the  quotations :  practically  speaking,  can  you  show  any  essential  incon- 
venience in  the  system  that  is  sn.  present  used  in  making  those  quotations,  or 
any  manifest  improvement  likely  to  result  from  the  alteration  ? — My  answer  to 
that  would  be,  that  I  consider  it  important  to  my  interest  to  know  the 
quotations  in  the  various  markets  of  this  kingdom,  which,  according  to 
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Mr.  M.  T.  Bass,   the  present  system,  looking  at  the  circulars  or  the  public  newspapers,  I  am  not 

able  to  learn ;  I  do  not  understand  the  quotations  in  two  markets  out  of  three. 

13  May  183.^.  ^yg.  The  quotations  consist  of  some  districts  in  which  measure  alone  is 

adopted,  and  others  in  which  measure  and  weight  is  adopted ;  can  you  discover 
any  difference  in  those  different  returns  at  all  showing  an  irregularity  important 
in  its  practical  results  ? — I  have  stated  that  I  cannot  understand  the  quotations, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  explain  all  their  defects. 

580.  What  is  there  you  cannot  understand,  when  you  see  in  every  newspaper 
the  returns  from  every  market  of  the  quantity  of  com  and  the  price  ? — I  can 
understand  perfectly  what  is  published  in  the  Gazette  with  respect  to  com ; 
that  is  merely  the  quantity  ana  the  average  prices,  but  that  is  or  no  use  to  me 
as  a  guide  to  the  operations  in  various  markets.  I  want  to  know  the  quotations 
from  the  leading  markets  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  govern  me  with  respect  to 
the  places  where  I  shall  make  my  purchases,  or  to  give  me  such  a  certain  notion 
of  the  state  of  the  market  with  respect  to  com  as  may  guide  me  in  my  future 
operations ;  now  if  I  cannot  understand  the  quotations  in  two  markets  out  of 
three,  for  my  purpose  those  quotations  are  of  no  use.  I  will  with  permission 
state  what  I  consider  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  arriving  at  the  tmth  :  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  they  employ  different  measures  and 
different  weights,  and  different  multiples  of  both  those  weights  and  measures ; 
and  as  they  do  not  in  their  quotations  declare  what  those  measures  and  weights 
are  with  reference  to  a  common  standard,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  learn  what 
are  their  quantities  or  contents. 

581.  There  appears  to  be  a  certain  mode  of  casting  up  the  measures  in  par- 
.    ticular  markets,  and  therefore  capable  of  being  easily  reduced,  but  does  it 

involve  the  necessity  of  adding  weight  to  measure,  and  rendering  it  more 
complex ;  the  inspector  being  bound  to  reduce  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial 
bushel,  are  not  the  quotations  practically  applicable  to  all  the  usual  purposes  ? 
— I  am  not  speaking  of  the  general  return  for  the  averages,  I  refer  to  die 
quotations  from  various  markets,  which  have  no  relation  to  the  returns ;  for 
instance,  in  the  return  for  London  the  average  price  is  given  of  wheat,  but 
there  is  a  range  in  the  price  of  wheat  from  46  s.  up  to  56  s.  a,  quarter,  but  that 
range  is  never  stated  in  the  Gazette. 

582.  That  range  is  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  great  variety  of  quality: 
— Certainly. 

583.  Suppose  you  wanted  to  know  the  price  of  com  in  the  various  markets 
in  the  kingdom  before  you  went  to  buy  and  sell,  what  possible  difference  could 
it  make  in  the  bargain  if  there  is  no  absolute  fraud ;  you  might  see  that  the 
markets  were  falling  or  were  rising,  but  what  benefit  would  it  be  to  you  to 
know  that  the  wheat  sold  at  Chelmsford  was  higher  or  lower  than  it  was  the 
preceding  sale  r — My  object  is  to  know  what  they  are  doing  at  Chelmsford  or 
elsewhere,  and  if  they  quote  by  the  load  of  wheat,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
that  load  be  five  or  six  bushels,  or  forty,  such  a  quotation  is  useless  to  me. 

584.  The  towns,  in  making  returns  of  the  price  of  corn,  make  them  by  the 
Imperial  bushel? — ^The  returns  are  sometimes  given  in  by  the  Winchester, 
sometimes  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  sometimes  by  weight.  I  have  before  me 
the  returns  to  the  inspectors  themselves.  Where  they  are  given  in  by  the 
Imperial  bushel,  the  returns  to  the  comptroller  are  rendered  in  the  same  form ; 
where  they  are  given  in  to  the  inspectors  bv  weight,  the  inspectors  have  to 
make  a  computation  according  to  their  own  views ;  so  that  the  returns  are  sent 
both  by  weight  and  by  measure  at  the  present  moment 

585.  The  returns  made  on  the  public  account  are  made  according  to  the 
Imperial  measure  ? — ^Yes. 

586.  Your  difficulty  is,  that  if  you  wanted  to  leara  the  price  in  any  particular 
district,  they  make  their  return  by  some  particular  or  customary  measure, 
instead  of  one  uniform  return  according  to  the  Imperial  measure  ? — ^Yes ;  there 
is  this  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  the  returns  for  the  purposes  of  the 
averages  and  the  returns  for  the  sake  of  quotations ;  I  understood  the  last 
question  to  refer  to  the  returns  for  quotations,  and  the  difficulty  of  which 
I  now  complain  relates  to  them. 

587.  Will  it  not  be  a  very  simple  remedy,  that  in  all  towns  making  returns 
to  Government,  the  returns  should  be  made  according  to  the  Imperial  measure  ? 
— In  the  first  place,  the  question  is  not  confined  to  the  towns  which  make 
returns,   there   are  many  important  towns  that  do  not  make  returns  at  all. 
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In  the  next  place,  uniformity  in  the  Imperial  measure  would  be  a  great  ad-   Mr.  M.  T.  Ban. 

vantage }  but  as  I  consider  measure  to  be  intrinsically  bad,  I  would  venture  to       

ask,  if  a  change  is  to  be   made,  why  not   make  that  change  which  would      13  May  1834. 
approach  the  nearest  to  perfection  ? 

588.  You  say,  in  some  places  they  sell  by  weight,  and  that  the  inspector  ex- 
ercises his  own  discretion  as  to  what  weight  the  Imperial  measure  shall  be  ? — 
He  does  so ;  and  it  is  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  returns  from  the  various 
inspectors,  where  it  appears  that  no  two  individuals,  amongst  all  the  inspectors 
who  have  explained  their  methods,  make  returns  according  to  the  same 
principle. 

589.  Would  not  it  involve  the  difficulty  you  were  asked  to  explain  before, 
if  there  was  a  sale  by  weight  and  measure,  that  it  would  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  inspector  what  the  weight  shall  be  taken  at  ? — The  inspector  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  weight  for  the  purposes  of  the  averages,  because  the 
returns  would  be  given  in  by  measure,  and  that  would  be  all  he  would  have  to 
consider. 

590.  You  were  understood  to  say,  that  'the  inspector  at  this  time  uses  his 
own  discretion  as  to  the  given  weight  of  a  certain  quantity,  how  much  weight 
shall  go  to  the  Imperial  bushel  ? — That  is  very  true  ;  but  it  is  prescribed  that 
measure  be  now  used  entirely,  and  the  weight  being  attached  to  that  measure, 
would  not  leave  anything  to  the  discretion  of  the  inspector,  because  being  re- 
turned in  measure  and  weight,  all  he  would  have  to  concern  himself  with  is  the 
measure. 

591.  In  your  previous  examination  you  were  asked,  do  you  conceive  that  by 
striking  the  averages  on  weight  alone,  you  would  be  more  likely  to  come  to  a  . 
certain  result,  considering  the  coarse  materials  in  country  markets  with  which 
you  would  have  to  work  the  averages,  than  by  combination  of  weight  and 
measure,  as  suggested.  Your  answer  was,  I  think  the  returns  would  be  more 
uniform  :  do  you  wish  to  correct  this  answer  or  to  add  to  it  ? — I  stated  in  my 
former  examination,  that  I  believed  the  returns  would  be  more  uniform,  and  I 
am  still  of  that  opinion  ;  but  I  dlo  not  understand  that  there  need  be  those  great 
irregularities  in  country  markets  to  occasion  any  serious  difficulty  in  forming 
the  returns  by  measure  and  weight:  my  principal  reason, for  wishing  the 
averages  to  be  determined  by  weight  is,  that  there  is  a  nearer  average  of  the 
valuable  substance.  No  doubt  it  wiu  be  some  time  before  the  farmer  will  acquire 
habits  of  perfect  accuracy  and  regularity, 

592.  It  is  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  bringing  the  farmer  to  adopt  the 
system  alone,  that  you  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  weight  and 
ineasure } — No ;  rather  because  I  conceive,  that  taking  every  consideration  into 
account,  a  combination  of  weight  and  measure  is  desirable. 

593.  In  what  com  do  you  chiefly  deal  ? — As  a  maltster,  I  deal  principally  in 
barley ;  but  as  a  speculator,  I  buy  oats  and  beans  and  wheat,  and  any  other 
description  of  com. 

594.  From  what  extent  of  country  do  you  draw  ^our  supplies  ? — My  purchases 
of  barley  are  made  principally  in  Northamptonshire,  Oxfordshire,  Lincolnshire 
and  Norfolk  ;  if  I  buy  other  descriptions  of  corn  on  speculation,  my  operations 
are  generally  carried  on  in  Liverpool  or  London. 

595.  What  do  you  find  to  be  the  average  weight  of  a  bushel  of  good,  of 
middling,  and  what  you  would  consider  inferior  wheat  ? — I  have  not  given  my 
attention  sufficiently  to  that  subject,  to  undertake  to  give  a  specific  answer  to  it ; 
I  do  not  consider  myself  a  sufficient  judge  of  the  qualities  01  wheat  to  answer  it. 

596.  What  should  you  state  as  the  result  of  the  combination  of  all  the  barley 
you  purchase  from  the  different  counties  ? — 1  buy  the  best  barley,  and  the  ave- 
rage of  what  I  buy  would  be  about  52i\hs.  the  bushel ;  that  is  a  high  weight, 
because  I  select  the  very  best  qualities ;  I  buy  merely  for  malting  for  my  own 
brewing,  not  for  sale,  and  for  that  purpose  it  answers  best  to  select  only  the 
most  superior  barleys.  My  averages  for  the  last  thr^e  years  have  been  above 
52  i  lbs* ;  I  have  had  barley  this  year  which  has  weighed  58  lbs. 

597.  Do  you  on  an  average  expect  to  get  a  heavier  weight  in  the  purchases 
you  make  in  Liverpool  than  those  you  ipake  in  London,  or  do  you  get  some 
parts  heavier  from  the  one  and  the  other,  indifferently  ? — My  purchases  in  Liver- 
pool are  principally  confined  tq  Irish  wheats ;  they  are  of  inferior  quality  to 
English.  ]f  I  bought  wheats  in  I^ondon  I  should  expect  to  get  higher  weights, 
but  I  never  did  buy  wheat  in  London. 
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Mr.  Patrick  Steady  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr  Patrick  Stead.      598.  WHERE  do  you  live  ? — I  reside  at  Yarmouth,  and  have  premises  at 
'       Yarmouth,  Beccles  and  Halesworth. 
13  May  1834.         ^gg^  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  Corn-merchant  and  Maltster. 

600.  Where  do  you  ship  corn  from  ? — From  Yarmouth,  and  from  Soutliwold 
and  Lowestoff  since  the  new  port  has  been  opened  ;  Beccles  is  also  a  port  since 
the  opening  of  the  navigation. 

601.  Is  there  much  corn  exported  from  Yarmouth  ? — There  is  more  grain 
and  flour  exported  from  Yarmouth  than  from  any  other  port  in  the  world. 

602.  Is  there  not  more  from  Dantzic  ? — According  to  Mr.  Jacob's  Report, 
.    I  find  that  the  corn  exported  from  Dantzic  is  278,210  quarters  per  annum,  and 

that  from  Yarmouth,  from  the  year  1824  to  1832,  the  yearly  average  comes  to 
339,766  quarters.  By  a  Return  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the  total  com 
shipped  coastwise  in  Great  Britain  is  3, 190,570  quarters  yearly.  In  one  parti- 
cular year,  1802,  Dantzic  exported  818,832  quarters. 

603.  To  what  parts  of  the  country  do  your  dealings  chiefly  extend  ? — Within 
a  circle  of  30  miles  round  Yarmouth,  and  15  miles  round  Halesworth  and  Beccles. 

604.  Where  do  you  ship  to  ? — To  almost  every  port  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

605.  Are  you  a  ship-owner  ? — To  a  small  extent. 

606.  From  whence  is  London  chiefly  supplied  ? — London  is  generally  supplied 
from  Essex  and  Kent,  together  with  Sufiblk  and  Norfolk,  for  wheat  and  barley, 
and  Lincolnshire,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  for  wheat,  oats,  &c. 

607.  As  far  as  you  are  acquainted,  what  are  the  practices  of  selling  com  in 
those  counties  ? — The  farmers  in  country  markets  carry  with  them  a  small  sam- 
ple of  corn,  say  a  handful,  in  a  piece  of  brown  paper,  and  of  such  the  fanner 
says  he  has  got  so  many  quarters,  and  names  his  price.  The  price  being  agreed 
on  between  the  farmer  and  the  merchant,  the  way  is  to  take  a  small  piece  of 
paper,  and  with  a  pencil  mark  the  farmer's  name  upon  it,  the  quantity,  the 
price,  and  where  it  is  to  be  delivered :  that  paper,  I  tell  all  the  farmers,  must 
remain  as  a  market  note  for  the  settlement,  in  case  of  any  dispute  ;  and  it  is 
written  in  their  presence  legibly,  so  that  they  may  understand  it. 

608.  Do  you  think  that  other  persons  adopt  the  same  plan  ? — In  effect  they 
do ;  if  not  with  a  piece  of  paper,  they  mark  it  with  Jnk  on  the  back  of  the  sam- 
ple.    That  is  the  general  practice  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

609.  The  general  practice  as  between  a  buyer  and  a  seller  is,  that  a  memo- 
randum shall  pass  between  the  two  parties? — ^That  memorandum  I  have  men- 
tioned is  not  mutual,  there  is  only  one  j  it  is  done  by  the  merchant ;  it  passes  in 
the  presence  of  the  farmer  into  the,  possession  of  the  merchant,  and  remains 
with  the  sample  till  the  bulk  is  delivered. 

610.  It  is  a  kind  of  mutual  acknowledgment? — Yes. 

611.  That  is  general  in  the  places  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ?— Yes, 
it  is. 

612.  Are  hoymen  much  employed? — At  Yarmouth  there  are  a  good  many 
employed  to  fetch  the  corn  out  of  the  northern  part  of  Norfolk,  called  the 
North  river :  there  are  a  few  on  the  Beccles  river,  but  not  many. 

613.  Are  they  employed  in  bringing  samples  or  corn  ? — They  bring  the  bulk 
of  the  corn  most  generally  in  sacks,  sometimes  in  bulk.  These  sacks  are 
exhibited  at  what  we  call  the  North  Quay  or  corn  market,  on  the  Wednesday 
or  the  Saturday  morning  before  breakfast,  and  sold  there.  When  they  are  in 
sacks  we  very  often  notice  a  great  many  different  qualities. 

614.  What  is  the  average  quantity  of  corn  sold  by  farmers  at  the  market?— 
A  farmer's  sale  is  generally  from  20  to  30  coombs  as  one  load,  or  40  to  50,  as 
two  loads  ;  sometimes  more. 

615.  What  is  the  average  quantity  of  a  sample  brought  to  market? — Gene 
rally  a  large  handful,  or  from  that  to  two  handfuls  of  corn. 

016.  Is  there  much  difference  in  the  expense  of  weighing  and  measuring?— 
I  should  say,  in  our  trade  the  expense  would  be  about  the  same ;  and  as  the 
corn  is  purchased  in  the  interior  principally,  and  shipped  at  Yarmouth,  that  the 
facility  would  be  greater  by  weight  than  by  measure,  because  every  sack  would 
contain  an  exact  weight  of  corn,  and  the  meter,  instead  of  remeasuring  the 
corn^  as  he  now  does,  by  the  tedious  process  of  emptying  the  sack  into  a  bushel, 
he  would  have  the  opportunity  of  placing  the  sack  upon  a  scale  and  ascertain- 
ing its  accuracy  at  once  :  the  weight  being  always  one  weight,  at  once  it  would 
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show  whether  the  sack  was  weight  or  not  weight ;  and  as  the  greater  bulk  of  Mr.  P^uriei  Stead. 

the  com  at  Yarmouth  is  shipped  from  wherries  (I  suppose  more  than  nine-      

tenths  of  it),  that  corn  would  come  down  in  sacks,  it  would  be  hoisted  on  deck  13  May  1834. 
and  lodged  upon  a  cask  ;  if  weighed  it  would  be  lodged  upon  a  pnachine, 
and  the  weight  would  be  immediately  shown  from  the  scale  upon  the  rope 
which  hoisted  it  on  board ;  and  every  sack  in  that  case  would  be  weighed  sepa- 
rately, whilst  at  present  one  in  ten  sacks  only  is  remeasured,  and  that  with 
much  greater  trouble. 

617.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  beam  and  scale  such  as  that  described? — I 
inquired  yesterday  opposite  the  East  India  House,  of  Vandome,  who  makes  for 
the  Custom-bouse.     He  says  that  beams  cost  3/.  10^,  with  the  boards  attached. 

61 8.  Will  such  a  scale  and  beam  as  you  have  described  weigh  with  accuracy  ? 
— H^  told  me  it  would  weigh  within  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  weighing  two  cwt. 

619.  Is  it  liable  to  get  out  of  repair? — That  description  of  scale  is  not. 
What  is  termed  patent  scales  are  not  so  accurate,  as  they  have  more  centres 
attached  on  which  they  move. 

620.  Are  there  any  other  kind  of  scales? — I  have  had  one  of  Medhurst*^ 
patent  scales  for  15  years,  and  have  found  that  scale  to  weigh  three  cwt.  with  half 
an  ounce  turning  it. 

621.  What  kmd  of  scale  do  you  prefer? — I  should  prefer  Medhurst's  on 
board  ship,  for  the  convenience  of  it ;  but  for  other  purposes  either  would  do. 

622.  What  is  the  cost  of  Medhurst's  scale,  with  a  set  of  weights? — The 
present  price  of  such  scales  is  about  4  /.  j  a  set  of  weights  1  /.  to  2/. 

623.  Are  Medhurst's  as  accurate  as  the  other? — The  one  I  have  of  Med- 
hurst's  is  as  accurate  as  it  can  be ;  the  principle  of  Vandome's  certainly  leads 
to  accuracy,  because  there  are  fewer  centres. 

624.  Vandome's  is  the  less  expensive  as  well  as  the  most  accurate  ? — Ye^^ 
it  is. 

625.  Which  do  you  think  for  common  purposes  is  the  best  ? — I  should  say» 
for  farmei^'s  purposes  the  common  beam  Vandomes  :  although  I  call  them  Van- 
domes,  the  other  scalemakers  make  them. 

626.  Will  you  describe  the  two? — The  common  beam,  or  Vandome's,  is  a  bar 
of  iron  suspended  at  the  centre  by  two  pivots,  and  to  each  end  there  is  a  hook 
for  the  purpose  of  suspending  the  ropes  and  boards.  Medhurst's  patent  scales 
are  in  the  shape  of  a  double  table,  or  a  table  cut  in  the  middle,  tour  feet  long 
and  two  feet  wide  ;  the  one  side  is  the  board  for  the  weights,  the  other  side  is 
the  board  for  the  sack,  with  a  rest  at  the  back  like  the  back  of  a  chair,  for  the 
sack  to  rest  upon.  Another  of  the  same  kind  of  scales  has  a  lower  board, 
which  is  within  three  inches  of  the  floor,  hung  by  an  iron  from  the  upper  boards 
and  prelecting  to  receive  sacks  from  a  truck  or  barrow,  when  the  sacks  are 
wheeled  along  the  floor.  The  upper  scale  or  board  is  for  receiving  the  sack 
from  off  a  man's  back,  or  from  the  tackle  of  a  ship. 

627.  Do  Vandome  and  Medhurst  make  measures  as  well  as  scales  ? — I  saw 
measures  in  Vandome's  shop. 

628.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  price  of  a  set  of  measures? — I  pay  for  what 
is  termed  the  drum  or  knee  bushel  18^. ;  for  the  Imperial  or  flat  bushel  I  pay 

629.  Do  you  use  any  other  measures? — None. 

630.  What  is  the  reason  you  use  two  kinds  of  measures,  drum  as  well  as 
Imperial  ? — In  our  country  trade  the  Imperial  flat  bushel  is  extremely  incon- 
venient ;  it  takes  three  men  to  work  it,  whilst  the  other  (the  drum)  tikes  but 
one.     The  bushels  I  use  are  all  stamped  by  the  City  of  London. 

631.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  proportion  between  tbe  drum  and  the  Imperial 
bushel  ?-7*They  are  precisely  the  same  in  their  cubical  contents,  but  we  have 
had  a  small  variation  between  the  two  in  measuring  oats.  There  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  mode  of  measurement,  which  is  a  matter  we  have  always  had 
rea^oa  to  complain  of. 

632.  What  is  the  greatest  difference  that  a  skilful  and  an  unskilful  measurer 
will  make  in  a  bushel  of  cprp } — One  per  cent. :  a  very  unskilful  measurer 
might  go  even  further,  but  one  per  cent,  certainly. 

633.  How  much  would  it  be  in  a  bushel  ? — About  half  a  pound. 

634.  Do  you  suppose  weights  are  less  liable  to  get  out  of  repair  than 
measures?— Much  less  liable. 

635.  Will  you  expUin  that?-^Both  the  measures  are  made  of  wood,  and  the 
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Mr.  PMifiek  Sttad.  atmosphere  will  have  an  effect  upon  them  j  besides  they  are  much  more  liable 
.  to  injury  from  a  blow,  and  subject  to  wear  on  the  upper  rim. 

13  May  1834.  ^^6.  Are  not  weights  liable  to  rust? — We  have  not  found  that,  as  they  are 
kept  under  cover,  and  I  keep  them  painted.  We  occasionally  send  the 
measures  to  the  town-house  to  have  them  regulated.  The  corporation  meters 
are  obliged  to  go  up  to  the  town-house  also  every  month  to  prove  theirs,  and 
they  are  frequently  altered ;  but  where  difference  mostly  arises  in  measure,  is 
from  the  mode  of  measurement  We  adopt  the  same  mode  in  Yarmouth  as  thej 
have  in  London :  all  our  meters  are  sworn  corporation  meters.  The  meter  has 
a  large  hollow  scoop ;  he  stands  at  the  top  of  the  bulk  amongst  the  com,  the 
bushel  being  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  run  of  the  corn  ;  one  man  stands  at 
each  side  of  the  bushel ;  the  man  at  the  right-hand  side  has  a  roller  in  his  hand, 
and  those  two  meu  turn  the  bushel  obliquely  to  the  heap  of  the  com,  whilst 
the  meter  with  one  fill  of  his  scoop  fills  the  bushel ;  the  bushel  then  is  gently  let 
down,  and  at  times  the  men  may  give  it  a  shake,  and  cause  a  difference  of 
nearly  one  per  cent,  by  that  means.  When  it  becomes  nearly  level,  the  round- 
strike  is  passed  over  it.  It  used  to  be  the  custom  to  pass  the  strike  twice  over, 
until  the  merchant  objected  to  this  mode  ;  it  is  now  passed  only  once  over,  and 
still  we  find  that  the  measure  is  nearly  one  per  cent,  less  than  Ipswich  or  Lynn, 
where  the  mode  of  measurement  is  different.  At  Ipswich  and  Lynn  the 
bushel  is  placed  stedfastly  upon  the  floor  or  com,  then  there  are  two  men  to 
fill  it,  each  with  a  scoop  at  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  bushel ;  the  left-hand  man 
fills  the  first,  the  right-hand  man  the  second  scoopful,  the  left-hand  man  the 
third,  and  the  right-hand  man  strikes  the  bushel ;  I  therefore  conceive  that  the 
bushel  becomes  heavier  and  more  compact  by  that  mode  of  measurement,  and 
it  creates  a  difference,  arising  from  the  successive  measures  that  the  bushel  gets, 
and  the  time  that  elapses  during  the  process;  whilst,  in  consequence  of  the 
rapidity  of  filling  the  bushel  at  London  and  Yarmouth,  I  conceive  the  bushel 
cannot  hold  so  much.  It  would  be  most  desirable  to  have  one  uniform  mode 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  this  seems  indispensable. 

637.  What  are  the  evils  of  the  present  system  which  are  so  great  as  to  make 
you  desire  any  change  ? — The  present  inequality  that  arises  from  the  difference 
of  the  mode  of  measuring,  and  the  innumerable  <lifferences  of  all  descriptions 
of  weight  and  measures  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

638.  Do  you  suppose  these  inconvem'ences  are  severely  felt  by  any  particular 
class  ? — It  naturally  gives  a  preference  of  trade  to  a  port  where  the  measure  is 
the  best.  It  would  naturally  induce  a  purchaser  of  corn  to  go  to  a  port  where 
he  could  get  the  largest  measure;  and  the  differences  cause  unintelligible 
quotations  throughout  the  kingdom. 

639.  Do  you  suppose  com  can  be  measured  more  correctly,  or  weighed  more 
correctly? — My  decided  opinion  is,  that  corn  can  be  weighed  much  more  correctly. 

640.  What  weight  is  necessary  to  turn  the  scale? — With  a  weight  of  S40lbs. 
(which  is  the  weight  of  a  sack),  according  to  Mr.  Vandome's  account,  a  quarter 
of  an  ounce  would  do  it,  and  I  believe  that  to  be  so. 

641.  What  would  be  requisite  with  a  weight  of  60 lbs.? — A  firactional  part 
less. 

642.  Do  you  consider  measure  as  true  as  weight? — It  is  not  so  correct  as 
weight  for  determining  the  quantity. 

643.  Who  puts  up  the  corn  for  the  farmer? — Each  farmer  has  a  man  gene- 
rally who  puts  up  all  his  corn,  and  some  fanners  put  it  up  themselves. 

644.  What  do  they  call  them  ? — They  give  them  no  particular  name,  a  kind 
of  foreman. 

645.  Who  delivers  the  com?— The  team-men,  common  labourers. 

646.  At  what  rate  are  they  paid  ? — They  are  paid  as  common  labourers^  about 
18  d.  a  day. 

647.  In  case  of  a  dispute  arising,  who  measures  the  com? — ^The  merchant's 
granary-men  measure  the  com  in  the  first  instance  on  delivery,  and  if  they 
cannot  make  it  measure,  they  request  the  team-men  to  measure  it. 

648.  They  become  a  species  of  agent  to  the  farmer  ? — They  do. 

649.  Do  you  think  they  are  competent  to  measure  the  com  ? — I  do  not  think 
one  in  ten  is  competent  to  measure  it. 

650.  Is  com  often  mixed  on  being  shipped  ? — It  is  generally  mixed  one  qua- 
lity  with  one  quality,  and  another  quality  with  another  quality ;  the  different 
loads  of  the  same  quality  are  mixed  together  to  make  it  an  equal  shipnient  in 
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deKvery :  in  short,  like  qualities  as  received  from  the  farmers,  are  usually   Mi.  Patrick  su^ 
mixed  together  to  make  a  uniform  cargo.  

65 1.  What  is  the  use  of  mixing  the  corn  ? — It  is  to  make  it  an  even  bulk  on      13  May  1834. 
board  the  ship,  because  if  one  part  of  the  ship  load  be  inferior  to  the  other,  par- 
ticularly in  coming  to  London,  it  would  be  objected  to;  and  I  believe  shippers 

always  contract  to  put  free  on  board  so  niany  quarters  to  weigh  so  much  per 
bushel ;  we  must  take  care  that  that  weight  per  oushel  is  maintained  through* 
out  the  shipment. 

652.  Will  not  there  frequently  be  a  difference  of  weight  per  measure  in  a 
granary,  between  the  different  samples  so  collected  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

^53*  Are  bargains  ever  thrown  up  in  consequence  of  that  mode  of  mixing? 
— If  care  is  not  taken  to  make  it  an  even  sample,  they  are  thrown  up  frequently, 

654.  That  has  been  the  case  within  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

655.  Can  you  instance  any  case  in  which  that  has  occurred  ? — I  am  so  very 
earful  of  making  good  weight,  I  have  had  very  rare  instances ;  but  I  know 
that  instances  have  arisen  of  disputes,  and  even  law-suits,  in  consequence. 

656.  Which  mode  of  dealing  should  you  prefer,  by  measure  alone,  by  weight 
alone,  or  by  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — I  consider  that  in  Norfolk  in 
good  years  the  weight  alone  comes  very  nearly  to  the  same  test  as  weight  and 
measure  combined ;  but  in  bad  years,  where  the  variation  of  quality  is  con- 
siderable, the  weight  and  measure  are  of  great  importance.  In  other  districts, 
where  the  quality  of  the  grain  is  more  variable,  it  will  be  even  of  greater 
importance. 

657.  Will  you  explain  why,  in  bad  seasons,  the  additional  test  of  weight  with 
measure  is  more  necessary  ? — Because  the  variation  of  the  weight,  and  of  course 
the  intrinsic  value  per  bushel,  is  much  greater  in  bad  seasons ;  say  from  40  to 
60  lbs.  per  bushel  of  wheat. 

658.  Is  it  not  equally  so  in  very  good  seasons  ? — No,  because  in  good  seasons 
there  is  not  that  range  of  weights,  and  of  course  of  quality  :  our  runs  are  this 
year  from  60  to  64  lbs.  to  a  bushel. 

659.  Do  you  think  that  weight  and  measure  would  lessen  the  number  of  dis- 
putes with  the  farmers? — I  think  that  weight  and  measure  would  be  of  great 
importance  to  lessen  disputes,  because  it  would  be  a  description  of  the  quality, 
more  particularly  in  bad  seasons. 

660.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  be  practised  by  inexperienced 
persons  ? — Certainly,  if  you  add  weight  to  measure,  or  measure  to  weight,  you 
lessen  the  judgment  necessary  in  the  purchase. 

661.  Do  you  think  that  the  practice  of  weighing  and  measuring  together 
would  be  more  difficult  for  unskilful  and  inexperienced  persons  than  either 
measure  or  weight  alone  ? — An  unskilful  person  would  be  more  sure  to  pur- 
chase by  weight  and  measure  than  by  weight  or  measure  alone. 

662.  Take  100  lbs.  of  wheat  of  one  quality,  it  is  not  of  the  same  value  as 
100  lbs.  of  another  quality  of  wheat? — No;  in  general,  whenever  wheat  comes 
to  58  lbs.  a  bushel  or  upwards,  whatever  you  get  above  that  you  get  in  flour ; 
therefore  wheat  of  58  lbs.  and  upwards  is  more  valuable  than  wheat  under 
that  weight. 

663.  In  the  transit  of  com  which  do  you  prefer  ? — I  think  that  weight  is  the 
truest  check  for  the  transit  of  corn,  most  certainly. 

664.  Why  so  r-^-Because  no  two  men  will  measure  alike^  and  I  think  that 
any  two  persons  may  weigh  alike,  because  the  beam  indicates  tlie  accuracy. 

665.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  great  protection  to  farmers  to  use  weight  ? — 
To  those  farmers  who  put  their  com  in  granary,  and  weigh  it  from  the  eranary, 
it  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  them  to  know  that  they  delivered  out  ue  same 
weight  they  put  in.  I  understand  that  farmers  complain,  when  they  put  their 
com  into  granaries,  they  lose  by  robbery. 

666.  Do  you  not  conceive  in  weight  over^  measure  the  farmer  has  a  greater 
check  upon  his  servant,  when  an  unskilful  man  may  measure  more  or  less? — 
Undoubtedly ;  because  an  unskilful  man  cannot  measure  nearly  so  correctly  as 
he  can  weigh,  and  may  be  employed  as  an  excuse  to  cover  a  deficiency. 

667.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  mode  of  transit  in  Kent  and  Essex  ? — I  be- 
lieve that  Kent  and  Essex  farmers  send  up  their  corn  to  London  for  sale,  some- 
times in  sacks,  and  sometimes  in  bulk  on  board  of  craft,  and  the  wherrymen  or 
hoymen  sell  it  for  them  in  Mack-lane,  as  Kent  and  Essex  runs. 

668.  What  are  called  runs  ? — Quantities  of  ferjners*  corn  are  called  the  Kent 
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Mr.  Pairick  Stead,  and  Essex  ruHs,  in  the  London  market.    They  send  up  the  butt:,  and  a  sample 

comes  to  market. 

13  May  1834.  5gg^  Do  the  hoy  men  always  return  a  fair  proportion  to  the  fanner,  according 
to  the  weight  of  the  com  they  receive  ? — I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  fact  to  answer  that  question  precisely,  but  I  have  heard  vaiious  persons  say 
that  it  is  impossible  to  return  it  fairly ;  that  is,  if  a  farmer  ships  10  quarters  of 
wheat,  63  lbs.  a  bushel,' and  another  farmer  ships  11  quarters  at  01  J  lbs.  a  bushel, 
and  another  farmer  ships  15  quarters  at  60  lbs.  a  bushel,  they  are  generally  sold 
at  one  price,  and  it  must  be  ati  extremely  difficult  matter  to  allot  the  exact  pro- 
portions to  each  individual  farmer  out  of  the  run. 

670*  In  a  shipment  of  com  from  Kent  and  Essex  to  London,  the  same  ship 
frequently  contains  quantities  of  com  belonging  to  different  farmers  ? — Yes,  they 
send  it  up  in  that  manner. 

671.  Are  they  all  mixed  together,  or  separated  ? — I  imagine  th^  are  all  sepsu 
rated.  I  am  quite  clear  that  if  the  sale  was  by  weight,  a  division  of  the  proceeds 
could  be  made  much  fairer  to  the  farmers. 

672.  Are  you  aware  of  any  particular  cases  of  loss  to  the  fanners  by  hoy- 
men  ? — I  am  not,  within  my  own  knowledge.  I  have  heard,  as  all  the  com 
market  have  heard,  that  long  ago  there  were  frequently  complaints. 

673.  Do  you  think  those  losses  ever  occur  at  present? — It  must  be  a  mere 
conjecture. 

674.  With  respect  to  Kent  and  Essex,  you  are  not  so  well  acquainted?— iSo. 

675.  Did  you  never  know  of  any  cases  where  the  farmer  sustained  loss  by 
the  hoymen,  where  the  hoymen  have  sold  wheat  at  its  true  value,  and  divided 
the  proceeds  among  themselves  ? — I  never  heard  of  cases ;  I  only  think  that  by 
measure  it  is  impossible  that  the  hoymen  can  deliver  out  the  proceeds  fairly; 
and  that  is  founded  upon  the  difficulty  of  doing  it,  unless  you  cometofractioDsd 
parts  of  a  penny.  The  gentlemen  in  London  know  all  those  things  hr  better 
than  I  do. 

676.  You  think  it  better  that  com  should  be  sold  by  weight  ? — I  see  no 
more  difficulty  in  delivering  com  by  weight,  and  keeping  a  dieck  upon  the 
quantity  of  com  in  any  one's  possession,  any  more  than  the  banker  at  Berho 
has  in  delivering  his  bullion  out  by  weight  to  pay  his  bills,  and  keeping  a  check 
against  that  weight.  There  may  be  a  trifling  difference  from  the  in-leak  or 
evaporation  of  the  corn,  but  that  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  so  great  as  the 
breakage  and  short-coming  of  the  measure. 

677.  Have  you  ever  been  exposed  to  fraud  by  the  granary-men  and  water- 
men ? — By  watermen  we  are  continually  exposed  to  frauds,  and  we  find  it 
most  difficult  to  protect  the  property  entmsted  to  their  care.  I  first  com- 
inepced  by  using  patent  locks  15  years  agp,  and  as  I  found  they  were  pidced, 
I  have  employed  better  locks ;  and  as  I  found  they  were  also  picked,  I  then 
obtained  Chubb's  locks,  and  I  suppose  I  paid  to  Chubb  not  less  than  80/.  for 
locks,  with  a  view  of  securing  the  property  that  I  had  in  different  situationSi 
I  f<Hind  that  a  boy  could  pick  the  locks  by  means  of  a  horse-hair,  and 
another  person  could  pick  them  by  holding  it  up  to  the  sun,  and  by  the  rays 
of  the  sun  could  discover  how  the  lock  could  be  opened. 

678.  What  did  ChubWs  locks  cost  you? — The  padlocks  cost  from  20s.  to 
25  s.  a  piece,  and  the  granary  locks  from  SO  5.  to  40  s.  There  was  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Mills,  a  wherryman,  who  had  been  a  great  many  years  in  a  wherry, 
and  he  was  detected  and  transported  for  having  received  stolen  com  out  of  a 
wherry  belonging  to  Aylesham  ;  and  when  he  was  in  the  hulks,  the  Aylesham 
wherryman  wrote  word  to  his  employer  that  Mills  was  the  robb^,  and  that  if  I 
would  examine  the  wherry  I  should  find  a  certain  bolt  there,  that  I  had  caused 
to  be  clenched,  as  the  smiths  term  it,  that  he  had  taken  the  clink  ofi^  and 
replaced  a  screw-nut,  and  by  means  of  removing  that  screw-nut  when  be  got 
a^ay  out  of  our  sight,  he  obtained  the  means  of  getting  into  the  wherry ;  there 
lie  used  to  rob  it.  When  I  came  to  examine  this  I  found  it  to  be  the  case; 
and  1  found  that  accounted  for  the  robberies  that  had  taken  place. 

679.  What  advantage  shall  you  derive  by  weighing  your  corn,  over  the  mea- 
suring your  com,  so  as  to  prevent  frauds? — Because  a  sack  which  contains 
240lbs.,  I  can  detect  by  the  beam  whether  there  is  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  taken 
out  of  it,  and  that  will  be  direct  evidence  to  me  that  the  com  has  been  robbed; 
if  it  was  measured  we  cannot  go  to  such  a  nicety,  and  it  is  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  measure  every  sack  of  corn  than  it  is  to  weigh  every  sack  of  com ;  and 
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it  is  not  the  practice  to  measure  every  sack  of  corn,  but  it  could  be  the  practice  Mr.  Putrkk  Stead. 
to  weigh  every  sack  of  corn.  , 

680.  Have  not  you  the  power  of  weighing  your  corn  now? — We  have;  but      i3  May  1834. 
if  1  wish  a  quantity  of  corn  at  Beccles  to  be  transhipped  at  Yarmouth^  I  ship  it 

in  the  way  in  which  I  am  going  to  be  paid  for  it  by  the  bushel ;  if  I  was  to 
weigh  that  corn,  supposing  100  quarters,  I  should  require  to  number  all  the 
900  sacks.  Every  number  I  must  put  down  in  a  specincation,  and  opposite  tp 
each  number  I  must  put  down  the  respective  weights  in  pounds  and  fractional 
parts  of  every  one ;  that  would  be  a  great  interruption  to  business,  and  great 
additional  labour ;  and  when  it  comes  to  Yarmouth  £^ain,  the  specification  which 
must  accompany  the  boat,  must  be  examined  by  the  clerk  with  the  bulk. 
Each  of  the  sacks  do  not  weigh  alike,  and  there  would  be  a  continual  change 
of  weights  upon  the  scales,  and  reference  to  the  specification,  as  every  sack 
passed  the  scale,  from  the  difference  that  occurs  in  the  weight  of  the  corn.  If 
you  had  a  similar  weight  in  each  sack,  those  weights  never  would  require  to  be 
altered,  and  the  clerk  would  have  no  specification  to  compare ;  nothing  more  to 
do  than  to  stand  and  see  the  weight  upon  the  scale,  and  put  it  down  into  the 
hold. 

681.  You  think  that  measure  coupled  with  weight  is  useful  as  a  test? — Use^ 
ful  as  a  test  of  quality. 

682.  If  weight  alone  is  used,  what  system  would  you  recommend? — I  should 
prefer  to  see  the  decimal  system  applied. 


Veneris^  iGf"  die  Maii^  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Patrick  Stead,  again  called  in;  and  Examined. 

683.  HAVE  you  brought  with  you  drawings  of  the  different  weighing  ma-  Mr.  Patrkk  Stead. 
chines  alluded  to  in  your  former  evidence  ? — I  have.  — — — 

[The  Witness  produced  the  same.]  ^^  May  ^®34. 

684.  If  weight  were  used,  what  system  would  you  recommend? — I  would 
recommend  the  same  system  as  is  now  adopted  for  the  weighing  of  coals  in  the 
port  of  London,  which  is  this  :  the  beams  and  weights  stand  on  deck,  and  the 
scale  into  which  the  coals  are  put  is  in  the  form  of  a  triangle,  acting  as  a  shoot 
to  put  the  coals  over  the  side  of  the  ship  into  the  lighter  ;  and  I  think,  on  con- 
sulting with  Mr.  Thomas  Gillespy,  secretary  to  the  coal-meters*  office,  Who 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  alteration  of  the  mode  of  weighing  coals,  it  appears 
that  we  could  apply  that  shoot  for  the  purpose  of  filling  a  sack,  or  of  shooting 
com  into  the  lighter.  In  Ireland,  I  believe  the  weighing  in  granaries  is  con-  . 
ducted  in  a  very  simple  way  :  the  grain  lies  on  the  upper  floor ;  there  is  a  hole 
in  the  floor,  with  a  shoot  over  the  weighing  tackle,  and  the  weigher  regulates 
the  shoot  by  his  left-hand;  at  his  right-hand  stands  a  box  with  similar  corn;  by 
means  of  a  small  shopkeeper's  scoop,  he  employs  part  of  that  corn,  in  case  of 
need,  to  regulate  the  weight  exactly.  When  the  weight  is  completed,  the 
bottom  of  the  barrel  or  scale  goes  with  a  trigger,  and  empties  itself  into  a  sack 
placed  beneath,  which  sack  is  then  wheeled  away  to  a  convenient  place. 

685.  Do  you  speak  of  that  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  it. 

686.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  is  extensively  used  in  Ireland  ? — I  believe 
not ;  I  believe  the  beam  is  more  generally  used. 

687.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  is  the  system  you  would  recom- 
mend?— That  is  one  system;  there  are  many  very  convenient  systems  which 
migjit  be  adopted. 

688.  What  is  the  largest-sized  sack  in  which  you  have  ktiown  corn  to  be  sent 
to  market? — In  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  invariably  four  bushels. 

689.  Could  such  a  sack  be  put  into  a  scale  ? — Very  easily. 

690.  Would  not  two  cwt.  be  as  much  as  two  men  could  lift  from  the  scale 
or  floor? — One  man  lifts  a  sack  of  2  J  cwt.  of  wheat  with  perfect  ease, , and  walks 
with  it  into  any  granary  we  have. 

0.36.  H  4  691.  Such 
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Mr.  Patrick  Stead.      69 1.  Such  a  sack  would  be  fully  as  much  as  could  be  weighed  conveuiently 

*—       in  one  draft,  or  as  could  be  measured  conveniently  in  one  draft? — Yes.   I  bad 

16  May  1834.  600  sacks  sent  from  Manchester  to  Yarmouth  to  be  filled  with  malt  last  winter; 
they  held  six  bushels.  I  believe  malt  sacks  of  that  size  are  emj^oyed  in  Man- 
chester.    The  weight  is  230lbs.  to  260  lbs. 

692.  Are  you  aware,  that  when  it  is  the  custcnn  to  sell  by  weight,  there  is  a 
certain  draft  allowed  for  the  bags,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  discharge  the 
grain  for  the  purpose  of  weighing  them? — We  can  generally  reckon  within  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  the  weight  of  a  bag.  I  make  a  practice  to  weigh  one  or 
two  bags  out  of  every  waggon-load  of  corn ;  and  we  make  an  allowance  by  the 
Sight  of  our  eye  for  the  bag. 

693.  The  person  who  acts  in  the  situation  of  weighmaster  in  the  market 
where  com  is  usually  sold  by  weight,  would  tell  very  nearly  the  weight  of  the 
sack  in  which  the  corn  is  contained,  would  he  not  ? — Yes,  within  a  few  ounces 

694.  Would  you  recommend  the  use  of  the  spring  weighing  machines?— 
Their  accuracy  cannot  be  depended  upon  at  all  times,  they  are  sometimes  out 
of  order ;  I  have  used  them  myself,  and  they  have  gone  out  of  order. 

695.  Is  there  no  facility  for  regulating  them  when  they  get  out  of  order?— 
There  is  a  screw,  and  directions  are  sent  with  the  machine  to  regulate  it,  but 
we  never  find  it  so  effectual  as  to  answer  the  end :  for  purposes  of  rough 
weights  they  may  be  looked  to,  but  not  for  correct  weights. 

696.  Do  you  think  that  the  weighing  machines  which  are  set  upon  the 
ground,  ana  which  would  weigh  one  ton  and  upwards,  are  to  be  sufficiently 
d^ended  upon  for  the  weight  of  corn? — Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  am  not  able 
to  answer  that  question. 

697.  Do  you  consider  that  merchants  and  farmers  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
would  prefer  weight  to  measure  ? — Last  Saturday  I  made  a  point  of  going  to 
Norwich  market  (which  is  the  largest  market  in  the  kingdom  for  the  sale  of 
farmers'  corn)  to  inquire ;  they  seemed  all  to  approve  of  weight,  and  I  inquired 
of  several  of  the  large  growers  there,  who  likewise  approved  of  weight;  they 
considered  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  otow  good  com,  and  to  dress  that 
corn  well.  The  merchants  considered  it  would  be  a  great  protection,  which  we 
are  very  much  in  want  of,  for  property  upon  our  rivers,  as  all  have  experienced 
heavy  losses  from  depredations  on  board  craft.  All  the  merchants  expressed 
a  most  anxious  desire  that  a  uniform  and  compulsory  measure  should  be  adopted 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  many  of  them  considered  buying  and  selling 
Corn  by  weight  would  lessen  the  number  of  disputes  that  now  frequently  occur. 

698.  If  measure  were  made  universal,  would  there  be  any  objection  ? — I  be- 
lieve there  would  be  a  very  strong  objection  in  Yorkshire  and  in  Lancashire, 
and  anywhere  where  weight  is  established.  I  have  a  letter  I  received  this 
morning,  quite  decisive  upon  that  point ;  it  is  dated  from  Leeds  the  Hth  of  Maj* 
It  saySt 

We  have  your  esteemed  of  the  13th,  and  in  answer,  we  are  of  an  opinion,  not  alone,  but 
supported  by  numbers  of  highly  respectable  individuals,  that  the  weigning  of  com  from  the 
grower  to  the  consumer  is  decidedly  the  most  equitable.  The  weigning  of  com  does  not 
in  any  way  supersede  judgment  of  its  real  value.  No  marketMp  the  kingdom  where  a 
greater  variety  of  grain  is  shown  than  this  and  Wakefield,  and  no  finer  discrimination  used, 
and  its  value  cleany  ascertained,  thoueh  all  is  sold  by  weight,  even  barley :  and  should  we 
have  only  a  mere  test-trial,  we  should  always  be  in  dispute,  and  the  bulks  liable  to  be 
refused  upon  slight  pretence,  vthich  seldom  occurs  in  our  usual  mode.  And  the  geneni 
practice  of  weigning  is  a  complete  check  to  all  fraud  or  robbery  by  the  captains  iu  riTen 
and  canals ;  so  much  so,  that  the  Boston,  Wisbeach  and  Lynn  merchants  ship  all  by 
weight,  and  bind  the  captains  to  deliver  within  four  bushels  or  pay  for  it ;  and  we  now  find 
very  little  decrease,  which  some  years  was  serious  in  loss,  and  most  heavy  complaints ;  bat 
liow  we  have  seldom  any  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  The  general  bulk  of  grain  is  sold  by 
weight  in  this  county,  and  there  is  little  or  any  additional  expense  betwixt  weighing  and 
measuring;  and  a  man  will  easily  weigh  250  quarters  of  com  per  day.  We  can  weighs 
cargo  of  com  fnto  warehouse,  and  defiver  the  same,  in  14  days,  and  no  decrease;  and  if 
measured  would  decrease  four  to  six  bushels.  Our  weighing-machines  will  turn  with  i  os. 
but  say  1  oz.  generally.  No  system  in  our  opinion  will  ever  work  here  but  the  weighing 
pne  ;  and  the  utmost  regularity  is  pursued  ;  we  feel  convinced  it  is  the  most  just  and  proper 
l^ethod  for  all  parties,  and  sincerely  hope  and  trust  this  Bill  will  be  carried  into  effect,  ZA 
yye  fee)  conriqced  it  wiU  h^  pf  ui^vef^a|  service  to  all  parties  concerned  in  the  corn  traded 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

flngland  8f  Skelion. 

dc)^.  Have 
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699.  Have  you  any  further  remark  to  make  on  raetager — The  law  ought  to  Mr,  Patrick  Stead, 
require   magistrates   at    quarter  sessions  to  appoint  every  year  a  sufficient       -        *  ■     • 
number  of  corn-metei*s  in  every  market  town,  upon  a  certificate  signed  by  the      ^^  ^^y  "^34. 
sellers  and  buyers  in  that  market,  recommending  proper  and  fit  persons  ;  and  a 
law  should  lay  down  rules  that  a  round  strike  should  be  used,  a  certain  mode 
of  filling  the  bushel,  and  of  striking  it  only  when  placed  quite  level.     The 
metage  in  London,  as  shippers  of  corn,  we  have  reason  to  complain  of,  parti- 
cularly in  the  article  of  malt,  of  which  I  make  16,000  quarters  a  year ;  the  > 
greater  bulk  goes  to  London ;  I  make  a  considerable  quantity  for  London 
brewers'  account     The  barley  is  bought  in  the  country,  and  paid  for  by  them  ;, 
they  pay  me  so  much  per  quarter,  and  the  malt  is  used  by  them  in  their  own 
breweries  in  London  :  when  it  comes  to  London,  of  course  it  does  not  change 
hands,  but  still  it  must  be  all  measured  over ;  the  charge  the  city  of  London . 
makes  upon  that  measurement  is  3^.  4|  J.  a  last  of  10  quarters,  which,  on 
16,000  quarters  malt,  is  270 /.  a  year.     By  this  vexatious  and  expensive  ope- 
ration, we  experience  a  breakage  or  pilferage  of  about  three  per  cent ;  100 
quarters  measured  from  the  malt-house,  turns  out  only  about  97  quarters  at. 
London ;  therefore  16,000  quarters   turns  out  about  480  quarters  short  in 
London,  at  60  s.  per  quarter  is  1,440  /.     Malt  from  Hertfordshire  comes  by. 
canal  in  sacks,  and  it  is  not  subject  to  the  intrusion  of  the  city  of  London  ; 
consequently  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  farmer  does  not  get  paid  so  much  for  his 
barley  as  the  Hertfordshire  farmer.     The  corporation  of  Great  Yarmouth  claim 
certain  tolls,  and  the  sale  of  meters'  places  for  coals,  &c. ;  but  we  have  lately 
discovered  that,  in  respect  thereof,  they  are  bound  to  maintain  the  haven  and 
piers,  which  in  modern  times  have  been  maintained  by  taxes  on  trade  ;  a  Bill 
to  continue  the  same  was  sought  for  this  session  of  Parliament,  and  it  was 
thrown  out  because  the  corporation  would  not  relinquish  those  tolls.     I  query 
whether  the  city  of  London  may  not  be  bound  to  perform  some  benefits  to  the 

nblic  for  their  tolls.  I  have  taken  from  a  paper  the  annual  importations  into 
ndon  of  all  grain,  and  find  that  there  is  1,612,810  quarters  of  English,  and 
498,087  of  foreign,  imported  upon  the  average  annually.  I  take  that  from  the 
year  1808  to  1826  :  the  metage  charged  by  the  city  of  London  upon  those 
articles  amounts  on  the  English  grain  to  28,8S6/.  17^.  3rf,,  and  upon  the 
foreign  to  10,366/.  16  5.  1  rf.,  making  together  39,193/-  13*.  4(/.}  in  the 
country  it  woidd  cost  us  for  the  same  operation  about  1  *.  6  6^.  a  last,  or  only. 
15,831/.  14*.  6  flf.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  measuring  corn  unless  it 
were  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  there  is  a  great  breakage  occurs  by  it  I  under- 
stand that  many  of  the  corn-meters  ana  porters  in  the  city  of  London  are  old 
men  (something  like  the  old  police  of  the  city  of  London)  unequal  to  their 
duty ;  so  were  many  of  the  coal-meters  formerly,  now  pensioned  off.  I  have 
imderstood  that  the  city  of  London  sent  round  agents  last  year  to  the  different 
outports  to  ascertain  the  outport  charges  upon  corn,  and  had  the  same 
reported  to  them. 

•  700.  Was  not  the  result  of  those  inquiries  given  in  evidence  before  the  Cor- 
poration Commissioners  ? — No  doubt  it  would  be. 

701.  Are  the  meters  constantly  and  steadily  employed? — I  cannot  speak  of 
London  ;  in  Yarmouth  we  have  more  employed  in  winter  than  in  summer. 

702.  Are  they  3Worn  ? — ^I'hey  are  all  sworn  by  the  mayor  of  Yarmouth,  and 
appointed  by  the  corporation  of  Yarmouth  ;  they  are  paid  5  d.  per  last  of 
10  quartere  for  metage,  and  the  meter  works  as  he  does  in  London.  The  charges 
for  discharging  a  vessel  in  Yarmouth  do  not  exceed  1  5.  2rf.  per  last  includmg 
xneta^e,  unless  it  be  put  in  a  granary,  and  they  then  charge  1  s.  per  last  for 
Carrymg.  If  we  had  weighing  instead  of  measuring,  the  corn  would  come  down 
in  sacks,  and  be  hoisted  by  the  ship's  crew  on  deck  from  the  lighter,  without  any 
expense  of  porterage  whatever. 

703.  How  much  can  be  shipped  by  measuring,  in  one  day  at  Yarmouth,  and 
n^hai  is  the  expense  ? — We  can  easily  measure  200  or  300  quarters,  but  we 
have  done  500  quarters  and  upwards  between  six  in  the  morning  and  seven 
or  eight  in  the  evening,  with  one  meter  at  the  bushel ;  there  are  other  men 
that  assist.  I  once  loaded  a  ship  of  7^0  quarters  at  Southwold  in  one  day  ; 
part  was  foaded  in  the  outer  roads. 

704.  How  much  can  be  measured  in  London  in  a  day,  and  at  what  expense? 
—  I  understand  that  300  or  400  quarters  is  a  good  day's  work  in  London  ;  but 
they  have  done  500  or  6OO,  I  believe. 

•  0.36.  I  705.  Do 
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Mr  Patrick  Stead.      7^5-  D^  y^^  mean  to  say  they  can  measure  more  or  less  than  at  Yarmouth? 

[ .^       — There  is  equal  facility  at  both  places :  each  meter  in  London  has  eight  men 

16  May  1834.     to  assist  him ;  a  gang  of  meters  is  nine  men  ;  the  gang  of  porters  with  us  is 
four  or  five  men  and  a  meter* 

706.  What  would  500  quarters  shipping  by  weight  at  Yarmouth  b^  froa 
sacks  and  from  bulk  out  of  wherries? — If  it  is  from  sacks^  the  crew  would  ship 
it  free  of  expense,  but  in  bulk  from  a  wherry  it  would  cost  ls*id.SL  last,  ia- 
eluding  metage. 

707.  If  corn  was  weighed,  do  you  think  sacks  would  be  more  generally 
employed?— I  certainly  think  they  would.  I  furnish  each  of  my  lighters  with 
a  gang  of  sacks,  say  200 ;  th^  cost  Ss.  2  c^.,  and  last  six  or  eight  years,  when 
I  sell  them  as  old  sacks  for  6d.  I  fill  them  50  to  80  times  yearly :  if  filled 
400  times,  the  expense  is  10^.  each  time,  or  a  penny  per  last.  In  our  riven 
I  might  instance  this :  if  I  put  up  at  Beccles  a  quantity  of  corn  in  sacks,  which 
has  to  be  put  on  board  a  lighter,  they  go  from  that  lighter  to  the  ^hip,  and  fVom 
the  ship  to  a  lighter  in  London  ;  they  again  go  from  this  lighter  to  the  miWet 
or  brewer's  waggon  :  during  the  transport  the  sacks  might  be  pitched  upon  the 
top  of  a  scale  at  each  transiter,  and  weighed  without  any  expense  whatever,  the 
weight  being  precisely  uniform,  and  a  thorough  check  of  every  individual  sack 
had  upon  the  carriers  from  beginning  to  end;  but  by  measure  the  usual 
practice  is  to  measure  one  in  ten,  and  we  pay  then  for  measurage  the  same 
as  if  the  whole  was  measured  ;  therefore  there  will  be  with  five  carriers  five 
times  the  expense  of  measuring,  whilst  we  should  have  but  one-half  of  the  bulk 
really  measured  ;  so  that  the  mode  of  measuring  from  sacks  is  not  only  much 
more  expensive,  but  not  nearly  so  accurate  as  by  weighing. 

708.  Would  the  sale  by  weight  have  any  particular  effect  upon  the  London 
market?— I  think  it  would  have  a  material  effect  on  the  London  market,  it 
would  do  away  with  the  middle  dealers  in  London ;  the  middle  dealers  in 
London  get  their  profit  from  the  mixing  of  corn  which  they  sell :  for  instance^ 
they  buy  100  quarters  of  the  finest  oats  at  the  best  price,  and  they  mix 
a  light  description  of  oats  at  a  small  price,  and  send  them  out  to  their  cus- 
tomers. I  think  it  would  have  the  eflect  of  doing  away  with  middle  men. 
But  unless  weight  was  continued  or  carried  through  to  the  manger  or  the  stable* 
keeper  it  would  not  be  a  complete  system ;  for  the  stable-keeper  would  purchase 
these  light  oats  and  mix  them  with  the  heavy  ones,  and  in  his  turn  do  quite  the 
same  thing  that  the  middle  man  had  done  before  him.  In  malting,  we  skim 
the  steeps  of  the  light  chaff  and  barley,  we  dry  it  and  sell  it ;  I  have  sold  this 
year  skimmings  at  11^.  a  quarter;  they  are  used  for  the  purpose  of  mixing 
with  oats,  and  are  bought  by  the  corn-dealers ;  the  weight  of  tnem  is  from  ^ 
to  SO  lbs.  per  bushel  this  year. 

709.  Do  you  know  of  any  dispute  ansing  from  weight  and  measiure  ooo* 
tracts?  —  I  know  of  one  this  week:  a  corn-merchant  in  LinccJnshire  sold 
1,000  quarters  of  wheat  to  a  factor  in  London^  to  weigh  64  lbs.  a  busliel,  at  47^ 
per  quarter ;  the  wheat  came  up  here,  and  instead  of  1,000  quarters  there  were 
15  quarters  short,  because  the  wheat  weighed  65  lbs.  a  bushel^  and  the  contract 

^  was  at  64  lbs  a  bushel ;  there  was  the  value  of  the  wheats  when  delivered,  but 

not  the  quantity  of  the  wheat ;  the  factor  in  London  insists  on  the  extra  quan- 
tity being  delivered.  I  think  that  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Victualling  Board  is 
by  far  the  most  excellent,  and  the  truest  mode  that  can  be  adopted  ^  the 
encouragement  that  is  given  to  mix  inferior  com  to  brii^  down  a  contract  like 
the  above,  from  65  to  ^Ibs.  per  bushel,  would  deteriorate  the  com  muck  more 
than  the  one  pound  per  bushel ;  that  is  explained  in  the  printed  cooMnunicatiofi 
before  Parliament  from  the  Victualling  Board. 

710.  Would  the  weighing  of  com  be  as  great  a  protection  to  (iie  importer  aa 
the  weighing  of  coals  haa  been ?-^l  think  it  would;,  and  I  am  t^il  by  Mr. 
Gillespy^  of  the  Coal  Bxchanget  that  the  weighing  of  coals  haa  anaweted  IImi 
nH>st  sanguine  expectation  in  London ;  it  is  so  emctuai^  so  easy^  mueh  mmn 
correct,  as  expeditious ;  7,000  ships,  of  280  tons  on  the  aveiage,  are  aimusJly 
weighed  at  ^d.  per  ton  in  London,  ajid  the  labourage  costs  no  more  than  on 
measuring.  A  ton  is  weighed  for  four-fifths  of  the  expence  which  a  ehalchnQ 
of  about  25  cwt.  formerly  cost  for  measurage.  The  weighing  of  gnia  woidd 
afford  the  greatest  check  against  depredations,  as  grain  from  its  nature  caoaot 
be  identified ;  it  is  universally  used,  and  sold,  thereby  it  becomes  very  much 
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exposed  to  d^redatioBB ;  and  bulks  of  grain  are  much  more  exposed  than  grain  Mr.  Pamck  stead. 
in  sacks.  

71 1.  If  corn  were  flold  by  weight  and  measure,  and  the  weight  per  measur       16  May  1834. 
were  given,  and  it  were  provided  that  the  buyer  should  have  the  corn,  when 
delivered,  either  weighed  or  measured  at  his  option,  do  you  see  any  objection 

then  to  weigbt  and  measure  ? — As  a  buyer  certainly  not,  and  every  seller  knows 
the  w^ht  of  his  com. 

712.  if  the  weight  per  npieasure  were  known,  and  four  bushels  were  put  into 
each  sack,  would  aot  each  sack  contain  an  ascertained  quantity,  as  much  as  if 
an  absolute  weight  of  200 lbs.  were  put  into  each  sack  ? — No ;  because  corn 
will  never  nm  so  very  even  as  to  oome  within  an  ounce  per  sack  of  four 
bushels,  it  more  likely  would  dififer  pounds  per  sack;  but  if  200 lbs.  were 
weighed  up  it  would  be  within  an  ounce,  with  proper  care.  Widi  measured 
com  there  mast  be  a  speciitcatioUt  containmg  the  exact  weight  of  each  sack, 
accom|>any  those  sacks,  and  in  checking  them  reference  must  be  had  to  that 
specification  throughout,  which  would  cause  great  additional  trouble  and  diffi*- 
culty  i  whilst  if  every  sack  contained  one  certain  given  weight,  no  specification 
whstever  would  be  necessary. 

713.  Your  measure,  by  means  of  which  you  propose  to  fill  your  sacks,  con- 
tained four  imperial  bushels  ^  might  not  the  sacks  be  filled  with  true  measure 
in  each  instance,  and  with  the  same  expedition  you  describe  ? — Certainly  they 
ODuld  be  filled  with  the  same  expedition }  but  the  same  objection  would  still 
exist  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  specification.  In  Yorkshire  the  keelmen  or  boat- 
Caen  sign  generally  for  the  number  of  sacks  they  take  on  board,  and  each  sack 
contains  a  certain  weight ;  if  that  weight  is  any  way  deficient  at  the  delivery 
the  freights  are  stopped  for  it,  and  they  pay  for  the  deficiency. 

714.  Your  views  chiefly  refer  to  the  inland  trade? — Yes;  and  nearly  all 
iprain  undergoes  transit  throughout  the  kingdom. 

715.  Does  not  foreign  com  chiefly  come  ii^  bulk  ? — It  does* 

716.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make  ?— Farmers  very  fVequently  blow 
out  a  sample  of  grain  from  the  stack  to  sell  one  market  day,  thrash  it  out,  and 
deliver  it  the  ensuing  week ;  if  the  weather  prove  damp,  the  grain  being  so 
exposed  changes  condition,  swells  in  bulk,  and  loses  in  specific  gravity  :  a  dry 
sample  like  that  sold  of  wheat  would  weigh  61  lbs.,  whilst  the  bulk  would  only 
deliver  60  lbs. ;  but  it  would  deliver  more  bushels,  which  the  farmer  calls  for 
payment  of;  this  causes  disputes.  Farmers  at  other  times  allow  their  grain  to 
remain  in  their  bams  to  wait  for  better  markets ;  the  barn  gets  robbed  ;  the 
sacks  prove  on  delivery  short  in  measure.  If  the  farming  men  use  a  flat  strike 
instead  of  a  round  one  for  the  bushel,  or  if  the  bushel  when  struck  be  not  level, 
if  he  strikes  it  from  the  upper  edge  downwards,  he  may  lessen  the  measure 
1  to  S  V«  more  than  if  he  struck  it  with  a  round  strike  upwards  ;  thus  disputes 
in  mea^ire  continually  occur,  character  is  brought  into  account,  which  tlie  sub* 
stitution  of  weight  would  render  unnecessary*  When  a  sack  is  measured  in 
granary,  the  grain  as  it  passes  the  bushel  is  thrown  into  the  bulk,  the  test  of 
measure  is  lost,  the  farmer  has  only  our  word  ;  but  the  nature  of  weighing 
would  not  of  necessity  oblige  us  to  empty  the  sacks ;  we  should  put  every  light 
sack  aside,  and  the  farmer  upon  inspection  might  even  send  them  to  be  re- 
weighed  if  he  pleased  at  the  town  scales.  If  we  ship  100  quarters  of  barley 
9t  Y  armouth,  it  will  turn  out  generally  98  or  99  quarters  in  London :  the  weight 
M  shipment  may  be  50  lbs.  a  bushel ;  it  will  increase  upop  delivery  in  London 
to  50it  or  upwards:  the  gross  measure  will  vary,  the  gross  weight  not.  |f 
com  is  put  into  granary  not  quite  in  good  condition,  in  six  months  it  will  lose 
four  per  cent,  in  measure,  while  it  will  not  lose  above  two  per  cent,  in  weight. 
I  spoke  to  a  large  granary-keeper  yesterday  upon  this  subject,  and  he  says  he 
should  prefer  weight,  for  that  it  would  not  show  so  great  a  discrepancy  of  quan- 
tifcv  in  his  granary  :  wheat  put  into  granary  out  of  condition,  weighing  60lbs.,  in 
a  few  months  after  it  is  got  into  condition  will  weigh  61  lbs* ;  but  there  will  be 
fewer  measured  bushels  of  it.  In  shipping  com  to  London  or  elsewhere,  there 
is  what  is  termed  the  sweepings  of  the  ship ;  sometimes  that  is  more,  sometimes 
less ;  but  the  people  on  board  take  it  as  a  perquisite :  by  measuring  we  have 
tu>t  that  check  against  them  which  we  would  have  by  weighings  we  should  . 
detect  whatever  is  short  of  weight.  I  had  occasion  to  prosecute  a  man  for 
sweepings  last  year ;  that  is  a  very  general  complaint.  In  case  of  a  delivery  in 
sacks,  one  quart  in  the  coomb,  which  is  almost  the  least  difierence  we  can  take 
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Mr.  Vairick  Stead,  notice  of,  is  fouf-fifths  of  a  per  cent.,  whilst  an  ounce  on  the  weighing  in  th* 

sack  is  only  one  thirty-fifth  part  of  a  per  cent.     Farmers  frequently  sell  before 

16  May  1834.  they  have  dressed  up  the  corn,  by  a  sample  blown  out.  In  selling  by  naeasure 
they  have  a  direct  interest  in  delivering  that  corn  badly  dressed  ;  were  they  to 
(separate  the  chaff  from  it  more,  and  dress  it  better,  that  chaff  would  weigh  very 
little,  but  it  measures  a  great  deal ;  therefore  frequent  disputes  arise  between 
the  merchant  and  the  farmer  from  that  circumstance ;  and  I  have  even  had 
sacks  of  dross  com  sent  in  along  with  the  good  com,  more  from  the  negligence 
of  the  men  perhaps  in  a  dark  winter's  morning  than  from  any  intention  of  the 
farmers,  wno  are  highly  respectable  in  our  neighbourhood.  It  is  not  the  Iom 
we  sustain  from  the  com  ;  but  in  the  hurry  of  business,  if  that  dross  corn  be 
mixed  with  the  bulk,  it  injures  the  bulk  of  barley,  for  the  maltsters  use,  more  than 
the  value  of  it ;  and  I  have  found  this  so  frequently  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
tell  my  porters,  if  they  discover  anything  of  the  kind,  they  shall  have  the  dross 
corn  in  a  present  to  themselves,  as  they  know  by  the  weight  on  their  back  that 
there  must  be  dross  corn  in  the  sack.  I  am  now  fitting  up  my  granaries  with  a 
small  rail-road  and  a  small  waggon,  and  I  intend  that  the  waggon  shall  pass 
over  one  of  Medhurst's  scales  to  ascertain  the  weight  of  all  the  corn  I  receive. 

717.  In  that  case  you  will  ascertain  both  the  weight  and  the  measure? 
—Yes. 

718.  Then  the  object  of  the  truck  passing  over  the  steelyard  is  not  to  attain 
the  combination  of  weight  and  measure,  but  simply  by  means  of  weight  to 
check  or  correct  the  inaccuracies  that  may  arise  from  measure? — This  plan  I 
mean  to  have  recourse  to  for  the  purpose  of  checking  my  receipts  of  com 
generally. 

7i().  Do  you  import  corn  from  foreign  countries? — I  do  occasionally,  but 
very  seldom^ 

720.  Do  they  sell  by  weight  or  by  measure  ? — I  believe  generally  by  mea- 
sure, but  they  usually  quote  the  weight  per  bushel,  as  we  do  in  Norfolk  in  our 
contracts  for  shipping. 

721.  In  your  dealings  as  a  corn-merchant,  are  you  guided  in  the  amount  of 
your  purchases,  and  the  price  you  give,  chiefly  by  the  London  market,  or  the 
average  of  the  country  markets  ? — The  London  market  governs  ours  very 
materially.  In  some  years,  however,  when  there  is  a  demand  for  the  outports, 
our  prices  will  be  as  high  as  those  of  London.  For  instance,  in  1832  the  crop 
of  wheat  in  and  round  Yorkshire  failed,  and  the  demand  from  thence  was  so 
great  as  to  regulate  our  prices  as  well  as  those  of  London,  although,  generally 
speaking,  the  Norfolk  prices  are  about  38,  per  quarter  under  London. 

722.  What  do  you  conceive  your  principal  market  to  be? — The  largest 
country  market  we  have  is  Norwich. 

723.  What  is  the  principal  port  to  which  you  ship  ?— In  general,  our  prin- 
cipal export  is  to  l^ndon  and  to  the  Humber,  for  grain  ;  and  London  and 
Liverpool,  for  malt. 

724.  Do  you  ship  one-half  to  London  ? — It  varies  every  year  according  to 
the  seasons. 

725.  Do  they  purchase  in  the  Humber  by  weight  or  by  measure?— All 
wheat  is  sold  in  the  Humber  by  weight  only. 

726.  When  you  send  your  wheat  to  London,  it  is  sold  by  measure ;  and 
when  it  is  sent  to  the  Humber,  it  is  sold  by  weight  ? — It  is. 

727.  Is  not  that  a  very  inconvenient  state  of  things  to  merchants? — ^Yes; 
and  every  one  complains  of  it  throughout  the  kingdom  :  we  must  make  a  cal- 
culation to  ascertain  which  market  is  best. 

728.  Are  weight  and  measure  alone  terms  so  convertible,  that  it  is  easy  for 
you  to  calculate  to  which  market  it  is  most  advantageous  to  send  your  corn?— 
Having  a  quotation  from  London  by  the  quarter  of  eight  Imperial  measured 
bushels,  and  another  quotation  from  Yorkshire  by  the  quarter  of  480 lbs.  weight, 
and  knowing  the  exact  weight  per  Imperial  bushel  of  our  own  wheat  in  gra- 
nary, we  can,  by  a  ruleof-three  calculation,  determine  which  market  is  to 
yield  the  best  price,  if  the  quality  of  the  corn  is  alike  adapted  for  both  markets. 

729.  Does  a  certain  price  always  represent  a  certain  measure  in  the  article 
of  wheat,  in  Yorkshire  ? — Yes,  it  does  j  the  Yorkshire  quarter  is  eight  busheb 
of  60 lbs.  ^ 

730.  W^ould  it  be  safe  for  a  merchant  who  has  large  quantities  of  corn  in  hii 
granaries,  making  his  calculations  as  to  whether  he  should  send  his  com  to 
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London  or  Hull,  to  depend  upon  tlie  measurement  of  small  portions  ;  or  would  Mr.  Patrick  Stead. 

it  be  necessary  for  him  to  measure  or  weigh  the  entire  quantity  he  sent? — I       ■ 

always  register  the  weight  an^the  measure  of  all  the  corn  as  it  comes  in.  ^6  May  1834. 

731.  Suppose  you  buy  100  quarters  of  one  measure  and  weight  one  day,  imd 
another  lOU  quarters  of  measure  and  weight  the  next,  it  does  not  follow  that 
they  should  become  mixed  in  your  granaries  so  as  to  form  an  average? — That 
is  part  of  the  business  of  the  corn-merchant  tq  make  them  equal,  or  they  are 
subject  to  be  thrown  up  when  they  come  to  market.  If  two  quantities  come 
in  of  different  weights,  we  throw  the  first  quantity  all  over  the  floor,  and  put 
the  other  quantity  above  it  of  equal  thickness  throughout,  so  that  when  it  is 
put  into  the  boat  the  quality  is  equal. 

732.  What  determines  the  price  of  corn ;  is  it  the  quantity  of  flour  which 
can  be  made  from  a  certain  weight  or  measure  ? — No  doubt  it  is. 

733-  Would  that  be  ascertained  with  more  certainty  by  a  given  weight  or 
a  given  measure  ? — Unquestionably  by  a  given  weight. 

734.  Then  would  not  a  given  weight  be  a  more  certain  ultimate  basis  for  the 
avei*ages  to  be  struck  on  than  measure,^r  would  you  recommend  a  combination 
of  both? — Weight  would  be  the  most  certain,  as  it  has  the  most  direct  reference 
or  index  to  flour,  which  is  sold  by  weight,  and  in  every  instance  must  be  the 
gauge  of  the  value  of  wheat.  I  do  not  see  the  possibility  of  amalgamating 
weight  and  measure  in  the  average  returns. 

735.  Supposing  that  the  averages  were  stmck  on  weight  alone,  would  not 
the  quantities  sold,  in  conjunction  with  the  prices  at  which  they  were  sold,  be 
a  sufficient  indication  of  the  quality  of  the  com  sold  ? — Not  without  a  local 
knowledge  of  the  com  and  its  condition. 

736.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  the  necessity  of  local  knowledge  ? 
— We  are  required  to  know  the  quality  of  wheat  sold  in  the  place  from  which 
the  quotation  comes. 

737.  Does  not  the  price  sufficiently  tell  that,  as  the  price  is  regulated  by  the 
London  price,  or  tliat  of  the  great  manufacturing  districts  ? — We  must  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  article  quoted ;  Scotch  wheat  of  the  same  weight  is  not  so 
valuable  as  Norfolk  wheat. 

738.  Does  not  the  price  sufficiently  indicate  that  ? — Not  without  reference 
to  the  article  itself:  if  a  quotation  is  made  from  London,  it  is  generally  said 
whether  it  is  Kentish,  Suffolk,  Lincolnshire,  Scotch  or  Irish  wheat  If  the 
place  of  the  growth  and  weight  per  bushel  is  quoted  with  the  price,  a  com* 
merchant  would  know. 

739.  Is  the  quantity  of  corn  pitched  in  the  com-market,  or  is  it  sold  by 
sample? — In  Norfolk  or  Suffolk  all  corn  is  sold  by  sample,  except  in  Yarmouth. 
Upon  the  morning  markets  the  boats  bring  down  the  bulk  from  a  distance ;  in 
the  afternoon  market  the  farmers  bring  the  samples  from  the  neighbourhood. 

740.  Do  you  think  the  duty  would  be  collected  much  more  correctly  on 
weight  than  on  the  present  system? — I  think  it  would :  1,000  quarters  wheat, 
55  lbs.  per  bushel,  now  pays  the  same  duty  as  1,000  quarters  wheat  65  lbs.  per 
bushel. 

741.  Can  you  mention  any  instance  to  substantiate  that  opinion  ? — It  is  the 
present  law  ;  I  understand  the  practice  now  is  to  import  1,000  quarters  of  corn, 
for  instance,  from  Hamburgh,  where  the  condition  being  bad,  the  decrease 
while  in  warehouse  will   be   very  great.      The  merchant  only  exports  900 

auarters,  leaving  a  remnant  in  the  granary,  which  remnant  remains  until  the 
uty  becomes  1  #.  a  quarter :  were  he  to  export  the  whole,  he  would  have  to 
pay  the  present  high  duty  upon  the  decrease. 

742.  How  would  selling  by  weight  affect  the  averages? — Wheat  in  bad 
seasons  weighs  three  to  five  pounds  a  bushel  lighter  than  in  good  seasons  :  the 
best  wheat  weighs  60  lbs.  a  bushel  in  bad  seasons,  at  80^. ;  it  would  be  64  lbs. 
a  bushel  in  good  seasons,  at  40  s.  j  call  the  average  between  the  two  62  lbs.,  it 
then  stands  thus : 

lbs.  bU.      lbs.  lbs.   bis.     blf. 

Bad  seasons,    as  60  x  8  =  480,  price  80/  per  quarter    :  1     62  x  8  =3  496  ;  82/8  average. 
Pood  seasons,  -64X8  =  512,    —    40/       ditto  ::     62X8  =  496:38/9     ditto. 
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He-  Pufrick  Stead.  Of  it  may  be  stated  by  calculating  one  quarter  of  first,  second  and  tbM 
qualities  of  wlieat  each,  in  bad  Mid  good  seasons,  as  under : 

i6Miyi834.  ,  £,   ,,  j 

Bsd«6tsoiii,best  -  -  60  lbs.  per  bushel «« 480  Um.  per  c^umrUr  •  -  4    -  - 

second  -  -  67  —       ditto      —456  —       ditlo  -  -  3  H   - 

third  -  *  66 —       ditto      "='440 —       ditto  -  -  3  10   - 

17«  1*376  f.ii    4   - 


Aterage  -  67ilh8.  per  bl.  B458|lb8.  per  qr.  -  3/.  141.  8rf. ;  average  per  100  lbs.  1% 

£.  s.  i 

Good  seuons,  best     -    -    Gi^lbe.  per  bmeliel«6i<lh8.  perqumrier    -    •      2    -  - 

second  -    -    62  —       ditto      — :  496  —       ditto  •    -       1  18  - 

third     -    -    59 —       ditto     =472 —       ditto  -    -       i  15  - 

185  MSo  £.5  18  - 

Avers^  -  6t}lbs.  p«rbLM46olbs.  perq^  -  iL  ijs.  8d;  everafeyer  iooibs.7/7. 

As  74/8  :  37/8    :;    16/3  :    8/a 
37/8  ••  74/8    ::      7/7-16/ 

Thus  it  would  appear,  by  returning  the  averages  in  weight,  it  would  have  1 
tendency  to  raise  the  averages  in  bad  seasons,  and  lower  me  averages  in  good 
seasons :  in  other  words,  in  bad  seasons  we  now  get  a  fewer  number  of  pounds 
weight  p^r  quarter  of  wheat  for  the  average  value  than  in  good  seasons,  but  if 
the  averages  were  struck  by  a  certain  weight  per  quarter,  that  weight  would 
be  the  same  in  bad  and  good  seasons* 

743.  Would  it  not  be  of  ^eat  importance  to  you  as  a  corn-dealer,  and  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  quantities  you  ought  to  purchase,  to  have  a  uniform  mode 
of  selling  in  the  country  markets,  so  that  you  should  have  no  calculations  to 
taiake  to  bring  the  average  prices  to  one  uniform  standard,  as  you  must  do  at 
f>fesent?— I  tiiink  that  it  would  very  much  improve  the  system  of  the  ami 
trade  altogether,  as  one  uniform  system  would  not  leave  us  men  to  so  maoy 
disputes  which  now  occur,  and  the  operation  throughout  would  be  so  univerd 
that  it  would  simplify  thd  trade  altogether. 

744.  Would  it  not  tend  in  some  degree  to  an  equalization  of  prices  that 
there  should  be  an  uniform  standard,  as  speculation  in  com  would  depend  00 
less  uncertain  results  than  at  present  ? — In  my  opinion  it  would. 

745.  How  is  the  sale  of  com  regulated  in  the  Edinburgh  market  r—Tbe 
Edinburgh  market  is  now  regulated  by  measure  and  weight.  The  sack  of 
corn  is  taken  from  the  waggon,  and  put  into  the  public  market,  where  it  is 
sold ;  before  it  goes  into  the  market,  the  public  weigher  weighs  a  sack,  and  a 
small  piece  <^  paper  with  the  weight  is  put  into  the  sack ;  the  purchaser  takes 
that  home  with  him,  and  fixes  his  price  with  the  farmer.  I  have  here  the  last 
Edinburgh  paper,  where  on  May  the  7th  they  state  that  the  barley  that  brought 
the  top  price  weighed  57 lbs.  a  bushel;  this  weight  is  so  heavy  that  I  believe 
it  not  to  be  correct ;  it  is  the  pride  of  the  farmers  there  to  get  the  top  price  ifi 
the  market,  and  they  employ  a  larger  bushel  than  usual,  so  as  to  get  an  extti 
prioe  for  it.  I  notice  by  this  paper  the  price  varies  from  96  s.  to  S9s.  6^  for 
barley,  and  there  has  been  some  remonstrance  about  the  mode  of  using  larg^ 
bushela  in  that  market,  which  shows  the  necessity  of  having  one  uniform 
system  throughout  the  kingdom  introduced. 

745**  You  have  stated  that  you  are  largely  engaged  in  malting  business  as 
a  practical  maltster  ? — I  am. 

746.  Will  you  state  your  opinion  as  to  Uie  best  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
quality  of  msUt,  whether  by  weight  or  by  measure ;  does  the  opinion  you  have 
expressed  apply  to  malt  as  a  manufactured  grain  ? — Not  so  much  so  by  an/ 
means  ;  there  is  some  difficulty  about  it :  if  you  get  perfect  malt,  the  heavier  it 
is  the  better ;  but  imperfect  malt  will  weigh  heavy.  In  Ireland  the  practice  is 
to  sell  malt  by  weight. 

747.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  for  selling  malt? — I  should 
say  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  generally  speaking ;  it  might  be  reduced  to  weight* 
but  there  would  be  objections  to  that. 

748.  It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  ascertain  the  "quality  of  malt  by 
*  '  weigiJt, 
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weight,   would  it  not? — Without  reference  to   the   article  itself,  perfectly  Mr  fatrkk  Stead. 
impossible.  

749.  The  specific  gravity  of  a  bushel  of  malt  would  not  give  an  idea  of  its  '  *^^* 
quality  ?— Not  without  a  sight  of  the  malt  itself. 

750.  It  will  be  light  or  heavy  in  proportion  as  it  is  screened  ? — Yes,  the 
cleaner  it  is  made  the  heavier  it  will  be. 

751.  Is  there  not  a  method  of  blowing  malt  and  making  it  lighter  than  it 
generally  is  ? — There  is  a  great  deal  of  such  malt  made  in  Hertfordshire,  we 
make  none ;  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  colouring  the  porter  and  giving  it  a 
flavour. 

752.  Is  malt  commonly  sold  in  the  markets  like  other  grain,  or  is  it  not  made 
an  article  of  private  dealing? — It  is  sold  in  London  and  in  Liverpool  by  sample 
on  the  stands  of  the  factors,  and  in  the  country  sold  privately  to  individuals. 

753.  Is  it  ever  sold  by  bulk  ? — The  bulk  is  not  brought  to  market 

754.  Would  you  consider  mait  as  under  the  head  of  com,  or  as  an  article 
which  at  all  influenced  as  such  the  price  of  corn,  more  than  you  would  consider 
bread  as  corn,  and  as  influencing  the  price  of  wheat? — Malt  will  keep,  bread 
will  not ;  if  the  market  is  full  of  malt  it  aflfects  the  price  of  barley,  and 
according  to  the  price  of  malt  the  price  of  barley  is  regulated  in  some  degree. 

755.  So  according  to  the  price  of  flour,  wheat  would  be  regulated  ? — Yes, 
but  flour  is  not  an  article  that  will  keep  like  malt ;  flour  will  get  out  of  con- 
dition :  whenever  there  comes  warm  weather  in  London,  it  aflects  the  price  of 
flour,  because  it  will  not  keep ;  there  is  no  such  effect  produced  on  malt. 

756.  The  price  of  malt  will  regulate  the  price  of  barley  ? — In  some  degree 
it  does  regulate  it ;  they  have  a  sympathy  for  each  other :  the  approach  of  a 
bad  season  like  I8I6  will  affect  the  price  of  malt  before  the  barley  harvest  is 
secured. 

757.  The  weight  of  malt  per  bushel  will  depend  upon  whether  it  is  high- 
dried  or  otherwise,  will  it  not  ? — ^The  weight  of  malt  will  depend  upon  the 
goodness  of  its  manufacture,  and  upon  the  weight  of  the  barley  from  which  it 
is  made. 

758.  Can  you  ascertain  the  quality  of  malt*  in  a  similar  degree  as  you  would 
ascertain  the  quality  of  wheat,  or  barley,  or  other  grain  ? — If  you  have  perfect 
malt,  the  heavier  the  bushel  the  better ;  but  it  must  be  perfectly  malted. 

759^.  How  does  the  Excise  levy  the  duty  ?— By  the  gauges  io  the  cistern  or 
the  couch,  mort  generally  the  couch. 

76a  Not  by  regular  measuring? — ^No;  merely  by  gaugjna  immediately  wheii 
it  leaves  the  steep,  or  when  it  is  put  into  the  frame  called  the  couch,  and  tliere 
the  duty  is  chargi^le ;  they  gauge  on  the  floor^  but  it  i»  very  rarely  that  we 
have  a  floor  gauge  ;  unless  there  is  some  improper  means  used,  there  ought  not 
to  be  a  floor  gauge ;  it  may  happen  sometimes  from  warm  weather,  or  an  incor- 
rect gauge  of  the  exciseman,  or  from  the  rapid  growth  cf  the  barley,  there  may 
be  a  floor  gauge. 

761.  The  value  of  a  bushel  of  malt  will  aUo  depemi  upon  wfaedier  it  is 
well  or  otherwise  cleaned  ?— We  always  clean  our  ma^ ;  I  dress  mine  in  a 
round  roller  made  of  wire,  which  is  a  very  eflectnal  way  of  cleaning  it  of  roots 
or  cummings.  I  was  much  surprised  to  notice  a  return  before  the  Honourable 
House  that  the  duty  collected  in  England  on  malt  amounts  to  4i,24>2,S79  quar* 
ters,  whilst  that  in  Scotland  amounts  to  530,965  2-Sths,  and  that  in  Ireland 
only  to  247,954  7-8ths ;  so  that  Ireland  pays  about  a  twenty-fiftb  part  of  tJie 
malt  duty,  whilst  it  is  one-third  of  the  population.  Smuggling  goes  on  to  so 
great  an  extent ;  and  then  Dublin  porter  is  sent  to  Enghmd  daty  flnee,  to  com* 
pete  with  the  brewei-s  in  England  paying  the  malt  duty. 

762.  What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  best  mode  of  making  the  returns  to 
ascertain  thei  quality  of  malt  i  would  you  recommend  weight  or  measure,  or  both 
combined  ? — Weight  and  measure  would  certainly  lead  to  it ;  but  with  that  it 
would  be  very  imperfect,  without  the  sight  or  description  of  the  article. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  thefoUofwing  Statement,  referred  to  hf  hm!\ 
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Mr.  Patrick  Stead.  AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Average  ADoual  Importation  of  Grain  from  1808  to  1826,  upon 

— : which  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  charge  Metage,  8cc.,  and  compel  every 

16  May  i834.  Person  to  undergo  the  operation  of  Measuring,  and  thereby  breaking  the  Grain,  although 

it  may  not  change  hands. 

English. 


Wheat     ^ 

-    352,022  quarters,  at  3/9  } 

per  10  quarters 

Barley     - 

-    234,986     ditto     -    ditto 

ditto 

Beans     - 

.      84,847     ditto     -3/iii 

ditto 

Peas 

-      48,106     ditto     -  ditto 

ditto 

Oats 

-    696,429     ditto     -    3/4  J 

ditto 

Malt       - 

-     I97»4«0     ditto     -    ditto 

ditto 

£. 

t. 

d. 

6.673 

»4 

3 

4464 

18 

9 

1.679 

5 

4 

96« 

2 

- 

» 1.735 

7 

3 

3.33» 

9 

3 

1,612,810  £.28,826  17    3 


Foreign. 

Wheat     -        -    213,090  quarters,  at  4/44  per  1 0  quarters 

Barley      -        -       56,296     ditto      -    ditto  ditto 

Beans      -        -      15.752     ditto     -    4/6  J  ditto 

Peas         -        -        6,541     ditto     -    ditto  ditto 

Oats        «        -    207408     ditto     -  3/10 1  ditto 

498,087 


Grain^  English  -        -     1,612,810  quarters  - 
Ditto,  Foreign  -        -       498,087     ditto    - 

2,110,897 

Linseed,  English        -  3.190     ditto  - 

Pitto,  Foreign   -        -  79»334      ditto  - 


£.     s. 

d. 

4.639    « 

11 

1,225  »2 

I 

357  »4 

- 

i«5  »6 

6 

4,018  10 

7 

£.  10,366 

16    1 

- 

£.       : 
28,826  17 
10.366  16 

3 
1 

- 

39.»93  »3 

63  »6 
1.637    1 

4 

7 
10 

£ 

.41.784  >» 

9 

Flour,  English  -        -        4i3»5o6  sacks. 
Ditto,  Foreign  -        -  13357  ditto. 

[ThefolUywing  Letter  xvas  delivered  in,  and  read.] 

Respected  Friend,  Plymouth,  14  of  5th  Month,  1834. 

I  FEEL  particularly  obliged  by  the  information  contained  in  thy  favour  of  the  12th  iast., 
find  am  glad  to  find  the  prevailing  opinion  of  those  who  have  been  examined  on  the  sale  of 
corn  question  appeafs  to  be  in  favour  of  fixing  on  utight  as  the  standard,  instead  of 
measure.  The  more  I  consider  the  subject,  the  more  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that 
there  is  but  little  connection  between  the  value  of  corn  and  its  mere  bulk.  ^'  The  measure 
of  a  certain  proportion  or  quantity  of  matter  is  its  weight**  and  it  is  absurd  to  compute  by 
measure  the  price  of  grain,  whilst  that  of  meal  or  floiir,  on  which  its  value  depends,  is  regu- 
lated by  weight.  If  the  Committee  should  come  to  this  conclusion,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
to  render  an  alteration  effectual,  they  should  confine  it  to  the  abolishing  of  measure  and 
substituting  weight,  leaving  the  reference  to  both,  for  determining  the  relative  value  of  corn, 
to  the  merchants,  the  same  as  is  done  at  present  by  the  merchants  of  England  and  Irebnd. 
If  we  receive  an  ofier  of  wheat  from  that  country,  it  is  always  usual  to  state  the  price  at 
per  barrel  of  280 lbs.,  stating  the  weiecht  per  Imperial  bushel ;  the  same  of  barley  and  oats; 
^nd  if  the  Legislature  confine  the  alteration  to  fixing  the  standard  of  weight  instead  of 
measure,  and  making  the  use  of  it  imperative  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  this  is  all 
^hat  will  be  necessary. 

But  I  cannot  see  why  malt  should  be  exempted  from  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  pro- 
posed new  law,  merely  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  manufactured  article.  Flour,  oatmeal, 
(Starchy  salt,  i^.  Sec  are  manu&ctured  articles,  and  yet  we  ascertain  the  value  of  any  given 
quantity  of  these  by  weight,  because  it  is  the  most  correct  mode  of  doine  it.  Now  if  it 
can\>e  shown  that  the  value  of  malt  can  be  more  accurately  found  by  weight  than  by  mea- 
sure, why  not  adopt  it?  That  it  can  be  done  I  have  no  doubt,  and  in  my  humble  opinioa 
'the  proposed  change  will  be  more  beneficial  as  re^rds  malt  than  any  other  grain. 

Tne  Dulk  of  malt  may  be,  and  is  increased  m  various  ways.  If  it  be  not  sufficient^ 
/dried,  a  bushel  will  not  contain  as  many  pounds  of  such  as  of  malt  well  dried.  Ther^  is 
also  an  art  in  the  process  of  malt-making,  called  ''  blowing,"  which  increases  the  bulk,  and 
therefore  lessens  the  weight  per  bushel.  Some  maltsters  sell  their  malt  unscreened,  and  the 
grain  not  being  deprived  of  its  roots,  or  "growth,"  as  it  is  called,  will  occupy  more  space 
than  that  whicn  is  well  screened,  and  of  course  its  weight  per  bushel,  and  consequent  value, 
will  de|>end  om  the  degree  of  care  and  lal^our  that  is  bcbtowed  in  this  respect     A|^ain ;  a 
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great  deal  of  malt  is  sold  by  some  maltsters  in  a  retail  way  to  gentlemen^  private  families  Mr.  Patrick  Stead. 

and  small  brewers,  in  a  ^ound  state  :  in  these  cases  it  is  often  sent  out  t/nscreened,  and  as       

its  bulk  is  considerably  increased  by  grinding,  it  is  evident  the  consumer  has  it  not  in  his       16  May  1834. 

power  to  detect  either  a  shortness  of  measure   or  a  deficiency  in  the  screening;  but  a 

reference  to  weight  would  discover  the  former,  and  render  the  latter  unavailing.     Some  of 

the  retail  maltsters,  by  adopting  the  practices  I  have  alluded  to,  are  enabled  apparently  to 

undersell  the  wholesale  dealers,  or  those  who  sell  to  brewers  in  large  quantities.     I  have 

been  a  dealer  in  malt  fdr  upwards  of  30  years,  and  a  maker  of  it  four,  and  am  well  assured 

the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned  are  as  I  have  stated.     I  believe  it  will  be  found  that 

the  sale  of  malt  by  weight  will  prove  beneficial  to  fair-working  maltsters,  to  brewers,  to 

gentlemen  who  purchase  their  malt,  and  to  consumers  of  every  description ;  I  am  therefore 

anxious  the  present  opportunity  for  effecting  such  a  manifest  improvement  may  not  be 

missed. 

I  remain,  with  much  respect,  thy  obliged  Friend, 

Joseph  Treffry. 
John  Collier,  Esq.  M.  P. 

763.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  upon  that  letter  ? — Practical  men 
perfectly  agree  with  Mr.  Treffry  about  the  weight  of  corn,  although  theorists 
may  differ.  I  believe  it  is  the  practice  at  and  round  Exeter  to  sell  malt  with 
the  cummings  or  roots,  but  I  never  heard  of  its  being  the  practice  elsewhere. 
I  think  there  is  a  door  opened  for  retail  maltsters  imposing  on  private  persons, 
having  the  cummings  mixed  in  with  the  malt ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  its  being 
practised  anywhere  else.  The  only  difficulty  I  speak  of  about  weighing  malt 
would  be  that  the  malt  might  not  be  perfectly  malted,  and  thereby  increase  the 
weight ;  because  barley  before  it  is  malted  weighs  50  to  54  lbs.  per  bushel,  and 
when  malted  in  a  perfect  state,  from  38  to  41^  lbs.  a  bushel*  A  maltster  can  stop 
the  process  at  any  intermediate  stage  to  increase  the  weight,  but  the  malt  will 
then  be  hard  and  retain  the  properties  of  barley. 

764.  Do  you  conceive,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  farmers,  that 
it  would  be  practicable  or  easy  to  enforce  any  change  in  the  mode  of  selling  in 
your  dealings  with  them  ? — I  went  to  Norwich  last  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  several  principal  growers  there,  and  they  all  appeared  to  approve  of 
weight,  because  they  considered  it  would  be  a  premium  for  good  corn  and  good 
dressing.  I  think  with  the  smaller  farmers  there  would  be  some  difficulty, 
perhaps ;  but  we  found  no  difficulty  in  Norfolk  in  the  change  from  the  Win- 
Chester  to  the  Imperial  bushel :  we  changed  in  one  week,  and  for  a  few  days 
before  the  farmers  could  be  supplied  with  the  bushel  they  sent  in  a  few  pecks 
over,  that  we  might  take  the  extra  quantity.  I  think  that  the  farmers  in  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk  would  generally  consent  to  a  change  from  measure  to  weight, 
more  particularly  if  the  weight  of  the  bushel  of  wheat,  beans  and  peas,  were 
fixed  at  60  lbs. ;  barley  at  50  lbs. ;  oats  at  40  lbs.  ;  as  the  farmers  would  believe 
they  would  thereby  gain  an  advantage  of  two  or  three  pounds  per  bushel ; 
whilst  the  last  change  from  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  they  continue  to 
complain  of  to  this  day,  as  having  enlarged  their  bushel,  and  believe  they  get 
no  value  it)  respect  thereof.  Those  weights,  however,  are  as  near  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  guess  the  average  of  seasons  and  districts,  in  my  opinion,  and  would  lead 
to  a  decimal  system. 

765.  You  conceive  that  weight  is  not  so  applicable  to  malt  as  to  other  grains  ? 
— If  it  is  perfect  malt  it  is  applicable  ;  but  if  the  malt  is  not  perfect  it  is  not 
applicable. 

Mr.  Charles  Lyon^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

766.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — At  Liverpool.  y^,  Charles  Lym^ 

767.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A  Corn-merchant.  ..«.i»i»«.i.«, 

768.  In  what  direction  are  your  chief  dealings  ? — Principally  in  Ireland. 

769.  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  observing  the  practices  in  other  quar- 
ters ? — I  have  had  some  years  ago  in  Staffordshire. 

770.  In  what  parts  of  Staffordshire  ? — In  the  neighbourhood  of  Burton-on- 
Trent  and  Lichfield. 

771.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  trade  on  the  subject  of  selling 
corn  ? — Yes ;  I  think  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  them. 

772.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  present  system  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  dealers  in  Liverpool,  because  the  dealers  in 
every  port  adopt  what  system  they  please. 

773.  Is  it  not  a  common  subject  of  complaint  that  the  practices  of  different 

K  places 


Digitized  by 


Google 


66  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

0 

4tfr.  CharUs  Lydn.  places  vary  ? — Not  in  Liverpool ;  in  other  places  I  think  that  there  are  com- 

— plaints. 

16  May  1834,  774.  You  stated  that  you  are  particularly  acquainted  with  the  practice  of 

Liverpool  and  Ireland  ? — Yes. 

775.  What  mode  of  selling  corn  is  in  use  at  Liverpool? — They  sell  wheat  by 
the  bushel  of  70  lbs. ;  oats  by  the  bushel  of  4t5  lbs. ;  grinding  barley  t)Olbs.to 
the  bushel ;  malting  barley  the  Imperial  measure  ;  beans  sometimes  Iiaperial» 
sometimes  by  weight ;  those  are  the  leading  articles  in  the  corn  trade. 

776.  Are  beans  sometimes  sold  by  weight  ? — Yes  ;  and  when  by  weight  it  is 
usually  by  the  60  lbs. 

777.  If  neither  weight  or  measure  is  mentioned,  how  are  they  considered  to 
be  sold  ? — By  measure. 

778.  And  the  same  by  peas  ? — Yes. 

779.  From  whence  does  Liverpool  chiefly  draw  its  supplies  ? — From  Ireland. 

780.  How  is  corn  sold  there  ? — By  the  barrel ;  that  is  a  nominal  measure,  in 
fact  so  many  pounds  weight. 

781.  Is  not  the  barrel  understood  to  contain  so  many  bushels? — Yes,  it  is 
understood  to  contain  four  bushels  of  yOlbs. ;  but  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  barrel. 

782.  Is  not  rye-grass  seed  sold  by  measure  ? — Yes,  in  particular  qualities  of 
rye-grass  seed  ;  for  instance,  anything  very  superior  to  the  general  qualitj 
weight  is  mentioned: 

783.  How  is  hay  seed  sold  ? — I  do  not  know. 

784.  What  species  of  grain  is  chiefly  imported  from  Ireland  ? — Wheat  and 
oats  principally. 

785.  Not  much  barley? — Not  in  large  quantities;  what  is  imported  is  prin- 
cipally for  grinding  purposes. 

786.  Do  you  know  the  quantities  of  wheat  imported  from  Ireland  into  Liver- 
pool last  year  ? — In  the  year  ending  October  1833  there  were  421,414  quartan 
of  wheat  imported  from  Ireland,  which  is  the  largest  importation  we  have  had 
in  a  year,  in  my  recollection. 

787.  When  Irish  corn  is  brought  to  Liverpool,  is  it  sold  by  Irish  or  Liver- 
pool weight  ? — By  Liverpool  weight. 

788.  In  all  cases  ?— Yes. 

789.  Is  it  shipped  in  Ireland  by  Irish  weight? — Yes* 

790.  Does  Irish  weight  never  regulate  the  sale? — No,  never,  except  in  sales 
made  free  on  board  by  agents  in  Liverpool ;  then,  as  the  shipment  is  made  ia 
Ireland,  it  is  made  by  the  same  weight  as  if  the  shipper  in  Ireland  had  himself 
made  the  sale  there. 

791.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  shipper  in  Ireland  making  the  sale  there?— 
If  it  is  sold  free  on  board  the  vessel  without  any  charges,  it  becomes  the 
property  of  the  buyer  as  soon  as  it  is  put  on  board,  and  he  has  to  pay  all 
charges  from  that  time. 

792.  Then  it  is  just  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  sold  in  Ireland  ? — Just  so. 

793.  If  you  send  for  information  from  Ireland,  what  description  do  they 
send  ? — At  the  commencement  of  a  season  we  generally  have  samples  sent  by 
the  shippers,  and  the  samples  of  the  shippers  will  vary ;  but  the  sample  which 
is  sent  by  each  shipper  will  guide  us  in  a  great  measure  during  the  whole 
season,  as  to  the  quality  of  the  wheat  that  man  will  ship. 

794.  Do  you  chiefly  sell  by  bulk  or  by  sample  ? — We  sell  by  sample  in 
Liverpool. 

795.  Could  you  judge  from  the  sample  you  got  from  Dublin,  what  would  be 
the  wheat  from  the  port  of  Drogheda? — No,  we  must  have  from  each  port;  it  is 
only  a  person  experienced  in  the  trade  who  will  know  by  the  sight  from  what 
port  it  came  ;  the  quality  of  the  wheat  of  diflerent  shippers  varies  very  much, 
but  each  shipper  adheres  closely  to  the  same  quality  throughout  the  season. 

796.  Is  the  corn  principallv  consigned  ? — A  great  bulk  of  the  corn  is  con- 
signed, but  very  often  it  is  sold  free  on  board ;  the  system  of  selling  free  on 
board  is  getting  more  common  every  year. 

797.  Will  you  explain  the  difference  between  com  being  consigned,  and  com 
being  sold  free  on  board  ? — Where  a  merchant  in  Ireland  has  corn  in  his  pos- 
session, if  he  disposes  of  it  free  on  board,  as  soon  as  it  is  put  on  board  the  vessel 
he  has  done  with  it;  if  he  consigns  it,  it  comes  to  Liverpool  and  is  sold  there 
for  his  account. 

798.  In 
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798.  In  one  case  he  is  the  principal,  and  in  the  other  the  agent? — The  Mr.CAoHes Lyo^ 

shipper  in  Ireland  is  principal  in  both  cases  ;  the  agent  in  Liverpool  sells  to      — 

a  purchaser  in  Liverpool.  16  Maj  t8s4* 

799.  Then  the  purchaser  buys  on  his  own  account? — Yes. 

800.  When  he  receives  a  consignment,  he  then  sells  for  the  account  c£  the 
shipper,  and  charges  him  a  commission  for  his  trouble  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  general 
system. 

801.  The  Liverpool  corn-merchants  are  commission  agents? — There  are 
some  who  confine  themselves  entirely  to  commission,  others  who  buy  as  well  as 
receive  on  commission  ;  it  is  very  common  to  purchase  a  cargo  free  on  board, 
on  condition  that  they  will  ship  us  a  cargo  on  consignment. 

^02.  Have  you  generally  regard  to  the  measure  as  well  as  to  the  weight  of 
corn  ? — We  are  guided  as  to  the  weight  per  measure  by  our  own  judgment  of 
the  quality,  we  only  buy  by  weight ;  we  seldom  use  both  as  a  test  of  quality 
in  the  Irish  wheat,  although  it  is  sometimes  done;  we  judge  by  the  eye  and 
band ;  some  who  have  not  confidence  in  their  own  judgment,  weigh  and 
measure. 

803.  Your  judgment  tells  you  that  the  com  will  measure  so  much  to  the 
70  lbs.  ? — Yes ;  or  that  it  will  weigh  so  much  by  the  Imperial  busheL 

^04.  For  oats  they  generally  guarantee  the  weight? — In  case  of  a  free-on- 
board sale,  weight  is  generally  mentioned. 

&05.  You  take  into  account  both  the  weight  and  the  measure  ? — Yes ;  it  is 
generally  &(tated  that  they  will  weigh  such  a  weight  per  Imperial  bushel ;  it  is 
the  custom  of  the  trade.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more  necessity  for  it  im 
oats  tiian  there  is  in  wheat.  In  making  our  purchases,  we  go  more  on  the 
respectability  of  the  shipper  than  on  anything  else ;  we  know  pretty  well  the 
quality  of  what  each  person  will  ship. 

806.  Does  one  shipper  always  buy  the  same  quality  ? — I  suppose  as  near  as. 
he  can,  but  some  will  buy  an  inferior  quality :  the  respectable  shippers  will 
•confine  themselves  to  the  superior  qualities  of  wheat;  the  inferior  dealers  are 
anxious  to  make  free-on4>oard  sales,  for  the  corn  will  not  stand  examination  so 
well,  and  perhaps  they  sell  at  as  high  a  price  as  the  others,  till  they  become 
known  in  the  market. 

807.  In  the  case  of  Dundalk  wheat,  which  is  generally  finer  and  more  valu- 
able than  that  in  some  other  ports,  yon  prefer  the  heaviest  of  two  parcels  of  the 
same  kind  of  wheat,  do  not  you? — Yes,  we  should  do  so;  the  heaviest  parcel 
of  the  same  description  of  wheat  maybe  generally  considered  as  the  best:  there 
are  ports  in  Ireland  where  wheat  may  not  be  so  heavy  as  that  in  some  other 
ports,  but  still  be  of  superior  quality. 

808.  In  different  seasons,  does  not  the  quality  vary  from  the  different  ship- 
ping ports  ? — ^Yes,  it  does  ;  therefore  we  cannot  judge  of  the  quality  in  a  port 
from  the  quality  of  the  previous  season  ;  and  thence  the  necessity  of  getting 
samples  at  the  commencement  of  every  season. 

So^.  Is  not  the  Irish  wheat  subject  to  more  fluctuation  in  value  than  EngUsh 
wheat,  from  their  using  the  same  seeds  in  successive  years  ? — There  are  parts 
in  Ireland  where  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  growing  and  selling  a  large 
quantity  of  oats  annually ;  they  have  continued  to  cultivate  oats  on  the  same 
ground,  and  have  not  changed  their  seed  sufficiently,  and  the  quality  has  gra- 
dually deteriorated  and  become  lighter  every  year ;  that  is  a  good  deal  the 
case  in  some  part  of  the  west  of  Ireland. 

810.  Do  you  consider  that  the  deterioration  in  quality  arises  from  their  using 
the  same  seeds,  or  sowing  on  the  same  ground,  in  succeeding  years  ? — 1  think  it 
is  a  combination  of  both.  We  find  that  in  some  parts,  where  they  have  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  growing  much  wheat,  they  have  grown  it  the  last  year  or  two ;  it 
has  been  of  a  remarkably  fine  quality,  but  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  grow  worse 
from  the  same  cause  that  it  has  in  other  parts. 

811.  Is  it  not  indispensable  to  take  into  account  both  the  weight  and  the 
measure,  in  the  case  of  oats  ? — No,  (except  in  your  own  judgment) ;  I  should 
say,  in  purchasing  in  Ireland,  it  is  not.  I  should  stipulate  for  weight  per  mea- 
sure with  a  person  with  whom  I  w^as  making  a  bargain,  that  I  did  not  know, 
but  we  generally  go  upon  the'  character  of  a  shipper. 

812.  You  know,  from  your  experience  of  former  years,  what  the  weight  per 
measure  will  be?— It  varies  in  the  different  ports  ;  we  know  that  at  Westport 
the  oats  are  generally  from  40 lbs,  to  4 libs.,  and  that  is  the  way  oats  are 

0.36.  K  2  generally 
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Mr.  Charles  Ia/oh.  generally  described  when  a  purchase  is  made.     In  Galway  they  are  much 

lighter,  perhaps  36  lbs.  or  37  lbs. ;  therefore,  when  we  order  those  oats,  we  have 

i6  May  1834.     a  general  knowledge  of  what  the  weight  will  be,  after  seeing  a  sample  at  the 
commencement  of  the  season. 

813.  Are  there  not  a  great  variety  of  wheats  in  Ireland? — There  are. 

814.  Is  it  not  indispensably  necessary  to  take  into  account  the  weight  and 
the  measure,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  grain  ? — 1  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  take  it  practically  into  account,  our  own  judgment  accounts  for  it. 

815.  lou  still  look  to  weight,  but  estimate  it  by  your  judgment,  without 
putting  that  into  practice  ? — Yes. 

816.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  weights  used  in  Ireland? — The  farmer  sells 
in  some  parts  by  the  stone,  in  some  parts  by  the  cwt.(;  I  do  not  know  any  other 
standard  by  which  they  sell :  the  shippers  sell  by  the  barrel. 

817.  In  Cork,  does  not  the  farmer  sell  by  the  barrel? — I  cannot  speak  to 
my  own  knowledge ;  I  have  no  connection  with  that  port. 

818.  How  much  does  the  barrel  weigh  ? — A  barrel  of  wheat  weighs  280  lbs. ; 
a  barrel  of  oats  I96  lbs. ;  a  barrel  of  barley  224  lbs. ;  a  barrel  of  beans  280  lbs. 

819.  When  you  say  barrel,  you  mean  to  refer  to  weight? — Just  so. 

820.  When  you  receive  the  grain,  you  ascertain  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract 
by  weighing,  not  by  measuring,  the  bulk  received  ? — It  is  shipped  by  the  ton 
weight,  and  received  by  the  ton. 

821.  What  is  the  weight  of  a  quarter  of  grain  ? — We  never  either  buy  or  sell 
wheat  by  the  quarter ;  but  if  we  described  it  by  the  quarter,  we  should  call  it 
eight  bushels  of  70lbs.  each. 

822.  If  you  sell  any  of  your  grain  at  a  place  where  the  prices  are  quoted  by 
measure,  how  do  you  estimate  the  advantages  it  would  be  to  you  to  send  to 
one  port  or  another  ? — Liverpool  is  seldom  a  shipping  port,  it  is  principdly 
a  receiving  port. 

823.  You  would  foresee  a  difficulty  if  Liverpool  were  a  shipping  port,  as  you 
would  be  obliged  to  measure  your  corn  as  well  as  weigh  it,  for  the  purpose  <£ 
ascertaining  the  advantage  of  sending  to  one  port  or  another  ? — Yes :  it  happens 
sometimes  that  we  have  transactions  with  London  in  oats ;  we  ship  to  London, 
and  we  receive  from  London,  and  then  we  have  to  make  those  calculations. 

824.  You  have  to  ascertain  the  actual  measure? — ^Yes,  we  have. 

825.  When  you  have  imported  a  ton  of  wheat  into  Liverpool,  by  what 
standard  do  you  retail  it? — By  a  weight  of  yolbs. 

826.  If  you  had  imported  a  ton,  you  would  sell  it  by  weight  without  refer- 
ence to  measure  ? — We  should. 

827.  And  the  purchaser  would,  by  his  eye  ascertaining  whether  it  was  the 
quality  he  wished,  purchase  that  wheat,  and  give  you  a  certain  price,  without 
regard  to  measure  ? — ^Yes ;  he  would  say,  I  wUl  give  you  such  a  price  for  this 
wheat  per  70  lbs. 

828.  Does  not  the  necessity  of  having  a  system  to  combine  weight  and 
measure  depend  on  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of  the  person  who  purchases 
it ;  if  he  be  a  skilful  purchaser,  who  has  known  the  quality  of  corn  he  requires^ 
he  will  be  able  to  tell  that  without  being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  measure? 
—Yes. 

829.  Having  recourse  to  measure  is  only  a  substitute  for  skill  in  the  purchase 
of  corn  ? — Decidedly,  where  weight  is  the  standard ;  we  make  use  of  measure 
only  for  the  convenience  of  moving  the  corn. 

830.  It  is  only  requisite  as  a  substitute  for  skill  in  purchasing  ? — I  should 
say  so. 

831.  In  quotations,  what  information  to  a  distant  market,  in  which  the  sales 
are  effected  by  measure,  is  conveyed  by  announcement  of  the  price  per  weight 
in  the  Liverpool  market  ? — I  do  not  say  that  the  information  is  very  perfect, 
but  we  find  no  inconvenience  in  conveying  information  on  those  terms. 

832.  In  Liverpool  you  buy  chiefly  from  places  where  weight  is  used  ? — Yes. 

833.  The  merchant  in  Ireland  buys  by  the  stone  or  hundred-weight  ? — Yes. 

834.  Does  he  export  by  the  stone  or  hundred-weight  ? — No,  he  exports  by 
the  barrel. 

835.  When  com  is  sent  from  Ireland,  is  it  sent  in  bulk  ? — It  is  sent  in  bulk. 

836.  What  is  it  put  in  to  be  weighed  ? — It  is  put  in  sacks. 

837.  Do  those  sacks  contain  the  same  weight  ? — They  contain  no  exact 

weight ; 
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weight ;  they  put  them  in  without  regard  to  any  particular  measure  or  any   Mr.  Charla  Lym 
particular  weight ;  they  put  it  in  as  it  comes  to  the  hands  of  the  busheller.  

838.  All  you  look  to  is  a  certain  weight  of  a  given  sample? — Just  so-  16  May  1834. 

839.  Do  you  know  how  the  inspectors  make  their  returns  when  the  com  is 
sold  by  weight  ? — The  inspector  has  a  system  laid  down  by  Act  of  Parliament : 
he  is  told  how  much  he  must  consider  as  the  Imperial  bushel. 

840.  Does  the  merchant  in  Ireland  chiefly  consign,  or  send  it  to  order  ? — 
He  sells  it  free  on  board,  or  else  consigns  it. 

841.  Supposing  the  bulk  not  to  correspond  with  the  sample,  has  the  buyer 
the  right  of  rejection  ? — He  has  a  right,  but  it  is  very  seldom  of  any  use 
rejecting  in  Irish  purchases,  for  as  soon  as  the  bill  of  lading  is  received, 
the  purchaser  makes  his  payment  either  by  bills  or  by  cash  remitted  ;  and  as  far 
my  experience  goes,  we  have  found  it  of  very  little  use  disputing  the  purchase 
when  the  payment  is  made. 

842.  Is  it  frequently  the  case  that  the  bulk  differs  from  the  sample? — It  is 
often  the  case  with  shippers  that  we  do  not  know  to  be  highly  respectable ;  in 
fact  we  will  not  give  so  much  money  for  the  corn  of  a  shipper  that  we  do  not 
Icnow  or  that  is  of  doubtful  character,  as  we  will  for  the  corn  shipped  by  a  man 
that  we  know  to  be  respectable,  because  we  expect  that  there  will  be  some 
deviation. 

843.  What  obstacles  are  there  to  rejecting  corn  that  does  not  correspond 
with  the  sample  ? — The  principal  obstacle  is  our  having  paid  for  it,  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  redress. 

844.  Do  you  consider  that  if  weight  and  measure  were  used,  that  more 
bargains  would  be  thrown  up  ? — I  think  it  is  very  likely  there  would,  if  weight    - 
and  measure  were  used  in  the  contract. 

845.  Would  not  that  imply  that  the  corn  hitherto  sold  does  not  correspond 
with  the  sample  ? — I  do  not  think  that  weight  and  measure  could  be  used  in 
purchasing  free  on  board,  because  the  voyage  is  sure  to  alter  the  weight  of  it ; 
by  confining  it  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  for  a  time,  the  weight  per  bushel  may 
possibly  decrease  very  much,  but  the  bulk  would  increase. 

846.  If  you  think  that  the  com  hitherto  sold  in  bulk  has  fairly  corresponded 
with  the  samples,  why  do  you  think  that  many  bargains  would  be  thrown  up  by 
xesorting  to  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — Because  in  a  falling  market  people 
who  chose  to  act  dishonestly  would  have  a  greater  ground  to  dispute  the  con- 
tract,  where  there  was  a  combination,  than  they  would  where  there  was  a  simple 
weight  or  simple  measure. 

847.  Would  not  such  a  system  give  a  great  opening  in  a  falling  market  for 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  ? — I  think  so  ;  but  I  think  it  is  impossible  to 
adopt  that  system  on  free-on-board  sales.  It  would  be  out  of  the  question  to 
jexpect  that  the  corn  should  weigh  the  same  per  bushel  when  it  arrived  as  when 
it  was  shipped. 

848.  In  stating  that,  are  not  you  supposing  that  the  whole  of  the  corn  would 
be  weighed  and  measured  ;  because  otherwise  why  would  the  purchaser  have  so 
jnuch  more  scope  for  committing  fraud  ? — Suppose  I  made  a  purchase  free  on 
board  in  Ireland,  (you  must  suppose  that  the  Imperial  bushel  is  the  standard), 
I  buy  so  many  Imperial  bushels,  ea,ch  bushel  of  which  shall  weigh  60  lbs. ;  when 
It  arrives  in  Liverpool  I  have  the  number  of  Imperial  bushels,  but  it  only  weighs 
58  lbs.,  in  consequence  of  causes  operating  upon  it  during  the  voyage. 

849.  Do  you  consider  that  in  so  short  a  voyage  as  that  from  Ireland  to 
Liverpool  so  great  change  could  take  place  ? — Yes ;  because  we  have  had  grain 
on  board  on  its  way  from  Galway  two  months,  and  sometimes  more  than  that, 
.and  sometimes  we  get  it  from  the  east  coast  in  1%  hours. 

850.  Would  not  th?it  be  a  suflicient  ground  for  an  allowance,  being  made 
either  on  one  side  or  the  other? — It  might  be  considered  a  sufficient  ground; 
but  when  you  have  a  written  contract  stating  weight  and  measure,  if  the  buyer 
chooses  to  be  dishonourable  he  does  not  go  upon  circumstances,  he  will  go  upon 
his  contract. 

851.  Does  not  the  bulk  often  disappoint  expectation,  from  the  change  in  its 
condition  ? — Very  often. 

852.  Is  that  more  fairly  tested  by  measure,  or  by  weight  and  measure  ? — 
The  dealer  would  not  test  it  either  by  weight  or  measure;  his  own  judgment 
from  the  appearance  would  be  the  guide. 

853.  Are  not  all  cargoes  liable  to  deteriorate  ? — More  or  less^ 

K  3  854.  Does 
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Mr.  Charles  lAfon.        g^^,  Does  this  liability  extend  to  inland  transactions  ? — I  should  think  not, 

— because  the  corn  has  not  to  experience  those  causes  which  create  this  change 

1 6  May  1834.      ^\^q^  it  is  in  Store,  as  it  has  on  its  voyage  from  one  port  to  another. 

855.  Is  not  the  Liverpool  bushel  of  70 lbs.  a  nominal  measure? — Yes. 

856.  Does  not  the  corn  come  chiefly  in  bulk,  and  being  in  bulk  it  is  then 
equally  fit  for  weighing  and  measuring,  as  the  practice  of  the  place'  may  be  ? 
—Yes. 

857.  Will  you  state  the  course  of  discharging  a  cargo  at  Liverpool  ? — The 
greater  part  of  the  cargoes  that  arrive  in  Liverpool  from  Ireland  are  sold  from 
the  vessel.  The  weights  and  scales  are  placed  upon  the  deck,  the  sack  is 
lowered  into  the  hold  and  there  filled,  and  raised  on  deck  by  the  ship's  crew, 
and  it  falls  into  the  scale.  A  man  stands  by  to  weigh  ;  sometimes  each  sack 
is  to  be  of  an  equal  weight,  otherwise  he  merely  weighs  the  sack,  and  puts 
down  the  weight  in  his  book,  and  it  is  carried  away  in  a  cart ;  his  book  is  after- 
wards added  up,  and  reduced  to  bushels  of  70  lbs. 

858.  Why  do  you  prefer  the  70  lbs.  in  Liverpool  ? — We  prefer  it  principally 
because  it  is  a  practice  we  have  long  adopted.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
selling  com  by  that,  and  it  assimilates  with  the  Irish  barrel. 

859.  Woulli  not  any  other  tale  of  quantities  do  as  well  as  70lbs. ;  might  not 
100  or  200  lbs.  do  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  averages? — Yes;  I  do 
not  think  we  should  object  to  any  standard  of  weight ;  it  would  make  veiy 
little  difference  whether  we  sold  by  60  or  70  lbs. 

860.  If  your  trade  in  corn  principally  depends  upon  liie  Irish  trade,  would  it 
not  be  a  convienience  for  you  to  make  use  of  a  multiple  of  pounds  as  nearly  as 
possible  equivalent  to  the  Irish  multiple;  for  example,  suppose,  instead  of 
making  use  of  70ibs.,  llS^lbs.  were  used,  that  is  eight  stone;  then  2j  of 
the  Liverpool  measure  would  be  exactly  equivalent  to  one  of  the  Irish  bairel ; 
would  not  that  be  convenient? — I  do  not  think  it  would  cause  any  incon- 
venience. 

861.  Do  you  attach  any  value  to  there  being  an  easy  comparison  of  the  Irisli 
and  English  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  certain  convenience  in  it,  in  the  facility  of 
calculation. 

862.  As  the  corn  is  sent  chiefly  in  balk,  is  the  contents  of  the  sack  of  mudi 
importance  ?— It  is  oi  no  farther  importance  than  that  it  is  convenient  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying.  A  man  could  not  carry  a  sack  containing  six  bushels  of 
wheat,  but  he  could  carry  a  sack  containing  three  or  four. 

863.  Do  you  consider,  that  for  the  purpose  of  quotation  practically,  the  range 
of  prices  at  certain  markets,  with  the  weight  atone,  would  contain  sufficient 
information  ? — I  think  it  would  give  sufficient  information,  but  it  would  not  give 
perfect  information  ;  not  so  perfect  as  combination  of  weight  and  measure. 

864.  But  you  think  the  range  of  prices  at  certain  markets  would  generally 
give  sufficient  information  ? — We  have  no  complaint  of  want  of  information 
from  our  correspondents  in  consequence  of  the  present  system. 

865.  Is  it  not  the  fact,  that  the  difficulh^  is  not  so  great  in  a  market  like 
Liverpool,  where  every  quality  of  grain  is  found,  as  it  would  be  in  a  small 
market? — iWe  always  quote  the  whole  range  of  prices,  although  the  whole 
range  is  not  always  found ;  but  we  always  know  what  the  different  qualities 
would  be  worth. 

866.  Is  not  weight  coupled  with  price  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  quality 
as  well  as  the  quantity  of  corn  ? — If  no  measure  is  taken  into  account,  and  you 
know  that  a  paiticular  weight  is  sold  for  a  particular  price,  it  may  be  good 
wheat,  or  it  may  be  inferior  wheat ;  because  the  quantity  may  be  an  Imperial 
bushel  to  weigh  the  70  lbs.,  or  it  may  be  an  Imperial  bushel  and  a  half  of 
inferior  wheat,  fetching  the  same  price. 

867.  Do  you  think  that  the  price  of  wheat,  without  the  quantity,  would  be  a 
sufficient  criterion  of  the  quality ;  'might  you  not  in  two  markets  have  two  kinds 
of  corn,  one  of  them  averaging  much  higher  than  the  other,  but  the  corn  might 
not  bear  that  proportionate  difference  ? — Yes,  I  should  say  you  might ;  I  agree 
in  opinion  that  local  circumstances  always  have  an  influence  on  prices. 

868.  Should  you  be  governed  by  weight  alone  in  your  purchases  either  of 
Irish  or  of  English  corn  ?— No. 

869.  Do  hot  you  generally  take  into  account  the  measure  ? — ^Yes,  in  my  own 
judgment  I  do. 

870.  As  you*are  governed  in  your  own  estimate  of  the  quality  of  the  com  by 
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the  weight  and  measure,  do  not  you  conceive  that  a  quotation  that  purports  to  Mr.  Charles  Lyoiu 

give  to  the  public  an  account  of  the  value,  should  state  the  same  incidents,       - 

namely,  the  quality  or  weight  and  measure,  and  the  price  ? — I  think  it  would      J^  May  i8a4» 
^ive  them  much  more  perfect  information  of  the  state  of  the  market  of  which 
the  quotation  is  made,  as  they  aie  not  able  to  seethe  samples. 

871.  As  the  inspectors  aiso  return  the  number  of  quarters  sold,  would  not 
the  addition  of  such  particulars  give  a  fair  account  of  the  state  of  the  market 
by  means  of  the  quantity  sold  r — Yes,  it  would. 

872.  Is  it  not  convenient  that  the  sacks-  should  always  hold  a  given  quan- 
tity ? — Yes,  it  is  more  convenient  that  they  should,  because  we  are  sometimes 
^obliged  to  put  in  a  certain  quantity  for  the  convenience  of  the  country  dealers. 

873.  Is  it  not  supposed  that  if  there  be  any  appai'ent  difference  it  admits 
of  easy  comparison,  and  that  it  would  be  only  necessary  to  measure  the  sacks 
which  are  apparently  different? — I  should  think  that  where  corn  is  put  up  by 
measure  in  sacks  that  varied  in  their  contents,  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
.measure  every  sack,  or  to  mark  on  each  sack  its  contents. 

874.  Then  the  only  use  of  weight  in  that  way  is  to  furnish  a  better  absolute 
test  of  quantity  than  measure  does  ? — Yes,  as  it  is  more  easy  to  weigh  a  quantity 
.of  corn  in  sacks  thap  to  put  it  out  and  measure  it;  every  sack  is  weighed 
without  regard  to  contents,  and  all  summed  up  together. 

875.  Does  it  tell  the  quality  ?— ^No^  except  combined  with  measure :  it  is 
a  guide  in  judging  of  the  quality. 

876.  In  the  case  of  inland  transactions,  does  the  statement  of  the  weight 
and  measure  increase  the  probability  of  bargains  being  thrown  up  on  account 
of  change  of  condition  ? — It  is  not  near  so  liable  to  change  in  condition  as  it 
is  in  its  voyage  from  Ireland  to  Liverpool^  although  changes  in  the  condition 
may  take  place  in  its  passage  in  the  voyages  up  the  country.  I  think  the 
weight  would  very  frequently  change. 

877.  If  the  Irish  traffic  were  changed  to  weight  and  measure,  would  the 
merchants  have  any  objection  to  abandon  the  present  system  for  one  of  weight 
and  measure? — I  think  they  would  have  great  objection. 

878.  Are  not  all  cargoes  shipped  by  the  ton  ? — All  cargoes  from  Ireland. 

879.  If  therefore  it  was  required  by  law  that  all  sales  should  be  in  weight 
and  measure,  by  stating  the  number  of  quai*ters  and  the  weight  per  bushel, 
might  not  the  sales  be  effected  by  weight,  and  the  deliverance  be  checked  bj 
weight  or  by  measure,  as  might  best  suit  the  habits  or  prejudices  of  those  who 
now  use  weight  and  measure  ? — They  might,  but  they  never  would  unless  they 
were  obliged  to  adopt  that  course  in  their  transactions. 

880.  Do  you  not  conceive  that,  notwithstanding  it  should  be  required  by  law 
that  corn  should  be  sold  by  measure  regulated  by  weight,  that  for  carrying 
purposes  weight  might  be  used  ? — Yes,  I  think  weight  is  much  the  best  plan 
to  be  used  in  carrying  purposes ;  and  as  far  as  [  am  concerned,  I  never  knew 
any  other  system  but  that  of  weight,  both  in  our  inland  conveyances  and  in 
those  by  sea, 

881.  When  com  is  bought  abroad  by  merchants  at  Liverpool,  is  it  not 
bought  according  to  the  measure  of  the  countiy  where  it  is  purchased  ? — Not 
generally  ;  we  generally  buy  it  by  the  Imperial  measure. 

882.  When  received  in  Liverpool,  is  it  not  in  bulk? — Generally, 

883.  May  not  corn  in  bulk  be  either  weighed  or  measured,  as  the  practice 
or  convenience  of  the  trade  may  require,  the  weight  per  measure  being  given  ? 
— There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  :  there  are  facilities  for  doing  both 
jOn  board  the  vessel ;  foreign  corn  is  generally  both  weighed  and  measured. 

884.  Is  tliere  a  large  import  of  foreign  corn  at  Liverpool  ? — It  depends  upon 
the  state  of  the  corn  trade  ;  sometimes  we  are  months  without  .having  a  single 
cargo,  as  at  present. 

885.  Can  you  give  a  general  comparison  of  the  average  imports  of  foreign 
com  and  of  Irish  corn  ? — The  importation  of  Irish  corn  is  always  greater  thaq 
that  of  foreign  corn* 

886.  Do  you  think  it  is  as  two  to  one? — On  the  average  of  years  I  should 
think  it  is  much  more. 

887.  Have  you  ever  known  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  to  exceed  that  of 
Irish  corn  in  any  one  year  ? — I  see  in  the  year  1830  to  1831  it  exceeded  it  by 
about  190,006  quarters.  The  quantities  were  239,677  quarters  from  Irelandf, 
and  4^,470  quarters  of  foreign ;  that  was  a  year  when  there  must  have  been 
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Mr.  Charles  Lyon,  a  very  light  crop  in  England  and  Ireland,  for  it  is  the  smallest  importatioQ  that 

we  have  had  for  some  years. 

16  May  1834,  ggg    gy|.  ^^  present  the  importation  of  Irish  com  as  compared  with  foreign 

com,  is  as  two  to  one  ? — Last  year  it  was  six  times  the  quantity  of  foreign  com. 

889.  How  is  the  quantity  of  Irish  com  imported  into  Liverpool  ascertained, 
seeing  that  Irish  corn  pays  no  duty  ? — It  is  from  statements  kept  by  merchants 
engaged  in  the  Irish  trade. 

890.  Do  you  consider  that  the  quantity  of  com  imported  is  pretty  accurately 
ascertained  ? — I  do. 

891.  And  that  it  is  generally  known  among  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  ?— 
Yes ;  because  every  cargo  is  reported  at  the  Custom-house,  and  it  is  published 
in  the  list  by  a  clerk  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  whenever  a  vessel  is 
reported,  the  report  is  handed  to  him  after  it  is  finished  for  entry  in  our 
trade-list. 

892.  If  1,000  quarters  of  com  weigh  60lbs.  to  the  bushel,  might  not  the 
price  be  ascertained  by  multiplying  the  quarters  by  the  number  of  pounds  to 
the  bushel  ? — I  do  not  see  how  it  could. 

893.  Would  it  not  answer  every  purpose  to  weigh  instead  of  measuring,  a 
few  parcels  of  com  being  measured  to  test  the  quantity  ? — We  should  ascer- 
tain the  quantity  by  weight. 

894.  You  object  to  measuring  because  it  is  open  to  fraud  ;  do  you  consider 
that  weight  is  less  so  r — Yes  ;  I  consider  that  weight  is  much  the  more  perfect 
standard,  because,  except  by  imperfect  weights,  it  would  not  be  so  liable  to 
fraud.  There  is  no  skill  required  in  weighing ;  one  man  will  weigh  as  well  as 
another ;  whereas  in  the  practice  of  measuring,  a  person  who  is  experienced 
and  skilful  in  the  practice  can  measure  a  bulk  into  a  greater  quantity  than  one 
who  has  not  had  much  experience. 

895.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  weighing  to  be  less  expensive  than 
measuring  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  less  expensive ;  but  I  think  there  would  be 
very  little  difference. 

896.  Do  you  consider  it  less  troublesome? — I  think  there  would  be  veiy 
little  difference  in  either  the  trouble  or  expense,  when  it  got  into  universal 
practice. 

897.  Will  you  state  how  long  it  will  take  to  discharge  a  cargq  of  com  at 
Liverpool ;  and  what  number  of  men  does  it  require  ? — Five  men  would  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  it  from  the  vessel.  We  should  only  employ  five  men 
for  any  sized  vessel ;  and  five  men  would  discharge  2,000  barrels  of  wheat  in 
about  two  days,  but  the  wheat  is  hoisted  out  of  the  hold  by  the  ship's  crew. 

898.  What  are  the  wages  of  the  men? — We  pay  them  3^.  a  day. 

899.  You  say  the  corn  is  brought  in  bulk;  is  it  weighed  in  the  hold  or  on  the 
deck  ? — It  is  weighed  on  the  deck ;  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  weighed  in 
the  hold. 

900.  Will  you  state  the  exact  process;  what  becomes  of  the  com  after- 
wards?— We  have  what  we  call  bushellers,  that  we  pay  4rf.  for  every  100 
bushels  that  they  put  up ;  the  carrier  receives  the  same  wages ;  it  would  re- 
quire one  of  each  ;  then  we  employ  what  they  call  sackholders,  it  would  require 
two  of  them ;  and  another  man  whom  we  call  a  trimmer,  to  shovel  the  com  in 
the  hold ;  one  man  would  do  for  that  part ;  making  five. 

901.  What  becomes  of  the  com  after  that? — It  is  either  carried  to  the  ware- 
house or  carried  to  the  carrier's  quay,  or  shipped  on  board  a  flat  alongside  the 
vessel,  in  which  latter  case  we  should  dispense  with  the  carrier. 

902.  Do  not  you  think  that  measuring  might  be  conducted  with  as  much 
expedition  and  as  much  certainty  as  weighing  ? — It  might  be  conducted  with 
as  much  expedition,  but  I  think  not  with  so  much  certainty,  because  it  depends 
so  much  upon  the  skill  of  the  measurer. 

903.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the  meters  in  London  ? — No ; 
except  that  I  know  that  their  charges  are  heavier  than  our  own,  from  trans- 
actions which  I  have  had  with  London ;  where  we  have  had  sales  made  ther^ 
we  know  that  the  charges  are  greater  than  the  charges  upon  sales  of  the  same 
quantity  would  have  been  in  our  port. 

904.  At  Liverpool  does  not  the  consignee,  or  somebody  on  his  behalf,  attend 
to  check  the  weight  ? — A  man  always  attends  to  take  the  weight. 

905.  Must  not  his  labour  be  taken  into  account,  in  comparing  the  cost  of 
the  London  and  Liverpool  practice  ? — It  must ;  but  the  man  that  puts  dowa 
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the  weight  is  the  man  that  does  weigh,  he  can  attend  the  scale  and  put  down    m  C*  fc*  Lmm 
the  w^eight;  before  another  sack  is  put  in,  it  is  easy  for  him  to  put  the  weight  xyon. 

^^^°-  .    .  16  May  1834. 

906.  Are  you  aware  that  in  London  it  is  never  thought  necessary  to  check 

a  sworn  meter  ?—  I  have  heard  so. 

907.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  time  that  it  requires  to  wei^h  any  quantity 
of  wheat  ? — 1  should  think,  from  the  time  that  the  sack  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
holders,  it  would  be  weighed  on  the  deck  in  two  or  three  minutes;  a  sack 
containing  four  bushels. 

908.  Adopting  weight  for  the  check  on  the  carriers,  might  not  the  corn  be 
sold  in  the  market  at  so  much  per  quarter,  weighing  so  much  per  bushel  ? — 
It  might  be ;  but  I  think  that  when  a  contract  is  made,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  to  have  any  reference  to  the  way  in  which  it  would  be  carried,  whe- 
ther by  weight  or  measure,  because  most  carriers  that  I  am  acquainted  with 
carry  only  by  weight ;  and  if  I  sell  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  when  I  deliver  it  to 
the  carrier  I  shall  have  to  state  the  weight. 

909.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  returns  to  the  inspectors  being  made 
on  the  terms  of  the  merchant,  that  is,  100  quarters,  in  60lbs.  per  bushel,  at 
60^.  ?— Not  at  all ;  the  only  alteration  from  the  present  way  of  making  the 
return  would  be  in  stating  the  actual  weight  of  the  article  sold  per  Imperial 
bushel,  because  we  all  make  our  returns  now  in  the  weight  or  the  measure  in 
which  we  make  the  sale. 

910.  Would  you  recommend  that  those  returns  should  be  given  to  the  public 
by  the  inspectors  ? — Yes,  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to  have  Uie  quotations  con- 
veyed to  the  public  in  that  way. 

911.  How  would  you  propose  that  that  should  be  done;  might  it  not  be 
published  in  the  newspaper  or  the  district,  by  the  inspector? — I  think  that  is  the 
only  way  in  which  it  could  be  done,  and  there  are  very  few  newspapers  but 
what  do  give  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  market ;  and  the  account  would  be 
very  correctly  conveyed  to  them  by  the  inspectors. 

912.  Would  not  those  newspapers  furnish  the  account  free  of  cost? — I  have 
no  doubt  they  would,  because  it  would  be  an  account  to  be  depended  upon 
from  actual  transactions.     I  think  they  would  have  no  objection  even  to  pub-  - 
lish  that  account  in  addition  to  any  other  circular  which  they  might  choose  to 
insert. 

913.  Making  the  distinction  between  the  use  of  weight  as  a  check  upon  the 
carrier,  and  the  weight  and  measure  as  a  standard  of  value  to  the  buyer  and 
seller,  do  you  think  that  if  the  latter  be  adopted  for  sale  purposes,  the  former 
might  be  adopted  for  carrying  on  granary  purposes  r — Yes ;  but  I  think  only 
one  system  would  be  adopted  generally. 

914.  Would  not  the  particulars  of  quality  and  price  also  serve  to  indicate 
more  precisely  the  reason  of  variation  of  price? — ^Yes,  it  would. 

915.  And  coupled  with  the  former  particulars,  would  it  not  serve  to  indicate 
also  the  quantity  of  corn  sold,  and  the  state  of  supply  and  demand  in  that 
commodity  ? — Yes,  it  would  have  that  eflfect,  certainly. 

916.  Do  you  conceive  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  effecting  a 
change  from  weight  to  measure,  it  being  provided  that  the  buyer  might  be  at 
liberty  to  test  the  quantity  delivered  by  weight  or  by  measure,  or  by  both,  a* 
he  may  desire,  but  at  his  own  expence  ? — 1  think  there  would  be  some  difficulty 
iu  enforcing  any  fresh  system,  but  an  universal  system  would  more  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  traders  in  corn  than  any  other ;  and  I  think  if  the  system  was 
established  universally,  and  enforced  by  penalty,  any  change  would  readily  be 
made  by  the  parties  trading  in  corn. 

917.  Do  not  you  conceive  that  a  combined  system,  on  the  terms  that  have 
been  mentioned,  would  readily  amalgamate  with  the  practices  at  present  pre^ 
vailing  in  the  different  districts  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would ;  for  I  do  not  think 
they  would  generally  adopt  a  combined  system. 

918.  Is  it  not  desirable  that  memorandums  should  be  given  on  contracts 
made  for  the  sale  of  com  ? — It  is  desirable  that  thev  should,  but  I  think  they 
seldom  are  in  retail  transactions ;  they  are  now  made  on  the  honour  of  the  par- 
ties  making  them,  and  the  buyer  would  generally  be  offended  at  being  asked 
for  a  written  contract. 

919.  Are  not  contracts  now  invalid  without  them? — They  are,  I  believe. 

L  920.  ir 
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Mr,  Ciarles  L^mL       920.  If  a  short  printed  form  were  devised,  might  it  not  conduce  to  the 

!-       universal  adoption  of  the  same  practice  ? — I  should  be  glad  to  see  it  adopted. 

i6May  1834.  g2i.  What  has  prevented  your  having  such  memorandums? — Its  not  being 

a  general  practice  ;  and  if  you  ask  for  a  memorandum,  a  person  would  think 
you  had  a  distrust  of  him  and  would  be  offended.  In  all  large  transactions  in 
Liverpool,  a  memorandum  does  pass  from  the  broker  to  the  buyer  and  the 
seller. 

922.  Do  you  consider  that  as  the  law  now  prescribes  the  use  of  a  contract, 
it  would  be  a  hardship  if  it  prescribed  a  particular  form  of  contract  ? — No, 
I  do  not  think  it  would,  because  we  may  suppose  that  the  form  of  that  contract 
would  be  a  very  simple  one. 

923.  Would  not  a  form  given  be  more  likely  to  facilitate  compliance  with  the 
law  ? — I  think  it  would. 

924.  Have  you  any  particular  objection  to  the  use  of  a  memorandum  ? — No, 
I  have  no  objection ;  I  should  be  glad  if  it  was  generally  adopted. 

925.  Would  it  injure  the  farmer  ? — Not  at  all,  I  should  think. 

926.  Would  it  injure  the  factor?— Not  at  all;  I  do  not  think  it  woold 
injure  any  party  in  the  com  trade. 

927.  Would  it  occastoil  any  loss  of  time,  or  be  inconvenient  to  any  party  ? 
— It  might  be  an  inconvenience  in  some  markets^  particularly  in  countiy 
msurkets  where  they  have  not  pen  and  ink  ready  at  hand ;  but  in  Liverpool 
and  places  where  we  have  markets  with  corn  stands,  it  would  be  no  in* 
convenience. 

928.  Do  you  consider  that,  whether  the  present  system  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, or  whether  the  law  should  prescribe  the  use  of  weight  alone,  or  the 
use  of  measure  alone,  or  the  adoption  of  a  combined  system,  the  use  of  a 
memorandum  would  be  equally  desirable  ? — Yes. 

929.  Is  not  the  public  exposed  to  great  injury  by  being  subjected  to  a 
breach  of  contract  in  consequence  of  no  memorandum  being  given  ? — Cer- 
tainly, because  the  buyer  has  nothing  to  do  but  say,  I  will  not  take  it ;  the 
seller  has  nothing  to  show  by  which  he  can  enforce  his  contract.  I  have 
often  experienced  inconvenience  and  loss  from  the  want  of  a  memorandum  j 

*    I  have  been  obliged  to  cancel  a  sale  because  I  could  not  proceed  against  the 
buyer  to  fiilfil  it. 

930.  Does  that  often  occur  in  Liverpool? — I  should  not  say  often,  but  it 
does  occur  occasionally. 

931.  What  takes  place  when  a  contract  is  not  ftilfilled  ? — We  endeavour  to 
induce  the  piu'chaser  to  fulfil  his  contract,  but  if  he  decidedly  says,  I  will  not, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  submit. 

932.  What  are  the  general  grounds  of  a  bargain  being  thrown  up  r — Infe- 
riority to  sample :  the  purchaser  will  sometimes  say  the  article  is  inferior  to 
the  sample,  when  it  is  not  the  case. 

933.  How  do  you  think  that  the  use  of  a  memorandum  would  alleviate  that 
inconvenience  r — It  would  enable  the  seller  to  oblige  the  purchaser  to  fulfil  his 
contract,  unless  he  had  sufficient  ground  for  rejecting  it. 

934.  If  a  farmer  came  prepared  with  his  written  ticket  filled  in  as  to  the 
quality  or  weight  of  his  corn,  and  his  name  signed,  would  it  consume  much 
time  to  insert  the  quantity  sold,  and  the  name  of  the  buyer  ? — No,  it  would 
not ;  but  a  contract  of  that  sort  would  be  illegal,  because  it  would  be  signed 
before  it  was  filled  up, 

935*  Is  not  a  ticket  now  in  fact  used  in  many  cases  ? — Yes  ;  in  all  transac- 
tions  of  any  extent  in  Liverpool,  a  regular  contract  is  given  to  both  buyer  and 
seller  by  the  broker. 

936.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  terms  of  the  contract  usually  inserted  in  the 
ticket? — In  a  purchase,  **  I  have  this  day  bought  on  yoiu:  account  5,000 
bushels  of  wheat  from  Messrs.  (whoever  it  may  be),  at  (such  a  price)  per  70  lbs.  ; 
payment,  cash  in  one  month,  allowing  two  months'  interest" 

937.  Do  you  desire  that,  whatever  standard  be  adopted  for  the  sale  of  com,  it 
should  be  uniform  ? — ^Yes ;  I  think  that  no  other  plan  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  country  except  an  uniform  one  ;  any  other  would  only  add  to  the  evils  that 
already  exist,  just  as  the  Imperial  measure  only  increased  the  number  of 
measures  already  in  use,  in  consequence  of  its  not  being  made  compulsory. 

938.  Do  you  think  that  uniformity  is  of  any  practical  importance  to  the  trade 
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of  the  country  ? — I  think  it  is  of  importance,  as  it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  Mr.  Ckarks  Lyon. 
trouble  to  the  trade.  -i.«._« 

939.  Do  you  think  any  inconvenience  is  experienced  from  the  want  of  an     16  May  1834. 
uniform  standard  ? — I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  complaints  of  inconvemences 

from  the  want  of  it,  but  we  do  not  experience  them  in  Liverpool. 

940.  Do  you  think  that  whatever  standard  be  adopted,  it  should  be  a  complete 
and  uniform  standard  ? — As  complete  as  can  be  formed ;  the  more  complete  the 
better. 

941.  Do  you  think  that  throughout  the  country  there  is  any  demuid  in  the 
com  trade  for  uniformity  ? — Yes,  I  think  there  is,  hut  not  amongst  those  that 
I  trade  with  ;  but  I  know  from  many  not  connected  with  the  trade  oi  Liverpool, 
that  they  are  anxious  for  an  uniform  standard* 

942.  Is  your  practice  at  Liverpool  so  uniform  that  you  do  not  experience  the 
inconveniences  felt  in  other  parts  of  the  country? — Certainly;  our  practice 
extends  universally  to  the  distance  of  30  miles  around  us ;  but  I  think  you 
would  not  have  much  difficulty  in  adopting  one  uniform  standard. 


Jwiiy  $T  die  Jlaw,.1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE.  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Williayn  Gray  Feamside,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

943.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — At  Camberwell ;  in  Mark-lane  is  my  office.  j^^ 

944.  State  what  is  your  occupation? — Chiefly  as  agent  for  the  purchase  of  Wm.G.Ftamnde 
foreign  grain.  

945.  And   will   you   state    the   opportunities    you    have    had    of  becoming     ^^  ^^1  ^^34« 
acquainted  with  the  subject  of  inquiry ;  the  practice  of  selling  com  ? — I  have 

been  some  years  in  the  trade,  and  likewise  resident  abroad,  and  therefore  have 
been  enabled  to  compare  the  different  transactions  in  English  and  foreign  grain. 

946.  With  the  practice  of  what  part  of  the  country  are  you  best  acquainted? — 
I  am  acquainted  with  that  of  London  and  Liverpool.  I  went  down  to  Liverpool 
on  the  part  of  the  meters  of  the  city  of  London,  when  there  was  an  investigation 
taking  place  respecting  their  oflfice,  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  mode  of 
naeasurement  and  porterage  at  Liverpool  with  that  of  London.  I  am  likewise 
acquainted  with  Hull,  Bristol,  Lynn,  Boston  and  Newcasde,  and  parts  of 
the  interior ;  with  the  farmers'  mode  of  measuring  their  grain,  and  sending  it  to 
market. 

'947.  You  have  also  been  on  the  Continent? — Yes,  I  have  been  resident 
at  Hamburgh  for  four  or  five  years,  and  been  through  part  of  Pomerania,  Prussia, 
•Mecklenburg,  and  the  whole  of  Denmark  and  Holstein. 

948.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  practices  of  Mark-lane ;  will  you  trace  the 
corn  from  the  farmer  to  the  factor,  and  from  him  to  the  consumer? — It  is  usual 
for  the  farmer  to  transmit  his  grain  from  the  different  counties,  with  the  exception 
of  Kent,  in  bulk,  on  board  various  sized  vessels ;  but  the  Kentish  grain  is  brought 
up.  generally  in  sacks,  by  people  called  "  Kentish  hoy  men,"  who  are  entitled  to 
a  particular  privilege  upon  our  market,  which  consists  in  selling  their  grain  for 
ready  money,  and  having  stands  free  of  expense,  and  paying  a  less  proportion  qf 
dues  for  metage,  &c.  The  wheat  of  other  counties  is  sold  on  bills  of  one  month, 
and  all  other  grain  at  two  months.  The  London  factor  becomes  a  kind  of  banker 
to  a  great  many  of  the  farmers,  who  are  accustomed  constantly  to  consign  their 
grain  to  him,  and  the  farmer  draws  as  he  may  require  money.  The  county  of 
JSssex  enjoys  the  same  exemptions  as  Kent,  as  to  the  payment  of  metage  and 
porterage.  This  custom  has  originated  in  the  fact,  that  during  the  plague  of  Lon- 
don, the  Kentish  and  Essex  men,  at  considerable  personal  risk,  even  of  their  lives, 
it  is  stated,  supplied  the  metropolis  with  grain. 

949.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  risk  of  their  lives  ? — During  the  plague  there 
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Mr.  was  every  probability  of  a  dearth,  from  the  dread  the  country  people  entertained 

f9^m.  G.  Fearnnde.  of  contagion  ;  and  having,  in  consequence,  refrained  from  supplying  the  inhabit- 

'       ants  wito  the  customary  provisions,  the  Kentish  and  Essex  farmers  brought  up 

22  Maj  1834,      their  grain  to  Brewer's  quay,  in  Thames-street,  then  called  the  Bear  Market, 
where  they  sold  it. 

950.  And  from  that  the  Kentish  and  Essex  men  had  certain  privileges?— Yes, 
they  had  a  charter ;  and,  as  I  before  stated,  the  Kentish  men  have  their  stands  free 
of  any  expense  on  the  market,  whoy  as  well  as  the  Essex  men,  pay  a  less  pro- 
portion of  metage  and  porterage  than  any  other  counties.  The  grain  was 
in  former  times  principally  supplied  from  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Essex,  and  was 
brought  to  Bear  Wharf;  the  sacks  were  there  exposed  for  sale.  The  Kentisli 
men  were  in  the  habit  of  returning  directly  home  after  market,  while  the  Essex 
men  were  accustomed  to  assemble  at  an  inn  in  Whitechapel,  and,  having  often 
small  parcels  of  grain  left  on  hand,  they  were  unwilling  to  attend  the  next 
market-day  to  sell  them.  The  waiter,  who  was  an  intelligent  man,  offering  to  find 
purchasers  for  them,  was  the  origin  of  the  present  system  of  factorage. 

951.  What  is  the  name  of  the  inn? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  am  only  aware  of  the 
fact  The  system  having  been  established,  the  stands  soon  increased,  and  Messrs. 
Scott,  Garnett  &  Palmer,  one  of  the  earlier  houses  on  the  market,  had  a  stand 
on  Tower-hill.  About  100  years  ago,  the  market  now  called  the  Old  Com  Ex- 
change was  built,  and  there  the  factors  resorted. 

952.  Will  you  state  the  methods  of  quotation  in  use  in  London  ? — Always  per 
quarter  for  all  grain ;  some  seeds  per  cwt.  and  per  bushel. 

953.  Will  you  describe  the  system  of  metage  and  porterage  in  London  ?— 
There  are  a  body  of  meters,  consisting  of  about,  150,  who  are  appointed  by  the 
corn  and  coal  committee  :  these  men  are  sworn  to  do  justice  between  buyer  and 
seller,  and  enter  into  a  bond  of  100/.  for  any  loss  that  may  arise  from  careless- 
ness, miscalculation,  or  any  other  cause.  There  is  also  a  body  of  fellowship 
porters,  which  consists  of  about  3,000,  and  are  appointed  by  the  seniors  of  their 
company,  and  who  likewise  enter  into  a  bond  of  80  /.  There  are  different  rates 
of  metage  for  foreign  vessels  and  for  English  vessels,  of  which  proportion  the 
sellers  pay  not  quite  half,  and  Essex  and  Kent  about  a  third.  The  amount  for 
foreign  grain  per  last,  or  10  quarters,  comes  to  4^.  6  4^.  on  wheat,  barley,  rye 
and  brank,  including  the  city  dues,  and  likewise  the  dues  to  the  old  com 
market,  which  have  been  imposed  by  the  committee  of  the  com  market,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  corn  and  coal  committee,  of  2d.  per  last,  for  the  support  of  the  said 
market.  The  expenses  on  the  measuring  and  porterage  of  grain,  without  the 
imposition  of  extraneous  dues,  is  only  3 ^.  2d.  per  last,  or  3 1 ^.  a  quarter,  as 
exemplified  in  the  following  Table  : 

A  TABLE  of  M£TAOE,  kc.  by  the  Winchbstbb  Measu&e,  with  the  additional  for  Imperial 

at  foot  of  each  Scale. 

On  Corn  and  Seed,  ex  Ship,  from  any  Foreign  Port. 
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-  5 

-  I 

-  3 

-  10 
3     6 

i 
i 

3 

8 

t.    d. 

-  7i 

-  5 

-  I 

-  3 

-  8 
3     1 

f 

i 

1 

1 

i.   d. 

-  li 

-  5 

-  1 

^     3 

-  10 

Imperial    -    -    - 

4    5i 

-     i 

4    74 
-       * 

4    -J 

1    a    li 

Total  per  Li 

ut     - 

4    64 

4    84 

4     14 

2     S 
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On  Cork  and  Sbeds»  ex  Ship^  from  Essex  and  Kent  (only). 


77 


Wheat,  Rje,  Brauk 
and  Barley. 

Beaos,  Peas,  Tares, 
and  heavy  Seeds. 

Oats,  Malt,  and 
Light  Seeds. 

Seller's  Charges : 

On  all  Corn  and  Seed, 

if  sold,  except 

Barley  and  Malt. 

Metage 
Dues  - 
FHIage 
Porterage 

.        -        -  Qr. 
-  Last 
•  Last 

.        -        .  Qr. 

Imperial    - 

3 

8 
3 

«.    d. 

-  5 

-  > 

-  8 
3     6 

2 
lO 

3 

*.    d. 

-  5 

-  2 

-  lO 
2      6 

I 
2 

8 

*.  d. 

-  5 

-  2 

-  8 

2      1 

2 
1 

«.  d. 

-  5 

-  3 

-  lO 

l\ 

3.11 

3    4 

-'i 

Total  per  L 

aat    • 

3    9i 

3  Hi 

3     Ah 

•  si 

Mr. 
IVm.  G.  Fearmide^ 


On  Cork  and  Seed,  ex  Craft,  not  having  been  Metered  before. 


Wheat,  Rje, 
Barley  and  Braiik. 

Beans,  Peas,  Tares, 
and  heavy  Seeds. 

Oati,  Malt,  and 
Light  Seedi. 

Seller*!  Cbaroea : 

On  Wheal,  %e, 

Brank,  Linseed,  and 

other  Seeds,  if  told. 

Metage 
Dues 
Fillage 
Porterage 

.        .        .  Qr. 

-  Last 

-  Last 
-        .        -  Qr. 

Imperial    - 

i 

3 

8 
3 

«.    d. 

-  5 

-  3 

-  8 
3     6 

i 

3 
lO 

3 

».    d. 

-  5 

-  3 

-  lO 
3      6 

3 

8 

«.   d. 

-  5 

-  3 

-  8 

3       1 

J 
3 

\ 

«.      d. 

-  5 

-  2 

-  lO 

!% 

3  tt 

-       } 

3     4 
-      4 

1    5 
-      4 

Total  per  L 

ast    • 

3    9k 

3  "i 

3    4i 

»     5} 

On  Cork  and  Sbid,  ex  9iip,  from  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  (Essex  and  Kent  excepted.) 


/ 

Wheat,  Barley, 
Rye  or  Drank. 

Bean*,  Peat,  Tarea, 

Liowcd.  and  aU 

other  heavy  Seed*. 

Oats,  Malt»  and 
Light  Seeds. 

Seller's  Charges : 

Wheat,  Rye,  Brank, 

Linseed,  and  other 

Seeds,  if  sold. 

Metage 

Holdage 

Lastage 

Dues 

Fillage 

-Porterage 

.        .        .  Qr. 
.        -        -  Qr. 
.  Last 

-  Last 

-  Last 
.        .        -Or. 

Imperial    - 
Total  per  L 

i 

\ 

X 

s 
8 
3 

Mt      - 

*.     d. 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 

-  3 

-  8 
3     6 

1 

2 
10 

3 

s.     d. 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 

-  2 

-  10 
2      6 

h 

I 
2 
8 

«.     d. 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 

-  2 

-  8 

2      1 

h 
k 

I 

2 

1 

i.     d. 

-  5 

-  6 

-  1 

-  2 
--   lO 

4    3 
-       J 

4    5 

3  10 

-    1 

1    11 

-     i 

4    3i 

4    5i 

3  loi 

»  ii.i 

On  Cork  and  Ssed,  ex  Granary  or  Craft,  having  been  Metered  before. 


Wheat,  Rye. 
Barley  and  Brank. 

Beans,  Peas,  Tares, 

Linseed,  and 
other  heavy  Seeds. 

Malt,  Oats,  and 
Light  Seeds. 

Scller*s  Charges : 

Wheat,  Rye,  Brank, 

Linseed,  and  other 

Seeds,  if  sold. 

Metage        -        -        -  Qr. 
Fillage         -        -        -  Last 
Porterage    -        •        -  Qr. 

8* 

«.    d. 

-  5 

-  8 

3      1 

lO 

s.    d* 

-  5 

-  lO 
2      1 

1     *.     d. 
2         j       1      8 

i     s.     d. 

J    1     -    5 

Imperial    - 

I'i 

3    4 

-        J 

-     -         2     9l 

1      -   ID 

-   -  !    -      J 

Total  per  L 

,ast    - 

3     2j 

3    45 

.    .       -  loi 

0.36. 
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Ut. 
Wm.  G.  Fearnddc, 

•2*2  May  1834. 


Butbe's  Chasoei  on  Cobv  and  Seed^  in  all  cas^. 


— 

Wheat,  RrcBnmk} 

also  Barley, 

if  bought  of  l^ntish 

Hoymen,  only. 

Linseed, 

Rapeseed,  aad 

other  heavy 

Seeds. 

Light  Semi 
only. 

Beans,  Peas, 

Tares,  from  Essex 

and  Kent  only. 

Oati, 

Irom  Essex  sod 

Kent  only. 

iraiage      -        Last 
Porterage  -        Qr. 

•     8 
3 

8.      d. 

-    8 

I     8 

10 
3 

«•     d, 

-  10 
1     8 

8 

s.    d. 
-    8 
1     3 

10 

*.  d. 

-   10 

I     8 

8 

i.   I 

-  a 
1  3 

1 
Imperial   •    - 

«     4 

2      6 
-         * 

I  11 

%  6 
-       i 

1 11 
-  i 

Total  per  Last 

a    4i 

a    6i 

I  m 

9    6i 

lui 

N.  B.  The  3  d.  per  Last  ^'  Dues*'  are  paid  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Old  Com  Exchange, 

by  theae  only  who  have  a  Stand. 

954.  Does  all  corn  pay  that  cornea  into  the  port  of  London  ?— Every 
description. 

955.  "What  is  considered  as  coming  into  the  port? — Between  Gravesend  and 
Staines;  anything  entering  within  those  limits  :  and  although  the  rate  of  charge 
of  metage  and  porterage,  as  compared  perhaps  with  Liverpool  and  other  ports, 
will  be  found  high,  still  there  is  a  very  great  accommodation  to  the  public  in 
the  system  adopted  in  London,  as  the  meters  and  porters  are  obliged,  let  the 
quantity  be  what  it  will,  from  three  quarters  upwards,  to  g^  either  to  Staines  or 
Gravesend  to  measure  it. 

956..  Practically  is  that  any  mreat  convenience  or  saving  of  expense  to  the  corn- 
merchant  ? — Yes  it  is ;  so  far,  for  instance  :  at  Liverpool,  if  a  dealer  purchases  a 
small  quantity  of  grain,  say  five  quarters,  he  is  obliged  to  wait  till  a  larger  portion 
of  the  bulk  is  sold,  in  order  to  make  it  worth  the  while  of  the  porters  and  meters 
to  go  on  board  to  measure  and  carry  this  small  parcel ;  but  in  the  port  of  London  he 
can  go  to  the  meters'  office,  and  demand  a  set  of  men  immediately  to  obtain  his  grain. 

957.  Is  the  metage  and  porterage  system  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  corn- 
merchant,  or  as  a  check  to  the  collection  of  the  corporation  dues  ? — No,  the  Lord 
Mayor's  dues  are  different,  though  included  in  the  general  charges  for  metage; 
the  system  is  more  as  a  benefit  to  the  corn-factor. 

958.  Do  }  ou  think  the  trade  would  be  favourable,  generally  speaking,  to 
leaving  the  question  of  porterage  completely  open ;  to  allow  every  man  to  employ 
his  own  porter  ? — Perhaps  it  would  with  regard  to  the  porters,  more  particularly 
on  the  part  of  wharfingers  and  granary-keepers. 

959.  Can  you  give  a  comparative  statement  of  the  different  expenses  of  the 
systems  used  at  different  ports  r — No,  I  cannot,  for  the  porterage  depends  on  the 
local  value  of  labour. 

960.  Did  you  not  make  a  comparison  with  Liverpool  ? — Only  with  Liverpool. 

961.  Then  you  can  state  generally  what  is  the  result  of  the  comparison  ? — ^The 
result  of  the  comparison  is  that  it  was  done  at  a  lower  rate  at  Liverpool. 

962.  The  sworn  meters  in  the  city  of  London,  are  they  taken  at  the  option  of 
the  buyer  or  seller? — Not  at  all.  They  go  to  the  meters'  office,  and  state  they  want 
such  a  Quantity  of  grain  measured  ;  and  whatever  meter  is  *^  warned  off"  by  the 
men  called  placemen,  who  are  senior  meters,  he  is  compelled  to  go.  At  Hull 
and  Lynn  they  have  also  sworn  meters. 

963.  Finish  about  Liverpool  first ;  describe  how  they  differ  from  London  in 
the  sale  of  corn  ? — The  principal  difference  is  making  use  of  weight  instead  of 
measure  for  the  sale  of  their  corn. 

964.  Then  with  regard  to  the  expenses  ?  — The  expenses  are  lower,  but  I  cannot 
accurately  state  the  difference ;  as  they  are  at  Hull,  and  likewise  at  L3mn. 

965.  Can  you  compare  the  time  and  trouble  of  measuring  and  weighing  a 
certain  quantity  of  grain? — I  should  conceive  there  is  very  little  difference  as  to 
the  trouble,  because  the  sack  contains  four  bushels,  and  if  the  sack  was  weighed 
it  would  be  merely  dividing  the  amount  by  four ;  and  consequently  it  would  owy  be 
the  difference  between  filling  the  sack  and  weighing  it,  and  measuring  four  bushels. 

966.  Then  you  conceive  that  you  could  measure  four  bushels  by  weighing 
them,  if  it  could  be  so  expressed,  sooner  than  you  could  four  separate  bushels  by 
mere  measurement;  more  quickly? — ^The  difference  would  be  trifling. 

967.  What  is  the  greatest  draught  you  have  seen  weighed,  at  any  one  time,  of 
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^om? — I   have  never  seen  any  large  quantity  of  com  weighed:  at  Liverpool  Mr. 

I  have  seen  some  few  sacks  weighed.  JVm.  G.  Feamside^ 

968.  Now  with    regard  to  the  general  comparison  between   Liverpool  and  

London  ;  what  was  the  result  of  your  comparison,  the  general  result? — The  idea  ^^  May  1834. 
I  have  always  entertained  respecting  the  subject  was,  that  where  any  system  is 

as  open  to  fraud  and  favour  as  measurement  is,  and  a  better  substitute  could  be 
devised,  it  ought  to  be  adopted ;  weight  is  preferable  to  measure,  though  im- 
perfect in  itself  alone,  and  therefore  the  Liverpool  system  is  preferable  to  that 
of  London. 

969.  Will  you  state  by  whom  the  returns  are  made  to  the  inspectors  ?— In  Lon- 
don, by  the  factors. 

970.  How  are  they  made  ? — A  statement  of  the  quantity  and  species  of  grain 
they  have  sold,  together  with  the  price. 

971.  And  is  the  condition  stated? — No. 

972.  Are  they  stated  in  writing,  or  on  printed  papers  ? — In  writing. 

973.  There  is  no  particular  form  given? — Yes,  a  fwm  to  the  inspector;  a 
regular  form  filled  up. 

974.  Which  the  purchaser  fills  up  ? — ^No,  the  seller ;  the  factor  fills  up. 

975.  They  are  not  on  oath  ? — No. 

976.  The  quantity  is  ascertained  how  •  solely  by  measurement  ? — Solely  by 
measurement. 

977.  The  price,  how  is  that  ascertained;  is  it  by  taking  the  entire  quantity 
sold,  and  averaging  the  price  on  the  number  of  quarters,  or  is  it  by  dividing  the 
quantity  by  the  different  species  sold  over  a  certain  average,  and  then  taking  the 
general  average  ? — Each  parcel  is  specified  as  to  price  and  quantity ;  it  is  left  to 
the  inspector  to  form  the  average. 

978.  Then  would  you  call  one  parcel,  an  entire  ship-load  belonging  to  one 
individual? — No;  if  you  purchase  five,  10  or  15  quarters,  at  such  a  price,  of 
such  a  description  of  grain,  it  is  so  specified,  and  each  parcel  distinct. 

979.  And  therefore,  if  it  is  one  quarter,  or  1,000  quarters,  it  is  so  specified  ? — 
It  is  so  specified. 

980.  Does  the  factor  make  a  return  of  each  sale,  or  of  only  the  total  of  his 
sales? — ^No,  he  returns  the  different  quantities  at  the  specific  prices,  every 
Wednesday. 

981.  He  adds  up  all  the  sales  at  particular  prices,  and  gives  that  as  his  return? 
— Yes. 

982.  You  stated  the  corn-factor  makes  the  return  which  you  alluded  to  just 
now ;  have  you  reason  to  believe  he  is  exact  and  correct  in  that  return? — I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  so. 

983.  But  com  is  not  always  sold  through  the  medium  of  a  factor,  is  it  ? — Some- 
times through  the  medium  of  agents  and  dealers  in  London. 

984.  And  how  are  the  returns  made  by  the  agents  to  the  inspectors  ? — By  the 
bcnAJide  seller,  in  the  same  manner. 

985.  How  do  you  ascertain  the  bondjide  seller  ? — The  party  having  the  grain 
consigned  to  him. 

986.  Do  any  contracts  or  tickets  pass  between  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — ^There  is 
po  contract ;  there  is  a  ticket  passes  from  the  factor  to  the  purchaser,  stating  the 
quantity  sold  him  ;  as  well  as  an  order  of  delivery  to  the  captain  or  the  warehouse- 
keeper,  to  deliver  such  a  quantity  of  grain,  whatever  it  may  be,  that  he  has  pur- 
chased ;  but  there  is  no  contract  signed  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser. 

987.  How  many  times  have  you  known  a  cargo  of  corn  brought  into  the 
account  of  sales  before  it  has  actually  come  into  use;  have  you  known  practically? 
— Yes,  twice  I  should  say. 

988.  Not  more  than  twice  ? — ^No ;  I  have  heard  of  more,  but  not  known  it, 
though  there  is  no  law  to  prevent  its  being  returned  as  often  as  sold,  provided  it 
18  an  actual  sale.  As  to  the  contract,  I  should  wish  to  add,  that  a  contract  often 
passes  when  purchases  are  effected  of  grain  at  a  distance.  For  instance,  if  a  man 
in  London  were  to  apply  to  me  for  the  purchase  of  grain  at  Hull,  he  then  would 
enter  into  a  contract,  of  having  purchased  such  a  quantity  of  grain,  and  I  into  a 
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Mr.  contract  of  having  sold  him  such  a  quantity  of  grain  at  such  a  price.     Hese  are> 

Wm.  G.  Feamside^  the  terms  of  the  contract : 


«n  ^/T     ,Q«^  "  London,  183  . 

S2  May  1834-  «  g^j^  ^  (^^  Bought  of)  Mr.  through  Mr. 

of  this  city. 

Shipment  to  be  effected  to  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Freight  per  Qr.,  with  per  cent,  primage. 

Payment  by 
*'  Witness  Signed  .•' 

But  in  the  London  market  there  is  no  contract. 

980.  In  Mark-lane  do  you  bring  into  account  the  daily  sales  of  com 
sold  at  Hull,  or  at  any  of  the  outports  ? — No,  not  unless  the  grain  is  sold  in  the 
London  market. 

990.  Suppose  you  were  to  purchase  from  a  merchant  in  the  corn-market  a  cer- 
tain  number  of  quarters  of  com  not  yet  arrived,  which  might  not  have  been 
shipped  from  Hull,  would  you  bring  that  purchase  into  your  evening  accounts  of 
the  day  ? — No. 

991.  It  might  not  suit  the  market  at  the  time  to  ship  it  from  Hull,  and  that  corn 
might  be  standing  in  your  own  name  in  the  stores  at  Hull,  might  it  not  ? — Yes. 

992.  Are  not  transactions  which  are  not  bondjide  in  the  London  market  taken 
into  account  in  the  average  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

993.  How  do  you  ascertain  the  bond  jide  transaction? — The  bondjide  transac- 
tion is  a  sample  sent  up  to  me  as  a  factor  or  agent,  of  a  quantity  of  grain  that  is 
being  shipped  for  the  port  of  London,  and  that  on  being  delivered  we  should 
return  to  the  inspector ;  but  until  the  grain  is  absolutely  arrived  the  quantity  of 
course  cannot  be  ascertained. 

994.  Are  never  purchases  made  of  a  certain  number  of  quarters  to  be  delivered? 
—Yes. 

995.  Would  not  those  be  at  once  entered  in  the  evening  returns  ? — They  would 
not  be  entered  in  the  returns  till  they  had  been  measured  in  London  and  deli- 
vered. 

996.  Then  it  is  only  on  the  metage  that  they  are  entered  in  the  returns  ?— 
Only  on  the  delivery. 

997.  Is  there  any  check  by  means  of  the  meters  on  the  returns  of  the  factors^ 
as  the  meters'  and  factors'  returns  ought  to  correspond  in  that  case?— There  is  no 
check. 

998.  But  if  that  be  correct  there  would  be  an  effectual  check,  would  there  not, 
on  false  returns,  by  keeping  an  account  of  the  metage  ? — There  would. 

999.  What  is  the  meaning  of  a  time-sale  ? — Time-sale  is  a  term  applied  to  pur- 
chasing a  quantity  of  grain  deliverable  at  a  certain  period ;  at  the  expiration  of  a 
month ;  then  if  not  delivered,  whatever  the  difference  of  price  is  in  the  market, 
of  course  it  must  be  made  good. 

1000.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  word  "primage"? — The  primage  is  10  per 
cent.,  or  5  per  cent.,  according  as  it  is  arranged,  which  goes  to  the  owner  or  cap* 
tain  of  the  vessel ;  which  is  always  added  to  the  amount  of  freight. 

1001.  Can  you  state  the  expenses  of  freight? — They  vary  much  from  distance; 
from  1  s.  6d.  to  35.  and  3^.  6d. 

1002.  Three-and-sixpence  for  what? — ^Three-and-sixpence  for  wheat  and  bar- 
ley ;  and  then  there  is  a  gradationary  table  drawn  out,  so  much  in  proportion  for 
oats,  and  peas  and  beans. 

1003.  What  the  Committee  want  to  have  is  an  account  of  the  total  expense,  we 
will  say  of  a  quarter  of  corn  shipped  in  Ireland,  from  the  time  it  leaves  the  hands 
of  the  seller  until  the  time  it  arrives  in  the  warehouse  of  the  purchaser? — From 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  including  the  kiln-drying  of  the  grain,  allowance  for  the 
decrease,  with  freight,  metage,  insurance  and  commission,  it  would  average  about 
75.  6d.  per  quarter  on  wheat,  6s.  per  quarter  on  barley,  and  5^.  6d.  per  quarter 
on  oats.  From  the  east  coast  the  expense  would  be  about  1  s.  per  quarter  less  on 
each  article. 

1004.  Now  what  are  these;  are  these  sale-tickets,  or  what? — These  two  arc 
the  common  sale-notes  in  the  Mark-lane  market,  and  are  to  the  following  effect: 

0  •*  Corn- 
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'*  Com  Exchange,  1834. 

-'  Sold  Messrs.  C.  8&  D. 

About  1,000  Qrs.  of  Wheat,  at  50  5.  per  Qr. 

•'ForTF.  G. 

**  No  Refusal  will  be  accepted  unless  sufficient  reason  be  given  at  my 
Stand  before  Ten  o'Clock,  next  Market  Day." 

"  Com  Exchange,  1834. 

Deliver  the  Bearer  for  Messrs.  C.  8c  D. 

1,000  Qrs.  of  Wheat. 

^'  No  Refusal  wiUl)e  accepted  without  sufficient  Reason,  which  must  be 
given  at  my  Stand,  before  Ten  o'Clock,  the  next  Market  Day. 

"ForH^.  G. 

'^  N.  B.  The  Captain  is  requested  not  to  deliver  any  Com  for  me,  but 
to  Printed  Notes  from  my  House,  nor  Bags  and  Mats,  without  taking 
a  Receipt." 

1005.  It  passes  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller? — Yes,  from  the  seller  to 
the  purchaser;  there  is  nothing  passes  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser,  those  notes 
proceed  from  the  seller  alone :  with  the  purchaser  it  is  merely  verbal. 

1006.  The  seller  gives  to  the  purchaser? — Yes,  the  seller  gives  to  the  pur- 
chaser ;  nothing  passes  from  the  purchaser  to  the  seller. 

1007.  Are  those  tickets  given  in  all  cases?  —  In  all  cases ;  he  cannot  have  the 
grain  delivered  without. 

1008.  No  corn  then  is  sold  in  London  without  a  ticket  passing  between  the 
seller  and  the  buyer  ? — ^No,  not  on  the  market 

1009.  Does  the  inspector  see  those  tickets? — No ;  he  has  access  to  the  factor's 
books.     If  it  is  required  he  sees  them. 

1010.  But  in  cases  where  the  corn  is  not  sold  through  the  medium  of  an  agent 
or  a  factor,  but  where  the  com  passes  immediately  from  the  seller  to  the  buyer, 
does  a  ticket  then  pass  r —  No  ;  in  those  cases  no  ticket  passes,  it  is  merely  then 
a  purchase  by  letter  or  agreement ;  it  is  entirely  carried  on  by  a  correspondence  : 
for  instance,  a  farmer  in  the  country  is  written  to,  if  you  ship  me  so  many  quarters 
of  wheat  at  such  a  price,  I  will  take  it ;  he  does  so,  and  then  draws  a  bill  for  the 
amount  on  the  miller,  who  accepts  it,  and  then  it  comes  direct  into  the  manu- 
facturer's hands  without  passing  through  a  third  person. 

ton.  In  what  way  does  com  come  to  the  London  market,  in  sacks  or  in  bulk  ? 
— In  bulk  principally,  except  from  Kent,  and  then  chiefly  in  sacks. 

1012.  No  corn  is  sold  by  sample  in  London? — Yes,  corn  is  sold  by  sample  ; 
samples  are  sent  up  frequently,  and  many  bulks  are  sold  before  their  arrival :  the 
samples  are  sent  up  by  coach,  and  then  of  course  it  depends  on  the  winds  when 
the  arrival  of  the  bulk  takes  place  coastways. 

1013.  Do  you  think  more  corn  is  sold  by  bulk  or  by  sample? — By  sample. 

1014.  How  often  is  corn  measured? — It  is  only  necessary  to  measure  it  once; 
but  it  is  measured  into  as  many  bands  as  it  passes,  if  there  is  not  confidence  in  the 
purchaser  as  to  his  statement ;  besides,  it  is  difficult,  lying  in  a  granary,  to  ascertain 
the  loss  in  measure,  so  that  of  course  speculative  purchases  may  be  measured  over 
several  times,  on  which  there  is  a  lower  rate  of  charge,  but  still  it  is  a  fresh  charge 
for  every  time  it  is  measured. 

1015.  Can  you  state  what  the  charge  is? — Instead  of  being  at  the  4^.  6kd. 
"which  I  stated  it  was  for  wheat  and  barley,  it  would  only  be  35.  2  Jrf.,  making 
a  difierence  of  about  is.  4d.  per  last 

1016.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make  on  the  practice  that  prevails  in 
London? — There  is  one  point  respecting  the  sales  in  London  which  is  a  subject 
of  considerable  annoyance  and  grievance,  I  may  say  to  some  of  the  principal 
factors,  but  there  is  not  unanimity  sufficient  in  them  to  set  aside  the  system,  though 
at  the  same  time  it  is  not  cognizable  by  any  legislative  enactment;  it  is  this:  any 
purchase  of  grain  made  on  one  market-day,  does  not  become  a  bondjide  transac- 
tion till  100  clock  the  succeeding  market-day,  giving  the  purchaser  the  oppor- 
tunity of  waiting  an  hour's  market  on  the  succeeding  market-day,  if  he  is  a  specu- 
lative man.  There  are  three  markets  in  a  week,  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  and  if  I  purchase  a  quantity  of  grain  on  the  Monday,  the  seller  is  not 
certain  that  the  transaction  will  be  completed  till  10  o'clock  the  next  market-day  ; 
and  it  has  been  the  source  of  very  great  altercation,  on  the  part  of  shippers  more 
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Mr.  generally,  particularly  the  Irish.     I  will,  however,  state  fully  the  principal  points 

Wm.  G.  Fearhtide.  of  objection  to  this  custom  :  the  grievance  that  is  complained  of,  is  the  mode  in 
■  London  of  affording  to  buyers  the  facility  of  refusing  (sometimes  without  a  cause) 

t9  May  1834.  tQ  work  the  grain  they  may  have  purchased,  provided  the  refusal  is  tendered 
before  10  o'clock  on  the  succeeding  market-day.  Thus  we  not  only  suffer  a 
heavy  loss  in  a  declining  market,  but  also  by  a  depreciation  in  value  from  the 
grain  remaining  on  board  ship,  exclusive  of  the  additional  expenses  of  postage  for 
advice  of  sale,  refusal  and  resale ;  and  frequently  demurrage  is  incurred,  or  ulti- 
mately landing  charges.  Let  us  suppose  a  merchant  in  Liverpool  orders  his 
agent  in  London  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  wheat  in  Mark-lane  on  Friday,  which 
purchase  is  effected,  and  advice  of  the  same  sent  to  Liverpool ;  the  merchant  in 
tlie  interim  finds  he  can  do  better  at  home,  again  writes  his  ag^nt  to  refuse  the 
grain,  which  is  done  accordingly  on  the  Monday :  the  factor  loses  his  commission, 
the  proprietors  a  sale,  together  with  the  risk  of  a  decline  in  price,  postage.  Sec 
:i8  before  alluded  to,  independent  of  the  probability  of  the  owner  having  again 
purchased  into  stock  in  anticipation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  aToresaid  sale  becoming 
due.  This  might,  in  my  opionion,  be  obviated  by  limiting  the  examination  and 
refusal  of  the  grain  to  the  evening  of  the  next  day  after  the  sale,  instead  of  the 
morning  of  the  next  market-day.  The  buyers  at  present  having  the  benefit  of 
one  bourns  examination  of  the  various  fresh  samples  then  exposed,  are  often 
induced  to  reftise  their  former  purchases  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  get  sl  6(Lot  is. 
off  the  price,  or  make  a  more  advantageous  investment. 

1017.  Have  you  stated  also  what  has  led  to  the  practice? — The  purport  is  to 
give  the  purchaser  time  to  examine  the  quality  of  his  grain  ;  and  where.warehouses 
are  so  widely  situated  from  each  other  as  in  the  port  of  London,  it  is  necessary 
to  have  time. 

1018.  Of  course  the  object  is  to  give  him  time  to  go  to  the  com  in  bulk,  and 
see  if  it  agrees  with  the  sample  ? — Yes  ;  and  the  proposition  would  be  for  the  suc- 
ceeding day  till  post-time,  four  or  five  o'clock,  for  the  purchaser  to  have  time 
to  examine  the  bulk;  and  then  if  not  objected  to,  for  him  to  be  obliged  to 
accept  it. 

1019.  Is  it  by  local  Act,  or  by  custom  ? — By  custom. 

1020.  Then  the  seller  might  if  he  pleased  refuse  to  take  back  the  com? — 
No,  the  seller  has  no  option,  it  rests  with  the  buyer ;  it  is  all  on  the  side  of 
the  buyer. 

1021.  Have  you,  in  practice,  known  bargains  of  com  given  up  on  the  ground 
of  change  in  value  and  depreciation  in  the  market,  as  well  as  being  inferior  ? — 
Certainly,  or  for  a  declining  market.  You  see,  in  the  hour  from  9  to  10,  a  man 
is  enabled  to  gain  the  complexion  of  the  trade,  or  the  tendency  of  the  market,  if 
it  is  a  speculative  purchase,  and  according  to  that  he  refuses  or  accepts  it. 

1022.  Have  you  known  any  instance  where  dealers,  having  bought  a  bargain 
of  corn,  have  turned  round  upon  the  person  from  whom  he  has  bought  it  after- 
wards, and  stated,  that  it  was  because  the  bulk  did  not  tally  with  the  sample,  vrhen 
really  it  was  known  to  be  that  some  little  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
market? — Yes.  I  should  likewise  add,  that  the  shippers  are  the  great complainers 
on  this  point ;  but  it  may  be  said  to  be  a  grievance  attributable  in  some  measure 
to  the  shippers  themselves ;  for  the  shippers  from  our  own  coast,  as  well  as  from 
other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  accustomed,  particulariy  in  the  article  of 
oats,  to  ship  very  unfairly ;  for  instance,  in  a  bulk  there  are  different  strata 
of  quality ;  they  put  the  best  at  the  uppermost  part  to  induce  Ae  purchase,  and 
then  the  quality  decreases  as  you  get  down. 

1023.  But  have  you  no  mode  by  which  you  can  test  the  quality  of  com  in  bulk  ? 
— Yes,  we  have  an  instrument. 

1024.  Describe  the  instrument? — There  is' a  machine  for  drawing  samples, 
which  is  thrust  down  into  different  depths  of  the  bulk,  and  samples  drawn  out;  it 
is  made  like  the  sharp  round  head  of  an  arrow,  with  a  screw  attached  ;  when  yoa 
get  to  the  depth  you  wish  to  draw  the  sample  from,  a  small  portion  of  the  grain 
is  let  into  the  hollow  of  the  head,  and  then  drawn  up,  by  which  means  you  obtain 
different  portions  of  particular  parts  of  the  bulk. 

1025.  Then  would  that  contrivance  be  held  a  sufficient  protection  against  any 
fraud  that  could  be  committed  ? — It  generally  is,  although  there  are  cases  where 
still  you  may  go  through  a  stratum  of  the  bad  quality  and  get  into  a  better  quality* 

1026.  If  that  was  a  sufficient  protection,  how  can  it  answer  anybody's  while  to 
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commit  a  frand  ? — They  take  the  chance  of  the  instrument  being  used,  as  the  bulk  Mr. 

is  not  always  thus  probed.  f^^-  ^-  Fearnside. 

1027.  I^  »U  shipments  of  com,  does  not  the  lighter  part,  and  the  chaflp,  fly  off  *—""""" 
to  the  outside,  from  the  point  at  which  it  is  dropped  into  the  vessel  ? — I  should  **  ^*^  *^^ 
say  that  it  is  a  layer  of  inferior  grain  that  is  being  shipped,  and  when  the  quality 

is  inferior,  and  the  mass  of  the  quantity  that  is  being  shot  down  out  of  tl^  sack 
being  of  the  same  quality,  that  it  would  gravitate  nearly  equal. 

1028.  In  com  that  is  being  bought  in  the  mode  you  have  mentioned,  and  after- 
wards given  up,  in  what  way  is  the  return  made  of  the  average  of  that ;  is  the 
return  made  the  day  the  transaction  takes  place,  or  is  it  not  made  until  it  is 
ascertained  whether  it  is  a  bargain  or  not  ? — The  succeeding  Wednesday  after  its 
delivery. 

1029.  And  no  notice  to  the  officer  is  taken  of  it  the  first  day  ^— No. 

1030.  Are  sales  frequently  thrown  up  in  that  way  ? — ^Not  ve*  often ;  and  were 
a  man  accustomed  to  do  it,  he  would  be  avoided  by  the  factor  who  had  sold  it 
to  him. 

1 031 .  In  what  way  are  the  quotations  in  London  made  public  by  the  inspector? 
— Every  Saturday  a  return  is  made  of  the  quantity  of  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats, 
beans  and  peas  that  have  been  sold,  with  the  average  prices ;  it  is  made  up  from 
the  Wednesday,  but  fmblished  on  the  Saturday  by  the  inspector.  The  amounts 
are  written  on  printed  papers,  and  those  are  affixed  in  the  old  market  and  distri- 
buted round  to  the  subscribers,  who  pay  so  much  per  annum  for  receiving  one  of 
these  statements  from  the  inspector. 

1032.  How  much  do  they  pay  ? — Half-a-guinea. 

1033.  He  does  not  publish  them  in  any  newspaper,  does  he  ? — No. 

1034.  You  have  noming  more  to  state  with  regard  to  the  practice  of  London, 
have  you  ? — No, 

1035.  Now  will  you  state,  in  a  similar  detail,  the  practices  that  exist  in  other 
parts  of  this  country  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — The  system  at  Hull,  and 
at  Bristol,  and  at  Lynn.  At  Hull  they  have  sworn  meters,  but  the  porterage  is 
open :  a  man  can  employ  his  own  porter.  Grain  is  sold  by  the  quarter,  and 
measured  by  the  bushel.  At  L3mn  the  same.  At  Bristol  they  have  a  sworn  meter, 
but  it  is  a  sinecure,  and  the  noerchants  employ  their  own  meters  and  porters,  the 
same  as  at  Liverpool.  • 

1036.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  peculiar  customs  that  exist  in  any  of  those 
ports  ? — ^No,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  peculiar  custom  existing  diffisrent  from  what 
I  have  stated. 

1037.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  practices  of  tHe  foreign  markets? — ^The 
practice  at  Hamburgh  is  to  sell  the  grain  by  the  last,  at  so  many  dollars  per  last, 
which  being  quoted  to  the  foreign  merchant,  is  generally  drawn  out  into  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  with  which  the  merchant  is  advising,  and  the  weight  speci- 
fied by  the  Dutch  scale,  which  is  the  prevailing  weight  abroad,  and  that  equalised 
with  so  many  pounds  English  per  bushel ;  and  the  grain,  I  may  now  say,  is 
universally  purchased  abroad  by  weight  and  measure,  stating  that  it  weighs  so 
much  per  English  bushel 

1038.  Then  is  the  corn  usually  measured? — When  it  comes  down  from  Mag- 
deburg and  the  upper  parts  of  the  Elbe,  it  arrives  in  very  long  barges,  and  you 
purchase  the  grain  ex  craft  or  barge ;  you  then  either  go  yourself  or  send  your 
man  to  have  such  u  quantity  of  it  measured  as  you  purchased.  The  metage  is 
open  to  very  considerable  bribery  j  by  giving  drink-geld  you  can  either  induce 
the  men  to  measure  heavy  or  light,  as  it  suits  your  purpose. 

1039.  What  is  the  greatest  difference  you  ever  knew  between  a  heavy  measure 
and  a  light  measure,  how  much  per  cent  ? — I  hardly  know ;  I  should  say,  perhaps 
from  5  to  6  per  cent. 

1040.  Then  the  com  is  always  measured,  is  it? — ^The  corn  is  measured. 

1041.  But  is  it  sometimes  weighed  as  well  s^  measured? — Yes,  by  weighing 
machines :  we  have  abroad  generally  small  pocket  weighing  machines  on  the 
Dutch  scale ;  and  generally,  in  purchasing  grain  from  the  up-land,  although  the 
weight  is  stated,  you  weigh  it  yourself. 

1042.  Do  you  mean  the  whole  quantity,  or  merely  the  sample  ? — Merely  parts 
of  the  bulk. 

1043.  It  is  the  Imperial  measure  you  are  talking  of? — Yes,  it  is  sol4  by  that. 

1044.  In  the  course  of  your  practice  have  you  known  many  instances  where  it 
lias  been  an  object  to  any  corn-factor  to  raise  or  depress  the  average ;  to  use  undue 
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nr    J^IJ;       • .    *nd  unfair  means  in  gettinr  returns  of  artificial  sales  ? — I  have  known  of  erMa 
'^^llf^f^'- being  sold  twice  over.  .    . 

^  1045.  That  is  very  frequently  the  case,  is  it  not,  where  they  wish  to  alter  the 

22     ay  1  34.      average  ? — It  is  resorted  to  at  times. 

1046.  And  if  sold  twice  over,  it  may  be  sold  oftener  ? — It  may  be. 

1 047.  Now  state  the  course  of  dealing  at  Hamburgh  with  this  country ;  the 
manner  in  which  the  com  is  described  in  the  quotation  and  in  the  circulars,  aod 
the  system  of  metage  there  ? — I  believe  I  mentioned  before  that  in  the  foreiga 
price  currents  their  own  measure  and  currency  is  stated,  and  then  reduced  to  the 
English  currency,  and  weight  and  measure ;  and  sales  are  very  often  made  of 
foreign  grain  by  the  foreign  merchant  finding  a  guarantee  in  London  that  the 
bulk  on  arrival  shall  yield  so  many  quarters  of  a  specified  weight. 

1048.  Then  t|^  corn  is  always  weighed  as  well  as  measured,  is  it?~No, 
measured  ;  but  the  weight  is  merely  stated.  The  weight  is  ascertained  by  the 
weighing  machine  of  the  merchants. 

1049.  Then  it  is  so  far  weighed? — ^That  is,  if  he  has  not  confidence,  it  is  very 
often  resorted  to ;  but  it  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  sale. 

1050.  How  are  the  quotations  made  abroad? — The'  quotations  are  made 
according  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  the  measure  and  the  weight. 

1051.  But  how  are  they  given  to  the  public  ? — In  that  way. 

10^2.  But  are  they  given  through  the  medium  of  the  public  press? — No,  by 
the  price  current ;  and  likewise  in  some  of  the  mercantile  papers  the  currency  of 
the  corn-market  is  quoted,  as  it  is  of  colonial  produce. 

^053-  You  are  aware  of  tbe  diversities  of  weight  and  of  measure  that  exist  in 
^  this  country,  are  you  not  ? — Yes,  they  are  very  considerable. 

1 054.  Do  you  consider  them  very  objectionable  ? — Yes,  highly  so. 

1055.  ^^  what  way  do  they  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  farmer? — So  far 
that  it  is  not  by  any  mode  of  calculation  that  one,  wishing  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
grain  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  is  enabled  now  to  do  it,  because  we  must 
be  locally  acquainted  with  the  fractional  parts  that  make  up  the  bushel  or  the 
quarter.  To  elucidate  the  inconsistencies  and  fanciful  modes  of  weight  and  measore 
adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  briefly  to  detail  the  different  systems  at  present  in  use 
throughout  England,  Wales  and  Scotland.  In  Ireland  wheat  is  always  sold  by  the 
barrel  of  280  lbs.,  barley  224  lbs.,  malt  i4olbs.,  and  oats  ipdlbs.  At  Chichester  the 
farmers  use  the  Winchester  bushel  ;  the  dealers  use  the-  Imperial  measure.  The 
Winchester  bushel  is  still  used  at  Oxford,  Spalding,  Whitehaven  and  Kendal, 
partially  in  Northamptonshire,  at  Stow-on-the-Wold,  Chard,  Salisbury,  Warmin- 
ster, .  Truro,  Tavistock,  BBdmin,  Winchester,  Andover,  Basingstoke  and  South- 
ampton. At  Bristol  the  wheat  received  down  the  river  Wye  from  Hereford- 
shire and  Monmouthshire,  and  down  Severn  from  Gloucestershire,  is  generally 
bought  and  sold  by  the  spring  sack  of  331  lbs.  net;  from  Wiltshire  occasionally 
by  the  Imperial,  more  frequently  the  Winchester  measure ;  from  Ireland  and  the 
coast  of  Devon  and  Wales,  and  in  general  all  ship-corn,  by  the  bushel  of  60  lbs. ; 
barley  for  malting  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  and  barley  for  grinding  by  the  bushel 
of  50 lbs.  net;  beans  and  peas  by  the  Imperial  bushel;  oats  generally  by  the 
Imperial  bushel,  but  frequently  by  the  bushel  varying  from  36  lbs.  to  42  lbs.  net. 
There  are  twelve  loads  of  various  quantities  :  the  load  at  Uxbridge  is  40  bushels ; 
at  Hertford,  Royston,  Bedford,  5  bushels;  at  York  3  bushels;  at  Wakefield 
6  bushels;  at  Ulverston  4i  Imperial  bushels ;  at  Dorchester  the  load  of  wheat  is 
40  bushels,  of  barley  and  beans  80  bushels,  and  of  oats  1 20  bushels  ;  at  Tetbury 
the  load  of  wheat  is  40  Winchester  bushels  ;  at  Leeds  and  Wakefield  3  bushds. 
There  are  also  two  different  kinds  of  lasts;  the  usual  last  being  10  quarters, 
another  last  consisting  of  10  J  quarters,  which  is  used  in  parts  of  Huntingdonshirey 
Cambridgeshire  and  Lincolnshire.  At  Wisbeach  and  Boston  wheat  and  barley  are 
sold  by  the  quarter,  oats  by  the  last  of  21  coombs  or  10  J  quarters  ;  at  Huntingdon 
wheat  is  sold  by  the  load  of  5  bushels,  barley,  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the  quarter, 
and  the  latter  articles  at  St.  Ives  by  the  10  J  quarters ;  at  Kendal  wheat  and  oats 
are  sold  by  the  load  of  4  J  Winchester  bushels,  and  barley  by  the  Imperial 
bushel ;  at  Burton-on-Trent  the  bushels  used  are  those  of  32  quarts  Imperial,  and 
36  quarts  Winchester;  at  Stafford  38  and  39  Winchester  quarts;  at  Uttoxeter 

.  there  is  a  different  practice  for  the  farmers  arriving  from  the  north  or  south  of  the 
town  ;  those  who  come  from  the  north  sell  by  the  measure  of  38  Winchester 
quarts,  and  those  from  the  south  by  the  36  quarts  Winchester  measure ;  at 
Stone  they  sell  by  the  bushel  of  38  quarts;  at  Wolverhampton  40  quarts;  at 
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Derby  the  bushel  is  variously  composed  of  32  Tmperial  quarts,  34  Winchester,  Mr. 

and  35  Winchester ;  at  Carlisle,  Birmingham  and  Coventry,  wheat  is  sold  by  the    l^f"*  O.  Feamside^ 
bag  of  3  bushels ;  at  Whitehaven  by  the  Cumberland  bushel  of  3  Winchester       *~'**'~'~ 
bushels  ;  at  Appleby  wheat  is  sold  by  the  bushel  of  16  quarts,  and  oats  by  the       ^*  ^^^  *^3^* 
bushel  of  2  pecks  ;  at  Wrexham  and  Chester  by  the  bushel  of  38  quarts ;  at  Ply- 
mouth, Totness  and  Kingsbridge,  by  the  bag  of  2  Imperial  bushels  ;  at  Tavistock 
by  the  bag  of  2  Winchester  bushels ;  at  Sunderland,  Newcastle,  Morpeth,  Aln- 
wick, Darlington  and  Walsingham,  wheat  is  sold  by  the  boll  of  2  bushels;  at 
Belford  by  the  boll  of  6  bushels ;  at  Hexham  the  boll  of  wheat  contains  4  Imperial 
pecks,  and  of  barley  and  oats  5  Imperial  pecks.     The  var^ties  of  weights  by 
which  wheat  is  sold  arc  equally  numerous  :  at  Burton  wheat  is  sold  by  the  63  lbs., 
-63  §  lbs.,   62  lbs.  gross,    68 §  lbs,  gross,   and  70  lbs.  net;  at  Lichfield  68  gibs.  . 
gross ;  at  Stafford  by  the  bushel  of  72  lbs.  gross  ;  at  Uttoxeter  the  northern  people 
■sell  72  lbs.  and  73  i  lbs.,  those  from  the  south  sell  70  lbs.  and  68  §  lbs.;  at  Stone 
73  J  lbs. ;  at  Chester  and  Nantwich  wheat  is  sold  by  the  75  lbs. ;  at  Lancaster  by 
the  280  lbs.,  barley  by  the  windle  of  3  bushels  of  160  lbs.  the  windle,  oats  by  the 
load  of  7  i  bushels,  and  by  the  load  of  20  stone,  beans  by  the  load  of  4  i  bushels ; 
at  Preston  wheat  by  the  windle  or  sack  of  220  lbs. ;  at  Manchester  by  the  70  lbs.    ^ 
or  load  of  320  lbs. ;  at  Truro,  Bodmin,  Redruth  and  St.  Austell,  com  is  sold  by 
the  Cornish  bushel  of  24  gallons  or  3  Winchester  bushels  ;  at  Launceston  by  the 
1 7  gallons  Imperial,  barley  and  malt  1 6  gallons,  oats  24  gallons. 

In  parts  of  Wales  wheat  is  sold  by  the  Welsh  bushel  called  Llestrad  of  22 
Winchester  bushels  and  made  to  weigh  168  lbs.,  barley  by  the  same  measure,  and 
also  by  the  Winchester  and  Imperial  bushel ;  at  Chepstow  wheat  is  sold  by  the 
/cwt.  or  «ack  of  3  cwt.  including  the  weight  of  the  sack  ;  at  Denbigh  grain  is  sold 
by  the  hobbet  of  80  quarts,  though  the  principal  part  is  sdld  by  weight  net;  at 
Monmouth  wheat  by  the  bushel  of  40  quarts ;  at  Chepstow  42  quarts ;  at  Aber- 
gavenny by  the  bushel  of  80  lbs. ;  at  Berwick  all  grain  is  sold  by  the  boll  of 
6  Imperial  bushels. 

In  Scotland  the  boll  varies  in  the  number  of  firlots,  pecks,  &c.  containing  from 
4  to  6  bushels,  wheat  generally  comprising  4  bushels,  barley  and  oats  6  bushels. 
In  Orkney  and  Shetland  grain  is  sold  by  the  lispound  aad  stone  of  7  J  lbs.  Impe- 
^rial ;  but  the  weights,  which  are  denominated  pundlars  and  bismars,  and  are  con- 
structed on  the  principle  of  the  old  Roman  steelyard,  are  extremely  rude,  and 
there  is  an  advantage  generally  in  favour  of  the  receiver.  The  reasonable  deduc- 
tion from  the  above  incongruities  is,  that  uniformity  of  weight  and  measure  is  im- 
peratively required,  as  the  existing  system  renders  it  impracticable  to  give  any 
idea  of  the  general  currency  of  English,  Welsh,  Scotch  or  Irish  grain. 

1056.  Do  you  think  that  farmers  ever  feel  the  want  of  uniformity? — I  should 
think  they  did  ;  I  should  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  benefit  to  the  farmers,  as 
4hey  cannot  ascertain  without  calculations  the  relative  value  of  the  article ;  and  as 
they  are  generally  not  much  accustomed  to  figures,  the  inconvenience  is  excessive, 
besides  the  loss  of  time  that  ensues,  where  at  the  same  market  different  measures 
are  used,  and  it  is  requisite  to  find  out  numerically  the  relative  weights  or 
measures,  in  order  to  effect  purchases  of  the  exact  quality  or  weight  desired. 

1056*.  You  think  uniformity  generally  is  desirable? — Highly  desirable. 

1057.  Do  you  think  it  is  at  all  required  by  the  public  ?— ^1  think  it  is. 

1058.  Will  you  state  on  what  grounds  you  think  uniformity  is  desirable  ? — 
I  think  in  the  transactions  in  an  article  that  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
monetary  system  as  wheat  is,  it  is  very  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  general 
-quotation,  so  that  the  trade  should  not  as  it  were  become  a  sealed  book  or  a  mys- 
tery, but  should  be  open  to  the  public  generally  to  know  the  value  of  the  article 
in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

1059.  Do  you  think  that  the  public  generally  require  uniformity  ? — I  think  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  community  at  large,  and  when  adopted  they  would  be 
^ware  of  the  efiicacy  of  the  new  system,  and  of  the  benefit  accruing  from  it. 

1060.  Have  you  heard  any  complaint  made  of  the  want  of  uniformity  by  those 
dealing  in  grain  r — I  have. 

1061.  By  farmers  or  factors? — By  both, 

1062.  What  have  they  said  with  regard  to  the  want  of  uniformity;  state  in 
what  way  their  complaints  have  been  made? — They  have  wished  for  uniformity 
in  order  to  gain  without  calculation  a  general  knowledge  of  the  trade  \  and  more 
especially  on  the  part  of  the  farmer,  that  he  may  not  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
j)urchaser. 
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Mr.  1063.  Now  if  the  Legislature  should  prescribe  a  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn, 

Wm.  G.  Feamside.  g^Quld  you  recommend  measure  alone,  or  weight  alone,  or  weight  and  measoie 
"~J       7^       combined  ? — Weight  and  measure  combined. 

32  .  ay  1  34-  1064.  Will  you  state  your  objections  to  weight  alone,  and  to  measure  alone? — 

Because  neither  can  give  a  due  estimation  of  the  quality  of  the  grain. 

1065.  Will  you  state  to  what  extent  and  by  what  means  you  would  enforce  the 
adoption  of  weight  and  measure,  if  that  be  the  system  you  recommend  ? — That 
the  Imperial  bushel  should  be  made  universal,  and  its  adoption  enforced  by  a 
penal  enactment,  because  it  would  appear  that  in  the  last  Bill  regulating  weights 
and  measures,  theie  is  no  penalty  fixed  for  deviation  from  the  Imperial  bushel ; 
the  Winchester  bushel,  therefore,  in  parts  of  the  country  is  still  adhered  to.  It 
should  be  likewise  requisite,  on  the  sale  of  the  grain,  to  specify  the  weight ;  by 
that  means  it  would  soon  be  generally  adopted  in  the  price  currents,  and  when 
drawn  out  aflford  a  very  valuable  statistical  account  of  the  value  of  grain  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

1066.  Will  you  state  by  what  means  you  would  ascertain  die  weight  per  mea- 
sure?— Every  man  purchasing  grain  has  the  weight  impressed  upon  his  mind^at 

.  the  time  of  purchase,  which  should  be  verified  by  the  statement  of  the  factor  if 
required :  it  would  be  also  advisable  for  all  meters  to  be  obliged  to  wei^  die 
grain,  if  it  was  so  wished  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser. 

1067.  But  not  otherwise? — Not  of  necessity  otherwise,  because  it  would  depoid 
on  the  purchaser;  if  he  were  not  satisfied  with  the  specification  of  the  factor  or 
the  seller,  who  would  be  obliged  to  state  the  grain  weighed  from  so-and-so  to 
so-and-so,  either  lib.  or  2 lbs.  difference.  There  is  generally  a  latitude  of  1  lb. 
or  2  lbs.  given  in  stating  the  weight  of  grain :  wheat  from  5S  lbs.  or  59  lbs. 
to  60  lbs. 

1068.  When  is  that  stated? — It  is  very  often  inquired  by  the  purchaser  in 
the  London  market,  what  does  the  grain  weigh  ?  the  seller  says,  it  weighs  firom 
59  lbs.  to  60  lbs. 

1069.  Then  if  the  purchaser  is  not  satisfied  with  that  specification,  he  requires 
it  to  be  weighed  ? — Yes. 

1070.  Now? — No,  not  now;  it  should  be  so:  it  is  merely  a  verbal  speci- 
fication on  the  part  of  the  purchaser,  and  rests  on  the  knowledge  of  die  factor  or 
the  seller. 

1071.  If  you  desired  that  the  weight  per  measure  should  be  stated,  what  por- 
tion of  the  com  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  weighed ;  any  part  ? — 
Per  bushel,  I  would  state  it. 

1072.  But  provided  the  purchaser  was  satisfied  vrith  the  specification  of  &e 
seller,  then  you  would  not  think  it  necessary  that  any  part  should  be  weighed  ? 
— No. 

1073.  And  the  satisfaction  of  those  two  parties  you  would  consider  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  ? — Yes,  I  should. 

1074.  And  you  think  that  a  specification  of  the  weight  per  measure  would 
considerably  increase  the  accuracy  of  the  quotations  ? — Undoubtedly,  and  be  the 
source  of  very  valuable  information. 

1075.  What  practical  object  will  be  gained  by  combination  of  weight  and 
measure,  as  connected  with  the  quotations  r — ^That  I  may  be  enabled  in  any  part 
of  the  country  to  know  the  quality  of  the  article  I  am  about  to  purcbi^e ; 
because  it  is  alone  by  the  test  of  weight  and  measure  that  I  can  ascertain  the 
quality. 

1076.  Then  it  is  more  for  the  convenience  of  the  corn-dealer  dianforanj 
public  benefit  that  you  would  recommend  it  ? — I  think  the  public  are  concerned 
generally  in  it,  for  this  reason  :  a  young  inexperienced  miller,  we  will  say,  going 
upon  the  market  and  purchasing  wheat,  may  be  imposed  upon  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  article  he  is  purchasing ;  in  manufacturing  it  he  finds  that  he  has  an  inferi<M* 
article ;  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  vending  that  to  the  consumers,  he 
is  obliged  to  render  an  adulterated  or  an  inferior  quality  at  the  price  of  the  better 
article. 

1077.  Then  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  th<^e  who  have  not  skill  sufficient  for  the 
purchase  of  corn  that  you  recommend  the  system  ?  — Pardy  j  and  in  which  I 
conceive  the  community  at  large  are  interested. 

1078.  Do  you  mean  to  supply  a  deficiency  pf  skill  in  the  purchaser — Not 
merely  that ;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  quality. 

1079.  The  averages  will  depend  on  the  amount  of  the  sales  in  the  country 
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market^  will  they  not? — Where  there  are  returning  officers  in  different  parts  of  Mr. 

the  country.  Wm.  G.  Feamside* 

1080.  You  would  recommend  the  weight  and  measure  to  be  taken  into  con-  ' 

sideration  in  the  average  ? — Yes,  to  be  returned  to  the  inspector.  *^  ^^y  ^^34- 

lo8i.  What  difference  would  that  make  in  the  average? — Because  there  would 
be  the  weight  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  grain  that  had  been  sold  at  the  different 
markets,  returned  by  the  inspectors. 

1082.  But  what  difference  would  that  make  in  the  average? — Not  any  that 
I  am  aware  of. 

1083.  And  the  average  will  depend  on  the  sales  returned  from  the  country 
markets ;  would  not  this,  by  doubling  the  calculation  that  is  to  go  forward,  both 
the  ascertainment  of  the  weight  and  measure,  be  a  ground  of  uncertainty  which  at 
present  does  not  exist? — No,  I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  a  ground  of  any  un- 
certainty ;  I  sDould  say  the  contrary,  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes. 

1084.  From  which  system  do  you  think  you  should  get  the  greatest  sufficient 
accuracy  for  the  general  purpose ;  by  having  the  averages  struck  on  weight  alone, 
connected  with  the  general  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  crops  which  every  com-  # 
merchant  will  take  care  to  have  independent  of  the  average,  or  from  this  combi- 
nation of  weight  and  measure,  which  must  depend  on  the  accuracy  of  the  country 
corn-dealers  ? — I  should  say,  from  the  measure  with  the  weight  combined,  and  not 

on  the  weight  alone,  because  then  it  will  imply  I  must  have  a  local  knowledge 
of  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  it  would  therefore  not  be  general  information. 

1085.  The  averages  from  the  corn-market  notes  that  you  depend  on,  merely 
state  the  result  of  sales  which  had  actually  taken  place ;  what  did  you  mean  by 
stating  that  they  would  be  of  use  to  the  corn-dealer  in  assisting  him  as  to  the' 
purchase  that  he  is  about  to  make  ? — If  I  were  anxipus  to  purchase  wheat  in 
London  I  should  seek  for  the  cheapest  market,  and  at  present  I  am  a  great  deal 
dependent  on  the  resident  factors  at  the  different  places  at  which  I  may  wish  to 
purchase,  because  I  am  not  locally  acquainted  with  their  mode  of  doing  business  ; 
but  if  the  system  was  uniform,  I  snould  be  able  then  to  form  an  idea  of  the  quality 
of  the  article  that  I  am  about  to  purchase. 

1086.  Is  not  the  price  of  the  article  at  the  ports  dependent  on  the  price  of  corn 
in  London,  connected  with  the  average  quality  of  that  com  in  the  outports,  and  the 
freight  and  expense  of  conveying  it  to  London? — Certainly. 

1087.  It  is  that  which  regulates  the  price? — Yes,  very  materially,  though  not 
at  Liverpool,  because  the  transactions  between  Liverpool  and  London  are  of  very 
small  amount. 

1088.  But  such  ports  as  are  in  the  habit  of  shipping? — Yes. 

1089.  If  all  corn  were  sold  by  one  uniform  standard  either  of  weight  or 
measure,  the  corn-dealer,  upon  seeing  the  average  price  of  corn  at  any  of  the 
ports,  would  be  able  to  ascertain  its  relative  value  as  compared  with  the  London 
market,  would  he  not? — He  would  not  be  able  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the 
article  by  either  method  singly. 

1090.  Supposing  that  there  was  any  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure, 
would  a  corn-factor  in  London  send  down  any  large  order  into  the  country  merely 
on  the  faith  of  the  returns  which  had  been  made  ;  would  he  not  send  a  particular 
direction  to  his  agent  either  to  purchase  com  of  a  particular  weight  or  a  particular 
description,  according  as  he  himself  required  it? — Yes,  he  would,  because  he 
-would  send  down  the  order  from  a  specification  that  he  saw  in  the  currency  of 
the  place  from  which  he  was  going  to  purchase. 

1091.  Then  it  would  be  merely  as  a  guide  ? — Principally  as  a  guide. 

1092.  But  not  a  point  on  which  he  would  depend? — The  only  mode  in  which 
he  would  be  enabled  to  gather  this  information,  I  should  presume,  would  be  from 
the  price  current  of  his  correspondent,  without  there  was  any  Government  order 
to  publish  the  different  currencies  ;  and  therefore  he  would  depend  on  that  price 
current. 

1093.  Then  that  would  be  the  private  price  current  of  his  correspondent? — 
Yes.  By  the  inspectors  returns  he  would  see  the  quality  which  he  could  depend 
lapon ;  there  is  no  other  mode  that  I  am  aware  of. 

1094.  Are  you  conversant  with  any  market  where  weight  and  measure  are 
combined  at  present? — ^Yes,  at  Hull  they  sell  by  weight  and  measure. 

1095.  Will  you  practically  describe  how  corn  is  sold  at  Hull  j  suppose  you 
were  to  purchase  a  certain  number  of  quarters  ? — A  sample  would  be  forv;arded 
to  me,  stating  that  it  was  wheat  of  such  a  weight  per  bushel,  at  such  a  price. 

0.36.  M  4  1096.  That 
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Mr.  1096.  That  might  be  the  case  at  any  market  where  they  sold  by  weight  or  by 

Wm.  Q.  Fearnsidt.  measure  ? — Yes. 

1097.  But  what  is  the  practice  io  the  market  of  Hull  in  actually  selling?— The 

S2  May  1834.      practice  is  becoming  very  general  at  Hull  to  sell  by  weight  and  measure,  thus; 
that  the  wheat  is  offered  at  so  much  per  quarter,  weighing  so  much  per  boshel. 

1098.  That  is  merely  to  describe  wheat  of  a  certain  quality?— Merely  to 
describe  wheat  of  a  certain  quality. 

1099.  Supposing  the  price  was  7  s.  per  bushel,  as  engaged  at  70  lbs.,  what  would 
be  the  result  of  that  turning  out  to  be  only  60  lbs.,  supposing  that  the  porchase 
was  actually  concluded? — It  would  depend  on  the  state  of  the  market;  it  might 
be  considerably  more  than  any  portion,  as  an  8th  or  a  7th,  or  it  might  be  only 

•  2^.,  3  3.  or  4^.  a  quarter  difference,  or  less  than  that ;  it  would  depend  on  the  state 

of  the  market.  0 

1 100.  It  would  not  follow,  then,  in  exact  proportion  to  the  weignt  ? — No. 

1 101.  Then  it  is  absolutely  not  a  combination  of  pure  weight  and  measure,  if 
that  be  the  case? — You  are  talking  of  the  value  of  the  article ;  but  then  it  is  not 

*.  necessary  for  the  scale  of  depreciation  in  the  article  to  follow  by  weight  and  mea- 
sure.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  connected  ;  because,  if  I  wish  to  purchase  an  article 
of  64  lbs.,  which  is  a  top  weight  of  fine  wheat,  and  I  have  an  article  of  54lbs., 
which  is  not  marketable,  and  is  not  fit  for  my  purpose,  then  the  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  that  article  is  not  guided  or  acted  upon  by  either  weight  or  the 
measure. 

1 1 02.  Then  supposing  that  weight  alone  was  the  basis  of  the  purchase,  "would 
not  the  eye  of  the  factor,  if  he  had  any  tolerable  skill,  sufficiently  guide  him  as  to 
the  price  which  he  would  give  for  the  particular  weight  the  corn  produced?— 
Certainly,  his  judgment  would  guide  him. 

1 103.  The  price  that  he  would  offer  would  be  actually  what  his  judgment  led 
him  to  suppose  would  be  the  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — Certainly,  every 
man  purchasing  has  the  weight  impressed  on  his  mind  when  he  puts  his  hind 
into  a  sample. 

1104.  And  the  price  that  he  offered  would  be  his  own  gauge  of  the  measure 
of  that  wheat,  supposing  that  weight  was  the  basis  ? — Of  the  vdue  ? 

1105.  No,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  market  where  weight  is  used;  his  own 
judgment  would  be  the  gauge  there  :  in  a  place  where  weight  and  measure  were 
used,  his  own  judgment  would  lead  him  to  give  such  a  price  as  in  his  own  mind 
was  thought  the  value  of  the  article  ?— Yes. 

1 106.  In  fact,  the  price  would  be  the  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — Yes. 

1 107.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  combined  system  is  all  ideal,  and  that  there  is 
no  such  thing ;  are  you  of  that  opinion  ? — Certainly  not. 

1108.  Will  you  state  your  reasons:  it  has  been  stated  that  the  combined 
system  is  merely  ideal,  and  practically  does  not  exist ;  that,  in  fact,  the  combined 
system  of  weight  and  measure  is  either  weight  alone,  or  measure  alone?— lean 
have  no  idea  of  the  quality  unless  I  have  a  specified  measure,  because  it  may  be 
so  much  per  quarter  or  coomb ;  I  must  have  a  standard  measure  first  of  all  to  start 
from,  or  else  I  cannot  obtain  any  idea  of  the  weight  of  the  article. 

1 109.  But  if  neither  weight  nor  measure  give  the  true  estimation  of  the  quality 
of  grain  separately,  how  is  it  that  weight  and  measure  combined  give  the  true 
estimation? — If  it  is  stated  to  me  that  a  quarter  of  wheat  is  worth  from  50^.10 
60  ^.,  I  gain  no  idea  pf  the  quality  ;  I  only  know  that  that  is  the  finest  parcel  and 
the  worst  parcel  in  the  market,  but  I  have  no  just  estimation  of  the  intermediate 
quality.  If  I  purchase  wheat  by  the  60  lbs.,  without  any  specification  as  to  the 
measure,  I  can  have  wheat  given  to  me  weighing  56  lbs. ;  but  it  is  only  by  havii^ 
a  standard  of  measure  that  I  can  act ;  and  therefore  I  know,  when  the  weight  is 
ascertained,  the  quality  that  I  am  purchasing ;  in  fact,  weight  alone  is  no  criterion 
of  quality,  unless  taken  in  relation  to  quantity. 

1110.  But  you  may  buy  a  defined  measure  and  you  may  buy  a  heavy  weight  of 
wheat,  but  a  few  smut-balls  may  so  completely  deteriorate  the  quality  of  it  that  it 
may  not  be  worth  so  much  by  20  or  25  per  cent.,  and  generally  speaking,  is  not 
worth  so  much  by  20  or  25  per  cent.;  consequently,  as  far  as  the  purpose  of  quo- 
tation goes,  unless  the  quotations  are  exclusively  confined  to  corn  of  the  best 
quality,  and  another  column  prepared  for  damaged  corn,  your  test  under  quotation 
of  quality  falls  to  the  ground  ? — These  exceptions  of  the  smut-ball,  unless  the 
smut  is  very  general  throughout  a  crop,  are  not  of  suflicient  extent,  I  should 
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imagine,  at  all  to  invalidate  the  accuracy  of  the  general  principle  by  weight  and  i^r. 

measure.  JFm.  G.  Feamside. 

1111.  Under  any  system,  whatever  plan  you  would  propose  or  whatever  form  ^ 

you  would  propose  for  the  quotation,  would  it  not  be  necessary  to  state  the  condi-  ^'  ^^y  i^34* 
tion,  as  well  as  the  quantity,  quality  and  price  of  the  com  sold ;  would  you  not 
recommend  that  the  condition  as  well  should  be  stated^ — ^Tbe  weight  ^speaks 

a  good  deal  the  condition  of  the  grain. 

1112.  But  the  condition  may  be  affected  by  accident,  by  dampness;  will  you 
atate  upon  what  you  consider  the  condition  of  corn  depends  ? — ^The  condition  de- 
pends principally  on  the  atmosphere,  and  likewise  by  receiving  damage  during 
a  lengthened  voyage  by  leakage  or  sea-waten 

1113.  But  would  you  not  think  it  necessary  that  any  peculiarities  or  any  acci* 
dents  which  had  happened  to  any  com  should  be  stated  in  the  quotations  ? — It 
would  necessarily  involve  so  much  intricacy  of  statement  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  arrive  at,  but  at  the  same  time  the  more  full  you  can  make  the  information  the 
more  desirable. 

1114.  Would  not  the  sale  of  com  by  weight  alone  and  without  reference  to 
measure,  and  leaving  that  to  be  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the  skill  of  each 
dealer,  the  weight  of  com  alone,  connected  with  the  price  and  the  quantity  sold, 
would  it  not  be  a  far  preferable  system  to  the  present  system  of  adopting  measure 
alone  ? — Yes,  it  certainly  would  be  preferable. 

1115.  Would  not  the  weight  alone,  connected  with  the  quantity  sold  and  the 
prices,  be  a  sufficient  indication  for  the  corn-dealer  ? — Not  alone  ;  it  is  no  indica* 

tion  of  quality.  « 

iii6.  Weight  alone,  with  the  price  and  the  quantity  sold ? — The  conclusion 
is  that  one  sample  is  better  than  the  other,  because  the  quotations  range  higher ; 
but  there  is  nothing  to  demonstrate  it,  or  ascertain  the  gradationary  quality. 

1117.  Would  not  the  average  quality  of  the  grain  throughout  the  country  be 
known  to  the  corn-factor ;  is  it  not  so  r — It  may  be,  and  generally  is  so. 

1118.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season  is  not  the  average  quality  of  com  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  known  to  the  corn-dealer  ? — Not  generally. 

1119.  The  general  fact  of  its  being  a  good  or  a  bad  crop,  or  a  full  or  a  deficient 
crop,  is  always  sufficient  alone,  is  it  not  ?— Certainly ;  but  I  should  add  to  that,  that 
it  is  so  very  difficult  at  the  commencement  of  a  season  to  ascertain  the  yield  of  the 
crop,  that  it  becomes  always  problematic  as  to  statements  put  forth  even  by  the 
people  locally  acquainted  with  the  harvest  in  the  different  districts  they  report 
from. 

1 1 20.  Is  there  any  extensive  complaint  on  the  part  of  either  the  buyers  or  the 
sellers  of  com,  either  in  the  London  market  or  in  those  country  markets  in  which 
the  practice  of  selling  by  measure  only  at  present  exists,  that  some  legislative 
enactment  is  necessary  to  alter  that  mode  of  transacting  their  business  ;  are  you 
aware  of  any? — There  is  a  well-grounded  objection  on  the  part  of  both;  many 
sellers  in  the  country  markets,  and  likewise  in  London  sellers  are  anxious  for  the 
establishment  of  a  uniformity  of  measure  throughout  the  kingdom,  particularly 
with  regard  to  Ireland. 

1121.  That  is  not  the  question;  the  irregularity  of  measure  may  require  a  com- 
pulsory enactment  to  produce  greater  uniformity,  but  that  would  not  alter  the 
mode  of  transacting  the  business  in  the  market  the  least? — No. 

1 122.  But  the  question  is  this  :  have  you  heard  any  extensive  complaints  that 
the  present  mode  of  dealing  by  measure,  excepting  in  the  instance  of  irregularity 

in  the  measures,  is  in  itself  one  injurious  to  the  mutual  interests,  and  therefore  « 

objectionable  ? — I  have  not  heard  the  complaint  so  general  as  the  want  of  uni- 
formity of  measure,  undoubtedly  not ;  as  factors  are  aware  it  would  neutralise 
their  judgment  and  experience. 

1 1 23.  Then  if  such  complaints  exist,  why  have  they  not  shown  themselves  in 
numerous  petitions  to  Parliament  ? — I  consider  petitions  as  rather  a  negative  proof 
of  a  grievance.  A  grievance  may  exist  among  a  particular  set  of  people,  and  they 
may  m  consequence  petition  parliament ;  but  in  this  instance  the  people  who  are 
most  intimately  connected  are  the  persons  who  are  deriving,  perhaps,  by  the  want 
of  uniformity,  more  profit  than  they  otherwise  would  by  a  regulated  system  of 
weight  and  measure. 

1 1 24.  But  the  Committee  wish  to  keep  you  to  this  difference  of  view  :  it  is  a 
totally  distinct  question  whether  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  perfect  uniformity  in 
measure,  supposing  the  measure  to  continue  to  be  the  mode  under  wiiich  all  com 
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Mr.  is  to  be  sold,  and  the  introduction  of  weight  oombined  with  measure ;  then  Veep- 

Wm.  G.  Femrmkk.  ing  yourself  to  that  point,  are  you  aware  of  any  practical  injury  which  shows  itself 

OS  Ma   iS'iL      »o  •«  to  lead  to  any  important  complaints  either  in  town  or  country  between  the 

'  bnyars  and  the  sellers,  and  if  so,  from  which  is  it,  from  (he  buyers  or  the  reliefs? 

— From  the  purchasers  generally. 

1 1 35«  Hare  you  heard  of  any  on  the  part  of  the  sellers  P — Not  so  much  $o. 
1126.  Have  they  not  the  power  of  weighing  bow  to  ascertain  the  weight  of 
com,  if  they  think  fit  so  to  do,  without  any  compulsion  ? — ^Yes,  they  have. 

1 137.  Would  it  then  be  any  benefit  to  them,  that  they  should  be  compelled  by 
law  to  do  that  which  they  can  do  already  ? — It  would,  because  coa^)ul$ioQ  is  a 
matter  of  right ;  but  we  are  arguing  abstractedly  on  the  subject^  because  we  hays 
not  a  stiBidard.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  uniformity  of  measure  is  absolutel; 
requisite. 

1 1 28.  Admitting  tiiat  &at  would  be  an  improTem«!it»  the  question  is^  whet&er 
the  introduction  of  weight  and  measure  combined  would.  You  say,  that  the 
parties  who  principally  wish  for  the  alteration  are  the  buyers  ? — ^Yea, 

1 129.  But  you  are  asked  on  the  part  of  the  farmers?— Thai  in  answer  to  that 
I  wonkl  say,  if  it  was  compulsory,  the  weight  as  well  as  the  meuure,  I  oould 
demand  it  of  the  seller;  whereas  the  aelfer  can  say  ta  me  now,  "Tb^re  k 
the  grain ;  judge  jrouraelf ;  you  can  find  out  the  weight  as  you  please."  i  am 
thus  thrown  on  my  own  judgment,  having  no  other  criterion  to  go  by  as  to  the 
weight 

1130.  But  practically  speaktngt  Uie  weight  is  pretty  weU  known,  and  ev«rj 
^ther  circumstance  of  the  quality,  by  the  sample  ? — Yes,  by  experienced  dealers. 

1131.  For  all  practical  purposes  that  is  found  so  sufficient  that  at  all  eT^ts 
there  is  no  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  seller ;  and  if  he  can  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  weighing,  he  has  it  in  his  power  so  to  do ;  under  such  drcuotstaacei, 
where  is  the  ben^t  to  the  British  farmer  of  being  compelled  by  this  propositioa 
to  subject  himself  to  a  compulsory  arrangement  ? — ^The  British  fanner  himself  is 
less  liable  to  be  deceived ;  and  the  public,  as  I  stated  before,  would  benefit  by  gain- 
ing a  just  estimation  of  the  vahie  df  the  article  of  grain. 

1132.  In  the  former  question  which  I  put,  showing  that  weightt  and  measure 
*do  not,  under  certain  circumstances,  give  a  true  estimation  of  the  quality  <^  con, 
because  there  are  other  occurrences  which  may  vary  the  state  of  the  conditiou  and 
•quality  of  it ;  is  there  any  practical  benefit  which  the  farmer  at  present  does  not 
possess,  which  this  will  confer  upon  him,  at  all  proportionate  to  the  iaconveoience 
of  a  compulsory  arrangement? — 1  conceive  the  farmer  will  be  enabled  more 

{'ustly  to  himself,  and  with  greater  accuracy,  to  gain  the  value  of  the  article  that 
le  has  to  sell,  than  by  the  present  mode.  He  now  finds  out  the  price  by  the  par^ 
going  to  purchase  his  grain;  be  has  an  ofier,  and,  without  knowing  perhaps  the 
Tahie  in  a  neighbouring  market,  or  at  any  distant  market  that  be  might  have  the 
power  of  transit  to,  he  sells  it  at  once,  because  he  is  anxious  to  realise ;  whereas 
if  he  understood  the  general  quotations^  and  they  were  made  uniform,  he  would 
be  enabled  to  ascertain  the  best  market  for  his  commodity- 

1133.  The  farmers  generally  sell  at  the  nearest  market;  they  cannot  afibrd  to 
go  very  far  afield?— ^hey  cannot,  but  that  does  not  alter  the  fact,  or  the 
iwlvantage  of  affording  them  the  capability  of  doing  so. 

1134.  They  are  obliged  to  take  the  best  price  t^y  can  get ;  it  matters  not  that 
they  tell  the  factor  who  is  buying  of  them,  "  We  hear  corn  is  much  dearer  50 
miles  off;"  that  will  not  make  the  man  give  more  than  that  which  he  can  afford  to 

♦  give  ? — No,  it  will  not ;  but  they  will  have  a  better  idea  of  enforcing  the  sale  at 

^  nearer  relative  value. 

1135^  If  weight  and  measure  combined  vrere  introduced  as  the  system  upcm 
which  corn  alone  should  be  sold,  are  you  of  opinion  that  the  diflference  that  was 
short  in  quantity  or  weight  should  be  made  up  in  money,  or  that  the  bargain 
should  be  made  void  ? — At  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  I  should  think. 

1136.  But  should  you,  in  legislating,  admit  of  the  party  making  up  the  qoaa- 
tity  or  the  weight,  supposing  it  was  short? — ^I  should  think  it  was  a  point  that 
would  hardly  admit  of  legislation  ;  it  ought  to  be  optional  between  the  purchaser 
and  the  seller.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  becaose 
there  might  be  an  attempt  at  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and  then  it  ought  to 
be  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser  whether  he  would  accept  the  bargain  or  not 

1137.  Then  any   deviation   would   lead  to   making  the  bargain  void? — Or 
^iifference  of  price. 

1138.  But 
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113&  But  still,  if  it  is  any  tiling  short  of  tbe  original  bargain,  it  is  of  coarse  Mr. 

liable  to  be  madtf  void  ?— Yes.  Win.  C,  Feanmit. 

1 139.  Will  that  not  therefore  introduce  this  inconvenience,  that  there  being  two  . 

grounds  of  rejection  instead  of  one,  as  it  stands  at  present,  namely,  wei^t  as  ^^  ^^y  *^34* 
well  as  measure^  that  it  would  lay  it  open  to  an  infinitely  greater  number  of  dis- 
putes in  the  bargain  between  buyer  and  seller,  than  at  present  exist? — If  it  were 
a  specified  weight  of  a  sii^le  pound,  it  would,  but  if  there  is  a  latitude  of  one  or 
two  pounds,  say  from  58  or  from  59  to  60,  it  would  not  The  latitude  is  gene- 
rally two  pounds. 

1*140.  Then  you  mean  to  say^  the  greater  the  latitude  that  is  given,  the  less  the 
inconvenience  ? — Yes,  of  course. 

1 141 .  What  do  you  mean  by  a  latitude  where  only  measure  is  used  ? — We  are 
talking  of  the  weight  combined.  • 

114*J.  But  saying  a  latitude  is  allowed,  rather  implies  that  the  combined  sys- 
tem exists? — It  is  often  asked  in  sales  now,  what  does  wheat  weigh;  or  in 
handling  a  sample,  '^  I  think  this  weighs  so*and-so,  does  it  not?'' 

1143.  But  then  what  makes  him  ever  suppose  that  the  wheat  does  not  weigh 
ao  much  1^  was  originally  specified  ? — On  the  delivery  that  is  ascertained. 

1144.  Then  that  is,  practically  speaking,  measure  and  wei^t  combined,  and 
is  perhaps  a  general  convenience  ? — No  doubt  it  is ;  and  if  it  is  acknowledged  aa 
a  pubKc  convenience,  1  cannot  imagine  how  compulsion  could  make  it  an  iacon* 
Tenience* 

1145.  ^hat  other  places  are  you  aware  of  besides  Hull  where  the  combined 
system  prevails?— It  is  piutially  adopted  in  most  principal  markets. 

1 146.  Are  you  conversant  with  the  practice  of  the  Liverpool  market  ? — Yes* 

1 147.  What  is  the  principle  adopted  diere? — Weight. 

1 148.  Are  you  aware  whether  in  that  market  diat  variation  of  1  lb.  or  2  lbs.  is 
fftilowed? — No,  because  the  weight  has  not  there  refi»'ence  to  measure:  for 
instance,  I  could  buy  60  lbs.  of  wheat  which  could  be  made  up  of  wheat  by  quality 
only  equal  to  56  lbs.,  because  I  have  no  standard  of  measure,  and  therefore  it 
never  bespeaks  the  quality ;  if  I  have  purchased  62  lbs.,  it  may  be  made  up  of 
58  lbs. :  it  does  not  follow  tktt  the  wheat  absolutely  weighs  that  of.  its  own 
quality. 

1 149.  Does  not  the  price  combined  widi  that  give  you  the  quality  ?— -The  price 
afibrds  a  facility  in  gaining  an  idea  of  it,  but  it  cannot  give  you  any  accurate 
estimation  of  the  quality,  as  I  have  before  more  fully  stated. 

1150.  That  is  to  say,  it  may  not  do  for  the  purpose  of  the  factor  in  London,, 
but  it  does  to  all  intents  and  purposes  for  the  purpose  of  the  buyer  and  seller*  at 
Liverpool  ? — Yes,  where  you  are  locally  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  transacting 
business. 

1151.  Then  the  only  advantage  which  you  derive  from  the  combined  system  of 
weight  and  measure  will  be,  in  the  instance  of  Liverpool,  for  the  advantage  of  a 
factor  in  London,  and  none  for  the  advantage  of  a  buyer  and  seller  in  Liverpool  ? 
— No,  not  in  London,  but  over  the  country  generally :  but  it  is  only  a  local  con- 
Tenience  that  the  Liverpool  people  have  now,  in  order  to  create  a  good  deal  of 
unnecessary  calculation  for  the  rest  of  the  trade.  The  Liverpool  people  have 
adopted  70  lbs.  of  weight,  in  consequence  of  their  transactions  being  extensive 
veith  Ireland,  instead  of  the  bushel,  as  a  barrel  of  wheat  is  280  lbs.  or  four  bushels 
of  70  lbs.,  but  that  requires  a  second  calculation  to  ascertain  the  value  by  the 
Imperiaf  bushel  per  quarter. 

1152.  You  stated  just  now  that  only  purchasers  complain,  that  sellers  do  not 
complain  of  the  want  of  uniformity?— Not  so  much;  it  was  not  so  general 
with  them. 

1153*  WiU  you  state  wh^  sellers  should  not  have  so  much  reason  to  complain 
as  purchasers  of  the  want  of  uniformitv  ?— The  sellers  having  the  grain  in  their 
poBsessioD,  it  is  to  be  supposed  would  have  ascertained  the  value  of  the  article 
according  to  the  measure  or  weight  that  they  were  going  to  sell  by  ;  but  the  pur- 
chaser comes  as  a  stranger  into  the  market,  and  therefore  is  at  the  mercy  of 
the  seller. 

1 1 54.  You  did  not  mean  that  better  information,  which  it  is  presumed  the 
combined  system  would  give,  would  be  useful  only  to  the  factors  ? — No,  1  meant 
the  community  at  large. 

1 155.  In  what  respect  will  it  benefit  the  community  at  larger— By  iheir  being 
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1^^  enabled  to  gain  a  true  estimate  of  the  value  of  wheat,  which  regulates  so  materaUy^ 

IVm.  G.  Feamride.  all  the  connexions  with  money  transactions  in  the  country.  * 

'  1 156.  But  upon  that  principle  you  have  the  price  given  here;  70 lbs,  in  Liver- 

22  May  1834.      pool  ? — Yes,  I  have ;  but  I,  as  a  London  merchant,  am  not  accustomed  to  sell  by 

70  lbs.     With  people  living  in  London,  where  wheat  is  sold  by  the  quarter,  it 

requires  a  secondary  calculation,  throwing  a  degree  of  doubt  about  the  traosactioQ, 

whereas  it  could  be  at  once  elicited  by  a  uniformity  of  quotation. 

1157.  But  ^<>^  ^^^  tb?  advantage  resolve  itself  into  what  you  stated  before; 
that  it  is  not  for  the  advantage  of  the  community  in  general,  but  for  the  advantage 
of  a  peculiar  class  of  persons  who  are  buyers  of  corn? — I  think  everybody  i« 
concerned  in  the  price  of  wheat ;  and  therefore  the  more  general  and  uniform  the 
information  as  to  the  value  of  the  article,  the  more  beneficial. 
*  1158.  Everybody  you  say  is  concerned  in  the  price  of  wheats  but  is  everybody 
equally  concerned  in  the  knowledge  of  the  existing  price  in  every  market-towa  in 
England ;  does  that  concern  everybody  in  all  parts  of  England ;  have  they  any 
interest  in  it? — Yes,  they  have;  everybody  is  connected  with  it  indirecdy 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

1159.  I  can  readily  conceive  how  the  buyers  in  the  market,  particularly  in 
Mark-lane,  may  wish  to  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  a  calculation  on  the  dif> 
ferent  measures  adopted  indifferent  parts  of  England;  but  would  not  a  uniformi^ 
being  established  by  law  in  those '  measures,  save  those  gentlemen  that  trouble, 
and  answer  all  the  practical  inconvenience  that  at  present  exists  ? — No,  for  the 
reason  stated  before,  that  it  gives  no  idea  of  the  quality. 

1160.  But  if  the  combination  of  weight  and  measure  give  an  accurate  test  of 
quality,  as  has  been  proved  by  various  circumstances,  will  the  question  not  th^ 
resolve  itself  into  a  mere  question  of  degree  as  to  the  practical  improvement  that 
will  result  in  this  still  inadequate  test  of  quality  ? — Yes ;  I  con<»ive  that  the  unioa 
of  the  two  is  approaching  perfection  as  nearly  as  it  is  possible  for  transactions  in 
grain. 

ii6t.  But  still  it  is  short  of  accuracy? — Perfection,  under  any  circumstances, 
is  not  to  be  attained. 

1162.  But  is  it  not  many  degrees  removed  from  anything  like  accuracy?— I 
do  not  conceive  it  is  many  degrees.  That  it  is  not  infallible  is  undoubtedly  true, 
but  it  is  not  many  degrees  removed  from  accuracy.  ^ 

1163.  You  are  aware  that  mildews  and  blights  come  very  extensively  in  very 
large  districts? — Yes. 

1 164.  The  county  of  Essex  particularly  ? — ^Yes. 

1165.  Would  it  not  entirely  frustrate  the  test  of  value,  combining  weight  with 
measure,  if  mildew  is  not  stated  to  exist  in  the  corn  ? — IJf  there  is  weight  and  an 
inferior  price  stated  for  it,  it  bespeaks  there  must  be  damage  in  the  article. 

1 1 66.  Would  that  be  at  all  in  proportion  to  the  difference  of  value  in  blighted 
corn  ? — I  think  it  would. 

1167.  Completely  so? — No,  in  proportion,  not  completely  so;  because  we 
should  be  making  the  system  perfect  if  it  were  completely  so. 

1168.  I  mentioned  that  among  the  various  damages  that  corn  may  sustain, 
which  you  consider  as  comparatively  nothing,  but  which  in  the  aggregate,  as  upon 
all  the  corn  sold  in  the  market,  I  consider  to  be  very  influential  in  destroying  your 
test  of  weight  and  measure,  and  in  precluding  the  perfection  that  you  spew  of; 
will  you  not  therefore  admit,  that  the  more  extensive  that  injury,  the  less  your 
system  will  approach  to  a  remedy  of  the  inconvenience  you  complain  of?— It 
will  approach  much  nearer  than  any  other  system  that  could  be  devised  for  the 
ascertaining  of  the  quality ;  but  of  course,  as  much  as  the  grain  is  decreased  by 
the  blight,  it  naturally  will  be  a  failure  in  the  accuracy  of  the  calculation. 

1 1 69.  Will  not  the  quotation  in  the  Liverpool  market  of  the  price  and  weight, 
combined  in  this  way,  56  s.  per  70  lbs.,  60^.  per  7ol6s.,  and  66  s.  per  70  lbs.,  give 
an  accurate  idea  of  the  quality  of  the  corn  sold  ? — Yes,  partially. 

1 170.  Then  that  is  weight  alone  ? — Yes ;  but  still  the  positive  proof  is  wanting. 

1171.  Do  you  think  that  the  alteration  of  the  system  will  give  returns  generally 
of  a  higher  amount  or  of  a  lower  amount  than  the  returns  that  now  come  to  the 
corn-inspector  of  the  averages? — I  should  say,  that  the  effect  on  the  average  will 
be  to  a  very  trifling  amount,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

1172.  Will  it  raise  or  depress?—!  think  the  averages  will  come  out  nearly  the 
same. 

1 1 73.  You  do  not  think  that  it  would  have  any  practical  effect  so  as  to  alter 
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them  at  all? — No,  I  think  not.     In  fact,  I  have  spoken  to  one  or  two  of  the  inspec*  Mr. 

tors  upon  the  subject,  and  they  do  not  seem  to  entertain  much  doubt  on  the    '*^«-  ^-  Ffamtj4le. 

subject,  ' 

1174.  Unless  a  particular  weight  is  adopted? — Unless  a  standard  weight  is  ««  May  1834. 
adopted :  the  only  merit  that  a  standard  weight  would  have  would  be  as  to  the 
foreign  importers,  who  are  anxious  for  a  standard  weight,  because  where  they  have 
to  pay  duty  on  foreign  wheat,  sometimes  weighing  63  lbs.,  and  sometimes  the 
bushel  weighing  only  from  56 lbs.  or  58  lbs.,  they  still  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty, 
but  they  get  a  much  less  amount  of  weight. 

1 1 75*  But  is  there  not  generally  a  great  tendency  in  the  importer  to  import 
only  the  best  and  heaviest  corn  ? —  Certainly. 

1176.  Do  you  think  if  a  fixed  standard  of  weights  were  adopted,  that  an  infe- 
rior quality  of  com  would  be  imported  in  consequence  of  that? — Certainly  not, 
quite  the  reverse ;  it  would  pay  the  same  duty ;  the  heavier  corn  would  pay  the 
same  duty  as  the  inferior,  and  of  course  they  would  procure  the  heaviest  quality. 

1 177.  Who  would  ? — The  importers. 

1178.  Then  do  you  imi^ine  that  adopting  w^eight  as  a  standard  would  be  in 
favour  of  the  foreign  corn  grower  r-r-It  would  be  in  favour  of  the  foreign  importer, 
but  not  of  the  grower. 

1 1 79*  Where  do  the  heaviest  wheats  come  from  from  abroad  ? — ^The  Spanish 
and  the  Italian  wheats  are  the  heaviest.  The  Kubanka  wheat,  which  is  a  Russian 
hard  wheat,  weighs  from  6$  lbs.  to  64  lbs.,  and  the  Dantzic  wheat,  which  weighs 
only  60  lbs.,  is  worth  25  per  cent,  more  than  the  Kubanka  wheat. 

1 1 80.  On  what  account  is  that  ? — It  is  a  very  hard  grain,  and  the  Dantzic 
wheat  is  full  of  meal  and  thin-skinned,  yielding  to  the  manufacturer  more  flour 
than  the  other. 

1181.  In  fact  Kubanka  wheat  is  rather  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  is  it 
not  ? — Yes. 

1 182.  What  is  the  heaviest  weight  you  know  of? — Sixty-seven  pounds.. 

1183.  But  weight  is  not  quite  the  test  of  value? — No. 

1184.  Would  not  a  system  of  quotations  which  comprises  the  particulars  of 
quantity  and  quality  and  price,  correspond  with  the  foreign  letters  and  private  cir* 
culars,  and  above  all,  with  the  actual  practice  of  all  intelligent  dealers  ? — ^Yes,  it 
would. 

1 185.  Do  they  not  all  take  into  account  both  weight  and  measure  ? — Yes. 

1186.  Are  not  frauds  often  committed  under  the  system  of  measure? — Yes, 
very  often*.  As  to  the  measure  there  are  frauds  unquestionably  very  frequently 
committed,  because,  by  the  welUknown  fact  of  measuring  heavy  or  measuring 
light,  it  is  impossible  on  the  part  of  the  receiver  to  be  aware  of  the  difference 
that  is  being  made  in  the  amount  That  of  weight  is  not  so  objectionable, 
because  the  turn  of  the  scale  is  more  observable,  although  false  scales  would  be 
adopted ;  and  there  is  perhaps  another  objection  against  weight  alone  which  ought 
to  be  noticed :  a  navigator  or  a  captain  of  a  vessel  having  grain  under  his  care 
bringing  it  to  market,  might  purloin  a  certain  quantity  of  it,  and  by  damping  the 
com  he  would  make  the  bulk  equal  to  the  measure,  or  even  rather  more  than  what 
he  had  received,  although  there  would  be  a  deficiency  in  the  weight. 

1187.  But  that  dampness  would  be  seen? — ^That  would  alter  the  condition  of 
the  grain,  and  the  weight  would  be  less. 

1 1 88.  But  if  the  condition  was  inferior  ? — The  plausible  excuse  would  be,  it  had 
become  out  of  condition  during  the  voyage. 

1 1 89.  The  system  of  weight  and  measure  would  have  the  effect  of  showing 
that  ? — Yes,  the  measure  would  show  the  abstraction ;  if  there  had  been  corn 
taken  away  it  would  be  demonstrated  by  the  measure,  because  the  water  that 
would  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  measure  could  not,  being  in  itself  lighter  than 
the  article  for  which  it  was  substituted,  make  up  the  amount  of  weight;  it  would 
in  fact  be  like  the  system  adopted  in  merchants'  books,  of  double  entry. 

1 190.  It  swells  the  corn  ? — Aye,  but  not  in  the  same  proportion  to  the  weight; 
the  measure  could  be  made  good,  but  not  equal  to  the  weight.  The  Irish  would 
perhaps  benefit  by  the  weight  in  preference  to  the  measure,  as  they  kiln- dry  their 
grain,  which  makes  a  greater  difference  in  measure  than  in  weight. 

1191.  If  weight  and  measure  were  established,  might  not  a  simple  enactment 
that  all  corn  should  be  sold  by  measure,  with  a  provision  that  the  weight  per 
bushel  should  be  returned  to  the  inspector,  as  well  as  the  measure,  subject  to  the 
penalties  to  which  persons  are  now  by  law  subject  who  make  no  returns  or  false 
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Mr.  returns,  or  a  similar  offence,  and  with  a  further  provision  that  all  contracts  Am'A 

Wm.  G.  Fcamside.  be  printed  or  written,  and  should  state  both  the  measure  and  weight,  do  you  act 

think  that  such  an  enactment  would  bring  into  universal  use  the  combined  system ? 

22  May  1834.      —Yes,  I  think  it  would. 

1192.  Would  not  prescribing  weight  alone  be  subject  to  many  pr^ticsJ  dfi- 
oulties ;  such  as*  the  arrangement  of  a  right  scale  for  taking  the  average  and  cot 
lecting  the  duties,  the  adjustment  of  corn  rents,  and  other  matters  founded  on  tbe 
price  of  corn  r—  Certainly  they  would  ;  considerable  difficulty. 

1193*  Might  not  weight,  under  the  combined  system,  be  used  wherever  and 
whenever  weight  should  be  considered  a  better  test  of  quantity,  or  a  more  expe- 
ditious  and  less  costly  mode  of  ascertaining  it,  and  still  the  measure  be  used?— 
Yes,  I  think  it  might. 

1 194.  State  how  ? — Because,  in  the  purchase  of  grain  by  weight,  it  woaM  be 
always  in  reference  to  the  bushel ;  and  although  I  had  it  weighed,  still  it  must  be 
in  reference  to  the  standard  bushel. 

1 195.  That  standard  bushel  being r — Being  whatever  the  specified  wdgbt 

may  be  that  is  sold, 

1 196.  It  has  been  alleged,  that  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  quantity  con- 
tained in  sacks,  it  is  desirable  that  all  sacks  should  contain  the  same  quastity, 
(say  200  lbs.,)  and  that  the  clerk  or  person  checking  the  delivery  might  not  be 
compelled  to  check  the  quantity  in  each  sack ;  would  not  the  same  thing  be  dow 
as  effectually  if  the  corn  wa*s  sold  by  weight  and  measure  ? — ^Yes,  because  4e 
sack  would  contain  the  four  bushels,  and  it  would  be  only  multiplying  the 
amount  per  bushel  four  times,  and  that  would  give  the  weight  the  sack  ooght 
to  be. 

1197.  How  would  you  ascertain  it  contained  so  many  bushels  per  sack?— It 
could  only  be  done  by  measuring. 

1198.  But  if  upon  the  judgment  of  the  purchaser  it  measured  so  macfa  per 
sack,  that  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  ascertaining  that  it  weighed  so  laacb 
per  bushel ;  for  instance,  if  it  measured  four  bushels  to  the  sack  of  200  lbs.,  that 
would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  knowingM;hat  it  measured  50  lbs.  per  budiel?— 
Yes,  if  it  contained  four  bushels. 

1 199.  Because  it  would  be  four  bushels  of  5olbs.  ?— Yes. 

1200.  -And  therefore  that  might  be  returned  to  the  inspector  as  four  bushels  of 
50  lbs.  ? — Yes,  provided  the  measure  had  been  ascertained. 

1201.  But  might  it  not  be  taken  on  the  judgment  of  the  purchaser? — ^NotoD 
the  measure ;  it  could  not. 

•  1202.  If  a  man's  judgment  will  guide  him  in  knowing  that  a  quantity  of  com 
weighs  so  much  per  measure,  why  would  not  his  judgment  guide  him  in  ascertain- 
ing it  weighed  so  much  per  measure  ? — A  man  of  experience  would  know  it,  bat 
then  I  am  talking  of  a  man  not  having  the  knowledge ;  a  man  of  experimie 
would  be  able  to  form  a  very  just  estimation. 

1 203.  But  where  a  man  wishes  to  weigh  or  to  measure,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
present  law  to  prevent  his  doing  so? — No,  he  could  do  either  or  both. 

1 204.  What  effect  would  the  combined  system,  if  carried  into  law,  have  on  the 
Liverpool  trade  ? — It  would  alter  the  present  mode  of  their  transacting  busine«, 
because  they  have  adapted  their  present  system  to  the  practice  of  selling  grain  in 
Ireland,  and  have  divided  their  quarter  into  eight  nominal  bushels  of  70  lbs 
making  the  two  Irish  barrels  constitute  a  quarter.  But  if  a  uniformity  of  the 
system  of  measuring  per  Imperial  bushel  was  adopted  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  weight  then  per  bushel  M^ould  be  adapted  to  the  average  growth  of 
the  corn. 

1205.  How  do  you  mean  to  the  growth  of  the  com?-^I  mean  to  say,  accord- 
ing to  the  growth  of  the  year's  weight,  weighing  56lbs.  or  58  lbs.,  that  their 
quotations  would  then  vary  accordingly,  and  would  be  adapted  to  the  average 
weight  of  the  produce  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain. 

1206.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  system  at  Liverpool  is  a  system  of  weight 
alone,  unconnected  with  any  idea  of  measurement? — ^es;  but  that  weight  of 
70  lbs.  has  reference  to  an  ideal  or  nominal  measure. 

1207.  How  are  the  inspectors,  from  knowing  the  number  of  pounds  sold,  able 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  bushels? — It  is  reduced  by  a  standard  weight  per 
bushel  to  the  Imperial  quarter.     I  think  so,  at  least. 

1208.  Do  you  suppose  the  com  imported  at  Liverpool  is  of  a  superior  or 
inferior  quality  to  that  imported  in  London? — Inferior. 

1209.  Much 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  95 

1209.  Much  so? — ^Yea,  as  regards  wheat,  because  it  is  priucipally  the  growth  Mr. 

of  Ireland.  *^«u  G.  Feamside* 

laio.  Then  supposing  that  the  inspectors  ascertained  the  number  of  bushels      

from  rendering  the  number  of  pounds  per  bushel,  that  would  be  a  very  fallacious      ^^  May  1834, 
test  as  to  the  general  quality  of  the  com  imported  r — Yes,  it  would,  if  the  70  lbs. 
was  adhered  to. 

121 1.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  system  in  Ireland  to  what  it  is  in  England; 
do  not  they  give  the  price?— Yes,  they  generally  give  it,  weighing  so  much ;  to 
turn  out  so  much  per  Imperial  bushel  when  received  in  London. 

1212.  If  a  merchant  snipped  to  another  merchant  a  certain  quantity  of  wheat 
weighing  so  much  per  bushel,  and  four  bushels  were  put  into  one  sack,  would  not 
each  sack  contain  a  certain  and  equal  quantity,  and  might  it  not  be  checked  with 
as  little  trouble  as  if  each  sack  contained  exactly  200  lbs.? — It  would. 

1213.  If  it  did  not  it  would  not  answer  to  the  weight? — No. 

1214.  It  would  not  answer  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  would  it?~No. 

1215.  If  the  returns  of  all  the  quantities  of  com  of  each  degree  of  quality  were 
returned  to  the  inspector,  with  the  price  for  which  they  sold,  and  the  country 
were  informed  by  those  means  of  the  price  per  each  degree  of  quality,  would 
not  the  information  be  highly  valuable? — Yes  ;  the  more  general  the  information 
resdered,  the  more  desirable  it  would  be^  as  I  said  before. 

1216.  Might  not  this  be  done  on  a  system  of  weight  and  measure? — I  think  it 
might 

121 7.  Could  it  be  done  by  weight  singly,  or  by  measure  singly  ?-^ Certainly 
pot. 

1218.  You  think  then  that  all  objects  might  be  ascertained  by  the  combination  ? 
— Yes,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  the  fact. 

1219.  Would  it  inflict  injury  or  inconvenience  on  anybody? — No;  I  do  not 
conceive  that  it  would.  There  is  one  point  I  should  wish  to  mention,  which  is, 
that  it  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  selling  the 
same  article ;  for  instance,  the  raw  material  (wheat)  is  purchased  by  measure,  and 
always  sold  to  the  manufacturer  by  weight.  Flour  is  always  sold  by  weight, 
never  by  measure ;  and  I  should  think  that  a  deviation  from  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  transacting  business  is  unnecessary  and  objectionable. 

1220.  Then  would  you  sell  floor  by  weight  and  measure  combined? — No,  I 
would  have  it  by  weight ;  but  then  I  should  have  my  wheat  by  weight ;  I  should 
have  a  specified  quantity  of  weight. 

1221.  Without  reference  to  measure? — No,  with  reference  to  measure;  the 
weight  of  the  manufactured  article  is  in  reference  to  the  sack. 

1222.  Then  the  manufactured  article  does  not  stand  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
row  material  ? — No. 

1253.  You  have  already  stated  the  charge  in  London? — ^Yes. 

1224.  And  also  the  system  in  Liverpool? — Yes. 

1225.  Now  which  of  those  systems  do  you  prefer? — I  prefer  at  the  present 
moment  the  Liverpool  system  of  selling,  because  it  is  by  weight,  and  I  consider 
that  weight  avoids  the  evils  which  metage  is  liable  to. 

1226.  What  would  be  the  eflect  in  the  combined  system;  would  it  materially 
increase  the  expense  or  not  ? — The  combined  system  would  materially,  if  it  were 
at  the  option  of  the  purchaser  to  force  the  meter  both  to  weigh  and  to  measure. 

1227.  Upon  whom  does  the  expense  lay  of  weighing  or  measuring? — It  is 
divided  betneen  buyer  and  seller. 

1 228.  Is  that  invariably  the  custom  ? — Invariably  the  custom ;  except,  as  I  said 
before,  that  in  Essex  and  Kent  the  seller  only  pays  one  third. 

1229.  If  weight  and  measure  were  prescribed  by  law,  which  should  be  th^ 
chief  ingredient  ? — Measure  as  the  standard  ;  I  prefer  weight  to  measure  singly, . 
but  if  you  have  a  standard,  I  would  have  the  weight  subservient  to  the  measure  ; 
the  measure  to  be  the  regulator. 

1230.  You  would  have  measure  as  the  standard? — Yes,  and  the  weight  per 
buflhd^  the  atandard  bushel  to  weigh  so  much  of  wheat. 

1231.  An  objection  has  been  made  to  requiring  a  contract  should  be  signed 
in  all  cases;  do  you  sec  cause  to  object  to  it? — ft  would  create  a  considerable 
degree  of  trouble  and  time  upon  the  London  market,  and  could  only  be  entered 
ivto  the  next  market-day,  because  unless  the  grain  was  accepted,  the  purchaser 
would  not  enter  into  a  contract  unless  he  received  the  grain;  and  therefore  in 
•    0.36.  N  4  our 
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Mr.  our  London  market  I  do  not  think  the  thing  practicable^  as  from  the  immeiise 

Wm.  G.  Fearnnde.  business  transacting  it  would  take  up  too  much  time. 

1232.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  a  sale-ticket? — Not  any :  the  weight  should 
*?!2  May  1  34«      y^^  specifted  on  all  sale-tickets ;  that  would  be  highly  desirable. 

1233.  You  would  wish  that  the  sale-ticket  should  state  the  measure  ?-^The 
measure  and  the  weight 

1234.  And  the  price? — And  the  price,  and  the  weight  within  a  certain  latitude. 

1235.  Not  the  condition? — Not  the  condition,  because  the  condition  might  be 
varied  before  the  time  of  receipt  from  the  time  of  sale ;  it  is  a  thing  always  varying 
according  to  the  state  of  the  atmosphere. 

1236.  But  if  the  quotations  did  not  express  the  condition  of  the  com  sold,  how 
would  the  variation  in  price  be  accounted  for  in  some  cases  ? — I  do  not  see  how 
the  condition  could  be  specified  well  in  a  currency;  it  cannot  be;  you  cannot 
specify  the  condition  unless  by  words* 

1237.  Would  you  not  state  if  it  were  damaged  now,  for  instance? — The  price 
would  speak  its  being  damaged  in  proportion  to  the  weight,  because  damaged 
com  would  weigh  as  much  as  good  corn,  but  the  price  would  be  lower,  wMch 
would  speak  that  it  must  be  in  a  damaged  state ;  but  as  to^he  specification  of  con- 
dition, I  do  not  see  how  that  could  be  adopted. 

1238.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  at  present  the  law  that  all  contracts  exceeding 
10/.  in  value  shall  be  in  writing  ? — Yes, 

1 239.  Is  the  law  at  present  put  in  force  ? — On  the  London  market  it  is  not 

1240.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make  in  answer  to  the  foregoing  ques- 
tions or  on  the  subject  of  the  general  practice  of  selling  com  ? — No,  not  in 
reference  to  the  subject  before  the  Committee. 


Sahbati,  W  die  Mail,  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR: 


Mr.  Richard  Page^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Ht. Rickard Page.       1241.  WHERE   do  you  reside? — In   Ashby-street,   Northampton-square, 
'  London. 

17  May  1834.  1242.  Have  you  been  extensively  engaged  both  in  the  English  and  Foreign 

com  trade  ? — I  have. 

1243.  Eor  a  number  of  years? — For  a  great  many  years.  I  am  put  of  business 
now,  but  I  was  brought  up  in  the  com  trade  in  Holland  ;  I  served  my  first  appren- 
ticeship there,  and  have  had  large  dealings  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  various 
parts  of  Europe. 

1 244.  Have  you  carried  on  business  entirely  in  London  ? — Ves,  except  that,  as 
already  said,  1  acquired  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  when  I  was  young  in  Holland, 
where  we  had  a  trade  in  corn  with  all  parts  of  Europe. 

1245.  Will  you  state  the  course  of  trade  both  here  and  abroad  ? — ^Tbe  ccMirse  of 
trade  in  every  part  of  the  Continent  is  to  sell  com  by  measure.  I  think  that  is 
universal ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  one  single  place  of  any  consequence  on  the 
Continent  where  corn  is  sold  by  weight,  it  is  all  sold  by  measure. 

1246.  There  are  a  great  variety  of  measures  in  use  on  the  Continent,  are  there 
not  ? — When  I  was  in  Holland  (I  am  speaking  not  of  the  province  of  Holland 
afone,  but  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  which  are  altogether  about  the  size  of 
Yorkshire,)  there  must  I  think  have  been  50  different  measures  for  the  sale  of 
com ;  and  my  reason  for  stating  this  number  is,  that  upon  looking  carefully  into  the 
matter  a  few  evenings  since,  I  was  able  distinctly  to  make  out  38  different  com 
measures,  and  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  find  out  the 
whole  number.  In  practice  this  great  diversity  of  measures  was  of  much  less 
consequence  than  might  be  supposed.  As  long  as  the  dealer  iu  com  in  Afliat^ 
dam  confined  himself  to  operations  on  the  spot,  he  bought  and  sold  by  the  same 
measure,  and  then  it  was  of  no  importance  to  him  that  the  measures  in  o&er  p^ 
of  Holland  were  different  from  his  own,  and  it  was  only  when  he  traded  witb 
other  parts  of  Holland  that  it  became  necessary  to  calculate,  and  this  was  a  mattei 
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of  no  great  difficulty  ;  all  men  of  business  either  know  or  may  easily  know  the  Mr.  Richard  Page. 
relative  proportions  between  different  measures,  and  as  all  measures  of  capacity  * 

contain  a  certain  definite  number  of  cubic  inches  they  are  easily  reducible  into  ^7  ^^^y  ^^34* 
each  other.  It  was  however  at  length  (and  very  properly)  judged  inexpedient 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  country,  by  having  so  great  a  diversity  of  measures, 
should  trade  with  each  other  as  if  they  belonged  to  different  nations ;  and  there- 
fore, to  save  all  necessity  of  calculation,  and  thereby  to  put  both  the  skilful  and 
the  ignorant  on  the  same  footing  of  equality,  a  law  was  passed  in  1816  which 
prescribed  entire  uniformity  of  measures,  and  this  law  was  to  take  effect  from  1820, 
All  corn  in  Holland,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is  sold  by  measure,  and  the  general, 
and  indeed  I  may  say  universal,  practice  is  to  test  its  quality  by  weight ;  the  mea^ 
sure  chosen  for  this  test  is  the  Amsterdam  sack,  the  weight  of  which  for  wheat 
yaries  perhaps  from  no  to  135  lbs.  Dutch  weight,  according  to  the  quality  of  the 
wheat.  A  weight  of  130  lbs.  for  the  Amsterdam  sack  corresponds  exactly  with 
61  ^Ibs.  the  Imperial  bushel.  The  practice  in  Holland  governs  the  practice  in 
all  the  ports  of  the  Baltic,  and  generally  throughout  the  North,  and  in  Belgium  and 
in  many  parts  of  the  interior  of  Germany:  they  all  test  the  quality  of  corn  by 
weight,  and  the  measure  which  they  adopt  as  a  standard  for  this  purpose  is  the 
Amsterdam  sack.  As  every  true  comparison  is  between  things  of  the  same  kind 
and  in  the  like  circumstances,  so  in  comparing  and  testing  the  quality  of  corn  by 
its  specific  weight,  regard  is  always  had  to  locality,  and  district  and  country;  and 
therefore  a  comparison  between  Dantzic  and  English  wheat  by  weight  alone 
would  not  be  a  true  comparison,  because  from  the  superior  quality  of  Dantzic 
wheat,  it  is  I  believe  pretty  certain  that  a  bushel  of  this  wheat  which  should 
weigh  56  lbs.  would  produce  as  much  fiour  as  a  bushel  of  English  wheat  weigh* 
ing  60  lbs. ;  and  therefore  Dantzic  must  be  compared  with  Dantzic,  English  with 
English,  and  Irish  with  Irish;  and  this  again  must  be  referred  to  locality  and  dis« 
trict :  and  then  it  will  always  hold  that  sound  Dantzic  wheat  weighing  58  lbs.  to 
the  bushel  is  better  than  sound  Dantzic  wheat  weighing  only  56  lbs. ;  that  sound 
Essex  white  wheat  weighing  62  lbs.  is  better  than  sound  Essex  white  wheat  weighing 
only  60  lbs. ;  that  sound  Kent  red  wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  is  better  than  sound 
Kent  red  wheat  weighing  58  lbs. ;  and  that  sound  Irish  wheat,  of  any  particular 
locality  or  district,  weighing  59  lbs.,  is  better  than  sound  Irish  wheat  of  the  same 
locality  and  district^  weighing  only  57  lbs. 

With  respect  to  weights  and  measures  in  France,  the  matter  stands  in  this  way  : 
On  the  1st  August  1793,  the  National  Convention  passed  a  decree  establishing 
entire  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  whole  of  France.  The 
preamble  of  the  decree  runs  as  follows:  "The  National  Convention,  convinced 
that  a  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  is  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  that  it 
can  offer  to  all  French  citizens ;  having  considered  the  report  of  its  Committee  of 
Public  Instruction,  on  the  operations  which  have  been  made  by  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  8th  May  1 790  ;  decrees  as  follows :"  and 
then  come  the  different  articles. 

Previous  to  this  decree,  there  must,  I  think,  have  been  100  different  com-'  , 
measures  in  France ;  and  my  reason  for  saying  this  is,  that  I  made  out  a  few 
evenings  since  a  list  of  78  which  were  used  in  different  parts  of  France,  all  of 
which  were  diverse  from  each  other,  and  as  this  list  only  extended  to  chief  towns 
and  cities  it  is  not  likely  that  it  should  comprehend  the  whole  number.  In  aU 
parts  of  France  corn  is  bought  and  sold  by  measure,  except  at  Caen  and  one 
or  two  places  in  Normandy,  where  the  system  which  obtained  previous  to  1 793 , 
is  still  in  use.  I  have  occasionally  seen  wheat  quoted  in  Normandy  at  a  certain 
price  per  sack  of  200  kilogrammes,  and  the  kilogramme  being  a  weight,  it 
would  at  first  view  appear  that  corn  is  sold  there  by  weight ;  but  the  sack  being 
a  measure  and  not  a  weight,  the  quotation  probably  means  no  more  than  that  thia 
wheat  is  warranted  to  weigh  200  kilogrammes  the  sack ;  and  then  the  com  is 
sold  by  measure,  and  the  quality  is  tested  by  weight. 

It  is  usual  in  France  to  test  the  quality  of  corn  by  its  weight,  but  not  alto- 
gether so  usual  as  in  Holland  and  the  north  of  Europe  to  insert  the  weights  along 
with  the  prices  in  the  public  journals ;  this,  however,  is  sometimes  done  ;  at  others 
it  is  merely  stated  that  wheat,  or  rye,  or  oats,  as  the  corn  may  be,  rules  from  such 
a  price  to  such  a  price,  according  to  weight  and  quality ;  and  again  at  others  the 
com  is  divided  into  three  qualities,  ist,  2d,  and  3d,  and  whenever  this  division  is 
made,  though  no  weight  is  expressed,  yet  weight  I  believe  is  understood,  because 
this  is  precisely  the  division  which  is  made  by  the  French  Government  in  the 
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>fr  Richard  Page.  Method  which  it  takes  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  quality  of  the  com  of  each 
^— »-»—  harvest ;  and  the  way  of  proceeding  herein  is  perhaps  deserving  of  notice.  la 
17  May  1834.  the  beginning  of  each  year,  and  in  virtue  of  orders  from  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
tad  the  Minister  of  War,  a  sort  of  inquests  are  held  in  various  parts  of  France  to 
determine  the  quality  of  the  com  of  the  preceding  harvest ;  and  the  following 
extract,  which  I  made  some  time  ago  from  a  French  journal,  will,  I  believe,  suffi- 
ciently acquaint  the  Committee  with  all  that  is  needful  in  the  premises  : 

^^  Journal du  Commerce^  11th  January  1824.  Grain:  According  to  a  minute 
drawn  up  at  Soissons,  by  virtue  of  instructions  from  the  Ministers  of  the  Interior 
and  of  War,  the  weight  of  the  corn  of  the  harvest  of  1 833  has  been  found  and 
declared  to  be  as  follows  :  wheat  per  hectolitre,  1st  quality,  79  kilogrammes; 
ditto,  2d  quality,  77  kilogrammes;  ditto,  3d  quality,  75  kilogrammes.*'  The  weight 
of  75  kilogrammes  for  the  French  hectolitre  is  precisely  equivalent  to  60  lbs. 
English  the  Imperial  bushel.  For  the  rest,  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  witk 
any  single  place  on  the  Continent  in  which  com  is  sold  by  weight 

1247.  Under  the  present  state  of  the  French  com  laws,  it  is  necessary  at 
times  to  take  averages  in  different  provinces,  is  it  not? — ^Yes,  they  are  publisked 
every  month  in  the  Moniteur ;  they  are  taken  at  different  places ;  that  is,  the 
laiverage  of  price  compared  with  measure ;  the  price  is  stated  at  so  much  per 
hectolitre. 

1248.  Will  you  give  an  example  of  the  way  in  which  the  French  averages  are 
given  to  the  public? — I  can  produce  an  exact  copy. 

1249.  ^^  ^^^y  g^^^  ^^  quantities  sold,  the  price,  and  the  average  of  the  price! 
— That  is  never  published ;   they  give  only  the  result. 

1 250.  The  French  returns  do  not  give  the  merchant  any  information  of  the 
quantity  sold  at  the  different  markets  ? — No,  only  the  result  as  to  price. 

1251.  How  do  the  French  corn-merchants  arrive  at  such  a  result  as  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  their  speculations  ? — The  French  com-merchants  carry  on  their 
speculations  like  every  other  corn-merchant  carries  on  his  speculations,  by  cor- 
respondence with  merchants  in  different  places. 

1252.  Those  being  private  communications  ? — Yes. 

1253.  In  the  separate  markets  on  the  Continent,  are  the  quantities  registered? 
— In  Holland,  where  the  trade  in  corn  is  perfectly  free,  there  is  never  any  average 
taken ;  there  is,  I  believe,  no  return  made. 

1254.  How  is  it  in  France? — They  collect  the  prices,  and  they  are  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  where  an  average  is  struck.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  other  publication,  except  that  there  are  to  be  seen  in  some  of 
the  markets  a  price  quoted  of  what  they  call  the  mean  price  of  wheat,  which  I 
think  implies  the  average  price  of  wheat,  taken  under  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  that  would  be  no  guide  to  an  individual  in  his  speculations,  though  it 
may  serve  as  a  comparison  from  time  to  time,  and  to  determine  the  rise  or  fall  in 
the  average  price  of  wheat 

1255.  Would  not  a  merchant  be  guided  in  his  operations  by  his  knowledge  of 
the  quantities  brought  into  the  several  markets  and  sold  there  ? — He  would  be 
guided  by  the  supply  and  the  demand. 

1256.  The  corn-merchant  in  Paris  has  some  standard  by  which  he  knows 
what  the  average  weight  of  the  hectolitre  in  each  of  the  markets  is  ? — 'There  is 
no  regular  standard  for  the  weight  of  wheat,  because  it  varies  from  year  to  year. 
The  merchant  may  have  a  general  idea  of  the  average  weight,  but  in  practice  he 
must  go  by  the  weight  of  each  parcel  he  buys ;  if  I  v^ras  going  to  purchase  a 
parcel  of  wheat,  I  should  want  to  know  what  was  the  Weight,  not  of  wheat 
generally,  but  of  that  particular  parcel. 

1257.  The  weight  of  wheat  varies  probably  greatly? — Certainly,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  com. 

1258.  Would  not  the  central  merchant  at  times  require  to  give  large  orders 
to  distant  markets  for  the  supply  of  the  Paris  market? — Probably  he  would. 

1259.  Would  it  not  be  requisite  for  him  to  know  the  average  weight  of  the 
corn  at  the  market  to  which  he  was  going  to  direct  his  orders  ? — Certainly,  bnt 
this  would  not  be  suflScient  without  the  specific  weight  of  the  particular  parcels 
which  he  buys. 

1260.  Has  the  central  or  Paris  merchant  a  standard,  or  is  it  generally  known 
what  are  the  average  rates  of  the  weights  at  different  markets  ?— If  he  was  going 
to  buy  wheat,  the  average  weight  of  wheat  will  differ  in  different  parts  of  France, 
as  it  will  in  England  ;  most  men  have  particular  markets  they  deal  at ;  if  h^ 

was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  99 

was  geiDg  to  buy  wheat  in  the  west  or  the  north  of  France,  he  would  ascertain  Mn  Rkhard  Page. 
immediately  after  harvest  about  the  quality  of  the  corn,  and  the  weight  of  it,  and  ' 

that  would  be  a  general  guide  to  him  in  his  future  operations.  ^7  Maj  ^834- 

1261.  He  would  ascertain  the  weights  of  the  corn  in  the  several  principal 
markets  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  in  order  to  guide  his  future  opera- 
tions ? — Certainly. 

1262.  Do  the  different  districts  vary  much  from  year  to  year,  or  does  a  par^ 
ticular  species  of  good  quality  of  grain  grow  in  one  part  of  France  more  than  in 
another? — 'In  the  first  place,  there  are  localities  for  com  as  well  as  for  wine,  and 
they  will  have  finer  corn  in  some  parts  than  in  others ;  as,  for  instance,  the  wheat 
in  Essex  and  the  wheat  in  Kent  is  of  finer  quality  than  in  many  other  parts  of 
England. 

1263.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  idea  of  the  extremes  in  which  average 

Dualities  of  wheat  will  vary  per  hectolitre  in  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of 
'ranee  ? — I  do  not  think  I  could  ;  a  document  of  this  kind  to  be  depended  upon 
must  come  from  the  offices  of  the  French  Ministers. 

1264.  Does  one  particular  species  of  grain  of  inferior  quality  grow  in  one  part 
of  Frsmce,  and  does  another  of  a  superior  kind  grow  in  another  part? — I  should 
say,  in  the  first  place,  that  in  every  part  of  the  country  there  is  inferior  com  grown 
as  well  as  good  corn ;  but  then  I  should  say  again,  that  the  corn,  taking  it  altoge-* 
ther,  in  one  district  is  preferable  to  that  in  another. 

1265.  You  cannot  actually  say  what  the  amount  of  the  inferior  is  as  compared 
with  the  superior? — No;  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  any  human  being  to 
do  it;  as  independent  of  the  variations  throughout  the  whole  country  in  the  same 
year,  there  will  be  always  very  grea^  variations  from  year  to  year,  according  as 
the  season  may  have  been  wet  or  dry. 

1 266.  You  «ay  foreign  com  on  the  Continent  is  sold  by  measure  ;  is  the  last 

a  measure  ? — Yes ;  the   last  of  com  is  a  measure,  or  rather  the  multiple  of  ^ 

a  measure. 

1 267.  What  reference  has  the  last  to  the  Winchester  measure  ? — The  last  varies 
and  is  different  in  different  places.  Supposing  a  man  has  never  done  business  in 
a  foreign  market,  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  know  what  proportion  there  is  be- 
tween the  English  mei^ure  and  the  foreign  measure,  and  this  is  very  easy  to  learn. 

1268.  What  is  the  practice  in  England? — ^Com  is  sold  by  different  measures  in 
England,  and  com  is  al80  sold  by  weight,  but  practically  all  this  reduces  itself 
to  idbree  principal  standards :  the  first  is  the  Imperial  bushel,  which  is  the  most 
general ;  the  next  is  the  Winchester  bushel,  which  obtains  in  several  places ;  and 
the  third  is  simply  by  weight  Now  it  is  said  that  com  is  sold  by  the  coomb  in 
Suffolk  and  in  Norfdk,  b«t  the  coomb  being  four  Imperial  bushels,  to  buy  a 
coomb  is  in  fact  to  buy  four  bushels  of  com  :  so  again,  when  you  buy  a  quarts 
of  com,  there  is  no  real  actual  measure  called  a  quarter,  but  the  real  quantity 
you  buy  is  eight  bushels ;  therefore  any  man  who  knows  that  a  coomb  of  com  la 
worth  10  s.  or  20  s.^  must  know  that  the  quarter  is  just  double  that  amount :  so  it 
is  again  when  a  man  buys  com  by  the  load ;  in  all  the  west  of  England  a  load  is 
five  quarters,  and  so  it  is  in  Essex  ;  a  man  knows  therefore  that  he  is  buying  five 
quarters  of  wheat,  and  if  he  veants  to  reduce  it  to  a  price  per  quarter,  this  is  soon 
done :  so  again,  if  a  man  goes  to  buy  a  last  of  rapeseed  or  a  last  of  wheat  in 
Norfolk,  which  is  10  quarters,  it  is  very  simple  work  to  divide  the  price  by  10, 
and  so  reduce  it  to  the  quarter ;  and  therefore  the  coomb,  the  quarter,  the  load 
and  the  last,  are  mere  multiples  of  the  bushel,  they  are  terms  of  collection,  and 
have  been  invented  for  the  greater  dispatch  of  business,  and  that  men  may  com- 
prehend under  one  larger  generic  term  several  small  separate  individual  quan- 
tities ;  in  like  manner  as  a  man  says  a  score  to  denote  20  single  units,  and  a 
stone  to  denote  i4Tbs.  Then,  with  respect  to  wheat  being  sold  by  weight,  in 
some  places  they  sell  it  so  much  the  70  lbs.,  and  in  other  places  at  so  much  the 
60  lbs. ;  and  therefore  if  a  man  buys  60 lbs.  of  wheat,  and  wants  to  see  how  much 
this  is  for  70  lbs.,  he  puts  on  a  sixth,  and  if  he  buys  7olbs.,  and  wants  to  know 
bow  much  this  is  for  60  lbs.,  he  takes  off*  a  seventh  ;  there  is  no  conjuring  in  it, 
they  are  all  very  simple  operations.  In  London  com  is  sold  by  the  quarter  of 
eight  bushels  Imperial  measure;  most  of  the  corn-factors  keep  notes  of  the 
specific  weight  of  the  wheat,  oats  and  barley  they  have  on  sale,  and  when  the 
buyer  desires  to  know  the  precise  weight  of  any  particular  parcel  he  intends  to 
purchase,  they  tell  him ;  and  in  case  of  purchase  after  a  representation  of  this 
l^indy  there  is  no  doubt  but  such  representation  forms  a  part  of  the  bargain..    The 

0.36.  o  2  system^ 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


100  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

Mr.  Rickard  Page,  system  of  measuring  com  in  London  is  a  very  excelleot  one,    Thcfre  are  aboiA 
■  100  sworn  meters,  and  there  is  a  meters*  office  where  the  measures  are  kept     No 

17  May  1834.  corn-factor  or  dealer  in  corn  has  the  power  to  appoint  his  own  meter,  hot  be 
must  take  the  meter  that  is  in  rotation  at  the  ofllce.  Corn  is  measured  in  Lon- 
don with  great  accuracy  and  with  great  dispatch :  between  the  measuring  of  one 
meter  and  another,  in  wheat,  there  scarcely  is  a  difference  of  two  bushels  in  100 
quarters,  which  is  about  one  quarter  per  cent;  in  oats  and  barley  the  difference 
between  one  meter  and  another  maybe  something  more  than  in  wheat,  but  it  ne?er 
exceeds  four  bushels  in  the  100  quarters,  which  is  oiie*half  per  cent  There 
being  but  this  trifling  difference  between  the  measuring  of  one  man  and  another, 
it  is  evident  that  measure  must  be  a  very  perfect  standard  when  applied  to  com, 
to  ascertain  and  determine  quantity ;  and  this  may  be  proved  by  another  exa»ple ; 
for  if  a  man  in  Norfolk  sent  a  cargo  of  wheat  to  London,  and  the  wheat  was  to 
arrive  in  the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  put  on  board,  the  delivery  measure 
would  be  so  near  the  shipping  measure  that  the  difference  would  not  be  wortk 
talking  about ;  so  again,  if  a  man  was  to  ship  a  cargo  of  wheat  at  Amsterdam  by 
measure,  and  it  was  to  arrive  here  in  good  condition,  the  measure  would  make 
out  here  the  same  as  it  did  in  Amsterdam  :  and  therefore,  if  in  the  measunog  of 
different  men  both  natives  and  foreigners,  and  whether  we  compare  natives  with 
each  other  or  natives  with  foreigners,  there  is  in  practice  this  coincidence  and 
correspondence,  it  is  quite  certain  that  measure  must  be  a  perfect  standard  whereby 
to  determine  quantity.  * 

1 269.  You  stated  that  there  were  three  standards  used  in  the  country ;  is  the 
^coomb  a  uniform  quantity  ? — Certainly,  four  bushels  Imperial  measure.  It  is  so 
in  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  ;  and  I  do  not  know  any  other  place  where  they  make  use 
x>f  the  term. 

1270.  Do  you  think  the  load  is  also  uniform? — The  load  in  some  places  is  five 
quarters,  and  in  some  places  it  is  five  bushels  ;  but  this  is  of  no  consequence.  A 
man,  when  he  buys  five  quarters,  knows  he  buys  five  quarters ;  and  when  he  boys 
five  bushels,  he  knows  this  also;  and  he  never  confounds  one  quantity  with 
the  other. 

1271.  Is  the  last  always  uniform  ? — Generally  speaking,  the  last  is  ten  quar* 
ters,  but  there  are  places  where  they  have  lasts  of  lOi  quarters;  but  all  this  has 
reference  to  the  quarter,  and  the  quarter  again  has  reference  to  the  bushel. 

1272.  Are  there  no  other  bushels  used  than  the  Imperial  and  Winchester;  are 
there  not  bushels  of  34,  36  and  38  quarts  ? — I  dare  say  there  are,  but  they  are 
all  known  in  the  places  where  they  are  used. 

1273.  Are  not  the  multiples  of  those  sometimes  Imperial  and  sometimes  Win- 
Chester? — I  dare  say  they  are;  but  these  eccentric  Itmshels  are  confined  to  very 
few  places,  and  these  of  no  importance  whatever* 

1274.  Have  you  looked  over  the  com  returns  ?-^Yes,  but  I  see  nothing  there 
to  make  me  change  my  opinion,  and  I  always  think  that  i9-20ths  of  all  the  tran- 
sactions which  occur  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  are  carried  on  by  means 
of  three  standards,  viz.  the  Imperial  bushel,  the  Winchester  bushel,  and  weight 
simply. 

1275.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the  country? — No  more  tfami 
having  had  corn  bought  for  me  in  the  country  sometimes. 

1276.  Do  you  know  whether  the  farmer  always  brings  his  com  to  market  in 
the  bulk,  and  whether  there  are  in  some  places  sample,  and  in  some  pitched 
markets? — Yes,  Guildford  is  a  pitched  market,  and  there  are  some  others  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

1277.  If  a  market  be  a  sample  market,  does  not  the  farmer  collect  a  small  part 
of  his  com  from  the  heap,  and  exhibit  the  sample  on  which  he  bargains? — 
I  should  imagine  be  must. 

1278.  The  remainder  of  the  bulk  is  not  threshed  and  winnowed  then?' — I  do 
not  know  as  to  the  farmer's  practice,  but  perhaps  not  always ;  sometimes  he  will 
not  thresh  his  corn  until  he  has  sold  it 

1279.  You  are  not  practically  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  farmers? — 
I  never  saw  it  in  my  life. 

1 280.  What  is  your  opinion  regarding  weight  or  measure  as  a  general  standard ' 
for  the  sale  of  com  ? — There  can  be  but  one  perfect  system,  and  that  is  measure, 
for  the  determination  of  quantity,  and  that  the  quali^  of  die  com  be  tested  bjr 
weight. 

0  1281.  You 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


SBLEOT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  loi 

taSi.  You  think  the  most  perfect  standard  for  sale  of  corn  would  be  measure  in  Mr.  Richard  Page. 
preferenoe  to  weight  ? — Certainly,  in  the  sense  of  my  answer  to  the  last  question.       — ^^— - 

i28!i.  Would  measure,  without  the  additional  test  of  weight,  be  a  good  stand-      i?  ^y  ^^34* 
ard  V — A  much  better  standard  than  weight  for  the  determining  of  quantity ;  but 
as  a  test  of  quality,  weight  alone,  or  measure  alone,  is  of  no  use  whatever. 

1283.  Would  measure,  without  the  additional  test  of  weight,  be  a  good  stand- 
ard ? — Certainly  not  of  quality,  but  a  very  good  standard  of  quantity.  There  are 
two  things  to  be  ascertained,  quantity  and  quality :  a  fixed  determinate  quantity 
of  corn  may  be  best  ascertained  by  measure,  but  the  real  inherent  quality  of  this 
corn  can  only  be  detern)ined  by  ascertaining  its  specific  gravity ;  and  this  is  done 
by,  weight  and  measure  combined. 

1 284.  Do  not  you  want  some  test  that  will  unite  quantity  and  quality  ? — Yes, 
certainly. 

1285.  What  do  you  want  in  proposing  a  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn  ? — ^The 
•desiraUe  thing  to  attain  is  a  guide  both  of  quantity  and  quality. 

1^86.  What  is  the  best  test  to  ascertain  the  quantity  and  quality  ? — Measure 
tested  by  weight ;  that  is,  the  specific  weight  of  a  certain  measure  of  corn ;  of 
a  bushel,  for  example. 

1287.  Would  measure  alone  be  a  good  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn? — 
No  further  than  to  determine  quantity. 

1288.  Do  you  think  the  quotations  are  of  any  service  either  to  the  factor  or  to 
the  farmer? — I  think,  in  a  general  point  of  view,  they  must  be  of  service;  but  I 
also  think  they  are  not  so  perfect  as  they  might  be,  and  as,  in  point  of  fact,  they 
are  in  Holland  and  in  many  parts  of  the  Continent,  where  the  weight  of  the  com 
is  affixed  to  the  price.  The  object  of  the  quotation,  or  what  they  call  a  market-let- 
ter or  circular,  is  to  give  a  description  of  the  state  of  the  market  for  corn.  If  a 
man  says  wheat  is  from  50^.  to  60^.  a  quarter,  this  is  loose  and  general,  and  is 
merely  the  description  of  two  extremes,  between  which  there  must  be  various 
intermediate  prices  and  qualities,  of  which  no  mention  is  made;  and  therefore  a 
quotation  of  this  kind,  not  being  precise  and  particular,  does  not  convey  so  clear 
a  notion  of  the  state  of  things  as  the  quotations  on  the  Continent,  where  the  weight 
is  quoted  along  with  the  price. 

1289.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  quotations  abroad? — The  way  in  which  they 
quote  abroad,  as  at  Hamburgh,  Amsterdam,  Antwerp,  Dantzic,  and  many  other 
large  corn-markets,  is  to  affix  to  the  different  prices  the  weight  of  the  corn,  and 
this  weight  refers  to  the  Amsterdam  sack  as  a  common  standard  known  to  all ; 
but  if  a  man  at  Dantzic  or  Amsterdam  was  making  a  quotation  to  a  man  in  Lon- 
4on,  he  would  quote  the  weight  of  the  corn  per  Imperial  bushel. 

1290.  The  factor  who  purchases  either  buys  on  speculation  or  to  meet  the 
orders  of  his  customer  ? — ^The  factor  is  an  agent ;  but  there  are  factors  who  also 
do  business  on  their  own  account,  and  they  would  at  times  buy  on  speculation 
and  with  a  view  to  future  profit,  or  they  would  buy  to  supply  the  regular  demand 
of  their  customers. 

1291.  In  case  of  customers*  orders,  is  not  the  quality  of  the  com  an  important 
consideration  ? — It  is  always  an  important  consideration.  • 

1292.  In  case  of  speculation,  provided  it  be  of  a  marketable  kind,  does  it  sig* 
Bify? — I  think  in  cases  of  speculation  there  are  two  things  which  a  man  consi- 
ders :  if  the  speculation  is  with  a  view  to  a  distant  period,  he  will  of  course  specu- 
late on  none  but  good  corn,  because  he  keeps  it  at  less  expense  both  absolutely 
:and  comparatively,  and  there  is  less  difficulty  in  preserving  the  quality ;  but  if  a 

man  speculated  in  corn  thinking  that  corn  would  rise  within  a  short  period,  he 
would  make  his  purchases  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  and  would  take  all 
corn  that  was  sound  and  marketable  without  being  over  particular  as  to  quality. 

1293.  How  is  the  judgment  of  the  factor  guided ;  by  an  inspection  of  the  corn 
or  by  description  ? — If  he  is  buying  in  a  distant  market  he  buys  either  by  descrip- 
tion alone  or  upon  a  small  sample,  which  is  sent  to  him  ;  if  he  is  buying  in  his 
own  market  he  of  course  has  the  sample  before  him  to  direct  his  judgment. 

1294.  Of  com  of  average  kinds  his  practice  enables  him  to  determine  the 
-weight,  but  if  there  be  an  extraordinary  variation  is  he  not  sometimes  at  fault  ?— - 
Mea  that  have  much  experience  in  corn  will  generally  be  able  to  determine  by 
feeiing  and  handliag  it,  within  I  should  say  half  a  pound  or  a  pound  a  bushel, 
what  corn  will  weigh,  that  is  in  the  usual  run  of  com  ;  but  if  the  corn  was  very 
light  or  very  heavy,  I  think  the  judgment  even  of  a  skilful  experienced  man  would 
.    P-36.  03  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

Mr.  Richard  Page,  be  rather  at  a  fault,  and  tiiat  he  would  not  be  able  without  urtoal  weigbiogto 

d^ermiue  the  weight  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  accuracy, 

17  May  1834.  1295.  Does  not  he  generally  gain  his  information  privately,  and  not  from  the 

quotations  ? — ^The  factors  and  dealers  in  com  are  of  course  in  the  habit  of  cooh 
municating  with  each  other ;  and  independent  of  the  general  knowledge  wbioV 
every  one  naturally  has  of  what  is  doing  in  open  market,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
iht  factors  are  in  the  babit  of  commutiicating  to  each  other  what  they  iiave  beet 
doing,  and  this  is  a  much  better  guide  to  a  man  than  a  quotation  would  be,  becam 
Ae  mere  quotation  of  wheat,  for  instance,  stating  that  one  price  of  wheat  is4o«. 
and  another  60^.,  is  but  a  very  imperfect  quotation^  afnd  throws  snail  light  on  the 
real  state  of  the  market ;  and  we  only  know  thereby  that  there  is  some  wheat  wor& 
60^  and  other  wheat  worth  40  ^.,  but  as  to  all  the  intermediate  prices,  wbiok  are 
numerous,  nothing  is  known  from  a  quotation  of  this  kind. 

1296.  You  do  not  think  the  quotations  are  of  much  service  to  anybody,  in  their 
present  state  ? — To  exhibit  things  comparatively  and  to  show  the  vuriatioas  Aon 
one  market  day  to  another,  they  are  perhaps  as  good  in  their  present  form  as  in 
any  other  ;  but  a  good  quotation  or  description  ought  not  merely  to  be  coiupasii- 
tive,  but  it  ought  also  to  show  the  real  absolute  state  of  things  on  each  niarket 
day,  and  this  I  think  is  not  done  completely  without  affixing  the  weight  of  the 
corn  to  the  price ;  were  this  done  the  quotations  would  be  more  real  tad  less 
speculative,  and  altogether  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit.  AH  this, 
however,  is  matter  of  discretion,  and  is  in  my  humble  judgment  no  fit  subject  of 
legislation  ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  Parliament  is  to  interfere  to  prescribe  to  mea 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  to  quote  the  prices  of  commodities  tio  tbear  oorf^ 
spondents. 

1297*  In  the  case  of  foreign  trade,  and  all  trade  at  a  distance,  does  notde 
fector  receive  communications  in  the  shape  of  circulars  froin  foreign  cort«8poD<- 
dents  ?— Certainly. 

1298.  Do  not  they  state  the  name  of  the  com  and  its  weight  per  measure?— 
I  think  generally  they  would  either  state  the  weight  by  the  Amsterdam  sack, 
which  is  easily  reduced  to  the  Imperial  bushel,  or  by  the  Imperial  bushel  itsd^ 

1 299.  The  condition  of  the  corn  is  always  presumed  to  be  good  unless  other- 
wbe  expressed  ? — ^Certainly ;  if  you  see  a  quotation  of  wheat  ait  50^.  or  60^  a 
quarter,  you  are  to  understand  that  it  is  in  good  condition :  no  man  makes  a  quo- 
tation of  damaged  goods  unless  he  so  specifies  it. 

1300.  Sometimes  the  com  is  consigned,  and  sometimes  it  is  sold  by  tiie  hckm 
on  ord^s  from  the  merchants  here  ? — Certsdnly. 

1301.  If  the  com  is  put  on  board  in  a  sound  state,  is  not  the  captain  bound  li 
deliver  it  in  the  same  state  ? — If  the  corn  has  been  heated^  (for  all  com  when  it 
is  kept  long  in  a  ship  will  heat  more  or  less),  of  course  the  captain  cannot  be  liable, 
the  damage  in  this  case  being  from  a  natural  cause  ;  but  if  be  bas  damaged  it 
wilfully  or  stowed  it  improperly,  or  done  any  act  by  which  injury  is  done  to 
the  corn,  he  is  liable,  but  if  the  damage  spring  from  natural  causes  he  cannot  be 
liable  for  it. 

1302.  'Will  underwriters  insure  com  ? — They  insure  com,  but  they  will  not  W 
for  the  damage  on  corn  unless  the  ship  is  stranded  ;  if  the  ship  is  stranded  taeo 
they  pay  the  damage  on  the  corn.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  there  being  a  vice  in 
corn  which  renders  it  liable  to  get  out  of  condition  on  the  voyage,  if  underwriter 
were  to  make  themselves  liable  for  damage  on  com,  tbere  would  be  frequent 
claims  for  damage  which  would  perhaps  have  no  real  foundation  in  justice,  as  not 
being  brought  about  by  the  perils  of  the  sea,  but  by  a  natural  inherent  vice  in  tiie 
commodity  itself,  which  subjects  it  to  get  out  of  condition ;  but  if  the  ship  is 
stranded  so  as  to  let  the  water  into  the  ship,  the  presumption  is  that  the  com  has 
got  damaged  by  salt-water,  and  then  the  underwriters  pay  for  the  damage. 

1303.  Is  not  the  deterioration  from  dampness  a  risk  of  the  purchaser,  and  does 
he  not  compute  it  in  his  calculations? — If,  when  com  is  ordered,  this  com 
is  shipped  in  good  condition,  the  seller  has  done  with  it  from  that  moment  for 
ever ;  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  prove  that  it  was  in  good  condition  when  he  shipped 
it ;  if  it  gets  out  of  condition  afterwards,  that  is  not  at  his  risk,  unless  it  be  a  part 
of  the  contract  that  the  com  shall  be  delivered  free  of  damage  and  in  good  con- 
dition at  the  port  of  destination. 

1304.  When  the  corn  is  received  here,  is  it  not  measured  fcr  the  duty  ?-*• 
Certainly. 

^3^5'  On  being  lodged  in  the  warehouse  a  considerable  difference  will  trise 

between 
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between  the  quantity  bonded  and  that  taken  out,  if  a  long  interval  elapses  ?<-^  My.  Rickard- Pagt. 

That  depends  on  circumstances.     1  know  a  London   factor  that  kept  wheat      

in  granary  during  five  years,  and  which  did  not  lose  more  than  2  or  2 1  per  ce^t.      >7  ^^y  1834* 
in  measure,  and  it  came  out  of  the  granary  in  as  perfect  a  condition  as  when  it 
went  in* 

1306.  Is  com  frequently  mixed  on  board  ship  ? — The  bulk  is  generally  uniform 
if  the  same  cargo  comes  to  the  same  man ;  but  when  difierent  parcels  come  to  dif^ 
ferent  consignees,  if  the  corn  is  in  bulk  and  not  in  bags,  they  separate  the  parcels 
by  means  of  bulk-heads  in  the  vessel,  and  there  being  different  parcels,  there  wiU 
of  course  be  a  difference  in  the  samples. 

1307.  Is  it  not  the  interest  of  the  merchant  to  keep  the  different  kinds  separate? 
— This  is  generally  done  :  sometimes,  however,  it  may  be  desirable  to  make  one 
uniform  bulk. 

1308.  Is  mixed  com  considered  as  good  as  unmixed  ?-^That  would  entirely 
depend  upon  the  sorts  of  corn  that  are  mixed  together :  the  finest  com  in  Europe 
is  the  Dantzic  wheat,  and  that  is  almost  always  mixed.  They  grow  in  Poland 
two  sorts  of  corn,  white  and  red,  and  they  generally  mix  them  together  in 
different  proportions  of  white  and  red*  It  would  not  do  to  mix  inferior  Russian 
vi^ith  fine  English  cora;  but  to  mix  corn  of  the  same  country  and  the  same  dis- 
trict is  not,  perhaps,  of  much  consequence,  when  it  is  all  equally  soxmd. 

1 309.  It  may  suit  the  purposes  of  persons  who  have  to  manufacture  the  flour  to 
kave  it  mixed,  but  may  it  not  be  mixed  by  them  as  it  may  be  required  ? — Cer- 
tainly; the  miller  buys  different  sorts  of  wheat,  and  he  mixes  them  to  make  the 
different  qualities  of  flour. 

1310.  After  the  corn  arrives  here,  whether  from  abroad  or  from  Ireland,  does 
it  not  follow  the  practices  in  use  here  ?— Certainly. 

1311.  In  some  parts  of  the  Continent,  is  not  the  use  of  the  English  bushel  and 
the  quotations  from  the  English  bushel,  becoming  more  general  ?— 4n  the  way  I 
kave  stated ;  when  they  quote  the  price  of  wheat,  they  generally  quote  the  weight 
per  bushel. 

1312.  Is  not  the  English  bushel  used  a  good  deal  abroad  ? — Not  as  a  measure, 
for  they  of  course  use  their  own  measures,  but  as  a  mode  to  describe,  by  a  term 
which  is  known  and  familiar,  the  quality  of  the  com  to  their  English  correspond- 
lents  ;  and  to  do  this  it  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  have  the  bushel  in  their 
possession  :  for,  first,  they  know  from  practice  and  experience  the  contents  of  the 
bushel,  as  compared  with  their  own  measures  respectively;  next,  they  know 
scientifically  the  contents  in  cubic  inches  of  the  bushel,  as  compared  with  the  con* 
tents  in  cubic  inches  of  their  common  standard,  the  Amsterdam  sack  ;  and  then, 
having  ascertained  the  weight  of  the  com  by  the  Amsterdam  sack,  they  reduce 
the  weight  immediately  to  the  English  bushel ;  and  all  this  is  done  without  diffi^ 
£uhy,  and  without  the  slightest  possibility  of  mistake. 

1313.  Throughout  the  Continent,  is  there  any  place  where  weight  is  used 
alone  ? — No  place  whatever,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

1314.  Does  not  Ireland,  in  that  respect,  stand  alone  ;  is  not  that  the  only  place 
where  it  is  legalised  ? — Certainly  ;  and  the  consequence  has  been,  that  Liverpool 
and  some  other  parts  of  England  that  have  large  dealings  with  Ireland,  have  been 
obliged  to  adopt  the  same  method ;  and  this  again  leads  to  the  same  thing  in 
other  parts  of  the  north  that  have  dealings  with  Liverpool ;  so  that  the  practice 
in  some  parts  of  England  of  selling  by  weight  alone  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  practice  in  Ireland.  We  find  again,  that  in  every  port  of  Scotland  that  has 
dealings  with  Ireland,  while  they  sell  Irish  wheat  by  weight,  they  sell  their  own 
com  by  measure :  and  it  is  the  same  thing  at  Bristol;  and  even  at  Liverpool, 
where  weight  is  so  general,  Norfolk  barley  and  beans  and  peas  are  sold  by  mea- 
sure, and  foreign  wheat,  I  have  heard,  is  also  sometimes  sold  by  measure,  and  it 
is  certain  that  it  always  is  measured  for  the  duty.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
all  this  diversity  of  operation,  and  the  partial  and  occasional  practice  of  selling 
com  by  weight,  has  not  been  adopted  from  choice,  but  has  been  produced  by  the 
•practice  of  selling  com  by  weight  in  Ireland,  and  which  has  rendered  it  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  all  places  that  have  large  dealings  with  that  country,  to  do 
the  same  thing,  at  least  as  far  as  regards  Irish  com. 

1315.  If  you  wanted  to  form  a  proper  standard  for  selling  corn,  you  would  not 

!go  to  Ireland  for  an  example  ? — Most  assuredly  not ;  but  apart  from  this,  the 

present  system  is  highly  injurious  to  Ireland,  and  this  upon  two  accounts :  first, 

dt  is  bad  per  se,  and  to  apply  weight  to  corn  to  state  and  determine  quantity,  is  to 

•     6.36^  04  use 
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Mr.  Richard  Fagt.  use  a  clumsy,  complex,  tedious  and  expensive  method  ;  it  is  to  waste  time  and 

labour  and  money,  and  this  not  to  obtain  a  more  but  a  less  accurate  result  than 

17  May  1834.     by  measure ;  it  being,  I  believe,  in  practice  most  certain,  that  independent  of  the 
greater  expedition  and  dispatch,  large  quantities  of  corn  may  be  measured  with 

f;reater  accuracy  than  they  can  be  weighed  ;  and  therefore  the  first  injury  to  Ire* 
and  arises  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  from  the  adoption  of  a  barbarous  and 
expensive  standard.  The  next  injury  proceeds  from  this  circumstance,  that 
though^  as  at  Liverpool  and  other  places  where  Irish  corn  is  sold  by  weight,  a 
man  who  sends  an  order  to  Ireland  upon  a  quotation  from  thence  for  a  cargo  of 
corn,  has  a  ready  way  of  calculating  and  determining  beforehand  the  cost  of  his 
corn  delivered  at  Liverpool,  yet  this  is  not  the  case  with  persons  in  London  and  in 
other  parts  of  England  where  corn  is  sold  only  by  measure  ;  for  these  men,  buy- 
ing in  Ireland  by  weight,  and  having  to  sell  in  England  by  measure,  have  no 
possible  means  of  determining  beforehand  what  the  measure  of  the  corn  will  be; 
and  this  must  often  deter  persons  from  sending  orders  for  corn  to  Ireland.  As 
to  the  tables  which  are  constructed  to  reduce  com  bought  by  weight  at  a  certam 
price  in  Ireland  to  a  corresponding  price  in  English  measure,  they  are  of  no  use 
till  after  the  fact,  that  is,  till  after  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  and  when  the  weight  of 
4he  corn  per  bushel  and  the  measure  have  been  determined. 

1316.  The  objection  that  you  have  stated  appears  to  depend  more  upon  there 
being  a  double  standard,  one  of  measure  and  another  of  weight,  than  on  the 
preference  you  would  give  to  one  or  the  other  ? — My  objection  is  this  ;  you  have 
no  test  to  go  by  to  determine  beforehand  what  that  corn  is  to  cost,  till  it  comes 
here  and  is  measured ;  for  the  rest,  I  have  stated  fully  why  I  prefer  measure  to 
weight. 

1317.  You  say  it  is  a  very  bad  system  that  a  corn-factor  here  may  send  to 
Ireland,  and  by  its  being  sold  by  weight  in  one  place  and  by  measure  in  another, 
he  does  not  know  the  quantity  be  will  be  purchasing ;  is  not  that  objection  rather 
an  objection  to  there  being  two  systems  in  the  same  country,  one  by  weight  and 
another  by  measure,  than  to  any  preference  of  weight  above  measure,  or  measure 
above  weight? — Certainly  the  preference  to  be  given  to  weight  or  measure 
depends  on  other  circumstances,  many  of  which  I  have  stated. 

1318.  If  weight  were  legalised  here,  would  it  be  known  abroad;  and  if  it 
could  be  made  the  custom  here,  would  it  not  create  great  confusion  in  our  foreign 
transactions  ? — Unquestionably  very  great. 

1319.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  establish  it? — No;  if  weight 
were  substituted  for  measure  as  a  mode  to  determine  the  quantity  of  com,  not 
only  would  it  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  delay,  and  additional 
expense,  but  there  would  be  periods  when  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to 
get  through  the  business  of  the  port  of  London. 

1320.  You  consider  measure,  on  account  of  the  practice  which  exists  abroad^ 
to  be  necessary  in  Ireland  ? — I  consider  it  to  be  most  desirable  for  Ireland  because 
it  is  intrinsically  the  best,  and  we  find  it  adopted  by  all  the  world;  and  it  is 
precisely  because  it  is  the  best  that  it  has  obtained  universally  from  time  im- 
memorial. 

1321.  Do  you  consider  a  system  of  measuring  to  be  easy? — The  simplest 
thing  in  the  world ;  the  least  expensive,  and  the  least  troublesome ;  a  child  may 
do  it  and  do  it  correctly. 

1322.  Does  it  determine  quantity? — Certainly. 

^323.  Does  it  determine  quality? — No,  not  measure  alone. 

1324.  Is  there  not  an  important  distinction  between  quality  and  condition?-^ 
The  quality  of  a  thing  I  take  to  be  the  result  collectively  of  all  that  thing's  natural 
inherent  powers  and  properties,  but  condition  is  a  thing  of  accident,  and  arises 
from  extrinsic  causes :  the  defect  of  original  quality  can  never  be  supplied,  but 
com  that  is  merely  out  of  condition  may  be  brought  about,  and  either  partially  or 
intirely  restored  to  its  original  state  and  soundness,  according  to  the  degree  of 
injury  it  may  have  sustained. 

1325.  How  is  the  condition  of  the  corn  to  be  determined;  by  weight  or 
measure,  or  both  ? — ^The  condition  of  corn  is  determined  by  inspection  simplyt 
but  still  there  would  be  this  criterion  always  to  go  by ;  if  two  parcels  of  com 
were  equally  out  of  condition,  and  one  weighed  originally  more  than  the  other, 
the  corn  which  had  the  greatest  weight  originally  would  still  weigh  more  than  the 
other  after  they  were  both  out  of  condition. 

1326.  Whatever  system  were   adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  specify  the 

conditions 
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condition? — All  corn,  unless  there  is  a  specification  to  the  contrary,  or  unless  Mr. Kiehdrd Page. 

Ae  nifan  buys  it  with  his  eyes  open,  is  supposed  to  be  sold  in  good  condition.  

1327.  In  speaking  of  quality  generally,  is  corn  always  supposed  to  be  in  a  17^371834. 
sound  state,  at  all  events,  in  the  general  state  of  the  crop  in  the  particular  harvest 

where  the  corn  is  grown  ?— Certainly,  if  no  mention  be  made  to  the  contrary. 

1328.  You  think  that  weight  and  measure  determine  quality;  that  is,  the 
weight  of  wheat  in  respect  of  the  ordinary  quality,  the  particular  species  and 
name  of  the  com  being  given? — Measure  combined  with  weight  certainly  de- • 
termines  the  quality  of  wheat,  that  is  to  say,  always  supposing  the  comparison  to 
be  made  between  wheat  of  the  same  district,  and  locality,  and  country  ;  the  mere 
weight  would  not  determine  the  quality  if  the  comparison  was  made  between 
wheat  of  Ireland  and  wheat  of  Essex,  or  between  Dantzic  and  Essex  wheat; 
every  comparison,  to  be  good  and  true,  must  be  made  between  things  of  the  same 
kiifd  and  under  the  same  circumstances. 

1329.  Must  not  the  condition  be  always  expressed  or  implied,  as  well  as  the 
name,  to  know  what  kitid  of  corn  you  are  talking  about? — A  good  condition, 
which  is  soundness,  is  always  implied  unless  the  contrary  is  stated,  or  unless  the 
buyer  on  inspection  sees  a  little  damage,  and  does  not  care  about  it. 

1330.  These  particulars  being  stated,  will  ifot  weight  and  measure  determine 
quality,  and  is  not  that  all  which  can  be  determined  by  any  system? — Measure 
and  weight  will,  but  weight  and  measure  will  not :  there  are  many  things  the 
power  and  efficacy  of  which  depend  entirely  on  the  order  in  which  they  are 
placed,  and  so  it  is  here :  if  you  take  measure  as  a  standard  to  determine  quantity, 
and  then  take  weight  as  a  test  of  quality,  the  operation  will  be  easy,  and  what 
you  do  will  have  full  and  complete  effect;  but  if  you  take  weight  as  a  standard  to 
determine  quantity,  and  then  propose  to  take  measure  as  a  test  of  quality,  the 

plan  is  impracticable,  because  you  will  have  no  integer ;   for  when  once  it^  is  • 

decreed  that  weight  alone  shall  be  used  to  determine  quantity,  measure  is  abro- 
gated, and  then  how  can  measure  be  brought  to  serve  as  a  test  of  quality  when 
there  is  no  measure?  In  Ireland,  for  instance,  where  corn  is  sold  by  weight 
alone,  and  where  no  measure  is  used,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  combination  of 
weight  and  measure  as  a  general  standard  to  test  the  quality  of  corn  ;  and  if  we  in 
this  country  come  to  use  weight  alone  as  a  standard  to  determine  quantity,  we  shall 
be  in  the  same  position  as  Ireland,  and  have  no  precise  criterion  of  quality. 

1331.  You  consider,  then,  weight  and  measure  as  complete  a  test  as,  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit ;  you  do  not  consider  it  a  partial  remedy  ? — Certainly  it  is 
as  complete  as  the  nature  of  things  will  allow  of 

1332.  Would  it  be  desirable  that  all  transactions  here  should  be  in  weight  and 
measure? — In  all  large  transactions  it  takes  place  at  present;  that  is  to  say,  if  a 
inan  orders  a  cargo  of  corn  from  Norfolk  or  from  Lincolnshire  or  froni  Sussex,  h'e 
will,  independent  of  stipulating  for  sound  corn,  condition  also  that  it  shall  weigh 
so  many  pounds  a  bushel ;  it  is  as  usual  in  all  transactions  of  consequence  as  any 
thing  in  the  world  can  be. 

1333.  Is  it  not  desirable  that  the  farmer  should  know  the  value  of  his  com,  as 
a  check  upon  the  factor  when  he  employs  one,  or  to  guide  his  own  judgment  in 
the  sale  of  his  corn? — It  is  desirable  for  the  farmer  u|)on  every  account  to  know 
as  nearly  as  he  can  the  value  of  his  corn. 

1334.  Would  not  the  measure  and  weight  of  wheat  combined  accomplish  that? 
— If  a  farmer  living  in  Essex  was  to  see  two  quotations  of  Essex  white  or  red 
wheat,  one  weighing  so  many  pounds  a  bushel  at  such  a  price,  and  the  other 
\?eighing  so  many  pounds  a  bushel  at  another  price,  that  would  give  him  a  much 
better  idea  of  the  value  of  his  own  corn  than  merely  seeing  a  quotation  of  Essex 
wheat  without  a  specification  of  the  weight,  because  when  he  nas  a  specification 
both  of  the  price  and  the  weight,  he  may  go  by  this  and  test  his  own  wheat ;  it  is, 
therefore,  giving  him  another  element  of  calculation,  one  means  more  of  deter- 
mining the  value  of  his  com. 

^335'  Is  it  not  a  public  benefit  to  place  all  dealers  on  a  level  as  to  skill,  and  to- 
make  skill  common  ? — There  is  no  doubt  but  it  is  a  great  public  benefit  to  improve 
and  increase  the  skill  of  a  country,  and  to  make  that  skill  common  ;  but  to  sub- 
stitute weight  for  measure  will,  quoad  the  present  matter,  not  increase  skill  but 
diminish  it,  and  bring  all  men  to  one  common  level,  not  of  skill,  but  of  ignorance.. 

1336.  Does  it  not  require  great  skill,  where  wheat  is  sold  by  measure,  to  be  able 
to  tell  the  probable  weight  of  it? — No  doubt  both  skill  and  practice  are  required^ 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  it  is  desirable  that  corn  should  be  quoted  by  weight  as 

0.36.  p  well 
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Mr^Riekard  Page,  well  as  measure,  and  so  that  all  parties,  both  the  skilful  and  the  uupractised,  may 

'  be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

17  May  1834.  1337.  If  corn  were  sold  by  weight  alone,  without  reference  to  measure,  wonld 

•       it  not  require  a  much  less  amount  of  skill  to  distinguish  good  .corn  from  bad  com, 

than  it  would  by  the  system  suggested,  of  ascertaining  by  weight  where  it  is  wAA 

by  measure? — If  you  have  weight  alone  without  measure,  there  is  no  perfect  test 

to  determine  the  quality  of  com. 

1338.  On  the  Continent,  where  weight  and  measure  are  quoted,  do  not  die 
fanners  habitually  refer  to  both  ? — I  think,  from  what  I  have  seen  when  I  have 
been  in  Holland,  they  do ;  I  think  it  is  as  familiar  to  them  to  talk  of  the  weight  u 
of  anything  else. 

^  339-  ^  ^^^  farmers  all  over  the  world  do  the  same  thing  ? — ^To  a  great  degree 
they  do,  only  there  is  this  difference,  that  to  the  quotations  of  prices  abroad,  th^ 
add  the  weight ;  here  they  do  not.  * 

1340.  Do  not  they  consider  it  all  over  the  world  ?— I  think  they  do,  certainly; 
but  there  is  a  material  di^rence  between  considering  weight  in  a  general  sense, 
and  seeing  in  a  quotation  special  weights  affixed  to  special  prices  :  in  one  case  a 
man  merely  knows  that  the  heavier  the  com,  the  greater  is  its  value ;  in  the  odier, 
he  is  exactly  and  particularly  informed  of  the  precise  difference  in  value  between 
one  weight  and  another. 

1541.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  the  practice  should  be  made  univenal 
here  ? — Very  desirable,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  brought  about  by  compulsion ;  it  is 
done  already  in  all  large  transactions,  and  there  is  no  necessity  to  enforce  that  by 
law  which  men  do  naturally  and  of  their  own  accord. 

1342.  You  think  that  by  the  combined  system  the  farn>er  would  better  ascer- 
tain the  value  of  his  corn,  and  would  better  check  his  factor  ? — The  combined 

•  syitem  is  the  only  possible  system  by  which  the  quality,  and  consequently  the 

value  of  com  may  be  correctly  ascertained. 

1343.  You  consider  good  quotations  as  desirable  for.  the  information  of  the 
farmer  and  those  persons  whose  dealings  are  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  give  them 
tfie  same  experience  as  the  factors  acquire? — Quotations  are  descriptions,  and 
the  more  perfect  the  description  the  better  it  is ;  the  most  perfect  description  is 
where  the  weight  is  affixed  to  the  price. 

1344.  If  through  the  accuracy  of  the  system  of  collecting  the  averages,  the 
practice  could  be  made  general,  do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  farmers?— 
What  I  think  might  be  done  is  this,  that  wherever  a  bargain  is  made  stipulating 
that  the  corn  shall  weigh  a  certain  weight  per  bushel,  there  could  be  no  barm  in 
having  this  retum  made  in  that  form  to  the  collector  of  the  com  returns ;  because 
the  weight  forming  a  part  of  the  bargain,  it  ought  also  to  form  a  part  of  the 
return.  1  think  it  would  be  advantageous  if  that  was  done ;  it  is  as  much  a  part 
of  the  bargain  as  the  price. 

1345.  Would  not  the  factors  be  benefited  by  the  greater  facilities  to  business? 
— The  factors  in  all  large  towns  adopt  this  method  already ;  they  all  know  Ae 
weight  of  their  com,  and  therefore  have  no  knowledge  to  acquire  in  this  respect 

1346.  Does  not  the  public  derive  its  share  of  advantage  in  the  competition  from 
such  facilities? — Certainly. 

1 347.  Do  you  not  consider  it  of  great  importance  that  the  system  of  wei^ 
and  measures  should  be  uniform  ? — I  think  it  is  clearly  a  very  desirable  thing 
that  you  should  have  one  standard,  but  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

1348.  Is  not  that  desirableness  increased  as  the  communication  between  distant 
parts  of  the  country  becomes  more  frequent  ? — Of  course. 

1349.  You  do  not  think  that  com  should  be  sold  in  one  part  of  the  country  by 
weight,  and  in  another  by  measure  ? — ^That  is  the  worst  part  of  it ;  it  is  worse 
than  selling  by  two  different  measures,  for  they  are  easily  reduced  into  not 
another,  but  you  cannot  reduce  weight  into  measure ;  if  you  buy  in  one  place  by 
weight  to  sell  in  another  by  measure,  you  cannot  tell  beforehand  how  mudi  the 
•corn  will  render  in  measure. 

1350.  Do  you  think  it  possible  to  establish  a  system  of  weight  alone? — Totally 
impracticable :  to  use  weight  instead  of  measure  as  a  standard  to  determine  quan- 
tity in  the  article  of  com,  would  not  only  cause  great  additional  expense,  bot  the 
delay  and  loss  of  time  would  be  so  great  that  there  would  be  periods  in  which 
it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  get  through  the  business  of  the  port  of 
I^ndon  with  any  even  the  smallest  and  lowest  degree  of  accuracy  j  and  then  maik 
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this  further  consequence,  that  all  delay  and  loss  of  time  which  results  from  weigh-   Mr.  Mkimd  Pag^ 
ing  instead  of  measuring  counts  double,  because  not  only  is  the  ship  detained  ■ 

-which  brings  the  com,  but  the  lighter  in  which  it  is  to  be  discharged  is  also      ^^  ^*y  *^^ 
detained ;  and  so  that  if  the  delay  occasioned  by  weighing  should  be  40  or  50  per 
cent.,  this  in  reality  would  be  80  or  100  per  cent. 

1351.  Would  it  not  require  a  scale  for  taking  the  averages? — A  system  of 
weight  alone  would  require  either  that  the  present  method  of  taking  the  averages 
by  measure,  and  of  charging  the  duty  on  foreign  corn  according  to  the  averages 
80  taken,  should  be  done  away  with  altogether,  or  else  a  nominal  bushel  must  be 
introduced,  and  so  much  in  weight  of  the  different  kinds  of  corn  must  be  declared 
to  be  equal  to  a  bushel ;  and  this  would  indeed  be  a  nominal  bushel,  because 
you  never  can  determine  the  average  weights  of  the  com  of  a  country  for  any  one 
year,  and  if  even  you  could  do  this,  the  average  of  the  next  year  would  be 
different,  and  in  like  manner  of  every  other  year.  By  the  adoption  of  weight 
alone,  an  entire  change  would  therefore  be  necessary ;  but  the  combined  system 
cf  measure  and  weight  would  change  nothing  in  the  present  mode  of  taking  the 
averages,  or  of  ascertaining  the  duties  on  foreign  corn,  because  all  the  returns 
would  be  made  by  measure  as  at  present,  and  there  would  merely  be  superadded 
the  weight  of  the  corn  in  cases  where  bargains  had  been  made  in  that  way  ;  and 
if  then  one  uniform  standard  of  measure  were  prescribed,  the  method  of  taking 
the  averages  would  altc^ether  be  as  perfect  as  possible. 

1352.  Must  not  the  average  weight  of  foreign  corn  that  comes  into  the  English 
market  be  taken  into  consideration?— Yes;  and  that  could  neither  be  determined 
accurately  for  any  one  year,  nor  for  any  given  number  of  years. 

1353.  Has  not  the  use  of  weight  alone,  with  a  fixed  standard  weight,  in  your 
opinion  caused  the  diversities  which  exist  in  the  midland  counties  ? — There  is  no 
doubt  o£  it. 

1354.  Is  not  the  state  of  matters  this,  that  where  the  weight  is  fixed,  if  the  real 
weight  of  com  be  not  equal  to  the  customary  prescribed  weight,  more  is  thrown 
in ;  if  it  exceeds  it,  the  factor  says  nothing  about  it  and  pockets  the  difference  ? — 
Either  the  factor  does  business  for  another  man  as  an  agent,  or  he  does  business 
with  him  on  his  own  account ;  if  he  acts  for  him  as  an  agent,  and  he  does  not 
render  him  the  price  he  gets  for  the  corn,  he  is  a  rascal ;  if  he  deals  with  him 
upon  his  own  account,  be  makes  the  best  bargain  he  can. 

1355.  You  have  stated,  that  the  use  of  weight  has  been  the  cause  of  the  present 
inconvenient  system  in  die  sale  of  corn  in  the  midland  counties  of  England ; 
what  are  the  inconveniences  or  the  errors  of  that  system,  as  existing  in  the  midland 
counties  ? — These  people  first  discovered,  that  if  they  used  measure  alone,  they 
had  no  perfect  test  of  quality ;  then  they  flew,  as  a  remedy,  to  weight,  and  this 
led  them  as  far  astray  as  the  other ;  and  then,  as  a  way  to  mend  the  matter,  they 
adopted  the  method  of  sometimes  throwing  in  a  little  corn,  and  sometimes  taking 
out  a  little;  thatis,  when  the  quality  was  defective,  they  added  to  the  quantity; 
and  when,  so  to  speak,  there  was  an  excess  of  quality,  they  diminished  the 
quantity.;  all  which  is  a  coarse  and  clumsy  mode  of  proceeding,  because,  though 
defect  of  quality  may  sometimes  be  compensated  by  increase  of  quantity,  (which 
is  virtually  a  reduction  of  price),  yet  when  a  particular  quality  of  corn  is 
required  for  a  particular  purpose,  the  defect  of  quality  can  never  be  made  good  : 
and  indeed,  as  a  general  proposition,  it  will  always  hold,  that  defect  of  kind  or 
quality  is  not  to  be  supplied  by  number,  weight  or  measure  ;  twelve  rabbits  will 
never  make  a  horse,  nor  will  a  bushel  of  rotten  apples  make  a  peck  of  sound  ones. 
This  is  how  the  matter  appears  to  me ;  but  whether  the  reason  I  have  assigned 
of  the  operations  of  the  people  of  the  midland  counties  be  or  be  not  the  tme  one, 
this  at  least  is  always  certain,  that  with  the  combined  system  of  measure  %nd 
weight,  it  is  impossible,  with  common  care  and  skill,  to  commit  the  least  error^ 
either  in  quantity  or  quality.  And  now  compare  weight  alone  with  measure 
alone,  as  a  means  of  determining  quantity.  Consider,  in  weighing,  all  the  gear 
that  is  required  in  beam  and  scales  and  weights,  and  a  triangle ;  whereas,  in 
measuring,  all  that  is  required  is  one  simple  instrument,  the  bushel.  Consider 
again,  that  weighty  and  scales  require  constant  attention  to  keep  in  order,  and  are 
seldom  true  in  all  points;  whereas  an  iron-rimmed  bushel' is  almost  always  true, 
and  requires  little  attention.  Consider  that  in  weighing,  the  turn  of  the  scale 
must  be  given,  and  that  this  tum  will  be  greater  or  less  according  to  the  care  and 
attention  of  the  weigher;  whereas  in  measuring  no  tum  is  given,  but  by  the 
striking  of  the  measure  an  exact  bushel  is  given,  neither  more  nor  less.     Consider^ 
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Mr.  EkhardPage.  there  may  be  false  weighing,  by  means  of  a  false  beam,  false  scales,  and  false 

weights,  a  false  jerked  turn  of  the  scale,  by  which  too  little  is  given,and  a  lumping, 

17  May  1834.  heavy  turn  of  the  scale,  by  which  too  much  is  given  :  whereas  measuring  is  the 
most  simple  thing  in  the  world  ;  all  that  is  required  is  to  fill  and  strike  the  bushel; 
and  this  a  child  may  both  do  himself,  and  see  that  it  be  fairly  done  by  others. 
Consider  again,  that  when  corn  is  bought  by  weight  in  large  quantities,  and  after- 
wards retailed  by  weight  in  small  quantities,  that  there  must  be  a  considerable 
loss  of  weight  to  the  dealer,  because  for  one  turn  of  the  scale  which  he  receives, 
he  must  give  a  good  many ;  whereas,  when  com  is  bought  in  large  quantities  by 
the  bushel,  and  retailed  out  in  small  quantities  by  the  gallon,  the  difference  will 
either  be  nothing  at  all,  or  so  trifling  as  to  be  undeserving  of  notice.  Consider, 
finally,  that  by  substituting  weight  for  measure,  the  farmer  must  necessarily  com- 
mence operations  by  making  a  small  loss,  because  he  must  give  the  turn  of  the 
scale ;  whereas,  when  he  sells  by  measure,  he  gives  no  turn  whatever.  With 
respect  to  the  additional  labour  required,  and  the  time  that  is  lost  by  weighings 
this  may  be  discerned  without  tne  least  judgment  or  exercise  of  reason,  and 
merely  by  a  man's  opening  bis  eyes ;  for  let  weight  be  substituted  for  measure, 
and  then  a  man  will  go  to  a  corn-chandler  for  a  pound  instead  of  a  quart  of  hemp- 
seed ;  but  to  weigh  a  pound  of  hempseed,  the  weight  must  first  be  put  into  the 
scale,  then  a  certain  quantity  of  hempseed  must  be  put  into  a  paper  bag,  then 
this  bag  must  be  put  into  the  scale,  and  then,  to  complete  the  operation,  the 
^quantity  of  hempseed  must  either  be  added  to  or  diminished  from,  in  order  to 
adjust  it  to  the  weight ;  whereas,  when  the  hempseed  is  sold  by  measure,  the 
whole  operation  consists  in  filling  a  quart  measure  with  hempseed,  and  putting 
it  into  a  paper  bag.  Now  this  example  is  not  only  a  complete  illustration  of  the 
difference  between  weighing  and  measuring,  but  it  deserves  also  to  be  considered 
apart ;  because,  if  weight  be  substituted  for  measure,  along  with  the  change  ia 
the  wholesale  trade  in  corn,  there  must  also  be  a  change  in  the  retail  trade,  and 
the  enormous  loss  of  time  and  labour  which  would  altogether  hereby  be  occa- 
sioned, must  fall  upon  the  public  in  the  increased  price  of  the  commodity. 

1356.  The  chief  of  your  answer  has  been  to  convey  a  decided  preference  to  the 
use  of  measure  alone  above  the  use  of  weight  alone? — Certainly,  to  determine 

^quantity. 

1357.  The  course  of  your  previous  examination  has  been  to  recommend  a  com- 
bination of  both ;  if  they  were  both  employed,  would  not  all  the  inconvenience 
you  have  represented  as  arising  from  weight  be  necessarily  incurred  ? — Not  ft 
all :  the  object  of  weight,  as  a  test  of  quality,  is  not  to  get  at  the  actual  weight  of 
the  article  in  bulk,  though  this  thereby  is  also  obtained,  but  it  is  to  obtain  the 
specific  weight ;  and  this  is  done  by  weighing  a  small  portion. 

1358.  Do  not  many  farmers  gain  a  reputation  for  giving  full  and  overflowing 
measure? — I  do  not  think,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  farmers,  they  are  very  fond 
•of  giving  over-measure. 

1359*  You  have  not  heard  that  it  is  thp  practice  ? — I  have  not. 

1360.  On  the  whole,  you  think  measure  should  be  the  prescribed  method  of 
selling  corn  by  every  means  short  of  compulsion,  and  that  the  use  of  weight,  as  a 
regulator  or  describer  of  the  quantity  contained  in  the  measure,  should  be 
encouraged  ? — Every  man  who  deals  in  corn  must  necessarily  require  some  means 
to  determine  quantity,  and  as  for  this  purpose  measure  is,  upon  all  accounts,  pre- 
ferable to  weight,  there  can  be  neither  hardship  nor  injustice  in  compelling  the 
use  of  one  uniform  measure.  With  respect  to  weight  combined  with  measure  as 
a  test  of  quality,  this  will  always  obtain  from  the  simple  sense  and  reason  of  the 
thir^,  and  therefore  there  is  no  necessity  nor  is  it  right  that  it  should  be  pre- 
scribed by  law ;  and  when  once  the  Legislature  has  enacted  that  there  shall  be 
one  uniform  measure  for  the  sale  of  corn,  then  in  my  humble  judgment  its 
functions  are  ended,  and  in  every  other  respect  individuals  ought  to  be  left  free 
to  make  their  bargains  in  any  way  they  think  proper.  The  use  of  weight  on  the 
Continent  as  a  test  of  quality,  is,  as  I  have  already  observed,  almost  universal : 

•  but  this  does  not  come  by  virtue  of  law,  but  men  have  adopted  and  follow  the 

practice  because  they  know  it  to  be  right  and  reasonable.  " 

1361.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  farmers  making  a  return? — I  suppose 
the  question  refers  to  the  returns  to  the  inspectors  of  averages ;  and  then,  as  I 
have  said  before,  wherever  a  bargain  has  been  made  that  the  wheat  or  the  com 
shall  weigh  a  certain  weight  per  bushel,  that  weight  ought  to  be  returned,  the 
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same  as  the  quantity  and  the  price,  but  I  do  not  think  persons  ought  to  be  com-  Mr,  Richard  Page. 

pelled  to  make  bargains  in  that  way.  

1362.  Does  not  the  use  of  arbitrary  standards  lead  to  all  sorts  of  difficulties  in  17  M^y  1834. 
practice  ? — A  mere  arbitrary  standard  would  lead  to  great  diversity  in  practice  and 

to  great  irregularities,  and  therefore  it  is  desirable  there  should  be  one  general 
universal  standard. 

1 363.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  requiring  that  the  buyers 
and  sellers  should  sign  a  memorandum? — In  many  cases  at  present  a  memorandum 
passes  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

1364.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  compel  factors  and  others 
who  now  make  returns,  to  return  both  weight  and  measure? — VVhere  they  have 
made  a  bargain  in  both  weight  and  measure,  I  should  say  they  ought  to 
return  it. 

1365.  At  all  events  where  weight  and  measure  are  part  of  the  contracts? —    ' 
Certainly. 

1366.  You  think  that  if  the  factors  throughout  the  country  made  their  returns 
in  this  way,  the  practice  of  selling  by  weight  and  measure  would  soon  become 
universal  ? — I  think  it  would  become  very  general,  and  be  introduced  without 
compulsion. 

1367.  Are  not  the  farmers  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  community  often  subjected 
to  laws  of  wholesome  public  tendency,  though  they  may  be  very  special  and 
different  from  that  required  of  the  rest  of  the  community  ;  ignorance  on  the  part 
of  people  not  being  considered  as  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  enactment  of 
wholesome  laws  ? — I  think  myself  that  you  can  do  no  harm  by  introducing  one 
standard  and  compelling  people  to  make  use  of  it,  and  this  for  the  reasons  1 
have  already  given  ;  but  in  every  other  respect  men  ought  to  be  allowed  to  bargain 
with  each  other  as  they  think  fit. 

1368.  At  all  events  you  think  that  one  method,  either  weight  or  measure, 
should  be  prescribed  as  the  uniform  method  of  selling  corn  throughout  the 
country? — 1  think  measure  should  be  prescribed  alone. 

1369.  Do  you  object  to  compulsion? — I  do  not  to  compulsion  as  to  one 
standard ;  I  think  people  ought  to  be  compelled  to  use  one  measure,  but  I  think 
^  man  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  make  a  bargain  that  his  corn  shall  weigh 
^o  much  a  bushel. 

1370.  Which  would  be  inherent  in  weight  alone?— No,  in  measure  combined 
with  weight. 

1371.  Is  it  not  hard  that  farmers,  from  ignorance  or  disinclination  to  change, 
should  be  allowed  to  obstruct  an  improvement  in  which  all  other  classes  have 
an  interest,  and  their  share  in  which  advantage  is  not  the  least? — Unquestionably. 

1372.  If  the  Legislature  i&  satisfied  of  the  advantage  to  all  classes,  anymore 
especially  to  the  farmer,  do  you  not  think  that  the  kinder  as  well  as  the  wiser 
course  would  be  to  compel  the  change  ? — ^To  compel  the  universal  adoption  of 
the  Imperial  bushel  I  think  would  be  a  wise  measure,  but  I  go  no  further ;  save 

•that  when  com  is  sold  warranted  to  weigh  a  certain  weight  per  bushel,  I  think 
a  return  ought  to  be  made  of  the  weight,  because  it  forms  a  part  of  the  bargain. 

1373.  If  they  were  to  use  measure,  need  they  weigh  the  whole  as  well  as 
measure  the  whole? — If  measure  was  adopted  as  the  universal  standard,  and 
weight  taken  as  a  test,  though  you  would  require  to  measure  the  whole  in  order 
to  determine  the  quantity,  you  would  be  required  (o  weigh  only  a  very  small  part 
to  determine  the  specific  weight  and  the  quality. 

1374.  In  short,  if  the  buyer  was  satisfied,  there  need  be  no  measuring  nor 
weighing,  as  the  public  cannot  have  a  better  guarantee  than  the  satisfaction  of 
the  parties  themselves? — ^The  buyer  cannot  be  satisfied  unless  he  knows  that  he 

Jias  a  certain  quantity,  for  he  bargains  for  that,  but  in  every  other  respect  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  a  latitude  in  making  his  bargains ;   that  is  to  say,  you  ought 
to  adopt  one  general  standard  of  measure,  and  then  allow  people  to  make  their 
"^bargains  in  any  way  they  please. 

^375-  Do  you  not  think  a  memorandum,  giving  the  weight  per  bushel  as  well 
as  all  other  terms  of  the  contract  in  each  case,  might  be  used  with  advantage? — 
It  certainly  might  be  used  with  advantage,  but  no  man  ought  to  be  compelled 
%lo  do  it. 

1376.  Do  you  think  that  if  such  a  memorandum  were  brought  into  general 
use,  it  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — I  think 
it  would,  but  it  would  be  most  vexatious  and  tyrannical  to  enforce  it  by  law. 
0-36.  p  3  1377-  Do 
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Mr.  Richard  Piuce.      1377«  Do  you  think,  if  contracts  were  not  enforcible  in  cases  where  the  tem» 

were  not  expressed  in  such  a  memorandujn,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  means  of 

17  May  1834.  enforcing  the  use  of  such  a  meinorandum  ? — ^That  would  certainly  be  a  sufficient 
means ;  the  question  is  whether  recourse  ought  to  be  had  to  that  sort  of 
compulsion. 

1378.  If  the  parties  were  bound  by  a  memorandum  of  this  sort,  and  on  the 
delivery  the  farmer  felt  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  delivery,  you  think  the  public 
might  also  be  satisfied? — Of  course,  because  it  is  only  a  question  between tke 
buyer  and  the  seller. 

1379.  In  that  case  there  need  not  be  any  measuring  nor  weighing?— The 
buyer  would  never  be  satisfied  without  knowing  that  he  had  his  measure,  nor 
would  he  be  satisfied  without  knowing  that  he  had  his  quality ;  but  if  joa  in- 
troduce the  combined  system  of  measure  and  weight,  it  requires  to  weigh  hot 
a  very  small  portion  in  order  to  know  that  you  have  the  weight. 

1380.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  give  any  directions  to  sworn  meters  and  o4e« 
who  have  a  public  duty  to  perform,  and  who  might  not  feel  at  liber^  to  act 
without  such  authority,  to  weigh  or  measure  as  a  party  might  desire  ? — ^There  is 
no  necessity  to  give  any  public  authority  to  meters,  because  all  a  meter  has  to  do 
is  to  measure  the  com  ;  and  the  buyer  of  the  com,  if  he  has  bought  it  upon  con- 
dition that  it  shall  weigh  a  certain  specific  amount  per  bushel,  will  generally  take 
it  upon  the  assurance  of  the  seller  alone,  without  any  weighing  at  all,  or  he  wOl 
have  a  small  quantity  out  of  the  bulk  weighed  either  by  the  meter  or  by  his  own 
servants,  in  order  to  know  that  the  contract  has  been  completely  carried  mto 
effect. 

1381.  Do  you  not  consider  it  an  absolute  necessity  that  whatever  mode  of 
ascertaining  the  value  of  com  be  adopted,  it  should  be  complete  for  its  purpose? 
— Certainly. 

1382.  If  it  be  not  complete,  is  it  not  an  evil  exactly  proportionate  to  the  value 
of  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained  by  it  ?r— Of  course,  and  therefore  I  woold 
make  this  remark,  that  every  error  committed  here  is  double  the  import  of  the 
same  error  committed  abroad,  because  our  com  is  at  double  the  price  of  the 
Continent. 

1383.  Is  it  not  a  great  evil  (considered  with  relation  to  the  subject-matter,  the 
greatest  that  can  be)  if  the  methods  should  not  answer  their  purpose? — It  must 
be  a  great  evil  when  any  means  that  have  been  devised  do  not  correspond  with 
the  end  in  view, 

1384.  It  has  been  said  that  the  farmers,  navigators  and  others,  are  subject  to 
frauds  and  inconveniences  from  using  measure  or  weight ;  do  you  not  consider 
these  simply  as  forms  or  modes  of  one  great  evil  applicable  to  the  subject,  namely, 
that  Ae  method  in  use  is  not  fit  for  its  purpose  ? — The  method,  where  measure 
combined  with  weight  is  used,  is  completely  fit  for  its  purpose ;  it  is  as  complete 
a  check  against  theil  or  fraud  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit  of,  and  an 
infinitely  greater  protectton  than  weight  alone,  because  when  com  is  sold  hj 
measure,  and  b  warranted  to  weigh  a  certain  weight  per  bushel,  the  owner  of 
that  corn,  if  he  sends  it  to  a  distant  place,  has  three  tests  :  first,  the  measure; 
secondly,  the  specific  weight  per  bushel ;  and  thirdly,  the  actual  total  weight, 
which  is  derived  by  multiplying  the  quantity  of  com  by  the  weight  per  bushel; 
whereas  by  weight  alone  he  has  only  one  test,  which  is  simply  that  of  the  weight 
of  the  com,  and  therefore  measure  tested  by  weight  is  a  much  greater  security 
against  theft  than  weight  alone. 

1385.  If  it  be  imperfect,  do  you  not  think  the  Legislature  should  attempt  its 
correction,  either  by  direct  enactment,  or  by  putting  the  parties  concerned  in  pos- 
session of  intelligence  that  shall  enable  them  to  help  themselves? — Partly  by 
enactment,  and  partly  by  giving  the  public  information :  the  part  by  enactment 
should  be  to  make  the  Imperial  bushel  the  universal  standard ;  the  part  by  in- 
formation should  be  to  instruct  the  public,  as  you  are  doing  by  this  very  Committee, 
that  measure  tested  by  weight  is  a  perfect  system  to  determine  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  com,  and  that  there  is  no  other  perfect  system. 

1386.  Have  you  not  observed  instances,  in  the  printed  returns  from  the  inspec- 
tors, of  merchants  and  others  having  a  difficulty  in  bringing  about  a  change?— 
I  have  observed  that ;  and  all  changes  in  local  measures  are  very  difficult  thing* 
in  all  countries  to  bring  about :  an  instance  of  this  we  have  in  France,  where 
about  40  years  ago  they  established  the  most  pecfect  system  of  weights  tnd 
measures  that  there  perhaps  is  in  the  world,  and  yet  in  a  few  parts  of  France  they 
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Mill  keep  to  the  old  corn  measure :  at  Marseilles,  for  instance,  and  at  Lyons,  and  Mr.  Rknard  Page^ 

in  a  few  places  in  Normandy,  they  have  not  adopted  the  new  measure.  

1387.  You  think  changes  of  this  sort  must  be  left  in  some  measure  to  the  17  May  1834. 
operation  of  time,  the  changes  of  persons  using  it  by  death  or  retirement  from 

business,  or  the  slow  progress  of  improved  intelligence? — ^The  change  from  the 
Winchester  bushel  and  all  other  measures  to  the  Imperial  standard  I  would  make 
.compulsory,  because,  as  I  have  said  before,  as  a  man  must  have  a  measure  to 
measure  bis  com  in,  you  impose  no  hardship  upon  him  to  require  that  he  shall 
have  a  measure  which  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Legislature  and  the  country 
at  large. 

1388.  You  think  it,  however,  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  a  correct  standard, 
and  that  the  Legislature  may  properly  interfere  to  promote  the  change? — Certainly, 
in  the  sense  in  which  I  have  already  explained  it. 

1389.  Are  you  aware  of  the  practice  with  respect  to  bonded  com;  do. not  the 
Customs  require  the  same  quantity  to  be  reproduced  before  they  clear  the  bond  ? 
—Yes,  they  do. 

1 390.  Is  there  not  great  loss  from  waste  and  from  evaporation  ? — It  depends 
entirely  on  circumstances  and  upon  the  sort  of  corn;  if  you  put  wheat  of  good 
condition  into  a  granary,  and  take  it  out  within  avreasonable  time,  that  wheat  will 
lose  merely  nothing';  and  in  some  cases,  if  you  put  it  in  in  dry  weather,  and  take 
it  out  in  damp  weather,  it  will  have  increased  in  quantity,  because  it  will  imbibe 
a  certain  portion  of  the  atmosphere. 

1*391.  What  is  the  utmost  extent  of  waste  you  have  ever  known  in  barley  and 
in  oats  ? — Oats,  I  think,  will  waste  more  than  barley,  and  barley  will  waste  a 
great  deal  more  than  wheat.  I  have  known  wheat  kept  in  granary  five  years  and 
not  lose  more  than  2  i  per  cent,  in  the  measure,  and  come  out  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  when  it  was  put  in.  Barley,  without  being  able  to  determine  the  precise 
extent,  loses  more  by  being  kept  in  granary  than  wheat,  because,  as  there  are  fre- 
quent turnings  to  keep  it  in  condition,  the  ends  break  off,  and  this  is  a  loss  by 
what  they  call  breakage ;  and  the  same  observation  applies  to  oats. 

1392.  If  oats  be  warehoused  in  damp  condition,  will  there  not  within  six 
months  sometimes  be  found  a  loss  of  10  per  cent.  ? — If  oats  were  warehoused  in 
damp  condition,  there  would  be  a  great  loss  in  measure  in  six  months ;  whether 
precisely  to  that  extent  I  cannot  tell. 

1393.  Although  100  bushels  of  bonded  com  be  reduced  to  90,  the  meter  will 
have  to  produce  100? — The  meter  could  not  do  it. 

1394.  Is  he  not  required  to  do  it? — He  cannot  do  it ;  he  could  not  measure  it 
so  as  to  make  out  the  quantity,  it  would  be  impossible,  unless  he  were  to  cheat 
the  Custom-house  officer  and  not  fill  the  bushel. 

1395.  Is  it  not  possible  for  a  meter  to  make  100  bushels  out  of  90,  by  light 
measuring? — No,  a  child  may  measure  ;  if  I  had  to  receive  com  by  measure, 
I  would  not  care,  if  I  was  present,  who  measured  it ;  all  I  should  require  would  be 
to  fill  the  bushel,  and  I  should  be  sure  to  have  my  measure. 

1396.  By  what  means  then  is  the  importer  to  clear  that  bond,  if  as  has  been 
supposed  there  may  be  a  loss  of  10  per  cent.,  and  yet  that  bond  cannot  be 
cleared  nnless  the  meter  reproduces  the  entire  quantity? — By  paying  duty  on 
the  deficiency,  and  the  rule  is  this:  when  corn  is  bonded  in  warehouses  of  special 
security,  such  as  the  London  or  any  other  public  docks,  if  upon  re-exportation 
the  quantity  be  short  of  the  quantity  bonded,  no  duty  is  paid  on  the  deficiency; 
but  if  it  be  taken  out  of  bond  for  home  consumption,  duty  is  always  paid  upon 
the  deficiency,  the  same  as  upon  any  other  bonded  article.  When  corn,  on  the 
contrary,  is  bonded  in  private  warehouses,  duty  is  always  paid  on  the  deficiency, 
and  this  whether  the  com  be  re-exported  or  entered  for  home  consumption. 

1397.  In  point  of  practice,  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  payment  of  duty  on  the 
deficiency  is  generally  avoided,  and  that  the  measure  is  reproduced,  or  appears 
to  be  reproduced  ? — Never,  unless  fraud  be  committed  by  means  of  connivance 
irith  the  Custom-house  officers,  and  this  takes  the  case  out  of  the  catalogue. 

1398.  If  the  fact  be  as  is  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  there  is  an  actual  loss 
in  measure,  and  yet  that  the  parties  do  not  pay  duty  upon  that  actual  loss  of 
jneasure,  but  that  apparently  the  same  measure  is  reproduced,  does  it  not  follow 
as  a  consequence  that  it  must  be  made  up  in  the  measuring? — No,  it  is  merely 
a  case  of  fraud  on  the  revenue ;  and  this,  if  a  Custom-house  officer  be  false  to  his 
trust,  may  be  contrived  under  any  system  whether  of  weight  or  measure. 

1399.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  Board  of  Customs,  being  themselves  aware  that 
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Mr.  Richard  Page,  this  deficiency  must  naturally  occur,  allow  that  degree  of  licence  to  their  officers; 

so  that  the  measure  may  be  precisely  reproduced  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

17  May  i834,  •  1400.  In  the  article  of  corn  the  loss  in  weight  will  not  be  so  great  as  the  loss 
in  measure,  will  it? — Corn  out  of  condition  will  specifically  weigh  less,  butmea- 
sure  more,  than  when  it  was  sound ;  and  perhaps,  on  corn  out  of  condition,  the 
total  actual  weight  as  well  as  the  total  actual  measure  is  increased,  but  the  in- 
crease in  actual  measure  will  probably  be  greater  than, the  increase  in  actual 
weight ;  all  which  may,  perhaps,  be  illustrated  after  the  following  manner.  Let 
there  be  20  bushels  of  wheat  in  sound  and  perfect  condition,  the  specific  gravity 
of  which  is  60  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  it  follows  that  the  total  actual  weight  of  the 
bulk  will  be  i,200lbs ;  then  let  this  wheat  get  damp  and  out  of  condition,  and  let 
the  actual  measure  in  consequence  be  increased  to  21  bushels,  and  the  specificf 
gravity  diminished  to  sglbs.  per  bushel,  and  then  it  follows  that  the  total  actual 
weight  will  be  1,239  lbs. ;  ^^^^  '^^  ^^®  wheat  be  restored  to  its  first  condition, 
and  the  actual  measure  will  again  be  20  bushels,  the  specific  weight  60  lbs.  per 
bushel,  and  the  total  actual  weight  1,200 lbs.;  and  hence  it  appears  that,  when 
corn  is  out  of  condition,  the  increase  in  measure  being  greater  than  the  diminu- 
tion in  specific  weight,  there  is  upon  the  whole  an  increase  both  in  measure  and 
actual  weight ;  but  when  the  com  is  brought  again  into  sound  condition  the 
whole  of  this  is  reversed,  and  the  increase  in  specific  weight  is  proportionablykss. 
than  the  decrease  in  measure.  This  is  how  the  matter  appears  to  me,  but  never 
having  made  the  experiment,  I  may  be  mistaken. 

1401.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  would  prefer  a  combined 
system  more  than  a  system  of  weight  or  measure  alone? — Certainly. 

1402.  Will  you  give  your  reasons  for  that? — When  you  have  a  combined  sys- 
tem, that  is  to  say,  measure  tested  by  weight,  you  are  able  to  define  three  things: 
the  first  is  the  measure ;  the  next,  the  specific  weight  of  that  measure  ;  and  then, 
from  these  two  combined,  by  simple  multiplication  you  derive  the  actual  weight, 
and  this  without  weighing  the  whole  quantity,  but  only  a  certain  portion  of  the 
quantity  :  for  example,  a  man  buys  50  bushels  of  wheat,  weighing  60  lbs.  per 
bushel,  and  then  he  will  have,  first,  the  quantity  by  measure ;  next,  he  will  have 
the  specific  weight  per  bushel ;  and  then,  merely  by  weighing  two  or  three 
bushels,  or  two  or  three  aliquot  parts  of  a  bushel,  to  see  that  the  weight  corres- 
ponds with  the  mentioned  weight  per  bushel,  by  the  simple  rule  of  multiplying  the 
number  of  bushels  by  the  weight  per  bushel,  he  obtains  the  actual  weight  of  the 
whole,  as  thus : 

Measure     -         -         -     50  bushels. 
Specific  weight  -         -     60  lbs.  per  bushel. 
Actual  weight    -         -     3,000  lbs. 

Whereas  if  you  use  measure  alone  you  have  but  one  element,  which  is  the  50 
bushels  ;  and  if  you  use  weight  alone  you  again  have  but  one  element,  which  is 
the  3,000  lbs. 

1403.  You  have  said  that  you  consider  measure  tested  by  weight  as  the  most 
perfect  system ;  do  you  think,  considering  that  in  a  certain  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  weight  alone  is  used,  it  would  be  practicable  to  introduce  the  system 
you  recommend  ? — Certainly ;  you  might  extend  it  to  Ireland  to  great  advantage. 
It  would  save  them  much  time  and  labour  and  expense :  their  quantities  would 
come  out  much  more  accurately. by  measure  than  by  weight;  and  by  rendering 
calculation  easy,  you  would  enable  all  parts  of  the  empire  to  order  wheat  or  com 
from  Ireland,  which  they  cannot  now  do  conveniently  in  places  where  it  is  sold  by 
measure ;  because,  if  a  man  having  to  sell  corn  by  measure,  orders  it  from  a  place 
where  it  is  sold  by  weight,  he  cannot  tell  beforehand  what  measure  his  weight  wiH 
make  out,  and  of  course  cannot  make  any  accurate  calculation  as  to  what  the  cost 
of  his  corn  will  be  ;  and  that  must  naturally  be  an  impediment  to  business. 

1404.  Do  you  not  think,  that  considering  that  in  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
kingdom  weight  alone  is  used,  it  would  be  a  much  more  practicable,  as  well  as 
an  equally  beneficial  change,  to  allow  weight  to  be  tested  by  measure  where 
weight  is  used,  and  measure  to  be  tested  by  weight  where  measure  is  used?— It 
is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  in  a  great  proportion  of  the  kingdom  weight  is 
used  to  determine  quantity.  In  many  parts  where  it  is  supposed  that  weight  is 
used,  this  is  not  weight  alone,  but  weight  combined  with  measure,  the  measure 
being  used  to  determine  the  quantity,  and  the  weight  to  test  the  quality.  Again; 
in  Liverpool  and  many  other  places  where  corn  b  sold  by  weight,  this  is  not  dooc 
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from  cboice  but  from  necessity,  and  because  corn  is  sold  by  weight  in  Ireland  j  Mr.  Richard  Page.  ' 

and  so  clearly  is  the  system  wrong,  that  even  in  Liverpool,  in  order  to  facilitate  the      

weighing  and  landing,  and  delivery  of  the  com,  they  are  obliged  always  to  use  mea-  ^7  ^^^y  1834. 
sure  as  an  auxiliary,  as  it  would  otherwise  be  impossible  to  get  through  business. 
The  system,  therefore,  of  selling  com  by  weight  renders  two  operations  necessary 
to  determine  quantity,  viz.  weight  and  measure;  whereas,  in  selling  corn  by 
measure,  one  operation  only  is  necessary,  and  the  measure  alone  determines  the 
quantity.  Now  as  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  the  system  is  one  of  rela- 
tive importance  j  the  quantity  of  com,  exclusive  of  meal  and  flour,  annually  ^ 
imported  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  may,  I  should  think,  be  estimated  at 
about  2,500,000  quarters,  while  the  quantity  of  com  produced  annually  in  Great 
Britain  cannot  be  less  than  40,000,000  quarters ;  and  therefore  the  question 
resolves  itself  simply  into  this,  whether  you  will  allow  2,500,000  quarters  to 
govern  the  practice  of  40,000,000  quarters. 

1405.  If  weight  is  used  so  generally  in  Ireland  and  Liverpool,  why  cannot  it 
be  in  London  ? — Because  it  is  subject  to  more  expense,  great  loss  of  time,  great 
inaccuracy ;  and  as  all  vesseh  that  come  here  with  com  are  to  be  discharged 
within  a  certain  time,  or  else  to  be  allowed  what  they  call  demurrage,  or  so  much 
a  day  for  non-discharge,  independent  of  the  additional  expense  and  the  inaccuracy 
of  weighing,  you  would  incur  another  expense  in  payment  of  demurrage  to  the 
captains  of  ships. 

1406.  What  time  would  it  occupy  to  discharge  1,000  quarters  of  wheat 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  port  of  London  ? — I  think  that  a  meter  will  mea- 
sure 1,000  quarters  of  wheat  in  about  a  day  and  a  half,  or  it  may  be  a  little  more. 

1407.  What  is  the  expense  of  that  metage? — I  do  not  recollect  the  exact 
expense,  but  I  have  heard  the  expense  of  metirig  here  is  about  25  or  30  per  cent 
less  than  weighing  and  measuring  in  Liverpool,  though  London  is  in  other 
respects  a  dearer  port. 

1408.  What  would  be  the  expense  of  discharging  1 ,000  quarters  ? — I  cannot 
state  that  without  looking  into  the  matter.  Corn  is  unloaded  with  infinitely  more 
dispatch  here  than  it  is  in  Liverpool,  and  the  metage  of  com  costs  less  than  the 
weighing  and  measuring  at  Liverpool.  I  have  heard  this  from  a  gentleman  of 
Liverpool. 

1409.  Are  you  aware  of  the  quantity  of  corn  which  has  been  discharged  in  the 
port  of  London  in  one  year? — I  am  not  exactly. 

1410.  Will  it  exceed  a  million  of  quarters? — I  should  think  it  would. 

1411.  Would  it  exceed  a  million  and  a  half? — I  cannot  say. 

1412.  There  is  a  million  of  quarters  weighed  into  Liverpool ;  would  you  state 
that  double  the  quantity  could  be  measured  into  the  port  of  London  ?-t-I  should 
think  greatly  beyond  this.  There  are  1 00  sworn  meters  in  the  port  of  London, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  but  these  men  would  with  the  greatest  ease  be  able  to 
measure  five  millions  of  quarters  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

1413.  The  Committee  have  been  informed  that  the  expense  of  weighing  a  ton 
of  coals  is  4-5th  parts  of  the  measuring  a  chaldron  of  coals  which  weighed  53  cwt., 
and  that  the  weighing  of  coals  is  carried  on  with  equal  facility  as  the  measuring ; 
do  you  believe  that  to  be  correct  ? — My  information  is,  that  it  requires  from  25  to 
30  per  cent,  more  time  to  unload  a  collier  by  the  present  system  of  weight,  than 
it  formerly  took  up  to  unload  by  measure.  As  to  the  expense,  I  have  no  inform- 
ation :  if  there  is  more  or  equal  labour  in  weighing  than  tnere  formerly  was  in  mea- 
suring, and  there  is  more  time  consumed  Mn  the  operation,  if  the  expense  is 
reduced  now  it  can  only  be  done  by  deducting  from  the  wages  of  the  labourers ; 
but  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  expense  is  not  reduced. 

1414.  Have  the  sworn  meters  in  London  any  particular  charter  for  their 
employment? — ^The  sworn  meters  of  London  are  appointed  by  the  corporation. 

1415.  Can  a  merchant  employ  any  one  individual? — He  cannot  employ  what 
meter  he  pleases,  but  he  must  take  the  meter  that  is  sent  from  the  office. 

1416.  Would  not  weight  coupled  with  price  be  a  sufficient  indication  of  the 
quantity  as  well  as  the  quality  of  com  ? — No,  not  the  least  indication  of  quality 
whatever :  price  can  never  indicate  quality,  because  a  man  may  buy  a  thing  too 
dear ;  and  weight  can  never  indicate  quality,  because  it  equally  applies  to  bad 
things  as  to  good. 

1417.  Has  weight  nothing  to  do  with  quality? — Specific  weight  has,  but  not 
actual  weight     If  I  go  to  a  cheesemonger  and  buy  a  pound  of  cheese,  I  may  buy 
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Mr.  Kkhard  Page*  a  potmd  of  bad  cbeese  as  weH  as  good ;  in  both  cases  I  shall  hare  a  pemid ;  ud 
■i  therefore  weight  alone  will  not  determine  quality. 

17  May  1834.  1418.  Weight  is  a  test  of  quality  ?—YeSy  combioed  with  measure. 

1419.  Would  not  the  particulars  of  quality  ai^  price  serve  to  indicate  more  pre* 
^cisely  the  reason  of  the  variation  of  price  r* — The  price  of  a  thing  will  alwajs 
depend  npon  the  quality  of  it :  the  main  question  is^  how  is  the  quality  to  be 
aseertatned  ? 

142OW  Coupled  with  the  former  particulars,  would  it  not  serve  to  indicate  also 
the  quantity  of  com  sold,  and  the  state  of  supply  and  demand  in  that  commodity? 
— ^The  quantity  of  com  sold  may  be  indicated  in  two  ways,  either  by  measure  or 
by  weight ;  you  have  only  to  choose  that  which  is  the  most  convenient  and  die 
least  eipensive,  and  that  is  measure. 

1421.  Do  YOU  consider  that  a  combined  system  would  have  any  efeci  00  the 
averages  ? — No,  none  at  all,  because  in  that  case  the  quantity  returned  would  be 
by  measure^  and  the  price  would  in  point  of  fact  depend  upon  that  veiy  combined 
system,  quality  tested  by  weight ;  but  as  that  test  would  exist  wh^her  you  returned 
the  weight  or  not,  and  would  always  be  in  the  contemplation  of  the  parties,  it 
would  make  no  alteration  in  the  averages  by  requiring  that  where  bargains  had 
been  made  with  the  stipulation  of  a  spec^  weight;  the  return  should  be  made 
accordingly;  you  would  gradually  get  a  sound  system  introduced  without  die  least 
compulsion. 

1422.  If  the  standard  were  changed  from  measure  to  weight,  would  Ae 
weighing  4Solbs.  produce  aay  effect  upon  the  averages,  according  to  tiie  present 
system? — If  the  standard  were  to  be  changed  from  measure  to  weight  you  would 
have  no  longer  any  real  measured  quantity  to  go  by ;  Acre  would  be  only  4^0  lbs. 
of  wheats  which  is  neither  quarter  nor  bushel,  nor  any  other  quantity  having 
reference  to  measure. 

1423.  What  effect  will  it  have  upon  the  averages  ? — ^That  I  cannot  telL  If  weight 
is  introduced,  there  are  but  two  ways  of  introducmg  it ;  you  must  say  the  weight 
shall  be  returned,  the  weight  simply  without  reference  to  any  measure  whatever, 
or  else  you  must  agree  tlmt  a  certain  weight  shall  constitute  a  nominal  quarter, 
but  that  would  always  be  a  nominal  quarter,  it  would  never  be  a  real  quarter,  for 
you  cannot  have  an  average  of  the  weight  of  the  wheat  of  a  country,  nor  will  an 
average  made  for  one  year  do  for  the  next  No  human  being  can  devise  means 
by  which  the  average  weight  of  the  com  of  a  country  can  be  accurately  taken, 
and  the  reason  of  this  is  evident :  to  make  an  average  you  must  first  know  all  the 
different  weights  of  the  com  of  a  country,  and  this  is  impossible ;  you  must 
nea^  know  the  different  quantities  of  all  these  different  weights,  and  this  is  still 
more  impossible,  and  therefore  you  cannot  make  an  average  of  the  weight  of  the 
com  of  a  c/ountry ;  and  if  even  this  could  be  done  for  one  year,  it  would  not  be 
correct  for  the  following  or  any  other  year ;  and  if  even  you  could  make  an  exact 
average  of  10,  or  20».  or  100  years,  and  declare  that  to  be  the  weight  of  tiie 
nominal  bushel,  it  would  never  agree  with  the  real  state  of  things,  because  though 
this  average  would  be  right  as  a  whole,  yet  it  would  disagree  with  all  the  parti- 
culars; and  the  way  in  which  transactions  ought  to  be  regulated  is  neither  by 
guess  nor  by  the  lump,  but  by  exact  particulars. 

1424.  Do  not  they  use  small  scales  in  Holland  ? — Yes,  they  carry  them  about 
vrith  them,  and  they  serve  perhaps  very  well  as  a  rough  general  guide ;  but  every 
man  who  has  corn  to  sell  tests  the  weight  by  the  entire  sack,  that  when  he 
guarantees  the  weight,  he  may  have  no  dispute  with  the  buyer. 

1425.  Supposing  that  weight  were  adopted  as  a  test  of  quality,  what  propor- 
tion out  of  TOO  quarters  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  weigh? — I  think  in 
nine  casea  out  of  ten  it  would  not  be  necessary,  as  between  the  buyer  and  the 
sdler,  to  weigh  any  at  all,  and  that  the  buyer,  upon  the  declaration  of  a  seller  with 
whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  business,  that  the  com  was  of  such  a  weight, 
would  take  it  upon  his  word.  With  respect  to  the  proportion  that  it  is  necessary 
to  wei(;h  in  order  to  ascertain  the  specific  weight,  I  should  say  that  two  per  cent. 
taken  from  different  parts  of  the  bulk  would  be  sufficient:  now  two  per  cent  on 
1,000  bushels  is  20  bushels,  but  it  will  not  thence  follow  that  a  man  is  to  wdigh 
20  bushels,  because  if  he  was  to  weigh  20  pecks,  and  multiply  the  weight  of  each 
peck  by  four  to  bring  it  to  the  bushel,  the  result  would  be  quite  as  troe  as  the 
weighing  of  20  bushels ;  and  if  he  even  were  to  weigh  20  gallons,  and  bring  tlie 
gallon  by  multiplication  to  the  bushel,  the  result  would  be  equally  tme^  or  the 
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diffierence  at  any  rate  woald  be  so  trifling  as  to  be  undesemng  qf  aottee :  nothing  Mr.  Rkhm-d  P#g/ 
is  therefore  so  easy  as  to  test  the  quality  of  corn  by  weight.  •....,..........^ 

1426.  What  proportion  would  it  be  necessary  to  measure  as  a  test  of  weight?      *'  ^^^  **^ 
The  same  portion  would  do  the  other  way. 

1427.  It  has  been  stated  that  farmers  might  be  safely  entrusted  to  take  care  of 
their  own  interests,  and  that  had  any  change  been  desirable,  there  would  have 
been  many  petitions  for  it  before  this  time  ;  what  is  your  opinion  upon  that  ? — 
I  think  there  are  many  things  that  would  be  to  their  benefit  of  which  they  have 
no  clear  understanding,  because  their  attention  has  never  been  called  to  them. 

1428.  Do  you  think  there  are  so  many  evils  from  the  present  system  as  to 
make  a  change  necessary  or  desirable? — I  think  it  desirable:  we  must  always 
distinguish  between  things  necessary  and  things  expedient  I  do  not  say  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  one  uniform  standard  in  the  country,  for 
I  have  seen  business  go  on  with  a  number  of  different  standards,  but  still  it  is 
desirable  that  there  should  be  only  one  standard.  I  distinguish  between  the  m^e 
being  of  a  thing  and  its  well  being :  suppose  they  were  to  have  the  Winchester 
bushel  at  Edinburgh  and  the  Imperial  bushel  in  London,  it  is  of  no  consequence 
to  me,  who  am  a  buyer  of  com  in  London,  that  they  sell  com  by  the  Winchester 
bushel  at  Edinburgh,  nor  is  it  of  the  least  consequence  to  a  man  at  Edinburgh 
who  buys  by  the  Winchester  bushel  that  we  sell  by  the  Imperial  bushel  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  therefore  all  that  would  result  in  a  case  of  this  kind  from  making  the 
standard  uniform,  would  be  to  save  a  little  trouble  of  calculation  to  the  corn- 
merchants  of  Edinburgh  and  London  who  had  dealings  with  each  other.  It  would 
be  desirable  no  doubt  that  all  the  world  should  have  but  one  weight  and  measure, 
all  business  would  be  much  more  easy  than  it  is  at  present,  but  still  the  only 
effect  would  be  to  save  trouble  to  those  who  have  dealings  in  distant  parts. 

1429.  When  a  miller  lays  out  100/.  in  the  purchase  of  wheat,  does  he  have 
more  regard  to  the  number  of  bushels  of  wheat  he  buys,  or  to  the  number  of 
pounds  of  flour  that  wheat  will  produce  ? — He  has  regard  to  both,  and  he  cannot 
tell  the  number  of  pounds  of  flour  that  that  wheat  will  produce  without  knowing 
the  specific  gravity  of  the  wheat,  that  is  to  say,  how  many  pounds  it  weighs  per 
bushel ;  and  that  is  the  benefit  of  the  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure : 
and  indeed  everything  of  diis  kind  has  reference  to  the  last  man,  that  is  the 
miller,  because  he  is  the  consumer  of  the  wheat,  and  he  has  no  way  of  determining 
what  quantity  of  fine  flour,  and  seconds,  and  middlings,  and  pollards  and  bran,  he 
is  to  get  out  of  the  wheat,  but  by  knowing  the  weignt  per  bushel.  In  point  of 
fact,  the  whole  thing  is  explained  in  that  very  return  m^de  by  the  Navy  and  Com- 
missariat of  their  practice,  and  by  which  it  appears  that  they  buy  no  wheat 
-weighing  less  than  60  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  that  if  the  weight  exceeds  that  they 
make  an  addition  to  the  price,  and  pay  for  it  proportionably  ;  and  then  they  say 
that  the  average  weight  of  the  wheat  which  they  have  bought  ending  3i8t  of  De- 
cember last,  is  61  i  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  that  the  produce  in  biscuit  meal  has  been 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  increased  weight,  and  the  quality  of  the  biscuit  has 
been  materially  improved  :  therefore,  first,  for  the  additional  specific  weight  they 
have  had  an  increased  weight  in  biscuit  meal;  and  next,  they  have  had  an 
improvement  in  the  quality  :  and  this  settles  the  whole  question.  Now  that  very 
way  in  which  the  Navy  proceeds  is  the  way  in  which  the  French  government  pro- 
ceeds y  it  is  also  the  way  in  which  all  men  of  skill  proceed  on  the  Continent ;  and 
finally,  it  is  the  very  way  in  which  an  English  miller  proceeds,  and  goes  to  show 
tlie  advantage  which  is  derived  from  testing  the  quality  of  wheat  by  means  of 
measure  and  weight  There  are  two  things  that  constitute  value  to  a  miller, 
actual  weight  and  specific  weight.  Specific  weight  is  derived  fropa  quality,  that 
is,  from  the  weight  of  a  certain  measure ;  and  when  you  know  the  number  of 
measures,  and  the  weight  of  each  measure,  it  is  a  mere  affair  of  multiplication  to 
arrive  at  the  total  weight.  Now  it  is  clear  that  the  greater  the  specific  weight, 
the  greater  will  be  the  actual  weight  of  any  given  number  of  bushels ;  and  there- 
jfimre,  if  a  miller  buys  50  bushels  of  wheat,  weighing  61  lbs,  the  bushel,  his  actual 
weight  will  be  50  lbs.  more  than  if  the  wheat  had  weighed  only  60  lbs. ;  and  the 
consequence  will  be,  that  he  will  have  50  lbs.  more  in  flour,  and  middlings,  and 
bran  and  pollard,  and  the  quality  of  all  will  be  improved  :  and  I  have  also  reason 
to  think,  that  with  every  increase  in  the  specific  weight  of  wheat,  the  quantity  of 
flour  (independent  of  the  improvement  in  quality)  incre^es  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion than  the  refuse. 
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Mr  Richard  Page.      1430.  Would  not  the  flour  be  the  gauge  of  his  judgment  ?~Certain)y,  but  he 

had  no  way  of  telling  that,  unless  he  knows  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  wheat 

17  May  1834.  1431 .  Will  not  a  man  of  judgment  come  within  a  very  small  quanti^  of  weight? 

— ^Yes ;  but  a  test  is  wanted  in  case  of  dispute,  and  this  can  only  be  by  actuatiy 
weighing  a  portion  of  the  com ;  it  is  also  desirable  that  a  man  who  has  not  pre* 
cisely  the  same  skill  as  others  should  have  the  means  of  assisting  his  judgment 

1432.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Committee  that  if  a  combined  system  were 
adopted,  a  great  many  more  bar^ins  would  be  thrown  up  in  a  falling  market, 
from  there  being  two  elements  of  calculation,  and  therefore  of  dispute,  instead  of 
one ;  what  is  your  opinion  of  that? — In  the  tirst  place,  I  have  never  recommended 
a  combined  system  on  compulsion ;  in  the  next  place,  if  it  was  introduced  08 
compulsion,  to  say  that  because  a  man  has  two  ways  of  determining  a  thing 
instead  of  one,  that  should  lead  to  dispute,  is  an  error:  if  a  man  had  bought 
wheat,  we  will  say,  warranted  to  weigh  60  lbs.  a  bushel,  and  he  wanted  to  throw 
up  that  bargain,  he  could  do  it  only  on  one  of  two  grounds ;  first,  that  the  wheat 
did  not  answer  the  sample,  without  reference  to  weight,  and  that  he  can  do  at 
present;  his  next  ground  would  be  that  the  weight  did  not  correspond,  and  here 
you  may  always  convict  him  by  showing  that  it  does,  and  next  that  the  bulk  is 
answerable  to  the  sample;  and  therefore  if  the  seller  shows  that  the  bolkcor-^ 
responds  in  every  respect  with  the  description  both  of  weight  and  sample,  the 
buyer  can  have  no  real  ground  to  throw  up  the  bargain. 

1433.  Is  there  more  chance  of  fraud  and  theft  in  measuring  or  weighing?— 
There  is  more  chance  of  fraud  and  theft  in  weighing,  as  I  will  show :  when  you 
have  a  system  of  weight  alone,  all  a  man  can  do  when  he  sends  com  from  one 
place  to  another,  is  to  say,  I  have  sent  you  so  many  hundred-weight  of  com ;  apd 
if,  when  that  corn  arrived  at  its  destination,  it  should  not  weigh  the  weight  that  was 
taken  in,  he  might  say  to  the  man,  you  have  stolen  some  of  this,  and  you  shall  make 
it  good :  he  might  do  the  same  ii  it  was  measured,  because  suppose  a  man  sends 
100  bushels  of  wheat,  and  when  it  arrives  at  its  destination  there  is  only  99,  he 
says  at  once,  you  have  stolen  a  bushel  of  this  wheat :  you  can  as  easily  detect  a 
deficiency  in  the  quantity  by  comparing  it  with  measure  as  with  weight ;  but  die 

S'eat  facility  a  man  has  in  the  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure  is  this, 
at  be  could  say  to  his  correspondent,  I  have  sent  you  50  bushels  of  wheat 
weighing  60  lbs*  per  bushel,  and  the  total  weight  of  that  is  consequently  3,ooolb8.: 
you  have  therefore  got  thre^  elements,  all  constituting  checks  against  fraud  and 
theft ;  whereas  by  weight  alone  you  have  only  one.  All  the  security  that  weight 
csn  possibly  give  is  to  be  found  in  measure  alone,  and  measure  and  weight 
combined  gives  security  beyond  it. 

1434.  Tne  wheat  might  lose  on  the  voyage  without  having  also  lost  in  con- 
dition ? — It  will  never  lose  in  weight  unless  it  has  lost  in  condition. 

1'435.  If  ever  since  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  a  system  of  weighing  has  been 
adopted  in  Ireland,  and  no  complaints  have  been  made  against  that  system,  what 
difficulties  would  there  be  in  adopting  it  in  England,  supposing  it  were  in  other 
respects  desirable? — The  Irish  are  very  excellent  people,  but  they  are  hardly  of 
sufficient  authority  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  that  we  should  set  them  in  opposition 
against  the  whole  world ;  and  that  a  most  absurd  system  should  be  introduced 
into  Great  Britain,  merely  because  it  obtains  in  Ireland,  were  a  strange  piece  of 
madness :  it  would  be  much  more  consistent  that  Ireland  should  conform  to  the 
practice  of  England  and  the  whole  of  Europe ;  it  would  also  be  to  her  great 
advantage,  as  I  have  already  shown ;  and  then  conies  this  important  consideration, 
that  nothing  gives  a  greater  stimulus,  or  tends  more  to  improve  the  agriculture  of 
a  country,  than  to  have  some  known  acknowledged  perfect  test  and  standard  of 
quality,  and  this  Ireland  does  not  possess. 

1436.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  fictitious  sales  taking  place  lately  ? — No ;  when- 
ever they  take  place  they  must  be  with  a  view  to  the  averages.  Such  things, 
I  believe,  have  taken  place  formerly. 

1437.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  farmer,  not  to  say 
to  the  public,  if  the  returns  to  the  inspectors  were  made  from  the  growers  only?— 
A  very  bad  system,  for  it  would  go  to  reduce  the  average  price  all  over  England. 

'  The  object  01  the  present  averages  is  to  endeavour  to  get  at  the  prices  of  wheal 

in  different  parts  of  England  and  Wales ;  now  if  the  prices  are  taken  from  the 
grower  to  his  agent,  that  is,  the  first  sale  and  no  other,  you  do  not  get  at  the 
average  price  of  wheat  for  England  and  Wales,  but  merely  of  certain  places  in 
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the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  and  all  the  important  sales  in  London  and  many    JJr.  RkiardPage. 
other  large  places  would  be  passed  by ;  and  it  would  also  occasion  a  tptal  change        — — — ^— 
in  the  whole  system,  because  at  present  the  sales  of  Irish  and  Scotch  corn  form       i7  May  1834. 
part  of  the  average,  but  in  the  terras  of  the  question  these  must  be  left  out  of 
the  return. 

143S.  You  think  that  would  not  b^  beneficial  to  the  farmer  ? — As  the  effect 
would  be  to  reduce  the  average  returns  of  wheat,  that  would  of  course  render  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  more  difficult,  because  the  scale  of  duty  would  be 
raised.  By  the  last  corn  law  the  average  prices  have  been  reduced,  by  intro- 
ducing Irish  and  Scotch  com  into  the  returns ;  because,  by  the  old  law»  the  Irish 
and  Scotch  com  was  not  only  excluded,  but  the  returns  were  made  from  the  mari- 
time districts  only,  whereas  now  they  are  taken  including  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
eorn,  and  the  sales  in  the  interior  towns  are  also  returned ;  and  the  consequence 
of  all  this  is,  that  if  you  were  to  take  the  average  prices  of  wheat  by  the  old  sys- 
tem instead  of  the  new,  this  would  make  a  difference  of  5^.  a  quarter,  that  it 
would  be  higher  than  is  made  to  appear  under  the  present  system. 

1439.  ^^  "^^^  y^^  think  that  system  would  prevent  fictitious  sales?— No. 

1440.  Would  it  not  prevent  corn  being  returned  again,  from  being  sold  several 
times  over  ? — It  would  not  prevent  any  fictitious  sales,  because  the  factor  might 
tamper  with  the  farmer.  Roguery  is  not  confined  to  particular  classes ;  and  as 
there  are  dishonest  factors,  so  are  there  also  dishonest  farmers. 

1441.  Do  you  think  a  memorandum  would  prevent  that? — I  do  not  think  that 
it  would.  The  man  that  is  capable  of  making  a  false  return,  will  also  sign  a  false 
memorandum ;  for  the  rest,  I  believe  that  false  returns  have  been  made  but  very 
seldom. 

1442.  Have  you  never  heard  that  nine  bushels  have  been  returned  to  the  quar- 
ter in  Wales  ? — The  thing  is  possible,  but  it  is  not  within  my  knowledge. 


Martii,  27^  die  MaU,  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Joseph  Sandars^  Esq.  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1443.  YOU  reside  at  Liverpool  ?— Yes.  j,  s^ndan,  E«q. 

1444.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A  Cora-merchant.  - 

1445.  You  are  exclusively  engaged  in  the  corn  trade,  are  you  not?— I  am.  37  May  183^ 

1446.  Then  you  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  trade  in  England, 
Ireland  and  the  Continent,  and  most  parts  of  the  world,  are  you  not? — Yes. 

1447.  Will  you  describe  the  methods  by  which  corn  is  sold  in  the  diflTerent 
parts  of  this  country  ? — It  is  sold  by  various  weights  and  various  measures. 

1448.  Then  there  is  no  uniform  standard? — No, 

1449.  Would  it  be  desirable  to  have  one  uniform  standard;  and  if  so,  will  you 
state  whether  in  your  opinion  measure  alone,  weight  alone,  or  measure  combined 
with  a  scale  of  weights,  or  measure  combined  with  the  description  of  weight  per 
measure,  would  be  the  best  for  the  interests  of  the  public  ? — As  an  abstract  ques- 
tion, I  should  say  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  one  uniform  standard. 

1450.  What  standard  would  you  propose? — I  would  take  weight  as  the 
standard. 

1451.  Weight  alone? — ^Weight  alone  as  the  standard. 

1452.  Will  you  state  why  you  think  the  system  you  have  mentioned  the  pre- 
ferable one  ? — Because  I  think  weight  less  open  to  fraud  than  measure. 

1453.  Are  you  aware  of  the  mode,  with  relation  to  measure  or  weights,  by 
^which  individuals  on  the  Continent  regulate  their  corn  transactions  in  their  deal- 
ings with  one  another,  and  without  regard  to  orders  from  England  ? — Yes.  The 
corn  is  sold  in  the  Baltic  by  measure ;  but  when  a  sale  is  made  to  parties  who 
cannot  see  the  bulk,  reference  is  generally  made  to  what  is  called  the  Dutch  scale 
of  weight. 

1454.  Will  you  describe  what  is  the  Dutch  weight;  do  you  know  what  rela- 
tion it  bears  to  the  English  weight  ? — The  Dutch  scale  is  a  small  measure  of 
capacity,  with  a  graduated  scale  and  beam ;  by  weighing  that  bulk  you  may 
ascertain  the  relative  weight  of  any  other  bulk. 
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J.  Sandan^  £•]•        1455-  &tt  are  not  the  weight  and  the  measure  asoertained  by  one  madbiae?— 
'  Yes,  they  are, 

S7  May  1834.         1456.  Then  the  weighing  and  measuring  would  be  the  same  op^ation  ?— It  ig 
the  same  operation. 

1457.  Is  there  a  great  variety  of  measures  in  the  Baltic,  or  only  one  untfonn 
measure  ? — Wheat  is  always  sold  there  by  the  last,  and  the  last  varies  ia  the 
aumber  of  quarters.     The  last  at  one  place  ts  not  the  same  as  at  another. 

1458.  What  relation  does  the  last  commonly  in  use  bear  to  the  Englisk  qw. 
ter  ? — In  some  places  it  is  10  i  quarters,  and  others  13  J  quartecs. 

1459.  English  quarters? — English  quarters. 

]  460.  If  you  sent  an  order  to  the  Continent  for  1 ,000  quarters  measore  or  sacb 
of  wheat,  each  quarter  measure  or  sadL  to  weigh  480  lbs.,  would  you  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  quality  by  that  weight  alone  ? — Certainly  not 

1461.  The  Committee  understand  that  wheat  is  sold  in  Liverpool  by  a  sack  or 
measure  containing  70  lbs.  ? — Yes. 

1462.  From  whence  does  Liverpool  draw  its  supjdy  of  com  principally?-^ 
Chiefly  from  Ireland. 

1463.  What  is  the  present  price  of  Irish  wheal  at  Liv^pool  per  70 lbs.?— 
From  5*.  orf.  to  6^.  gd. 

1464.  What  is  the  present  price  of  English  wheat  in  liverpool  at  per  7olb6.? 
— From  7  s.  6  d.  to  8*. 

1465.  How  do  you  account  for  the  difierenoe  between  English  and  Irish  wheat 
in  Liverpool  ? — ^Tbe  difference  arises  fixxn  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  one  and  the 
otha-, 

1466.  That  is,  from  the  better  quality  of  the  flour  ? — No ;  the  specific  gravity  of 
tbe  one  is  greater  than  the  other. 

1467.  Does  not  that  specific  gravity  aroe  from  the  better  qaality  of  die  ioor? 
— It  is  the  cause  of  the  better  quality  of  the  flour. 

1468.  Be  good  enough  to  inform  the  Committee  in  wlmt  way  yon,  «8  an  expe- 
rienced corn-merchant,  test  the  qaality  of  wheat,  or  any  other  description  of  grain? 
— By  looking  at  it,  by  smelling  it,  ana  by  haodling  it 

1469.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  average  weight  of  wheat  imported  into 
Liverpool  from  Ireland,  Scotland,  the  Continent,  the  United  States  of  America, 
Canada,  and  certain  parts  of  Europe,  taking  the  Imperial  bushel  as  the  standard  of 
measure? — That  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  answer,  because  the  quality  varies 
so  exceedingly  in  different  places  almost  eyery  year ;  but  I  can  answer  it  generally, 
by  stating  that  English  wheat  is  heavier  than  either  Irish,  Scotch  or  foreign. 

1470.  How  do  you  account  for  the  quality  of  English  wheat  being  better 
than  that  of  Irish  wheat  ? — I  fancy  it  is  owing  in  some  degree  to  the  dimate ; 
and  in  some  degree  to  the  greater  pains  that  are  taken  in  the  selection  of  seed, 
and  in  the  general  cultivation  of  the  land  in  England* 

1471.  Do  you  think  the  growth  of  potatoes  injurious  to  the  land  for  produdng 
corn  afterwards  ? — I  believe  that  a  given  weight  of  wheat  grown  on  potato  land, 
will  not  yield  as  much  bread  as  if  it  were  grown  on  fallow. 

1472.  Do  you  think  the  quality  of  wheat  imported  from  Ireland  has  mnch 
improved  in  late  years? — It  has  improved  more  than  in  any  country  in  Europe; 
there  is  a  very  marked  improvement  indeed  in  the  quality  of  Irish  wheat ;  and  I 
think  also  there  is  a  very  considerable  improvement  in  the  qusdity  of  EngUA 
wheat  in  the  last  20  or  30  years,  but  much  greater  in  Ireland. 

1473-4.  The  best  wheat  generally  comes  to  England,  does  it  not ;  the  best  of 
Irish  growth? — No,  it  is  kept  at  home;  they  seldom  export  anything  but  the 
secondary  and  inferior  qualities :  the  millers  buy  all  the  best  wheat* 

1475.  Should  you  say  that  the  best  quality  of  corn  grown  in  Ireland  is  as  good 
as  the  best  quality  grown  in  this  country  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

1476.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  improvement  of  the  quality  of  corain 
Ireland  ? — ^They  are  become  better  farmers  and  they  sow  better  seed  ;  they  obtaia 
seed  from  England. 

1477.  What  has  been  the  annual  average  import  of  com  into  Liverpool  for  the 
last  four  years  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  correctly,  as  I  was  not  aware  such 
a  question  would  be  asked ;  but  I  should  say  somewhere  about  from  300,000  to 
500,000  quarters  annually. 

1478.  Are  you  speaking  of  wheat,  or  all  kinds  of  grain? — Wheat  only. 

1479.  In  Ireland  all  descriptions  of  corn  are  sold  by  weighty  are  they  not?^ 
Yes,  everything  there  is  sold  by  the  stone  and  the  cwt 

1480.  Are 
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14801.  Are  there  ik>  otW  weiglits  in  use  ia  Ireland  ? — ^No.  J.  Sandars^  Es^. 

1481.  Th€ft  the  ^stem  of  weieht  in  Ireland  is  Qniform? — It  is*  — ___ 

1482-  How  do  jou  account  K>r  the  imports  into  Liverpool  being  returned  in      ^7  May  1834. 

quarters,  when  your  sales  or  purchases  are  made  by  the  single  pouml  weight? — 

The  Customs  require  the  entries  to  be  made  in  quarters. 

1483.  If  you  sent  an  order  to  Ireland  for  1,000  barrels  of.  wheat,  where  you. 
buy  by  weight,  how  do  you  judge  of  its  quality  ? — I  could  not  judge  of  its  quality 
by  the  weight  oaly. 

1484.  What  method  do  yo«  adopt  for  knowing  what  the  quality  is? — By 
obtaining  a  sample,  or  if  a  sample  cannot  be  had>  I  ask  the  question,  what  will 
^  Imperial  bushel  of  it  weighw 

1485.  Is  there  a  contract  made  specifying  both  the  weight  and  the  measure  ? — 
Yes.  At  the  commencement  of  every  season  it  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty  to  alt' 
persons  in  England  what  the  quality  of  Irish  erain  is,  and  a  person  going  to 
make  purchases  in  Ireland  would  send  for  samples  from  the  different  porta  where 
he  intended  to  purchase :  when  those  samples  are  produced,  he  immediately 
decides  what  a  given  weight  of  that  wheat  is  worth,  and  he  does  not  require  the 
party  m  Ireland  to  guarantee  that  aa  Imperial  bushel  shall  weigh  a  specific  weight, 
he  exercises  his  own  judgment  upon,  that  point 

148&  And  trusts  to  the  character  of  the  shipper  ?— Exactly  so. 

1487.  But  can  he  be  sure  that  the  seller  will  send  to  him  wheat  of  the  same 
quality  as  diat  of  the  sample  ? — ^If  he  does  not  the  contract  is  void* 

1488.  And  how  does  he  ascertain  it  ? — When  it  arrives  he  compares  the  sample 
wUh  the  bulk.   * 

1489.  It  is  stipulated  that  it  should  correspond  with  the  sample  ? — ^Yes. 

1490.  That  is  stipulated  in  the  contract? — Of  course  it  is. 

1491.  Can  you  state  what  nm  the  usual  terms  of  the  contract;  is  there  any 
regular  form  ? — Generally  by  letter. 

1492.  Would  you  haive  any  objection  to  put  in  a  letter  or  contract  ? — I  have 
none ;  but  the  purchase  and  sak  of  com  is  exactly  like  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  every  other  commodi^ :  the  merchant  will  write  to  me,  "  I  hereby  offer 
you  1,000  barrels  of  wheat,  280  lbs.  per  barrel,  at  25^.  per  barrel,  the  same  aa 
the  sample  enclosed,  put  free  on  hoard  a  ship."  Then  if  I  like  to  purchase  that 
wheat,  I  should  write,  "  I  accept  your  offer."  That  becomes  binding  upon  both 
parties. 

1493.  He  s^ids  the  sample  at  the  same  time  that  the  purchase  is  proposed  to 
you  ? — Yes,  the  samfde  is  sent. 

1494.  How  do  you  ascertain  when  the  com  arrives  that  the  bulk  is  equal  to  the 
sample  ? — I  compare  them. 

1495.  In  what  way  do  you  compare  diem  ? — Just  as  I  would  compare  any  two 
things,  sugar  or  coffee. 

1496.  Do  you  measure  or  weigh  any  part  of  it? — No,  merely  look  at  it. 

1497.  Look  at  it  and  handle  it? — Yes,  exactly. 

1498.  Are  bargains  often  thrown  up  on  the  ground  of  the  bulk  not  coming  up 
to  the  quality  of  the  sample  ? — ^They  are  always  thrown  up  when  they  do  not 
<!orre8pond  with  the  sample. 

1499.  B«tis  that  a  usual  occurrence? — No,  only  an  occasional  occurrence, 
very  seldom  ;  people  do  not  like  to  do  their  business  twice  over. 

1500.  But  does  not  com  frequently  get  damaged  in  the  transit  from  Iri&land  to 
Liiverpool  ? — Not  more  frequently  than  from  any  other  country. 

1501.  But  on  that  ground  are  not  bargains  sometimes  thrown  up  ? — Yes,  they 
are.  For  instance,  if  a  Liverpool  merchant  held  a  large  quantity  of  com  in  any 
port  of  Ireland,  and  were  to  engage  to  deliver  me  that  com  at  Liverpool  at  a 
certain  price  and  in  merchantable  condition,  I  should  be  justified  in  refusing  that 
xiorn  if  it  arrived  out  of  condition. 

1502.  But  if  it  were  sold  to  you  free  on  board?— Then  I  should  take  all  the 
risk. 

150 J.  But  might  not  a  dispute  arise  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  the  com?— Disputes  do  arise ;  but  then  they  are  generally 
left  to  a  third  party. 

1504.  How  is  that  arranged? — ^The  buyer  has  one  opinion  and  the  seller  has 
another,  and  they  do  not  agree,  and  the  common  way  is  to  leave  it  to  any  unin- 
terested individual 

1505.  Then  what  does  the  arbitrator  usually  decide;  does  he  decide  that  the 

Q  4  difference 
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J.  Sandars,  Eaq.    difference  should  be  made  up  in  money,  or  that  the  bargain  should  be  entirely 

thrown  up? — The  decision  is,  that  the  buyer  has  the  power  of  rejection;  and 

27  May  1834.     having  the  power  of  rejection,  it  is  then  a  matter  of  treaty  between  the  buyer  and 
the  seller,  if  it  is  taken,  what  reduction  should  be  made. 

1506.  You  stated,  tfiat  if  you  sent  an  order  to  the  Continent  for  1,000  quarters 
measure  or  sacks,  each  quarter  measure  or  sack  to  weigh  480  lbs.,  that  you  could 
not  judge  of  the  quality  by  the  mere  weight  alone? — Certainly  I  could  not 

1507.  What  is  the  expense  of  discharging  1,000  quarters  of  wheat  in  Liver- 
pool, weighing  the  same,  as  is  the  practice  in  that  port  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  the  question  precisely,  not  being  aware  such  a  question  would  be  asked; 
but  I  can  answer  it  in  such  a  way  as  will  answer  the  purpose  of  the  Committee. 
The  difference  of  expense  in  discharging  grain  by  weight  or  by  measure  is  very 
trifling  indeed ;  if  you  discharge  by  weight,  you  require  one  man  more  on  board 
the  vessel,  at  the  wages  of  2s.  6d.  a  day,  than  you  do  if  you  discharge  it  by  * 
measure,  and  therefore  it  amounts  to  an  extremely  small  sum. 

1508.  fiut  as  the  Custom-house  requires  the  returns  to  be  made  by  measure, 
and  as  your  own  dealings  are  by  weight,  you  practically  are  obliged  in  all  cases 
to  ascertain  both  weight  and  measure? — No,  we  do  not ;  we  never  pay  any  regard 
to  measure  beyond  complying  with  the  order  of  the  Customs. 

1509.  Then  how  do  you  make  the  returns  to  the  Custom-house? — We  com- 
pute it,  59 lbs.  or  60  lbs.  a  bushel. 

1510.  It  is  for  forming  an  average,  is  it  not? — No;  it  is  for  the  levying  of  dock 
dues  and  town  dues. 

1511.  Practically,  the  same  proportion  between  weight  and  measure  is  taken? 
— It  is  for  the  purpose  of  dock  and  town  dues  that  measure  is  required. 

15  J  2.  Now  here  is  a  return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  oflScer  of  the 
Customs  at  each  of  the  several  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  at  such  ports  are  ascertained,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  levying  and  collecting  the  duty  imposed  by  the  Act  of  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60, 
on  the  different  kinds  of  com  imported  ;  and  it  states  this  :  *'  Liverpool :  by  the 
Imperial  bushel,  measured  in  the  liold  of  the  vessel  into  sacks  of  four  bushels  each, 
which  are  tallied  on  the  quay,  frequently  remeasured  by  the  landing-waiter,  and 
checked  by  the  surveyor;"  is  that  correct? — As  regards  Liverpool,  it  is  perfectly 
correct. 

1513.  The  inspector  converts  your  retums  of  wheat  into  measure,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calculating  the  average  by  a  given  calculation  ? — By  an  arbitrary  scale 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  57 lbs.  a  bushel.  The  scale  is  arbitrary ;  the  law  says 
that  the  Winchester  bushel  of  wheat  shall  weigh  5  7  lbs.,  and  the  Imperial  59  lbs., 
wiiether  it  weighs  more  or  less. 

1514.  Does  not  that  fixed  calculation  falsify  the  average  to  a  certain  degree? 
— I  cannot  see  that  it  falsifies  it,  because  59  lbs.,  which  is  the  scale  used,  is 
k  very  fair  one  generally. 

^5^5*  I^  gives  no  real  evidence  as  to  the  quantity? — No;  it  is  only  an 
approximation  to  the  truth. 

1516.  Will  you  describe  the  process  of  weighing  in  the  port  of  Liverpool?— 
The  wheat  is  weighed  just  as  any  other  article  of  a  similar  bulk  is.  It  is  put  into 
a  sack,  as  nearly  as  possible  the  quantity  that  is  required  ;  for  instance,  a  sack 
consists  of  as  nearly  four  bushels  of  70  lbs.  as  possible;  when  that  is  hoisted  from 
the  hold  of  the  vessel  it  is  passed  through  the  scales.  If  it  weighs  less  than 
280 lbs.,  a  certain  quantity  is  added  to  it ;  if  it  weighs  more,  a  certain  quantity 
is  taken  out ;  and  after  that  it  is  passed  on  to  the  warehouse. 

1517.  What  description  of  person  is  employed,  and  at  what  rate  of  wages  by 
the  day  or  by  the  quantity  of  work  ?— A  common  working  man,  capable  of  writ- 
ing and  putting  down  weights,  at  2  ^.  6  £?.  a  day  wages. 

1518.  A  day  of  12  hours? — ^The  number  of  hours  varies  with  winter  and 
summer. 

1519.  Does  any  person  attend  on  behalf  of  the  buyer? — If  the  buyer  lives  in 
the  country  no  person  attends  on  his  behalf;  he  trusts  to  the  integprity  of  the 
shipper. 

1520.  How  long  does  it  require  to  unload  a  cargo  of  1,000  quarters  of  wheat? 
— From  two  to  three  days. 

1521.  If  the  cargo  is  not  discharged  within  the  usual  hours  of  labour,  is  di^ 
work  suspended  ?-^es. 

1522.  Which 
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,^    1522.  Which  way  could  it  be  done  most  expeditiously,  by  measure  or  weight,  j.  Sandan,  E5^q. 

in  your  opinion  ? — By  measure,  certainly.  ^ 

1523.  If  the  corn  is  weighed  on  unloading,  is  it  again  weighed  on  being  put  «7  May  1834. 
into  the  granary  ? — No ;  if  com  be  sold  on  board  a  vessel,  the  seller  sends  down 

a  weieher,  and  the  buyer  sends  another  person  to  take  the  weights,  to  be  a  check 
upon  nim ;  but  it  would  be  the  same  with  measure. 

1524.  Is  it  weighed  on  being  taken  out  of  the  granary,  and  again  weighed  on 
being  shipped  ? — it  is  weighed  when  it  is  delivered  from  the  granary. 

1525.  What  sort  of  sc^es  are  used  ? — I  do  not  know  how  to  describe  them, 
they  are  ordinary  scales* 

1526.  The  common  beam  scales? — Yes;  the  same  sort  of  scale  that  is  used 
for  weighing  all  other  bulky  articles. 

1527.  Are  a  great  number  of  weights  necessary? — Of  course  there  must  be  a 
pumber  of  weights  equal  to  the  weight  required.  If  you  sell  a  sack  containing 
280  lbs.  of  wheat,  you  must  have  weights  to  weigh  it  with;  you  must  have  the 
requisite  number  of  weights. 

,1528,  Is  no  part  of  the  corn  measured? — It  is  put  into  a  measure,  but  not  for 
the  sake  of  accuracy ;  it  is  put  into  a  vessel  of  capacity,  but  not  a  measure. 

1529.  Merely  as  a  mode  of  conveyance  ? — As  a  mode  of  conveyance,  nothing 
more  than  that;  whether  a  bushel  is  31  or  34  quarts  makes  no  difference. 

1530.  Then  no  account  is  taken  of  the  measure  of  that  vessel  at  all  ? — No. 

1531.  If  weight  was  substituted  as  a  uniform  standard,  what  effect  would  it 
have  upon  the  average? — That  would  depend  upon  the  scale  resorted  to,  whether 
you  would  take  57  lbs.  for  the  bushel,  or  59  lbs,  for  the  bushel.  The  present  law 
says,  that  when  wheat  is  sold  by  weight,  you  shall  take  57  lbs.  Winchester  bushel, 
but  59  lbs.  Imperial. 

1532.  It  would  depend  on  what  sort  of  proportion  you  took  ? — ^Take  all  sorts 
of  wheat  in  all  seasons,  and  I  believe  59  lbs.  weight  would  be  a  very  fair  average 
indeed  for  the  Imperial  bushel  \  I  think  that  is  as  fair  a  thing  as  could  pos- 
sibly be  come  at. 

^5^3'  There  is  no  standard  of  measure  but  the  Imperial  now?— No,  there 
is  not 

1534*  Then  in  your  opinion,  if  weight  was  substituted  as  a  uniform  standard, 
and  59  lbs.  were  adopted  as  the  scale  by  which  wheat  was  to  be  sold,  as  a  nominal 
bushel,  that  would  have  no  effect  on  the  average?— No  ;  I  think  that  would  be 
the  fairest  mode  of  coming  at  the  average. 

1535'  It  would  leave  the  protection  to  agriculture  just  what  it  is? — Pre- 
cisely so. 

1536.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  quote  in  your  circulars,  wheat  weighing 
S^  lbs.  to  57  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel,  so  much  per  70  lbs.  or  480  lbs. ;  and  wheat 
weighing  62lbs#,  so  much  per  70  lbs.  or  480  lbs.  I — Yes,  I  should  have  a  very 
great  objection. 

1537.  What  is  your  objection  ? — It  would  create  a  great  deal  of  calculation 
and  trouble. 

1538.  You  would  not  like  to  bind  yourself  to  the  article  which  you  delivered 
weighing  the  exact  proportion  ? — No ;  besides,  neither  weight  nor  measure,  nor 
weight  and  measure  combined,  can  give  you  an  infallible  test  of  the  quality  of 
com.  There  are  ingredients  connected  with  the  quality  that  nothing  can  describe, 
and  that  nothing  can  detect  but  the  eye  and  the  nose. 

1539.  Then  you  would  not  be  content  to  purchase  blindly,  on  being  informed 
merely  of  the  relative  proportion  between  weight  and  measure  ? —  Certainly  not. 

1540.  Together  with  the  condition  that  the  corn  should  be  in  a  good  merchant- 
able state  ? — No. 

1541.  That  would  not  be  suflBcient  ? — No  :  if  a  man  were  to  show  me  a  sample 
of  wheat,  and  made  me  stand  a  yard  from  it,  and  neither  let  me  touch  it  nor 
smell  at  it,  I  would  not  venture  to  buy  it. 

1542.  Even  if  he  should  give  you  a  sample  as  to  the  proportion  between  the 
weight  and  the  measure? — No:  wheat  may  be  very  unsweet,  neither  weight  nor 
measure  will  detect  that ;  wheat  again  may  be  very  unsound,  neither  weight  nor 
measure  will  detect  that;  but  they  are  two  considerations  that  enter  very  seriously 
into  the  value  of  the  grain. 

1543*  But.  would  not  this  quotation,  having  reference  to  the  weight  by  the  Im- 
perial bushel,  enable  men  at  a  distance  to  judge  more  easily  of  the  quality  than 
they  can  do  now  from  the  average  quotation  of  6  J.  or  7  s.  per  70  lbs.  weight,  as  at 

0,36.  R  Liverpool, 
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J.  Sandars,Ef^q.     Liverpool,  or  46^.  or  555.  per  quarter,  as  in  London,  where  no  notice  whatever 

is  taken  of  the  weight  per  Imperial  bushel  in  the  present  quotations  ? — It  would 

27  May  1834.      certainly  enable  them  to  form  a  more  correct  estimate  of  the  quality. 

1544.  Do  you  think  it  of  no  importance  that  there  should  be  many  different 
methods  of  dealing  throughout  the  country  ?— I  think  it  of  very  little  importance 
indeed,  for  every  man  whose  business  it  is  to  know  them  does  know  them. 

1545.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  conduce  to  the  greater  facility  of  doing  busi- 
ness, that  there  should  be  but  one  method  for  the  whole  kingdom  ? — As  an  abstract 
question  I  should  say  that  it  would  ;  but  as  a  practical  question  I  say  there  is  no 
inconvenience  whatever  resulting  from  the  present  system,  and  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  disturbed  for  an  abstract  proposition. 

1546.  If  there  would  be  a  theoretical  advantage,  how  comes  it  that  there  is 
none  practically  ? — There  would  be  no  advantage  to  the  dealers  in  corn  that  there 
should  be  a  uniform  weight  or  a  uniform  measure ;  every  man  connected  with 
corn,  going  into  a  market,  knows  the  custom  and  the  practice  of  the  place  at  which 
he  either  goes  to  buy  or  sell ;  and  almost  all  farmers  and  corn-merchants  are  pro- 
vided with  tables  of  weights  and  measures,  so  that  by  just  casting  his  eye  over 
the  scale  he  can  tell  the  relative  value  of  the  different  sorts  of  com  in  different 
markets. 

1547.  Is  that  table  consulted  by  farmers  as  well  as  by  dealers  generally? — By 
farmers  who  visit  several  markets  it  is,  but  farmers  are  generally  in  the  nabtt  of 
going  to  one  market.  Sometimes  they  sell  68  i  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  sometimes  70, 
and  sometimes  72  ;  but  as  the  farmers  know  the  value  of  wheat  just  as  anybody 
else  knows  the  value  of  the  commodities  they  have  got  to  sell,  the  farmer  is 
never  cheated. 

1548.  You  think  the  farmer  would  derive  no  advantage  from  knowing  at  once, 
by  seeing  the  quotations  of  other  markets,  what  price  corn  was  bearing  in  other 
places  ? — Not  the  slightest :  an  equalization  of  weights  and  measures  would  be 
extremely  useful  to  people  who  sit  down  and  write  books  about  questions  they  do 
not  understand,  and  for  statistical  inquiries;  but  I  maintain  that  for  all  practical 
purposes,  for  all  buyers  and  sellers  of  corn,  that  the  diversity  of  weight  and  the 
diversity  of  measure  is  no  evil. 

1549.  Does  the  farmer,  practically,  when  he  goes  into  his  own  market,  look 
to  the  price  which  corn  has  borne  in  other  markets  before  he  sells  ? — Yes. 

1550.  Then  is  it  not  required,  therefore,  that  he  should  be  able  to  compare  the 
different  methods  by  which  corn  is  sold,  that  he  may  be  able  to  ascertain  at  what 
price  com  really  has  sold  in  the  market? — No  ;  the  great  guide  of  the  value  of 
corn  is  the  state  of  the  London  market;  if  an  advance  of  4^.  a  quarter  is  stated  in 
the  London  market,  the  farmer  sees  it  in  the  newspaper,  most  farmers  consult  the 
newspaper  before  he  goes  into  the  corn-market,  and  he  would  immediately  put 
an  advance  of6^.  a  bushel  on  his  wheat.  The  farmers  are  never  cheated  in 
consequence  of  the  diversity  of  weight. 

1551.  But  how  is  he  able  to  ascertain,  from  merely  seeing  45^.  or  55^.  per 
quarter,  what  kind  of  wheat  it  is ;  how  does  that  give  him  any  idea  of  the 
quality  of  the  wheat? — It  seldom  happens  that  an  advance  takes  place  on  one 
sort  of  wheat  without  applying  to  the  others  also ;  an  advance  of  4  ^.  a  quarter 
applies  to  all  descriptions  of  wheat. 

1552.  At  the  same  time  he  sees  that  advance  in  a  quarter  which  is  not  the 
measure  by  which  he  sells,  does  he  make  a  proportionate  calculation  ? — Yes,  he 
does ;  he  approximates  as  nearly  as  possible. 

1553-  You  are  aware  that  the  Legislature  has  from  time  to  time  passed  laws 
prescribing  uniform  standards ;  do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  revert  to  the 
diversities  which  formerly  existed  ? — Certainly  not. 

^554-  Is  corn  sold  in  fractions  below  6d.? — Yes,  in  farthings. 

^555*  I^  JS  stated  in  this  return  that  "the  wheat  received  at  Bristol  down  the 
river  Wye,  from  Herefordshire  and  Monmouthshire,  and  down  the  Severn  from 
Gloucestershire,  is  generally  bought  and  sold  here  by  the  spring  sack  of  331  lbs. 
net ;  from  Wiltshire  occasionally  by  the  Imperial,  more  frequently  the  Winchester 
measure ;  from  Ireland  and  the  coast  of  Devon  and  Wales,  and  in  general  all 
ship  corn,  by  the  bushel  of  60  lbs.  Barley  tor  malting  by  the  Imperial  bushel» 
and  barley  for  grinding  by  the  bushel  of  50  lbs.  net ;  beans  and  peas  are  in 
general  sold  by  the  Imperial  bushel ;  oats  generally  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  but 
frequently  by  the  bushel  varying  from  36  lbs.  to  42  lbs.  net.  The  present  system 
renders  the  corn  trade  very  perplexing,  and  it  would  be  highly  desirable    if 

uniformity 
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uniformity   of  weights  or   measures  by  which   corn  is  sold  could  be  effected    /.  Sandarg,  Esq. 
throughout  the  kingdom."  Now  will  you  state  whether  the  perplexity  that  is  there  ■ 

complained  of,  is  unreasonable  or  not? — These  representations  are  not  always  to      27  May  1834. 
be  relied  upon,  because  in  many  instances  the  parties  making  them  are  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  practices  of  the  trade  ;  what  would  perplex  such  a  man 
would  be  very  simple  to  another :  before  giving  any  value  to  those  representations 
I  must  know  whether  the  writer  has  any  knowledge  of  the  com  trade. 

,  1556.  To  discharge  properly  the  office  of  inspector  of  averages,  should  a  man 
be  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the  corn  trade? — Most  undoubtedly ;  and  I 
will  tell  the  Committee  why :  sometimes  false  returns  are  made,  and  a  man  who 
understood  the  trade  would  be  able  to  detect  those  false  returns  in  a  great  majority 
of  cases,  which  a  man  unacquainted  with  the  trade  would  not. 

1557*  If  you  suppose  parties  interested  in  artificially  raising  or  lowering  the 
average,  do  not  they  frequently  do  it  by  multiplying  the  number  of  times  that^ 
xorn  is  actually  sold  ? — Yes. 

1558.  Then  in  that  case,  however  skilful  the  man  was  in  the  trade,,  he  could 
have  no  means  of  discovering  the  fraud  ? — But  he  could,  certainly. 

^559'  How  could  he,  it  would  be  only  matter  of  opinion? — I  know  the  ordi- 
nary scale  of  business  in  Liverpool  on  market  days ;  but  if  I  saw  two  or  three 
times  the  quantity  of  business  reported  to  be  done  on  any  given  day,  and  I  had 
been  on  the  market  and  felt  quite  assured  there  had  been  no  such  business  trans- 
acted, I  would  not  have  received  those  returns ;  I  would  have  submitted  them 
to  the  inspector,  and  recommended  him  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  their  integrity. 

1560.  You  have  never  in  your  knowledge  known  many  instances  of  fraud 
attempted  in  country  markets? — Yes  ;  but  in  my  experience  I  have  never  known 
byt  one  successful  practice  of  fraud. 

1561.  Either  in  the  country  or  Liverpool? — When  I  say  successful,  I  speak  as 
to  the  aggregate  of  operations.  I  have  known  on  one  occasion,  I  cannot  justly 
tell  what  date  it  was,  but  I  know  that  by  a  combined  operation  oats  were  libe- 
rated at  the  low  duty.     I  have  known  other  attempts,  but  they  have  always  failed. 

1562.  Are  you  aware  that  it  often  happens  that  in  country  towns  the  inspec- 
tor takes  no  trouble,  and  that  the  returns  are  not  correctly  made  to  him  ;  that  in 
a  very  considerable  market,  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  quantity  of  oats 
sold  are  actually  returned  to  him  ? — ^Very  small  everywhere. 

•  363.  And  of  other  descriptions  of  corn,  trifling  also  ? — Very  trifling. 

1564.  That  is  everywhere  the  case? — Yes,  it  is  generally  the  case.  At  the 
present  moment  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any  interest,  either  to  the  buyer  or  the  seller 
of  corn,  whether  a  return  is  made  or  not,  for  the  duty  being  38  s.j  whether  he 
jmakes  a  return  or  not  will  make  no  difference  whatever  to  him.  There  is  always 
a  great  deal  more  corn  returned  when  the  rate  of  duty  is  very  low ;  then  men 
having  particular  objects,  will  pay  more  attention  to  it. 

1565.  Do  you  think  that  fictitious  sales  often  take  place  now? — No,  never 
when  the  duty  is  so  high 

1566.  But  you  think  that  when  the  duty  is  low  they  do? — I  think  it  is  about 
two  years  since  there  was  a  combined  effort  made  to  raise  the  average  price  of 
wheat,  and  consequently  to  lower  the  duty. 

1567.  Can  you  state  anything  on  that  subject? — It  was  undertaken  by  some 
very  extensive  merchants,  who  if  they  had  known  how  feeble  their  efforts  must 
prove  never  would  have  undertaken  it,  for  it  never  could  have  ended  in  anything 
but  loss  and  disappointment. 

1568.  As  it  did  ? — As  it  did,  certainly. 

1 569.  Can  you  state  what  it  was  they  did  ? — Yes. 

1570.  What  was  their  plan? — 1  never  was  let  into  the  secret;  but  it  must  of 
necessity  be,  that  a  common  fund  was  raised  to  pay  the  loss,  if  any  arose,  and 
they  simultaneously  bought  the  very  finest  wheats  they  could  find  in  the  different 
markets  of  England,  and  were  not  very  nice  about  the  price  ,they  paid  for  them, 
in  order  to  raise  the  average  price  and  diminish  the  duty.  They  carried  it  on 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  ttien  saw  what  a  hopeless  task  they  had  undertaken, 
and  they  abandoned  it,  losing  a  great  deal  of  money. 

1571.  Did  not  the  same  parties  also  on  that  occasion  do  this:  did  they  not 
send  agents  round  to  make  contracts  with  large  farmers  for  certain  quantities  of 
com  at  considerably  above  the  market  price,  and  get  the  farmer  to  sign  a  decla- 
ration of  his  willingness  to  deliver  at  such  a  time  corn  of  such  a  quality  at  such  a 
price ;  and  no  more  was  ever  heard  of  the  transaction,  and  those  returns  were 
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J,  Sandars,  Esq.     sent  in  to  the  country  inspectors  as  a  bondjide  transaction  ? — I  do  not  know  tbat 

of  my  own  knowledge  on  that  particular  occasion,  but  I  am  aware  that  suck 

27  May  1834.      practices  have  existed  on  other  occasions;  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  of  it. 

1572.  Should  you  say,  generally  speaking,  that  the  averages  were  fairly  taken? 
— Generally  speaking,  I  do  say  so. 

1573.  For  instance,  in  Wales  do  you  think  they  are  fairly  taken:  have  yoo 
never  heard  that  nine  bushels  were  returned  to  the  quarter  in  Wales  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  that  is  the  fact.  The  receiver  of  that  return  must  have  been  a  block- 
head, and  it  shows  the  necessity  of  a  receiver  of  com  returns  understanding  some^ 
thing  of  his  business  ;  if  he  saw  a  return  of  nine  bushels  to  the  quarter  made,  he 
would  reduce  the  quarter  to  eight  bushels. 

1574.  When  you  say  that  the  averages  are  fairly  taken,  should  the  Coounittee 
be  justified  in  inferring  this  from  your  statement :  that  if  you  are  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  any  market,  knowing  what  you  do  of  the  mode  of  taking  the  averages, 
and  saw  what  the  inspector  there  stated  to  be  the  average  of  the  week,  that  if 
you  sent  your  servant  to  market  with  corn  to  sell,  you  would  be  quite  satisfied  on 
his  bringing  you  that  sum  for  corn  of  the  quality  that  you  supposed  it  to  b^ 
answering  to  the  return  in  the  paper? — I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  present 
system  is  perfect ;  but  whatever  error  there  be,  it  is  a  consistent  error. 

1575*  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  it  is  a  consistent  error? — That  it  is 
uniform. 

1576.  Many  of  the  corn-markets  in  the  kingdom  are  ready-money  markets  ? 
— Yes. 

1577.  The  market  in  Liverpool  is  not  a  ready-money  market? — No. 

1578.  But  the  returns  of  your  Liverpool  market  enter  into  the  averages  as  if 
Liverpool  was  a  ready-money  market,  at  least  a  deduction  from  the  general 
average  is  made  on  that  account  ? — No :  the  averages  do  not  recognize  the  mode 
of  payment. 

1579.  ^^^  therefore  a  man  who  supposed  that  all  transactions  in  com  were  for 
ready  money,  would  be  misled  in  that  ? — Yes,  he  would. 

1580.  Have  you  never  heard  of  com  being  retumed  several  times  over,  and  so 
entering  into  the  averages  ? — Yes  ;  if  corn  is  sold  half  a  dozen  times  on  a  market 
day,  it  must  be  returned  half  a  dozen  times  in  a  dav,  and  very  properly,  as  the 
prices  may  vary  up  or  down  half  a  dozen  times  in  the  course  of  one  day ;  and  if 
you  want  to  come  at  the  tme  average,  you  must  take  all  the  transactions. 

1581.  And  it  is  frequently  done  so? — No,  not  very  frequently. 

1582.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  system  of  measuring  ? — Yes. 

1583.  Your  transactions  are  principally  confined  to  weight? — Yes,  they  are, 
as  regards  the  practice  of  Liverpool ;  but  I  am  conversant  with  the  practice  in 
other  parts,  having  lived  in  other  parts  where  measure  is  used. 

1584.  In  the  operation  of  measuring  corn,  considerable  difference  may  result 
from  its  being  performed  in  one  particular  manner  or  another,  may  it  not  ? — The 
circumstance  that  frauds  may  be  committed  in  measuring,  is  the  strongest  reason 
possible,  and  in  my  mind  the  only  reason,  why  an  alteration  should  take  place  in 
the  standard  from  measure  to  weight.  If  you  will  turn  a  skilful  measurer  into  a 
room  where  there  is  100  quarters  of  malt  measured  by  a  man  of  ordinary  skill, 
he  will  make  that  100  quarters  of  malt  turn  out  102  quarters,  or  perhaps  103  quar- 
ters ;  and  if,  instead  of  turning  in  a  skilful  measurer,  you  were  to  turn  in  a  clumsy 
measurer,  he  would  turn  that  100  quarters  of  malt  into  97  or  98. 

1585.  So  making  a  difference  of  five  or  six  per  cent  between  an  inexperienced 
and  bad  measurer,  and  an  experienced  and  good  one  ? — No  doubt ;  and  therefore 
measure  never  can  be  the  safest  criterion. 

1586.  Corn  that  is  not  of  the  first  quality,  by  being  removed  after  being  mea- 
sured, will  lose  bulk  considerably  ? — Corn  of  all  sorts  will  lose  more  or  less,  in 
proportion  to  its  quality. 

1587.  The  inferior  quality  loses  the  most? — Yes,  it  does. 

1 588.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  inconvenience  or  injury  you  would  apprehend 
from  any  change  of  the  law,  any  legislative  enactment  to  produce  uniformity?— 
There  would  be  no  inconvenience  whatever  in  producing  uniformity  of  weight, 
beyond  that  of  disturbing  habits. 

1589.  As  far  as  the  home  trade  is  concerned  ? — No,  none  at  all. 

1590.  But  as  far  as  the  foreign  trade  is  concerned,  you  would  unsettle  the 
whole  ? — No,  you  would  not. 

1591.  Are 
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1591.  Are  there  no  ineonveniences  resulting  from  the  present  diversities? —  J.  5««d«^,  Esq. 
There  are  no  practical  inconveniences.  .*— _— 

1592.  Would  you  not  infer  from  the  fact  of  the  diversities  that  some  incon-      ^^  ^^J  *^34« 
venience  would  result  to  an  ignorant  and  ill-educated  person  ? — No,  I  am  sure  it 

does  not. 

1593.  Would  not  your  statement,  that  no  inconvenience  resulted  from  the  ab- 
sence of  a  uniformity  of  measure,  admit  of  some  qualification,  not  as  far  as  a  corn- 
factor  was  concerned,  for  his  knowledge  would  lead  him  immediately  to  the  proper 
result,  but  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  a  farmer  was  concerned  it  must  have  that 
effect,  inasmuch  as  if  you  suppose  a  failing  crop  in  Scotland,  an  English  farmer 
would  have  no  means  of  knowing  to  what  extent  that  crop  had  failed  by  the 
prices  there  obtained  for  corn,  not  being  able  to  reduce  their  measures  to  those  to 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  sell  himself;  and  therefore  would  neither  know  whe- 
ther it  was  advantageous  to  sell  his  corn  or  to  withhold  it,  on  the  chance  of  the 
deficiency  in  that  quarter  raising  the  price  or  lowering  it? — I  should  say,  that 
the  farmers  in  the  midland  counties  were  perhaps  the  worst  judges  in  the  world 
of  what  effect  a  failure  of  the  .crop  in  either  Scotland  or  Ireland  would  have  on 
the  price  of  their  commodity;  the  persons  that  would  be  the  best  informed  on  that 
subject  would  be  the  merchants  in  London :  the  farmer  in  Ireland  or  Scotland 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  price  of  corn  in  any  of  the  midland  counties  of  Eng- 
land, because  London  represents  the  whole,  and  if  he  gets  hold  of  a  Londouf 
price  current  he  is  always  able  to  know  whether  the  value  of  his  com  is  rising  or 
failing. 

1594.  In  every-day  practice,  there  are  some  markets  very  distant  from  the 
metropolis  not  immediately  affected  by  the  prices  had  here ;  that  you  will  fre- 
quently see  when  corn  has  fallen  in  Mark-lane,  that  in  those  country  markets 
you  have  an  advance.  That  depends  exclusively  on  the  supply  and  demand  for 
the  district? — No;  if  London  advances,  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom  will ;  if 
London  falls,  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  fall  also.  If  you  mean  to  say, 
that  from  a  deficient  supply  in  any  small  isolated  place,  the  price  sometimes  rises, 
it  is  very  true  it  does. 

1 595.  The  connection  is  not  so  immediately  between  the  London  market  and 
many  of  the  distant  country  markets  that  you  would  theoretically  suppose  it  to 
be  ?— It  is  just  in  as  close  connection  as  the  number  of  hours  required  to  convey 
the  intelligence  by  mail. 

1596.  Do  you  think  it  of  no  importance  that  the  quotations  should  be  made 
intelligible  to  all  persons  concerned,  and  that  there  should  be  complete  in- 
formation as  to  the  state  of  the  markets  ? — The  quotations  are  always  intelligible  to 
all  persons  connected  with  the  trade,  and  who  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
matter. 

1 597.  When  you  say  all  persons  connected  with  the  trade,  do  you  include 
farmers  as  well  ? — Certainly. 

1598.  When  you  speak  of  no  change  being  necessary,  do  you  refer  to  the 
merchant  or  to  the  farmer? — To  both. 

1599.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  the  people  of  different  districts  should 
recur  to  the  ancient  dialects? — No,  no  more  than  I  think  they  should  return  to 
the  Heptarchy. 

1600.  Do  you  think  that  all  the  various  sorts  of  tokens  formerly  in  use  through- 
out the  country  should  be  brought  back,  and  each  part  of  the  country  should  have 
a  separate  currency  for  itself? — I  do  not  know  to  what  part  of  the  history  of  the 
currency  you  refer,  but  1  do  not  want  to  get  back  to  that  state  of  things  which 
existed  before  the  reform  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
desirable  to  see  any  change  whatever  in  the  value  of  the  currency. 

1601.  But  supposing  that  those  diversities  in  the  coinage  existed,  do  you  mean 
to  say  that  you  would  wish  to  preserve  the  diversities  rather  than  adopt  a  law 
which  would  produce  uniformity  ? — No ;  I  wish  most  distinctly  to  be  understood 
upon  that  subject :  I  am  opposed  to  any  change  on  this  question,  because  in  these 
times  of  transition,  when  almost  every  question  is  unsettled  or  about  to  be  un- 
settled, when  there  are  very  few  things  fixed  or  stationary,  I  would  oppose  any 
change  unless  there  was  a  very  urgent  necessity  made  out  for  it,  and  which  I 
contend  there  is  not  in  this  case. 

1 602.  You  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  you  would  rather  have 
abuses  fixed. and  stationary  than  have  uniformity ?-^No,  1  would  correct  all 
real  abuses. 

0.36.  B  3  1603.  Do 
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J.S9mkn,£Mi.        1603.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  advantageous  for  England  to  bave^as 

"-^"  Scotland  and  Ireland  have,  a  circulation  o(  iL  notes,  either  of  die  Bank  of  Eog- 

#7  May  1834.     imj^  restricted,  or  of  country  banks  from  the  Bank  of  England  ? — ^That  is  a  very 

wide  question,  it  would  require  a  great  deal  of  explanation  ;  but  with  regard  to 

the  ancient  coins  and  tokens,  their  weight  and  fineness  were  often  arbitrary  or 

unknown,  and  you  had  not  the  means  of  testing  their  value,  and  therefore  it  was 

'  an  evil  that  ought  to  have  been,  as  it  was,  abated  ;  but  the  analogy  does  not  hM 

good  in  reference  to  com,  because  you  have  the  means  now  of  testing  its  yalae 

by  the  existing  weights  and  measures. 

1 604.  Do  you  think  it  good  that  the  merchant  of  one  place  should  have  one 
custom  of  trade,  and  the  merchant  of  another  place  in  the  same  country  a  dif- 
ferent custom  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  is  good,  but  there  are  no  bad  consequences 
arise  out  of  it. 

1605.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  of  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  should 
be  governed  by  different  laws  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 606.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  is  good  that  all  the  people  of  the  same  country 
should  have  one  standard  of  law,  of  coins  or  currency,  of  a  general  system  of 
weights  and  measures,  and  of  standards  for  particular  purposes? — As  an 
abstract  question,  I  answer  that  it  m  ould  be  desirable ;  but  I  should  like  to 
qualify  it:  that  as  far  as  regards  weights  and  measures  we  have  a  safe  and 
practicable  standard. 

1607.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  skill  or  knowledge 
of  administering  the  law  and  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  would  be  greatly  increased, 
if  the  country  were  divided  into  different  localities,  governed  by  different  laws 
and  practices  ? — I  am  not  maintaining  that  it  is  desirable  to  go  from  good  to  bad, 
if  that  is  what  is  inferred  by  the  question  ;  it  would  be  a  matter  of  very  great 
public  inconvenience  to  resort  to  such  a  course. 

1608.  Then  if  it  be  the  general  principle,  do  you  not  think  it  desirable  that 
the  standard  should  be  uniform  in  the  case  of  an  article  so  valuable  and  of  such 
universal  request  as  com  is  ? — I  maintain  that  we  have  a  safe  standard  now. 

1609.  Will  you  state  the  reasons  why  a  uniformity  of  standard  should  not  be 
prescribed? — Because  the  size  and  weight  of  weights  and  measures  are  as  noto- 
rious over  the  whole  of  this  kingdom  as  any  other  facts,  and  they  are  easily 
come  at  and  easily  ascertained.  If  this  country  were  going  to  be  broken  up  into 
sections,  and  the  administration  of  its  laws  were  to  be  confined  to  certain  indi- 
viduals, there  is  a  great  chance  that  they  would  be  very  incorrectly  adminis- 
tered, and  perhaps  the  same  law  might  not  be  administered  in  every  section. 

1610.  What  is  there  in  the  case  of  com  that  takes  it  out  of  the  general 
principle:  you  allow  that  it  is  desirable  that  uniformity  should  exist  in  every 
other  thing,  but  with  regard  to  com,  a  commodity  so  valuable  and  in  such 
universal  request,  you  do  not  think  it  desirable  that  uniformity  should  exist ;  now 
the  Committee  wish  to  know  what  you  think  there  is  in  com  to  take  it  out  of 
the  general  principle  ? — I  have  answered,  that,  as  a  general  principle,  uniforauty 
is  good. 

1611.  But  the  Committee  wish  to  know  what  there  is  with  regard  10  this  com- 
modity that  should  take  it  out  of  that  general  principle  ? — There  is  nothing  bat 
this :  that  the  people  are  now  in  certain  habits,  and  they  have  made  certwi 
arrangements,  which  would  all  be  disturbed  and  broken  up.  It  is  a  mere  specu- 
lative  grievance,  and  not  a  practical  grievance. 

161 2.  Do  you  not  think  it  desirable  that  uniformity  should  exist,  provided  no 
great  inconvenience  would  result  from  the  change  ? — Certainly. 

1613.  Then  can  you  state  what  inconvenience  would  result  from  the  change? 
— I  should  know  what  the  change  is  to  be,  before  I  can  answer  that  question. 

1614.  Have  you  any  other  remarks  to  make? — There  is  something  I  shoald 
like  to  add  to  an  answer  I  gave  before,  with  regard  to  the  best  test  of  the  value 
of  corn.  The  specific  gravity  of  com  is  the  best  test  of  its  value,  and  when 
samples  of  bulks  are  exnibited  and  sold  by  weight  no  reference  to  measure  is 
necessary,  every  buyer  and  seller  knowing  from  his  skill  that  every  variation  in 
quality  is  attended  with  a  variation  of  weight  and  consequently  of  value,  but 
when  this  variation  of  weight  has  to  be  defined  a  comparison  of  two  equal  bulks 
or  measures  must  be  resorted  to  ;  but  this  definition  never  takes  place  in  ordinary 
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transactions  by  weight,  excepting  the  parties  challenge  each  other's  judgment  to     J-  SandarSf  Esq. 
decide  the  matter  as  a  wager  is  decided.     If  a  change  is  to  be  made,  I  recom-  ■   ■ 

mend  that  weight  be  adopted,  leaving  to  both  buyers  and  sellers  their  own       *7  May  1834. 
method  of  ascertaining  the  comparative  weight  per  measure,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Imperial  bushel  will  always  be  employed. 

1615.  You  stated  just  now  that  very  little  practical  good  would  be  derived  by 
substituting  the  selling  of  com  by  weight  instead  of  measure  j  what  effect  do  you 
think  it  would  have  with  resard  to  attaining  greater  correctness  in  taking  the 
average,  if  you  were  to  substitute  weight  for  measure  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would 
make  much  difference. 

Charles  Thomas  DunleoiCj  Esq.  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1616.  YOU  reside  at  Liverpool? — ^Yes.  C.T.Dunkvie, Esq. 

1617.  What  is  your  occupation? — A  Corn-factor  there.  — 

1618.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  Ireland  ? — I  am. 

1619.  Do  you  know,  either  from  your  own  knowledge  or  from  the  representa*- 
tions  of  others,  what  the  course  of  dealing  is  between  the  grower  and  the  mer- 
chant?— The  course  of  dealing  is  by  weight ;  by  the  stone  of  I4lb8.  or  the  cwt 
The  scale  varies  in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  but  all  transactions  are  governed  by 
weight. 

1620.  Can  you  detail  the  course  of  dealing  exactly  between  the  grower  and 
the  merchant  ? — The  weights  ? 

1621.  Not  merely  the  weights,  but  the  course  of  dealing  between  the  grower 
and  the  merchant  ? — I  have  already  sjatcd  it. 

:|622.  But  the  Committee  wish  to  know  the  exact  course  of  dealing? — ^The 
merchant  buys  from  the  farmer  sometimes  by  the  cwt.  and  sometimes  by  the  stone 
ofi4lbs. 

1623.  Do  you  know  the  course  of  dealing  between  the  Irish  and  the  English 
merchant?— Yes;  the  course  of  dealing  between  the  Irish  and  the  English  mer- 
chant is  this  :  the  Irish  exporter  exports  in  barrels,  a  barrel  of  wheat  containing 
280  lbs.,  a  barrel  of  oats  containing  196 lbs.,  a  barrel  of  barley  224lbs.,  and  a  bar- 
rel of  beans  28olbs. ;  and  flour  generally  by  the  sack  of  280  lbs. 

1624.  Does  the  difference  in  the  tale  or  rate  of  weight  in  Ireland,  and  that  in 
use  at  Liverpool,  give  rise  to  any  difficulty  or  inconvenience  in  business  ? — To 
people  experienced  in  the  trade,  it  gives  no  inconvenience;  to  those  not 
acquainted  with  it,  it  must  give  some. 

1625*  What  have  been  the  imports  of  all  kinds  of  grain  into  Liverpool  during  the 
last  four  years  ? — ^The  import  of  all  sorts  of  grain  into  Liverpool  during  the  last  four 
years  were,  in  the  year  1830,  of  wheat,  508,000  quarters ;  in  1831,  709,500  quar- 
ters ;  in  1832,  498,900  quarters  ;  in  1833,  469,500.quarters;' total  in  four  years, 
2,185,900  quarters.     Of  oats,  1830,  463,000  quarters;  in  1831,  418,700  quar- 
ters; in  1832,  422,500  quarters ;  in  1833,  358,500  quarters;  total  four  years, 
1,662,700  quarters.     Of  barley,  1830,  77,400  quarters;  in  1831,  67,900  quar- 
ters;   in   1032,  49,300  quarters;  in   1833,  60,000  quarters;  total  four  years, 
255,200  quarters.    Of  rye,  in  1830, 15,600  quarters  ;  in  J  831,  40,30.0  quarters ;  in 
1832,  270  quarters ;  in  1833,  500  quarters.     Of  beans,  in  1830,  35,000  quarters; 
in  1831,  26,600  quarters ;  in  1832,  24,200  quarters ;  in  1833,  33,700  quarters; 
total  four  years,   119,500  quarters.     Of  peas,  in  1830,  9,300  quarters;  in  1831, 
12,100  quarters;  in  1832,  2,400  quarters;  in  1833,  6,500  quarters;  total  four 
years,  30,300  quarters.    Of  malt,  in  1830,  75,000  quarters;  in  1831,  83,200  quar- 
ters; in  1832,   77,400  quarters;   in   1833,  114,500  quarters;  total  four  years, 
350,100  quarters.     Of  meal  240  lbs.,  in  1830,  109,000  loads;  in  1831,  146^000 
loads;    in    1832,  172,300   loads;    in    1833,   216,000  loads;  total  four  years, 
643,300  loads.     Of  sacks  of  flour  per  280  lbs.,  in  1830,  94,500  sacks  ;  in  1831, 
93,300  sacks  ;  in  1832,  183,800  sacks;  in  1833,  304,000  sacks;  total  four  years, 
675,600  sacks.     Of  American  flour  per  barrel    196 lbs.  net,  in  1830,  283,000 
barrels;  in    1831,  653,000  barrels;  in    1832,  67,000  barrels ;  in  1833,  SMop 
barrels ;  total  in  four  years,  1,061,000  barrels. 

1626.  Have  you  made  any  calculation  of  what  part  of  that  corn  comes  from 
Ireland  ? — I  have.     The  quantity  of  wheat  imported  from  Ireland  and  other  placeg 
is  specified  in  this  statement,  viz. : 
•    o.$6.  R  4 
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Irdand. 

Coastways  and 
IsleofBiao; 

Europe. 

America. 

total; 

1830. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Wheat       - 

306,000 

74,000 

198,000 

30,800 

508,000 

Oats          .        -        . 

376,000 

43,100 

44,100 

. 

463,000 

Barley       -        -        - 

24,800 

37,300 

25.300 

- 

77400 

Rye           .        -        . 

600 

9433 

5.600 

- 

15.600 

Beans        -        -        - 

9.200 

20400 

5.400 

- 

35.000 

Peas          ... 

1,800 

1,100 

6,400 

- 

9.300 

Malt         -        . 

1,600 
Loads. 

59.000 

- 

"• 

75.000 

Meal         -        .        - 

108,000 

1,225 

. 

- 

109,000  loads. 

Flour         -        -        - 

Sicks. 
89,500 

5,000 

Barrels. 
M37 

Barrels. 
282,500  («^) 

r94.500  sacks, 
4^283,000  barrels. 

1831. 

Qrt. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Wheat       - 

270,000 

36,500 

277,000 

126,0000 

709,500 

Oats 

360,000 

17.500 

40,500 

700 

418,700 

Barley 

21,000 

3«.8oo 

14,100 

- 

67,900 

Rye           ... 

500 

1,000 

20,000 

1,180 

40,300 

Beand        ... 

6,900 

16,000 

3,300 

400 

26,600 

Peas          ... 

1,600 

2,900 

7,600 

. 

12,100 

Malt         -        .        - 

6,700 
Loads. 

76,500 

- 

83,200 

Meal         -        . 

145,000 

1,100 

- 

. 

146,000  loads. 

Flour         .        .        - 

Sacks. 
89,000 

4.300 

8,000 

Barrels. 
645,000(0 

f  93.300  sacks. 
1653,000  barrels. 

1832. 

Qri. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Wheat      -        .        . 

403.000 

33.000 

18,100 

44.8oo(<») 

498,900 

Oats 

394>ooo 

28,000 

- 

500 

422^00 

Barley       -        .        - 

17,300 

26,700 

5.300 

- 

49,300 

Rye  .... 

275 

- 

- 

" 

275 

Beans        -        -        - 

9,400 

7,800 

7,000 

24,200 

Peas          ... 

1.300 

500 

600 

- 

2400 

Malt 

6400 

Loads. 

71,000 

.       * 

- 

77400 

Meal 

170,000 

2,300 

.                 m 

. 

1 72,300  loads. 

Flour        ... 

Sacks. 
180,000 

Sacks. 
S.80O 

Barrels. 
18,000 

Barrels. 

49»oooe) 

r  183,800  sacks. 
\  67,000  barrels. 

1888. 

Qn. 

Qrs. 

Qrs, 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Wheat      ... 

393.000 

3«.500 

44,000 

57.6oo(0 

469,500 

Oats          ... 

326,000 

32^00 

- 

. 

358,500 

Barley       ... 

17,600 

40,500 

2,500 

. 

60,600 

Rye  - 

600 

- 

- 

. 

500 

Beans        -        -        - 

14>500 

6,600 

2,600 

. 

33.700 

Peas          ... 

1,700 

2,500 

2,300 

. 

6,500 

Mtlt         -       *       . 

3.800 

Loads. 

76,500 
Loads. 

- 

114,500 

Meal         -       - 

192,000 

8400 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks. 

Sacks. 

Barrels. 

Barrels  Canada. 

r2 16,00a  loads. 

Flour 

296,000 

8,200 

17,000 

41,000 

<  304,000  sacks. 
[  58,000  barrels. 

(0 1,951  of  wbicb  Canada.        (^)  f  ,000  quarters  U.  S. ;  1,506  quarters  Canada.        («)  645,500  qnarteis  U.  S. 
(^)  Quarters  Canada.        («)  41,800  U.  S. ;  7,f00  Canada.        (^ )  57,400  Canada  qaarters. 

1627.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  the  imports  from  America  and  from 
Ireland  bear  to  those  from  other  places  ? — Upon  the  average  of  ordinary  years, 
from  Ireland  it  is  decidedly  greater  than  from  all  other  places. 

1628-9.  Is  it  two  or  three  to  one,  or  what? — I  should  say,  on  an  average  of 
years,  three  to  one. 

1630.  Will  you  state  in  detail  the  process  of  weighing,  as  it  is  practised  at 
Liverpool  ? — After  a  vessel  gets  to  a  proper  berth  of  discharge,  we  send  down  a 
certain  number  of  men  sufficient  to  discharge  the  ship,  and  they  then  hoist  up  the 
corn  in  sacks  from  the  hold  of  the  ship,  and  weigh  the  com  generally  on  the 
deck  of  the  vessel. 

1631.  How  many  men  are  employed? — If  it  be  bonded  corn,  where  the  same 

must 
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must  be  measured  by  the  quarter,  two  men  are  employed  for  bushelling  and  carry-   C.T.Dunfevie,lLw{. 

ing,  two  for  holding  sacks,  one  for  trimming  in  the  hold  of  the  ship ;  and  on  going  ■ 

into  the  warehouse,  one  man  is  employed  to  take  in,  one  to  truck  the  sacks,  two      ^7  May  1834, 

for  starting  and  trimming  the  corn,  five   for  hoisting.     The  number  of  men 

employed  would  be  14  for  discharging  and  taking  into  the  warehouse,  and  perhaps 

it  miplit  vary  with  an  additional  man,  according  to  the  height  of  the  rooms  in  the 

warehouse. 

1632.  And  the  expense  of  that  would  be? — The  expense  of  that  would  be 
about  8/,  for  discharging,  and  the  cartage  to  the  warehouse  about  10/.  8^.  That 
is  the  scale  by  measure  for  the  Custom-house.  By  weighing  there  would  be 
very  little  difierence ;  we  might  require  a  man  more  ;  but  I  think  that  the  saving 
ive  should  have  in  time  by  being  enabled  to  work  longer,  would  counterbalance 
the  difference  of  expense ;  they  will  not  allow  us  to  work  after  four  o'clock : 
therefore  I  think  there  would  be  very  little  difference  between  weighing  and  mea- 
suring in  point  of  expense. 

1633.  What  description  of  men  do  you  employ? — Common  porters,  and  ware- 
housemen to  direct  them. 

1634.  Does  anybody  attend  to  check  them? — The  warehousemen  employed 
generally  attend.  We  have  a  weigher  for  the  express  purpose,  who  puts  down 
everything  in  the  weigh  book. 

1635.  Can  you  state  any  further  particulars  with  the  regard  to  the  process? — 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  further  particulars  upon  that  point 

1636.  Do  you  think  it  of  any  practical  use  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
throughout  the  country  ? — I  do  think  it  would  be  of  practical  use  to  have  one 
uniform  system. 

1637.  What  system  would  you  recommend? — A  uniform  weight,  as  being  more 
honest  and  less  liable  to  fraud  than  measure. 

1638.  Will  you  state  the  grounds  of  your  preference? — Measure  is  liable  to 
fraud  by  the  skilfulness  or  the  unskilfulness  of  the  men  employed  to  measure. 
And  here,  if  the  Committee  wish,  I  will  endeavour  to  save  their  valuable  time  by 
showing  them  a  small  machine  that  I  have  for  testing  the  quality  of  corn,  and  that 
will  at  once  prove  to  the  Committee  the  power  of  a  skilful  measurer  over  a 
bungling  measurer,  so  that  the  Committee  can  judge  for  themselves. 

[The  IVitness  produced  an  instrument  called  a  Chondrometer^  and  loeighed  a 
sample  of  oats j  which  when  struck  fairly  was  40,  Imt  when  struck  unfairly 
could  be  made  41  J  or  38  }.] 

1639.  What  is  the  difference  in  measuring  between  striking  the  corn  with  the 
flat  end  and  the  roller? — It  will  depend  on  the  description  of  com. 

1640.  Is  not  there  another  inconvenience  arising  from  measure,  that  in  one 
part  of  the  country  a  strickle  is  used,  and  in  another  a  roller  is  used? — I  have 
heard  it  stated  so,  but  I  do  not  know  the  fact;  I  know  very  little  about  measure, 
further  than  the  practical  part  in  my  own  business  is  concerned. 

1641.  And  if  that  be  the  case,  is  it  not  necessary  that  hefore  you  purchase 
corn  you  should  know  whether  the  practice  is  to  use  the  strickle  or  the  roller? — 
I  should  look  mainly  to  the  honesty  of  the  individuals  with  whom  I  had  the  trans- 
action. I  think  for  my  own  part  that  the  strickle  is  fairer,  because  the  roller  in 
the  hands  of  an  expert  man  might  be  managed  so  as  to  press  down  the  corn. 

1642.  Will  the  same  difference  be  shown  by  measuring  wheat  by  that  instru- 
ment as  in  measuring  oats? — ^There  will  be  a  difference;  but  it  applies  to  all 
descriptions  of  grain  sold  by  measure. 

1643.  I^  ^^^^  ^  machine  which  is  used  at  all  by  large  dealers  in  corn  ? — Yes, 
by  some. 

1644.  At  Liverpool? — Yes. 

1645.  Generally  used,  is  it? — I  have  used  a  similar  one  for  years,  and  have 
known  several  others  who  have  always  used  it. 

1646.  Is  it  a  machine  upon  which  you  can  rely  sufficiently  for  conducting  large 
transactions  in  corn  ?— I  have  scarcely  ever  found  it  err  on  the  general  weight 
I  have  expected, a  cargo  to  be;  when  my  men  have  given  me  their  report,  I  have 
checked  their  report  with  a  machine  like  that,  which  1  keep  in  my  office. 

1647.  Then  if  you  use  that,  you  do  apply  the  test  both  of  weight  and  mea- 
sure ? — No  question  of  it.  I  contend  that  weight  and  measure  are  now  in  full 
operation  in  many  parts. 

[  The  Witness  weighed  a  sample  of  wheats  which  when  struck  fairly  was  6 1 ,  and 
when  struck  ur^airly  might  be  62  or  60,  as  the  case  might  be.] 
0.36.  s  1648.  Making 
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C.T.Dnnievie.Es^.  164^.  Making  a  differeoee  of  how  much  per  cent.  ?— Making  a  dtfferolce  ^ 
— — — — — ^  nearly  3  per  cent.  I  produce  this  to  show  fraud  in  measuring,  and  uae  it  as 
37  Way  1834.     a  test  of  the  quality  of  the  com. 

1649.  I^  ^^^^  y^^  should  say  you  produce  one  part  of  the  machine  to  shov 
fraud  in  measuring,  but  the  whole  machine  in  order  to  show  the  system  at  present 
in  use  in  Liverpool  ? — Yes,  with  several  houses. 

1650.  But  when  these  two  are  put  together,  does  not  one  enable  you  to  detect 
fraud  in  the  other  r — No,  I  do  not  coticeive  that ;  it  enables  me  to  show  to  this 
Committee  that  in  the  hands  of  an  experienced  man  the  measurer  can  evidently 
defraud  the  individual  if  be  is  so  disposed,  either  by  taking  too  much  in  measnra 
or  giving  too  little. 

1651.  But  then  the  weight  would  also  show  a  difference? — ^The  weight  would 
apply  entirely  to  the  quality  of  the  com. 

1652.  But  supposing  that  a  skilful  measurer  bad  made  a  difference  in  the  mear 
sure,  the  difference  would  also  be  shown  in  the  weight?— No  question. 

1653.  And  therefore  it  would  be  a  safeguard  against  fraud? — Inasmuch  as 
the  quantity  would  be  more  or  less. 

1654.  ^ould  not  the  use  of  this  instrument  itself  be  open  to  as  much  fraud  as 
the  management  of  the  filling  a  bushel  of  grain  ? — On  a  minor  scale. 

1655.  It  might  lead  to  the  same  results  of  fraud? — Certainly. 

1656.  But  you  do  not  mean  that  the  use  of  the  whole  machine  would?— I 
merely  keep  that  for  my  own  satisfaction,  and  with  a  view  of  preventing  myself 
from  being  defrauded,  if  such  should  be  attempted. 

1657.  If  you  thought  there  was  as  much  fraud  practised  in  the  use  of  this 
instrument  as  in  the  system  of  measuring,  which  you  have  already  condemned, 
you  would  not  use  it  any  longer  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

1658.  As  a  test  of  the  accuracy  of  this  instrument,  does  not  the  purchase  oc 
seller  of  corn,  but  the  purchaser  particularly,  always  go  to  the  bulk  of  the  com 
and  try  the  Imperial  measure  ;  that  is,  he  will  not  rely  entirely  upon  this  ?— No, 
certainly  not. 

1659.  '^  ^s  merely  meant  as  a  test? — As  I  have  already  stated. 

1660.  Supposing  that  a  certain  quantity  of  com  of  a  given  weight  was  engaged 
to  be  sold,  would  the  chondrometer,  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  parties  who  had  an 
interest  in  deceiving,  be  a  certain  test  of  the  weight  and  measure  ? — No. 

1661.  Do  you  think  that  farmers  in  general  stand  upon  fair  terms  with  a  slul- 
ful  corn-dealer  in  measuring  their  com  ? — I  do  npt. 

1662*^  Do  you  think  that  if  com  were  sold  universally  by  weight  instead  of  mea- 
sure, that  the  farmer  would  stand  on  better  terms  with  respect  to  that  point  ?'-^ 
I  think  it  would  be  more  advantageous  for  the  farmer  to  sell  his  corn  by  weight 
than  by  measure,  for  this  reason,  that  weight  is  less  liable  to  fraud  than  measure. 

1663.  But  do  not  you  think  that  the  use  of  this  instmment  by  the  principal 
corn-dealers  in  Liverpool,  shows  that  they  would  have  no  confidence  in  any  pur- 
chase of  com  in  which  reference  was  not  had  to  measure  as  well  as  ta  weight?— 
Upon  a  specific  contract  to  deliver  wheat  at  a  certain  weight  per  Imperial  bushel, 
we  could  have  no  other  way  of  testing  the  correctness  of  that  contract  than  by 
the.  weight  of  that  bushel. 

1664.  Is  there  reason  to  apprehend  that  an  alteration  in  the  law  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  inconvenience? — I  do  not  see  the  inconvenience  that  could  ariae 
from  a  unik^rm  system. 

1665.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  the  change  may  be  made  most  palatable  to 
the  parties  concerned  ? — Weight. 

1666.  How  would  you  propose  that  should  be? — I  propose,  that  upon  the 
average  of  the  corn  grown  in  this  country  and  imported  into  this  country,  that 
60  lbs.  per  bushel  would  be  a  fair  thing  for  wheat,  say  480  lbs.,  approximating  as 
near  as  we  possibly  can  to  our  present  Imperial  quarter ;  480  lbs.  weight  fo( 
wheat;  from  400  lbs.  to  408  lbs.  for  barley;  320  lbs.  for  oats;  beans  and  peas 
the  same  as  wheat,  480  lbs.  each ;  I  should  also  say,  about  40  lbs.  weight  for 
malt* 

1667.  Will  the  change  injure  anybody;  who,  when,  and  how? — The  change 
to  weight? 

i668.  Yes? — It  would  injure  knaves  and  scoundrels,  who  make  money  by  folse 
measure,  or  by  trick  in  measure. 

1669.  ^^^  ^  ^^t  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  a  plan  which  would 
make  either  weight  or  measure  the  standard  of  quantity,  and  publication  of  the 

weight 
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weight  per  nteasure  the  standard  of  quality  in  the  quotations,  in  order  to  give  with  c.T.Dunlevie,\i«qi 
the  price  the  best  possible  information  of  the  value  of  corn? — As  a  mercantile  ■■■■'• 

man  I  have  no  objection,  provided  weight  were  substituted,  to  give  the  quotation      a?  May  1834- 
80  much  per  480  lbs.  weighing  so  much  per  Imperial  measure ;  but  I  think  that  if 
it  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  generally,  the  inspectors  of  corn  returns  might 
make  those  returns,  and  a  column  might  be  kept  the  same  as  there  is  in  this 
return,  which  is  published  in  the  Gazette. 

1670.  What  is  this  return?— It  embraces  the  maritime  returns. 

1671.  Where  do  you  procure  this  from? — I  get  it  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
every  week. 

[The  same  is  as  follows ;] 

REPORT  of  the  Number  of  Quarters  and  the  Average  Price  of  Corn  and  Graiw  sold  in  the  several  Counties 
otEftgland  and  (FaUsf  (comprising  the  150  Towns  named  in  the  Act  of  9  Geo.  4,  c.  6o)»  which  governs  Duty. 

Week  ended  May  16th,  1834. 


_ 

WHEAT. 

BARLEY. 

OATS. 

RYE. 

BEANS. 

PEAS. 

Qoarters 

Average 

Quarter* 

Arerage 

Qaartrn 

Average 

Quarters 

Average 

Quarters 

Average 

Quarters 

Average 

<■ 

SOUL 

Price. 

sold. 

Price. 

Mid. 

Price. 

Mid. 

Price, 

Mid. 

Price. 

sold. 

Price. 

London  -        -        - 

6,333 

50/8 

J, 639 

S8/1I 

20,584 

30/7 

•      . 

«       • 

1,216 

33/" 

149 

35/8 

0xbridge 

886 

56/5 

25 

99/ 

95 

2l/2 

9 

95/6 

23 

34/4 

4 

3!( 

Hertfordshire - 

M91 

48/6 

449 

30/4 

10 

18/ 

6 

99/7 

10 

35/9 

3 

36/ 

Guildford 

385 

57/» 

-      - 

15 

22/ 

— 

Essex     ... 

1,671 

5>/6 

946 

a6/ii 

928 

21/1 

72 

98/5 

364 

39/1 

57 

33/10 

Kent      - 

1,030 

51/10 

946 

30/ 

163 

^Hl 

»            m 

- 

30 

31/ 

5 

37/ 

Sussex  -        .        - 

905 

49/3 

34 

98/8 

s8i 

•9/8 

- 

- 

50 

31/3 

4 

37/1 

Bedford          -        . 

399 

47/5 

141 

aS/u 

361 

'y/J 

- 

- 

21 

36/ 

Berkshire 

842 

55/5 

34 

97/1 1 

191 

93/8 

• 

•               m 

14 

37/10 

— 

Aylesbury 

31 

45/7 

44 

99/4 

47 

22/1 

- 

- 

75 

33/4 

^ 

Oxford  ... 

T^95 

47/" 

68 

99/4 

209 

21/6 

- 

- 

39 

36/5 

— 

Huntingdon   - 
Cambridgeshire 

512 

46/6 

31 

36/10 

133 

18/1 

- 

- 

68 

39/4 

5 

34/ 

«,103 

46/6 

305 

96/3 

>.897 

17/1 

- 

- 

660 

33/7 

91 

37/' 0 

Suffolk  . 

4,389 

49/« 

s,8i8 

97/4 

195 

91/9 

20 

30/ 

381 

Si/i 

16 

33/3 

Norfolk  . 

4,706 

47/4 

S,30Z 

a6/io 

197 

20/11 

• 

111 

34/ 

.. 

Lincolnshire  - 

5,160 

45/5 

583 

fl8/io 

9,902 

18/9 

6 

31/4 

985 

35/1 



Yorkshire 

10,567 

45/9 

3,564 

99/8 

9,833 

19/1 

143 

37/ 

1,487 

35/9 

2 

54/ 

Durham         •        - 

1,135 

44/" 

60 

30/ 

3G9 

'9^5 

■i     • 

97 

39/1 

^ 

Northumberland      - 

3,798 

43/ 

671 

34/u 

1,784 

17/6 

•    44 

34/4 

9 

«5/« 

•« 

Cumberland   - 

297 

■5-2/6 

lOO 

95/ 

306 

9 1/3 

7 

44/ 

Westmorland 

103 

50/11 

»7 

^98/ 

167 

99/8 

3 

39/4 

— 

Cheshire 

565 

47/9 

177 

99/1 

3 

41/1 

— 

I^ncashire 

a,033 

45/4 

79 

«9/9 

4,609 

23/8 

• 

is8 

39/ 

— 

Derby    ... 

35 

49/7 

i» 

— 

Nottmghamshire     - 

1,208 

48/3 

80^ 

'31/6 

460 

20/10 

- 

139 

W6 

— 

Leicestershire 

343 

47/7 

280 

99/11 

"9 

94/ 

• 

67 

37/" 

^ 

Nordiampton 

836 

46/3 

387 

98/9 

376 

93/10 

10 

30/ 

188 

36/ 

10 

3P/ 

Warwickshire 

937 

49/» 

».««5 

39/9 

1,793 

91/3 

955 

39/>o 

3 

40/8 

Worcester 

576 

47/10 

73 

98/9 

- 

- 

- 

17 

38/8 

— 

Warminster    - 

638 

50/1 

44» 

150 

21/ 

• 

18 

39/ 

— 

J>enbighshire  - 

94 

46/7 

36 

97/9 

98 

90/2 

•» 

Carnarvon 

110 

48/ 

87 

93/9 

910 

17/4 

— 

Haverfordwest 

9 

39/5 

9 

18/8 

156 

16/9 

..^ 

Carmarthen    - 

94 

44/ 

■i                  * 

- 

469 

16/2 

— 

Cardiff  - 

60 

8^ 

53 

98/5 

— 

Gloucestershire 

1,093 

955 

96/10 

10 

20/6 

- 

•      • 

50 

«6/6 

— 

Somerset 

1,287 

49/9 

3»« 

98/3 

616 

18/9 

- 

- 

104 

34/8 

-^ 

Mcmmouthshire 

232 

48/a 

108 

98/6 

— 

Devon    ... 

Si 

51/ 

369 

95/4 

100 

18/7 

— . 

Cornwall 

54/> 

196 

97/8 

36 

93/6 

«-. 

Dorset  -        -        - 

774 

6«/l 

349 

97/1 

90s 

99/4 

- 

- 

14 

37/ 

1 

36/ 

Hanfei    -        -        - 

»,575 

50/4 

817 

98/3 

636 

'9/6 

- 

■« 

14 

35/5 

— 

Imperial  Weekly      1 
Average     -        •/ 

59^47 

47/" 

»9,709 

98/4 

49,579 

19/9 

330 

33/7 

5,999        34/5 

283 

35/7 

Aggregate  Average^ 

of  the  Six  Weeks, 
which       regulate 
l>uty.        -        -J 

- 

48/ 

- 

s8/3 

- 

i8/io 

-     - 

39/5 

-       - 

33/6 

«  • 

34/4 

Dat  J  on  Foreign  Com 

•         • 

38/8 

- 

19/10 

- 

19/9 

-     - 

91/3 

-       - 

19/9 

18/3 

^0.36. 
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C.T.Dunkvie.IjbQ,  1672.  Whence  do  you  derive  the  information  respecting  the  importation  of 
.— — —  corn  ? — From  the  Custom-house  reports,  and  books  that  I  keep  for  the  express 
S7Mayi834r      purpose.' 

1673.  And  from  calculations  made? — From  calculations  made,  it  being  quite 
essential. for  me  to  have  as  perfect  a  knowledge  of  import,  export  and  tjtock  as 
I  can'  obtain,  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  my  friends. 
'  '  1674,  What  inference  do  you  draw  from  those  calculations? — They  afford  data 

upon  which  I  can  form  opinion ;  and  they  show  to  this  Committee  the  growbg 
importance  of  Liverpool  as  a  corn  port. 

1675.  Do  you  think  that  if  such  information  was  published  through  .the  agency 
of  the  inspector,  it  would  lead  to  the  universal  reference  to  weight  per  measure 
as  the  standard  of  quality  in  all  dealings  in  corn  ? — I  think  it  might  have  that 
tendency  ultimately. 

1676.  You  prefer  weight,  however,  as  a  test  of  quantity? — I  look  upon  measore 
to  be  quantity,  and  weight  to  be  the  test  of  quality ;  but  if  I  understand  the 
question,  a  package  containing  480  lbs.  of  wheat  might  not  weigh  more  than 
56  lbs.  to  57  lbs.  per  imperial  bushel,  or  it  might  be  61  lbs.  to  62  lbs. 

1677.  Weight  or  measure  alone  will  give  no  test  of  the  quality  ? — Weight  is  the 
test  of  quality.  .     . 

1678.  Do  you  object  to  the  absolute  weight  of  wheats,  say  a  hundred-weight, 
without  reference  to  measure  ? — I  myself  do  not  object  to  weight  in  any  shape, 
but  I  am  sure  the  major  part  of  the  trade  in  Liverpool  would  iiot  like  to 
leave  their  70  lbs.  for  112  lbs.,  while  I  think  they  would  have  no  objection  to 
480  lbs. 

1679.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  reason  of  the  Liverpool  trade  fixing  as  a 
standard  70  lbs.  ? — 1  dp  not  know,  but  I  have  met  somewhere  in  the  course  of  my 
reading,  that  by  some  very  old  Act  of  Parliament  (long  before  Liverpool  and 
Ireland  became  so  intimately  acquainted),  probably  in  1390  or  1391,  that  Li- 
verpool, or  in  other  words,  Lancashire,  had  a  preference  over  all  other  [larts  of 
England  upon  a  greater  portion  of  weight ;  that  it  was  allowed  to  indulge  in  a 
larger  portion  of  weight,  but  from  what  cause  I  know  not.  Without^  however,  any 
reference  to  that  Act,  now  that  Ireland  and  Liverpool  are  so  intimately  connected, 
I  think  that  Liverpool  would  not  wish  to  change  to  measure  whilst  Ireland 
conducts  her  trade  with  Liverpool  by  weight. 

1680.  Is  weight  or  measure  the  more  liable  to  fraud? — Measure,  in  my 
opinion,  is  the  more  liable  to  fraud. 

1681.  Are  you  acquainted  intimately  with  the  system  of  measuring  ?— No, 
not  intimately  acquainted,  because  we  measure  so  very  little  in  Liverpool. 

1682.  You  do  not  speak  to  the  system  of  measure  of  your  own  knowledge?— 
I  do  not. 

1683.  Is  weight  or  measure  the  most  accurate? — Weight. 

1684.  Which  is  the  most  accurate  as  to  the  quantity  of  flour  that  will  beob- 
tained  from  a  given  quantity  of  corn,  weight  or  measure? — Weight,  I  should  say. 

1685.  Is  the  quantity  of  flour  that  will  be  produced  from  a  given  quantity  of 
wheat,  the  real  standard  of  its  value? — It  is  the  best  criterion  of  the  value 
of  wheat 

1686.  Therefore  weight  is  the  best  criterion  of  the  real  value  of  the  com  sold? 
— Most  assuredly. 

1687.  Which  is  most  expensive,  weight  or  measure? — There  is  very  little  dif- 
ference of  expense,  a  mere  trifle  in  fact,  in  either  discharging  or  delivering:  it 
makes  a  difference  of  about  a  man's  wages  per  day. 

1688.  Which  would  consume  the  most  time? — Measuring  might  be  rather 
more  quickly  performed  than  weighing. 

1689.  Which  is  the  most  laborious  ? — There  is  scarcely  any  difference,  I  should 
say  ;  they  are  both  equally  laborious. 

1690.  Do  merchants  find  it  convenient  to  carry  on  business  without  the  use  of 
tables? — Merchants  may,  but  a  great  number  of  the  dealers  have  tables  like  that 
I  handed  in,  which  are  used  in  the  Manchester  market,  where  we  from  Liverpool 
frequently  sell ;  and  there  is  a  rate  of  table  which  some  people  possess,  showinff 
the  difference  of  price  as  compared  with  the  Liverpool  bushel  of  70  lbs.,  the  Irish 
barrel  of  280  lbs.,  the  Glasgow  boll  of  240  lbs.,  or  the  general  hundred-weight,  all 
for  wheat ;  and  for  oats  as  compared  with  the  Liverpool  bushel  of  45  lbs.,  the 
Irish  barrel  of  1 96  lbs.,  the  Glasgow  boll  of  264  lbs.,  or  the  general  hundred- 
weight. 

1691.  Every 
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1691.  Every  merchant  ba^  a  table  of  that  kind  ? — Most  dealers  possess  a  table  C.r.DimfevtfyEsq. 
of  (hat  kind  ;  a  merchant  does  not  find  it  absolutely  necessary.  ' 

1,692.  Are  they  obliged  to  have  a  different  table  for  every  market  ? — They  are  «7  May  1834. 
obliged  to  ascertain  the  different  weights  in  the  various  markets :  and  here  is  a 
very  curious  thing  in  this  book ;  it  appears  there  are  about  20  or  30  places 
mentioned  in  Scotland,  and  they  have  all  different  measures,  although  by  an 
article  of  Union,  May  1 707,  it  was  enacted  that  Scotland  should  have  the  same 
as  England.     Shepherd  is  the  author  of  the  book. 

1693.  Then  you  think  a  corn-dealer  could  not  carry  on  his  transactions  without 
having  one  of  those  tables? — It  facilitates  them  in  their  transactions;  fo  if  the 
Calculation  be  correct  it  cannot  do  otherwise  ;  because  they  see  in  one  moment 
that  which  it  would  take  them  some  minutes  to  calculate. 

1694.  Is  there  sufficient  intelligence  for  any  farmer  to  make  use  of? — He  must 

be  a  very  stupid  farmer  indeed,  if  he  can  read  or  write,  who  could  not  make  some  • 

thing  of  this. 

1695.  Is  there  any  inconvenience  experienced  between  the  diversity  of  the 
system  in  use  at  Liverpool  or  in  London  or  abroad? — I  should  think  not; 
because  most  intelligent  men  in  London  and  on  the  Continent  know  our  system 
in  Liverpool ;  are  intimately  acquainted  with  it,  indeed. 

1696.  Will  you  look  at  that  return  (handing  a  return  to  the  Witness^  showing 
the  principle  upon  which  contracts  for  oats  are  made  by  the  Commissariat)  ? — Yes, 
I  am  quite  aware  of  this.  This  is  similar  to  the  contract  that  the  Navy  now 
require- 

1 697.  Now  will  you  state  whether,  if  the  Legislature  should  prescribe  the  use 
of  weight  alone,  weight  and  measure  might  not  be  used  in  the  manner  stated  in 
that  return? — I  take  it  by  this  return,  that  if  oats  weighed  37  lbs.  they  would  be 
rejected ;  but  if  they  weighed  40  lbs.  they  would  not.  It  is  stated  here,  that 
"  the  oats  provided  under  contract  by  the  Commissariat  Department,  for  the  use 
of  His  Majesty's  artillery  and  cavalry  horses,  are  paid  for  at  a  certain  price  per 
100  lbs.  avoirdupois  weight,  and  it  is  stipulated  they  shall  not  weigh  less  than 
38  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel.  In  the  contracts  for  oats  purchased  for  foreign 
stations,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  weight  shall  not  be  less  than  40  lbs.  per  bushel.'* 
I  merely  infer  from  this,  that  oats  weighing  less  than  38  lbs.  for  home  consump- 
tion, or  less  than  40  lbs.  for  the  supply  of  our  troops  in  foreign  stations,  would 
be  rejected  ;  whilst  any  increase  beyond  the  minimum  would  not  be  objected  to. 

1698.  The  question  is,  whether,  if  the  Legislature  were  to  prescribe  the  use  of 
weight  alone,  weight  and  measure  might  not  be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is 
.stated  to  be  used  in  that  return  ? — It  must  be  used  upon  a  contract  such  as  this. 

It  cannot  be  otherwise :  it  speaks  for  itself. 

1 699.  Might  not  corn  be  sold  by  the  cwt.,  and  yet  the  weight  per  measure  be 
referred  to  in  that  manner? — With  reference  to' the  Imperial  bushel,  decidedly  yes. 

1700.  On  the  other  hand,  if  measure  was  prescribed  as  the  uniform  system, 
might  not  the  weight  per  measure  be  given  as  in  the  return  No.  1,  from  the 
Victualling  Office,  without  the  use  of  the  scale  or  weights  ? —By  this  contract 
with  the  Victualling  Office,  *'  each  bushel  is  required  to  weigh  at  least  60  lbs. ; 
and  all  excess  beyond  that  weight  is  paid  for  at  the  contracting  price. ""  There 
must  be  a  weight,  which  must  still  have  reference  to  the  Imperial  bushel ;  yoii 
must  test  the  quality  of  corn. 

1701.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  scale  of  weights? — I  have  already  stated 
480  lbs.  for  wheat  per  quarter ;  that  is,  to  approximate,  as  I  said  before,  as  nearly 
.as  possible  to  the  present  standard  of  measure. 

1702.  If  measure  be  used,  what  is  the  use  of  a  scale  of  weights;  must  not  the 
.estimate  of  the  buyer  be  according  to  the  ordinary  quality  of  the  corn  at  the 
time  ? — The  man's  judgment,  when  he  sees  the  sample,  will  regulate  that,  pro- 
vided he  knows  his  business. 

1703.  The  question  is,  if  measure  be  used,  what  is  the  use  of  a  scale  of  weights.^ 
I  have  no  other  way  of  testing  the  quality  of  a  given  quantity  of  com  than  by 
weight. 

1704.  If  a  standard  scale  be  given,  must  not  the  relation  of  that  scale  to  the 
ordinary  quality  be  also  known  to  the  buyer  ? — It  follows  as  a  matter  of  course, 
I  should  think. 

1705.  And  in  quoting,  must  not  the  variation,  either  in  diminution  or  excess, 
from  the  scale,  be  also  stated?— Stated,  or  made  allowance  for  in  the  judgment 
of  the  individuals  interested. 

D.36.  «  3  J  706.  Then, 
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e.T.D//ji/en>,Esq.       1 706.  Then,  in  short,  a  fixed  scale  is  no  guide  to  quality,  but  a  mere  arbitrarj 

quantity  ? — The  480  lbs.  would  be  a  mere  arbitrary  standard  for  wheat. 

87  May  1834.  ^  ^^^    Qt  ^o  Ibs-  ?~Yes,  or  1 00  lbs. 

1 708.  In  case  of  a  fixed  scale,  would  it  not  be  better  to  sell  by  the  cwt.,  so  as 
to  avoid  confounding  the  absolute  weight  with  the  bushel  or  any  measure  ? — So 
as  it  was  sold  by  weight  I  should  think  it  was  quite  immaterial  in  what  quantity, 
whether  100  lbs.,  480  lbs.,  or  70  lbs.  or  60  lbs. 

1 709.  If  a  nominal  scale  were  prescribed,  do  you  not  think  there  would  be  less 
risk  of  unskilful  persons  confounding  the  nominal  bushel  with  the  real  bushel ; 
for  instance,  supposing  that  a  cwt.  was  prescribed  instead  of  70  lbs.  as  a  nomiital 
bushel  ? — Possibly  there  might. 

1710.  If  corn  be  sold  at  the  rate  of  480  lbs.  per  quarter,  or  any  other  rate  as 
approximating  the  actual  weight  per  Imperial  bushel,  and  the  wheat  falls  short  of 
that  weight,  will  the  making  it  up  in  quantity  compensate  the  buyer  for  the  defi- 

-    ciency  in  the  stipulated  quality  or  weight  per  bushel  ? — The  ditference  in  price 
would  be  the  compensation. 

1711.  Is  it  of  great  importance  to  the  com-dealer  to  have  the  avenges  taken 
correctly  ? — Most  assuredly ;  because  his  calculation  ought  to  be  made  with 
reference  to  foreign  corn  interfering  with  his  home  stock. 

1712.  The  averages  are  now  struck  in  a  variety  of  country  places,  where  you 
cannot  always  depend  very  much  on  the  accuracy  of  the  persons  who  strike  those 
averages  ? — I  understand  that  the  averages  are  struck  by  the  different  inspectors  in 
conformity  with  the  instructions  which  they  have  received  from  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

1713.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  judging  whether  those  inspectors  are 
generally  correct  or  otherwise? — I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  judging  whether 
they  are  correct  or  otherwise,  except  in  Liverpool ;  and  I  think  our  inspector 
there,  Mr.  Banner,  is  very  correct,  and  a  most  respectable  man. 

1714.  The  inspector's  returns  depend  on  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the 
dealings  which  have  taken  place  between  the  farmer  and  the  corn-merchant  ? — 
Not  only  between  the  farmer  and  the  corn-merchant^  but  between  merchant  and 
merchant. 

1715.  In  the  sales  ? — In  the  purchases. 

1716.  Therefore  their  accuracy  depends  on  the  total  of  accuracy  on  the  diflferent 
amounts  of  sales  that  have  taken  place  ? — ^Their  accuracy  depends  on  the  honest 
returns  made. 

1717.  No;  the  accuracy  of  those  returns  depends  on  the  total  of  accuracy 
which  there  shall  be  in  the  separate  amounts  of  sales  that  have  taken  place? — 
Yes,  as  returned  to  and  by  the  inspector. 

1718.  Therefore  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  get  that  system  of  buying  and 
selling  which  will  admit  of  the  least  variation  from  the  truth  ? — I  think  so. 

1719.  By  what  means  can  that  smallest  variation  be  attained ;  by  weight  or  by 
measure  ? — By  weight,  as  compared  with  the  Imperial  bushel. 

1720.  By  combining  weight  and  measare  into  the  dealings,  do  you  not  intro- 
duce two  ingredients  of  error,  instead  of  one,  which  you  would  have  either  by 
weight  or  by  measure? — By  a  combination  of  weight  and  measure  ? 

1721.  Do  you  not  introduce  or  run  tlie  risk  of  having  two  ingredients  of  error 
instead  of  one,  as  you  would  have  either  by  weight  or  by  measure  alone? — No ; 
if  I  take  the  weight  per  Imperial  bushel  as  the  test  of  the  quantity  of  the  measure 
of  corn,  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  have. 

1722.  Do  you  propose  that  the  entire  of  the  com  sold  and  delivered  shall  be 
tested  both  by  measure  and  weight,  or  by  the  samples  alone  ? — I  mean  to  state 
that  I  think  a  quantity  of  wheat,  call  it  a  sack  or  a  quarter,  no  matter  what  the 
description  of  wheat  shall  be,  whether  it  will  be  62  lbs.  Imperial  bushel  or  57  lbs. 
Imperial  bushel,  that  the  package  shall  contain  480  lbs.,  and  if  the  quality  of  th6 
wheat  when  tested  by  the  Imperial  standard,  which  is  your  only  standard,  should 
be  57 lbs.,  the  probability  is  the  price  would  be  45^.  per  quarter;  if  62  lbs.,  it 
would  be  perhaps  50  s. 

1723.  Do  you  propose  that  the  entire  of  the  com  should  be  both  weighed  and 
measured  ? — No ;  I  do  not  propose  a  double  operation,  it  would  increase  expense. 

1724.  Which  operation  do  you  propose  should  be  gone  through,  the  weight  or 
the  measure? — ^The  weight. 

1725.  The  weight  of  the  whole? — Yes;  the  whole  bulk  or  cargo. 

J  726.  Then  does  not  that  resolve  itself  into  this,  that  weight  is  absolutely  the 
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standard  which  you  adopt  in  that  system ;  how  have  you  introduced  measure  in  C.  T.  DunUvk,  Esq, 

that  system? — I  apply  weight  to  the  Imperial  measure  so  as  to  test  the  quality  ■ 

of  the  com  ;  I  should  prefer  a  standard  by  weight  to  a  standard  by  measure.  «7  May  iJi34- 

1727.  Do  you  mean  that  in  all  cases  the  weight  should  be  made  up  with  the 
480  lbs.  r— I  mean  that  480  lbs,  of  wheat  may,  by  reference  to  that  standard,  yield 
only  57  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel,  or  it  might  be  62  lbs.  per  Imperial ;  and  that 
I  would  give  a  higher  price  for  the  480  lbs.  weighing  62  lbs.  Imperial,  than 
I  would  give  for  the  480  lbs.  weighing  57  lbs.  Imperial. 

1728.  If  com  be  sold  at  the  rate  of  480  lbs.  per  quarter,  or  at  any  other  rate 
approximating  the  actual  weight  per  bushel,  and  the  corn  falls  short  of  that  weight, 
will  the  making  it  up  in  quantity  compensate  the  buyer  for  the  difference  in  the 
stipulated  quality  or  weight  per  bushel? — ^The  difference  in  price  will  rectify  that; 
the  contract  bears  price  on  the  face  of  it 

1729.  Supposing  that  one  merchant  were  to  sell  another  10  quarters  of  wheat 
on  the  combined  principle  that  you  have  mentioned,  what  operation  should  the 
purchaser  go  through  according  to  your  system  to  ascertain  that  the  correct  quan- 
tity was  delivered  to  him  ?— By  weighing  480  lbs.  of  that  wheat ;  by  having  i  o 
times  480  lbs.  delivered  to  him. 

1730.  That  is,  he  would  ascertain  that  be  had  10  times  480  lbs.  weight  de- 
livered to  him  ? — That  he  had  10  times  480  lbs.  weight  delivered  to  him. 

1 73 1 .  But  if  he  were  at  a  distance,  how  would  he  be  able  to  know  whether 
that  wheat  was  of  a  good  or  a  bad  quality  ? — By  my  telling  him  it  weighed 
so-and-so  per  Imperial  bushel. 

1 732.  Do  you  think  that  selling  at  an  arbitrary  weight  per  bushel  approxi- 
mating in  some  cases  to  the  weight  per  bushel,  which  must  generally  be  an  unreal 
or  merely  nominal  bushel,  will  lead  to  the  practice  of  making  up  in  quantity 
where  the  weight  falls  short? — If  they  give  short  weight,  they  must  of  course 
make  it  up. 

1733»  And  so,  in  cases  where  the  weight  exceeds  the  arbitrary  scale,  will  the 
payment  for  the  more  increase  of  quantity  compensate  for  the  increase  in  quality? 
— If  an  honest  man  receives  more  than  he  buys,  he  would  tell  the  party  selling 
to  hira^  he  ought  to  do  so:  if  ^e  receives  a  greater  weight  than  he  has  pur- 
chased, he  ought  to  pay  for  it  or  return  it. 

1734.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  the  real  weight  per  measure  should  be 
taken  as  the  standard  of  quality,  and  each  bargain  adjusted  according  to  the 
fact  in  the  particular  case  ? — A  man's  judgment  when  he  sees  the  sample  will 
adjust  it ;  it  at  a  distance,  the  Imperial  standard  alone  can  adjust  it 

1735.  Would  not  the  bargain  be  more  capable  of  adjustment  than  when  the 
variation  from  a  legal  standard  is  first  to  be  ascertained,  and  then  the  variation  * 
from  the  ordinary  quality  of  corn  of  that  kind  ? — I  think  it  would. 

1736.  If  weight  were  adopted  as  a  standard,  should  not  the  duty  be  levied 
at  so  much  per  cwt.  ? — If  you  take  480  lbs.  as  the  weight  approximating  as  near 
as  you  possibly  can  go  to  the  Imperial  quarter,  I  should  recommend  payment  of 
duty  upon  480  lbs. 

J  737.  At  what  ratio? — At  whatever  it  was  ;  if  the  duty  was  30^.,  205.,  or  10^., 
or  whatever  it  might  be,  if  it  came  out  as  it  did  at  1 5.,  I  would  pay  on  the 
weight 

173.8.  Should  you  recommend  that  all  the  returns  of  com  that  is  imported  from 
foreign  parts  should  be  made  with  reference  to  weight  instead  of  measure? — 
Most  unquestionably,  because  I  think  the  Government  are  cheated  by  the  system 
of  measuring. 

1739.  Why  do  you  think  so? — We  all  know  very  well  that  corn  is  a  thing 
that  if  it  lies  in  the  warehouse  1 2  months,  it  seldom  turns  out  the  quantity  that  it 
goes  in.  Now  suppose  we  give  a  bond  to  the  Customs  to  discharge  1,000 
quarters  of  wheat,  we  take  that  1,000  quarters  by  measure  into  the  King's  ware- 
house ;  a  custom-house  oflScer  is  ignorant  of  measure,  generally  speaking,  and  it 
is  measured  by  our  own  people ;  and  inasmuch  as  we  are  compelled  to  pay  to  the 
Customs  upon  any  increase  that  there  may  be  upon  the  original  quantity  bonded, 
or  any  decrease  upon  the  same  quantity,  a  skilful  measurer  is  requisite  to  measure 
out  to  a  nicety  the  1,000  quarters ;  and  therefore  I  think  that  the  revenue  is  not 
only  cheated,  but  moral  delinquency  is  in  some  degree  encouraged  by  the  system 
of  measure. 

1740.  Is  there  not  a  material  difference  in  the  weight  of  com  in  regard  to  the  • 
time  of  year  when  it  is  imported  ? — The  '.'eather  affects  it 
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C.r.Dim/tfvte.Esq.      1 74 1.  Whether  it  be  new  or  old  corn  ? — ^The  atmosphere  certainly  makes  aomfe 

alteration  in  corn. 

97  May  1834.  1742.  Then  supposing  corn  is  imported  into  this  country  directly  after  the 

hfirvest,  it  occupies  a  much  greatet  bulk,  as  being  fresh,  and  not  having  been  so 
long  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  than  it  does  after  being  a  certain  number  of 
months  in  this  country  ? — I  have  known  a  great  deal  depend  on  the  condition  of 
com  when  shipped :  in  fact,  everything  depends  on  the  condition  of  com  when 
shipped,  and  when  landed.  If  com  is  shipped  in  a  soft  state,  it  will  decidedly 
lose  in  weight. 

1743.  At  what  period  is  com  the  heaviest,  supposing  it  at  all  times  to  be  per- 
fectly dry  ;  is  com  heavier  the  moment  it  comes  out  of  the  field  than  it  ever  after 
is,  if  it  is  dry  at  that  time? — I  never  tried  the  experiment,  but  I  should  think  it 
would  be  heavier  in  the  field ;  and  if  so,  therefore  weight  would  be  still  more 
favourable  to  the  farmer. 

1 744.  State  your  opinion  as  to  the  sale  of  malt  with  regard  to  weight  or  mea- 
sure, or  both  combined? — For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  see  any  objections  to  having 
malt  sold  by  weight,  as  well  as  all  other  descriptions  of  grain. 

1 745.  Is  not  malt,  when  it  is  what  is  called  flinty,  much  heavier  than  it  is  when 
it  is  well  grown  ? — For  that  reason,  weight  would  ultimately  secure  good  malt.  It 
would  be  a  dishonest  thing  to  put  in  flinty  malt,  when  they  sell  malt  by  weight: 
where  really  good,  the  weightier  it  is  the  better,  I  have  heard  many  brewers  say. 

1746.  Would  it  not  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  detect  whether  malt  was  par- 
tially  flinty,  or  whether  in  that  state  that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  perfectly 
good  ? — I  think  they  will  detect  it  in  the  same  way  as  they  do  now ;  and  I 
think  also,  that  if  malt  was  sold  by  weight  it  would  be  better  for  the  little  home 
brewers,  who  buy  malt  in  a  ground  state  at  the  present  rate  by  measure,  and  are 
often  cheated. 

1747.  In  what  way  is  com  sold  in  the  market  in  Liverpool,  in  bulk  or  in 
sacks?— Cora  is  all  sold  in  bulk,  either  in  the  warehouse  or  on  board  ship :  some- 
times we  get  new  corn  over  by  the  steam-boats,  which  comes  in  sacks;  but  the 
greater  portion  of  the  transactions  in  Liverpool  are  all  in  bulk,  either  on  board 
ship  or  m  the  warehouse.  , 

1748.  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand,  that  you  would  recommend 
a  uniform  system  to  be  adopted  in  the  sale  of  corn  ? — I  would  recommend  one 
uniform  system  throughout  the  empire,  and  that  that  system  should  be  weight :  but 
whether  weight  or  not,  you  must  have  reference  to  the  Imperial  bushel  to  test  the 
quality  of  corn.  It  is  immaterial  whether  you  put  it  up  in  packages  of  480  lbs., 
70  lbs.,  or  100  lbs. ;  you  must  have  reference  to  the  Imperial  bushel  to  test  the 
quality. 

^749-  If  weight  be  coupled  with  measure,  do  you  not  think  for  all  practical 
purposes  weight  and  measure  would  be  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  quality  of 
the  com  sold? — Men  of  judgment,  having  a  perfect  knowledge  of  their  business, 
can  tell  the  quality  at  a  glance. 

1750.  If  you  would  recommend  a  system  of  weight,  employing  the  Imperial 
bushel  as  a  test  of  quality,  how  would  you.  recommend  the  alteration  to  be  carried 
into  effect  ?. — By  its  first  becoming  the  law  of  the  land,  and  a  very  heavy  penalty 
to  be  levied  upon  any  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  violating  that  law. 

1751.  What  do  you  think  should  be  the  chief  provisions  of  any  new  law  to 
establish  uniformity  in  the  selling  of  corn  ? — ^That  throughout  the  whole  kingdom 
there  should  be  one  universal  standard  for  wheat,  which  should  be  480  lbs. 
whether  of  good  or  of  bad  quality ;  400  lbs.  of  barley ;  320  lbs.  of  oats ;  320  lbs. 
of  malt;  480  lbs.  of  beans,  and  480  lbs.  of  peas;  and  this  scale  is  founded  upon 
my  idea  as  near  to  the  weight  of  our  present  Imperial  quarter  as  I  can  go,  based 
upon  the  general  average  of  the  quality  of  our  foreign  imports  and  home  growth, 
including  Ireland,  for  a  series  of  years. 

1752.  At  lyhat  do  you  put  the  average  of  wheat  per  bushel? — Sixty  pounds. 

1753-  What  is  the  reason  why  you  fix  480  lbs.  as  a  standard,  rather  than  70  lbs. 
as  at  Liverpool  ? — Because  it  approximates  more  to  the  actual  weight  of  wheat 
generally  contained  in  an  Imperial  quarter  than  any  other  thing  we  could  do,  on 
the  average  of  quality. 

1754.  Then  supposing  that  a  person  were  to  buy  a  quantity  of  wheat  which 
only  weighed  55  lbs.  to  the  Imperial  bushel,  in  what  way  should  you  propose 
that  he  should  buy  his  corn  ?—  I  should  have  480  lbs.  weight  of  that  wheat  for  ih6 
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supposed  ^quarter;  and  T  would  paj  bim  in  price  for  it  aocordiog  to  its  qoality  C.T.  DimkvictE»q. 
tei^ed  by  the  imperial  bushel,  or  my  owki:  judgment.  — — -^—  ^ 

'   ^755-  'Then  notwithstanding  your  standard  of  48olbs.  you  would  e^uaUy  apply      ^  May  4834. 
the  test  of  measure  to  the  weight?— No  doubt  about  it ;  I  mustilo  it  if  I  act  for 
any  parties  who  are  absent. 

1756.  And  how  would  you  apply  the  test  of  weight? — By  the  Imperial. 

1757.  But  you  would  weigh  a  certainpartv  not  the  whole  .^-^  I  might  weigh 
part. 

'  1758.  You  would  weigh  the  whole  and  measure  a  part^  would  you  not?— If 
weight  were  the  standard  per  480  Ibe*  I  would  weigh  the  whole,  and  chairge  sb 
much  per  480  lbs. ;  but  I  would  test  the  quality  by  the  weight  per  Imperial 
bushel* 

1759.  How  would  you  propose  that  the  quotations  should  be  made  ?-^  If  the 
iraiversal  system  of  weight  be  admitted,  I  would  quote  the  price  per  480  lbs.  of 
wheat  weighing  so  much  per  Imperial  txishel  9  I  would  be  obliged  to  vhrite  so  to 
my  correspondents. 

1760.  But  if  a  sale  took  place  of  a  large  qinlntity  of  com,  would  it  not  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  the  quotations  to  accept  the- guarantee  of  the  bargain 
having  been  struck  at  such  a  price,  even  though  the  parties  had  not  weighed  the 
whole  and  measured  a  part,  but  had  taken  the  weight  per  measure  on  meiv  own 
judgment? —I  would  let  the  weight  go  thrbugh  the  inspector. 

1 761.  For  the  purpose  of  the  quotations,  would  it  not  be  sufficient  for  the  in- 
spector to  know  that  the  bargain  had  been  concluded' at  such  a^price? — Yes. 

1763.  And  the  com  might  be  quoted  accordingly  ?-^Yes. 

1 763.  And  would  convey  sufficient  information  to  the  public  ?-^I  see  no  objec^^ 
tion  to  that. 

1764.  Have  you  anything  else>  to  state  ? — Nothing  else  that  I  am  aware  of; 
but  should  anythinor  occur  to  me  touching  this  investigation,  I  shall  write  from 
Liverpool  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 

Joseph  Sandarsy  Esq.,  further  Examined. 

1 765.  NOW  you  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dunlevie,  is  there  anything    J.  Saniar$.  Esq. 
in  what  he  has  stated  upon  which  you  would  wish  to  make  any  comment  ? — No ;      — — 
but  I  wish  Mr.  Dunlevie  would  make  it  appear  clear  to  the  Committee  that,  if 

weight  be  adopted,  the  duty  should  be  so  much  per  cwt ;  for  if  it  be  not,  fine 
wheat  which  is  worth  3/.  a  quarter,  pays  precisely  the  same  duty  as  inferior  wheat 
not  worth  more  than  2/. 

Mr.  Dunlevie.]  1  do  not  see  the  difference  j  whether  it  was  by  the  cwt.  or  the 
480  lbs.  could  not  make  the  slightest  diffei;^nce. 

Mr.  Sandars.]  The  duty  ought  to  be  levied  by  weight. 

Mr.  Dunlevie.]  That  I  have  stated  already ;  I  consider  weight  not  only  bene- 
ficial to  the  public  at  large  as  a  uniform  system,  but  decidedly  beneficial  to  the 
Crown;  more  beneficial  to  the  Crown  in  levying  its  duties  than  by  measure. 

1766.  Why  do  you  think  so  ? — (Mr.  Dunlevie.)  For  the  reasons  already  given : 
you  cannot  cheat  the  King's  weights,  because  they  weigh  by  the  Kine's  weights 
themselves,  and  the  officers  take  down  the  drafts,  and  we  have  people  to  check 
those  drafts  ;  the  officer  has  the  key  of  the  warehouse,  and  we  have  a  key  of  the 
warehouse.  A  draft  is  a  book  kept ;  for  instance,  one  sack  is  2  cwt.  3  qrs.  and 
10  lbs.,  another  is  2  cwt.  3  qrs.  and  5  lbs. ;  those  are  the  King's  weights,  and  we 
^dd  them  up  and  divide  ^em  by  480  lbs.,  and  find  the  exact  quantity.  By  the 
measure,  as  I  stated  before,  you  are  likely  to  be  deceived. 

1767.  What,  by  sworn  meters?— (Mr.  Dunlevie.)  We  have  no  such  thing  in 
Liverpool  as  sworn  meters. 

1768.  Do  you  think  if  a  person  wished  to  cheat,  that  he  could  not  do  so  as 
\ii'^  as  under  a  system  of  weighing  as  under  as  under  a  system  of  measuring  ? — 
(Mr.  Dunlevie.)  1  think  be  cannot;  the  same  facility  is  not  afforded. 

Mr.  Sandars.]  No,  certainly  not. 

Mr.  Dunlevie.]  The  chief  magistrate  of  the  place  adjusts  the  weights  every  two, 
three  or  six  months,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  a  merchant  would  lay  himself  open 
to  very  great  suspicion  if  he  was  guilty  of  improper  conduct. 

1769.  There  is  the  turn  of  the  scale? — (Mr.  Dunlevie.)  If  a  merchant  do  not 
act  honestly  to  people  in  the  country  with  whom  he  is  dealing,  he  may  very  soon 
give  up  his  business,  for  they  will  not  deal  with  him. 

0.36.  T  1770.  Wcll--^  T 
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•/.  Santhrt,  E%q.        1770.  Well,  but  SO  it  would  be  with  measurement'?— (Mr.  Dunkm.)  So  it  is. 
a»d  1771.  But  a  person  wishing  to  defraud  another,  might  do  so  as  well  by  weight 

CT.DwdeinerEBq.  as  measure? — (Mr.  Dunlevw.)  Not  to  the  same  extent  j  measure  is  more  open  to 
j^       ~       fraud  than  weight.  ; 

7    ay  1  34-  1772.  You  have  no  other  comments  to  make,  Mr,  Sandars? — (Mr.  Sandan) 

No,  I  have  not. 

1 773.  The  Committee  understood  you  to  recommend  that  no  alteration  should 
take  place  ? — Yes.  I  have  bought  and  sold  corn  in  as  many  different  markets  in 
England  as  any  man,  and  I  never  found  the  slightest  practical  inconvenience  from 
the  existence  of  different  weights  and  measures ;  the  evil  is  almost  purely  specu- 
lative. 

1774.  It  is  very  true  that  you  have  not  experienced  those  inconveniencies  your- 
self, but  have  you  never  heard  that  those  inconveniencies  have  been  experienced  by 
persons  who  are  not  so  well  educated  or  so  conversant  with  the  dealings  in  cora 
as  yourself? — There  would  be  an  inconvenience  to  persons  who  were  not  convert 
sant  with  corn ;  who  did  not  follow  the  trade  of  a  corn-merchant,  farmer  or  dealer; 
but  what  have  they  to  do  with  the  matter  ? 

»  1775.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  unskilful  persons  should  be 
put  more  on  a  level  with  skilful  persons  who  might  wish  to  defraud  them  ? — I  do 
Dot  see  why<  persons  should  not  have  the  benefit  of  their  skill  derived  from  expe- 
rience,  but  they  are. not  to  exercise  that  skill  fraudulently. 

1776.  What  is  the  object  of  skill  in  dealing  in  corn;  what  do  you  mean  by 
skill  ? — I  should  call  it  the  exercise  of  knowledge. 

1777.  Knowledge  to  enable  you  to  do  what? — To  do  whatever  I  intended  to 
do. in  the  best  manner. 

1778.  Then  what  is  there  you  would  wish  to  do,  that  you  would  wish  tha) 
any  inexperienced  person  should  not  be  able  to  do  likewise? — I  should  have  no 
objection  to  every  gentleman  round  the  table  knowing  as  much  about  com  as  I 

^  do,  but  I  know  they  do  not,  because  they  have  not  had  the  experience,  and  they 
cannot  know  it  without  experience  :  I  cannot  convey  to  them  my  own  knowledge. 

1779.  ^^  °^^  y^^  think  that  the  diversities  in  weights  and  measures  remove 
them  further  from  that  level  than  they  need  to  be  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  will 
make  any  difference  at  all ;  for  a  knowledge  of  weights  and  measures  would  not 
make  a  man  a  judge  of  corn.  If  a  man  were  to  go  into  Mark-lane,  who  lived  at 
Edinburgh  all  his  life,  he  would  be  sure  to  commit  some  blunder  in  the  pur-; 
chase  of  grain,  whether  he  was  to  purchase  it  by  measure  or  by  weight. 

i  780.  What,  although  an  experienced  person  ? — ^No,  an  inexperienced  persoa, 
I  said. 

1781.  Do  not  you  think  the  more  elements  of  calculation  there  were,  the  more 
likely  that  person  would  be  to  be  deceived  ? — That  is  another  abstract  truth  of 
little  or  no  value ;  he  would  not  err  if  he  could  calculate  at  all. 

1782.  That  is,  presuming  him  to  be  a  skilful  person? — My  opinion  is  thiita 
man  had  better  stick  to  his  own  trade,  and  not  meddle  with  a  thing  he  does  not 
understand. 

1783.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Legislature  have  at  various  times  passed 
laws  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  uniformity,  founded  upon  the  belief  that 
inconveniences  and  injuries  were  sustained  by  persons  dealing  in  com  ? — Yes, 
they  have. 

1784.  From  the  want  of  that  uniformity? — Yes;  and  as  a  proof  that  these 
apprehensions  were  unfounded,  you  cannot  get  the  people  to  obey  the  law  ;  they 
still  stick  to  their  old  customs,  which  is  the  clearest  proof  there  are  no  practicdL 
inconveniences  in  them. 

'  1785.  May  not  their  non-obedience  of  the  laws  proceed  from  the  difficulties 
of  obeying  the  law  which  are  thrown  in  their  way  by  skilful  persons  who  have  ah 
interest  in  the  diversities  ? — I  do  not  know  that  the  dealers  in  corn  or  the  farmers 
have  any  interest  in  opposing  any  law  which  the  Legislature  may  pass,  excepting 
the  law  unnecessarily  interferes  with  their  convenience  and  habits,  as  the  laws 
spoken  of  have  done. 
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Martis,  S""  die  Junii,  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J-  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  John  Michael  Fellows,  called  in  ;  and  ExamiDed. 

•    1 786.  WHAT  is  your  occupation? — I  formerly  was  in  the  silk  trade,  but  since  Mr.  J.  M.  FeUaw. 
1818  Lave  occupied  my  own  land.  

1787.  Where  do  you  reside? — At  Risley,  in  Derbyshire.  ^   ""*  *  ^* 

1788.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  observing  the  practice  of  selling  corn 
in  your  part  of  the  country? — Ever  since  1818  in  Derby  and  Nottingham  I  have 

fersonally  seen  the  practice ;  but  since  Mr.  Vernon  brought  the  measure  forward, 
made  a  point  of  attending  market  dinners  and  making  all  the  inquiries  that 
I  could  ;  and  therefore  I  have  seen  more  in  the  last  six  months  than  in  the  natu- 
ral course  of  things  I  should  have  done. 

1789.  Will  you  state  how  the  farmer  ascertains  the  quality  of  his  com  ;  does 
ke  measure  or  weigh,  and  in  what  way  does  he  measure  or  weigh  ? — For  the- 
market  he  sells  it  all  by  weight ;  but  in  the  first  place,  from  the  barn  he  measures 
it,  because  he  pays  the  thresher  so  much  a  quarter,  and  then  weighs  two  or  three* 
bags  in  order  that  he  may  know  the  weight  of  those  he  takes  to  market;  but  sells 
it  at  1 8  stone  per  sack,  and  he  is  paid  for  the  over-weight,  and  of  course  makes 
up  the.  deficiency  if  it  is  under-weight 

1790.  In  what  way  does  he  make  his  bargains? — He  makes  his  bargain  to  sell 
so  many  quarters  at  18  stone ;  and  supposing  it  weighs  19  stone,  he  receives  the 
over-weight ;  if  it  is  under  1 8,  which  very  seldom  happens,  he  has  to  make 
it  up.  I  will  deliver  in  this  paper,  which  will  explain  that ;  that  was  given  by  the 
miller  to  the  farmer  delivering  this  load  of  wheat  of  1 1  quarters  :  it  shows  the 
return  made  from  the  miller  to  the  farmer  on  delivering  1 1  quarters  of  wheat. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.] 

1791.  Do  disputes  ever  arise  .'^ — The  principal  source  of  disputes  that  arise 
with  us  is,  that  if  a  specific  bargain  is  not  made  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  corn 
that  over-weight  shall  be  paid,  if  I  understand  right,  under  the  present  law  the 
farmer  cannot  claim  it  from  the  miller,  and  that  is  a  greater  cause  of  disputing 
than  anything  else. 

1792.  Be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Committee  to  what  part  of  the  country  your 
remarks  apply  ? — To  Nottingham,  Derby,  Loughborough,  Newark  and  Lincoln. .; 

1793.  Will  you  state  what  measures  are  used  in  the  markets  with  which  yotf 
are  acquainted  r — They  are  very  various.  In  Nottingham  market  I  believe  wheat 
in  general  is  sold  now  by  Imperial  measure,  but  there  are  some  people  that  sell 
by  Winchester  measure,  32  quarts,  and  some  by  old  measure,  at  34  quarts ;  and 
I  believe  barley  is  sold  at  35  quarts.  Barley  is  sold  at  15  stone,  and  wheat  at 
18  stone ;  but  the  maltster  wants  it  to  be  put  up  by  large  measure,  in  order  that 
he  may  keep  up  the  price  of  barley,  and  by  that  means  the  price  of  malt,  which  is 
always  sold  by  Winchester  bushel,  which  is  32  quarts. 

1 794.  How  does  the  putting  it  up  by  measure  keep  up  the  price  of  corn  r — Bc'^ 
cause  he  buys  35  quarts  and  sells.  32  quarts  ;  when-  ne  sells  it  in  malt,  therefore, 
if  he  gives  a  man  18  rf.  a  quarter  more  for  his  barley  because  of  making  this  large 
mesteure,  he  keeps  up  the  price  of  barley,  and  by  that  means  the  price  of  malt : 
that  is  the  only  reason  why  I  can  understand  barley  is  different  from  wheat, 
which  it  is  both  at  Nottingham  and  Derby. 

^795*  You  have  stated  the  measures  you  use  in  Nottingham  r — At  Nottingham, 
and  Derby  those  are  the  measures  used  ;  but  I  believe  in  Newark  it  is  not  the 
case,  for  the  malt  is  in  general  bought  or  oftener  bought  of  the  factors  than  any- 
body else,  and  I  believe  there  it  is  put  up  by  Imperial  measure;  but  I  never  was 
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Mr.  /.  M.  Ftiiows.  ^^  Newark  market  till  these  last  two  or  three  months,  when  I  went  over  for  the 
.— .._^       purpose  of  inquiring  into  this  measure. 

3  Jane  1834.  ^79^*  Then  Lincoln? — Lincoln  is  exactly  the  same  as  Newark;  and  LougV 

borough  is  the  same  as  Derby  and  Nottingham. 

1797.  Are  you  aware  of  any  inconyenienoea.  itMlting  from  these  diTersities? 
— Yes,  certainly ;  you  cannot  get  so  good  an  average ;  and  one  farmer  states 
a  nominal  price  larger  than  another,  and  still  you  cannot  tell  either  the  quality  or 
the  price  of  his  corn  by  the  return,  from  having  several  measures  :  and  amongst 
the  factors  we  fitd  a  very  great  disadvtmtage  in  the  measores^  becauae  they  can 
never  measure  ;  that  is,  the  porters  of  Nottingham  and  different  com  warehouses 
never  can  make  the  measures  stand  to  what  the  sworn  meters  measure  at  the 
seaport. 

1798.  Why  not? — Because  there  is  light-handed  measure  and  heavy-handed 
'  measure  $  and  both  at  Lincoln  and  Nottingham  and  Derby,  a  person  in  the  pre* 

sence  of  the  principal  corn-factors  tried  the  experiment,  and  be  had  been  a  sworn 
meter ;  and  this  man  before  ever  he  measured  the  com  told  us  what  the  dif- 
ference would  be,  for  he  said  that  it  depended  upon  who  employed  him,  for  they 
could  measure  light  and  could  measure  heavy,  and  it  would  make  about  2  lbs. 
difference ;  and  we  tried  different  bushels  at  different  times,  and  they  measured 
to  very  great  nicety. 

1799.  W^^  *^'^  y^^  ^^^ — ^  sworn  meter,  formerly  a  swom  meter  at  Hnll, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Alderman  Kowath,  who  is  a  com-merchant.  We  tried 
the  experiment  five  or  six  times  over,  and  this  man,  by  measuring  light  and  mea* 
suring.  heavy,  made  2  lbs*  difference;  and  I  also  tried  it  at  Lincoln,  and  it  was 
nearly  the  same,  rather  more  if  anything,  it  differed  about  two  ounces,  and  that 
was  in  the  presence  of  about  three  or  four  cora«i'actors :  and  I  have  tried  it  in  my 
own  bam ;  the  way  that  we  do  is,  the  men  are  paid  by  the  quarter,  we  make 
diem  put  their  com  through  a  sieve,  because  they  would  measure  light  into  the 
bushel  measure.  I  have  tried  the  difference  between  putting  it  in  in  that  way, 
and  the  men  putting  it  with  the  shovel,  and  it  makes  nearly  3 lbs.  difference. 

I  1800.  In  putting  it  through  a  sieve,  you  conceive  there  can  be  ne  deceptkm? 
-^No ;  it  is  a  kind  of  check  upon  the  men*. 

1 801.  Does  it  not  take  more  time  ? — ^Yes,  it  does  certainly* . 

1 8o2»  What  is  the  difference  of  time  in  putting  it  through  a  sieve,  and  viea- 
suring  it  ip  the  common  way? — I  have  not  an  idea  of  what  it  is. 

iSaS-  Is  double  ihe  time  required  ?•-- Yes,  I  should  think  quite  double  the 
time. 

1 804. ,  Are  you  speaking  of  measuring  in  this  way  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  men? — ^Yes;  because  we  are  never  measured  after;  I  have  not  in  ihy  life. 
I  have  delivered  corn  since  1818,  and  never  was  measured* 

1 805.  Then  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  man  to  measure  lightly  ? — Yes ;  and 
he  would  do  it  much  lighter  without  the  sieve,  but  if  it  goes  through  a  sieve  it 
is  like  rain  coming  into  the  measure,  for  he  could  measure  much  lighter  if  he  was 
tip  to  it,  it  is  not  all  men  that  are :  you  could  not  certainly  shake  the  measure, 
but  they  have  a  method  of  measuring  that  they  can  make  it  much  lighter.  With 
a  sieve  it  runs  down  gradually  and  with  an  equal  force,  but  it  is  somehow  by  a 

fiarticular  turn  of  the  hand  that  some  men  can  measure  much  lighter  than  others. 
n  the  coal  trade^  when  they  sold  by  measure  instead  of  wei^t,  I  undeistood 
they  would  give  5^.  a  week  to  good  measurers  more  than  to  others,. because  they 
know  the  best  method  of  filling  for.  the  seller*. 

1806.,  Do  you  think.it  is  usual  in  the  districts  with  which  you  are  acquakited,; 
for  the  farmers  to  measure  the  com  through  a  sieve,  in  order  to  pay  their  jnen?-^ 
Yes,  I  do  not  know  any  exception ;  of  course  I  cannot  speak  to  more  than  OQ  or 
30 ;  but  it  is  a  general  mle  of  those  with  whom  1  am  acquainted,  and  they  do  it 
as  a  check  upon  the  men,  who,  if  they  were  employed  to  fill  as  they  chose,  woald 
be  apt  to  cheat. 

1807.  When  the  com  is  sent  to  market,  how  is  it  sent  ? — A  sample  is  taken  to 
market,  but  when  it  is  delivered  it  is  delivered  in  sacks  of  four  busheb  each* 

1808.  Never  in  bulk  ? — Not  in  any  of  our  markets* 

1809.  Then  the  corn  is  weighed  before  it  goes  to  market,  is  it  not? — We  weigh 
two  or  three  bagd  merely  to  know  whereabout  it  is ;  but  we  depend  upon  the 
miller's  weighing  before  our  men,  each  sack  in  the  presence  of  the  waggoner. 
A  man  throws  the  bags  on  one  side  and  weighs  them  altogether,  and  then  deducts 
the  weight  of  the  bags. 

1810.  Then 
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1810.  Then  m  fact  the  corn  undergoes  three  processes;  first  of  all  beittg  mea-  Mr.  /.  M.  Feilowit 
sured,  and  then  partially  weighed,  and  then  weighed  again  when  it  goes  to  the       ■ 

mill  ?— Yes,  a  small  part ;  but  we  never  weigh  more  than  two  or  three  bags'.  3  June  %9q4» 

1811.  You  first  measure  the  corn  in  order  to -check  your  men,  you  then  weigh' 
a  few  bags  in  order  to  ascertain  the  average  weight,  and  the  com  is  then  weighed' 
when  it  goes  to  the  miller? — Yes,  the  miHer  weighs  it  for  his  satisfaction  then. 

1812.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  those  diversities  are  a  general  subject  of 
complaint  amongst' agricultiirists  and  others  in  that  part  of  the  country  ^— ^In  the 
towns  that  1  mentioned  I  waited  upon  all  the  principal  corn-factors,  and  I  dent  a 
circular  letter  to  all  the  market  dinners ;  and  I  think,  with  one  exception,  which 
was  sent  more  in  a  joke  than  for  anything^  else,  they  were  unanimotis  in  wishing  it 
to  be  sold  by  weight  and  having  one  regular  standard,  and  their  principal  reason 
is  tiieir  having  one  regular  standard;  -but  as  it  is,  in  the  newspapers  th<^re  are  1 1 
or  12  quotations  of  markets,  and  in  these  are  several  methods  of  selling  com,  some 
bjr  the  load,  and  some  by  the  bushel,  and  so  on. 

1813.  Those  you  spoke  of  as  complaining  of  the  diversities  were  the  corn-fec- 
tors  ? — No,  1  am  speaking  of  farmers  ;  but  the  principal  objection  of  the  corn- 
factors  is,  that  they  cannot  measure  after  the  sworn  meters  for  the.  ports.  The 
sworn- meters  can  measure  lighter  than  the  factors'  men  can,  by  2  lbs.  in  a  bushel ; 
and  the  factors  have  to  make  allowance  for  the  difference  when  they  purchase/ 
or  they  have  to  abide  by  the  loss  of  it  That  is  their  principal  objection; 
but  the  farmer  cannot  feel  so  interested  with  regard  to  shipped  com  as  the 
factors  do. 

1814.  Do  they  desire  positive  weight,  without  reference  to  measure,  or  settled' 
weight  per  sack  or  other  measure? — As  far  as  I  have  consulted  them,  they  cer- 
tamly  wish  for  weight  alone ;  but  since  I  have  been  in  town,  I  have  heard  that 
all  measures  except  the  Imperial  measure  are  to  be  destroyed  ;  and  if  that  could 
be  brought  about  through  the  kingdom,  I  think  the  farmers^  objection  to  mea-- 
sure  would  in  a  certain  degree  be  done  away^  because  it  is  the  diversity  of 
markets  that  is  their  principal  objection.  If  the  farmer  takes  up  a  Derby  paper 
or  a  Nottingham  paper,  he  must  be  quite  a  scholar  to  ascertain  what  the  average 
prices  of  those  markets  are ;  if  all  com  were  sold  by  the  same  standard  they  would 
not  have  that  difficulty. 

1815.  Do  you  suppose  that  farmers  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  com  to 
any  particular  place  on  account  of  the  quotation  which  they  may  see  in  a  paper? 
— Yes,  certainly ;  1  think  that  if  a  man  has  a  large  quantity  of  corn,  and  if,  as  in 
the  place  where  I  live,  he  were  equally  handy  for  the  Nottingham  market  or  the 
Derby  market,  and  if  he  could  tell  the  exact  measure,  he  would  be  induced  to* 
send  to  the  best  market 

1816.  You  stated  that  the  practices  in  Derby,  Nottingham  and  Loughborough 
are  very  much  the  same?— No  j  I  should  say  that  Nottingham  comes  nearer  the 
lawful  method  than  any  other,  because  they  sell  more  by  the  Imperial  measure ; 
but  there  is  a  variation ;  some  will  sell  by  the  old  measure,  which  is  34  quarts, 
and  some  sell  by  the  Winchester,  which  is  only  32  quarts  ;  but  that  practice  pre- 
vails more  at  Derby  than  at  Nottingham  ;  it  used  to  prevail  equally  at  one  as  at 
the  other. 

1817.  Supposing  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  were  adopted,  would  they 
still  continue  to  measure  their  com  in  order  to  check  the  threshers  ? — Yes,  I  do 
not  see  how  they  could  do  otherwise. 

1818.  Why  could  not  they  agree  to  pay  the  thresher  by  weight?-— It  would 
not  be  so  convenient ;  and  it  is  a  practice  that  has  been  long  in  use  without 
inconvenience. 

1819.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  it? — No,  there  is  no 
further  reason  why  they  should  not  pay  by  weight  Some  pay  by  the  thrave ; 
there  are  40  sheaves  to  a  thrave,  and  they  pay  the  men  according  to  that ;  but  it 
is  not  one  in  50  that  does  so. 

1820.  But  you  conceive  that  they  would  prefer  measuring  their  com,  in  order 
to  check  their  threshers,  because  it  would  be  more  convenient  on  account  of  the 
corn  being  put  up  into  some  measure  of  capacity  ? — Yes,  I  think  so;  it  is  the  way 
that  they  have  been  used  to,  and  they  find  no  objection  to  that  method;  and 
I  think  they  would  not  wish  to  vary  from  it.  We  give  3  ^.  6  rf.  or  4^.  a  quarter 
for  threshing,  and  therefore  it  is  of  very  little  importance  whether  it  is  done  by 
Imperial  measure  or  the  other  measure.     The  bushel  measures  have  a  handle  on 
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Mr.  J.  M.  Fellowi.  ^ach  side,  and  I  do  not  know  anything  more  convenient  to  fill  a  sajck  ;  therefore 

_! I  think  it  would  be  their  wish  to  continue  to  do  it  in  that  way. 

3  Jnne  1834.  1821.  Why  do  you  prefer  weight  alone  for  selling? — Because  I  think  it  is  the 

simplest  way,  and  I  think  it  is  not  so  open  to  fraud  as  the  other ;  because  the 
other  is  open  to  fraud  by  the  diflference  of  measuring,  and  weight  is  not  open  to 
any  fraud  that  I  am  aware  of,  at  least  of  any  consequence. 

1822.  What  becomes  of  the  corn  after  it  is  measured  for  paying  the  thresher; 
is  it  put  into  bulk  or  immediately  put  into  sacks? — Immediately  put  into  sacks, 
and  mostly  put  into  the  waggon  inside  the  bam ;  where  there  is  not  other  con- 
venience it  is  put  into  the  barn. 

1823.  Into  the  granary? — ^We  are  all  so  poor  now  that  it  very  seldom  goes 
into  the  granary. 

1 824.  Where  it  goes  into  the  granary  it  would  have  to  be  measured  agaiu^ 
would  it  not  ?-^Yes,  if  they  threw  it  out  of  the  sack. 

1825.  Supposing  it  were  not  put  into  the  sack,  but  put  into  the  bulk  in  the 
granary,  it  would  have  to  be  measured  ? — I  should  think  it  would  seldom  be 
thrown  down ;  it  keeps  better  in  the  stra^  than  in  the  bag,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  a  farmer  would  keep  it  above  two  or  three  weeks  by  him  after  it  was 
threshed ;  he  would  not  thresh  it  till  it  was  wanted,  because  it  keeps  so  much 
better  in  the  straw. 

1826.  Will  weight  alone  tell  the  quality  of  the  com? — Certainly  not,  unless 
you  know  the  bulk  of  it  as  well  as  the  weight. 

1827.  What  objection  have  you  to  sell  by  measure,  stating  at  the  same  time 
the  weight  with  the  measure  ?—  I  think  the  only  objection  would  be  that  it  would 
cause  more  disputes  ;  because  if  you  were  to  sell  corn,  and  warranted  it  such  a 
weight,  if  in  the  course  of  a  load  there  should  be  a  sack  differ,  and  the  market 
fell,  the  purchaser  might  get  off  his  bargain,  and  there  might  be  possible  dis- 
putes in  that  way  :  that  is  the  principal  objection,  I  think,  that  there  is  against  it. 

1828.  If  the  corn  weighs  so  many  stone  as  agreed  upon  per  sack,  you  sell  it 
at  the  stipulated  price  ;  but  if  it  falls  short,  or  exceeds  the  stipulated  weight  per 
sack,  you  pay  the  miller  or  factor,  or  he  pays  you  ? — Yes,  I  stated  that  before, 

1829.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  compelling  the  farmer  to  sell  by  measure  and 
give  the  weight  by  measure,  would  operate  as  any  inconvenience  or  injury  to  him? 
— No  further  than  what  I  stated,  that  I  think  that  supposing  you  were  to  sell  10 
or  20  quarters  of  corn,  and  warranted  it  such  a  weight  per  sack,  and  the  markets 
were  in  the  meantime  to  fall,  the  factor  might  refuse  taking  it,  because  you  did 
not  deliver  it  according  to  bargain  ;  but  delivering  it  as  we  do,  not  warranted  to  be 
such  a  weight,  we  sell  at  18  stone,  and  if  it  does  not  weigh  that  we  make  it  up. 
The  weight  is  so  much,  we  say,  after  the  man  has  seen  the  sample ;  and  that  I 
think  is  a  much  simpler  way  and  less  liable  to  dispute  than  warranting  the  weight 
of  each.  If  I  had  some  corn,  and  it  weighed  1 8  ^  stone,  and  I  was  to  sell  it  for 
18^  stone,  that  man  might  throw  up  his  bargain  because  it  was  i8st.  6 lbs.  per 
sack.  If  it  was  not  the  exact  weight  that  you  sold  it  for,  he  has  a  loop-hole  to  get 
out  at ;  if  you  sell  it  him  and  warrant  it  1 8  stone,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  or 
receive  any  overplus,  you  are  not  bound  to  deliver  the  com  exactly  to  half 
a  pound. 

1830.  Your  objection  to  weight  and  measure  combined  is,  that  it  admits  of  two 
ingredients  of  fraud  instead  of  one,  which  either  measure  or  weight  would  not  do? 
*^Yes,  it  is ;  but  I  understood  the  question  to  be,  that  you  are  to  sell  your  com  at 
so  much  per  sack,  and  that  you  were  bound  to  deliver  it  at  so  much  per  sack, 
and  now  we  are  not  bound  to  do  that 

1 831 .  The  term  weight  per  measure  means  to  imply  this,  a  certain  weight  of  a 
certain  quality?— Yes,  I  understand  now;  but  I  understood  that  what  the  ques- 
tion meant  by  combining  the  weight  and  measure  was,  that  if  I  made  a  bargain, 
I  was  obliged  to  say  this  corn  weighs  so  much,  and  it  shall  be  so  much  per  bushel 
or  per;  sack. 

1832.  You  stated  you  could  not  ascertain  the  quality  by  the  weight  alone? — 
No,  certainly  not;  or  by  the  measure  alone. 

,  ^833.  And  therefore  selling  corn  of  such  a  weight  and  such  a  quality  cannot 
be  known,  unless  you  had  previously  measured  the  corn  either  really  or  in  your 
judgment,  your  own  judgment  and  experience  enabling  you  to  guarantee  the  mea- 
s.ure  ?— Yes  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  there  was  ever  an  mstance  of  corn  being  put 
yp  without  some  kind  of  measure,  because  in  that  list  that  I  gave  in  it  was  stateji  • 
bv  the  bag  ;  he  filled  the  sacks  moderately.  .     ..    , 

1834.  Should 
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1834.  Should  you  consider  the  case  you  have  described,  of  the  farmer  bargain-  Mr.  J.  M.  Fellous. 

ing  with  the  dealer  to  sell  so  much  corn  at  so  much  a  bushel,  and  throwing  up       

his  bargain  in  consequence  of  the  bulk  not  having  corresponded  with  the  sample,  as       ^  ^"®  ^  ^ 
likely  to  occur  ? — Certainly ;  I  should  think  that  he  was  perfectly  justified  in 

doing  that.  An  uncle  of  mine,  who  lives  in  the  next  farm  to  us,  within  these  few 
weeks  took  in  a  stack  of  wheat  from  about  25  to  30  quarters ;  the  first  part  he 
took  was  during  the  dry  weather  in  February  or  March,  that  weighed  19  J  stone' 
including  the  bags,  and  the  latter  part  was  taken  in  and  threshed  by  the  same 
man,  put  up  by  the  same  measure,  and  sold  to  the  same  miller,  and  it  weighed  6  lbs. 
a  sack  less;  the  corn  was  equally  good,  but  in  consequence  of  the  damp  days 
coming,  it  had  increased  in  bulk  and  decreased  in  weight ;  therefore  I  should 
think  under  these  circumstances  the  purchaser  would  be  perfectly  justified  in 
throwing  up  the  bargain. 

1 835.  And  the  dealer  has  now  the  power  of  throwing  up  the  bargain,  if  the 
bulk  does  not  correspond  with  the  sample  ? — Certainly  he  has  ;  because  the  least 
change  of  the  weather,  if  the  com  is  a^out  the  barn  floor,  which  is  principally 
in  our  part  of  the  country  made  of  limestone,  will  affect  it  so  much  that  it  will 
increase  it  in  bulk,  and  of  course  decrease  it  in  weight.  This  very  sample  of 
com  that  I  was  speaking  of  decreased  6  lbs.  in  weight,  and  increased  in  bulk 
accordingly ;  but  the  difference  of  weight  per  sack  made  the  balance  equal 
to  what  it  had  gained  in  bulk. 

1836.  And  bargains  are  now  sometimes  thrown  up  ? — Certainly,  either  thrown 
up  or  an  allowance  made. 

1837.  In  fact,  whatever  system  were  adopted,  if  the  bulk  did  not  correspond 
with  the  sample,  bargains  always  would  be  thrown  up? — Yes,  if  it  were  sold  by 
weight  and  measure  ;  but  if  it  were  sold  by  so  much  a  cwt.  it  would  not.  t 

1838.  Why  not? — Because,  though  it  is  certainly  a  very  good  criterion  to  go 
by  weight  and  measure,  it  is  a  much  better  criterion  to  go  by  a  sample.  If 
a  man  knows  what  the  corn  will  weigh,  it  is  a  very  good  criterion  for  him  to 
judge  of  the  quality  of  corn ;  but  still  1  say  that  to  look  at  the  sample  is 
much  better. 

1 839.  According  to  your  own  declaration,  the  corn  would  be  both  measured 
and  weighed;  it  would  be  measured  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  threshers, 
and  weighed  for  the  purpose  of  selling  at  the  market? — Yes,  it  is  so;  the  first 
question,  when  you  show  a  man  a  sample  of  corn  in  the  market,  is,  what  does 
this  weigh?  If  you  say  it  weighs  19  stone  in  the  sack,  he  does  not  buy  at 
19  stone,  but  he  buys  at  18,  and  pays  you  the  difference  of  the  over-weight; 
but  he  asks  you  the  question  that  he  may  judge  what  the  quality  is. 

1840.  If  the  imaginary  weight  or  the  weight  by  measure  of  the  wheat  should 
be  altered  by  reason  of  the  dampness,  would  not  the  real  weight  be  altered  ?— 
-No,  I  think  it  would  not  make  any  difference  in  the  selling  of  corn. 

-  1841.  Have  you  ever  seen  an  instrument  called  a  chondrometer,  a  small  brass 
bucket  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  them ;  but  I  should  not  like  to  purchase  much  corn 
by  them. 

1 842.  It  is  not  commonly  used  ? — Not  by  the  farmers. 

1 843.  By  the  factors  ? — No,  I  think  not ;  certainly  not  at  Nottingham,  and  I 
think  not  at  any  places  that  I  know.  I  saw  one  at  Shardlow  ;  but  I  think  that 
they  would  not  like  to  depend  upon  that  alone. 

1844.  Incase  the  delivery  were  below  the  stipulated  weight,  and  no  allow- 
ance made  for  the  change  effected  by  the  dampness,  would  not  the  factor  be 
released  from  his  bargain  ? — ^Yes,  because  it  is  not  the  weight.  If  1  had  a  quan- 
tity of  com,  that  same  quantity  of  corn  would  weigh  the  same  weight ;  but  if  I 
were  to  measure  that,  and  combine  the  weight  with  the  measure,  there  v**ould 
be  a  difference ;  whenever  the  corn  partakes  of  any  difference  of  atmosphere  it 
measures  more,  and  of  course  weighs  less. 

1845.  Supposing  a  factor  bargained  for  a  certain  weight  of  wheat  in  a  whole- 
some condition,  and  between  the  sale  and  delivery  the  wheat  should  have  become 
damp  through  changes  in  the  atmosphere,  would  the  weight  of  the  wheat  in  a 
damp  condition  answer  to  the  weight  of  the  wheat  in  a  dry  condition  ? — No,  for 
the  reasons  that  I  have  stated ;  the  same  in  weight  the  quantity  would  be,  but 
it  would  be  more  in  bulk. 

1846.  Would  not  the  difference  be  a  loss  to  the  purchaser? — Of  course  it 
would. 

1847.  J»  not. this  difference  exactly  the  same  in  kind  which  would  arise  if  me^^- 
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Mr.  /.  M^  Fellvmi.  snres  were  employed  as  a  standard  ? — If  measures  alone  were  employed,  and  the 
"  wheat  were  not  weighed,  the  difference  would  be  in  favour  of  the  farmer,  because 

3  Jaae  1834.      ^^  wheat  would  measure  more. 

1 848.  Would  it  be  the  same  in  value  ?<— No,  because  there  would  not  be  so 
much  flour  in  it. 

1 849.  May  that  not  be  ascertained,  if  the  wheat  be  of  the  same  kind,  by  wait- 
ing till  it  is  dried,  or  by  drying  it  in  the  kiln  ? — I  dare  say  it  may  be ;  but  it 
would  be  a  losing  process  to  the  purchaser,  because  he  wishes  to  have  it  dried ; 
if  he  sees  it  in  a  dried  state  he  will  give  2  ^1,  a  quarter  more  for  it,  but  if  he  has 
to  wait  till  it  is  dried  it  is  an  inconvenience  to  him. 

1 850.  Do  not  the  farmers  sell  their  corn  damp  to  the  millers  very  frequently! 
— Yes,  and  the  miller  buys  it,  and  he  will  not  give  so  much. 

1 85 1 .  At  an  inferior  price  ? — Yes.  Just  after  the  late  harvest  the  corn  was  not 
fit  to  grind,  and  therefore  it  was  bought  accordingly ;  and  the  miller  either  had  to 
kiln-dry  it,  or  he  had  to  wait  till  it  was  dried,  and  that  was  a  loss  to  him ;  and 
if  he  could  not  buy  it  at  a  price  accordingly,  he  would  not  buy  it  at  all. 

1852.  If  any  such  difference  should  arise  in  the  condition  of  the  wheat  in  its 
quality  or  weight  for  measure,  might  not  the  change  be  made  by  a  new  bargain, 
or  by  41  deduction  in  the  price  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  very  often  done  :  sooner  than  the 
farmer  would  take  his  corn  back  again,  he  would  make  a  fresh  bargain. 

1853.  Might  not  a  bargain  be  made  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  that. if  a  diflerence 
should  be  produced  in  consequence  of  the  dampness,  you  should  not  vacate  the 
price,  but  that  parties  should  make  up  the  deficiency  in  additional  measure,  so 
that  the  full  weight  might  be  given  ? — There  might  be  a  bargain  made  of  that  kind; 
but  I  think  that  I  was  rather  misunderstood  as  to  the  effect  of  the  dampness.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  if  a  waggon-load  of  wheat  was  in  sack,  that  any  but  a  great 
change  of  weather  would  have  much  influence  on  the  wheat ;  it  is  when  it  is 
spread  on  the  ground  floor,  in  the  act  of  threshing,  or  in  the  act  of  winnowing, 
that  the  weather  affects  it ;  and  in  general  and  what  ought  to  be  the  case  is,  that 
tlie  farmer  ought  to  thresh  his  com  before  he  sells  it ;  and  then  it  is  in  the  state 
that  I  have  described.  A  man  ought  not  to  take  a  sample  into  the  market  till  it 
is  in  a  ready  state  for  sale,  and  is  put  in  sacks  into  the  barn. 

1854.  Might  not  the  difficulty  be  provided  for  by  a  corresponding  deduction  ill 
price  ? — Yes ;  but  then  a  farmer  does  not  like  to  acknowledge,  when  he  sells  a  lot 
of  wheat,  that  he  has  not  got  it  ready ;  he  must  winnow  a  small  quantity,  in  order 
to  get  a  sample  ;  that  is  done  by  some  poor  farmers. 

1 855.  Is  not  this  one  of  the  cases  of  chance  or  accident  which  might  be  left  to 
the  foresight  or  prudence  of  parties  ? — Certainly  it  is. 

1 856.  It  forms  no  part  of  the  question  of  standard  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

1857.  Is  there  any  extensive  complaint  on  the  part  of  either  the  buyers  or 
sellers  of  corn,  either  in  the  London  market  in  Mark-lane,  or  in  the  country  mar^ 
kets  in  which  the  practice  of  selling  corn  by  measure  only  at  present  exists,  that 
some  legislative  enactment  is  necessary  to  alter  that  mode  of  transacting  their 
business? — ^As  to  the  London  market  1  cannot  tell,  but  in  the  country  markets, 
those  that  I  have  mentioned,  there  is  a  very  general  wish  for  it  to  be  done ;  but  I 
think  the  principal  reason,  as  I  mentioned  before,  is  that  they  cannot  measure 
after  the  London  and  different  port^meters,  and  therefore  they  have  to  be  the 
losers. 

1858.  But  you  have  heard  great  complaints? — Yes,  but  the  principal  com- 
plaints have  been  of  the  port-meters. 

1859.  If  such  complaints  have  existed,  why  have  they  not  shown  themselves 
in  numerous  petitions  to  Parliament? — I  do  not  know ;  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  anybody  had  got  up  the  petition,  there  would  have  been  many  who  would 
have  signed  it,  particularly  in  Lincolnshire ;  but  it  is  not  so  crying  an  evil  as  to 
make  it  popular  enough  to  get  petitions  up. 

i860.  You  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  great  evil  ? — Yes,  I  think  so  j  but  petitions 
have  been  got  up  on  so  many  subjects,  that  I  think  it  would  not  be  popular 
enough. 

1861.  Is  that  from  the  ignorance  of  the  farmers  ? — Yes.  In  the  first  piace^  the 
farmers  are  not  exactly  to  be  expected  to  be  perpetually  stirring  in  the  matter, 
but  still  they  all  cry  against  it ;  and  the  corn  being  sold  by  weight  rather  than  by 
measure  in  our  markets,  proves  that  they  consider  it  an  evil. 

1 862.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  corn-factor  has  some  interest  in  upholding 
the -present  system? — Yes;  he  can  make  2  lbs.  a  bushel,  which  3  lbs.  a^  bushel 
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is  16  lbs.  per  quarter ;  that  16  lbs.  per  quarter  would  he  is.  6d.  b,  sack ;  and  that  Mr.  J.  M.  Fettwk. 

would  be  6*.  an  acre  difference  to  the  grower,  whether  it  was  lightly  measured       

or  heavily  measured ;  and  therefore  I  thmk  it  is  an  evil  that  ought  to  be  done      3  June  i834# 
away,  and  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done  away* 

1 863.  If  a  compulsory  sale  by  weight  as  well  as  by  measure  is  thought  by 
them  to  be  likely  to  have  a  benencial  influence,  why  do  they  not  petition  for  that 
measure  ?  Supposing  the  seller  was  not  compelled  to  weigh,  but  merely  to  agree 
with  the  buyer  as  to  the  probable  weight  of  any  certain  quantity  of  corn  sold,  so 
as  to  enable  the  com  inspector  to  introduce  into  his  quotation  the  admitted  weight, 
would  that  lead  to  a  more  correct  information  of  the  actual  value  in  each  market^ 
and  to  an  extent  rendering  the  alteration  desirable  ?— As  fkr  as  I  have  understood 
the  Question,  except  it  was  taken  very  exactly,  1  do  not  think  the  return  of  both 
weight  and  measure  would  be  of  use.  If  every  farmer  was  required  to  sell  accord* 
ing  to  imperial  measure,  and  if  the  return  was  made  of  the  weight,  I  think  it 
would  be  extremely  useful,  because  a  farmer  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom,  if  he 
finds  there  is  a  market  at  another  part  varying  2s.  or  3  5.,  he  would  look  to  see 
whether  the  quality  of  com  accounted  for  that  variation. 

1864.  How  would  he  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  corn? — By  the  weight  of  it. 
Supposing  it  was  sold  all  by  Imperial  measure,  and  the  weight  was  returned  with 
the  measure,  it  might  be  of  use  ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  done  in  that  loose  way  that 
the  question  mentions,  I  think  it  would  produce  more  confusion,  if  the  seller  was 
only  to  tell  you  what  he  thought  it  was. 

1865.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  bargain  having  taken  place  on  such  terms 
would  be  sufficient  guarantee  to  the  inspector  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  seller  or  by  the  purchaser  ? — I  understand  that  the  inspector  is 
to  give  the  weight  as  well  as  the  measure,  because  what  those  people  suppose  it 
would  weigh  would  lead  people  more  astray  than  if  it  was  not  given  at  all.  If 
I  were  to  sell  20  quarters  of  corn,  and  tell  you  that  it  would  weigh  i8st.  7  lbs., 
that  corn  might  very  likely  through  the  change  of  the  atmosphere  weigh  3  lbs.  or 
4lbs.  more,  or  3 lbs.  or  4lbs.  less;  that  3  lbs.  or  4 lbs.  more  or  less  would  lead  to 
there  being  3  lbs.  or  4  lbs.  returned  off  of  the  real  value,  and  do  harm  more  than 
good,  because  the  use  of  the  return  is  to  satisfy  the  country  of  the  actual  price  and 
the  actual  quality  of  it 

1 866.  You  do  not  think  that  any  person  would  be  impmdent  enough  to  con* 
elude  a  bargain  with  you,  unless  his  own  experience  enabled  him  to  judge  that 
your  statement  of  the  quality  of  the  corn  was  correct? — Certainly  not ;  it  is  a  very 
loose  sort  of  bargain,  and  it  is  a  thing  that  nobody  does  practice,  and  I  should 
Uiink,  if  I  saw  a  farmer  doing  so,  I  should  have  a  poor  opinion  of  him. 

1 867.  How  do  they  bargain  ? — ^Here  is  a  sample  of  wheat ;  the  factor  says,  what 
does  this  weigh  per  sack?  and  the  farmer  would  say,  I  have  weighed  one  or  two 
sacks,  and  it  weighs  19  stone:  and  he  says,  I  will  take  it;  and  he  takes  it  at  18 
stone  per  sack,  and  pays  for  the  over-weight  and  receives  for  under-weight ; 
when  he  comes  to  pay  for  it  he  pays  for  it  as  1 8  stone  per  sack. 

1 868.  Do  any  tickets  pass  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — Yes,  that  ticket  which 
I  handed  in  ;  the  factor  would  give  the  same  ticket. 

1869.  I'  Tnnst  be  supposed  in  the  case  described,  all  com  deteriorated  in  value 
by  any  circumstance  not  affecting  its  weight,  such  as  a  musty  smell  or  dis-^ 
coloration,  must  be  specially  entered  and  reported  in  different  columns  ? — Yes, 
if  you  wish  totnake  a  proper  return  it  certainly  should  be,  because  there  is  infe* 
rior  com.  We  have  several  starch  manufactories,  and  they  can  use  inferior  corn ; 
and  that,  when  com  is  selling  at  50  ^.,  is  selling  at  40^.,  and  therefore  there  shpuld 
be  so  much  damaged  returned. 

1870.  Then  you  would  have  one  column  for  damaged  corn? — Yes. 

1871.  The  Committee  collect  from  your  evidence,  that  you  would  recommend 
the  sale  of  wheat  by  weight  alone  ? — I  should  say  by  weight  alone,  because  I  call 
it  weight  alone  selling  it  in  the  sack,  and  then  selling  it  by  weight.  If  that  means 
measure  combined  with  weight,  I  should  think  that  we  must  put  the  com  into 
something ;  and  therefore  if  we  put  the  corn  into  a  sack  measuring  five  bushels,  it 
would  be  still  measure,  but  we  should  not  like  to  be  bound  to  make  the  measure 
exact,  we  should  not  like  to  make  it  63  lbs.  or  64  lbs.  Last  year  the  Imperial 
bushel  would  not  weigh  62  lbs.,  and  now,  from  the  wheat  being  so  fine,  63  lbs.  is 
quite  an  inferior  weight  I  have  two  or  three  lists,  and  that  in  use  is  above  19 
stone,  which  would  be  nearly  64  lbs.  to  the  bushel. 

1872.  What  is  the  greatest  weight  of  corn  for  the  Imperial  bushel  tliat  you 
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Mr.  J.  M.  Felhws.  have  ever  known  ? — The  account  in  that  paper  is  as  good  a  sample  as  in  general 
'  is  given  in ;  I  have  heard  of  20  stone  per  sack,  but  then  it  is  particularly  fine 

3  June  1834-      corn. 

1873.  How  much  is  that  per  bushel  ? — Upwards  of  69  lbs, 

1874.  With  regard  to  light  and  heavy-handed  measuring,  what  is  the  greatest 
difference  that  you  think  can  be  made  in  60  lbs.  of  corn  ?— If  a  stranger,  who* 
had  never  measured  before,  was  to  measure  it,  and  not  to  be  told  how  to 
measure  it,  he  would  make  4  or  5  lbs.  difference ;  but  a  regular  measurer 
will,  by  measuring  what  you  think  fair,  and  I  dare  say  that  any  person  that 
was  not  up  to  the  trick  would  say  he  was  measuring  fair,  because  it  is  more  by 
the  force  of  the  shovel ;  %ut  if  I  was  to  measure,  1  cannot  measure  so  light  by 
4  or  5  lbs.,  because  I  should  put  it  in  awkwardly.  Supposing  one  who  was  used 
to  measuring  was  to  measure  against  a  light-handed  porter,  there  would  be  about 
2  lbs.  difference  in  a  bushel  of  63  lbs. ;  if  I  was  going  to  measure  against  that 
light-handed  measurer,  there  would  be  4  or  5  lbs.  difference. 

1875.  Supposing  a  bushel  of  60  lbs.  weight,  the  light-handed  measurer  could 
make  it  62  lbs.  ? — No,  the  contrary ;  the  light-handed  measurer  would  make  it 
60  lbs.  and  I  should  make  it  64  lbs. ;  but  he  himself,  by  measuring  it  in  such  a 
way  that  you  would  not  perceive  the  difference,  would  make  2  lbs.  difference;  but 
I  should  measure  with  a  shovel,  but  they  measure  by  two  tin  scoops,  and  by  two 
fillings  in  the  form  of  a  Hoop  ;  but  if  a  stranger  was  to  go,  he  would  take  a  shovel 
and  fill  it  with  a  shovel,  and  it  would  be  4  lbs.  difference  to  what  that  light- 
handed  measurer  could  do  it  with  his  scoop.  It  is  an  experiment  that  I  have  seen 
tried  at  various  places,  both  at  Lincoln,  and  Nottingham,  and  Derby,  and  my  own 
house. 

1876.  Then  the  difference  between  an  experienced  measurer  and  an  inexpe- 
rienced measurer  would  be  4  lbs.  r — Yes,  but  that  is  not  a  thing  that  you  would 
put  a  measurer  to  measure  ;  but  the  difference  between  the  farmer  s  measurer  and 
the  sworn  meter  at  the  ports  will  be  2  lbs.  from  the  Imperial  measure. 

1877.  Have  you  nothing  further  to  state? — I  would  further  remark,  respecting 
the  returns,  they  are  now  made,  and  in  a  most  careless  manner,  by  the  purchaser, 
whereby  the  public  are  deceived  in  both  price  and  quantity.  I-  will  name  an 
instance  that  takes  place  every  week.  Wheat  that  is  grown  and  bought  of  the 
farmer  at  Boston,  Spalding  and  other  parts  of  Lincolnshire,  we  will  say  50  quar- 
ters, at  50  5.  per  quarter ;  it  is  returned  as  that  quantity  and  at  that  price 
at  Boston ;  in  a  few  days  sold  at  Lincoln  market,  with  2  ^.  or  3  s.  commission  and 
freightage ;  then  it  is  again  returned  ;  again  it  is  sold  Nottingham  or  Derby,  with 
4  s.  per  quarter  commission  and  freightage,  and  a  third  time  returned :  by  this 
means  this  50  quarters  of  wheat  appears  in  the  general  returns  as  150  quarters, 
and  instead  of  50^.  per  quarter  received  by  the  producer,  it  appears  on  the 
averages  at  505,,  52  j?.  and  56^.  I  would  remedy  this  by  only  allowing  British 
corn  to  be  returned  by  the  grower  jointly  with  the  first  purchaser  ;  in  which  I  am 
sure  the  farmers  would  comply,  as  they  see  it  is  for  their  interest  to  do  so.  Be- 
sides, it  would  prevent  a  fraud  frequently  practised  by  corn-dealers  who  have 
taken  contracts,  and  find  it  their  interest  to  admit  foreign  corn  ;  they  meet  together, 
make  false  sales  at  prices  to  bring  the  averages  low  enough  to  admit  foreign  com 
at  a  price  to  suit  their  purpose  for  the  next  six  weeks,  when  in  fact  not  a  grain 
of  com  passes  from  one  to  the  other. 

1878.  Referring  to  the  question  asked  you  before,  you  state  th#  it  would  be 
necessary,  you  conceived,  to  have  some  description  of  measure  by  which  weight 
was  to  be  regulated  ? — Yes,  in  a  loose  way  I  think  it  would  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
you  should  be  bound  exactly  to  deliver  it,  because  in  measuring  some  hundred 
bushels  you  could  not  deliver  them  nil  alike. 

1879.  ^hich  of  the  existing  measures  is  it  which  you  would  recommend?— 
The  sack  certainly,  as  being  the  most  convenient. 

1880.  In  the  midland  country  being  four  Winchesters? — Yes,  being  four 
Imperial  measures. 

1881.  Is  the  Winchester  measure  entirely  superseded  ? — No,  it  is  not,  particu- 
larly in  oats  ;  oats  are  sold  by  the  Winchester  more  particularly  than  any  other. 

1 882.  Would  it  not,  in  adopting  any  plan  for  weight  and  measure,  be  better  to 
take  that  measure  which  is  most  in  use  in  the  different  counties  ;  or  would  it  be 
better,  do  you  conceive,  to  establish  one  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  ?— One 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  most  certainly,  because  it  would  simplify  the 
markets,  and  simplify  every  return  that  was  made,  so  that  any  common  farmer,  by 
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looking  at  (be  newspaper,  might  see  how  corn  was  selling  in  different  parts  of  the  Mr.  /.  M.  Felh^. 
kingdom  j  and  I  defy  any  man  to  do  that  now.  ~— — . 

1883.  If  weight  alone  was  established,  it  would  be  entirely  doing  away  wi^  the       ^  ^^^^  ^^^* 
existing  system? — It  certainly  would. 

1 884.  Is  there  at  the  present  moment  any  regulation  which  prevents  persons 
from  selling  by  weight  alone? — Supposing  a  person  sells  a  quantity  of  corn  to  a 
dealer  in  the  market  at  present;  he  sells  10  quarters,  and  he  does  not  stipulate  ^ 
for  every  parcel  he  sells  that  he  shall  receive  over-weight;  he  cannot  legally  claim 
the  over-weight,  because  it  is  not  the  custom  of  the  country. 

1885.  Supposing  a  man  said,  ^^  I  will  sell  you  a  thousand  weight  of  corn,  at 
such  a  price,"  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him,  without  mentioning  any  measure  ? 
— He  must  mention  measure,  because  he  must  return  it  by  measure. 

1886.  He  is  compelled  to  do  that? — Yes;  but  it  is  the  over-weight  which  he 
would  dispute  paying  for.  If  I  sold  a  man  20  quarters  of  corn  at  1 8  stone  per 
sack,  and  this  corn  weighed  18  |  stone,  except  1  made  a  particular  bargain,  and 
I  believe  the  law  goes  so  far,  that  except  it  is  made  before  a  witness  you  cannot 
claim  the  over-weight.  There  is  the  last  lot  that  I  sent  in,  and  this  lot  of  over- 
weight makes  a  great  difference  in  the  price  of  the  corn,  rather  more  than  i  s.  6d. 
per  quarter  in  the  price  of  the  corn  to  what  1  sold  it  at. 

1 887.  Supposing  the  Legislature  chose  to  couple  weight  with  measure,  would 
it  be  necessary  to  vary  the  weight  according  to  the  different  seasons  of  the  year? 
— Not  the  different  seasons  of  the  year,  but  different  seasons  it  would,  because 
corn  this  year  weighs  in  heavier  than  I  have  known  it  to  weigh  ;  taking  it  in  the 
general  way,  it  weighs  63  i  lbs.  in  the  bushel :  now  63  lbs.  is  the  general  weight, 
and  I  have  known  it  in  1823  where  it  did  not  weigh  more  than  60  lbs. ;  there- 
fore it  would  be  necessary  to  alter  the  standard  after  every  harvest. 

1888.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  weight  of  corn  immediately  after  the  harvest 
and  after  it  has  been  kept  some  time  ? — I  should  think  very  trifling,  if  the  corn  is 
in  good  condition. 

1889.  Does  not  the  corn  weigh  heavier  immediately  after  the  harvest? — No, 
lighter,  because  it  is  more  bulky.  Old  corn  will  weigh  heavier  by  the  bushel 
than  new  corn,  because  it  goes  into  less  compass ;  it  is  more  plump  after  harvest, 
and  lighter  per  bushel.  I  understand  there  have  been  some  objections  made  to 
selling  by  weight,  because  it  could  be  taken  in  by  fraud  of  scale  ;  and  I  took  the 
trouble  on  Wednesday  last  to  go  on  board  a  collier  ship  at  my  brother's  wharf,  to 
try  the  scales  there ;  and  they  have  a  method  of  weighing  the  coal,  and  three 
penny-pieces  would  turn  it  either  way,  and  that  weighs  2  J  cwt. ;  I  tried  my 
brother's  scales,  and  two  penny-pieces  would  turn  them. 

1890.  Whom  were  they  made  by? — De  Grave. 

1891.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  coal  be  invariably  sold  by  weight  in 
the  river  now  ? — At  this  time  they  are  always  sold  by  weight;  indeed,  the  way 
that  they  unload  the  vessel  is  by  this  scale. 

3  892.  Is  not  the  large  bushel  occasionally  used  ? — If  it  is,  it  is  contrary  to  the 
law  to  do  it. 

1893.  You  apprehend  that  weight  is  the  standard  for  the  sale  of  coal? — Yes, 
it  is  all  sold  by  weight ;  the  chaldron  is  done  away  completely. 
•  1894.  Does  your  brother  prefer  selling  coal  by  weight? — Much  more  than 
measure :  he  used  to  find  that  the  other  system  was  open  to  fraud  ;  and  the  fair 
dealer  is  doing  much  better  now  than  he  was  when  it  was  selling  by  measure. 

Mr.  James  SuttOHy  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

1895.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — At  Shardlow,  in  Derbyshire.  Mr.  Jamti  Suiion, 

1896.  Shardlow  is  situated  on  the  river  Trent? — Yes,  whefe  the  Trent  divides       

the  counties  of  Leicester  and  Derby. 

1897.  Is  there  any  canal  there? — Yes,  several  in  the  neighbourhood;  one 
running  through  it,  the  Grand  Trunk  Canal ;  the  Trent  and  Mersey,  more  com* 
xnonly  called* 

]  898.  You  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  inland  transit  of  com? — Yes,  I  am 

1899.  ^*^^  y^^  hHYe  the  goodness  to  state  in  what  part  of  the  country  ? — 
Bvery  part,  but  more  particularly  in  the  transit  of  com  from  the  Humber  to  the 
Mersey. 

1900.  How  is  com  conveyed  from  the  Humber  to  the  Mersey? — When  I  fiay 
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Mr.  J<me9  Sutton,  from  the  Humber  to  the  Mersey,  I  mean  to  the  intermediate  places,  to  Lincob^ 
'^  Boston,  and  other  places ;  it  is  conveyed  by  rivers  and  canals. 

3  JuB€  1834.  1  poi .  You  are  chiefly  engaged  in  conveying  corn,  are  you  not  ? — Very  much  so. 

1902.  More  so  than  other  things? — On  that  particular  line  ;  and  malt. 

1903.  You  convey  large  quantities  of  corn  ? — Very  great  indeed. 

1904.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  state  the  quantity  of  corn  in  a  year  that 
you  have  conveyed? — I  am  not  able  to  state,  but  I  have  known  frequency  six  or 
seven  boat-loads  of  wheat  a  day ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  state  the  quantities  in 
a  year  that  there  would  be. 

1 905.  What  is  the  usual  quantity  of  com  conveyed  in  a  boat-load  ? — 'A  boat-load 
on  the  canals  is  generally  about  80  Imperial  quarters ;  that  weighs  nearly  17  tons. 

1906.  Do  you  experience  any  inconvenience  from  the  present  practices  of 
selling  corn  ? — We  did  experience  great  inconvenience  from  them ;  but  we  have 
regulations  of  our  own  to  obviate  them* 

1907.  In  consequence  of  those  inconveniences,  you  have  found  it  necessary  to 
make  arrangements  ? — We  entirely  carry  com  by  weight  in  every  direction. 

1908.  Have  you  heard  complaints  from  others  of  the  inconveniences  of  the 
present  system  in  your  part  of  the  country? — I  have  heard  many  complaints  that 
there  should  be  so  many  modes  of  selling. 

1909.  With  reference  to  the  transit  of  corn,  do  you  think  that  other  navigators 
have  adopted  rules  of  their  own  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  ?— They  have ;  all 
that  I  know  carry  it  by  weight.  I  ought  to  remark  that  there  is  another  reason 
for  that,  and  it  is  that  the  tonnages  are  paid  by  weight 

1916.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  what  the  inconveniences  were  ?— The 
inconveniences  were  great  disputes ;  we  werei  unable  to  satisfy  the  buyer  that  he 
had  the  same  quantity  that  he  purchased. 

1911.  How  so? — Because  there  are  no  two  men  in  England  that  can  measure 
1 00  quarters  of  wheat  and  make  the  same  of  them,  but  two  men  in  weighing  them 
could  make  them  the  same. 

1912.  Would  not  the  same  meter  make  them  precisely  the  same  ? — That  would 
be  impossible,  because  a  meter  at  Hull  could  not  be  at  Liverpool  or  at  more  than 
one  place,  or  he  might  very  likely  be  able  to  do  it  from  experience. 

1913.  What  suggestions  have  you  to  offer  to  the  Committee  for  the  correction 
of  the  inconveniences  which  exist? — I  do  not  know  of  any;  but  from  bring 
extensively  engaged  in  a  course  of  business,  I  should  say,  if  you  had  but  one 
simple  rule  for  the  management  of  them,  it  always  works  well. 

1914.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  in  what  respect  you  think  weight  is 
preferable  to  measure? — I  generally  as  a  carrier  of  wheat  find  that  if  a  man 
weighs  wheat  in  Liverpool,  and  another  man  weighs  the  same  wheat  at  Hull,  they 
make  the  same  weight  of  it,  supposing  it  has  not  been  meddled  with  on  the  road. 

1915.  Have  you  had  any  transactions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hull  or  IJfer- 
pool  ? — We  have  not  had  so  many  customers  as  in  Boston  and  Lincoln.  Years 
ago  we  had  a  great  many,  but  the  conveyance  of  com  to  Hull  and  Liverpool  is 
coastwise ;  in  time  of  war  it  comes  up  our  way :  the  freight  is  so  low  that  we  convey 
scarcely  any  wheat  to  Hull. 

1916.  What  is  the  freight  now? — By  the  coast  it  varies  from  i2.f.ta)5«i 
a  ton ;  that  will  be  2  ^.  6  ^  a  quarter,  and  not  more. 

1917.  What  is  the  freight  inland? — Inland  it  would  be  near  30*.,  because  the 
tonnage  would  be  as  much  as  the  freight  is  the  other  way. 

1918.  That  is  the  charge  for  the  canals  ? — Yes. 

1919.  Would  there  not  be  facilities  for  robbery  under  the  system  of  weight?— 
Yes,  there  are,  but  they  are  easily  detected ;  by  weighing  the  com  you  can 
always  tell  whether  it  has  been  robbed  or  not. 

1920.  If  any  part  of  the  quantity  were  abstracted,  you  would  have  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  weight  as  well  as  in  measure? — Yes,  we  should. 

1921.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  that  you  should  receive 
your  cargoes  in  weight,  and  return  them  in  weight  ? — Yes. 

1922.  Will  you  state  why  you  think  sfo? — I  think  so  for  the  reason  I  stated 
before,  that  we  can  always  detect  frauds,  and  it  is  less  trouble  to  weigh  com  than 
to  measure  it  when  it  is  in  sacks,  which  it  generally  is. 

1923.  Do  you  think  that  it  gives  greater  facility  when  the  corn  is  in  bulk?— 
When  the  corn  is  in  bulk  it  is  a  much  greater  expense  to  weigh  it  than  t» 
measure  it,  because  you  have  to  fill  the  bushel,  and  then  put  that  into  the  sack ; 
it  is  the  same  trouble  to  fill  the  bushel  as  to  fill  the^sack» 
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1924.  Does  the  corn  become  more  damp  in  consequence  of  its  transit  from   lir4  Jamer  Sui4€m. 
one  part  of  the  country  to  another? — It  very  frequently  improves  the  condition;      — — — r- 

it  depends  upon  the  time  of  the  year*  At  this  time  of  the  year  I  see  wheat  passing     3  J^me  1834. 
which  belongs  to  a  person  I  know,  and  it  is  not  in  very  good  condition ;  I  have 
told  our  people  to  keep  it  till  there  is  a  very  sunny  day,  and  by  transhipping  it 
in  a  hot  sun  it  will  improve  its  quality  very  much. 

1925,  That  is  supposing  it  to  be  in  bulk  ? — Yes. 

1926*  In  the  sack  it  would  not  have  any  effect  ? — Certainly ;  no  weather  affects 
wheat  in  sacks,  either  wet  or  dry. 

1927.  But  it  is  chiefly  conveyed  in  bulk  ? — Yes,  wheat  is  conveyed  in  bulk.    > 

1928.  Are  wheats  of  different  kinds  frequently  conveyed  in  the  same  vessel  ? — 
Very  frequently. 

1929.  Inland? — Inland. 

1930.  How  do  you  avoid  mixing  them  ? — In  that  case  perhaps  a  gentleman  at 
Boston  market  will  purchase  100  quarters  of  wheat,  and  before  it  comes  into  our 
country  he  wants  to  make  it  250,  and  he  purchases  and  makes  the  cargo  250,  and 
ihey  are  all  mixed  together ;  he  makes  one  cargo. 

1931.  Are  there  not  some  cases  in  which  it  would  be  desirable  not  to  mix  the 
com? — Yes. 

1932.  How  do  you  ^ect  that  object  ? — By  putting  a  quantity  in  sacks  sufficient 
to  separate  them. 

1933.  You  mean  that  the  corn  of  one  kind  is  on  one  side  of  the  heap,  and  the 
com  of  the  other  kind  on  the  other  side? — *Yes. 

1 934.  Is  there  never  any  partition  in  the  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  separating 
the  corn  ? — ^There  are  in  the  vessels  that  take  immense  quantities,  but  those  smaU   ^ 
vessels  that  I  allude  to  have  but  one  hold. 

1935.  Is  it  not  a  common  thing  for  vessels  that  contey  corn  coastwise  to  have 
partitions  in  them  for  the  purpose  of  separating  different  kmds  of  com  ? — ^Yes,  it  is. 

1936.  When  the  com  becomes  more  damp  does  it  increase  the  weight? — It 
has  very  little  effect  on  anything  but  manufactured  corn,  I  mean  malt ;  upon  that 
it  has  a  very  great  effect. 

1937.  Does  it  increase  the  weight? — Yes* 

1938.  It  would  not  increase  the  weight  per  measure? — No,  it  would  not 
increase  the  weight  per  measure. 

1939.  If,  therefore,  in  case  of  that  difference,  you  were  to  return  the  exact 
weight,  you  would  not  give  to  the  buyer  more  than  belongs  to  him? — No ;  it  is 
the  buyer  that  weighs  the  corn  in  the  vessel,  and  therefore  he  takes  all  the 
chances  whatever  they  may  be ;  the  consignment  is  made  to  the  owner  of  the  com, 
and  it  may  be  his  own  servant  that  takes  it  out  of  the  vessel. 

1940.  If  the  com  is  increased  in  weight,  but  diminished  in  weight  per  measure, 
would  not  the  purchaser  who  had  bargained  for  a  certain  weight  of  com  be  a 
loser  thereby  ? — That  is  what  I  said  at  first,  that  our  attempt  was  to  convey  by 
weight  in  order  to  do  away  with  such  questions :  we  say,  we  furnish  it  to  you  by 
weight,  it  is  not  injured  by  the  weather,  it  is  the  same  we  received  ;  and  it  does 
not  matter  what  the  measure  is  to  the  carrier.   . 

1941.  Have  you  ever  found  an  inconvenience  on  account  of  the  bulk  not  cor- 
responding widi  the  sample,  or  with  the  terms  of  the  contract? — Yes,  sometimes 
it  is  the  case,  but  very  rarely. 

1942.  In  that  case  do  you  charge  the  same  freight  for  the  corn  so  returned  as 
you  did  originally  ? — No ;  when  this  happens  it  is  not  sent  back.  The  sender  gives 
the  carrier  instructions  that  he  must  house  it  there,  and  he  sells  it  in  the  same 
place  to  some  other  factor ;  it  b  not  sent  back,  which  would  be  a  great  loss. 

1943.  You  have  never  known  it  sent  back? — I  scarcely  ever  have. 

1944.  In  that  case  upon  whom  does  the  loss  fall ;  upon  the  seller  or  the  buyer, 
or  upon  both  ? — The  practice  generally  is,  in  order  to  escape  losses,  to  appoint 
43ome  person  conversant  with  those  matters,  to  decide  which  party  should  bear 
the  loss. 

1945.  Some  arbitrator  ? — ^Yes. 

1 946.  Is  there  any  chance  of  loss  from  the  robbery  of  the  men  belonging  to  the 
boat  ? — ^Very  great. 

1947.  Must  not  the  chief  security  be  the  reliance  the  shipper  has  upon  the  navi* 
gator,  and  the  security  of  the  navigator  the  reliance  he  can  place  on  his  men  ?-r" 
Certainly  it  is ;  and  we  find  it  an  advantage  to  pay  our  mci>  rather  more  wages, 
iliat  is  certainly  the  way  in  which  to  secure  the  honesty  of  the  men. 
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hlr.Jamei  atttton.      1 948.  Can  you  state  any  instances  of  fraud  which  you  have  known  to  be  com- 

.      mitted  by  the  men  in  the  canal  boats  ? — ^There  are  so  noany  instances  that  I  ibrget 

3  June  1834*      any  particular  one. 

1949.  You  have  known  many  ? — Yes,  a  great  many. 

1950.  Of  what  kind? — I  scarcely  ever  knew  any  man  rob  a  cargo  of  wbeat  ia 
the  sacks,  but  they  pilfer  the  malt,  because  they  are  quite  aware  that  the  malt 
will  increase  in  weight  They  have  an  instrument  very  nearly  like  a  pen,  which, 
instead  of  opening  the  sack,  they  push  into  it,  and  then  by  shaking  it  it  will  trickle 
out ;  and  they  will  take  half  a  pound  out  of  the  sack,  or  a  pound  and  a  balf^  accord- 
ing as  they  see  that  the  atmosphere  will  afiect  the  cargo. 

1951.  Do  they  leave  a  hole  in  the  sack  ? — No ;  by  rubbing  the  rough  canvass 
over  it  does  not  leave  any  hole  ;  it  opens  the  canvass  momentarily,  but  it  closes  hjr 
the  pressure. 

1952.  Are  there  any  other  kinds  of  fraud  ? — ^When  they  are  detected  they  are 
instantly  discharged ;  the  fear  of  losing  their  situation  prevents  them,  and  nothing 
else. 

1953.  In  former  times  have  you  known  any  other  kind  of  fraud  ? — I  think  when 
wheat  was  a  guinea  a  bushel,  or  1/;  ^.  or  1 8  ^.,  the  temptation  was  so  great  that  it 
was  impossible  to  say  that  our  men  did  not  sometimes  pilfer  and  take  a  quantity 
away ;  the  wheat  being  now  6^.  a  bushel,  there  is  not  tbsCt  temptation  to  do  that 

1954.  Could  it  not  be  discovered  when  the  wheat  was  withdrawn  ? — Yes,  by  a 
person  conversant  with  the  com  ;  by  feeling  a  corn-merchant  will  tell  the  quality 
of  wheat  in  the  hold. 

1955.  With  regard  to  the  com  trade,  will  you  speak  of  any  fraud  which  yoa 
f^    have  known  committed  ? — On  the  canals  there  are  many  kinds  of  frauds,  but  id 

the  corn  trade  1  do  not  know  of  any. 

1956.  On  the  canals  can  you  specify  any  others? — I  have  the  most  extensive 
manufacture  in  England  in  a  particular  line,  and  that  is  in  the  salt  line ;  and  I 
know,  when  there  was  a  duty  of  30  /.  a  ton  upon  salt,  our  men  used  to  make  a 
hole  into  the  lumps,  and  they  knew  to  the  greatest  nicety  how  much  water  that 
quantity  of  salt  would  contain,  and  yet  not  much  lose  its  colour  or  deteriorate  m 
quality ;  and  they  would  sell  as  much  salt  and  put  as  much  water  in  as  that  would 
bear,  and  by  which  they  got  perhaps  six  or  seven  times  as  much  salt  as  their 
wages  woula  be.  That  was  a  very  extensive  system,  and  there  was  no  contending 
against  it. 

1957.  Is  there  any  such  fraud  at  this  time?— No,  I  hope  we  have  a  better 
character  than  we  had  ;  we  go  to  the  expense  of  getting  a  better  class  of  Bien 
than  we  had  formerly. 

1958.  What  other  frauds  used  to  be  committed  ? — I  omnot  speak  to  any  others 
coming  within  my  own  knowledge. 

1959.  Would  it  not  be  as  possible  for  the  navigator  to  keep  his  com  free  firom 
damp  in  the  bulk  as  he  can  in  the  sack  ? — In  inland  navigation  it  is,  by  the  vessel 
being  quite  tight,  and  in  every  way  possible,  having  its  stores  good :  you  cannot 
always  depend  upon  the  coastwise,  storms  and  other  things  will  affect  the  com, 
you  cannot  always  keep  the  water  from  it. 

i960.  Supposing  you  could,  what  would  be  the  recommendation  in  favour  of 
weight? — The  recommendation  in  &vour  of  weight  would  be  no  other,  excepting 
that  you  cannot  depend  upon  the  men  living  in  distant  parts;  you  cannot  measure 
corn  alike.  I  might  state  as  an  instance  of  that,  we  have  bad  several  complaints  in 
the  port  of  Liverpool  lately,  and  the  purchasers  of  malt  after  having  purchased 
their  malt  have  found  it  so  many  quarts  deficient  in  quantity  in  several  cases,  and 
we  have  written  to  say  that  we  are  quite  sure,  from  the  character  of  the  men  that 
carried  it,  that  it  was  carried  correctly ;  and  we  said,  will  you  allow  us  to  get  in  a 
meter  from  Manchester?  they  said,  we  would  be  glad  to  do  that:  and  we  have 
have  sent  for  one  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater's  measurers,  who  we  believe  are  in 

feneral  good  measurers,  and  he  has  measured  it,  and  there  has  been  a  large 
eap  left ;  and  they  say,  we  are  quite  satisfied  this  man  has  not  measured  exactly. 
It  is  the  beam  that  does  it  in  weight,  and  not  the  man  s  hand ;  no  man  will  mea- 
sure exactly  the  same  with  another. 

1961.  Supposing  the  beams  to  be  the  same,  the  men  must  weigh  accuratdy? 
— ^Ves ;  but  the  same  men  might  not  weigh  alike  in  putting  up  the  cargo,  but  in 
reweighing  the  same  cargo  they  Would  weigh  alike. 

1902.  If  the  com  were  thrown  together,  you  think  the  navigators  should  be 
allowed  to  return  in  weight  instead  ofmeasure,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  in 

rendering 
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rendering  back  the  same  measure? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would  have  so  great  ao   Mr.  Jama  SuUm. 

effect  any  way ;  if  the  com  was  sold  by  measure  and  the  weight  combined,  it       

would  not  be  of  any  consequence  to  the  navigator,  because  be  would  not  be      3  ^^^^  1834. 
bound  to  deliver  anything  but  the  weight  he  received  by  agreement  between  him* 
self  and  the  purchaser,  between  the  buyer  and  seller ;  of  course  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament would  not  require  the  carrier  to  deliver  by  weight  and  measure. 

1963.  The  navigator,  then,  makes  it  part  of  his  contract  with  whomsoever  he 
engages  to  carry  the  corn ;  but  if  he  returns  it  in  weight,  he  should  be  considered 
as  having  fulfilled  his  bargain? — That  is  what  we  now  universally  do. 

1964.  But  supposing,  under  colour  of  such  an  engagement,  the  party  should 
cause  the  com  to  become  so  much  heavier  by  exposing  it  to  the  influence  of  the 
atmosphere,  would  it  not  be  necessary  to  require  that  the  shipper  or  consignee 
should  be  allowed  to  have  the  number  of  bushels  that  were  weighed? — He  would 
have  the  number  that  was  shipped,  and  his  own  servants  would  weigh  it  out,  and 
it  would  not  matter,  whatever  there  was  over  he  would  take  ;  if  it  was  sent  to  any 
of  our  warehouses  to  order,  it  would  be  a  different  thing. 

1965.  Is  not  that  difficulty  one  purely  of  private  arrangement  which  depends 
upon  the  greater  or  less  convenience  of  the  navigator  ? — Yes. 

1966.  In  what  way  does  it  regard  the  standard  of  selling  com? — Not  in  any 
way;  no  regulation  made  by  Parliament  would  interfere  with  the  transit  of  it. 

1 967.  If  corn  was  sold  by  weight  or  measure,  or  by  both  combined,  would  not 
the  same  difficulties  arise  ? — ^They  would,  and  be  easily  obviated. 

1 968.  In  what  other  respect  are  navigators  concerned  in  this  question  ? — ^I  do 
not  know  that  they  are  in  any  other  way,  except  that  if  there  was  one  simple 
uniform  way  of  doing  business  over  England  it  would  be  better,  particularly  for 
the  navigators. 

1969.  Supposing  the  Legislature  were  to  prescribe  any  system  other  than  that 
which  the  navigators  have  laid  down  for  their  own  convenience,  in  such  a  case 
how  would  uniformity  be  produced  ? — I  do  not  think  that  their  interest  would  suffer 
at  all ;  that  they  would  immediately  get  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  find  out 
some  plan  to  work  from  it ;  as  the  Taw  is  now,  it  so  varies  that  we  have  been 
obliged  to  make  this  simple  rule  ourselves. 

1970.  But  supposing  now,  for  instance,  that  the  Legislature  were  to  enact  a  law 
prescribing  that  all  corn  should  be  sold  by  measure,  while  you  yourselves  for 
your  own  convenience  have  established  a  system  of  selling  by  weight;  do  you 
think  in  that  case  that  you  should  abandon  your  own  rules  and  adopt  those  pre- 
scribed by  the  Legislature? — No,  we  should  not;  we  should  still  convey  by 
weight,  and  one  reason  is  that  we  pay  tonnage  on  all  the  canals  by  weight. 

1971.  Might  not  tonnage  be  charged  in  some  other  manner? — The  Acta  of 
Parliament  regulate  that. 

1972.  Are  you  not  interested  to  a  considerable  extent  in  this  question,  as 
a  purchaser  of  com? — Yes. 

1973.  How  do  you  buy  your  com,  by  weight  or  by  measure  ? — GeneraQy  by 
weight,  being  the  custom  in  the  neighbourhood  where  I  live. 

1974.  Do  you  not  take  into  account  both  the  weight  and  the  measure  in  esti* 
mating  the  quality  ? — Certainly ;  if  I  know  what  a  bushel  of  corn  will  weigh,  it  is 
the  best  criterion  of  its  quality  ;  but  I  can  constantly,  from  great  practice,  tell  by 
the  eye  the  quality,  without  asking  those  questions :  you  cannot  get  to  know,  in 
fact;  if  you  ask  a  farmer,  he  cannot  tell  you. 

1975.  Therefore  you  consider  that  it  requires  some  experience  and  skill  to 
judge  of  the  quality  of  corn  by  weight  only  ? — It  requires  very  great  experience 
and  skill,  certainly  ;  if  you  buy  beans  at  18  stone,  you  do  not  know  whether  you 
buy  four  bushels  or  not. 

1976.  Is  it  necessary  for  those  who  are  skilled  to  weigh  and  to  measure  ? — I 
think  the  more  complicated  the  transactions  are,  the  better  for  the  corn^dealer ; 
but  not  for  the  public,  perhaps. 

1977.  How  would  greater  complication  arise  from  weighing  a  bushel  of 'com, 
than  if  com  be  sold  by  weight,  and  the  measure  taken  into  account? — In  the  pur- 
chasing of  com  or  the  selling  of  it,  it  would  not  be  more  inconvenient  in  one  way 
or  the  other,  supposing  the  system  was  one  throughout 

1978.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  how  tiie  question  interests  the  dealer 
and  the  farmer  ? — Yes ;  I  have  seen  many  reasons  why  one  has  a  greater  advan- 
tage over  the  other.  I  know  when  corn  was  much  dearer  than  it  is  now,  it  was 
of  much  more  consequence,  thcL  variety  of  weights  and  measures  in  England. 
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Wr.  Jamfi  Sutfm.  I  know  markets  where  several  farmers  had  bushels  34  and  33,  and  others  th6 

Winchester,  which  was  32  ;  and  other  farmers  who  will  sell  by  weight  1 2  stone  of 

3  June  i834,  oats,  and  18  stone  of  wheat,  and  19  stone  of  beans.  A  factor  going  into  these 
markets  has  an  objection  to  buy  from  each  particular  man ;  by  custom  there  is 
but  a  short  time  allowed  him  for  doing  his  particular  business,  that  is,  perhaps, 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  by  use  and  great  practice  he  can  tell  the  immense  dif- 
ference  there  is  between  the  different  measures  and  weights  ;  be  knows  there  is 
a  difference  of  6  s.  or  7^.  a  quarter,  and  the  farmer  is  not  aware  of  it;  but  bj 
bargaining  with  him  he  gets  a  very  great  advantage. 

1979.  Do  you  think  that  is  desirable,  that  the  skilful  dealer  should  have 
such  an  advantage  over  the  inexperienced  farmer? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  is;  I 
often  find  that  the  same  advantage  may  be  taken  of  different  weights  myself. 

1980.  Then  you  think  it  would  be  a  real  public  benefit  to  establish  one 
standard  throughout  the  kingdom? — I  have  no  doubt  the  consumer  would  get  his 
flour  cheaper  by  it,  and  that  the  farmer  will  not  get  less  for  his  corn  either. 

1981.  If  somebody  gains,  somebody  must  lose;  who  would  g^n  and  who 
would  lose? — It  is  matter  of  opinion  only. 

1982.  If  the  farmers  gained,  would  not  the  factors  lose  ?— Yes,  the  loss  would 
be  between  the  farmer  and  the  consumer  of  the  quartern-loaf  somewhere. 

1983.  But  that  loss  you  think  could  only  be  in  consequence  of  the  establish^ 
ment  of  a  fair  mode  of  dealing? — ^Yes. 

1984.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  making  measure  the  standard,  and  requiring 
all  returns  to  inspectors  to  give  the  measure,  and  the  weight  per  measure  ? — I  do 
not  see  any  objection  to  it  myself. 

1985.  Do  you  see  any  objection  why  weight  per  measure  should  form  part  of 
a  bargain? — No,  I  do  not;  if  it  was  the  custom  I  should  think  it  not  a  very  bad 
one,  for  it  is  the  law  for  a  man  to  charge  eight  bushels  of  corn;  and  that  the  seller 
should  tell  you  a  bushel  weighs  so  much  when  you  buy  it,  I  cannot  see  would 
be  a  bad  plan  at  all. 

1986.  But  how  would  that  amalgamate  with  the  system  of  the  navigators,  who 
wish  to  carry  by  weight  alone? — It  would  not  be  so  well  to  have  a  clause  in  the 
Act  making  it  imperative  on  carriers  to  deliver  both  by  weight  and  measure, 
because  that  would  be  an  immense  trouble,  and  would  never  be  done. 

]  987.  Do  you  think  that  the  quotations  are  of  any  value  ? — No,  I  do  not  think 
they  are ;  thev  are  of  the  same  value  as  that  a  man  gives  a  very  good  guess  from 
them,  and  nothing  more. 

1 988.  Do  you  think  they  are  the  means  of  deceiving  the  farmer  ? — No  doubt 
of  it 

1989.  You  conceive  that  they  might  be  of  great  value  ? — I  have  not  paid  msch 
attention  to  that  subject,  but  no  doubt  they  might  be  of  more  value  than  they  are 
now,  if  they  were  more  correct. 

1990.  Do  farmers  pay  much  attention  to  quotations? — ^They  do  now;  they  are 
an  improved  class  of  men,  they  are  better  educated  and  searching  more  closely 
for  their  own  interests,  for  a  very  good  reason ;  they  are  not  able  to  come  to  the 
rent*day  so  well  as  they  did. 

1991.  Do  you  not  think  if  the  quotations  were  to  give  the  quantities  of  com 
sold,  with  the  weight  per  measure  as  well  as  the  price,  the  public  would  derive 
touch  valuable  aid  from  such  information  ?^— I  should  think  it  would  be  the  means 
of  making  the  returns  more  correct,  that  is,  the  returns  regulating  the  import  duty 
on  corn  ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  public  would  derive  much  advantage. 

19^2.  You  think  the  farmers  do  consult  the  quotations  that  are  in  the  county 
papers  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  they  do ;  I  know  a  great  many  farmers  intimately, 
pind  thev  are  always  now  speaking  as  to  the  different  prices  of  com  in  different 
parts  of  England,  and  all  produce  generally. 

1993.  Of  what  particular  use  are  the  quotations  to  them? — The  quotations  t(y 
them  1  should  suppose  are  of  this  use,  that  if  they  do  not  keep  journals  of  their 
own  particular  farming  operations,  they  can  ascertain  what  the  prices  of  wheat  are 
at  different  periods,  and  from  that  they  judge  whether  they  shall  sell  or  not. 

1994.  Do  the  quotations  ever  influence  the  farmer  in  sending  to  one  market  or 
to  another? — I  do  not  think  they  do  to  a  great  extent;  farmers  generally  go  to 
one  or  two  local  markets  in  the  neighbourhood. 

"^O^S-  Are  they  not  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  price  of  corn  in  those 
markets,  without  the  assistance  of  quotations  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

1996.  Of 
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1996.  Of  what  value  are  the  quotations  to  thetn? — The  quotations  keep  re-  Mr.  Jamu  Suttm. 
minding  them  of  the  average  price  of  corn  at  the  particular  periods.                               • 

1997.  If  measure  with  the  weight  per  measure  were  used  in  the  manner  de-  3  June  1834. 
scribed,  might  not  any  party  weigh  or  measure  as  he  pleased  ?— It  would  entirely 

depend  upon  the  wording  of  that  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

1998.  Which  do  you  prefer  for  selling  corn,  without  reference  to  the  naviga- 
tion ;  weight  or  measure  ? — I  prefer  weight  myself. 

1999.  Which  is  the  most  expeditious  when  the  com  is  in  the  bulk? — I  think 
it  is  more  expeditious,  where  the  corn  is  transported  in  large  quantities  in  bulk, 
and  a  great  deal  less  expensive,  to  measure  it ;  but  where  it  is  brought  in  by 

'small  quantities,  it  is  a  great  deal  less  expense  to  weigh  it 

2000.  In  the  bulk  it  is  more  expensive  to  weigh  it,  and  in  sacks  it  is  more 
expensive  to  measure  r — Yes. 

2001.  With  regard  to  expedition? — They  are  just  alike  in  some  measure ;  it  is 
the  time  which  regulates  the  expense  ;  the  sack  of  com  is  so  convenient  for  a  man 
to  move  about  and  he  gets  through  an  immense  quantity  of  work  in  a  day,  but 
when  it  is  loose  it  is  easier  to  measure  it. 

2002.  You  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  use  the  measure  as 

4he  standard,  if  weight  was  also  introduced,  so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  employed  "" 

whenever  it  shall  be  found  desirable? — There  would  be  at  the  present  time;  an 
Act  of  Parliament  like  this  prbposed  one  would  not  work  well  at  this  time;  there 
are  a  vast  number  of  people  that  nothing  on  earth  can  drive  out  of  the  present 
mode  of  business,  I  should  almost  say  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  could  not  do  it. 

2003.  Of  what  use  would  be  an  Act  of  Parliament  prescribing  any  particular 
system,  if  the  obstinacy  of  such  men  were  allowed  to  counteract  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature? — If  the  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  coun- 
try, it  would  as  a  natural  consequence  get  into  operation  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  universally,  and  generally  directly,  I  have  no  doubt. 

2004.  If  the  system  which  you  have  described  were  introduced,  would  not  the 
farmer  be  inconvenienced  ? — I  think  not. 

2005.  The  dealer? — I  do  not  know  that  he  would. 

2006.  The  navigator? — No,  for  the  reason  I  said  before,  that  if  the  clause  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament  did  not  make  it  imperative  to  make  the  transit  of  com  by 
both  weight  and  measure,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  private  arrangement. 

2007.  Would  the  farmer  or  the  consumer  be  inconvenienced? — Not  at  all, 
I  fancy. 

2008.  Has  not  the  combination  of  weight  and  measure  the  advantage  of  being 
suited  to  the  existing  practices  ;  that  is,  that  where  weight  is  used,  weight  might 
be  still  used,  and  where  measure  is  used,  measure  might  also  still  be  used  ? — I 
scarcely  know  any  market  in  England  where  there  are  not  more  ways  of  selling 
corn  than  one  ;  in  the  midland  counties  you  may  buy  of  three  or  four  men,  and  ' 
they  will  have  different  ways,  though  the  customary  way  may  be  in  the  maricet 
to  buy  by  weight,  and  I  think  they  ought  not  to  have  the  option  of  doing  it  as 
they  liked :  if  mere  is  an  Act  of  Parliament,  we  must  make  it  imperative. 

2009.  In  what  way  would  you  propose  that  the  Act  should  be  made  imperative, 
-would  it  be  by  penalty? — Without  there  was  some  penalty,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  work. 

2010.  Do  you  not  suppose  that  it  would  be  an  unpopular  measure  in  the 

country  to  make  any  Act  which  should  enforce  penalties  for  the  non-observanoe 

of  a  particular  system  which  might  be  obnoxious  to  the  habits  and  prejudices  of 

the  farmer? — I  should  think  that  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  men  would  grumble 

mt  and  forget  very  soon. 

2011.  But  would  they  not  complain? — I  do  think  that  there  are  many  men 
that  I  know,  that  you  cannot  oblige  to  sell  their  corn  otherwise  than  as  they 
have  done. 

201 2.  Is  that  the  case  with  the  majority  ?~No. 

2013.  You  think  the  majority  would  do  it? — ^Yes;  the  majority  would  take 
the  Act  of  Parliament  with  a  good  feeling,  and  be  found  to  work  according 
to  it. 

2014.  In  point  of  fact,  is  not  com  sold  now  by  the  quarter  in  many  places 
tvhere  weight  is  the  primary  ingredient  ? — Yes,  it  is.  One  reason  of  purchasing  bv 
tveight  is,  that  the  purchaser  considers  that  the  bushel  of  corn  will  really  weigh 
so  much  if  it  is  weighed;  he  supposes  that  it  will  weigh  61 4- lbs.,  and  he  buys  at 
1 8  stone,  consequently  he  gets  63  lbs.  for  each  bushel }  his  reason  is  that  he  gets 

•    0.36.  X  rather-  t 
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Mr.  Jaifici  Suttm.  rather  more  wheat  per  quarter ;  ^'  I  shall  get  a  slight  advantage  by  buying  by 

weight." 

3  June  i834,  201 5.  The  advantage  would  be  to  the  purchaser? — Yes. 

2016.  That  is  your  idea,  that  by  purchasing  by  weight  you  get  the  addition? 
— Yes,  that  is  the  principle  in  our  contracts. 

2017.  If  wheat  were  to  weigh  64lbs.,  he  would  lose  that  pound?— Yes,  he 
would. 

2018.  If  your  com  were  very  light,  you  would  sell  by  the  18  stone? — I  should 
purchase  the  18  stone  of  corn,  and  I  should  take  care  it  should  be  rather  heavier 
than  the  Imperial  bushel. 

2019.  When  you  get  the  quantity  in  quarters,  the  quantity  is  tested  by  weight? 
— Yes;  that  is  the  custom  in  our  neighbourhood. 

2020.  You  do  not  think  that  the  weight  alone  gives  more  than  the  quantity? 
— ^No. 

2021.  Nor  that  measure  alone  gives  more  than  the  quantity? — So  much  de- 
pends upon  those  that  measure  it ;  I  think  they  are  both  good  criterions  to  ascer- 
tain the  quantity  by. 

2022.  But  you  think,  though  measure  alone  or  weight  alone  will  not,  weight  per 
measure  will  give  both  the  quantity  and  quality? — I  think  it  would,  if  I  under- 
stand that  right;  that  is,  if  a  man  offers  you  a  quarter  of  wheat,  he  tells  you  what 
it  will  weigh ;  that  is  a  good  criterion  to  judge  of  its  quality,  if  connected  with  the 
measure. 

2023.  Whatever  system  were  adopted,  the  condition  must  always  be  taken 
into  consideration  of  whether  weight  or  measure,  or  whether  weight  and  measure? 
— Certainly. 

2024.  Do  you  not  think  that  as  regards  the  object  of  your  trade,  the  use  of 
measure  as  well  as  weight  assists  in  detecting  loss? — It  is  in  case  of  dispute  that 
we  apply  to  measure  to  assist  us  in  ascertaining  the  loss. 

2025.  Do  you  then  measure  the  whole  ? — We  measure  the  whole,  but  it  very 
rarely  happens ;  in  case  of  dispute  it  happens. 

2026.  Disputes  do  frequently  arise  in  the  transit  of  corn? — Yes;  and  it  is  a 
great  assistance  to  not  only  weigh  but  measure  the  corn  to  decide  a  dispute. 

2027.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  a  material  assistance  to  you,  if  when 
you  shipped  your  com  in  bulk  you  were  to  measure  a  certain  portion  of  it,  and 
80  calculate  the  measure  by  weight,  which  would  in  fact  become  the  weight  per 
measure,  by  which  in  fact  the  weight  per  measure  might  be  calculated  ? — No,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  do  in  the  transit  of  corn ;  I  think  the  simpler  way  of  being 
shipped  at  a  certain  weight  for  delivering  it,  is  the  best  plan  you  caii  have. 

2028.  You  say,  when  disputes  arise  you  are  obliged  to  measure  the  whole ;  if 
you  were  to  measure  a  part  before  you  shipped  the  corn,  you  would  be  guarded 
against  that  inconvenience  of  measuring  the  whole  afterwards,  because  you  M'ould 
have  previously  ascertained  the  weight  per  measure  ? — Yes ;  but  we  so  seldom 
have  disputes  in  the  transit  of  com,  that  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  do  so. 

2029.  With  regard  to  the  sale  of  com,  you  think  that  upon  a  conjoined  system 
of  different  methods  of  measure  and  weight,  testing  the  quantities  in  different 
ways  and  agreeing  in  the  result,  you  would  have  the  best  assurance  of  accuracy  ? 
— I  think  you  would,  perhaps.  *   • 

2030.  As  far  as  concerns  all  the  transits  of  com  in  which  you  are  engaged, 
would  you  see  any  objection  to  use  the  compound  system  ? — No,  none  whatever^ 
it  would  not  interfere  with  us. 

2031.  Have  you  any  other  remarks  to  make? — No,  I  have  none ;  not  being  in- 
terested in  the  corn  trade,  I  have  no  other  remarks  to  make,  except  that  I  might 
think  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  have  one  uniform  method  through  the 
country. 

2032.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  very  great  objections  made  by  the 
very  old-fashioned  farmers  ? — Yes.  I  am  not  at  all  interested  in  the  corn  trade 
myself. 

2033.  But  you  have  heard  various  complaints  from  those  who  are  engaged  iik 
corn-dealing,  on  account  of  the  want  of  uniformity  ? — I  have. 

2034.  The  Committee  understand  from  you  that  the  present  mode  of  selling 
com  by  measure  instead  of  by  weight,  gives  to  the  factor  an  advantage  over  the 
farmer? — I  said  that  where  there  were  a  variety  of  weights  and  measures  in  the 
market,  that  was  the  case. 

2035.  If  people  can  have  these  tables  which  you  describe,  has  that  not  all  the 
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effect  of  uniformity  ? — ^The  farmers  have  not  those  tables.    I  am  speaking  more  of  Mr.  James  SuUoh. 

years  ago ;  my  father  was  in  the  corn  trade,  and  I  dare  say  he  has  pretty  well       

luiown  the  diffisrence  himself.    I  have  known  men  that  have  told  me  that  they       3  J^ne  ^834* 
Httde  a  considerable  difference  by  altering  their  offers. 

2036.  That  would  make  a  considerable  difference  in  the  course  of  a  day  ? — 
Yes,  it  makes  a  very  great  difference  with  men  of  large  trade. 

2037.  To  what  amount  do  you  suppose  any  man  has  ever  gained? — I  have 
known  men  get  5  s.  or  6  ^.  in  a  quarter. 

2038.  How  many  quarters  have  you  known  bought  in  a  day  ? — He  would  not 
be  able  in  every  case  to  do  it ;  it  would  be  perhaps  only  two  or  three  lots  in 
the  market  in  which  that  advantage  was  to  be  gained. 

2039.  That  would  make  a  considerable  difference  to  the  farmer  in  paying  his 
rent?— Yes. 

2040.  What  is  your  profession  ? — A  manufacturer. 

2041.  What  manufacturer? — More  than  one ;  in  the  salt  tmde  for  one. 

2042.  Where  ? — Everywhere  in  England  where  there  are  any  salt-works. 

2043.  What  else  ? — Farmer  is  my  second  business  now. 

2044.  Do  you  farm  extensively?—!  farm  1,000  acres. 

2045.  In  so  far  you  dispose  of  your  own  corn  ? — I  consume  it  all  excepting 
wheat;  that  I  dispose  of.  Upon  this  head  I  might  state  a  curious  fact,  that  my 
crop  of  wheat  this  year  was  sold  in  three  districts  ;  the  first  parcel  was  delivered 
at  70  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  the  second  at  6$  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  and  the  last  at 
Imperial  measure. 

Jovis^  5^  die  Junii,  1834. 


THE  HON.  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Francis  SandarSy  Esq.  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

2046.  WHERE  do  you  reside?— In  Derby.  Frmuns  Stndarsp 

-   2047.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  Land-surveyor  and  a  Corn-factor.  Esq. 

2048.  You  are  a  relation,  are  you  not,  of  the  Mr.  Sandars  of  Liverpool,  who       — — — 
gave  evidence  to  this  Committee  the  other  day  ? — Yes.  5  June  1834. 

2049.  A  cousin,  are  you  not?—  Yes. 

2050.  Do  you  deal  extensively  in  com  ? — Yes,  I  do- 

2051.  Do  you  deal  on  your  own  account  as  well  as  on  commission? — Yes, 
I  do. 

'  2052.  What  market  do  you  generally  attend  ? — I  vary  my  markets ;  I  attend 
those  markets  that  are  in  my  own  neighbourhood,  that  is,  the  highest  markets 
jfor  the  sale  of  com ;  as  the  markets  vary,  I  vary  my  markets. 

2053.  Will  you  point  out  how  the  sale  of  corn  varies  in  weight  and  measure  ? 
- — In  order  to  do  that,  I  have  taken  a  scale  of  the  150  towns  where  grain  is  sold, 
which  regulate  the  averages  for  duty  upon  importation :  and  the  towns  where 
grain  is  sold  by  weight  are  50 ;  wheat  varying  from  60  lbs.  to  75  lbs.  per  bushel ; 
barley  from  50  lbs.  to  62  lbs.  per  bushel ;  oats  from  36  lbs.  to  50  lbs.  per  bushel ; 
and  beans  from  63  lbs.  to  80  lbs  per  bushel.  There  are  50  of  those  towns  that 
are  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  was  passed  for  the  regulation  of  the  duties; 
viz.  Lewes,  Bedford,  Lincoln,  Gainsborough,  Glanfordbridge,  Boston,  Sleaford, 
Stamford,  York,  Wakefield,  Bridlington,  SheflBeld,  Whitby,  New  Malton,  Car- 
lisle, Egremont,  Kendal,  Chester,  Nantwich,  Middlewich,  Four  Lane  Ends, 
Liverpool,  Lancaster,  Preston,  Wigan,  Warrington,  Manchester,  Bolton,  Derby, 
Nottingham,  Leicester,  Coventry,  Birmingham,  Worcester,  Denbigh,  Wrexham, 
Carmarthen,  Cardiff,  Bristol,  Monmouth,  Abergavenny,  Pontipool,  Bamstaple, 
Plymouth,  Tavistock,  Kingsbridge,  Launceston,  Helstone,  Wareham.  Ahd  then 
the  towns  where  grain  is  sold  by  the  new  imperial  and  other  measures,  varying 
from  33  to  38  quarts,  are  78 ;  viz.  London,  Hertford,  Royston,  Guildford,  Chelms- 
ford, Colchester,  Romford,  Maidstone,  Canterbury,  Dartford,  Rye,  Bedford, 
Reading,  Aylesbury,  Oxford,  Huntingdon,  Cambridge,  Ely,  Wisbeach,  Ipswich, 
Woodbridge,  Sudbury,  Hadleigh,  Stowmarket,  Bury,  Bungay,  Lowestoft,  Nor- 
wich, Yarmouth,  Lynn,  Thetford,  Diss,  East  Dereham,  Harlestone,  Holt,  Ayle- 
sham,  Fakenham,  Northwalsham,  Glanfordbridge,  Louth,  Stamford,  York,  Leeds, 
Bridlington,  Beverley,  Howden,  Hull,  Stockton,  Barnard  Castle,  Belford,  Hex- 
<   0.36.  X  2  ham. 
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Francis  SoikZari,    ham,  Carlisle,  Cockermouth,  Penrith,  Appleby,  Ulverstone,  Newark,  Leicester,' 
Esq.  Northampton,    Carnarvon,    Haverfordwest,    Gloucester,    Tewkesbury,   Tannton^ 

-  Wells,  Bridgewater,  Frome,  Chepstow,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Totnei^,  Kingsbridge, 
5  June  1834.  Launceston,  St.  Austell,  Blandford,  Bridport,  Dorchester,  Sherborne.  And  to  make^ 
up  the  number  of  150  towns,  there  are  22  towns  where  the  old  Winchester  bushel 
is  used  of  32  quarts ;  namely,  Chichester,  Oxford,  Spalding,  Whitdtaven,  War- 
minster, Cirencester,  Tetbury,  Stow-on-the-Wold,  Bristol,  Chard,  Tavistock,  Tmro, 
Bodmin,  Redruth,  Winchester,  Andover,  Basingstoke,  Fareham,  Havant,  New- 
port, Southampton,  Portsmouth.  There  may  be  ?  few  deviations  in  some  of  these, 
but  the  deviations  will  consist  in  some  where  measure  is  used,  occasionally  weight; 
but  very  seldom ;  and  then  again  where  measure  is  used  occasionally,  weight  as 
well  as  measure  in  the  same  town ;  but  those  deviations  are  very  trifling.  I  have 
taken  it  from  correspondence  as  well  as  from  returns.  Where  grain  is  sold  by  the 
coomb,  the  boll  or  the  last,  I  consider  those  to  be  the  imperial  measure. 

2054.  Is  measure  much  used  in  the  sale  of  com  in  markets  ? — In  the  midluid 
counties  generally  it  is  not ;  corn  is  more  generally  sold  by  weight 

2055.  What  is  the  reason  why  measure  is  not  so  general  in  the  midland  coun- 
ties ? — Because  the  millers  will,  in  every  instance  they  possibly  can,  purchase  by 
weight,  and  the  farmers  generally  comply  ;  that  is  die  reason  why  it  is  sold  by 
weight  in  the  midland,  and  I  have  no  doubt  in  other  counties. 

2056.  Do  the  millers  prefer  purchasing  by  weight  to  purchasing  by  measure? 
— They  do. 

2057.  WilJ  y^^  state  why? — They  purchase  by  weight  an  preference  to  mea- 
sure, for  the  reason  that  Uiey  sell  what  they  manu^ture  by  we^ht  j  that  is^ 
generally  the  reason  given  to  me  by  the  millers.  If  a  farmer  offers  his  wheat  in 
our  markets  by  measure,  the  miller  says,  "  What  will  you  take  for  it  by  weight  ? 
I  mean  to  purchase  by  weight  ;'*  and  it  has  become  more  generally  the  practice 

,  now  on  that  account,  in  the  midland  counties,  to  sell  by  weight. 

20^8.  Do  you  report  weekly  the  state  of  your  corn  market  to  distant  parts  ? 
—  I  do. 

2059.  In  your  report  do  you  state  the  price  cf  com  by  measure,  or  by  weight, 
or  both  ? — I  state  it  by  weight  only. 

2060.  What  is  the  form  of  the  report.? — ^Wheat,  46*.  to  50 i.,  63 lbs.  to  tfie 
bushel ;  oats,  20^.  to  265.,  42  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  barley,  32  s^  to  34 s.,  53  Ibe.  to 
the  bushel ;  beans,  38  s.  to  423^  66  i  lbs.  to  the  bushel. 

2061.  Do  the  customary  weights  of  com  sold  in  your  midland  markets  ap- 
proach near  to  the  average  of  imperial  measure  ? — Yes,  they  do.  Shall  I  state 
what  those  weidits  are  ? 

2062.  {The  Committee.')  Yes. — [The  Witness.)  Wheat  is  sold  generally  in  most 
of  the  markets  in  the  midland  counties  63  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  oats  42  lbs.  to  the 
bushel ;  beans  66 1  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  and  barley  S3  lbs.  and  54  lbs.  to  the  burfiel ; 
but  in  many  instances  barley  is  sold  by  meajsure  in  the  midland  comrties,  but 
scarcely  ever  any  other  description  of  com. 

2063.  Do  you  not  purchase  corn  by  the  imperial  measure^  from  different 
markets  ? — Yes.  When  I  purchase  com  by  the  imperial  measure  from  different 
markets  I  generally  receive  a  sample,  and  it  is  from  that  sample  that  I  judge  of 
the  weight,  having  the  same  corn  to  sell  out  again  by  weight. 

2064.  ^o  y<>^  consider  it  an  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  purchase  by  the 
imperial  measure,  and  sell  by  weight? — I  take  into  consideration  the  weight 
upon  a  sight  of  the  sample,  when  weight  is  not  stated  in  the  letter.  But  generally 
speaking,  knowing  that  grain  is  sold  in  the  midland  cov^nties  by  weight,  ^y  cooh 
monly  mention  the  weight. 

2065.  If  measure  were  to  be  prescribed  by  the  law  for  one  general  unifomi 
standard  throughout  the  kingdom,  would  not  the  farmers  willin^y  comply  with 
it,  without  the  enactment  of  penalties? — I  think  they  would  not. 

2066.  State  your  reason  why  ? — The  millers  wishing  to  purchase  by  weight, 
the  farmers  would  evade  the  law  as  much  as  they  possibly  could ;  by  the  famiers* 
willingness  in  the  markets  to  submit  to  the  custom  of  the  miller:^  I  think  the 
millers  would  in  all  cases  be  enabled  to  buy  corn  by  weight  from  the  farmersw  The 
millers  have  a  great  controlling  power  over  the  farmers.  If  a  fiumer  c^rs  \m 
corn  by  measure,  they  say,  "  Well,  but  what  will  you  take  for  it  by  weight;  I  will 
buy  it  by  weight,  and  if  you  won't  sell  it  in  that  way  I  won't  buy  it ;"  and  the 
farmers  would  then  generally  submit  to  sell  by  weight. 

2067.  Your  answer  would  rather  go  to  show  the  possibility  of  enforcing  a  urn- 
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form  siaodard  of  weight ;  bot  the  question  applied  to  the  possibility  of  enforciDg    Fronds  Samdar$^ 
a  uniform  system  of  measure? — I  say,  if  there  were  no  penalties  I  think  the  farmers  ^' 

would  sell  on  the  same  plan  as  they  do  now,  viz.  by  weight ;  because  the  millers       ~[        T^ 
would  do  all  they  could  to  purchase  wheat  as  they  sell  flour,  viz.  by  weight  5   one  1  34. 

2068.  But  if  penalties  were  enacted  ? — If  penalties  were  enacted  very  likely 
they  would  submit  to  it. 

'  2069.  Do  you  consider  it  necessary  that  a  miller  should  purchase  his  wheat  by 
weight,  in  order  to  ascertain  his  profits  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

2070.  Js  not  weight  and  measure  combined  the  best  criterion  as  to  quality  ? — 
The  quality  of  grain  cannot  be  ascertained  correctly  even  when  the  weight  and 
measure  combined  is  ascertained,  because  it  may  contain  smut,  seeds,  be  a  bad 
colour,  part  vegetated  from  bad  weather,  not  being  fresh,  and  many  other  causes 
to  prove  that  weight  and  measure  combined  is  not  to  be  relied  upon  as  to  quality  ; 
and  it  frequently  happens  that  some  wheats,  not  so  heavy  by  the  same  bulk  as 
others,  make  the  best  flour :  the  value  of  the  flour  depends  so  much  upon  its 
colour.  Wheats  out  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  are  frequently  brought  into  the  mid- 
land counties ;  they  will  sell  for  full  as  much  money  as  wheats  grown  in  our  own 
immediate  neighbourhood,  although  the  weight  by  the  same  measure  is  not  so 
great;  the  increased  value  is  owing  to  the  colour  of  the  flour  being  better.  And 
then  again,  white  wheats,  generally  speaking,  are  less  weight  by  the  same  measure 
than  red^  and  they  fetch  more  money  upon  the  market,  owing  to  the  colour  of  the 
flour  being  superior.  Those  are  instances,  I  consider,  where  weight  and  measure 
combined  is  not  a  test  of  quality  to  be  relied  upon  for  a  factor  to  purchase  wheats. 

2071.  But  do  not  you  think  that  what  you  have  just  stated  has  reference 
rather  to  extrinsic  circumstances  than  to  the  inherent  quality  of  the  corn  ? — No, 
I  think  not ;  I  do  not  indeed ;  for  instance,  I  will  say  Dantzic  wheat,  that  is 
lighter  by  the  same  bulk  than  our  farmers'  red  wheats  are,  Dantzic  wheat  will 
always  fetch  more  money. 

2072.  But  then  Dantzic  wheat  must  be  judged  by  Dantzic  wheat ;  that  is  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule? — ^Then  I  will  take  white  wheats  grown  in  this  country, 
^ad  red  wheats  grown  hi  this  country ;  the  white  wheats  are  certainly  of  less  weight 
by  the  same  measure  than  the  red  wheats,  taking  them  both  to  be  of  fine  quality. 

2073.  How  does  a  farmer  ascertain  the  value  of  his  corn,  except  by  weight 
and  measure  ? — He  ascertains  the  value  of  his  corn  from  the  habits  of  his  own 
business,  attendance  on  markets ;  by  custom,  in  the  same  way  as  he  ascertains  the 
value  of  any  other  agricultural  produce. 

2074.  Is  not  that  custom  weight  and  measure  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  is ;  I  do 
not  know  an  instance  in  the  midland  counties  where  the  farmers  measure  com  in 
order  to  ascertain  its  quality. 

•  2075.  Does  not  all  com  undergo  the  process  of  measuring  as  well  as  weighing 
before  it  is  ground  ? — The  millers  generally  weigh  it,  and  the  farmers  may  occa- 
£Honally  measure  it. 

2076.  For  instance,  is  not  the  corn  first  of  all  measured,  in  order  to  check  the 
^eshers,  and  is  it  not  weighed  by  the  miller  when  it  goes  into  his  grapary  ? — 
Yes,  it  is. 

2077.  Therefore  that  corn  has  undergone  the  process  both  of  weighing  and 
measuring  ? — It  has  ;  but  it  has  not  undergone  the  process  of  measuring  to  prove 
its  quality  ;  it  has  undergone  the  measuring  in  order  to  pay  for  the  threshing. 

2078.  But  still  all  corn,  in  point  of  fact,  is  both  measured  and  weighed  before 
it  is  ground  ? — ^It  is  seldom  measured  by  the  farmer  if  the  threshing  is  done  by 
the  day-work,  but  of  necessity  where  the  threshing  is  by  the  quarter.  In  those 
markets  where  com  is  sold  by  weight,  it  generally  undergoes  both  measuring  and 
weighing  for  some  purpose  or  other. 

2079.  Why  should  he  not  measure  it  when  it  is  threshed  by  hire  ? — He  does  ; 
it  is  threshed  at  an  agreed  price  per  quarter  ;  he  is  then  obliged  to  measure  it,  in 
order  to  pay  his  labourer  for  the  threshing. 

.  2080.  That  is  in  the  former  case,  but  in  the  other  case  which  you  have  sup- 
posed, namely,  it  being  threshed  by  the  day's  work  r — When  it  is  by  the  day's 
work  the  labourer  is  paid  his  day's  wages.  The  farmer  then  brings  his  sample  to 
market,  he  sells  it  by  a  weight  agreed  upon,  and  delivers  it  to  the  miller. 

2081.  In  bulk,  or  in  sacks  ? — In  sacks. 

2082.  Is  it  not  measured  before  it  is  put  into  the  sack  ? — The  farmer  may 
occasionally,  but  in  that  case  the  farmer  receives  or  pays,  be  the  weight  more  or 
less  than  agreed  upon.    I  do  not  from  my  own  granaries. 
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F^Mcit  Sandan^        2p83«  Does  he  not  know  exactly  how  much  the  sack  will  contain,  how  manjF 

^9*  imperial  bushels  the  sack  will  contain  ? — Yes,  he  does ;  he  fills  his  sack  so  futt 

""•"■"""       that  he  supposes  it  is  about  four  bushels  of  the  weight  required,,  and  then  he  pots 

5  Jnae  1834.       jj  -^^  [jjg  g^^j^  ^^^  regulates  the  weight ;  or  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  measares 

it,  and  the  measure  yields  more  than  the  weight  at  which  wheat  is  sold  in  the  same 

market,  then  he  is  paid  for  the  over-weight. 

2084.  Have  you  never  known  a  contract  refused  from  the  com  being  of  greater 
weight  than  what  was  bargained  for? — No;  but  I  have  known  bargains  given  np 
when  the  weight  has  been  less. 

2085.  But  supposing  the  market  has  fallen,  have  you  never  known  in  that  case 
com  being  refused,  being  of  better  quality  than  what  was  required  ? — No ;  a  fanner 
selling  to  a  miller  or  to  a  factor,  neither  of  them  are  likely  to  refuse  the  contract 
because  it  is  better  executed  than  the  bargain,  nor  can  they  do  so. 

2086.  Will  you  state  any  other  particulars  in  which  the  parties  engaged  in 
the  corn  trade  are  affected  by  the  present  system,  distinguishing  the  case  of 
the  fanner  from  that  of  the  dealer  ? — I  think  the  farmer  and  the  dealer  stand 
equal.  The  factor  is  not  affected  by  the  present  system  any  more  than  the 
farmer  is. 

2087.  Then  you  think  the  present  system  very  good  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  I  think 
it  might  be  improved,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  present  system  is  a  very  bad 
one.  The  factor  has  a  great  deal  more  trouble  now ;  for  instance,  I  can  state 
that  a  miller  came  to  me  from  a  distance  on  Friday  last  in  Derby  market  (a  very 
extensive  miller) ;  he  said  he  wanted  to  purchase  some  wheat ;  '^  Will  you  show 
me  some  samples?"  I  showed  him  some  samples^  and  he  said,  '*  Well,  what  do 
you  ask  for  it?''  I  said,  595.,  which  he  knew  was  our  customary  weight  of 
63  lbs.  He  then  wanted  to  know  how  much  is  that  of  72  lbs.,  and  then  he  wanted 
to  know  how'much  it  was  of  62  lbs.,  his  immediate  markets  varying  in  those 
proportions.  We  made  these  calculations,  which  took  some  time,  and  then  we 
came  to  a  bargain  for  a  considerable  quantity :  therefore  it  shows  to  me  how  much 
more  convenient  and  easy  it  would  be  to  buy  and  sell  by  one  general  standard. 

2088.  The  inconvenience  is  greater  to  the  buyer  than  it  is  to  the  seller,  be- 
cause the  buyer  goes  to  different  markets,  and  the  seller  only  ^oes  to  one ;  the 
farmer  generally  goes  to  one  market,  and  the  dealer  is  in  the  habit  of  going  to 
different  markets  ? — Yes. 

2089.  When  the  system  at  different  markets  is  different  ? — Yes. 

2090.  Therefore  the  dealer  certainly  has  an  advantage  over  the  farmer,  from 
frequenting  many  markets,  and  from  his  greater  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the 
markets,  and  his  experience? — Yes  ;  I  think  the  advantage  would  be  gpreater  with 
the  farmer  than  it  would  be  with  the  factor. 

2091 .  From  establishing  a  system  of  uniformity  ? — Yes ;  I  think  the  advantage 
would  be  greater  to  the  farmer  and  agriculturist  than  to  the  factor.  I,  as  a  factor, 
do  not  care  how  complicated' it  is ;  but  I  am  speaking  now  as  to  the  advantage  it 
would  be  in  all  probability  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  public.  There  would  be  only 
one  calculation  to  make^  by  one  standard  rule  of  either  weight  or  measure,  and 
that  would  be  the  transit  from  one  market  to  another. 

2092.  For  the  standard  mle  for  the  sale  of  com,  do  you  consider  weight,  or 
measure,  or  weight  per  measure,  the  most  desirable? — I  consider  weight;  for 
if  weight  and  measure  combined  were  to  be  the  law,  it  would  cause  endless 
disputes  between  buyer  and  seller.  Suppose  a  cargo  of  grain  shipped  to  London 
for  sale,  the  measure  is  tried  in  order  to  ascertain  the  weight ;  the  sale  is  made 
accordingly ;  the  parties  begin  to  deliver ;  the  weight  per  measure  is  found  to 
vary  more  or  less  throughout  the  vessel,  the  grain  having  been  purchased  from 
mtoy  different  farmers,  yet  there  may  in  reality  be  very  little  difference  in  the 
sample ;  yet  the  weight  not  corresponding,  either  party  may  be  at  liberty  to  give 
up  the  contract.  This  would  occur  in  almost  every  case  where  contracts  are  made 
from  vessels.  There  must  be  two  contracts  for  one  purchase  ;  for  instance,  say 
wheat  sold  by  a  standard  of  63  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  guaranteed  to  weigh  60  lbs. 
imperial  measure ;  and  in  the  same  way  for  other  corn. 

2093.  Do  you  not  think,  that  considering  that  measure  is  used  entirely  in  one 
part  of  the  country,  and  weight  is  also  used  in  another  part  of  the  country,  that 
a  combined  system,  which  should  make  the  quotations  describe  the  weight  per 
measure,  would  lead,  by  gradually  amalgamating  the  two  systems,  to  uniformity, 
sooner  than  a  system  which  should  prescribe  either  weight  or  measure  alone  r — 
I  do  not  think  you  could  get  that  to  be  the  practice.    I  dare  say  that  you  have  it 
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in  evidence  wh^re  weight  or  measure  is  used  in  particular  districts  ;  for  instance,     Francis  Sandan^ 
in  London  anc^  Liverpool  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  alteration  whatever  in  the  ^' 

sale  of  com,     I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  the  fact  or  not ;  but  if  that  be  in       '^ 

evidence,  it  is  because  there  is  one  uniform  system  to  the  extent  of  their  con-       ^  ^^^  *  ^ 

nexion  in  each  place,  and  yet  they  sell  upon  a  principle  as  directly  in  opposition 

to  each  other  as  possible :  one  selling  by  the  imperial  measure,  that  is  London, 

and  Liverpool  selling  by  a  weight  which  is  equal  to  the  imperial  measure  and 

a  fractional  part,  which  very  few  understand,  except  those  in  the  trade,  when  they 

see  the  quotations  of  the  state  of  the  latter  market.     You  can  scarcely  ride  15 

miles  in  the  midland  counties  to  a  market,  but  you  find  there  is  some  difference 

in  the  mode  of  selling  com. 

2094.  How  would  you  have  the  averages  for  regulating  the  duty  taken,  if 
weight  were  the  standard  for  the  sale  of  com  ? — I  would  have  the  averages  which 
jregulate  the  duty  taken  by  weight.  I  have  always  considered  it  a  great  hardship 
that  wheat  of  an  ihferior  quality  should  pay  as  much  duty  as  that  which  is  of 
a  very  fine  quality,  when  there  is  as  much  as  15  ^.  to  20  s.  per  quarter  difference 
in  the  value.  Wheat  of  every  description  pays  the  same  duty  ;  now,  even  Arch- 
angel wheat  pays  the  same  duty  as  the  finest  Dantzic,  when  there  may  be  20  s. 
a  quarter  difference  in  the  value. 

2095.  When  you  make  purchases  of  corn,  do  you  not  bear  in  mind  the  weight 
per  measure,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  quality  ? — I  do  not. 

2096.  How  would  you  regulate  the  corn  rents  ? — I  should  regulate  the  corn 
rents  by  the  general  averages.  I  believe  they  are  regulated  by  a  market-price  on 
a  griven  day  at  Cambridge  and  Oxford.  I  think  the  general  averages  would  show 
the  correct  state  of  the  market  better  than  a  particular  market-day  at  a  given 
place. 

2097.  You  say  you  would  have  the  com  rents  regulated  by  the  general  averages ; 
will  you  slate  your  opinion  for  believing  it  would  be  preferable  to  the  present 
custom  ? — I  think  it  would  be  the  means  of  preventing  any  fraud  being  practised 
upon  the  price. 

2098.  Supposing  that  the  corn  rents  had  been  easily  ascertainable  by  measure 
alone,  on  particular  days,  how  wouid  you  proceed  in  acertaining  the  equivalent 
weights,  in  order  that  there  should  be  neither  gain  nor  loss  to  either  party  by  a 
change  of  system  ? — If  the  law  were  to  have  one  universal  standard  to  sell  wheat 
by  weight,  that  weight  to  be  as  near  the  average  of  an  imperial  bushel  as 
possible — 

2099.  How  would  you  ascertain  that  weight  ? — You  cannot  ascertain  that 
weight  correctly,  because  it  must  vary  a  little  according  to  seasons.  Suppose  you 
make  the  standard  for  wheat  to  be  sold  61  lbs.,  if  the  measure  be  more  or  less 
than  imperial  the  value  is  accordingly,  the  com  rents  being  fixed  agreeably  to  the 
price  of  wheat.  I  therefore  cannot  conceive  it  would  make  much  difference;  the 
difference  would  be  the  same,  if  taken  by  weight,  as  the  averages  which  regulate 
the  duty  for  the  importation  of  corn  ;  the  variation  would  be  in  the  same  proportion. 

2100.  Supposing  that  it  were  desirable  to  change  the  system  of  duty  on  mea- 
sure to  duty  on  weight,  how  would  you  proceed  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  equivalent  duty  which  would  be  put  on  weight? — I  should  not  attempt  to 
ascertain  it;  the  difference  would  be  so  trifling  it  would  not  be  worth  a  con- 
sideration. 

2101.  Suppose  that  at  the  present  time  wheat  was  admissible  at  a  duty  of  20  s. 
per  quarter,  what  would  be  the  equivalent  duty  per  hundred-weight  which  you 
think  ought  to  be  charged  for  it? — ^That  is  matter  of  calculation.  If  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable to  sell  by  the  weight  prescribed,  as  nearly  as  can  be  upon  the  average 
weight  imperial,  in  order  to  facilitate  taking  the  duty  upon  corn  by  the  general 
averages,  and  regulating  the  corn  rents,  then  weight  altogether  is  not  practicable 
to  be  legislated  upon. 

2102.  How  would  you  come  to  establish  a  fair  system,  so  that  neither  party 
should  gain  or  lose  by  the  change? — You  cannot  by  having  the  standard  by 
weight ;  it  must  be  measure,  if  that  is  the  case. 

2103.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  cannot  calculate  nearly  an  equivalent 
duty  on  weight  to  the  present  duty  on  measure? — You  might,  but  it  would 
be  a  very  intricate  and  a  very  troublesome  thing  to  do,  as  you  must  both  measure 
and  weigh. 

2104.  Surely  the  average  of  com  imported  by  merchants  will  be  the  average  of 
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Franck  Sandcrg,    the  best  kind  of  corn ;  therefore  a  certain  quantity  weighed  will  represent  a  certaiii 
H»q.  measure? — Yes. 

"~-— "-^  2105.  You  cannot  ascertain  that  all  the  com  sent  into  the  country  would  be  the 

5  Jcme  1834.      strong-rinded  corn,  which  would  give  very  little  flour,  but  which  would  weigh  a 
great  deal ;  you  cannot  anticipate  there  would  be  that  sort  of  deception  ? — No. 

2106.  Are  there  no  means  you  could  suggest  by  which  an  average  could  be  so 
nearly  struck,  for  changing  the  system  from  measure  to  weight  ? — Only  the  one 
I  have  pointed  out.  The  alteration  in  the  duty,  regulated  by  Qie  averages,  would 
be  very  trifling ;  if  you  were  to  take  the  average  of  wheat  to  sell  60  lbs.  or 
61  lbs.,  I  think  that  it  would  aflect  the  duty  very  little,  but  be  fully  as  correct  as  it 
is  now  ;  at  most  the  only  difficulty  that  would  arise  occurs  now,  because  it  is  taken 
to  a  great  extent  by  weight.  The  returns  made  by  the  com  inspector  in  Derby 
and  many  other  places  are  made  by  weight. 

2107.  Is  not  that  weight  reduced  afterwards  to  measure,  before  the  inspector 
msdces  his  return  ? — It  cannot  be  reduced  into  measure  if  no  measure  be  taken. 

2io8.  Do  you  know  any  other  towns  where  it  is  the  case? — I  cannot  speak 
positively,  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  case  in  nearly  all  the  midland  towns;  I  have 
no  doubt  of  it.  I  will  say  at  Wakefield,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  midland  com 
markets  in  England,  wheat  is  sold  at  60  lbs.,  and  there  the  returns  are  made  by  the 
60  lbs. 

2 1 09.  Then  at  these  towns  measurement  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  &t 
averages? — Will  not  this  prove  it?  here  is  a  vessel  arrives  at  Wakefield  with 200 
quarters  of  wheat,  it  is  sold  to  a  miller  at  a  price  for  60  lbs.,  it  is  weighed  from 
the  vessel  to  a  given  number  of  bushels,  60  lbs.,  and  delivered  to  the  miller. 

2110.  At  Wakefield,  the  east  coast,  and  Liverpool,  the  west  coast,  they  both 
correspond  in  their  system,  that  measurement  is  only  an  equivalent  name  for 
weight? — To  be  sure  they  do,  without  reference  to  measure  and  weight  at  all;  it 
is  an  equivalent  for  quantity,  for  so  many  quarters. 

2111.  Will  you  state  what  benefit  will  be  derived  from  making  one  general 
standard  for  the  sale  of  com? — The  public  generally  will  be  benefitted  by  simpli- 
fication, and  by  a  more  easy  and  general  transmission  from  one  market  to  another. 

2112.  How  would  com  be  transmitted  more  easily  from  one  market  than  another 
by  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  system? — The  mode  of  conveyance  would  be 
the  same,  but  no  other  calculations  to  be  made  than  the  expense  of  conveyance. 

2113.  That  regards  the  expense  of  it  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

2114.  But  who  would  benefit  in  other  respects  from  making  one  general  stand- 
ard for  the  sale  of  corn  ? — I  should  say  the  public  generally,  by  its  simplification, 
and  more  easy  way  of  coming  at  a  general  knowledge  of  the  markets. 

2115.  You  say  it  would  tend  to  equalize  the  prices? — Yes,  I  think  so,  very 
much.  1  do  not  know  anything  that  would  equalize  the  prices  so  much  as 
a  general  standard. 

2116.  Which  do  you  consider  the  most  expensive  in  time,  labour  and  money, 
measuring  or  weighing  com  ? — I  think  there  is  very  little  difference  in  expense 
when  you  come  to  ascertain  the  labour. 

2117.  Which  is  most  tme  in  itself  and  least  liable  to  fraud? — I  should  say 
weight. 

2118.  Do  you  ever  sell  com  by  measure? — ^Very  seldom ;  it  is  not  the  practice 
in  the  midland  counties  where  I  reside. 

2119.  You  think  that  corn  is  more  generally  sold  by  weight  than  by  measure 
at  Derby  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

2120.  When  you  make  purchases  of  com  by  letter,  from  such  merchants  as  sefl 
by  measure,  do  you  not  then  purchase  by  measure  ? — I  purchase  by  measure,  but 
I  always  take  into  consideration  what  the  weight  will  be,  having  it  to  sell  out  by 
weight ;  but  those  who  make  offers,  knowing  it  is  sold  by  weight  generally  where 
I  reside,  commonly  mention  the  weight. 

2121.  The  weight  per  measure? — Yes. 

21 22.  Supposing  a  letter  is  sent  to  you  describing  a  quantity  of  com,  the  person 
who  offers  that  quantity  of  corn  for  sale,  knowing  that  corn  is  sold. in  your  market 
by  weight,  woula  he  describe  the  weight  of  the  corn  as  well  as  the  measure  ? — Yes, 
very  frequently  he  does. 

2123.  Now,  if  you  had  to  do  the  same  thing  to  a  place  where  measure  is 
generally  used,  you  would,  although  corn  is  sold  in  your  own  market  by  weight, 

describe  the  measure,  in  order  to  accommodate  your  correspondent? — I  do  not 
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tlnnk  an  instance  of  that  sort  ever  occurred  to  me*     Wheat  from  the  interior  of    Francis  Sandars, 
the  midland  counties  very  seldom  goes  coastways  for  sale ;  if  it  did  occur,  and  ^®^' 

1  were  required,  I  should  do  so  of  course.  "T^     TT 

2 1 24.  If  the  change  were  likely  to  be  beneficial,  why  have  not  people  petitioned  ?      ^         ^^^* 
— You  mean  the  farmers,  I  presume  ? 

2125.  Those  who  are  affected  by  it? — Farmers  very  seldom  get  up  petitions 
themselves  to  Parliament;  such  as  are  signed  by  them  are  generally  got  up  by 
their  landlords,  and  then  they  sign  them.  I  think  I  may  say,  almost  the  only 
petitions  I  ever  knew  farmers  get  up  by  themselves  have  been  to  their  landlords  to 
have  their  rents  lowered.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee  are  aware  that  farmers 
very  seldom  get  up  petitions  themselves  to  Parliament. 

2126.  Do  you  think  that  their  not  petitioning  proceeds  so  much  from  the 
absence  of  inconveniences,  as  from  their  not  being  aware  of  the  cause  of  those 
inconveniences  ? — I  think  they  are  not  aware  of  the  cause  of  the  inconveniences 
they  are  under ;  that  may  be  one  reason  why  they  do  not  petition. 

2127.  But  still  you  think  that  they  would  generally  be  more  benefitted  bjf  the 
establishment  of  uniformity  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

2128.  Has  any  instance  of  inconvenience  come  within  your  knowledge  ;  will 
yon  mention  any  case  illustrating  the  sort  of  *  inconvenience  that  may  occur? — 
I  mentioned  a  case  of  a  miller  coming  to  Derby  market  last  Friday  ;  he  came 
to  purchase  a  considerable  quantity  of  wheat.  I  showed  him  a  sample  of  fine 
vf  heat ;  I  told  him  the  price  for  63  lbs.  weight  per  bushel,  it  probably  weighed 
only  62  lbs.  by  the  imperial  measure,  the  custom  being  to  sell  63  lbs.  Imme- 
diatdy  the  miller  wanted  to  know  what  that  would  stand  him  in  72  lbs.,  being 
the  weight  in  his  own  market,  Wolverhampton;  that  we  calculated.  Then  he 
wanted  to  know  what  it  would  stand  him  in  for  62  lbs.,  living  near  Birmingham, 
&at  being  the  customary  weight  at  Birmingham  ;  that  we  ascertained  also.  He 
then  found  that  my  price  was  a  price  he  could  afford  to  give,  and  he  made  his 
purchase  for  the  63  lbs.  accordingly. 

2129.  Then  there  are  three  markets  that  you  have  mentioned,  all  of  which 
actually  sell  by  weight,  but  sell  by  different  denominations  of  weight? — Yes. 

2130.  Birmingham,  62;  Derby,  63;  and  Wolverhampton,  72? — Yes,  and  al^ 
immediately  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 

2131.  And  all  these  different  weights  have  to  be  reduced  into  measure  before 
they  are  returned  to  the  office  in  London? — If  they  are  returned  by  measure. 

2132.  The  Act  requires  it? — It  does  so. 

2133.  You  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  that  must  occur  in  fixing  upon  a  scale 
of  weight ;  if  a  system  of  weight  shouFd  be  prescribed,  how  would  you  obviate 
them  ? — I  do  not  know  any  plan  of  obviating  the  difficulties,  except  making  the 
weight  as  near  to  the  imperial  measure  as  possible. 

2134.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  sell  by  the  hundred- weight,  and  not  by  so 
many  pounds  per  bushel  ? — No,  by  the  pounds  per  bushel. 

2135.  State  your  reasons  for  preferring  to  sell  by  the  standard  weight  of  so 
much  to  the  bushel,  to  selling  by  absolute  weight  ? — ^The  farmers  have  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  selling  by  the  pounds  per  bushel ;  they  will  continue  to 
do  so. 

2136.  Would  not  that  system  perpetuate  those  differences  which  exist  at 
present  in  different  markets,  and  which  you  have  stated  very  properly  to  be  one 
of  the  great  inconveniences  of  the  present  system  of  selling  corn  ? — ^With  the 
present  practice,  yes ;  but  if  you  were  to  alter  the  practice  you  would  do  away 
with  the  present  system  altogether.  If  you  sell  62  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  or  72,  then 
you  sell  by  the  pounds  per  bushel ;  and  if  you  alter  it  to  62  lbs.  to  the  bushel 
instead  of  72,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing. 

2137.  What  is  the  use  of  preserving  that  nominal  standard  of  59,  60  or 
-65  lbs.  per  bushel,  unless  the  weight  has  some  reference  to  the  measure  ? — 
The  weight  has  some  reference  to  the  measure.  There  is  no  real  measure  for 
the  60  lbs. ;  but  if  the  imperial  measure  will  average  about  61  or  62  lbs.,  is 
not  the  principle  the  same?     I  do  not  see  the  difference  in  the  principle. 

2138.  Then  you  either  sell  by  absolute  weight,  or  by  a  weight  which  has 
reference  to  some  measure  ? — Yes. 

2139.  Now,  you  stated  you  should  prefer  selling  by  a  weight  which  had 
reference  to  the  nominal  measure,  rather  than  selling  by  the  absolute  weight?— 
Yes ;  I  say  so,  in  order  that  there  may  be  but  little  difference  iii  regulating  the 
averages  for  the  duty .;  it  is  upon  no  other  principle  that  1  state  it  to  be  so,  because 
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Francis  Sandars,  if  the  average  is  taken  by  the  imperial  measure,  and  one  general  standard  made 

^^«  by  weight  for  the  sale  of  corn,  I  would  have  that  alteration  to  be  as  near  to  the 

'  imperial  bushel  as  possible.     But  if  averages  were  out  of  the  question,  I  do  not 

5  lune  1834.  ^j^j^j^  jj  signiggg  ^l^^j  weight  you  have,  whether  60  lbs.  or  70  lbs. 

2140.  Or  a  hundred-weight? — I  do  not  think  it  does  ;  have  it  any  weight  you 
choose  to  prescribe  by  law.  I  only  made  my  election  in  consequence  of  the 
average. 

2141.  But  you  stated  before,  that  com  was  returned  not  by  measure  but  by 
weight ;  then  of  what  value  is  the  reference  to  a  nominal  measure  ? — The  weight 
returned  has  reference  to  the  nominal  measure  ;  it  has  reference  to  an  imperial. 

2142.  Do  you  think  that  malt  should  be  included  in  any  law  to  regulate  the  sale 
by  weight? — This  is  an  important  question,  and  one  that  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  ascertain  the  merits  of.     It  has  been  stated  to  me  by  several  gentlemen  that 
barley  and  malt  ought  not  to  be  sold  by  weight,  and  for  reasons  as  follows :  '^  in 
making  of  malt  the  effect  of  seasons  is  especially  influential,  not  only  on  the 
weight  of  the  raw  material  but  on  the  operation  of  malting  itself,  and  according 
to  the  freeness  and  kindness  of  barley  so  will  the  malt  weigh  heavier  or  lighter. 
It  need  be  told  only  to  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  matter,  that  the  heaviest 
is  generally  the  worst;  for  it  too  often  arises  from  being  imperfectly  malted,  or 
from  having  too  large  a  portion  of  unvegitated  corns."     Now  the  entire  strength 
of  this  objection  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  that  the  variations  to  which  barley 
is  subject  do  not  apply  to  other  kinds  of  grain ;  and  were  this  the  fact  it  would 
be  a  valid  and  important  one.     It  is  true  that  malt  varies  much  in  quality,  but 
this  variety  solely  arises  from  the  comparative  value  of  the  barley,  and  in  no 
particular  differs  from  the  article  of  flour  as  made  from  various  qualities  of  wheat. 
There  is  less  difficulty  in  finding  out  the  true  value  of  barley  by  sample  than  in 
any  other  article  of  grain.     With  respect  to  the  influence  of  the  seasons,  the 
effect  is  never  more  conspicuous  upon  barley  than  upon  wheat,  and  the  operation 
of  making    good  malt  in  a  bad  season  is  not  more  difficult  than  at  a  similar 
period  in  the  producing  of  good  flour.     The  weights  of  other  articles  of  graia 
also  vary  as  much  as  barley,  and  are  unkind  or  otherwise  in  the  process  of  ma- 
nufacture, when  commencing  under  the  same  circumstances.     So  far,  however, 
from  there  being  any  reason  why  malt  should  not  be  included  in  Mr.  Vernon's 
proposed  Bill,  there  are  the  strongest  objections  against  omitting  it,  stronger  in* 
deed  than  appears  to  exist  in  any  other  species  of  grain ;  for  malt,  when  measured 
at  the  office  where  it  is  made»  is  never  found  (after  its  delivery  to  the  customer, 
when  a  lapse  of  several  days  has  taken  place  during  its  transmission)  to  hold  out 
on  being  remeasured,  and  from  this  cause  disputes  constantly  arise  between  the 
buyer  and  the  seller.     This  has  long  been  felt  as  an  evil  affecting  interested  parties  ;. 
for  instance,  with  those  persons  wno  are  shipping  large  quantities  of  malt  into 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  from  Nottinghamshire  and  other  districts  ;  but  to  re- 
medy in  some  degree  this  defect,  it  has  become  the  custom  to  affix  upon  each 
sack  a  ticket  of  the  weight,  thus  virtually  recognizing  the  expediency  and  fairness 
of  the  principle  upon  which  Mr.  Vernon  s  Bill  of  last  year  proceeded.     As  malt,, 
however,  is  not  sold  by  weight,  but  by  measure,  the  maltster  is  generally  compelled 
to  abide  by  second  measuring,  and  to  submit  in  most  instances  to  a  deduction  of 
four  or  five  per  cent.,  although  the  weight  should  be  found  to  be  precisely  as  it 
was  described  on  leaving  his  office.     Many  thousand  pounds  have  in  this  way  been, 
unjustly  taken  from  the  maltster,  becoming  of  course  in  every  individual  case  so 
much  loss  to  the  seller,  owing  entirely  to  tne  want  of  an  alteration  in  the  existing^, 
laws,  namely,  to  sell  malt  by  weight  instead  of  measure.    On  the  carrier  of  the 
grain  it  is  evident  no  charge  can  be  made,  and  indeed  none  ought  to  be  made, 
so  long  as  the  weight  delivered  answers  to  that  confided  to  his  care.     It  has  also 
been  said,  "  to  steep  barley  by  weight,  and  to  gauge  by  measure,  would  cause  sov 
many  calculations  to  be  made  by  the  maltster  that  he  would  not  know  whether  he 
was  getting  a  profit  or  not."    I  see  no  difficulty  here  ;  a  maltster  generally  puts^ 
his  dry  barley  into  his  cistern  by  gauge,  why  not  continue  to  do  so  ?  There  is  no 
contract  between  the  maltster  and  the  Excise  ;  there  is  no  reason  for  disturbing 
the  present  regulations  of  the  Excise,  nor  is  there  any  more  reason  for  weighing 
barley  to  be  malted  than  to  give  it  to  cattle. 

2143.  Is  there  anything  more  with  regard  to  malt  that  you  wish  to  say? — 
No,  I  think  not. 

2144.  Whatever  be  the  standard  of  quantity,  do  you  not  think  that  the  dealer 
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tnust  in  some  way  take  into  account  the  weight  per  noeasure,  in  determining  the    Francu  SanJars, 
quality  of  his  corn ;  that  he  must  do  so  eitner  by  guess  or  by  actual  trial  ? —  ^' 

I  never  do  it  by  actual  trial ;  I  always  consider  it  by  the  sample.  5  JoDeiS-^A. 

2145.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  dealer  must  in  some  way  take  into  account 
the  weight  per  measure,  in  determining  the  quality  of  his  corn ;  that  he  must 
do  so  either  by  guess  or  by  actual  trial? — I  always  ascertain  the  quality  by 
the  sample;  I  invariably  do  it  in  all  grain  that  I  purchase  by  measure,  and 
I  think  it  is  generally  done  so  by  others ;  the  quality  is  always  ascertained  by  the 


2146.  Must  not  the  dealer  in  some  way  take  into  account  the  weight  per  mea- 
sure, either  by  guess  or  by  actual  trial  ? — Yes,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  cer- 
tainly ;  no  doubt  about  it 

2147.  Bu^  in  judging  of  the  sample,  you  take  into  account  in  your  own  mind 
the  weight  per  measure  ? — Very  seldom. 

2148.  Do  you  not  think  the  quotations  are  of  some  use  to  the  farmer  ? — They 
are.  The  farmer,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  value  of  his  corn,  looks  at  the  highest 
quotation,  and  then  he  ascertains  the  value  of  his  inferior  quality,  in  proportion  to 
the  highest  quotations  that  he  sees  in  the  prices  quoted. 

2149.  What  do  you  call  quotations? — I  mean  the  circular  from  any  market 
that  a  factor  or  a  merchant  sends  out.  If  a  farmer  wants  to  know  what  the  price  is 
in  the  London  market,  he  looks  to  the  highest  price,  and  that  is  the  finest  quality, 
then  he  knows  what  the  value  of  his  finest  quality  is ;  his  inferior  quality  he 

judges  from  the  highest  price  for  the  finest,  in  proportion. 

2150.  Is  he  in  all  cases  enabled  to  jud^e  of  the  best  quality  by  the  highest 
price?— The  best  quality  is  always  the  highest  price,  at  least  it  ought  to  be. 

2151.  Always  ? — It  ought  to  be  ;  I  take  it  for  granted  it  is  the  most  valuable. 

2152.  May  not  the  high  price  be  caused  by  peculiar  circumstances  in  the 
market  in  which  the  com  is  sold  ? — I  think  not;  the  finest  quality  will  always  com- 
mand the  highest  price. 

2153.  Might  not  the  corn  in  one  market  rise  while  there  was  no  corresponding 
rise  in  another  market? — Yes,  it  might  The  highest  price  is  always  shown  in  the 
quotation. 

2154.  The  farmer  would  see  wheat  of  such  a  value  in  one  market,  and  wheat  of 
such  a  value  in  another  market,  but  the  two  wheats  might  be  very  different  in 
quality  ? — If  he  wishes  to  regulate  his  sale  by  any  particular  market,  it  is  generally 
by  the  London  market ;  he  looks  to  see  what  wheat  is  worth  in  the  London 
market. 

2155.  But  the  highest  price  in  two  different  markets  may  not  be  an  accurate 
criterion,  and  therefore  how  is  he  to  judge  to  which  market  to  send  his  corn  ? — 
For  instance,  Derby  and  Nottingham  are  very  nearly  situated  to  each  other ;  if 
the  farmer  knows  what  it  is  worth  at  Derby  market  he  will  very  easily  ascertain 
^hat  it  is  worth  at  Nottingham  market ;  he  looks  to  the  highest  quotation.  There 
is  always  a  best  quality  in  every  market. 

2156.  But  the  farmer's  corn  may  not  agree  with  the  best  quality? — Then  he 
knows  what  his  quality  is  worth,  judging  what  the  best  wheat  is  worth,  and  then 
lie  knows  the  value  of  the  other* 

2157.  But  the  best  of  different  markets  may  vary  ? — Not  in  quality  but  in  price; 
one  market  being  rather  higher  than  the  other.  It  is,  like  other  things,  regulated 
by  the  supply  and  demand ;  if  there  is  more  demand  in  one  market,  and  less  in 
the  other,  then  market  prices  differ  accordingly. 

2158.  But  suppose  one  market  be  situated  in  the  centre  of  clay  lands,  and 
suppose  another  market  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  up-land,  the  season  may  be 
favourable  for  one  description  of  corn,  and  unfavourable  for  another;  the  best 
quality  of  the  different  markets  will  not  be  the  same  ? — But  if  one  market  be 
higher  than  another  it  will  soon  be  brought  down ;  the  prices  are  so  equalized 
that  one  market  cannot  be  much  higher  than  another  for  any  considerable  length 
of  time  ;  there  could  be  no  sudden  convulsion  take  place,  to  make  a  great  differ*- 
ence  permanently. 

2159.  Do  farmers  never  send  corn  further  from  home? — In  Lincolnshire  some 
farmers  send  it  a  greater  distance;  they  look  out  for  Nottingham,  and  more  in  the 
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Francis  Sandarsy    interior  of  the  kingdom,  where  markets  are  frequently  higher  than  they  are  ob  the 

Esq.  coast 

■  2160.  Ought  not  the  quotations  to  contain  the  particulars  which  govern  the 

5  June  1834.      judgment  of  the  dealer,  to  the  extent  of  a  complete  description  of  quality  at  least? 

— All  the  quotations  that  I  know  of  state  the  quality ;  they  state  tne  fine  and  the 

secondary  quality,  and  the  very  inferior  quality,  because  the  quotations  are  of 

wheat  from  60^.  to  70 jr.  a  quarter;  the  qucJity  can  only  be  stated  by  price. 

And  the  same  with  oats  and  other  grain  ;  the  quotations  state  not  only  the  fine 

quality  but  all  other  qualities ;  it  is  impossible  in  a  quotation  to  give  the  exact 

character  of  the  corn,  and  therefore  it  is  done  by  price. 

2161.  Why  is  it  impossible  to  give  the  character  of  corn  ? — There  is  so  madi 
variety  in  the  quality  that  I  do  not  know  what  name  you  could  give  to  it ;  there 
are  so  many  qualities,  varying  perhaps  10^.  a  quarter.  There  may  be  five  different 
qualities  of  wheat,  varying  2^.  a  quarter  each,  making  10^.  a  quarter  from  the 
finest  to  the  worst. 

2162.  How  do  you  mean  vary  10*.,  and  2*.  a  quarter  on  each? — Between 
the  very  finest  and  the  very  worst 

2163.  But  how  do  you  mean  vary  10*.  and  2^.? — There  may  be  five  different 
qualities,  varying  2^.  a  quarter  each  ;  and  then,  if  there  are  five  different  qualities 
varying  2  *.  a  quarter  progressively,  there  will  be  five  differeirt  qualities,  and  a 
difference  of  10^. ;  therefore  1  do  not  know  what  name  you  could  give  to  five 
samples  of  wheat  of  a  different  quality. 

2164.  Do  you  think  that  price,  as  connected  with  weight,  would  be  a  £ur 
standard  of  quality  ? — Theoretically  it  is  a  standard  of  qudity ;  but  there  are  so 
many  circumstances  where  it  is  not  to  be  relied  upon  as  a  test  of  quality  bj 
a  merchant  or  a  factor,  as  I  have  stated  in  the  early  part  of  my  evidence.  Qua- 
lity is  not  to  be  relied  upon  :  there  shall  be  two  samples  of  wheat,  they  shall  be 
very  much  of  the  same  quality,  but  one  shall  be  impregnated  vrith  a  little  samt, 
the  difference  of  the  weight  rper  measure  not  perhaps  more  than  one  pound  in  tiie 
same  bushel ;  both  wheats  being  fine,  but  one  impregnated  with  Bmnt  i  the 
difference  of  the  weight  per  measure  being  only  one  pound  by  the  same  measure, 
there  shall  be  a  difference  of  5  ^.  a  quarter  on  the  value,  owing  to  the  smnt 
injuring  the  colour  of  the  flour. 

2165.  The  farmer,  you  have  stated,  is  guided  by  the  quotations  contained  in 

Eovincial  papers  ? — Yes,  he  is,  but  more  generally  by  the  London  market ;  the 
Dndon  market  governs  almost  every  market  in  England ;  but  he  inquires  as 
a  matter  of  course,  and  sees  by  the  newspapers  what  is  the  price  in  other 
markets  :  but  he  has  not  a  good  knowledge  of  other  markets,  owing  to  the  irre- 
gularity by  which  wheat  is  sold,  that  is,  by  great  weights  or  the  smaller  ones,  or 
by  the  greater  or  smaller  measures. 

21 66.  And  the  irregularity  and  uncertainty  of  the  quotations  ? — ^Yes. 

2167.  This  would  be  corrected  by  introducing  some  one  standard,  whether 
weight  or  measure,  or  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — Yes,  and  would  be  die 
means  of  equalizing  prices,  having  no  calculation  to  make  but  the  freight. 

2168.  What  means  has  he  of  judging  by  the  quotations  from  the  London 
market ;  are  they  given  very  fully ;  do  they  comprise  the  averages  of  many  dif- 
erent  prices,  or  only  two  or  three  different  prices? — Many  different  qualities; 
but  the  farmer  more  commonly  looks  to  ascertain  whether  his  wheat  is  worth 
more  money,  whether  London  is  1  ^.  or  2  s.  higher :  he  looks  to  that  more  par- 
ticularly than  he  would  look  to  the  price  quoted. 

2169.  Would  he  look  to  the  price  quoted  in  London,  as  compared  with  the 
best  price  in  his  own  provincial  market  ? — Perhaps  he  would* 

2170.  Besides,  they  vary  very  much  in  quality  in  different  year^,  and  aba 
Ipcally,  do  they  not? — Yes,  they  do. 

2171.  Supposing  a  farmer  bad  a  certain  quantity  of  wheat  threshed,  and  he 
found  a  certain  price  for  wheat  in  the  London  market ;  how  could  he  ascertain 
that  the  wheat  which  produced  that  price  was  of  the  same  quality  as  his  own, 
or  what  proportion  the  value  of  his  own  bore  to  that  ? — He  would  ascertain  diat 
if  he  sent  his  wheat  to  market.  He  knows  what  kind  of  wheat  is  sold  in  the  Lon- 
don market  at  the  highest  price ;  he  knows  the  very  finest  quality  in  the  London 
market,  and  probably  he  is  growing  some  of  equal  quality. 

2172.  How 
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2^72.  How  can  he  tell  that? — There  is  very  little  difference  in  the  quality    Fnmeu  Amdart, 
of  fine  wheat  in  London  and  the  coimtry,  as  London  is  supplied  generally  fieom  ^• 

the  country. 

2173.  Does  the  farmer  know  the  quality  of  his  wheat  so  well,  that  on  sending 
it  to  market  he  can  put  his  finger  on  the  price  which  that  wheat  will  obtain  ? 
— Yes,  he  can ;  it  is  a  subject  that  always  engrosses  his  attention. 

2174.  When  he  knows  the  price  of  tlie  best  wheat  in  the  London  marked  hp 
can  ascertain  the  comparative  value  jof  his  own  ? — Yes,  to  be  sure  he  can. 

2175.  At  least  he  can  form  a  very  good  calculation? — But  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  should  get  the  same  price  in  the  market  where  he  attends. 

2176.  The  price  of  the  London  qucftation  being  hy  measure  alone,  and  the 
farmer  being  so  much  guided  hy  the  London  market,  does  the  quotation,  being 
made  by  measure  alone,  indicate  sufficiently  the  quality  of  corn,  or  would  you 
recommend  weight  should  be  added  to  the  quotation  of  the  London  price? — 
No,  I  should  think  not;  I. think  weight  alone  would  be  sufficient,  certainly. 

2177.  Of  what  value  would  quotations  be  which  only  gave  the  weight,  when 
the  London  quotations  are  all  in  measure  ? — ^I  stated  just  now,  that  a  farmer  looks 
more  j^articularly  to  the  state  of  the  alteration  of  the  London  market,  than  he 
does  to  the  price  ;  the  pidce  has  but  little  to  do  with  his  market,  but  he  likes  to 
know  whether  wheat  is  1  &  dearer  or  cheaper,  in  order  that  he  may  obtain  1  s. 
moce  or  2 1^.  more  in  his  own  market ;  and  therefore  if  London  be  2  ^.  dearar, 
the  farmer  says,  '^  Now  I  can  get  2  ^.  a  quarter  more  for  my  wheat."  It  is  that 
which  he  refers  to,- and  not  exactly  to  the  price  quoted. 

21 78.  The  London  quotation  is  more  valuable  to  the  farmer  in  the  country^  as 
showing  the  rise  and  fall  of  price  than  the  actual  price  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case 
liironghout  the  country. 

2179.  Are  the  midland  markets  in  the  country  at  all  affected  by  the  Liverpool 
masket  ? — As  you  approach  nearer  to  Liverpool  it  has  an  effect. 

21*0.  And  the  same  with  regard  to  Boston,  Hull  and  Gainsborough,  probably  r 
—Yes. 

2161.  In  wtect  way  ? — In  the  same  way  that  all  other  markets  are  affected  by 
liie  London  market. 

2182.  By  the  rise  and  fall  in  price  ?— If  wheat  be  deaier  in  London  madcet, 
wheat  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  is  dearer  in  proportion. 

2183.  Does  the  Liverpool  market  ever  affect  the  London  market  materially  ? 
— I  should  think  mrt;  nor  is  the  Liverpool  market  affected  by  any  other  market, 
it  is  aflfeoted  by  the  supply  and  demand. 

2184.  What  practical  difficulty  do  you  think  would  arise  from  compelling  every 
body  to  sell  by  one  standard,  either  by  measure  or  by  weigbt,  giving  at  the  same 
time  the  weight  per  bushel,  where  that  forms  part  of  the  bargain  ? — I  dp  not  think 
there  would  be  any  practical  difficulty  at  all  in  that,  except  you  bound  yourself 
entirely  to  the  60  lbs.  per  bushel ;  if  you  did,  the  sale  must  be  by  weight :  for 
instance,  I  have  a  sample  of  wheat,  and  I  say,  this  wheat  weighs  about  60  lbs.  to 
the  bushel ;  and  then  I  say,  I  will  deliver  it  according  to  the  sample.  There  is 
no  difficulty  in  executing  the  order  whatever ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  executed  at  the 
60  lbs.,  why  the  measure  must  be  out  of  the  question. 

2185.  Are  there  in  the  markets  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  sale- tickets 
usually  given  ? — No,  I  do  not  Jluow  of  any,  except  i  come  to  die  London  market ;. 
sale-tickets  are  given  there. 

2186.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  the  form  in  which  contracts  are  usually 
made  ? — No,  I  have  no  forms  ;  I  never  use  them. 

2187.  What  are  the  terms  in  which  contracts  are  made? — They  are  all  made 
verbally,  without  any  agreement. 

2188.  No  written  agreement? — No,  none  whatever. 

2189.  That  is  to  say,  when  they  are  made  on  the  spot? — Yes. 

Y  3  2190.  But 
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FrMeii Sandar$f        2190.  But  if  they  are  made  at  a  distance? — If  I  come  to  London  maricet  there 
^-  is  a  contract,  but  seldom  in  any  other  place. 

6  June  1834.  2191 .  But  you  may  make  a  contract  by  letter  ? — ^That  is  a  contract,  of  course. 

2192.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject  of  this  inquiry? — 
No,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  that  I  have  not  made. 

2193.  Then  the  sum  of  your  evidence  would  lead  the  Committ^  to  conclude 
that  you  would  recommend  an  Act  of  Parliament  enforcing  the  adoption  of 
a  uniform  system  of  selling  by  weight  ? — I  should. 

2194.  By  weight  only? — ^Yes,  I  should. 

2195.  By  absolute  weight? — By  an  agreed  weight;  that  is,  by  the  pounds  per 
bushel.  I  merely  mention  the  bushel  nominally,  as  believing  it  to  be  the  best 
vireight  to  sell  by ;  and  I  do  that,  as  I  have  stated  before,  in  consequence  of  its 
approaching  so  nearly  to  how  the  averages  are  taken. 

2196.  Now  will  you  state  how  you  would  recommend  that  a  uniform  system 
should  be  enforced  ?— The  Act  of  Parliament  would  enforce  it. 

2197.  But  how  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  ensure  the  adoption  of  the  system 
which  y6u  recommend;  because  it  does  not  follow  that  because  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment prescribes  any  particular  system,  that  therefore  everybody  should  obey  it, 
unless  particular  penalties  were  affixed  to  its  non-obeyance  ? — And  I  think  pe- 
nalties should  be  affixed  to  it,  whether  it  is  by  weight  or  by  measure ;  and  I  think, 
if  it  is  by  weight,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  attended  to  without  those  penal- 
ties being  enforced  or  ever  brought  into  operation :  the  millers  will  make  their 
purchases  by  weight,  if  they  possibly  can.  When  I  come  to  the  London  market 
to  purchase  wheat,  I  have  invariably  gone  down  to  the  granary  or  to  the  ship 
before  I  have  made  my  contract,  to  know  what  is  the  weight  per  bushel ;  not  as 
a  test  of  quality,  but,  having  it  to  sell  again  in  other  markets  by  weight,  to  judge 
whether  I  can  affi^rd  to  give  the  price,  calculating  the  expense  of  conveying  it 
down  into  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire.  If  the  law  is  to  sell  by  measure, 
I  am  sure  that  the  millers  would  do  everything  in  their  power  in  the  midland 
counties  to  purchase  by  weight,  even  if  there  were  penalties  attached  to  it 

2198.  Would  you  have  any  specific  weight,  namely,  60  lbs.,  80  lbs.,  100  lbs.,  or 
112  lbs.  ? — I  have  stated  that  I  should  take  it  at  nearly  the  average  imperial  mea- 
sure ;  that  is,  about  60  lbs.  or  61  lbs.,  on  account  of  its  approaching  the  system 
upon  which  the  averages  are  now  taken. 

2199.  With  that  view  ? — Yes,  with  that  view. 

2200.  Did  you  ever  consider  the  subject  whether  two  standards  might  not  be 
adopted  in  certain  markets,  and  left  at  the  option  of  the  buyer  and  seller,  whether 
they  would  sell  by  weight  or  sell  by  measure  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

2201.  You  have  never  considered  the  subject? — No. 

2202.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  any  opinion  upon  it? — No. 

Richard  Page^  Esq.,  again  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

^khwri  Pag€f  Esq.       2203.  THERE  was  something  in  the  last  examination  which  you  had  to  supply, 
— — —       have  you  brought  it  ? — Yes,  I  have  brought  a  copy  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
average  price  of  wheat  is  stated  in  France. 

[The  same  was  delivered  tn^  and  is  as  follows.] 
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TABLE  of  the  Price  of  Grain  »  for  regulating  the  Import  and  Export  Duties  according  to  the  Laws 
of  April  15th  18339  and  April  26th  1833;  drawn  up  the  30th  April  1834. 
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Sections. 


Single 


First 


Second 


Fbrst 


Second     - 


Third 


First 


Second 


DEPARTMENTS. 


MARKETS. 


First  Class: 
''  Pyrenees-Orient     - 
Aude    - 
Herault 

Card     -        -        - 
Bouc-du-Rhone 
Var      -        -        . 
Corse   -        -        • 

Second  Class : 
"  Gironde 
Landes 

Basses-Pyrenees     - 
^  Hautes-Pyr6n6e8   - 
Arri^ge 
Haute-Garonne     - 

^  Jura      •        -  - 

Doubs -        -  - 

IAin      -        -  - 
IsGre    - 
Basses-Alpes 

Hautes-Alpes  .  - 

Third  Class : 
r  Haut-Rhin     - 
\  Bas-Rhin 

fNord    - 

Pas-de-Calais 

Somme 

Seine-lnferieure     - 

Eure     -        -        - 
.  Calvados 

Loire-Inferieure      - 

Vendue 

Charente-lnferieure 

Fourth  Class : 
Moselle 
Meuse 
Ardennes 
.  Aisne   -        -        - 

Manche 
lUe-et-Vilaire 
Cotes -du-Nord 
Finistdrre 
Morbihan 


Toulouse 
Gray 
Lyons     - 
Marshes 


Marans  - 
Bordeaux 
Toulouse 


Gray 
)  St.  Laurent     - 
Le  G.  Lemps  - 


Mulhausen 
Strasbourg 

Bergues    - 

Arras 

Roye 

Soissons    • 

Paris 

Rouen 

Saumur     - 
Nantes 
Marans     - 


Metz 

Verdun  - 
Charleville 
Soissons    - 

Saint-Leu  - 
Paimpol    - 
Quimper   - 
Hennebon 
Nantes 


PRICE  OF  WHEAT. 


The  Three  Prices  arc  those  of  the 
last  Week  io  the  preceding 
Month,  and  the  First  and  Se- 
cond of  the  present. 


15  35 
14    - 

16  a 
18  66 


13  90 

14  75 
H  35 


14  - 
14  70 
16  90 


H  75 
13  98 

13  65 

"  59 
IQ  37 

13  36 

14  50 
13  93 

12  80 
»5  79 

13  90 


10  69 


10 

43 

13 

13 

»3 

36 

»3  7«  1 

»3 

3i» 

»4 

10 

16 

33 

»5  79 

fr.     c 

14  45 
14  07 
16  06 
18  79 


12  88 
1487 
14  45 


14  07 

16  86 

17  51 


15  30 
14    5 

13  45 
11  67 

13  45 

13  45 

14  18 

H  14 


13 

H 

13 


8^ 
76 
88 


10  67 

13   30 

13  45 

13  89 

13  35 

14  10 

»7  49 
14  76 


The  mean  price  for  all  France,  at  the  end  of  April,  is 
The  mean  price  at  the  end  of  March,  was 

Duties  (par  hectolitre)  resulting  from  the  above  Table. 


fr.   c. 

14  72 

14  8 

15  97 
18  83 


13  91 
16  41 

14  73 


14    8 

16  84 

17  49 


H  90 
14  43 

1366 

13  07 
13  47 

13  57 
13  55 

H  43 


Mean  Price 

regalating 

the 

Section 


fr.    c. 
15  8a 


} 


14  34 


16  05 


14  55 


>  13  36 


13  30   "I 

15  44    U3  73 
13  91    J 


10  67 
10  50 

13   03 

13  47 

14  11 
13  33 
13  75 
16  10 

15  44 


n  79* 


1463 


14  35 
14  35^ 


Drawn  up  by  us,  the  Minister  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Public 
Worics. 


Paris,  1  May  1834. 


Y4 


(signed)       DuckaUi. 
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flicAarrf  Page,  Esq.  The  Committee  will  perceive  that  there  are  a  great  many  different   prices  in 

the  returns  in  France ;  and  I  had  intended  to  reduce  them  to  the  English  prices, 

5  June  1834.  but  I  had  not  time.  I  think  it  may  perhaps  be  useful  to  have  this  reduction ; 
I  will  therefore  make  it  and  bring  it  I  have  farther  to  observe  respecting  this 
return,  that  its  result  is  stated  to  •  be  the  mean  price  of  wheat  in  France.  Now, 
we  have  two  terms  in  the  English  language,  which,  in  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration, we  make  use  of  to  express  general  results,  viz.  the  mean  price  and  the 
average  price ;  and  this  should  appear  to  be  necessary,  because  there  reaJIy  are 
two  different  things  to  be  expressed.  The  French,  however,  have  but  one  term 
for  both ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  telt  whether  die  return,  of  which  I  have  deli- 
vered in  a  copy,  is  a  return  of  the  mean  price  of  wheat  in  France,  or  of  the 
average  price.  What  we  in  England  understand  by  the  mean  price  of  a  com- 
modity, is  the  mean  of  several  different  prices  of  that  commodity,  abstracted  from 
all  consideration  of  quantity  i  whereas  the  average  price  of  a  commodity  results 
from  a  combination  of  both  price  and  quantity :  and  therefore  if,  when  different 
prices  of  a  commodity  are  stated,  the  quantities  at  these  different  prices  are  all 
equal  to  each  other,  then  the  mean  price  and  the  average  price  will  be  the  same ; 
but  if  the  quantities  are  different,  the  mean  price  will  not  be  same  as  the  average 
price;  and  the  latter  can  only  be  ascertained  by  multiplying  each  different  price 
by  the  quantity  that  belongs  to  that  price,  and  then  dividing  the  sum  of  tke 
different  products  by  the  sma  of  the  difilecent  quantities.  For  example,  tbe  mean 
of  these  three  prices,  20^.,  24^.  and  30^.,  is  24  s.  Sd.;  and  if  the  quantities  at 
these  three  prices  should  be  equal,  this  will  also  be  the  average.price  3  but  if  the 
quantity  at  20^.  be  100,  and  the  quantity  at  24^.  be  200,  and  the  quantity  at 
30  s.  be  300,  then  the  average  price  will  not  be  24  s.  8  d.^  but  it  will  be  26  ^.  4  ^ 
This  I  take  to  be  the  difference  between  the  mean  price  and  the  average  price  of 
a  commodity ;  and  the  French  having  but  one  term  for  both,  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  return  in  question  is  a  return  of  price  merely,  or  of  price  and  quantity 
combined. 

2204.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a  copy  of  the  mode  in  which  com 
is  quoted  in  the  market  circulars  abroad  ? — Yes,  This  is  a  copy  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  quoted  at  Amsterdam ;  and  it  is  quoted  in  a  similar  manner  in  most  aC 
the  markets  in  the  Baltic,  and  in  Belgium,  and  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  in 
many  parts  of  Germany. -^l^Handing  in  a  Paper  ^  which  is  as  follows :] 
« 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Amsterdam,  24th  January  1834. 

"  Our  stock  of  wheat  consists  in  about  15,000  lasts,  or  about  154,000  qrs.  imperial 
measure,  in  different  qualities,  of  which  a  good  deal  is  fioe  and  good  heavy  red. 

Prices  as  follows : 

Lbs.  Imp*  Bush.  p'  Qr.  Imp. 

Dsntzic,  fine,  weigbiDg  1125  to  130,  or  about  sg^toSa  lbs.  flour,  360  to  380  =  42/    to  45/3. 

Middling  125  to  raS  ---59|to6oi      --  235  to  260  =  38/1  to  42/1. 

Inferior   -        122  to  127  -.-58    to  60---  200  to  235=  32/4  to  38/1. 

Fine  red.  wheat      -        128  to  132  -    -     -6olto63-    -    -  105  to  206  =  31/7  to  33/4. 

Middlii^  -        125  to  127  -     -    -59 1  to  60-    -    -  105  to  190  =:  30/    to  30/9. 

Inferior  -        122  to  124  -    --58     to  59-     -    -  175  to  185  =:  28/4  to  3ojf- 

White inland,  fine  *        128  to  130  -    -    -   60  {to  62   -    -     -  200  to  208  =  32/4  to  33/8. 

Middling    126  to  128  -    -     -   60     to  60  ^      -    -  185  to  195  =30/    to  31)7. 

Inferior      124  to  127  ---59to6o---  160  to  176  =  26/    to  28/4. 

The  foregoing  prices  reduced  in  British  are  to  be  considered  without  any  charges  whatever. 
TJie  charges  for  buying  and  putting  to  granary,  commission  excepted,  will  te  about  11  d. 
to  18.  id.  per  imperial  quarter ;  and  for  keeping  in  granary,  turning,  warehouse  rent,  and 
other  charges  included,  will  be  about  is.  2d.  per  month  per  imperial  quarter.  The  chains 
for  shipping,  with  commission,  or  putting  tne  wheat  on  board,  will  be  about  11  d.  and 
1 «.  2  a.  per  imperial  quarter. 

The  stock  of  rye  consists  in  about  14,500  lasts,  and  the  prices  nding  from  140  and  156 
florins,  which  in  proportion  is  ratlier  higher  than  wheat. 

Of  barley  we  have  but  a  scanty  stock,  no  more  than  about  1,600  lasts ;  the  prices  from 
85  to  95  florins  per  last. 

Of  oats  the  stock  is  about  11,500  lasts,  and  the  prices  rule  from  75  to  82  fl.  for  brewing, 
«8  and  78  fl.  for  thick,  and  55  to  63  fl.  for  feeding.^ 

The  Committee  will  observe  from  this  document,  that  the  difference  in  the  prices 
of  the  wheat  is  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  would  result  from  the  mere 
difference  in  the  weight,  and  the  reason, of  this  is  evident ;  and  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  in  the  specific  weight  of  wheat,  there  is  not  only  an  increase  in  the 
actual  weight,  but  every  increase  in  the  specific    weight  adds   proportionately 
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more  to  the  flour  than  it  does  to  the  refuse,  and  the  quality  of  all,  both  flour  Rkkard  Page,  Yjui 
and  refuse,  is  improved  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  increased  price  paid  by  the  buyer       — — — — 
should  be  only  in  proportion  to  the  greater  specific  weight,  he  would  pay  nothing      5  Jane  1834. 
for  the  disproportionate  increase  in  the  quantity  of  flour  as  compared  with  the 
refuse,  and  the  improved  quality  of  the  whole  mass. 

2205.  You  stated  in  your  former  evidence  that  the  weight  of  130  lbs.  to  the 
Amsterdam  sack  was  equivalent  to  61  ^^Ibs.  for  the  imperial  bushel ;  can  you  show 
the  Committee  how  the  calculation  is  made  ? — Yes,  here  is  the  calculation. 

[Handing  in  a  Paper,  which  is  as  Jbliows.] 

**  Reduction  into  English  weight  per  iinperial  bushel  of  the  Amsterdam  sack  of  corn, 
supposing  the  said  sack  to  weigh  130  lbs.  Dutch  weight : 

1  bushel  =  2218.192  cubic  incheb. 
6,788  cubic  inches  =  1  mudde. 
27  muddes  =  36  sacks. 

1  sack  =  130  lbs.  Dutch. 
100  lbs.  Dutch  =  108.93  lbs.  English. 
Result,  61  l^lbs." 

And  therefore,  according  to  the  relative  proportion  between  Dutch  and  English 
weight  and  measure,  the  corn  which  weighs  130  lbs.  Dutch  weight,  the  Amsterdam 
sack,  will  weigh  61  i^lbs.  English,  the  imperial  bushel. 

This  result  is  obtained  by  what  is  called  the  chain-rule,  which  consists  in  mul- 
tiplying all  the  sums  in  the  right-hand  column  into  each  other,  and  all  the  sums 
in  the  left-hand  column  also  into  each  other  j  and  then,  if  the  product  of  the 
right-hand  column  be  divided  by  the  product  of  the  left,  the  quotient  will  be  the 
result  sought  after. 

The  chain-rule  is  a  very  excellent  method  to  determine  the  proportions  of 
things,  which  it  does  in  the  last  degree  of  accuracy ;  but  when  once  the  exact 
proportion  has  been  discovered  by  this  rule,  all  other  operations  which  are  de- 
pendent on  this  proportion  may  be  performed  by  the  simple  rule  of  three.  Thus^, 
having  discovered  that  130  lbs.  Dutch  weight,  the  Amsterdam  sack,  answers  to 
61  ^  lbs.  English,  the  imperial  bushel ;  if  I  then  wanted  to  know  the  weight  per  * 

imperial  bushel  of  corn  weighing  120  lbs.  Dutch,  the  Amsterdam  sack,  I  should 
merely  have  to  say,  if  130  give  61  -^,  what  120?  and  the  answer  would  be 
56  -j^  lbs.,  which  in  practice  would  be  called  57  lbs.,  because  it  is  so  small  a  frac- 
tion below  it. 

In  Holland,  Belgium,  the  ports  of  the  Baltic,  and  generally  in  the  North  of 
Europe,  and  a  great  part  of  the  interior  of  Germany,  the  Amsterdam  sack  is  ^ 
the  common  standard  for  the  specific  weight  of  corn ;  but  the  French  test  the 
quality  of  their  corn  by  their  own  weight  and  measure,  and  the  following  is  a 
reduction  into  English  weight  per  imperial  bushel  of  the  French  hectolitre,  sup^- 
posing  the  said  hectolitre  to  weigh  75  kilogrammes,  French  weight : 

1  bushel  =  2218.192  cubic  inches. 
6,102  cubic  inches  =  1  hectolitre. 

I  hectolitre  =  75  kilogrammes. 
50  kilogrammes  =  iiolbs.  English. 
Result,  69^^8^ lbs. 

And  therefore,  according  to  the  relative  proportion  between  French  and  English 
weight  and  measure,  the  corn  which  weighs  75  kilogrammes  the  French  hector 
litre,  will  weigh  precisely  59 ^^  English,  the  imperial  bushel;  and  this  in  practice 
would  be  called  60  lbs.,  because  it  is  so  small  a  fraction  below  it. 

2206.  Have  you  any  information  to  communicate  respecting  the  mode  of 
weighing  corn  at  Liverpool? — Yes.  Having  conversed  with  several  people  on  the 
subject,  including  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  never  having  been  able  to  obtain^ 
a  correct  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed,  I  wrote  to  a  gentleman 
who  was  formerly  in  my  counting-house,  and  in  whom  I  repose  entire  confidence, 
and  desired  him  to  give  me  particular  information  of  the  way  in  which  com  was 
delivered  from  the  ship  at  Liverpool ;  and  I  did  it  for  this  reason,  that  it  always 
appeared  to  me  a  very  difficult  if  not  impracticable  thing  to  get  through  business 
with  any,  even  the  lowest  degree  of  dispatch,  where  corn  was  delivered  out  of 
ship  by  weight  instead  of  by  measure.  I  will  now  read  to  the  Committee  the 
answer  which  I  received  to  my  inquiry. 
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mehard  Page,  Esq.  ,  "  Liverpool,  20  May  1834. 

.,_.«.._^  **  The  operation  of  weighing  ia  performed  by  common  porters  engaged  at  55.  per  day 

A  June  i8*^A  daily  wages^  without  reference  to  the  quantity  they  may  weigh;  and  the  servants  of  the 
buyer  attend  to  check  the  weights,  so  tnat  there  is  no  oceasion  for  the  attendance  of  any- 
sworn  public  weighers.  You  are  perhaps  not  aware  that  it  is  customary  to  measure  as 
well  as  weigh  com  here ;  the  charge  for  thi»  latter  operation  is  %$.  %d.  per  100  ^fs^ ;  but 
the  primary  object  of  it  is,  to  facilitate  the  weigbiog,  and  save  time  in  landing  or  delivering 
it.  In  regard  to  weighing,  I  ma^  observe  that  the  drafts  are  larger  in  Ireland  than  th^ 
sack  or  hSf-quarier  used  nere,  which  mu9t  naturally  occasion  a  triflmg  deficiency.'' 

Still  upon  this  letter  I  did  not  altogether  comprehend  the  matter,  and  there- 
fore I  wrote  to  him  again,  and  then  he  sends  me  this  second  answer : 

"26  May  183^1. 

''  Acknowledging  your  favour  of  a4th  instant,  I  must  apologise  for  having  replied  so 
indefinitely  to  vour  former  inquiriea  aa  to  necessitate  a  second  application  on  the  same 
subject.  Not  naving  any  copy  of  my  former  letter,  I  am  not  aware  in  what  manner  I  have 
led  you  into  the  error  you  commit  in  tupfomng  that  grain  is  sold  here  by  an  estimated 
instead  of  an  actual  weight;  but  as  I  recollect  obaerving  the  circiinistance* of  our  weigh- 
ing here  in  smaller  draft*  than  those  praotiaed  in  Ireland,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
you  will  perceive  upon  re-perusal,  that  my  letter  will  not  bear  the  construction  you  put 
upon  \U  The  custom  with  us  is  to  measure  four  bushels  into  a  sack,  and  then  weigh  it 
sack  by  sack,  registering  the  weight  of  each  sack ;  the  addition  of  which  is  reduced  into 
bushela,  aa  we  call  Uiem,  of  70  lbs.  for  iivheat,  60  lbs.  for  barley,  or  45lfaa.  for  oata»  the 
quantities  of  each  of  these  articles  for  which  our  prices  are  quoted* 

'^  The  imperial  bushel  is,  I  believe,  generally  used  in  weighing,  or  to  speak  more  correctly 
in  filling  tne  sack ;  but  the  old  Winchester  is  perhaps  not  altogether  discarded,  for  aa  no 
record  is  preserved  of  the  measure  ftirther  than  that  which  the  number  of  drafts  presents^ 
it  is  evidently  quite  immaterial  which  is  resorted  to;  so  accurately,  however,  is  the  measuring 
generally  performed,  that  there  will  often  be  no  difference  in  the  weight  of  a  number  of  con- 
secutive drafts.  You  may  easily  conceive  that  time  is  thus  saved  to  a  considerable  axtent  ti^ 
landing  or  delivering,  as  in  such  cases  it  is  merely  necessary  to  put  the  sack  down  in  the  scale 
to  ascertain  the  weight  of  it,  without  losing  time  in  balancing  varying  weighta  against  it.'' 

This  last  letter  gave  me  a  complete  idea  of  the  matter ;  and  from  this  I  perceived 
that  in  order  to  deliver  com  out  of  a  ship  by  weight  with  the  least  degpree  of  dis- 
patch, it  waa  first  necessary  not  only  to  measure  this  com,  but  to  measure  it  with 
*  iu:curacy,  and  with  precisely  the  same  degree  of  care  as  if  the  quantity  of  the  com 

had  to  be  ascertained  by  measure  alone ;  and  when  once  the  fact  is  laid  before  us, 
the  reason  becomes  manifest.  The  com  must  be  put  into  sacks  in  the  bold,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  hoisted  on  deck  to  be  weighed ;  and  as  the  sacks  must  therefore 
be  filled,  it  is  but  little  more  trouble  to  fill  them  with  regular  and  equal,  instead  of 
irregular  and  unequal  quantities;  and  then  mark  the  result.  A  cargo  of  com,  when 
fairly  and  honestly  shipped,  being  generally  of  one  uniform  ausdity,  its  specific 
weight  throughout  will  be  nearly  tne  same,  and  therefore  equal  quantities  of  this 
<jorn  will  be  of  equal  weights  ;  and  therefore,  when  measured  accurately,  any  one 
Slack  of  four  bushels  will  be  of  the  same  weight  as  any  other  sack  of  four  bushels ; 
and  hence  it  is  evident  that  by  filling  with  equal  uniform  quantities  of  com,  sacks 
that  are  afterwards  to  be  weighed,  all  that  time  is  saved  when  you  come  to  the 
weighing  which  would  be  lost  in  shifting  and  varying  the  weights,  which  is  con- 
sequent on  sacks  being  filled  irregularfy  and  with  unequal  quantities ;  errors 
are  also  avoided  in  taking  an  account  of  weights,  and  in  giving  hasty  improper 
turns  of  the  scale.  It  is  therefore  evident,  both  from  the  practice  at  Liverpool  and 
the  plain  reason  of  the  thing,  that  when  corn  is  delivered  out  of  a  ship  by  weight, 
it  must  first  be  accurately  measured,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  weighing,  and  then 
the  difference  between  delivering  corn  by  measure  and  by  weight  becomes  mani- 
fest, and  may  very  easily  be  appreciated.  When  com  is  delivered  by  measure  it 
is  measured  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  put  into  sacks,  and  hoisted  into  a  lighter  or 
on  the  quay,  and  the  operation  is  ended  ;  but  when  corn  is  delivered  by  weight, 
it  must  first  be  measured  in  the  hold  and  put  into  sacks,  then  these  sacks  must 
be  hoisted  on  deck,  loosed  from  the  tackling,  and  put  into  the  scale,  then  weighed, 
then  made  fast  again  to  the  tackling  and  then  hoisted  into  the  lighter.  It  is  there- 
fore evident  that  when  corn  is  delivered  from  a  ship  by  weight,  not  only  is  there 
much  more  work  to  be  done  than  when  it  is  measured,  but  it  also  deserves  to  be 
noted,  that  to  weigh  corn  in  order  to  determine  the  quantity,  the  work  must  be 
done  on  two  levels ;  but  when  it  is  measured,  the  work  is  done  and  the  quantity 
determined  on  one  level  only.  The  consequence  of  all  is,  that  in  order  to  get 
through  a  given  quantity  of  work  more  hands  must  be  employed  to  deliver  com 
by  weight  than  by  measure ;  and  yet,  fis  compared  with  measuring,  time  is 
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liereby  so  far  from  being  sarv^d,  that  it  is  trifled  and  lost,  because  these  additioBal  Rickard  f^ige^  Esq 
bands  are  employed  in  operations  which,  instead  of  furthering  the  delivery  of  the  - 

com,  intercept  it  in  its  progress  from  ilbte  hold  of  the  ship  to  the  Kghter,  and  there-  5  Jwi^e  1884. 
fore  there  is  a  wa^e  of  time  and  labour,  and  money ;  and  independent  of  the  delay, 
the  -expense  of  discharging  a  cargo  of  com  at  Liverpool  nwwt  be  ffreatc^  tlvan  in 
London,  though  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  exira  expense  wul  udt  appear, 
from  the  circumstance  that  at  Liverpool  the  crew  of  the  ship  are  alw-ays  employed 
to  hoist  the  corn  out  *of  the  hold,  whefeas  in  London  the  crew  are  not  allovi'ed  to 
do  anything  whatevet.  If  the  ^ame  practice  in  this  respect  obti^ned  in  London 
as  at  Liverpool,  it  wotild  require  only  half  the  number  of  men  that  are  now  em- 
ployed to  discharge  a  cargo  'of  com  in  London,  and  a  less  number  by  two  or  three 
than  is  employed  a!t  Liverpool.  I  am  coming  now  to  a  plain  matter  of  fact :  it  is 
known  that  corn  is  shipped  by  weight  in  Ireland,  and  that  this  com  when  it  comes 
to  London  is  sold  by  measure.  Now  it  has  lately  happened  that  there  arrived  in 
London  "a  cargo  of  Irish  oats,  iand  the  consignee,  for  certain  reasons  of  bis  own, 
was  not  satisfied  wMi  having  those  oats  merely  measured,  but  he  would  have  them 
weighed  also,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  they  came  -out  with  the  weight  charged  in 
Ireland ;  and  I  had  the  account  of  the  whole  operation  the  other  day  from  Mr. 
©uding,  Ae  lighterman  who  was  engaged  to  discharge  the  cargo,  and  which  was 
done  by  means  of  measuring  and  weighing,  exactly  upon  the  same  principle  as  tft 
Liverpool.  The  cargo  *consisted  of  about  600  <fuarters  of  oats,  and  he  says  it 
too3c  htm  two  days  and  a  half  to  discharge  this  cargo ;  whereas  had  the  *com  been 
measured  and  disdharged  in  the  usual  way,  it  could  with  ease  have  "been  date  4n 
one  day.  And  then  comes  this,  in  addition,  that  he  was  obliged  to  put  on  fhi>ee 
■extra  men..  This  is  therefore  precisely  the  operation  of  delivering  com  out  Of  ship 
by  weight,  and  then  doing  it  in  the  quicfkest  way  you  possibly  can.  I  fi^nd  by 
comparing  the  system  of  weighing  with  the  system  of  measuring,  that  ft  is  as 
3  f  to  1,  or  as  24  to  7;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  same  space  ^  time  8even 
men  will  deliver  out  of  a  ship  as  much  com  by  measure  as  24  men  will  deliver  by 
weight ;  or  otherwise,  that  with  the  same  number  of  men  2,400  bushels  may  be 
•delivered  by  measure  in  the  same  space  of  time  that  700  bushels  can  be  delivered 
by  weight  And  then  comes  this  farther  consideration,  that  not  only  was  the  ship 
detained  two  days  and  a  half  instead  of  t>ne,  but  there  being  also  the  same  deten- 
tion of  the  lighter,  this  counts  double,  and  therefore  the  expenditnre  of  labour  is 
as  24  to  7  ;  but  the  delay  of  the  ship  and  the  lighter  is  as  five  to  one. 

2207.  Upon  what  data  are  those  calculations  made  ? — Precisely  upon  ihe  fact 
as  mentioned  to  me,  that  it  took  him  two  day3  and  a  half  to  do  that  by  weight 
which  he  could  with  ease  have  done  in  one  day  by  measure ;  and  coupled  with 
the  further  fact  that  he  was  obliged  to  employ  three  additional  hands. 

2208.  Is  there  any  extensive  complaint  on  the  part  of  either  the  buyers  or 
sellers  of  com  in  MarkJane,  or  in  the  country  markets  in  which  the  practice  of 
selling  by  imeasure  at  present  exists,  or  an  idea  that  some  legislative  enactment 
is  necessary  to  alter  that  mode  of  transacting  their  business? — No  wish  what- 
ever, either  on  the  port  of  London  feotors,  or,  that  f  am  aware  of^  in  any  other 
.part  where  <x)m  is  sold  -by  measure  ;  cmd  the  reason  is  evident :  all  that  they  can 
possibly  have  nnder  a  system  of  weight  they  have  already,  and  much  beyond  it ; 
because,  £rst,  they  are  able  to  determine  the  quantity  by  measure ;  next,  they  are 
able,  if  they  clioose,  to  determine  the  quality  by  specific  weight ;  and  then,  by 
multipljring  the  number  of  measures  by  the  specific  weight  of  each  measure,  they 
have  the  actual  weight.  Therefore,  in  point  of  fact,  they  have  now  all  that 
you  could  give  them  by  the  system  of  weight  alone,  and  they  have  two  other 
things  into  the  bargain,  which  the  substitution  of  weight  for  measure  would  take 
away ;  and  therefore,  independent  of  its  utter  absurdity,  the  proposers  of  the  new 
system  fall  into  a  most  egregious  error  :  they  fancy  that  they  impart  to  us  many 
great  advantages  which  we  could  not  otherwise  obtain  ;  whereas  all  they  propose 
to  give  us  we  have  already,  and  much  beyond  it.  ' 

2209.  Now,  you  have  stated  that  where  measure  alone  prevails,  no  complaint 
exists  ? — Yes. 

2210.  Have  you  not  heard  that  it  has  been  stated  that  in  those  parts  where 
weight  alone  exists,  no  complaint  has  been  made? — According  to  the  official 
returns,  there  are  very  few  complaints  anywhere  ;  I  hardly  see  a  complaint,  ex- 
cept from  Bristol,  and  (hat  arises  from  their  selling  corn  partly  by  weight  and 
partly  by  measure.  They  sell  the  corn  by  weight  that  comes  from  Ireland, 
because  it  is  sold  by  weight  in  Ireland  ;  and  they  sell  the  corn  by  weight  that 
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Richard  Page,  Esq.  comes  from  different  parts  of  Wales,  because  it  is  sold  by  weight  in  Wales  ;  but 

—       all  English  com  they  sell  by  measure.     Now  the  reason  of  this  variety  is  evident : 

5  June  ia34.  as  they  receive  corn  by  weight  from  Ireland,  it  must  very  much  facilitate  all  their 
transactions  with  Ireland  to  sell  Irish  com  by  weight ;  and  the  same  observation 
applies  in  their  transactions  with  Wales.  And  therefore  they  have  not  adopted 
weight  from  choice  but  from  necessity,  and  because  com  is  sold  by  weight  in 
Ireland  and  in  Wales. 

2211.  Now  do  not  you  attribute  the  non-existence  of  those  complaints  in  the 
districts  that  I  have  described,  to  the  circumstance  of  a  uniform  system  obtaining 
in  those  particular  districts,  rather  than  to  the  superiority  of  the  particular  system 
itself? — I  can  only  go  by  the  official  returns,  and  from  these  returns  I  see  very 
few  complaints  made ;  and  then  again  I  disagree  with  many  people  as  to  the 
sense  of  these  returns.  I  do  not  see  that  diversity  of  operation  in  them  which 
many  others  do  :  I  may  be  mistaken.  But  what  I  find  is  this:  here  are  returns 
from  1 50  places,  and  there  are  only  seven  places  in  which  weight  alone  is  used  in  the 
sale  of  corn,  viz.  Whitby,  Malton,  Middlewich,  Four- Lane- Ends,  Preston,  Wigaa 
and  Bolton ;  then  there  are  20  places  in  which  some  sorts  of  corn  are  sold  by 
weight  and  others  by  measure,  or  else  all  sorts  of  com  are  sold  indifferently, 
either  by  weight  or  by  measure.  In  the  whole  of  Scotland  corn  is  sold  by  mea- 
sure, except  Orkney,  and  there  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  they  sell  it  by 
measure  or  weight  or  tale,  for  they  have  very  little  corn  I  believe  to  sell.  There 
are  also  some  parts  of  Scotland  where  they  have  connexion  with  Ireland,  and 
there  they  sell  Irish  corn  by  weight,  while  they  sell  all  English  corn  and  their  own 
corn  by  measure ;  and  therefore  you  may  set  it  down,  I  think,  that  in  nearly  the 
whole  of  Scotland  corn  is  sold  by  measure ;  and  the  selling  Irish  corn  by  weight 
in  some  parts  of  Scotland,  is  owing  to  their  selling  corn  in  Ireland  by  weight 
This  would,  therefore,  appear  to  be  the  result  of  the  official  returns :  In  seven 
places  only,  out  of  150  returned,  corn  is  sold  by  weight  alone ;  and  this  amounts 
to  4f  per  cent  on  the  number  returned.  In  20  places  some  sorts  of  corn  are 
sold  by  weight  and  others  by  measure,  or  else  weight  and  measure  are  used 
indifferently  for  all  sorts  of  corn;  and  this  amounts  to  13^  per  cent,  on  the 
number  returned.  In  123  places  corn  is  sold  by  measure  alone,  or  by  measure 
for  the  quantity,  and  \yeight  as  a  test  of  quality  ;  and  this  amounts  to  82  per 
-cent,  on  the  number  returned.  And  finally,  in  Scotland  com  is  almost  exclu- 
sively sold  by  measure,  with  faculty  to  test  the  quality  by  weight  There  is  now 
this  general  remark  to  be  made,  that  it  is  chiefly  in  places  where  the  corn  is  of 
inferior  quality  that  it  is  sold  either  by  weight  alone,  or  by  weight  and  measure 
indifferently.  In  the  great  corn-producing  counties,  and  where  the  grain  is  of 
fine  quality,  it  is  sold  by  measure. 

22 1 2.  You  say  that  there  are  no  complaints  existing  ? — Certainly  not,  according 
to  the  official  returns.  This  however  is  no  proof  that  the  system  is  perfect ;  men 
are  wedded  to  ancient  custom  and  prejudice,  they  do  not  like  to  quit  a  beaten 
track,  and  abolish  long-established  practices,  particularly  when  their  attention 
has  never  been  called  to  different  and  better  methods.  This  is  one  reason  why 
-corn  in  a  great  degree  is  sold  at  Liverpool  by  weight,  but  the  prime  reason  is 
that  the  chief  part  of  the  corn  trade  of  Liverpool  is  carried  on  with  Ireland  ;  and 
therefore  so  long  as  corn  is  shipped  in  Ireland  by  weight,  it  will  be  very  incon- 
venient to  sell  it  at  Liverpool  by  measure. 

2213.  Then  you  think  it  is  no  proof  that  the  present  system  of  selling  corn 
throughout  the  kingdom  is  perfect,  that  petitions  have  not  been  presented  ? — 
Certainly  not,  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  given. 

2214.  If  a  compulsory  sale  by  weight  as  well  as  measure  is  thought  by  them 
likely  to  be  found  a  beneficial  improvement,  why  do  not  the  farmers  petition  for 
that  as  well  as  measure  ? — No  men  would  petition  for  a  law  which  should  com- 
pel them  to  do  that  which  they  may  do  of  their  own  accord  ;  every  one  at  present 
may  use  the  combined  system  of  measure  and  weight,  and  in  point  of  fact  it  is 
used  every  day  in  London,  and  in  the  country,  and  in  Scotland. 

2215.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  farmer  in  all  cases  is  able  to  overcome  the 
prejudices  arising  from  established  custom,  so  much  so  that  he  would  be  able,  if 
he  pleased,  to  sell  by  weight  and  measure,  although  the  custom  in  the  district 
where  he  sells  his  corn  were  to  sell  by  weight  or  by  measure  alone  ? — Wherever 
old  customs  exist,  and  however  bad,  they  will  be  followed  till  men  are  instructed 
and  open  their  eyes  to  a  better  scheme  of  things. 

©  4221 6.  You 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  173 

2216.  You  say  persons  may  now  sell  by  measure  and  weight  if  they  please?  Richard Page,EBq. 
— Yes }  and  therefore  whatever  the  prejudices  of  the  farmer,  and  however  difficult      

to  overcome,  it  would  be  wrong,  I  think,  to  use  compulsion  and  compel  by  law       5  June  1834. 

some  one  particular  mode  in  which  a  man  is  to  make  his  bargains.     When  corn 

is  sold  by  measure,  with  faculty  to  test  the  quality  by  weight,  it  is  certain  that 

a  man  has  three  elements  of  calculation,  measure,  specific  weight,   and  actual 

absolute  weight ;  but  if  he  chooses  to  forego  two  of  these  elements,  and  confine 

himself  to  measure  alone,  I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  be  prevented,    fiut  there 

is  no  harm  in  compelling  by  law  the  universal  adoption  of  the  imperial  bushel, 

for  reasons  which  I  have  before  related.     The  best  way  to  get  a  farmer  into 

the  combined  system  of  measure  and  weight  is  to  instruct  him  in  the  advantages 

of  it. 

2217.  Then  it  is  from  the  want  of  knowing  the  advantage  of  the  combined 
system  ? — It  is  so  in  many  cases ;  there  are,  however,  a  great  many  persons  who 
Icnow  the  benefit  of  the  combined  system,  and  who  have  learned  from  experience 
how  nearly  in  all  cases  the  quality  of  com  corresponds  with  its  weight  per  bushel ; 
and  therefore  if,  independent  of  the  general  information  which  might  be  given 
through  the  medium  of  returns  to  the  corn  inspectors,  a  method  were  adopted  by 
the  factors  and  merchants,  of  quoting  the  weight  of  corn  per  bushel  in  their  cir- 
culars, I  think  the  system  might  be  introduced  with  the  greatest  ease  in  the  world, 
and  this  because  the  reason  of  the  thing  is  good  and  evident ;  every  one  who  has  been 
used  to  consider  such  matters  must  be  convinced  that  the  system  is  perfect ;  and 
to  say  that  it  will  not  determine  the  exsCct  state  and  condition  of  corn  is  a  most 
ridiculous  objection.  There  is  no  system  in  the  world,  and  no  legislation  that  ever 
is  or  can  be,  intended  to  take  away  the  use  which  a  man  ought  to  make  of  his 
senses;  and  this  applies  here.  The  state  and  condition  of  corn  is  to  be  judged  of 
by  the  senses,  and  therefore  when  a  man  sees  a  sample  of  com,  his  eye,  his  smell, 
his  taste,  and  his  hand,  will  instruct  him  in  the  condition  and  all  the  outward 
visible  properties  of  that  corn  ;  but  it  is  only  the  knowledge  of  its  specific  weight 
that  will  instruct  him  in  the  main  thing,  and  enable  him  to  determine  its  produce 
in  flour.  Now  after  much  practice  a  man's  judgment  in  this  respect  may  get  to 
be  very  accurate,  and  so  as  to  determine  pretty  nearly  the  weight  of  corn  by  in- 
:spection  alone ;  but  how  is  that  judgment  acquired  ?  not  by  the  mere  sight  of  corn, 
but  by  the  fact  of  seeing  corn  of  various  qualities  weighed  in  the  bushel,  or 
else  having  it  weighed  by  others,  and  then  comparing  the  different  weights  of 
different  samples.  But  a  man  of  less  skill  and  practice  could  not  do  this,  and 
though  his  senses  would  sufficiently  instruct  him  in  the  condition  and  all  the  out- 
ward properties  of  the  corn,  yet  not  having  the  experience  of  the  other,  he  would 
Jbe  deficient  in  the  knowledge  of  its  specific  gravity  ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  method  of  informing  this  man's  judgment,  and  so  as  to  put  him 
on  a  par  with  the  man  of  greater  skill. 

2218.  Supposing  the  seller  were  not  compelled  to  weigh,  but  merely  to  agree 
with  the  buyer  as  to  the  probable  weight  of  any  given  quantity  of  corn  sold,  so  as 
to  enable  the  corn  inspector  to  introduce  into  his  quotation  the  admitted  weight ; 
would  that  lead  to  more  correct  information  of  the  actual  Value  in  each  market, 
.and  to  an  extent  that  would  render  an  alteration  desirable  ? — 1  think  no  corn  ought 
to  be  returned  to  the  corn  inspector  except  according  to  the  real  conditions  upon 
which  that  corn  is  sold.  If  it  had  been  sold  warranted  to  weigh  a  specific  weight 
per  bushel,  then  that  condition  ought  to  be  returned  ;  but  I  think  no  probable 
speculative  weight  ought  to  be  returned.  The  return  ought  to  be  of  a  real  bargain, 
and  ought  to  embrace  all  the  conditions  of  that  bargain ;  that  is  to  say,  as  to  quan- 
tity, price,  and  weight  per  bushel. 

2219.  Would  you  not  return  the  condition? — You  cannot  return  the  condition; 
it  is  impossible  to  do  that,  because  there  is  such  a  variety  of  condition,  so  many 
shades. 

2220.  Might  there  not  be  a  particular  column  for  damaged  corn,  for  instance, 
in  the  return  ? — The  damaged  corn  ought  not,  strictly  speaking,  to  be  returned  at 
all ;  corn  ought  not  to  be  returned  when  it  is  so  damaged  that  it  is  only  fit  for 
pig's  meat :  if  it  is  merely  a  trifle  out  of  condition  it  may  be  returned  ;  but  if  it 
goes  beyond  a  certain  degree  of  damage,  then,  in  my  apprehension,  it  ought  not 
to  be  returned.  I  think  if  com  is  so  damaged  as  to  require  kiln-drying  before  it 
is  used,  it  should  not  be  returned. 

2221.  But  if  corn  is  only  out  of  condition,  affected  by  the  atmosphere,  that, 
properly  dried,  does  not  injure  the  quality,  but*  it  improves  it? — Certainly  ;  but 
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Hiehard Paget  Esq,  then  the  return  ought  not  to  be  made  before  the  kiln-drying  but  after;  all  this 
-"— —       however,  depends  on  the  degree  and  measure  of  the  damage. 
i5  June  1834.  2222.  The  miller  cannot  get  the  flour  out  without  that  process? — ^No:  com 

slightly  damaged,  or  slightly  out  of  condition,  ought  to  be  returned, 

2223.  But  being  out  of  condition  from  keeping,  that  is  by  being  stale,  is  Aat 
a  description  of  wheat  you  would  keep  out  of  the  returns ;  that  is,  a  conditSon  of 
wlieat  which  is  not  fit  at  once  to  turn  into  flour  ? — I  would  keep  dl  that  out  of 
the  returns  that  cannot  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 

2224.  But  if  you  are  not  able  to  return  the  condition  of  wheat  in  the  quota* 
tions,  do  you  think  those  quotations  might  still  be  of  great  vahie? — ^Certainly; 
the  sound  condition  of  a  commodity  is  always  implied,  unless  mention  be  made  to 
the  contranr. 

2225.  The  Act  requires  that  all  com  ^returned  should  be  fit  for  household  bread, 
does  it  not? — Yes,  I  think  it  does. 

2226.  Win  you  state  why  you  think  that  weight,  coupled  with  price,  is  toot  for 
all  practical  purposes  a  sufficient  criterion  of  the  quality  of  com  ? — It  cannot  be; 
it  is  impossible.  I  have  answered  that  question  in  my  former  examination;  itig 
cjuite  impossible.  Weight  alone  tells  nothing;  measure  alone  tells  noting j  and 
measure  and  weight  combined  is  the  only  method  by  which  the  quality  of  cora 
may  be  correctly  ascertained. 

2227.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  take  these  three  letters,  and  give  your  opinion 
upon  them  ? — I  will. 

Veneris^  6**  die  Juniiy  3834. 


THE  HON.  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

Mr.  William  Okriaianj  called  in  j  and  Examined. 

Mr.  IF.  Christiati.       2228.  WHERE  do  you  reside?— At  Sligo  in  Ireland. 

2229.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  the  collector  of  the  public  tolls,  and 

6  June  1834.      deputy  weigh-master  for  the  town;  and  I  hold  flour  and  corn-mills  in  my  own 
hands. 

2230.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  Irish 
trade  in  com  ? — Yes,  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  for  the  last  30 
years. 

2231.  In  what  way  have  you  had  that  experienced — I  have  been  buying  com 
on  my  own  account ;  and  1  have  been  constantly  in  the  public  marfcets  ^here 
the  sale  of  corn  takes  place. 

2232.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  in  what  manner  the  trade  is  carried  on  between 
the  fanner  and  the  merchant  in  Ireland  ? — The  farmer  brings  his  grain  into  the 

Eublic  market  in  bulk,  in  sacks,  in  the  first  instance ;  and  it  is  then  purchased 
y  the  buyer  or  the  merchant,  as  the  case  may  be. 

2233.  In  what  way  does  he  bring  it? — It  is  brought  in  large  sacks,  on  horses' 
backs  and  carts,  for  sale,  but  never  sold  by  sample ;  that  is,  1  will  explain,  if 
you  please :  we  have  two  inspectors  in  the  public  market. 

2234.  In  every  market? — In  the  market  that  I  am  particularly  acquainted 
with. 

2235.  Which  is  that? — Sligo.  We  have  two  public  inspectors,  and  they 
examine  each  sack  with  a  piercer.  The  merchant's  clerk  cuts  a  hole,  to  take 
out  a  sample  to  buy  by ;  the  inspector  puts  in  an  auger  to  try  the  quality  of  the 
grain,  to  see  that  it  is  according  to  the  bulk  that  is  produced.  The  merchant 
then  buys,  makes  his  price,  marks  on  the  back  of  the  sack  with  chalk,  and  it  is 
weighed  or  not,  as  the  case  may  be ;  perhaps  it  is  weighed,  and  perhaps  it  is 
not  weighed.  It  goes  to  the  merchant's  store  ;  it  is  there  weighed  again  at  his 
private  scale,  and  then  paid  for. 

2236.  How  are  those  inspectors  appointed? — They  are  appointed  by  Mr. 
Wynne,  the  proprietor  of  the  tolls  and  customs. 

2237.  For  what  length  of  time  are  the  inspectors  appointed? — I  think  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  that  Mr.  Peel  brought  in,  some  years  ago,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  corn  in  Ireland;  since  the  passing  of  that  Act,  12  or  13  years  ago,  as 
well  as  I  recollect. 

2238.  But 
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2238.  But  the  question  applied  to  the  length  of  time  that  the  inspectors  con-  Mr.  fV.  Christian. 

tinue  in  office ;  how  long  does  their  office  continue ;  is  it  for  life  ? — It  is  an  

appointment  during  Mr.  Wynne's  pleasure.  6  June  i834* 

2239.  Are  there  inspectors  in  every  market  town  in  Ireland? — I  do  not  thinly 

there  are.   Mr.  Wynne  is  the  person  who  had  the  Bill  passed,  through  Mr.  Peel ;  i 

he  saw  the  utility  of  it. 

2240.  Wha^t  Act  is  that? — I  do  not  exactly  recollect.  Our  trade  in  Ireland 
greatly  improved  by  the  passing  of  that  Act ;  before  that  it  was  very  slovenly 
done^  and  the  grain  came  in  in  a  very  dirty  state.  The  Act  says,  that  if  grain 
is  brought  in  not  {^reeable  to  the  sample,  it  is  subject  to  confiscatioq. 

2241.  That  is  not  an  Act  for  th^  appointment  of  the  inspectors? — No ;  the 
appointment  of  the  inspectors  is  entirely  optional  with  th^  owner  of  the  tql\% 
and  Gustoms.  He  has  a  certain  toll  arising  from  the  produce  of  the  market, 
and  b«  appoints  officers  to  inspect  it.  I  meant  to  say  it  was  the  inspection  thali 
was  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  not  the  appointjqient, 

2242.  Are  you  aware  of  an  Act  ef  Parliament  which  gives  the  power  to  the 
lords  of  tolls  to  appoint  inspectors  ? — I  think  there  is  such  an  Act  in  existence. 

2243.  Supposing  an  inspector  discovers  faulty  corp,  what  is  his  mode  of 
proceeding,  so  that  the  com  should  be  forfeited  or  penalties  levied  ? — He  goes 
before  the  provost  of  the  town  immediately,  and  produces  the  bad  and  good 
sample,  and  the  provost  decides.  When  the  thing  was  first  established,  the 
provost  became  severe,  and  made  examples.  I  have  seen  him  burn  corn  in  the 
street ;  I  have  seen  him  throw  it  over  the  bridge  into  the  river  on  a  market-day  j 
and  I  have  seen  him  sell  it  by  public  auction,  and  give  the  money  to  the  poor, 
in  a  few  instances,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Act,  so  that  it  might  spread 
through  the  country. 

2244.  So  that  what  might  spread  through  the  country  ? — That  the  news  might 
spread  through  the  country,  that  men  should  not  bring  grain  in  an  improper 
state  into  the  market. 

2245.  Does  this  inspector  examine  every  sack  of  com  that  is  produced  in  the 
market  ? — It  is  presumed  hp  does  j  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so. 

2246.  For  what  cause  is  com  forfeited? — ]For  not  being  agreeable  to  the 
sample  produced  by  the  seller.  You  cut  a  hole  in  the  sack,  and  the  man  takes 
out  a  handful  of  corn,  and  he  looks  at  it.  The  buyer  says,  "  Is  your  corn  all 
like  this?"  The  countryman  says,  "Yes.**  Then,  when  it  comes  to  be 
examined,  it  is  found  to  be  not  all  agreeable  to  that.  If  the  Committee  will 
permit  me  I  will  explain  how  it  is  done.  He  gets  a  butter  firkin ;  he  takes  the 
Bottom  and  the  head  out,  and  puts  it  standing  in  the  centre  of  a  sack ;  he  puts 
the  good  grain  all  about,  and  the  bad  in  the  centre ;  he  then  raises  up  the 
firkin,  and  he  continues  to  do  so  until  he  comes  near  the  top ;  and  on  the  top 
lie  puts  good,  and  at  the  bottom  a  little  good,  and  all  the  centre  of  that  sack  is 
bad  corn.  The  grain  used  to  be  brought  to  the  market  in  an  extremely  bad 
state  J  but  ever  since  the  passing  of  that  Act  it  has  been  greatly  improved. 

2247.  Is  that  done  to  all  descriptions  of  corn  ? — Only  done  to  oats ;  it  cannot 
be  so  well  done  in  wheat ;  and  we  have  not  had  a  wheat  market  in  our  country 
until  last  year ;  it  is  likely  to  become  a  wheat  countrjr.  I  bought  4,000  barrels 
last  year  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sligo  j  and  the  year  before  I  could  not  have 
bought  400  barrels. 

2248.  Why  cannot  that  trick  be  done  with  wheat  as  well  as  with  oats  ? — The 
sowers  of  wheat  in  the  country  are  generally  a  better  class  of  people ;  and  it  is 
a  thing  that  would  be  more  easily  detected,  and  is  too  valuable  an  article  to 
play  a  trick  with.  A  confiscation  of  a  man's  barrel  of  wheat  would  be  a  serious 
thing  to  him,  and  the  other  is  only  practised  by  the  jobbers  and  low  farmers  in 
the  country. 

2249.  Is  it  done  to  barley? — No,  I  never  knew  an  instance  of  it  done  to 
barley. 

2250.  The  exportation  of  barley  from  Ireland  is  not  great?— Not  great. 

2251.  Are  there  any  other  tricks? — There  are  many  others:  putting  it  in 
the  centre  of  the  sack,  and  putting  a  little  good  at  the  top  and  the  bottom,  and 
one  side  may  be  good  ;  the  under-part  of  the  sack  that  lies  on  the  cart  may 
be  bad  ;  they  may  hope  not  to  be  detected  in  the  under-part  of  the  sack.  But 
those  sort  of  frauds  have  decreased  lately,  in  consequence  of  a  more  strict  inspec- 
tion in  the  market. 
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Ur.  W.  Christian.        2252.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that,   in  the  districts  with 
— — —       which  you  are  acquainted,  corn  is  never  sold  by  sample  ? — Never  by  sample. 
C  June  1834,  2253.  The  farmer  always  takes  the  whole  bulk  to  market? — The  whole  bulk 

to  market.    There  never  was  an  instance  of  Irish  grain  being  sold  by  sample. 

2254.  Not  even  wheat? — Not  even  wheat. 

2255.  Not  in  Ireland? — No,  we  would  not  buy  it:  if  a  man  came  with 
a  sample  of  the  best  corn  in  his  pocket  to  my  mill  door,  and  said,  ^^  I  will  let 
you  have  20  or  50  barrels  of  that  sort,"  I  would  say  I  would  not  take  it  UIl 
I  saw  the  heap.     I  would  be  sure  to  be  deceived  if  I  did. 

2256.  If  he  bargains  to  deliver  a  certain  weight,  why  could  not  you  take  it? 
— It  is  not  by  weight,  and  we  do  not  know  anything  of  grain  in  my  part  of  the 
country,  except  by  weight. 

2257.  If  the  fanner  bargains  to  deliver  a  certain  weight  of  wheat,  surely  yoa 
can  have  a  check  upon  him,  so  that  the  bulk  should  correspond  with  the  sample, 
in  case  you  pleased  to  buy  by  sample  ? — ^That  may  be ;  I  have  a  check  upon  him, 
but  how  will  I  redress  myself?  That  man  brings  in  his  wheat  to  me  in  my  ab- 
sence, and  he  throws  it  into  my  heap ;  or  say  I  detect  him,  what  am  I  to  do 
then ?    I  say,  "  I  will  not  take  that  at  theprice.** 

2258.  But  com  is  sold  by  sample  in  England,  and  the  Committee  want  to 
know  what  peculiarity  there  is  in  the  Irish  trade  to  prevent  com  being  sold  in 
the  same  way  ? — The  Irish  merchant,  before  he  sells  nis  corn,  kiln-dries  it. 

2259.  Bad  or  good? — Yes,  we  never  send  com  to  any  part  of  England  widi* 
out  kiln-drying  it ;  we  always  kiln-dry  our  corn  before  it  is  exported ;  every 
kind  of  com  is  kiln-dried  before  it  is  shipped. 

2260.  What  is  the  use  of  kiln-drying  it  if  it  is  dry  already? — It  never  is  dry 
in  Ireland.  It  is  constantly  dried  in  Ireland  before  it  is  exported.  That  is,  it 
is  never  sufficiently  dry  for  exportation  when  coming  from  the  farmer. 

2261.  Why  is  it  less  dry  in  Ireland  than  it  is  in  England? — From  the  climate 
I  presume  ;  we  have  a  damp  wet  climate ;  and  we  are  not  only  obliged  to  kiln- 

^  dry  it,  but  we  are  obliged  to  do  it  highly ;  for  I  have  known  instances  of  corn 
being  shipped  for  the  Liverpool  market  from  Sligo,  and  not  being  sufficiently 
kiln-dried,  it  heated  on  the  way,  and  became  almost  a  total  loss. 

2262.  Are  you  at  all  acquainted  with  the  English  markets? — Yes,  a  little. 

2263.  You  are  aware  whether  corn  is  usually  kiln-dried  in  England  before 
it  is  sent  to  market  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is.  I  believe  the  English  grain  is  never 
kiln-dried. 

2264.  Then  you  attribute  the  practice  of  kiln-drying  corn  in  Ireland,  before 
it  is  exported,  to  the  humidity  of  the  Irish  atmosphere  ? — Indeed  I  should 
think  so. 

2265.  Not  to  the  com  being  cut  before  it  is  ripe  ?— No,  that  is  not  the  cause. 

2266.  Is  corn  ever  sold  in  Ireland  by  a  small  sample  being  sent,  and  the  quan^ 
tity  to  be  purchased  being  engaged  to  be  of  the  same  quality  ? — Yes,  in  Dublin 
I  believe  it  is  the  practice,  and  I  rather  think  it  is  the  practice  in  Belfast. 

2267.  Do  you  think  the  farmer  is  honestly  treated  by  the  merchant  in  using 
the  crane  ? — ^1  think  he  is  not.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  the  trade, 
weighing  of  corn  in  Ireland,  and  one  that  I  would  be  most  happy  that  you  could 
redress.  I  have  detected  it,  it  has  come  under  my  own  observation  in  my 
department.  A  man  comes  into  the  market,  and  sells  his  corn.  If  he  weigbi 
it,  he  gets  my  ticket  with  the  weight  of  his  corn,  either  one  or  ten  sacks,  as  the 
case  may  be.  We  keep  a  duplicate  of  that  ticket  in  a  book,  with  the  date  and 
number,  his  name,  and  the  quantity.  He  goes  with  this  ticket  to  the  merchant^ 
and  he  is  paid  the  amount  of  that  ticket.  That  is  all  very  well,  if  he  weighs  it 
in  the  market.  Other  people  come  into  the  market  with  their  grain,  and  they 
will  not  weigh  in  the  market.  I  have  known  instances  where  there  have  been 
14  stone  weight  taken  from  four  sacks  of  corn,  weighing  from  24  to  36  stones 
each  ;  and  there  is  at  this  moment  an  action  pending  in  the  Provost  Court 
against  a  merchant.  I  got  an  action  the  day  before  I  left  home  taken  out,  and 
I  have  150  aflSdavits  to  that  effect.  We  get  grain  in  our  market  from  four  or 
five  counties ;  there  is  a  great  influx  of  corn  into  Sligo,  and  some  of  the 
farmers  send  their  corn  in  for  hire  on  carts ;  perhaps  five  different  individuals 
will  send  fi^ve  sacks  on  a  cart,  10,  15,  20  or  25  miles  from  the  town.  They  trust 
to  the  honesty  of  this  carman ;  he  comes  in,  and  he  sells  his  grain  in  the  public 
market;  he  will  not  weigh  it;  I  say,  "Why  do  not  you  weigh  your  corn  ?  tiiere  is 
no  charge  to  be  made  you ;  you  should  weigh  your  com.'*    "  Oh,  I  will  not  weigh 
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it,''  he  says.     Then  he  goes  to  a  merchant,  whose  pay  he  is  in,  and  this  mer-  Mr.  (V.  GirMm^ 
chant  weighs  the  corn  as  he  pleases,  and  he  gives  the  man  4  ^.  or  5  ^.,  or  perhaps  ■ 

a  few  hundreds  of  salt  or  bars  of  iron,^  as  the  case  may  be.    This  has  been  car-      ^  Jane  1834. 
ried  on  to  an  immense  extent. 

2268.  Is  that  general  ? — Indeed  it  is  very  general.  We  have  honest  merchants, 
but  we  have  dishonest  merchants  too. 

2269.  Is  it  general  that  the  farmers  send  in  their  corn  to  market  in  the 
manner  you  describe  ? — Yes,  a  great  quantity  of  it  comes  in  that  way ;  the 
greater  part  of  it. 

2270.  You  suppose  the  majority  of  corn  sold  in  Sligo  market  is  sent  into  the 
market  in  tliat  manner  ? — A  great  deal  more. 

2271.  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sligo  to  send  in 
their  corn  on  cars  hired  from  individuals,  without  themselves  accompanying 
those  cars  to  sell  their  corn  themselves ;  and  trusting  to  the  carman  not  only  for 
the  sale  of  the  corn,  but  for  the  weighing  of  it,  and  for  the  receiving  of  the 
money,  and  bringing  back  the  money,  without  themselves  being  present  at  any 
of  these  transactions  ?-— I  say  no  to  that.  What  I  consider  the  neighbour- 
hood is  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  town. 

2272.  Is  that  the  custom  ? — It  is ;  they  bring  it  in  themselves  generally ;  but 
this  is  corn  that  is  brought  from  distant  parts. 

2273.  Then  is  corn  sent  from  distant  parts  into  Sligo  under  the  circumstances 
you  have  stated,  trusting  to  individuals  unconnected,  except  so  far  as  they  are 
employed  for  the  carriage  of  the  corn? — Certainly. 

2274.  You  are  weigh-master  of  the  town  of  Sligo? — Deputy  weigh-master. 

2275.  Does  it  come  within  your  province  to  ascertain  from  what  districts  the* 
sellers  of  corn  come,  or  whether  the  corn  is  their  own  property  r — It  does. 

2276.  And  do  you  not  merely  inquire  the  name  of  the  seller,  without  reference 
to  whether  the  com  be  their  property  or  otherwise  ? — Certainly ;  I  have  nothing- 
to  do  with  that. 

2277.  Then  you  cannot  tell  whose  property  the  corn  might  be? — No,  that  is^ 
impossible. 

2278.  How  then  have  you  been  able  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  you  have  just 
stated,  that  many  of  those  who  send  it  from  a  distance  are  not  themselves  pro- 
prietors of  the  corn  which  passes  through  your  hands? — From  long  experience, 
and  knowing  the  carmen  coming  into  the  market  You  will  have  in  this  House' 
next  session  petitions  on  the  subject  from  all  quarters. 

2279.  These  individuals  have  the  power  of  weighing  their  corn,  if  they  think 
fit,  at  a  beam,  against  which  there  is,  or  ought  to  be,  no  sort  of  suspicion  ;  can: 
they  not  do  that  ? — They  can,  at  the  public  market. 

2280.  Is  their  any  charge  for  their  weighing  corn  at  the  public  market.^ — No. 

2281.  There  are  laws  in  Ireland,  are  there  not,  for  the  punishment  of  persons 
using  false  weights  and  measures  ? — There  never  has  been  any  detected ;  I  can^ 
explain  how  the  thing  is  done. 

2282.  They  have  no  false  weights  and  measures? — No;  the  provost  and 
I  have  gone  to  the  merchants'  stores,  and  we  never  could  detect  any ;  they  wilf 
take  care  of  that. 

2283.  Then  in  Sligo  there  is  a  public  crane,  at  which  every  justice  would  be 
done  to  the  seller  for  nothing ;  there  is  the  greatest  attention  paid  to  the  accuracy 
ef  the  weights  of  the  town,  and  yet  these  frauds  in  the  weighing  of  goods  are 
of  public  notoriety,  and  considered  a  public  grievance  ? — Positively  so,  to  a  great 
extent. 

2284.  When  the  fraudulent  weighing  to  which  you  allude  takes  place,  where' 
is  it ;  is  it  in  private  or  in  public  ? — In  private,  in  the  private  yards. 

2285.  Supposing  that  the  corn  had  been  weighed  at  the  public  crane,  and 
this  carman  had  got  a  ticket  of  the  weight,  would  the  merchant  to  whom  the 
com  was  eventually  sold  refuse  to  receive  your  cranage  ticket ;  would  he- 
refuse  to  receive  that  as  a  proof  of  the  weight  ?— Many  would  and  have. 

2286.  Is  that  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  you  as  weigh-master? — Not  at 
all ;  the  reason  is  what  I  assigned  before. 

2287.  Is  it  any  professed  or  any  factious  appearance  of  want  of  confidence  ? — 
There  never  was  such  an  observation  made  to  me  on  the  subject. 

2288.  Why  do  you  think  they  would  refuse  to  receive  the  cranage  ticket? — 
Because  they  know  they  would  have  to  pay  the  poor  man  for  the  full  amount  of 
Jiis  grain. 

0.36.  A  A  2289.  What 
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)b.W.  Christian.       2289.  What  ostensible  reason  would  the  merchant  allege  for  not  receiving 

your  ticket  ? — The  ostensible  reason  would  be  this ;  (that  is  a  very  natural  ques- 

6  J«iie^iS^.  tion  to  ask)  :  one  merchant  will  tell  the  countryman,  **  I  have  got  more  than  I 
require,  I  will  not  take  that  corn."  Another  merchant  says,  "  Oh,  that  com  is 
not  so  good  as  the  mark  on  the  sack^  my  buyer  did  not  do  me  justice ;  go  about 
your  business,  I  cannot  take  that."  I  will  explain  how  the  thing  is  weighed,  and 
how  they  cheat  the  man.  There  is  a  piece  of  iron  with  a  crook  on  the  end  of 
it,  that  holds  up  the  end  of  the  beam,  that  you  may  take  a  sack  of  com  out 
without  taking  the  weights  out  of  the  opposite  scale ;  the  countryman  has  his 
eye  upon  the  scale  with  the  sack  in  it. 

2290.  Are  you  describing  public  weighing  or  private  weighing? — Private 
weighing.  The  countryman  has  his  eye  upon  the  scale  ;  the  craner  puts  the 
cro^  over  the  end  of  the  beam  with  the  weights,  and  pulls  it  down ;  this  is  what 
we  call  a  lever :  the  countryman  keeps  his  eye  on  the  scale,  while  the  craner 
pulls  down  with  his  hand  and  lifts  the  sack  off  the  ground,  that  the  countrymaii 
may  see  it ;  the  craner  then  catches  hold  of  the  lever  and  puts  the  crook  io  its 
place.  Now  if  the  country  ouin  is  knowing  enough  to  detect  that»  when  the  maa 
at  the  scale  (the  craner)  takes  down  the  weight  of  the  sack,  he  calls  to  the  clerk, 
**  Take  the  weight  of  A.  R's  sack,  26  stone,'*  or  36  stone,  as  the  case  may  be.  If 
the  clerk  sees  that  the  craner  has  not  cheated  him  in  the  way  I  have  described,  he 
enters  in  the  ticket  two  or  three  stone  less  instead  of  the  real  weight,  as  the  case 
may  be,  just  according  to  the  appearance  of  the  countryman  disposing  of  it; 
if  the  countryman  detects  that  also,  and  happens  to  be  able  to  understand 
figures,  and  he  sees  the  clerk  put  down  the  weight  two  or  three  stone  less  than  the 
leal  weight,  he  says,  *^  You  are  cheating  me,,  that  weighed  more ; "  the  clerk  sets  it 
right,  and  then  it  is  hoisted  on  the  loA; ;  and  the  man  who  empties  the  sack  on 
tl^  loft  for  the  merchant,  he  comes  to  the  door  and  calls  out,  ^*  This  is  bad  corn, 
stop  two  stone."  The  countryman  comes  to  me,  and  he  says,  ^^  I  am  robbed 
of  my  oats  in  that  yard  ;*'  he  will  explain  how  it  is  done.  I  say,  "  Come  before 
the  provost ;''  but  in  the  meantime  the  corn  is  mixed  with  a  heap  on  the  loft. 
The  provost  makes  the  merchant  pay  in  many  instances  what  the  sack  really 
weighed,  without  any  deduction,  if  we  can  prove  satis&ctorily  to  him  the^  all 
is  right. 

2291.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fraudulent  practice? — I  do  not  know; 
there  may  be  many  other  ways,  but  that  is  the  general  way  it  is  done.  I  could 
prove  that  in  500  cases.     The  provost's  books  will  show  it, 

2292.  The  possibility  of  frauds  of  this  kind  will  be  obviated  by  coming  to  the 
public  crane,  will  it  not  ? — Yes,  and  making  them  weigh. 

2293.  There  is  machinery  for  their  doing  so  ready,  and  withont  charge.^ — 
Yes. 

2294.  Therefore  they  are  subject  to  these  frauds  from  their  own  want  of  con-* 
fidence  in  the  public  crane? — No,  there  is  never  any  want  of  confidence  in  the 
public  crane. 

2295.  Would  he  have  any  difficulty  in  selling  his  corn  to  these  warehouses, 
supposing  he  had  it  weighed  at  the  public  crane  ? — He  would.  1  have  described 
that  before ;  that  some  of  the  merchants  would  make  objection  to  it- 

2296.  You  mentioned  that  tickets  were  put  upon  the  sacks ;  are  tickets  put 
upon  every  sack  ? — ^Yes ;  there  is  a  public  market  book  kept  for  weighing  com. 

2297.  At  the  public  crane? — Yes.  A.  B.  has  a  sack  of  oats  which  weigh  40 
stone ;  there  is  a  ticket  given  to  the  countryman,  and  he  goes  away ;  tf  the 
countryman  and  the  merchant  have  a  difference  about  the  weight,  he  resorts  to 
the  duplicate,  which  is  a  check  between  buyer  and  seller.  We  keep  that  on 
record.  If  the  countryman  who  sends  his  corn  in  chooses  to  come  in  to  see  if 
it  was  in  the  public  market,  and  if  it  was  weighed  there,  and  the  w^eight,  be  can 
ascertain  that  by  resorting  to  this  book ;  but  then  people  who  send  grain  20  or 
30  miles  off  cannot  do  that. 

2298..  You  are  deputy  weigh-master  ? — Yes. 

2299.  In  what  way  is  your  salary  payable? — I  am  paid  a  per-centage. 

2300.  On  the  quantity  weighed? — On  the  profits.  I  am  collector  of  the 
public  tolls  and  weigh-master,  and  I  am  paid  10  per  cent,  on  the  gross  sum 
collected. 

2301.  Are  you  paid  anything  to  weigh? — No;  the  weighing  produces  very 
Kttle. 

2302.  Are  there  any  fees  charged  for  weighing  ? — None,  on  grain.  Mr.  Wynne 
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charges  a  toll  of  2rf.  a  sack  for  corn ;  the  weighing  is  given  in  gratis,  in  order  -Mr.  w.  Christian 
to  check  the  fraud.     There  is  no  charge  made  for  weighing  corn.  _ 

2303.  All  com  that  is  sold  at  the  market  is  weighed  free  at  your  crane  ? — It  is.       6  Joae  18^4. 

2304.  But  that  com  pays  toll,  does  it  not  ? — It  does. 

2305.  Corn  that  is  sold  at  the  private  stores  does  not  pay  a  toll  ? — It  does,  ia 
a  great  many  instances. 

2306.  Does  it,  in  a  great  majority  of  instances,  pay  toll  or  not? — It  does. 
We  have  been  at  law  about  that  question. 

2307.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  does  not ;  that  is  to  say,  that  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  instances  the  corn  that  is  sold  at  private  stores  does  not  pay  toll,  and  that 
it  is  sold  at  the  private  stores  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  toll  ? — A  great 
deal  of  the  com  was  sold  at  the  private  stores  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
toll ;  but  none  is  sold  at  present  for  that  purpose. 

2308.  There  is  at  present  a  suit  carrying  on  in  Sligo? — It  is  ended. 

2309.  How  did  it  end  ? — Mr.  Martin  has  entered  mto  a  consent  acknowledg- 
ing Mr.  Wynne's  right,  and  there  is  an  end  to  the  whole  thing. 

2310.  And  now  the  toll  is  collected  on  all  sales? — It  is. 

2311.  Is  it  collected  on  private  sales? — It  is  collected  on  all  sales,  and  the 
grain  now  is  brought  into  the  market.  When  I  say  all  grain,  there  may  be  a  few 
sacks  in  a  thousand  that  are  not. 

2312.  Then  do  the  grievances  you  have  stated  as  existing  previously,  exist 
now  ? — Certainly  they  do,  up  to  this  very  hour.  The  very  day  1  left  Sligo  there 
was  an  action  taken  for  14  stone*  of  oats,  out  of  four  sacks. 

2313.  All  sales,  you  say,  take  place  in  the  market? — They  do. 

2314.  That  com  on  which  the  action  is  now  brought  must  have  been  weighed 
in  the  market? — No ;  the  action  was  brought  in  the  year  1823. 

231 5.  But  I  am  speaking  since  the  new  system  commenced ;  since  the  period 
that  you  say  all  sales  take  place  in  the  market ;  have  you  not  just  now  saia,  that 
all  sales  of  corn  at  present  take  place  in  the  market,  and  not  in  private  stores  ? 
— They  do. 

2316.  Since  that  ^stem  has  taken  place,  do  the  frauds  that  you  have  been 
stating  take  place  ? — They  do. 

2317.  Is  not  the  entire  bulk  that  is  sold,  sold  in  the  market  for  a  certain 
price?— It  is. 

2318.  The  price  is  agreed  upon  in  the  market,  is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

2319.  The  weight  is  ascertained  in  the  market? — ^No. 

2320.  Is  not  the  weight  ascertained  in  the  market  ?  —No,  except  they  choose 
to  weigh ;  if  they  choose  to  weigh,  it  is ;  if  they  do  not  choose  to  weigh,  it  is  not. 

2321.  Cannot  the  seller  require  that  it  shall  be  weighed  in  the  market? — 
Decidedly ;  that  is  what  we  want 

2322.  Is  not  the  price  of  the  bulk  of  the  corn  sold  and  agreed  upon  in  the 
market  ? — The  price  of  each  sack  is  agreed  on  in  the  market. 

2323.  Cannot  the  seller  require  that  this  com  (the  price  of  which  is  agreed 
upon)  shall  be  weighed  at  the  public  scale  ? — Decidedly. 

2324.  The  grievance  of  the  private  scales  has  got  to  such  a  pitch,  that  peti- 
tions are  being  sent  to  Parliament  to  stop  the  system ;  is  not  that  the  case  ? — 
Petitions  will  be  sent,  certainly,  next  session. 

2325.  To  stop  the  system  of  weighing  at  private  scales? — Yes. 

2326.  Although  the  seller  of  the  corn  has  the  power  of  making  use  of  this 
public  scale,  and  of  himself  stopping  that  grievance  by  making  use  of  the  public 
scale  ? — Decidedly  he  has. 

2327.  Have  you  any  personal  interest  in  the  corn  being  weighed  at  the  public 
scales  ? — Not  the  slightest,  except  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  as  a  public  man  to 
protect  the  farmer. 

2328.  Have  you  not  also  this  interest,  that  if  you  can  bring  about  the  neces- 
sity of  weighing  all  corn  at  the  public  scale,  that  you  will  also  bring  com  to  the 
payment  of  toll,  on  which  your  own  salary  depends  ? — I  suppose  I  would  have 
that  feeling. 

2329.  1  herefore  your  feelings  are  all  in  favour  of  bringing  the  com  to  the 
public  scale,  and  against  the  private  scale? — It  is  not  for  that  purpose,  it  is  not 
indeed ;  I  solemnly  say  it  is  not  the  case. 

2330.  The  sales  which  are  made  in  the  private  warehouses  are,  to  a  certain 
extent,  fraudulent  sales,  as  they  tend  to  defeat  the  legal  title  which  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  tolls  has  a  right  to  demand.     Is  that  the  case? — I  have  invariably 
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Mr.  W.  Ckristiam.  got  the  toll  in  the  private  yards,  and  up  to  the  week  I  left  heme  it  was  paid  by 

the  merchant. 

6  Jyn^  1834.  2331.  Your  salary  depends  on  the  toll  of  the  com  brought  into  the  town, 

not  upon  that  which  is  brought  to  the  public  crane,  does  it  not? — On  the 
whole ;  as  well  what  goes  to  the  private  as  the  public  crane. 

2332.  Your  salary  arises  from  a  per-centage  on  the  toll  of  the  corn  that  is 
brought  into  the  town,  does  it  not  ? — It  does. 

2333.  Not  upon  a  per-centage  of  the  corn  that  is  weighed  at  the  public 
crane? — Not  at  all. 

2334.  How  long  has  it  been  that  all  the  corn  sent  into  the  market  of  Slige 
has  been  subject  to  toll ;  when  did  this  decision  take  place  ? — ^Last  assizes. 

2335.  When  was  that,  in  March  last  ? — In  March  last 

2336.  Before  this  a  great  portion  of  com  was  sold  at  private  scales  without 
paying  toll  ? — Yes,  but  a  great  portion  did  pay  toll. 

2337.  What  proportion  should  you  suppose  escaped  paying  toll  ? — I  am  not 
prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

2338.  Should  you  say  one-half  did  not  pay  toll? — No,  not  one  third  or  a 
fourth. 

2339.  What  are  your  market  days? — Tuesdays  and  Saturdays;  but  we  claioi 
toll  on  every  day  in  the  week. 

2340.  On  days  not  market  days,  what  proportion  of  corn  that  was  sold  at 
private  stores  paid  you  toll,  and  what  proportion  did  not ;  do  you  suppose  that 
one-half  paid  you  toll.  I  am  asking  you  now  before  this  trial  took  place ;  con* 
fine  yourself  to  that  ? — I  should  be  exceedingly  glad  to  answer  the  question. 
We  never  had  any  distinction  between  market  days  and  other  days;  1  got  toll 
on  every  day.  ^ 

2341.  On  market  days,  and  on  days  not  market  days? — I  did. 

2342.  Though  you  had  only  two  market  days  in  the  week  ? — I  did.  We  claim 
a  right  to  toll  on  every  day  in  the  week. 

2343.  Then  do  you  not  increase  the  total  amount  of  the  tolls  to  a  very  great 
extent  by  the  decision  which  has  taken  place  ? — Very  little.  There  was  very 
little  bought  out  of  the  market  before.  It  was  only  the  individuals  that  the 
action  was  brought  against  who  purchased  out  of  the  market. 

2344.  There  was  very  little  corn  bought  out  of  the  market  ? — Very  little* 
except  by  the  individuals  against  whom  the  action  was  brought. 

2345.  How  many  individuals  was  the  action  brought  against  ? — ^I  think  theie 
were  four. 

2346.  Then,  except  these  four  individuals,  corn  was  generally  sold  in  the 
market  before  this  trial  took  place  ? — ^Yes.  If  you  will  allow  me  I  will  explain 
that.  It  was  generally  sold  in  the  market,  but  the  day  on  which  one  of  those 
men  would  go  into  the  street  to  buy,  and  that  he  bought  largely,  people  who 
were  friendly  to  the  market  would  be  obliged,  in  their  own  defence,  to  go  out 
and  buy  in  the  street  also. 

2347.  Then  the  purchasing  out  of  the  market  was  not  confined  to  the  four 
individuals  you  speak  of? — The  purchasing  was  not  confined  to  them,  but  the 

•    others  would  not  have  purchased  out  of  the  market  if  they  could  have  avoided 
it ;  they  were  obliged  to  do  so  in  their  own  defence. 

2348.  But  still,  practically,  purchases  did  take  place  out  of  the  market  by 
others  as  well  as  those  four  individuals  ? — There  dia  occasionally. 

2349.  Were  oflScers  of  the  proprietor  of  the  tolls  always  present  when  those 
sales  took  place  ? — Not  always. 

2350.  A  great  number  of  sales  must  have  taken  place  without  any  person 
being  present?— I  suppose  there  were. 

2351.  Is  there  so  much  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the  merchants  that  you 
could  be  always  sure  they  would  pay  Mr.  Wynne  his  tolls  ? — Not  sure  at  all ;  on 
the  contrary. 

2352.  Do  you  not  think  there  must  have  been  a  great  evasion  of  the  toll  by 
the  system  of  individuals  going  into  the  streets  and  purchasing  com  ? — Cer- 
tainly, there  must  have  been. 

2353.  Then  will  there  not  be  a  great  increase  of  toll  by  putting  an  end  to 
that  system  ? — ^There  will  be  some  increase. 

2354.  Do  you  not  suppose  that  a  great  number  of  those  persons  who  you 
say  were  forced  into  the  street  to  purchase  corn,  and  who  afterwards  paid 
you  toll,   must  have  evaded  the   payment  of  the  real  sum  that  wa»  due  to 

you? — 
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you : — ^To  be  sure  they  did ;  I  never  claimed  it  from  tliem  to  the  full  extent   Mr.  IF.  ChristioM. 

JVlr.  Wynne  would  not  suffer  any  man  to  go  to  a  merchant  and  say,  "  You  must      '- 

pay  me  for  every  grain  of  com  you  get/'     Mr.  Wynne  says,  "  See  that  people      ^  •'""^  ^^34- 
pay,  but  do  not  force  them  into  the  market/' 

2355.  Then  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  of  the  toll  by  this  change 
-of  system  ? — Not  by  that  change  of  system,  but  by  Mr.  Martin's  striking  to 
JMr.  Wynne's  rights  there  will  be.  I  think  all  grain  for  the  time  to  come  will  go 
into  the  market.  ' 

2356.  Then  there  will  be  an  increase  of  toll  by  that  means  ? — There  will  to 
a  certain  extent. 

2357.  It  is  quite  clear  then,  from  what  you  have  stated,  that  the  individual 
^ho  has  been  defrauded  in  the  manner  you  spoke  of,  had  it  in  his  power,  if  he 
pleased,  to  have  avoided  that  fraud  ? — Certainly ;  but  the  individual  who  has 
heen  defrauded  has  done  it  with  his  own  consent,  because  he  is  acting  for 
another;  he  is  the  middleman  between  the  farmer  and  the  buyer ;  he  does 
it  for  his  own  pecuniary  interest,  by  being  bribed. 

2358-  Those  frauds  that  you  have  been  speaking  of  do  not  depend  in  any 
degree  on  a  preference  as  to  the  system  of  weight  and  measure  ? — We  know 
nothing  about  measure. 

2359.  The  frauds  that  you  have  mentioned  as  being  practised  against  the 

countrymen  proceeded  from  the  individual  interest  of  the  person  who  acted 

4IS  factor,  that  is  to  say,  the  carman ;  such  frauds  could  not  be  in  any  degree 

•put  an  end  to  where  a  system  of  selling  by  measure  instead  of  weight  was 

adopted? — I  think  in  selling  by  measure,  if  possible,  there  would  be  more  frauds 
xxHnmitted  than  by  weight 

2360.  These  sales  which  take  place  at  the  private  warehouses,  are  they 
generally  sales  made  by  these  carman  that  you  have  been  speaking  of,  as  factors, 
or  are  they  made  by  the  possessors  of  corn  ? — By  the  factors. 

2361.  These  factors  are  generally  the  persons  employed  by  the  small  descrip- 
tion of  farmer  ? — They  are,  just  so. 

2362.  The  large  farmer  brings  his  own  corn  to  market  himself? — He  does. 

2363.  Does  the  large  farmer  sell  his  com  chiefly  in  the  market  ? — He  does. 

2364.  Has  the  large  farmer  his  corn  weighed  at  the  public  beam  ?—  Constantly^ 

2365.  What  is  the  proportion  of  corn  sold  at  the  public  beam,  and  that  M'hich 
is  sold  at  the  private  warehouses  ? — The  great  bulk  of  the  grain  is  all  sold  in 
the  public  market ;  it  all  comes  into  the  market  now. 

2366.  That  which  is  sold  in  the  public  market  is  afterwards  weighed  at  the 
private  warehouse  ?— All ;  the  merchant  does  that  for  his  own  protection. 

2367.  And  does  his  weighing  supersede  the  weighing  in  public? — No,  the 
•public  crane  is  the  check  on  the  buyer  ;  it  protects  the  seller,  and  the  merchant 
simply  sees  that  it  corresponds  with  the  ticket. 

2368.  What  description  of  person  is  the  farmer  in  your  part  of  the  country  ? — 
The  generality  of  our  farmers  are  all  of  the  lower  orders  of  persons  ;  farms  in 
my  part  of  the  country  are  set  in  small  patches. 

2369.  Does  the  con-acre  exist  much  ? — Indeed  it  does,  a  good  deal. 

2370.  On  an  averse,  what  quantity  of  acres  do  they  cultivate  r — A  small 
farmer  considers  himself  well  off  if  he  has  six  acres;  but  he  is  very  well  off 
4f  he  has  10  acres. 

2371.  Then  there  are  not  a  great  many  large  farmers? — No,  not  a  great 
many.  If  I  knew  the  extent  to  which  you  would  go,  I  would  be  able  to  answer 
the  question  better.     Do  you  mean  a  farm  of  50  acres  ? 

2372.  What  is  the  largest  farm? — I  do  not  suppose  one  man  in  500  has  50 
acres  of  land ;  not  in  1,000,  I  suppose. 

2373-  Is  there  much  wheat  grown  in  your  neighbourhood  ? — ^Yes,  latterly  it 
has  greatly  increased. 

2374.  Is  there  a  great  deal  brought  to  the  market  at  Sligo  ? — ^Yes,  it  is 
^^enerally  brought  to  the  market  of  Sligo. 

2375.  Is  that  wheat  consumed  in  the  town,  or  exported  ? — Some  exported 
and  some  consumed. 

2376.  But  is  the  greater  part  consumed  or  exported  ? — The  greater  part  is 
consumed  ;  Mr.  Martin  consumes  a  great  deal  of  it,  so  do  I  in  my  mills. 

2377.  Should  you  say  the  majority  of  farmers  within  20  miles  of  Sligo  were 
persons  possessing  more  or  less  than  15  acres? — I  should  rather  think  they 

.j>ossess  less  than  15  acres,  that  is  my  present  impression  ;  15  acres  is  considered 
0.36.  A  A3  a  good 
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Mr.  ^.  Christian,  a  good  farm,  a  man  is  very  happy  if  he  gets  15  acres  of  land.    Permit  roe  ta 

make  one  observation :  the  reason  why  the  unprincipled  merchant  buys  more 

6  June  i8a4-  than  the  honest  one  is,  that  he  can  afford  to  give  from  6rf.  to  1  *.  more  thaa 
the  honest  merchant.  When  a  poor  countryman  finds  I  am  giving  17^-  and  you 
are  giving  but  16^.  he  will  come  to  me,  and  by  this  means  my  object,  being  great 
consumption,  is  attained  ;  that  is  my  object,  because  I  take  over-weights,  and 
I  can  afford  to  put  the  honest  merchant  out  of  the  trade,  while  I  myself  remun 
in  it.  I  can  also  sell  it  cheaper  on  this  side  of  the  water  than  the  honest  mer- 
chant ;  which  has  been  done  in  many  many  instances.  The  honest  man  has  no 
fair  play  at  all,  and  so  with  many  more  out  of  the  trade. 

2378.  That  is  done  by  defrauding  the  farmer? — Yes,  entirely  so. 

2379.  The  greater  part  of  the  corn  is  brought  in  by  carriers  ? — All  by  carriers  ; 
we  have  no  canal. 

2380.  How  do  the  large  farmers  send  their  com  to  market? — By  horses  and 
carts. 

2381.  How  many  counties  send  grain  to  Sligo  market? — I  think  there  are 
four  or  five.  Longford  and  Roscommon  especially ;  Leitrim  and  Donegal,  and 
some  small  quantity  from  Mayo.     Those  are  the  four  principal  counties. 

2382.  What  is  the  general  quantity  brought  to  market  each  week? — ^It 
varies ;  at  this  season  of  the  year  it  may  not  be  more  than  7OO  or  800  sacks» 
but  I  have  seen  4,000  or  5,000  sacks  in  a  week. 

2383.  Will  you  state  the  annual  average  quantity  of  each  kind  brought  to 
market? — That  will  be  difficult,  but  I  am  under  itwnen  I  say  100,000  sacks  ot 
corn,  of  which  there  might  be  1,800  sacks  of  barley. 

2384.  No  wheat? — Wheat  only  came  in  last  year ;  and  independent  of  those 
100,000  sacks,  I  should  suppose  there  may  be  about  20,000  barrels  of  wheat. 

2385.  A  barrel  being  four  bushels  ? — Four  bushels,  20  stone. 

2386.  Do  individuals  bring  in  any  considerable  quantity? — ^Yes,  they  do. 
Many  of  those  immediately  about  the  town  bring  it  in  ;  coming  in  with  their 
own  corn  on  horseback. 

2387.  What  is  your  method  of  protecting  the  farmers  from  the  fraud  of  the 
merchants? — By  summons  before  the  magistrates.  I  have  been  repeatedly 
present  when  a  merchant  has  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and  pud  17^*  or  18^. 
m  public  office  to  a  farmer  who  had  summoned  him ;  he  said  it  was  a  mistake  in 
his  clerk.  I  took  an  opinion  on  the  subject  when  I  was  in  Dublin  last,  to  know 
how  I  could  prosecute  a  man  for  those  frauds.  Counsel  said,  he  thought  if  I 
could  prove  frauds  in  seven  or  eight  instances  against  one  man,  a  prosecution 
would  lie ;  and  I  intend  to  follow  it  up  when  I  go  back. 

2388.  Do  you  think  farmers  suffer  considerable  loss  from  the  fraud  of  mer- 
chants weighing  in  private  scales? — Indeed  I  do,  very  considerable ;  to  a  very 
great  extent. 

2389.  What  do  you  charge  for  weighing  per  sack  ? — Nothing. 

2390.  It  is  all  free  ? — No  charge.  In  order  to  encourage  the  growth  of  wheat 
in  the  country,  Mr.  Wynne  gives  it  toll-free. 

2391.  Do  you  think  that  measure  might  be  used  as  the  standard  in  dealings 
between  merchant  and  fanner  in  Ireland? — I  think  not;  it  could  not  be 
done. 

2392.  Would  there  be  the  same  objection  to  the  use  of  measure  between  th* 
Irish  merchants  and  the  English  merchants  ? — No,  I  think  the  Engliah  merchant 
and  the  Irish  merchant  might  sell  by  measure  if  they  liked.  I  do  not  see  any- 
thing to  prevent  that,  if  measure  and  weight  be  combined ;  for  our  grain  h 
sold  in  the  Liverpool  market  by  measure.  I  have  attended  the  sales  of  it  there. 
It  is  sold  by  the  bushel. 

2393.  But  that  is  merely  a  nominal  bushel,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  a  nominal 
bushel. 

2394.  Never  measured,  is  it  ? — Always  measured. 

2395.  Where  is  it  measured? — Measured  in  Liverpool.  The  Liverpool  agent 
sells  the  Irish  corn  by  the  bushel ;  they  measure  a  few  bushels,  and  see  what  the 
weights  of  them  are,  and  then  take  the  whole  bulk  of  what  is  in  the  vesseKa 
hold  by  that. 

2396.  Weighing  the  remainder  of  the  bulk  ? — Weighing  the  remainder ;  say 
100  tons  of  oats;  a  man  will  tell  you  when  he  measures  a  few  bushels  how 
many  bushels  there  are  in  the  whole. 

2397.  Suppose  a  cargo  to  consist  of  100  tons  of  oats,  just  describe  the  procesa 

that 
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that  would  be  gone  through  ? — The  merchant  will  weigh  one  bushel  out  of  the   Mr.  iv.  Christian. 

front  of  the  heap  when  the  hold  of  the  vessel  is  opened ;  he  will  weigh  a  second       

when  a  half  of  the  quantity  is  discharged  ;  and  perhaps  a  third  before  it  is  all       ^  June  1834. 
out.     Then  they  average  those  three,  and  calculate  the  average  of  the  whole 
100  tons  by  that. 

2398.  But  the  whole  is  weighed  as  it  is  taken  out  ?— Precisely. 

2399.  ^^  ^^^^  supposing  the  com  to  be  in  a  heap  or  in  sacks  ? — In  hei^ ;  in 
bulk.  We  send  our  corn  constantly  in  bulk  :  it  in  always  bought  by  sample  in 
England.  - 

2400.  Then  do  you  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  a  combined  system 
4^  weight  and  measure  in  the  corn  trade  between  the  two  countries  ? — I  think 
not ;  I  do  not  see  any  objection  there  can  be  to  it. 

2401.  There  would  be  to  a  system  of  measuring  only  ? — I  think  there  would« 
There  might  be  great  frauds  committed  in  measuring  only,  and  you  would  not 
-discharge  a  vessel  so  soon  by  measure  as  you  would  by  weight. 

2402.  Do  you  consider  weight  less  expensive  in  time  and  money  ? — I  do* 

2403.  Have  you  made  any  calculation  of  the  expense  ? — No,  never  of  tbe 
expense,  because  I  never  saw  a  cargo  of  grain  measured  in  my  life. 

2404.  Then  you  are  merely  speaking  from  supposition  ? — I  never  heard  di  a 
cargo  of  oats  being  measurea ;  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  i  I  do  not  think 
it  exists. 

2405.  Are  you  not  aware  in  the  port  of  London  corn  is  always  measured  ? — 
It  is  by  the  merchant  here  who  sells  it,  but  it  is  not  measured  out  from  the 
Irish  merchant ;  he  may  sell  it  out  here  by  measure,  if  he  pleases. 

2406.  But  when  a  cargo  is  brought  to  the  port  of  London,  are  you  not  aware 
that  it  is  always  measured  ? — No,  he  never  measures  it  out  of  the  vessel. 

,  2407.  Not  in  London  ? — No,  it  is  weighed  out  of  the  vessel,  and  he  sells  it 
then  to  the  consumers. 

2408.  Is  it  not  often  of  considerable  importance,  on  account  of  the  demur- 
rage,  to  use  despatch  ? — Certainly. 

2409.  What  is  the  demurrage  ? — It  varies  from  three  to  five  or  ten  guineas 
a  day,  according  to  the  size  of  the  vessel. 

2410.  What  is  the  meaning  of  demurrage  ? — Her  detention  beyond  a  certain 
B umber  of  days.  If  I  consign  you  a  cargo  of  oats,  the  captain  of  the  vessel 
says,  "  I  will  give  you  three  days  to  discharge,  and  every  day  beyond  that  you 
Buist  pay  me  five  or  ten  guineas  a  day ;"  and  that  is  called  demurrage.  If  the 
vessel  is  detained  beyond  a  certain  number  of  days,  within  which  I  am  bound  to 
discharge,  he  is  paid  so  many  days  for  it. 

2411.  Who  does  that  depend  on,  that  demurrage? — On  the  shipper  who 
makes  the  agreement  with  the  captain. 

2412.  Is  the  grain  generally  shipped  to  the  London  market  as  it  comes  from 
the  farmer  ?. — ^Not  always. 

2413.  How  is  it  done  then  ? — The  Irish  merchant  takes  the  light  grain  out 
of  the  weighty,  and  sends  the  weighty  grain  to  the  Scotch  market  to  make 
meal.  The  Scotch  consume  a  great  deal  of  corn  for  meal,  and  he  finds  the 
London  people  would  rather  have  light  oats  :  and  I  think  that  is  just  in  the  very 
commencement  now  with  us ;  we  are  becoming  a  manufacturing  country  in 
Ireland ;  a  great  many  mills  are  building  there,  and  the  thing  will  be  carried 
to  a  great  extent. 

2414.  Have  you  not  lately  set  up  a  mill  yourself? — I  have  bad  one  these 
30  years ;  but  a  friend  of  mine  is  building  one  on  a  very  extensive  scale 
near  the  town  of  Sligo. 

^  2415.  Is  there  any  peculiarity  in  that  mill? — It  will  be  a  very  extensive  mill, 
and  the  owner  hopes  to  ship  100  tons  of  meal  a  week  from  it.  It  is  on  the  best 
<»>nstruction,  and  of  water  power ;  he  has  got  a  machine  to  separate  the  light 
firom  the  heavy  grain.  The  light  he  intends  for  tbe  London  market,  and  the 
heavy  for  the  Scotch  market 

2416.  Which  goes  to  Liverpool,  the  light  or  the  heavy? — The  weighty  grain 
goes  to  Liverpool.  We  generally  send  the  best  now  to  Liverpool ;  we  send 
the  light  and  the  heavy  grain  together  generally,  as  it  comes  from  the  farmer. 
London  is  the  only  port  in  England  that  we  send  light  grain  to,  of  that 
•description. 

2417.  You  have  a  uniform  standard  in  Ireland,  have  you  not.'^ — I  rather 
think  we  have. 

.    0.36.  AA4  2418.  Have 
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2418.  Have  you  anything  more  to  state  to  the  Committee? — I  am  not  aware* 
of  anything. 

2419.  Nothing  more,  then,  strikes  you  ? — Not  just  at  this  moment. 

David  Roche,  Esq.  a  Member  of  the  House,  Examined. 

David  Rocke,EBq.       242 o.  WILL  you   State  with  what  part  of  Ireland  you  are  chiefly  ac- 
quainted ? — The  city  of  Limerick  and  Cork. 

242 1 .  Are  you  aware  of  the  usual  method  of  selling  corn  there  ? — Yes. 

2422.  Is  it  uniformly  by  weight  ? — Uniformly  by  weight. 

2423.  Can  you  state  in  what  manner  and  by  what  agency  the  dealings  w 
corn  are  carried  on  between  the  farmer  and  the  merchant  ? — ^The  wheat  trade 
in  Limerick  is  carried  on  in  an  open  bulk  market,  and  bought  by  the  mer- 
chants or  their  clerks  immediately  from  the  farmers.  The  oats  and  barley  are 
bought  by  the  agency  of  persons  called  corn-brokers. 

2424*  Are  the  dealings  between  those  parties  usually  considered  to  be  con- 
ducted on  fair  terms  towards  the  farmer  ? — Yes,  I  think,  generally  speaking,  on 
fair  terms. 

2425.  You  think  that  no  advantage  in  the  shape  of  fraud  of  any  kind,  in  wei^t 
or  otherwise,  is  taken  by  the  merchant  ? — I  cannot  say  that  in  all  instances  ? 
there  have  been  charges  of  the  kind  preferred  against  merchants ;  but  I  believer 
generally  speaking,  they  are  correct  in  their  dealings.  There  have  been  to  my 
knowledge  some  instances  of  merchants  being  charged  with  fraud. 

2426.  Is  the  grain  in  your  part  of  the  country  of  a  good  quality  ? — Excel* 
lent. 

2427.  You  are  now  speaking  of  Limerick  ? — Of  Limerick. 

2428.  Are  you  speaking  of  wheat  ? — Of  all  kinds  of  grain ;  it  is  excellent  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  it  is  one  of  the  best  markets  in  Ireland. 

2429.  Has  the  quality  of  the  wheat  been  equally  good  for  many  years  past? 
— It  has  very  much  improved  of  late  years. 

2430.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  that  improvement  ? — A  better  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  and  the  introduction  of  the  best  seed  and  white  wheat  into  the» 
district. 

2431.  Does  it  not  frequently  happen  that  the  bulk  has  a  good  outside,  but 
a  bad  inside  ? — Frequently. 

2432.  In  short,  is  it  necessary  to  use  gauges  or  piercers  with  a  view  to  detect, 
the  adulteration^— Corn  is  examined  when  it  is  starting  from  the  sacks  on  the 
merchant's  lofls,  for  occasional  disputes  will  arise  as  to  the  quality,  between' 
the  merchant  and  the  farmer,  from  its  not  being  equal  to  the  sample  produced 
from  the  bulk  at  the  top  of  the  sack. 

2433-  '^  corn  usually  pitched  in  the  market,  or  is  it  sold  by  sample  ? — ^The 
wheat  brought  to  Limerick  market  is  usually  pitched  in  the  market.  The  oat9 
are  brought  into  the  town,  and  a  broker  is  employed,  who  goes  to  the  difierent 
merchants  and  sells  it  to  the  best  bidder. 

2434.  The  broker  takes  small  samples? — Yes,  and  goes  to  the  different 
stores. 

2435*  You  have  said  that  disputes  frequently  arise,  from  the  com  when 
started  in  the  merchant's  stores  bein?  of  unequal  quality ;  how  are  those  dis- 
putes settled  ? — Generally  speaking,  the  farmer  and  the  merchant  are  able  to 
come  to  an  accommodation  sooner  than  be  at  the  trouble  of  applying  to  a  ma- 
gistrate ;  but  if  they  do  not,  it  is  referred  to  the  mayor  or  other  magistrate  of 
the  district :  generally  thfe  mayor. 

2436.  And  what  method  has  the  mayor  of  determining  whether  the  objec- 
tion to  the  corn  was  well-founded  or  not  ? — Of  course  the  merchant  takes  his 
sample  from  both  parts  of  the  sack,  and  produces  them  before  the  public  officer, 
who  determines  whether  that  is  or  is  not  of  equal  quality ;  and  if  he  has  a  doubt 
I  presume  he  would  ask  for  the  assistance  of  other  persons. 

2437.  You  mean  merely  by  the  inspection  of  the  corn  ? — By  the  inspection 
of  the  corn,  which  is  perfectly  evident  from  the  appearance  of  the  grain. 

2438.  Is  it  customary  in  markets  with  which  you  are  acquainted  to  weigh 
com  at  public  cranes  ? — It  is  not  very  customary,  but  there  are  public  cranes 
for  those  who  choose  to  use  them  ;  and  frequently,  if  the  farmer  has  any  doubt? 
of  the  character  of  the  merchant  to  whom  he  sells,  it  is  very  useful  for  him  first 
to  weigh  in  the  public  scale  before  he  takes  his  goods  to  the  place  of  delivery.   . 

2439»  *^ 
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2439.  ^^  y^^  think  that  the  practice  of  weighing  at  public  cranes  is  calcu-  j)^i^  Roche,  Esq. 
lated  to  protect  the  farmer  from  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  merchant  ? — Un-  m.p.  ' 
doubtedly  it  has  the  effect  of  protecting  the  farmer  from  fraud.  *  ■ 

2440.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  if  all  corn  was  weighed  at  a  public      6  June  1834. 
crane  ? — ^No  ;  I  think  in  extensive  markets  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get 

through  the  business ;  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  quite  right  the  farmer  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  if  he  pleases. 

2441.  Can  you  state  what  quantity  of  corn  is  brought  annually  to  the  Lime- 
rick market? — The  quantities  are  very  considerable.  I  should  think  abou( 
800,000  barrels  of  wheat,  near  400,000  or  500,000  oats,  and  barley  about 
250,000. 

2442.  That  would  be  800,000  or  900,000  barrels? — Yes,  as  nearly  as  I 
recollect. 

2443.  Is  the  greater  part  of  that  com  exported  or  consumed  ? — ^The  greater 
part  of  it  is  exported. 

2444.  The  wheat  or  the  oats  ? — ^The  greater  part  of  both,  I  think  ;  the  greater 
part  of  oats  certainly.  I  could  not  tell  what  proportion  exists  between  them, 
but  a  large  portion  of  both  is  exported. 

2445.  Do  you  think  the  better  kind  is  kept  for  consumption  or  exported  ?— 
Kept  for  consumption. 

2446.  And  the  inferior  kind  exported  ? — ^Yes. 

2447.  Both  of  wheats  and  oats  ? — Both  of  wheats  and  oats  and  barley. 

2448.  What  description  of  person  is  the  farmer  in  your  part  of  the  country  ? 
— ^Tbere  are  great  mixtures.  Some  of  them  are  exceedingly  respectable  men. 
Others  very  poor  small  farmers.  Some  of  them  hold  from  100  to  400  Irish  acres 
of  land,  others  not  more  than  three  or  four  acres. 

2449.  There  are  some  of  <;hem  who  hold  as  much  as  300  or  400  acres  ? — Yes, 
Irish  acres,  that  is  about  6OO  English  acres ;  and  I  might  add  to  that,  that  it  is 
now  very  much  the  wish  of  the  landlords  to  extend  their  farms,  and  get  rid  of  the 
small  holders.  It  is  the  impression  that  the  small  holders  impoverish  the  land, 
from  the  want  of  the  capability  of  keeping  up  manures,  and  the  increase  of 
population  beyond  what  the  land  is  able  to  employ. 

2450.  Does  the  farmer  bring  large  quantities  of  corn  to  market  ? — ^Yes,  large 
quantities. 

2451.  Does  he  keep  it  long  by  him,  or  does  he  bring  it  immediately  to  mar^ 
ketr— Generally  speaking,  as  soon  as  it  is  threshed.  They  are  very  poorly 
provided  with  storage. 

2452.  In  what  way  is  it  brought  to  market? — In  sacks  of  different  sizes;  it 
is  brought  in  sacks  on  the  country  carts. 

2453.  Is  it  weighed  or  measured  before  it  is  sent  to  market?— I  believe  very 
seldom  either.  Some  gentlemen  farmers  may  take  the  precaution  of  weighings 
iHit  it  is  never  measured. 

2454.  Now,  how  are  the  threshers  paid  ? — They  are  paid  so  much  for  every 
no  sheaves  in  some  parts,  and  so  much  by  weight  in  others,  and  so  on,  just 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  district  that  they  are  in  ;  but  I  think  they  are 

raid  very  often  by  the  day.  Three-halfpence  for  every  20  sheaves  of  wheat  is, 
think,  the  usual  practice  in  my  particular  neighbourhood.  They  have  a  name 
for  it  in  Ireland,  as  they  have  a  local  name  for  it  herej  we  call  a  "barth" 
the  quantity  which  they  pay  for,  which  is  SO  sheaves ;  that  barth  is  threshed,  if 
of  wheat,  generally  speaking,  for  lid. 

2455.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  word 
•*mesling'*  in  the  Act  of  Parliament? — Mesling  is  rye  and  wheat  ground 
together  for  food. 

2456.  What  is  "  shelling  "  ? — I  do  not  know,  it  is  not  a  term  in  my  district ; 
it  has  something  to  do  with  the  shellings  of  oats. 

2457.  What  are  **  cutlings  '*  ? — Cutlings  are  the  coarser  part  of  the  oatmeal 
when  it  is  ground.  After  you  divide  it  and  sift  it,  the  fine  parts  are  laid  on  one 
side,  and  the  coarse  on  another.    The  coarse  is  called  cutlings. 

2458.  You  have  stated  that  corn  is  brought  and  sold  in  the  market  on  cars ; 
are  the  persons  who  drive  those  cars  generally  the  proprietors  of  the  corn  them- 
selves r — They  generally  are  the  proprietors  or  their  servants.  The  horse  and 
cart  generally  belong  to  the  farmers,  but  in  some  instances,  where  they  are 
a  great  distance  froni  the  market,  they  may  hire  a  car,  but  they  generally  attend 
themselves.  . 

0.36.  B  B  2459.  When 
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Dmoid  Roche,  Esq.       2459.  ^hen  a  fanner  is  living  at  a  great  distance,  and  has  occasion  to  send 
^^-  corn  into  the  market,  does  he  generally  attend  the  sale  of  that  com  himself? 

~""""""~       — Generally  speaking,  he  does. 

6  Jane  1834*  2460.  Or  if  he  IS  not  able  to  attend  to  the  sale  himself,  are  there  not  persons 

who  act  as  agents  in  the  town,  or  factors,  to  sell  that  com  ? — In  Cork  there  are, 
and  in  Limerick  too,  for  oats  and  barleys  but  not  wheat 

2^6 1.  Should  he  not  be  able  to  attend  himself  to  the  sale  of  this  com,  how 
would  he  protect  himself  against  fraud  ? — I  presume  he  would  not  send  it  if 
he  could  not  attend  himself,  or  had  not  a  friend  to  sell  it  for  him. 

2462.  Is  not  the  carman  frequently  intrusted  with  the  charge  of  selling  com? 
— Where  people  have  sufficient  confidence  in  a  carrier  it  may  be  the  case,  bat 
it  is  by  no  means  a  usual  custom  in  Limerick  market. 

2463.  Such  a  person  intrusted  would  be  one  who  had  gained  a  character  by 
the  previous  accuracy  with  which  he  transacted  such  dealings  ? — ^Undoubtedly. 

2464.  And  would  not  be  of  a  class  of  whom  it  would  be  likely  that  the 
majority  would  defraud  the  farmer  by  taking  money  from  the  merchants  for 
giving  his  false  returns? — Certainly  he  would  not  be  of  that  class. 

2^65.  Are  there  any  inspectors  in  the  maricet  ? — ^There  are  not  in  Limerick 
market.  There  is  a  clerk  of  the  market,  to  whom  a  complaint  can  be  made  if 
any  fraud  appears;  and  who  is* in  the  market,  and  can  take  cognizance  <^it. 

2466.  What  takes  place  as  soon  as  the  com  is  brought  to  Limerick  msaket  i 
— «The  market-place  is  a  large  square,  vrith  a  piazza  erected  all  round  ;  they 
drive  their  c^rts  into  the  square,  and  if  i(  is  fine  weather  they  very  seldom 
remove  the  com  from  the  carts ;  the  buyers  go  among  those  carts  and  look  at 
the  samples  of  wheat  i  the  sacks  being  open,  they  look  at  the  tops  of  the  sacks  ; 
some  take  samples  in  little  bags  from  those  they  purchase,  others  depend  oa 
the  farmer  delivering  the  grain  as  he  shows  it :  it  all  depends  on  the  person 
whom  he  deals  with.  And  after  they  have  made  their  bargain  in  the  markets 
it  is  driven  off  to  the  stores  and  weighed  there,  and  paid  for. 

2467.  When  com  is  exposed  for  sale,  are  there  any  tickets  placed  on  the 
sacks  ? — ^Th€ire  are  none. 

2468.  When  the  com  is  sold  are  any  sale  tickets  delivered  between  the  pur- 
chaser  and  the  seller  ? — Yes ;  a  ticket  declaring  the  price  and  the  quantity. 
The  number  of  sacks  and  the  price  per  stone  that  they  have  been  sold  for  is 
delivered  to  the  farmer,  and  a  copy  kept  by  the  merchant. 

2469.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  export  trade  of  Ireland,  as  far  as  concerns 
that  part  of  it  i — As  far  as  concerns  that  part,  I  am  acquainted  with  it. 

2470.  Do  you  know  whether  bulks  or  cargoes  of  com  are  of  mixed  quality^ 
— I  should  think  they  are  pretty  nearly  equal  in  quality  j  each  cargo  in  Lime- 
rick, if  it  belong  to  one  person.  It  is  pretty  nearly  an  average  quality  of 
itself,  no  part  of  the  bulk  difiering  much  from  the  other.  But  cargoes  may 
differ  very  widely  from  each  other  ;  it  depends  on  where  it  is  to  be  sent  to ; 
some  parties  buy  the  best  and  others  the  worst. 

2471.  But  if  it  frequently  happens  that  corn  which  is  started  in  the  mer- 
chant's stores  varies  in  different  parts,  how  does  it  happen  that  com  does  not 
vary  in  different  parts  of  a  cargo  ? — Why,  with  regard  to  the  merchant,  he  gene- 
rally purchases  corn,  and  he  usually  mixes  it  together,  so  that  it  becomes  an 
average ;  like  the  mixture  of  anything  else,  it  becomes  an  average  of  the 
whole.  Though  one  parcel  might  vary  from  the  other,  still  when  it  is  all 
mixed  together  it  forms  an  average  quality;  it  is  dried  and  screened,  and 
mixed  and  turned,  so  that  it  becomes  an  average  before  it  can  be;  well  shipped. 

2472.  Is  corn  always  kiln-dried  at  Limerick  before  it  is  exported? — I  believe 
always* 

2473.  Not  before  it  is  brought  to  market? — ^Never ;  always  by  the  merchant. 

2474.  Do  you  consider  that  the  corn  that  is  brought  to  market  at  Limerick 
is  more  damp  than  that  which  is  brought  to  market  in  England? — Certainly ; 
a  great  deal  more  damp  than  what  I  have  seen  at  Mark-lane. 

2475.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  that  ?r— The  humidity  of  the  climate 
and  the  floors ;  the  floors  the  farmers  thresh  their  corn  on  being  earthen  floors  ; 
and  that  in  bad  barns. 

2476.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  com  that  is  kiln-dried  loses  in  quality? 
— No,  I  do  not  consider  it  loses  in  quality ;  but  when  it  is  damp,  it  is  preserved 
from  getting  damaged. 

2477.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  com  would  not  have  been  better  if  it  could 

.    have 
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Jiave  ripened  in  the  sun  than  if  it  were  damp  and  kiln-dried  afterwards  ? — My  David  Rodke,  E«q, 
opinion  is,  that  it  may  be  perfectly  ripe,  and  still  the  dampness  of  climate  •''^* 

oblige  them  afterwards  to  kiln- dry  it ;  it  certainly  would  be  better  if  it  did 
not  get  damp,  and  then  kiln-drying  would  be  unnecessary,  ^  ^^^  ^^' 

2478.  Supposing  you  were  to  take  two  parcels  of  com  out  of  the  same  bulk, 
and  supposing  one  to  have  been  dried  by  the  natural  process  of  the  sun,  that 
corn  would  be  better  than  the  other  parcel  which  was  damped  and  afterwards 
kiln-dried,  would  it  not ;  some  of  the  goodness  may  be  lost  by  evaporation  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  the  sun-drying  would  be  better  than  the  kiln-drying,  if  it  could  be  ob- 
tained ;  in  that  case  the  corn  would  not,  in  all  probability,  have  got  damp  at  alL 

2479.  What  preparation  does  the  grain  undergo,  besides  kiln-drying,  to  render 
it  fit  for  exportation,  after  it  has  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  farmer  ? — 
Cleaning  and  screening  the  smaller  seeds,  stones  and  dirt  from  it 

2480.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  expense  of  kiln-drying  and  screening? 
— ^Yes,  I  have  an  idea  of  it. 

2481.  Do  they  kiln-dry  wheat  much  in  Ireland? — Entirely;  they  always 
kiln-dry  it,  even  for  the  use  of  the  country.  In  my  part  of  the  country  it  is 
universally  the  practice  in  every  mill  of  any  consequence. 

2482.  Do  you  think  that,  if  it  were  made  the  law  of  Great  Britain  that  all 
corn  should  be  sold  by  measure,  there  would  be  any  difiiculty  in  the  export 
merchants  of  Ireland  using  measure  as  the  test  of  quality,  in  their  intercourse , 
with  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  diffi- . 
culty  as  between  the  merchants  of  Ireland  and  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  I  think  there  would  be  a  very  considerable  diflference  between  the  merchants 
of  Ireland  and  the  farmers  of  that  country.  ; 

2483.  Are  you  aware  whether  wheat  that  is  sent  to  the  London  market,  or  to 
any  other  markets  where  measure  is  used,  is  ever  measured  in  the  Irish  ports 
before  it  is  exported? — I  am  not  aware  of  that  practice. 

2484.  Are  you  aware  whether  occasionally  measure  is  used,  as  well  as  weight, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  corn  in  Ireland? — I  am  aware  that  brewers 
and  distillers  frequently  measure  barley  to  ascertain  its  specific  gravity  as  com- 
pared with  its  bulk,  and  price  it  accoraingly  ;  for  barley  of  a  certain  weight  to 
the  bushel  will  obtain  a  higher  price  than  barley  of  an  inferior  weight.  It  is 
a  practice  more  amongst  mdtsters  than  other  corn  buyers. 

2485.  What  objections  should  you  have  to  the  adoption  of  measure  as  the 
universal  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn  in  this  country  ?—  I  really  do  not  know 
sufficient  of  this  country  to  be  able  to  form  much  of  a  judgment  as  to  what 
would  suit  the  habits  of  the  people  here. 

2486.  What  would  be  the  objection  to  the  adoption  of  measure  as  the  uni- 
versal standard  in  Ireland? — The  people  of  the  country  have  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  dispose  of  their  produce  by  weight,  and  it  has  given  such  gene- 
ral satisfaction,  that  I  conceive  they  would  be  greatly  inconvenienced  by  the 
change  to  measure;  and  I  believe  they  would  consider  that  they  were  not 
capable  of  judging  of  how  it  should  take  place;  they  could  not  tdl  whether 
justice  was  done  to  them  or  not  by  the  arrangement. 

2487.  In  the  change  to  measure  ? — In  the  change  to  measure. 

2488.  Supposing  that  for  any  particular  reason  measure  were  adopted  by  the 
exporting  merchants,  do  you  not  think  that  that  would,  in  a  great  degree, 
remove  the  objection  to  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  farmers  ? — I  am  certain 
it  would  not;  and  I  may  add,  it  would  give  rise  in  that  country  to  great  dis-   • 
putes  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  measures  were  filled. 

2489.  Now  be  so  good  as  describe  in  what  degree,  in  your  opinion,  measure 
differs  from  weight,  in  respect,  first,  to  accuracy ;  secondly,  to  freedom  from 
fraud ;  thirdly,  cost  in  time ;  fourthly,  cost  in  labour ;  and  fifthlv,  cost  in  money  ? 
— With  respect  to  accuracy,  I  consider  great  disputes  woula  arise  as  to  the 
filling  of  the  measure,  and  the  way  in  which  it  was  practised,  by  which  a  very' 
considerable  difference  might  be  obtained  from  the  farmer.  This  will  answer 
the  second  branch  of  the  question  also. 

2490.  Then  the  time,  cost  and  labour? — With  regard  to  the  time,  I  should 
consider  that,  in  the  delivering  the  corn  from  the  farmers,  it  would  take  much 
more  time  to  measure  than  to  weigh,  inasmuch  as  the  sacks  would  have 
been  started  into  the  measure ;  whereas  now  they  go  into  the  scale,  and  ^e 
weighed,  and  pass  off  to  the  loft,  the  entire  sack  at  once. 

2491.  Are  you  aware  of  any  frauds  that  are  committed  in  weighing  com  ? — 

B  B  2  I  am 
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Ztofrf  Rocfc,  Esq*   I  am  aware  that  false  weights  maybe  used,  and  I  believe  have  been  used; 
^^*  arid  I  am  also  aware  that  the  clerk  who  reads  weights  out  of  a  scale  may  read 

g  ,  them  wrong;  but  it  certainly  is  in  the  power  of  the  other  party  to  read  them 

34-      correctly. 

2492.  Is  there  not  room  for  fraud  in  the  turn  of  the  scale  ? — ^Yes,  I  should 
think  so,  in  a  slight  degree. 

2493*  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  fraud  may  be  committed  by  an  experienced 
person  over  one  who  is  less  experienced,  both  in  weighing  as  well  as  in  measur- 
ing ? — I  think  so,  but  less  in  weight  than  measure.  It  is  plain  that  where  many 
weights  are  put  in  a  scale,  a  stupid  man  may  not  be  able  to  read  those  weights 
out  correctly,  whereas  a  person  who  is  used  to  it  can  do  so  very  quickly. 

2494.  Generally  speaking,  are  the  small  farmers  a  well-educated  set  of 
people  ?— Generally  speaking,  they  can  read  and  write. 

2495.  And  are  tolerably  alive  to  their  own  interest? — Certainly.  And 
I  might  add  also,  that  all  the  farmers  together  who  are  selling  will  generally 
point  out  to  each  other  if  there  is  any  impropriety  practising  against  them  by 
the  weigh -master ;  the  sharpest  among  them  will  point  out  the  impropriety. 

2496.  In  what  way  are  the  quotations  of  price  in  Ireland  made? — By  tfae 
barrel  of  20  stone  weight  in  wheat,  of  14  stone  in  oats,  and  I6  stone  in  barley. 
In  Belfast  market  I  understand  it  is  quoted  by  the  cwt,  and  in  some  other 
markets  I  believe. 

2497.  But  universally  by  weight  ? — Generally  speaking,  by  the  barrel  and 
by  the  stones,  which  are  absolute  weights. 

2498.  There  is  no  great  diversity  of  weights  in  Ireland,  is  there  ? — I  believe 
none. 

2499.  ^^  y^u  think,  generally  speaking,  the  quotations  are  pretty  accurate? 
— I  think  as  to  the  price  they  are. 

2500.  As  to  the  quantity  sold  do  you  think  they  are? — I  think  they  are  very 
inaccurate  as  to  the  quantity  sold. 

2501.  How  does  that  happen  ? — ^There  is  no  authority  to  force  the  merchants 
to  make  returns ;  many  of  them  will  not  make  returns,  and  others  will  return 
a  great  deal  more  than  they  purchase. 

2502.  Who  do  they  retura  them  to? — I  believe  to  the  mayor  or  clerk  of  the 
market. 

2503.  But  is  there  no  law  to  compel  them  to  make  any  return  ? — ^None  that 
is  acted  on. 

2504.  Then  they  make  any  return  which  they  please  ? — Just  so. 

2505.  Have  they  any  advantage  in  making  false  returns  ? — Nothing  more 
than  the  vanity  of  being  thought  large  purchasers. 

2506.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  of  any  advantage  to  have  authorized  persons 
in  every  market  town  in  Ireland  to  take  the  returns  ? — I  think  the  clerk  of  the 
market  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  take  the  returns  if  he  were  an  authorized 
person  ;  and  it  would  be  very  useful  information  to  the  country,  if  he  were 
authorized  under  a  compulsory  enactment  to  demand  returns  from  the  buyers 
in  the  market  of  the  quantity  which  they  purchased. 

2507.  To  whom  do  you  think  it  would  be  of  any  advantage  ? — To  the  public 
and  the  Government  of  the  country. 

2508.  In  what  way  should  you  propose  that  the  accuracy  of  those  returns 
should  be  ascertained  ? — 1  should  think  it  may  be  done  by  a  penalty.  It  must 
be  a  good  deal,  of  course,  left  to  the  credit  of  the  buyers ;  but  if  there  was 
a  penalty  attached  to  their  sending  in  a  wrong  return,  no  doubt  they  would  not 
incur  the  penalty,  for  they  have  nothing  to  gain  by  an  incorrect  return. 

2509.  Do  you  think  that  corn  is  sometimes  returned  several  times  over  in 
Ireland  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  it  is  returned  several  times  over ;  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

25 1  o.  You  have  heard  of  that  being  the  case  in  England  ? — Yes,  I  have  heard 
of  its  being  the  case  in  England,  to  raise  the  markets,  or  turn  the  average  on 
which  the  duty  is  calculated,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  case  in  Ireland. 

2511.  But  supposing  corn  is  bought  at  one  market  and  sold  at  another, 
should  not  that  corn  be  returned  twice  over  ? — That  does  not  apply  to  the  part 
of  Ireland  I  live  in.  I  am  applying  myself  to  the  Limerick  market ;  the 
country  markets  we  do  not  estimate  as  anything,  for  they  are,  in  fact,  no  mar- 
kets, the  village  markets.  The  port  is  the  only  market  necessary  to  make  the 
return.  I  should  also  add,  that  I  think  the  millers  in  the  country  districts 
should  be  obliged  to  give  returns  of  what  they  purchase.     If  you  have  the 
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^nanufactufe  of  the  millers,  distillers  and  brewers^  and  of  the  export  purchasers,  Datid  AocAe,  Es^* 
no  doubt  you  have  the  whole,  for  in  no  other  way  can  it  be  consumed  but  by  m.p. 

ftbiQ  millers,  the  distillers  and  the  brewers;  there  is  no  other  way  of  consuming      

it,  except  what  the  horses  consume,  which  is  of  course  what  you  cannot  get  aU        ^  ^""^^  *®^ 

2512.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  of  any  advantage  in  the  quotation  of  prices 
in  Ireland  to  insert  the  weight  per  barrel  as  well  as  the  prices? — The  weight 
per  barrel  is  an  understood  thing,  it  never  varies;  it  is  an  absolute  weight, 
though  it  is  called  a  measure,  like  the  Liverpool  bushel. 

25 1 3.  Do  you  not  conceive  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  barrel  was  a  fixed 
:^nd  defined  measure,  and  that  the  quotation  should  express  the  weight  per 
barrel  ? — No ;  I  think  it  much  better  to  have  a  fixed  and  defined  weight,  as  it 
How  is. 

2514.  Do  you  not  think,  if  Irish  wheals  were  quoted  in  this  countiy  with 
teference  to  their  quality  or  weight  per  bushel,  it  would  have  a  beneficial  efiect, 
in  stimulating  the  Irish  farmer,  through  the  agency  of  the  Irish  merchant,  to 
improve  the  quality  of  his  corn? — I  do  not  conceive  he  would  have  a  higher 
stimulant  than  he  has  already.  It  is  produced  by  the  quality  in  the  market 
inducing  the  merchant  to  give  a  higher  price. 

2515.  Do  not  you  think  an  honest  rivalry  would  be  exerted  between  different 
districts,  where  the  corn  in  one  part  of  the  country  was  found  to  be  quoted  of 
a  better  quality  than  that  of  another  ? — ^That  is  the  case  at  present. 

2516k  And  the  price  indicates  that  difierence  ?— And  the  price  indicates  that 
difierence. 

25 1 7i  The  price,  in  point  of  fact,  is  in  reality  the  measure  of  the  weight  ? — 
Yes,  and  the  stimulant  to  the  farmer  at  the  same  time ;  it  all  resolves  itself  into 
the  price ;  all  the  deficiencies  of  the  grain  are  met  by  the  reduction  in .  the 
price. 

2518.  I  understand  you  to  object  to  measure,  and  give  the  preference  to 
weight  ?— Yes ;  and  as  an  illustration  of  this,  I  understand  that  Government  con- 
tracts for  oats  are  by  the  bushel ;  and  it  frequently  happens  in  good  seasons 
that  the  average  weight  of  oats  exceeds  what  the  weight  is  obliged  to  be  by  the 
Government  contract,  on  which  occasions  the  lightest  oat  is  purchased  by  the 
contractors  for  Government  at  a  higher  price  than  the  superior  auality  of  oats 
tvould  be  in  proportion^  as  it  is  quite  evident  that  14  pounds  of  tight  cmts  will 
measure  more  than  14  pounds  of  heavy  oats. 

2519.  Is  there  not  a  very  great  difference  in  the  quality  of  com  in  different 
districts  in  Ireland  ? — I  believe  a  very  great  difference. 

2520.  Does  it  not  vary  much  more  than  in  the  corn  of  different  localities  in 
England  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  the  different  localities  in  England  so  as  to  be 
able  to  state  that,  but  I  should  think  not. 

2521.  In  what  parts  of  Ireland  is  the  best  com  grown? — I  rather  think  that 
Limerick  is  one  of  the  best  corn  districts  of  Ireland,  and  Kilkenny  and  Water- 
ford  ;  the  corn  exported  at  Limerick  and  Waterford  I  believe  are  some  of  the 
best  specimens  that  are  sent  from  Ireland.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
Belfast  trade,  but  I  understand  there  is  good  com  sent  from  there ;  and  from 
Drogheda  I  have  always  understood  the  best  quality  is  exported. 

2522.  Does  not  corn  of  the  same  district  frequently  fluctuate  in  point  of 
quality,  so  that  the  same  port  cannot  be  reckoned  upon  for  any  length  of  time 
to  produce  corn  of  the  same  degree  of  quality  for  a  successive  number  of  har- 
vests, as  compared  with  the  corn  in  other  districts  for  the  same  succession  of 
harvests? — I  am  not  aware  that  it  does,  more  than  the  difference  of  the  seasons, 
which  influence  one  district  as  well  as  another.  There  has  been  a  progressive 
improvement  in  Ireland  for  the  last  10  or  15  years. 

2523.  Is  it  not  one  of  the  chief  causes  for  the  necessity  of  using  weights  in 
Ireland,  that  the  grain  in  that  country  is  often  of  an  inferior  quality,  or  unpre- 
pared ? — I  am  not  aware  what  the  original  cause  was  for  using  weight  in  Ire- 
land, but  I  believe  it  has  been  the  practice  from  time  immemorial. 

2524.  Would  not  the  selling  by  weight,  stating  the  weight  per  bushel,  have 
a  tendency  to  cause  corn  to  be  prepared  with  greater  care  ? — I  cannot  answer 
whether  it  would  or  would  not. 

2525.  Do  you  think  it  would  add  very  much  to  the  difficulties  of  the  Irish 
trade,  if  measure  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  test  of  quality,  superadded 
to  the  weight,  seeing  that  soitae  portion  must  be  measurecl? — I  should  think 
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David  Roche,  Esq.  if  an  Act  of  Parliament  were  made  to  that  effect,  tte  people  would  not  take  k 
M.p.  into  practice. 

2526,  It  would  be  disobeyed  ? — It  would  not  be  disobeyed  perhaps,  but  it 

6  June  1834.      would  fall  into  disuse  for  the  want  of  its  being  an  advantage  to  the  people. 

2527.  Do  not  you  think  the  weigh-master  for  the  town  might  be  provided  with 
a  bushel  for  the  purpose  of  measuring,  if  anybody  required  to  measure  a  part  rf 
his  com,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  weight  per  bushel  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would 
be  any  practical  advantage  in  those  terms ;  the  quality  of  com  is  shown  by  its 
appearance  so  completely,  and  by  the  handling  m  the  merchant.  Many  mer- 
chants have  bushels  to  confirm  their  judgment  as  to  the  purchase ;  I  have  ooe 
myself. 

2528.  What  advantage  is  that  bushel  to  you? — ^To  enable  me  to  cempaise 
tiie  prices  that  I  am  giving  in  Ireland  with  markets  where  measure  is  used  in 
England ;  but  we  never  think  of  using  it  in  the  absolute  purchase  with  tbe 
£irmer. 

2529*  Do  you  not  think  that  the  price  of  the  export  market  being  quoted  in 
weight  and  measure  would  have  tae  effect,  first,  of  bringing  the  intelligeot 
farmers  into  the  adoption  of  it,  and  then  the  more  ignorant  farmers? — No,  I  da 
not  think  that  they  would  ever  come  into  the  practice.  I  do  not  see  that  they 
would  have  any  advantage  in  it ;  if  there  were  any  advantage  shown,  they  would 
adopt  it.     I  do  not  think  it  would  of  be  any  advantage  to  them. 

2530.  In  selling  corn  by  weight,  is  the  sack  weighed  ? — ^The  sack  and  all  are 
weighed  together. 

3531*  What  deductions  are  made  from  the  gross  weight? — The  first  deduc- 
tion from  the  gross  weight  is  the  weight  of  the  sacks. 

2532.  How  is  that  ascertained  ? — By  weighing  the  sacks  when  empty. 

2533.  When  it  is  not  intended  to  empty  the  sacks  in  the  same  town,  13  these 
an  average  ? — Yes,  I  believe  there  generally  is  an  arrangement  come  into  as  to 
what  the  sacks  weigh. 

2534-  What  other  allowance  ? — Seven  pounds  to  every  20  stone  of  wheats 
4  lbs.  to  14  stone  of  oats,  and  6  lbs.  to  I6  stone  of  barley.  I  believe  tlu^e  aie 
the  allowances  in  our  market. 

2535.  What  are  those  allowances  for? — They  are  called  beamage.  I  believe 
they  were  originally  made  for  the  dirt  and  sand  and.  tares  and  seeds  that  mxj 
have  got  in  with  the  com. 

2536.  Have  you  ever  examined  wheat  after  this  deduction  has  been  made  ? 
do  you  think  the  amount  that  is  allowed  according  to  your  statement  is  an  un- 
fair allowance  to  the  seller ;  that  is  to  say,  could  7  ibs.  of  wheat  that  could  not 
be  manufactured  be  deducted  on  an  average  from  every  barrel  of  .corn  pur- 
chased ? — It  takes  more  than  7  lbs.  to  make  up  for  the  (urt  and  damn  that  is 
on  the  corn.  But  if  this  allowance  was  not  made,  that  would  resolve  itself 
into  a  regulation  of  price,  for  if  you  do  not  give  those  allowances  the  price 
would  be  reduced. 

2537.  Do  not  you  find  that  in  general  the  countrymen  who  come  in  to  sell 
their  corn  are  sagacious  enough  to  know  when  they  are  fairly  dealt  with  ? — 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  great  bulk  of  them,  or  nearly  the  whole,  are  quite 
equal  to  knbw  when  they  are  done  justice  to ;  and  should  there  be  one  defi- 
cient in  sharpness,  his  neighbour  is  generally  close  to  him  at  the  sale  to  point 
out  to  him  his  deficiency^ 

2538.  Generally  speaking,  there  are  several  who  bring  corn  at  the  same  time, 
and  it  is  all  weighed  together  ? — Almost  always. 

2539.  -^°d  ^f  ^  merchant  were  found  to  be  acting  unfairly  to  the  farmer 
in  the  weighing,  would  he  not  be  so  watched  as  to  make  it  very  little  likely 
that  he  would  be  successful  in  deceiving  ? — I  consider  that  some  farmers  might 
submit  to  a  little  knavery  of  the  merchant,  that  would  not  be  of  much  conse- 
quence at  the  moment ;  but  generally  speaking,  the  merchant  would  have  to 
give  a  higher  price  afterwards  for  corn  in  the  market,  if  he  were  known  to  be 
so  dishonest. 
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Richard  Sullivan^  lEsq.,  a  Member  of  the  House,  Examined. 

2540.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — In  Kilkenny.  JR.  Sdlkan,  Esq. 

2541 .  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  com  trade  in  Ireland  ? — ^Yes,  I  am  ac-  ^*^* 
quainted  with  the  corn  trade  as  a  manufacturer ;  with  wheat,  barley  and  oats,  ^ 
as  a  miller,  brewer  and  maltster.                                                                                      ^^  ^  ^^ 

2542.  Will  you  state  the  practice  of  selling  com  in  Kilkenny,  as  far  as  you 
are  acquainted  with  it? — In  Kilkenny  the  practice  of  selling  corn  is  similar  to 
that  described  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Roche.  It  differs  somewhat  from  Mr. 
Roche's  practice,  as  we  have  no  regular  com  market  or  exchange  in  Kilkenny. 
The  com  is  sold  by  samples ;  small  samples  are  produced  to  the  officer  or  at 
the  store  of  the  purchaser. 

2543.  Are  there  inspectors  in  Kilkenny  market  ? — No  inspectors ;  there  is  a 
corporation  officer  called  the  clerk  of  the  market,  and  he  has  a  control  over 
such  corn  as  is  brought  to  the  market-place  or  tholsel ;  but  it  is  not  compulsory 
on  the  farmer  to  bring  any  corn  there.  The  only  corn  brought  there  is  some 
oats,  which  the  farmers  sell  for  the  convenience  01  those  who  want  to  purchase  - 
for  feeding. 

2544.  Com  is  not  generally  brought  in  bulk  to  Kilkenny? — Not  to  the 
market-place. 

2545.  What  is  the  average  quantity  of  corn  sold  through  the  medium  of 
samples  or  otherwise  in  the  Kilkenny  market  ? — It  is  between  50,000  and  60,000 
barrels  of  wheat  in  the  year. 

2546.  And  oats  and  barley? — Barley,  I  think,  is  about 40,000,  and  oats  about 
30,000 ;  it  is  not  an  oat  district,  chiefly  barley  and  wheat,. 

2547.  What  is  the  size  of  the  farms  in  the  Kilkenny  district? — In  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  they  vary  from  10  to  100  acres,  and  some  farmers  have 
from  100  to  300  and  400  acres  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 

2548.  It  is  not  very  frequent,  is  it,  for  rarms  to  be  of  that  size  ? — No,  it  is 
not  very  frequent ;  there  are  many  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny  who  unite 
grazing  and  tillage. 

2549-  What  is  the  quality  of  com  brought  to  market  ? — The  quality  of  corii 
brought  to  market  is  good,  particularly  the  wheat  and  oats. 

2550.  Do  you  consider  it  is  much  improved  during  the  last  few  years  ? — 
Very  miich  improved. 

2551.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  improvement? — I  attribute  it  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  necessity  there  is  of  the  farmers  bringing  in  their  corn  in  good 
order,  for  the  price  so  much  depends  upon  it.  As  that  district  is  a  manufac- 
turing district,  millers  will  buy  nothing  but  good  com  ;  hence  the  inferior  com 
is  sold  to  the  Waterford  market,  and  for  shipping,  and  brings  comparatively  a 
very  low  price.  I  wish  to  state  also  that  there  is  an  emulation  among  the 
farmers  to  produce  good  wheat,  and  they  are  in  the  habit  of  changing  seed^ 
and  are  anxious  to  get  English  seed,  which  has  improved  the  quality  of  wheat 
very  much. 

2552.  What  becomes  of  the  com  that  is  sold  in  the  market  ?---The  greatest 
part  of  it  in  Kilkenny  market  is  manufactured  in  the  district ;  it  is  bought 
by  the  millers,  brewers  and  distillers ;  there  are  three  distilleries ;  and  the 
remainder  is  bought  by  jobbers  or  corn-dealers,  who  take  it  to  Waterford  and 
seU  it  to  the  export  merchant  there. 

2553.  Is  much  corn  sold  for  exportation  ? — A  great  deal  of  corn  is  sold  for 
exportation ;  particularly  inferior  wheat,  barley  and  oats. 

2554*  When  com  is  sold  for  exportation,  is  it  sold  in  the  ripe  or  the  manu- 
&ciured  state? — In  the  green  state  always,  both  by  the  farmer  and  com* 
jobber. 

2555.  What  preparation  does  the  corn  undergo  before  it  is  sold  for  exporta- 
tion ? — The  usual  preparation  by  the  farmer,  of  course.  The  export  merchant 
prepares  the  com  before  he  exports  it,  but  the  farmer  does  not. 

2556.  But  for  exportation^  what  process  does  the  com  undergo  before  it  is 
exported  ? — The  export  merchant  kiln-dries  it,  and  generally  sulphurs  it  j  he 
uses  brimstone  to  improve  the  colour  of  it,  and  he  winnows  and  screens  it. 

2557.  Is  not  that  colouring  which  is  given  to  it  by  means  of  sulphur  very 
perceptible  to  the  taste? — Not  much  to  the  taste,  unless  of  a  very  nice  judge; 
hut  it  is  very  perceptible  in  the  appearance  or  colour. 

2558.  Will  you  describe  what  is  done  with  the  corn  from  the  time  that  it  ia 

B  B  4  threshed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


igS  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

R.  SulOoan,  Esq.    threshed  until  the  time  that  it  is  manufactured  and  brought  to  the  market,  and 
^'^'  what  is  done  with  it  when  it  gets  to  the  market ;  describe  the  whole  process  ? — 

~       '  The  6irmer»  as  soon  as  it  is  threshed,  generally  prepares  it  for  the  market, 

«»oe  1  34.      ^inoQ^g  it^  and  puts  it  into  his  sacks. 

'JSSg.  How  does  he  put  it  into  sacks  ? — He  puts  it  into  large  sacks,  generally* 
of  about  from  35  to  40  stone  weight,  14  lbs.  to  the  stone,  and  brings  it  in  cars- 
to  market. 

2560.  How  does  he  put  it  into  the  sacks  ;  what  does  he  put  it  in  with  ? — 
Generally  with  what  we  call  sieves  or  shovels ;  wooden  shovels,  such  as  malt- 
sters use.  Then  he  puts  those  sacks  on  cars  and  brings  them  to  market ;  and  the 
horses  and  cars  generally  stop  in  the  suburbs,  or  adjoining  the  stores  or  places 
where  the  corn  may  be  delivered,  until  it  is  sold  by  sample. 

2561.  Do  the  merchants  feel  any  objection  to  buying  corn  of  the  farmers  by 
sample  ? — None  at  all. 

2562.  In  what  way  does  the  maltster  purchase  corn  ? — In  the  same  way. 

2563.  How  does  he  bargain  for  his  corn  ? — He  bargains  in  the  same  way,  that 
is  by  the  sample ;  he  judges  of  the  quality  by  the  sample.  Every  buyer  in 
Ireland  is  a  judge  of  the  quality  from  feeling,  tasting  and  smelling;  he  uses  all 
his  senses,  in  fact,  in  the  judgment  of  it,  except  hearing. 

2564.  Neither  the  miller  nor  the  maltster  ever  make  any  use  of  measure,  do 
they,  as  a  test  of  the  quality  of  corn  ? — No,  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  making 
use  of  measure  in  my  district ;  I  know  of  none  who  make  use  of  it,  except  the 
exporters  of  com  for  the  English  market. . 

2565.  For  what  purpose  do  they  use  it  ?— It  forms  a  guide  with  them ;  they 
are  enabled,  in  making  sales,  to  engage  so  many  pounds  a  bushel. 

2566.  That  is  for  the  purpose  of  exporting? — Yes,  more  for  that  than  as 
a  test  of  the  quality. 

2567.  But  is  that  done  when  they  export  to  the  Liverpool  market  ? — Yes ; 
they  do  so  generally  in  exporting  to  all  the  English  markets,  because  the  spe- 
cific weight  of  every  kind  of  grain  per  bushel  is  made  so  much  the  test  of  the 
qualihr  in  the  English  market. 

2508.  But  is  that  the  case  with  Liverpool,  do  they  measure  for  corn  that  is  to 
be  sold  ?— ]  do  not  know  that  they  do  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  their  selling ;  they 
do  not  sell  by  measure  for  Liverpool,  it  is  all  shipped  by  weight ;  and  I  cannot 
say  as  to  the  practice  in  other  markets.  In  Bristol  I  believe  it  is  in  the  same 
way,  ail  sold  by  weight.  As  to  London,  I  did  think  it  was  also  sold  by  weight, 
that  is  to  say,  sold  engaging  so  many  pounds  to  the  bushel. 

2569.  Corn  is  sometimes  exposed  for  sale  in  the  market  of  Kilkenny,  is  it 
not? — None,  except  oats,  in  the  market-place  or  tholsel,  except  as  I  have 
described. 

2570.  Is  there  any  ticket  placed  upon  the  sacks  ? — None  whatever;  the  sack 
is  open,  it  is  brought  in  there,  set  down  in  the  market-place  ;  when  taken  off 
the  cars,  and  once  brought  in  there,  it  is  subject  to  a  certain  charge  for 
weighing,  which  the  clerk  of  the  corporation  receives. 

2571 .  Are  there  other  public  scales  ? — No  public  scale  but  that  in  the  market- 
place, and  a  crane,  which  is  not  resorted  to. 

2572.  But  is  all  corn  subject  to  weight  there?— It  is  not  compulsory  id  any 
man  to  biing  corn  there. 

2573.  But  are  the  public  scales  commonly  used  ? — They  are  not  commonly^ 
used  for  com;  the  corn  buyer  and  the  manufacturer  weigh  at  th6ir  stores 
or  mills. 

2574.  Then  of  what  use  are  the  public  scales  ? — The  public  scales  are  used^ 
of  course,  for  the  weighing  of  all  corn  brought  to  that  market,  which  is  resorted 
to  for  the  sale  of  oats,  and  sometimes  small  bags  of  huxtered  wheat  and  barley* 
There  are  public  scales  also  for  weighing  potatoes  and  coals. 

2575*  Why  is  that  exception  made  in  oats? — Oats  are  brought  there  for  the 
convenience  of  buyers  for  feeding  their  horses ;  it  is  not  a  tenth  of  what  ist 
sold  in  Kilkenny.    No  other  grain  is  brought  there. 

2576.  When  a  purchase  takes  place,  does  any  ticket  or  written  or  printed 
form  of  contract  pass  between  the  buyer  nnd  the  seller? — Yes;  the  buyer  takes^ 
the  sample,  puts  the  name  of  the  farmer  in  the  sample,  and  the  price. 

2577.  Upon  the  small  sample-bag,  outside  the  bag? — No,  on  the  sample 
itself ;  the  sample  is  generally  brought  in  paper  holding  about  as  much  as  majr 
be  raised  twice  in  the  hand. 

2578.  And 
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-  2578.  And  the  seller  places  a  ticket  on  this  sample*bag  ? — No,  it  is  the   r.  SuUivan,  Esq^ 
buyer  who  places  a  ticket  or  memorandum  on  the  sample,  with  the  name  of  the  m.p:' 

seller  and  the  probable  quantity  of  corn ;   and  he  does  so  as  a  precaution       ■ 
against  the  vendor's  putting  in  more  corn  into  his  (the  buyer's)  store,  than      6  June  1834^ 
what  had  been  bargained  for.     This  is  a  common  practice  in  falling  markets ; 
but  for  which,  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the  price,  without  the  probable  quan- 
tity, were  put  upon  the  ticket. 

2579.  You  mean  that  the  probable  weight  of  the  com  is  put  down  on  the 
ticket  ? — ^The  probable  number  of  barrels. 

.   2580.  Do  you  understand  a  barrel  tt>  mean  weight  or  measitre  ? — ^Weight. 

2581.  Weight  standing  for  quantity,  then  ?— For  quantity.  The  farmer  is 
frequently  enabled  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  his  com  by  seeing  whether  the 
contents  of  the  same  sack  weigh  more  or  less  one  year  than  another. 

2582.  When  the  bargain  is  completed  is  there  any  receipt  given  by  the  seller 
for  the  payment  of  the  money ;  any  written  receipt  ? — No. 

2583.  Is  no  receipt  at  all  given  when  the  bargain  is  completed  ? — ^No  receipt 
by  the  seller. 

2584.  What,  not  on  the  dtlivery  of  the  corn  ?— There  is  a  ticket  or  crane- 
note  given  by  the  buyer  on  the  delivery  of  the  corn,  to  the  farmer,  on  which 
ticket  he  is  paid. 

2585.  I  understood  you  to  say  there  was  a  ticket  on  the  sample  ? — In  the 
first  place  the  sale  takes  place  by  a  small  sample.  When  the  buyer  and  seller 
agree  on  the  price,  the  seller's  name  is  then  put  on  a  small  ticket,  with  the 
price  and  the  probable  quantity,  the  probable  number  of  barrels  ;  then  when 
the  corn  comes  to  be  weighed  the  parcel  is  examined  and  compared  with  this 
sample,  and  if  there  is  no  variance  it  is  received  of  course. 

2586.  But  when  the  buyer  pays  to  the  seller  the  price  of  the  corn  which  he 
has  bought,  does  not  the  seller  give  him  any  written  receipt  for  the  money  ^ 
— ^No  receipt  at  all. 

2587.  Then  the  buyer  is  content  to  have  paid  his  money  without  having  any 
receipt  for  it  ? — Yes,  certainly ;  he  never  gets  a  receipt. 

.2508.  Then  what  guarantee  has  he  that  the  money  may  not  be  asked  for 
a  second  time  ? — He  has  his  clerk,  who  can  prove  the  payment  of  it,  and  he 
has  the  ticket  of  the  weight  of  the  com,  which  is  left  by  the  seller ;  the 
scale-ticket  or  crane-note,  which  he  keeps  in  his  possession.  -* 

2589.  But  that  does  not  prove  the  payment  of  the  money? — Yes,  it  does; 
because  that  is  always  in  the  possession  of  the  farmer  until  he  is  paid ;  in  fact,  § 
it  is  his  voucher  for  the  delivery  of  the  com.    That  is  the  practice  uniformly  ;. 

j^nd  so  much  so  is  it,  that  in  many  instances  the  farmer,  after  delivering  his  com, 
will  hold  the  ticket  or  crane-note,  and  consider  it  as  so  much  cash,  and  at  any 
other  time,  when  he  comes  to  town,  be  or  an  v  person  whom  he  chooses  to  send 
it  by,  may  receive  the  money  for  it.  On  producing  it  the  amount  is  paid,  and 
tha  exchange  takes  place,  which  is  a  sufficient  voucher  as  between  buyer  and 
seller,  with  the  proof  of  a  clerk  or  third  person  who  generally  acts  between  them. 

2590.  Are  you  extensively  engaged  yourself  in  transactions  with  corn  ?. — 
Yes,  extensively  engaged  as  a  miller. 

2591.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  disputes  arising  from  corn  being  of  unequal 
quality  when  it  was  delivered  ? — Yes,  frequently ;  not  of  equal  quality  with* 
the  sample. 

2592.  What  then  takes  place  ?— •In  general  the  buyer  rejects  the  corn,  or 
a  compromise  is  entered  into«  and  the  seller  makes  a  reduction  in  proportion  to< 
the  difference  that  there  is  between  the  sample  and  the  parcel. 

2593*  Is  not  the  rejection  of  his  com  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  farmer  ? 
— ^A  great  one. 

2594.  So  that  sooner  than  take  his  corn  back  again  he  would  take  an* 
inferior  price? — Rather  take  an  inferior  pi  ice,  very  much  under  the  com- 
parative value ;  and  he  does  submit  to  that  because  the  law  gives  the  buyer 
great  power  over  him,  for  a  difference  between  the  sample  and  the  parcel. 

2595.  How  does  the  law  give  a  great  power?— Here  is  the  Act;  it  is  the 
Act  of  the  58th  of  Geo.  3,  *'  An  Act  to  prevent  Frauds  in  the  sale  of  Corn  in 
Ireland;**  it  consists  only  of  one  paragraph,  and  it  is  very  summary  as  to  the 
jurisdiction  which  it  gives  a  magistrate*  If  a  parcel  in  any  way  is  inferior  to 
the  quality,  on  the  oath  of  one  credible  witness,  the  seller,  if  convicted  before 
a  magistrate,  shall  forfeit  the  entire  of  the  corn  and  be  fined  40^. 

2596.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  may  sometimes  happen  that  a  buyer  mar 
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R.  SulUvm^  Esq.   niake  diflSculties  about  the  corn,  even  when  the  corn  actually  does  corre^x>nd 

m.f/  ^^    with  the  sample  ? — Yes,  I  have'heard  of  cases  of  that  kind  occurring. 

— — -  2597.  How  is  the  dispute  determined  ? — ^The  dispute  is  determined  by  the 

6  Jone  1834*      farmer  or  the  seller  summoning  the  buyer  before  the  magistrate ;  but  that  causes 

so  much  delay  and  disappointment  that  he  seldom  resorts  to  it»  and  rather 

submits  to  the  imposition  than  seek  for  redress  iit  that  way. 

2598.  You  never  heard  of  large  farmers  having  a  measure,  in  order  to  test 
the  quality  of  the  com,  or  the  weight  per  imperial  bushel  ? — No,  it  is  not  the 
practice  in  die  districts  that  I  am  acquainted  with ;  but  in  many  instances  they 
have  weights  and^scales,  because  there  have  been  so  many  frauds  in  weighing 
that  to  guard  against  it  they  have  a.  check. 

2599.  But  never  any  measure? — Never  any  measure;  there  is  no  measure 
used  in  buying  ar  in  selling,  but  most  persons  have  measures  for  the  purpose  of 
doling  out  quantities  of  corn  for  their  horses  or  cattle. 

2600.  What  kind  of  measure  do  they  use  by  the  hand? — A  peck. 

2601.  They  never  use  that  peck  for  loading  their  sacks,  do  they? — Never. 

2602.  For  no  other  purpose  than  feeding  their  horses? — That  is  all ;  it  r^u- 
l^s  the  quantity  for  the  horses.  • 

2603.  Is  there  any  diversity  of  weights  in  Ireland  ? — None.  The  avoir- 
dupois weight  is  the  general  standard ;  it  is  only  the  different  multiples  of  that 
weight  that  are  used,  and  they  are  generally  understood,  so  that  the  quota* 
tions  in  the  different  markets  are  intelligible  to  the  buyer  and  seller. 

2604.  Do  you  consider  the  quotations  might  be  made  more  perfect  than  they 
are  at  present  ? — ^Very  little  more  in  Ireland,  because  there  the  variation  is  so 
little.  I  find,  in  general,  when  they  quote  prices  that  they  mention  the  deno- 
mination of  the  weight. 

2605.  Do  you  think  the  returns  are  ofien  incorrect? — ^The  returns  must  be 
often  incorrect. 

2606.  And  therefore  the  quotations  would  be  incorrect? — As  to  the  actual 
prices ;  but  supposing  the  weights  and  the  prices  both  to  be  correct,  all  is  quite 
intelligible. 

2607.  Then  you  think  that  the  incorrectness  is  rather  in  the  prices  than  in 
the  quantities  ? — The  quantities  are  not  returned,  except  from  some  particular 
markets,  where  they  are  obliged  to  do  it  by  local  Act  of  Parliament. 

2608.  Who  are  ihe  returns  made  to  ? — To  the  clerk  of  the  market ;  for 
instance,  in  Dublin  the  corn-merchants  are  obliged  to  make  Astums. 

2609.  Why  are  they  obliged  to  do  it  ? — There  is,  I  believe,  a  local  Act  r^u- 
lating  all  corn  that  is  bought  and  sold  in  the  Com  Exchange ;  and  the  returns 
are  made  to  that  clerk,  for  the  double  purpose  of  regulating  the  assize  of  breads 
and  ascertaining  the  actual  quantity  and  the  price  of  corn  sold. 

2610.  And  tlien  that  town  clerk  publishes  it? — Yes,  as  an  authorized  retunu 
It  is  not  so  in  Kilkenny. 

2611.  How  is  it  there? — ^There  is  no  return  made,  except  that  the  ney^s- 

fiapers,  for  the  sake  of  communicating  information,  quote  the  prices  of  the  dif- 
erent  kinds  of  grain  by  the  barrel.    They  will  go  to  the  office  of  the  principal 
buyer  there,  and  they  will  get  the  return  from  him. 

2612.  To  whom  are  quotations  of  any  value? — ^The  quotations  are  of  value, 
in  my  opinion,  to  the  farmers ;  for  I  find  they  do  refer  to  them  whenever  they 
have  an  opportunity  of  consulting  the  newspapers,  as  they  are  able  to  see  which 
is  the  more  eligible  market  to  go  to.  Labour  is  cheap,  and  distance  is  of  very 
little  importance  to  them ;  because  if  the  farmer  found,  on  reference  to  the  price 
in  Waterford  and  Kilkenny,  that  it  would  pay  him  to  go  down  to  Waterford, 
which  is  24f  miles  further  off,  he  would  go  there,  and  the  difference  of  1^.  or 
1^.  Gd.B,  barrel,  in  many  instances,  will  bring  him  there ;  for  he  sets  no  value 
on  his  time  or  horse-hire  as  to  the  delivery  of  his  com. 

2613.  Then  do  you  think  that  it  is  the  practice,  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  for  the 
little  farmers  to  send  their  com  by  a  carman  to  market? — In  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land little  farmers  are  obliged  to  hire  a  carman.  There  is  the  owner  of  three 
or  four  or  five  acres,  who  is  not  able  to  keep  a  horse  of  his  own ;  in  those  cases 
I  have  known  him  hire  a  carman.  It  is  also  the  practice  for  carriers  to  be  corn- 
jobbers,  and  they  buy  the  com  in  the  interior. 

2614.  Are  not  the  small  farmers  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  these  carmen? 
Very  often. 

26 1 5.  And  do  you  not  think  that  they  are  often  cheated  ? — No,  I  do  not  think 
tbey  are ;  they  always  accompany  the  carmen  with  their  property  to  market 
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2616.  If  the  farmer  takes  so  little  account  of  his  time  aod  labour^  how  is  it  r.  SuUhan,  Esq. 
that  he  would  submit  to  the  imposition  of  the  miller  or  corn-factors,  rather  than  m.p. 
take  his  corn  back  when  it  is  objected  to  ? — Why  he  submits  because  of  having  — — 
once  brought  it  to  market ;  for  in  the  case  I  mentioned,  that  the  diflference  of'  ^  ^^^^  ^^34* 
price  will  bring  him  such  a  distance,  it  is  always  determined  on  beforehand ;  but 

once  having  gone  to  the  market,  there  is  no  inducement  in  going  to  a  distant 
market,  that  would  make  him  resort  to  it  in  preference  to  submitting  to  an 
imposition. 

2617.  And  is  he  not  also  influenced  by  being  subject  to  ^  penalty  for  iiot 
bringing  his  corn  according  to  the  sample  ? — He  is  very  much  influenoed  by  that 
consideration  undoubtedly :  the  farmers  are  now  aware  that  they  are  subject  1:0 
a  penalty  in  case  of  fraud. 

2618.  Do  not  yon  think  that  if  it  could  be  brought  about  that  farmers  should 
test  the  quality  ^  their  com,  by  measuring  a  certain  portion  of  it  before  it  was 
brought  to  mari^et,  they  would  be  enabled  thereby  very  much  to  avoid  the 
difficulties  which  you  have  stated? — No,  I  do  not  think  they  would,  because 
the  testing  of  it  by  measure  would  afford  them  no  additional  information 
with  regard  to  avoiding  those  difficulties ;  the  best  way  of  avoiding  them  is  to 
have  the  sample  and  parcel  equal. 

2619.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  made  in  the  districts  "with  which 
you  are  acquainted  as  to  any  inconveniences,  either  real  or  supposed,  existing  in 
the  corn  trade  ? — Yes,  there  are  inconveniences  certainly  to  tne  farmers  in  the 
districts  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  particularly  in  the  weighing  of  com.  It 
wonld  be  very  desirable  if  there  was  one  uniform  method  of  weighing  in  the 
different  districts  in  Ireland.  In  other  respects  there  is  no  inconvenience,  as 
the  farmer  fias  his  choice  of  buyers,  not  only  in  the  city  but  the  county,  i/iflnich 
has  many  bolting  mills  at  convenient  distances  on  the  river  Nore,  and  wheat  is 
generally  sold  and  delivered  at  those  mills. 

2620.  What,  there  are.  diffevent  modes  of  weighing,  are  there  ? — ^Yes,  different 
modes. 

262 1 .  Will  you  describt  what  those  modes  are  ? — ^The  present  custom  in  Kil- 
kenny is,  that  the  scale  in  which  the  sack  is  shall  touch  the  ground,  and  there 
is  no  lower  weight  than  7  lbs.  used,  and  if  it  does  not  take  the  7  lbs.  iiiey 
resort  to  no  lower  standard. 

2622.  And  then  the  farmer  loses  all  the  difference? — The  farmer  in  that 
case  loses  the  difference ;  and  besides,  weighing  in  that  manner  gives  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  person  who  attends  the  scales,  (if  Siere  is  any  disposition  to  fraud, 
'OT  if  he  thinks  that  his  employer  would  like  to  get  the  most  weight  he  could,) 
to  resort  to  a  practice  that  will  deceive  the  farmer. 

2623.  That  is  one  mode  of  weighing ;  what  others  are  there? — There  is 
another  mode  of  weighing,  which  is  the  standing-beam  weighing ;  the  sack 
is  weighed  with  a  standing  beam  or  beam  in  equipoise,  and  then  4lbs.  to  the 
barrel  of  20  stone  is  deducted  for  beamage,  besides  the  weight  of  the  sacks, 
which  I  tbink  the  fairest  way  of  weighing,  because  in  that  case  the  farmer 
sees  that  every  pound  is  weighed. 

2624.  Is  the  chondrometer  often  employed  by  com-dealers  in  Ireland  ? — It 
is  used  by  some  millers  and  corn-merchants  as  a  test  of  the  quality  of  corn,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  tliere  be  any  variance  between  the 
bulk  and  the  sample,  which  is  indicated  by  the  specific  gravity. 

2625.  Are  there  any  other  modes  that  you  are  aware  of? — I  am  not  aware. 
I  heard,  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Roche,  that  they  take  7  lbs.,  which  I  think  an 
enormous  beamage. 

2626.  Are  you  acquainted  Vith  the  practice  of  the  Dublin  market? — Not 
exactly  as  to  the  weighing ;  but  I  believe  it  is  in  the  manner  I  have  described. 
I  know  that  in  Cork  it  is  all  weighed  in  that  way ;  and  in  Waterford  the  com  is 
weighed  by  the  standing  beam,  and  4  lbs.  to  the  barrel  allowance ;  and  I  know 
that  it  has  been  a  most  satisfactory  way  to  the  farmer,  and  also  to  the  fair  buyer. 

2627.  Are  you  aware  in  what  respect  the  practice  of  the  Dublin  market  varies 
from  that  of  the  Kilkenny  market? — I  do  not  know  as  to  the  weight;  the  stand- 
ard is  all  the  same  in  the  Dublin  market  and  the  Kilkenny  market ;  and  as  to 
the  mode  of  weighing,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  difference,  except  that  in 
Dublin  they  weigh  by  the  standing  beam,  and  take  an  allowance  of  4  lbs.  a  bar* 
rel  of  20  stone ;  and  in  Kilkenny  they  weigh  the  sack  dead-weight,  which 
generally  makes  a  deduction. 

0.36.  c  c  2  2628.  What 
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JL  SulUtflM,  E«g.       2628*  What  do  you  mean  by  dead- weight? — Leaving  the  scale  in  which  the 


M.P. 


sack  is  on  the  ground. 

2629,  Is  there  much  flour  exported  from  Ireland  ? — There  is  a  considerable 

6  June  1834.      export  of  flour  from  Ireland. 

2630.  More  flour  than  meal? — Considerably  more  flour. 

2631.  Where  is  it  chiefly  exported  to? — Liverpool,  Bristol  and  London; 
a  great  deal  to  Swansea. 

2632.  Is  there  more  flour  exported  to  Liverpool  or  to  London?— More  to 
Liverpool.     Somdtimes  we  ship  directly  to  Runcorn  for  the  Manchester  market 

2633.  Is  there  more  grain  or  flour  exported  to  England? — I  cannot  speak  as 
to  the  comparative  quantities ;  I  know  tnat»  in  proportion,  the  flour  is  increasing 
in  export. 

2634.  What  is  that  owing  to ;  the  ffreat  number  of  mills  ? — The  great  num- 
ber of  mills,  and  because  the  Irish  flour  has  got  into  great  repute  in  England.  Th 
best  wheat  is  always  kept  in  Ireland  by  the  miller;  and  he  makes  a  sound  good 
article.  Irish  flour  is  preferred  in  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  markets  in 
many  respects  to  Englisn  flour. 

2035.  Con^dering  that  flour  can  with  much  greater  propriety  be  sold  by 
weight  than  measure,  is  not  that  a  reason  why  the  trade  m  Ireland  and  in 
Liverpool  should  prefer  weight  to  measure ;  and  as  there  is  so  large  a  quantitj 
of  flour  imported  from  Ireland  into  England,  is  not  that  another  reason  wbjr 
weight  should  be  preferred  by  them  to  measure? — It  is  one  reason;  in  fact, as 
regards  flour,  there  is  no  other  way  of  ascertaining  it. 

2636.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Roche  just  now,  did  you  not?— I  heard 
part  of  it 

2637.  Is  there  anything  in  that  evidence  from  which  you  dissent  ?— Nothing 
material.    There  might  be  some  slight  variance  in  our  opinions. 

2638.  If  anything  strikes  you,  mention  it? — As  to  the  bushel  measure,  I 
believe  you  put  some  questions  in  which  I  did  not  agree  with  him:  other- 
wise there  is  scarcely  any  variance  between  his  opinions  and  mine.  As  between 
England  and  Ireland,  I  am  quite  decided  in  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  great 
importance  to  assimilate  the  weights  as  much  as  j>ossibIe. 

2639.  I^  there  anything  else  you  could  state  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
mittee?—No,  I  am  not  aware  of  anything. 

2640.  You  have  no  Dther  remarks  to  make  ? — No. 

2641.  Would  you  propose  any  and  what  alteration  in  the  present  law  for  the 
regulation  of  jthe  sale  of  corn  ? — ^As  regards  Ireland,  I  have  no  alteration  to 
propose,  further  than  to  make  a  uniform  mode  of  weighing  compulsory  all  over 
Ireland. 

2642.  But  is  not  com  always  weighed  in  Ireland  ? — I  mean  as  to  allowaoce  of 
beamage.     It  would  be  advantageous  to  the  farmer  to  do  so. 

2643.  Supposing  that  it  were  thought  advisable  to  have  an  uniform  system  of 
selling  by  measure  throughout  England,  should  you  think  it  of  great  aavaotflfe 
to  Ireland  to  preserve  the  system  of  selling  by  weight,  or  would  you  preief 
changing  your  system  to  measure,  in  order  to  assimilate  it  with  the  practice  of 
England  ? — Decidedly  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  preserve  the  system  of 
weighing,  rather  than  adopt  an  assimilation  to  England  as  to  measure. 

2644.  Will  you  state  your  reason  for  being  of  that  opinion  ? — First,  as  to  the 
weighing,  it  has  been  so  much  the  practice  of  Ireland,  has  been  found  to  work 
so  well,  and  from  experience  I  am  so  satisfied  that  it  is  the  best  standard  by 
which  to  buy  and  sell  corn,  that  I  would  not  recommend  any  change  of  the 
standard  in  that  country.  It  would  be  almost  impracticable  to  introduce  mea- 
sure there. 

2645.  You  have  no  averages  in  Ireland?— I  believe  not ;  but  I  am  notweD 
acquainted  with  the  law  upon  that  subject 

2646.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  already  gives  a  rule,  by 
which  59  lbs.  avoirdupois  weight  of  corn  should  be  considered  as  an  imperial 
measure  ? — I  do  not  know  the  Act ;  I  believe  it  does ;  I  have  not  read  the  Act. 

2647.  Do  you  not  think,  that  considering  the  hopelessness  of  getting  the 
Irish  people  to  adopt  measure  to  the  exclusion  of  weight,  or  of  getting  the 
English  pe(n)le  to  adopt  weight  to  the  exclusion  of  measure,  that  a  combined 
system  would  be  the  best  method  of  amalgamating  the  practices  of  the  two 
countries ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  London  merchant  should  in  his  shipments 
declare  the  weight  per  measure,  and  the  Irish  merchant  in  his  shipments  the 
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4Deasure  per  weight ;  by  which  the  specific  gravity  would  in  fact  become  the    R.  Syttivan,  Esq. 
common  denominator  between  the  two  systems  ? — I  think  that  many  of  the  m.p. 

di£Bculties  at  present  experienced  in  the  intercourse  between  Ireland  and  Eng-      — *— — 
land  would  be  got  rid  of,  by  combining  weight  and  measure  in  that  manner,       ^  June  1834. 
and  requiring  the  shipments  from  Ireland  to  express  measure  per  weight,  and 
'those  from  England  weight  per  measure.     However,  I  would  not  recommend 
any  change  in  the  internal  practice  of  Ireland,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  measure  for  weight. 

Jovis,  19^  die  Juniiy  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


John  Wilson^  Esq.  of  Thornly,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

2648.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — At  Hurlet,  in  the  parish  of  Paisley.  ^^^  WiUon,  Esq. 

2649.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A  small  propyetor  in  Renfrewshire,  and      "^"""^^ 
engaged  in  chemical  and  mining  pursuits.     .  '^  ''"°*  *®34. 

2650.  You  are  connected  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Glasgow,  are 
you  not? — I  have  been  long  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  I  was 
appointed  one  of  the  directors  when  the  Weight  and  Measure  Bill  was  in  de- 
"pendence,  in  1823 ;  and  I  was  again  balloted  as  a  director  in  Janyary  last ; 
and  I  am  one  of  a  committee  for  attending  to  the  progress  of  the  present  Weight 
and  Measure  Bill  in  Parliament. 

2651.  You  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest,  have  you  not,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  weights  and  measures,  and  also  upon  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  com  ? — 

I  have  taken  particular  interest  in  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures,  and  in 
a  less  degree  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  com.  I  have  made  very  intense  appli- 
tration  to  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures. 

2652.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  methods  by  which 
corn  is  sold  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — Yes. 

2653.  And  in  other  parts  of  Scotland  ? — More  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
great  towns  of  Glasgow  and  Paisley ;  that  is  to  say,  Renfrewshire  and  Lanark- 
shire, than  in  the  other  parts  of  Scotland. 

2654.  You  have  written  upon  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures,  have  you 
not? — I  have  published  several  tracts  on  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures ; 
and  I  preparea  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture  the  survey  of  the  county  where 
ray  small  property  lies,  Renfrewshire. 

2655.  Is  tnere  considerable  traffic  in  grain  in  Glasgow  ? — There  is  a  very 
considerable  traffic.  In  the  first  place,  Glasgow  is  the  great  market  for  its  own 
county,  Lanark,  and  several  surrounding  counties;  next,  the  imports  at  the 
liarbour  of  Glasgow  are  very  considerable  from  Ireland,  and  from  the  south- 
west parts  of  Scotland  and  from  Canada ;  and  again,  there  is  grain  of  all  sorts 
conveyed  by  inland  navigation  (called  the  Great  Canal)  from  the  east  parts  of 
"Scotland,  and  from  England,  and  occasionally  from  several  ports  in  Europe. 

2656.  Is  there  much  traffic  in  grain  in  Paisley  ? — There  is  considerable  traffic, 

but  it  is  far  inferior  to  what  is  in  Glasgow^  because  they  have  but  slightly  the  ^ 

advantages  of  river  navigation. 

2657.  Can  you  make  any  statement  with  regard  to  the  imports  of  grain  in 
'Glasgow  ? — I  cannot  give  any  statement  of  recent  imports,  because  I  did  not 

anticipate  that  question.     But  I  have  with  me  memoranda  that  show  mc^that 
when  I  prepared  the  agricultural  survey,  to  which  I  alluded,  there  were  im- 
-ported  about  224,000  qrs.  into  the  river  Clyde. 

2658.  Are  you  spealung  of  wheat  only? — ^No,  I  am  speaking  chiefly  of  oats, 
or  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  about.  224,000  qrs.     But  this  was  in  the  year  1811  j 

^and,  in  consequence  of  the  great  advance  of  population,  the  increase  must  be 
immense. 

2659.  Do  you  think  it  is  doubled? — I  have  very  little  doubt  of  it;  probably 
doubled. 

2660.  Is  the  corn  trade  at  Glasgow  conducted  on  regular  principles,  that  is, 
#with  a  oue  regard  to  uniformity  and  under  a  correct  system? — About  20  years 

ago  the  diversity  of  weights  and  measures  occasioned  very  great  inconveniences 

to  the  farmer  and  to  the  corn-merchant;  but  buying  and  selling  by  weight  has 
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John  Wilson,  Esq.  been  gradually  introduced  at  the  harbour  of  Glasgow,  and  the  standard  Im- 
— — — ^-  perial  bushel  being  now  generally  understood,  the  former  intricate  and  perplex- 
19  June  1834.  ing  system  is  amended.  Still,  however,  there  is  9ome  degree  of  confusion  ; 
for  although,  as  I  have  just  mentioned,  they  have  adopted  the  Imperial  budiel, 
yet  sales  are  frequently  made  by  a  four-bushel  measure,  and  sales  are  ako  fre- 
quently made  by  a  six-bushel  measure,  and  these  are  called  ^'  Imperial  boUs;** 
a  novel  and  unauthorized  denomination. 

2661.  Is  wheat  sold  chiefly  by  weight  or  by  measure  in  Glasgow  and  Pmsley  ? 
— Farmers  sell  their  grain  by  measure  and  weight  combined — all  corns  imported 
by  the  River  Clyde  are  sold  by  weight — wheat  imported  by  the  Great  Canal  is 
sold  by  weight — other  corns  carried  on  this  canal  are  sold  by  measure  generally, 
though  not  always,  for  weight  i§  sometimes  resorted  to. 

2662.  In  inlemal  transactions  weight  and  measure  is  generally  used,  is  it 
not  ? — Yes. 

2663.  But  in  importation,  weight  ? — Yes,  in  importation,  weight. 

2664.  In  spite  of  the  improvement  in  the  practice  of  selling  com,  to  which 
you  alluded,  do  you  not  think  that  the  diversity  still  existing,  of  sometimes 
selling  by  weight  and  sometimes  by  measure,  occasions  inconvenience  ? — Yes ; 
it  leads  to  very  great  inconvenience  and  difficulty.  Occasioning  intricate  cal- 
culations, and  rendering  the  computation  of  the  annual  average  prices  in  ^ach 
county  of  Scotland  (called  striking  Jiars)  difficult  and  uncertain. 

2665.  Will  you  explain  what  is  meant  by  the  word  ^^fiars"  ? — In  every  county 
of  Scotland  it  is  the  practice,  annually,  for  the  sheriflf  to  summon  a  jury  <tf 
15  persctas,  and  bring  before  them  witnesses  from  all  parts  of  his  county,  to 
prove  and  determine  the  prices  of  meal  and  all  kinds  01  grain,  the  growth  c^ 
the  county,  for  the  preceding  season.  This  meeting  is  held  in  the  court-house 
about  the  beginning  of  March,  and  they  take  evidence  of  the  prices  of  grain 
from  the  1st  of  November  »to  the  period  of  their  sitting.  They  then  fix  the 
average  of  each  kind,  which  is  the  rule  for  paying  rents,  stipends,  tolls  or  feu- 
duties,  in  the  respective  counties  of  Scotland,  each  for  his  own  county.  These 
are  returned  to  the  Exchequer  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

2666.  What  inconveniences  do  you  refer  to  for  want  of  uniformity? — Th^ 
late  Professor  Playfair  stated  these  inconveniences  in  a  far  better  style  than 
anything  I  can  give.  His  words  are,  ^'  The  want  of  system  in  the  weights  and 
*^  measures  of  every  county;  the  perplexity  which  that  occasions ;  tlieambigucms 
^^  language  it  forces  us  to  speak ;  the  useless  labour  to  which  it  subjects  us,  and 
^^  the  endless  frauds  which  it  conceals,  have  been  long  the  disgrace  of  civilized 
.**  nations."    These  are  inconveniences  which  we  all  experience* 

2667.  What  is  that  taken  from  ? — The  Edinburgh  Review.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  article ;  I  have  no  paper  in  my  pocket  that  bears  reference  to  it. 

2668.  Has  the  Act  of  1824  removed  these  inconveniences,  as  far  as  the  sale 
of  corn  is  concerned  ? — :No,  they  are  not  removed.  The  numerous  denomina- 
tions of  com  measures  in  the  Weight  and  Measure  Act,  not  connected  fay  any 
common  ratio, — ^the  introduction  of  new  names  of  no  authority,  and  not  exist- 
ing in  any  statute — and  the  restoring  weights  which  were  wisely  suppresed  or 
abolished,  occasion  great  confusion,  and  probably  frequent  frauds.  The  sheriff 
of  Renfrewshire,  in  his  return  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  thus 
expresses  himself:    "Oatmeal  is  always  sold  by  weight,  140  lbs.  avoirdupois 

*  *•  being  termed  a  boll,  one  fourth  thereof  a  firlot,  and  one  sixteenth  thereof  a  peck  I 

"  But  here  an  abuse  has  taken  place,  inasmuch  as  retail  dealers,  while  they 
^^  .purchase  by  the  above  weight,  being  35  lbs.  avoirdupois  to  the  firlot,  are  in  use 
*'  to  sell  by  a  new  and  arbitrary  firlot,  weighing  only  28  lbs.,  and  the  peck  in 
"  proportion  ;  i}a\x%  preserving  the  oldname^  while  its  value  is  diminished/*  I  think 
the  sheriff  has  given  an  important  observation  in  reference  to  an  innovation 
"which  must  occasionjrauds. 

2669.  What  do  you  think  the  best  method  of  establisliing  uniformity ;  what 
should  be  the  standard  ? — The  best  methods  are  to  sell  grain  and  all  other  dry 
goods  by  weight,  declaring  the  avoirdupois  pound  of  7>000  grains  to  be  the 
standard.  We  have  already  the  avoirdupois  pound,  but  in  the  statute  it  is  not 
declared  to  be  a  standard  ;  the  statute  declares  that  the  "  t^y  potmd  shall  be 
the  unit  or  only  standard.** 

2670.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  general  opinion,  in  your  part  of  th#  country^ 
that  weight  would  be  the  best  standard?— Yes,  corn-merchants  and  extensive 
dealers  in  Scotland,  well  qualified  to  judge,  are  of  opinion  that  we^t  would 
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be  the  best  standard. — The  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Glasgow  think  it  of  great  John  WiUon^  E«q. 

importance  that  corns,  and  all  articles  of  dry  measure,  should  be  sold  by  weight.       • 

— The  authors  of  the  Surveys  of  Counties  in  Scotland,  drawn  up  for  the  Board      *9  June  1834. 
of  Agriculture,  have  given  decided  opinions  that  weight  is  the  true  criterion  of 
the  intrinsic  value  of  corn,  and  also  of  many  articles  which  are  at  present 
disposed  of  by  measure.  \ 

2671.  What  are  rfie  reports  to  which  you  refer? — The  reports  of  Forfarshire, 
Perthshire,  Inverness^hire,  Haddingtonshire,  Dumbartonshire,  Lanarkshire 
«id  Peebles-shire.  * 

2672.  Were  those  reports  made  by  individuals  unconnected  with  each  other^ 
<Hr  made  in  concert  with  any  body  of  individuals  who  undertook  to  draw  up  these 
county  reports  ? — They  were  made  up  separs^tely,  and  at  different  periods,  by 
per«)ns  who  had  no  communication  with  each  other. 

2673.  Are  they  agricultural  reports  ? — Agricultural  surveys  or  reports,  drawn 
up  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  soon  after  the  Board  was  formed  by  His 
Majesty's  Government.     They  are  so  old  as  1793 ;  40  years  old. 

2674.  Did  the  Board  of  Agriculture  take  any  steps  on  those  reports  to  intra* 
•duce  the  use  of  weight? — No;  I  do  not  apprehend  any  effectual  measures  have 
been  taken. 

2675.  Then  is  it  to  be  inferred  from  that,  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  dif- 
fered ^om  the  reports ;  or  that  the  public  generally,,  from  not  having  adopted 
the  suggestion,  d^red  from  the  reports ;  or  that  the  system  not  having  been 
introduced  has  arisen  simply  from  the  difficulties  of  overcoming  the  habits  of 
the  people  ? — I  apprehend  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  concurred  with  the 
reports ;  but  there  are  always  difficulties  in.  effecting  improvements. 

2676.  Have  they  expressed  their  opinion  in  favour  of  the  recommendation  of 
die  surveyors?— I  think  it  is  in  the  summary  afterwaids  drawn  up.  1  have  not 
perused  the  summary  for  that  purpose,  because  I  apprehended  that  it  was  pre- 
scribed by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  when  the  surveyors  were  appointed,  that 
they  should  direct  their  attention  to  that  subject  as  a  desirable  object.  I  may 
add  that  there  are  prejudices  against  any  new  system,  however  valuable  and 
meritorions  that  system  may  be. 

2677.  Do  you  think  that  weight  alone  should  be  prescribed  as  the  standard, 
or  that  weight  should  be  used  as  the  standard  of  quantity,  the  weight  per 
measure  being  employed  as  the  standard  or  test  of  quality  ? — Yes,  I  think  ab- 
solute weight  ought  to  be  the  standard  of  quantity :  and  the  comparative  weighty 
bulk  for  tibe  bulk  of  samples  of  wheat  or  other  grain,  is  the  best  indication  of 
quality. 

2678.  Do  you  regard  weight  as  being  more  or  less  accurate,  easy  and  ex- 
pensive, or  more  or  less  liable  to  fi-aud  or  litigation,  than  measure  ? — Weight  is 
far  more  accurate  than  measure,  and  less  liable  to  frauds  or  litigation.     And 
with  regard  to  expense,  the  apparatus  for  weighing  is  attended  with  less  expense  v 
than  well-constructed  bushels,  pecks  and  gallons. 

2679.  What  is  your  objection  to  the  use  of  measure  in  corn  ? — The  greater 
precision  in  favour  of  weight)  and  the  very  great  uncertainty  regarding  measure. 

2680.  Po  you  think  that  weighing  is  more  easy  than  measuring  ? — I  do.  not 
know  that  it  can  be  performed  with  greater  despatch ;  but  I  am  certain  it  is 
more  accurate. 

2681.  Which  is  employed  most  in  Glasgow,  weight  or  measure? — Weight  is 
most  employed  in  Glasgow,  in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  grain  brought 
from  Ireland. 

2682.  Why  does  that  make  them  adopt  weight  in  Glasgow  ?— Their  greatest 
traffic  is  in  water-borne  grain  j  and  the  general  principle  is,  that  water-borne 
^ain  is  bought  and  sold  by  weight. 

2683.  The  general  dealer  that  purchases  both  inland-borne  corn  and  water- 
borne  com^  that  is  English  and  foreign  corn,  how  would  he  sell  that  com  ? — 
His  common  practice  is  to  sell  very  much  in  the  way  he  makes  his  purchases. 

2684.  Who  are  the  persons  that  chiefly  use  weight  and  measure  ? — Farmers 
and  bakers  and  millers  use  weight  and  measure  combined.  . 

2685.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  they  use  it? — The  farmer  produces  a 
sample  to  the  buyer,  and  he  gives  assurance  that  the  stock  will  be  equal  to  the 
sample,  and  that  it  shall  be  a  certain  weight  per  bushel ;  suppose  wheat  60  or 
62  lbs.  weight  per  bushel.  He  carries  his  corn  to  market  after  the  bargain  is 
struck,  and  the  buyer  receives  the  delivery  either  in  measure  or  by  weight ; 
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John  WiUon,  Esq.   very  frequently  by  weight,  without  referring  to  measure,  excepting  to  prove  that 

the  contract  is  holding,  in  terms  of  their  first  agreement. 

19  June  1834.  2686.  That  is  the  general  custom  in  the  agricultural  districts  among  farmers? 

— A  very  common  custom  with  reference  to  wheat. 

2687.  Are  those  contracts  to  whicli  you  have  alluded  usually  expressed  in 
writing  or  verbally  ? — ^I'hey  are  commonly  verbal. 

2688.  Is  it  usual  when  com  is  delivered,  for  any  sale  ticket,  or  acknowledg- 
ment in  writing,  to  pass  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller  ? — No,  it  is  commoi^ 
a  ready-money  transaction ;  and  the  contract  is  so  speedily  finished,  and  the 
transaction  finally  ended,  that  no  after-dispute  can  arise. 

2689.  Are  the  markets  of  Glasgow,  Paisley  and  Lanark  sample  markets  or 
pitch  markets  ? — We  have,  properly  speaking,  no  com  market.     What  I  an^ 

*  stating  to  the  honourable  Members  of  the  Committee  is  in  reference  to  sales  by 
private  parties.  There  being  no  corn  market,  a  great  many  transactions  are 
settled  at  the  Exchange  of  the  city  of  Glasgow  by  small  samples. 

2690.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  inconvenience  arising  from  that  system  of 
selling  com,  the  system  of  bargaining  that  the  corn  shall  weigh  so  much  per 
bushel  ? — No,  I  have  not  heard  of  inconveniences.  There  appears  to  be  no 
inconvenience,  excepting  that  it  is  more  complicated  than  at  oDce  weighing 
out  the  grain,  as  all  other  commodities  of  dry  goods  are  weighed  out. 

2691.  Do  not  you  think  that  millers,  and  others  who  are  in  the  habit  of  pur- 
chasing corn,  would  object  to  make  any  large  purchase  of  corn  by  sample,  unless 
both  the  weight  and  the  measure  were  taken  into  consideration,  because  the 
weight  alone  would  not  be  expressive  of  the  quality  of  the  com.  A  cwt.  of 
wheat  would  express  notJiing ;  must  it  not  have  reference  to  some  measure  ? — 
Every  corn-factor  or  merchant  conversant  in  grain  knows,  by  handling  and 
by  inspection,  and  particularly  by  weighing  a  proper  sample,  the  quality  of  the 
grain.  I  have  already  said,  that  over  and  above  the  weighing,  the  handling 
and  inspecting  the  sample  appears  to  me  to  be  necessary,  unless  the  parties, 
corresponding  at  a  distance  have  very  full  confidence  in  each  other. 

2692.  But  the  less  confidence  they  had  in  each  other,  the  more  necessary  it 
would  appear  to  measure  as  well  as  weigh  the  corn? — Certainly;  the  more- 
necessary  to  send  a  sample  sufiiciently  large. 

2693.  Can  you  state  in  what  manner  the  quotations  are  made  in  the  districts> 
to  which  you  have  referred  ? — The  quotations  are  collected  by  grain  merchants^ 
or  by  clerks  of  markets,  or  by  clerks  in  the  city,  and*  published  in  prices  cur* 
rent,  and  are  very  readily  received  by  the  editors  of  newpapers  as  interesting 
matter  in  their  journals ;  but  I  do  not  know  the  detail  of  making  up  these* 
statements. 

2694.  Do  the  quotations  usually  express  the  measure  or  the  weight  of  the 
corn,  or  both  ? — In  the  city  of  Glasgow  they  usually  express  the  weight,  and: 
these  are  commonly  in  whole  numbers.   In  Glasgow  wheat  is  quoted  at  240  lbs., 
oats  at  264  lbs.,  and  barley  at  320  lbs. ;  and  prices^are  annexed  to  these  respec-. 
tive  quantities. 

2695.  Then  in  those  quotations  no  measure  whatever  is  expressed? — ^None 
expressed. 

2696.  Is  it  a  habit  of  the  farmers  in  those  districts  always  to  sell  tlieir  con^ 
in  the  same  markets  or  to  the  same  individuals,  or  do  they  not  sometimes  send, 
their  corn  to  more  distant  markets  if  they  think  that  any  advantage  will  accrue 
to  them  from  doing  so? — ^They  seldom  resort  to  a  distant  market^  and  by  a^ 
distant  market  I  mean  any  place  20  miles  distant  from  home ;  but  I  must  here* 
observe  that  the  farming  districts  with  which  I  am  best  acquainted  are  occu- 
pied by  small  farmers,  the  districts  being  more  manufacturing  districts  thant 
agricultural.  They  do  not  sell  to  the  same  individual  nor  in  the  same  mar-, 
kets,  but  in  general  the  markets  are  near  their  own  dwellings. 

2697.  But  if  their  transactions  are  so  near  home,  the  quotations  cannot  be  oi 
great^  use  to  them  in  guiding  them  as  to  when  and  where  they  shall  sell  theic 
corn  ? — In  guiding  theip  as  to  where  they  shall  sell  their  com,  the  quotations 
are  not  of  much  valu^  ;  but  in  guiding  them  as  to  the  time  or  period  for  eflecti 
ing  sales,  the  quotations  are  of  great  importance  in  directing  tneir  attention  to 
a  rising  or  a  falling  market. 

2698.  How  can  a  quotation  which  merely  declares  that  a  certain  weight  of 
corn  has  been  sold  for  a  certain  price,  be  of  any  use  to  the  farmer  as  indicating^ 
the  quality  of  the  corn  sold ;  if  480  lbs.  of  wheat  were  sold  for  50*.,  that  wouldr 
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not  tell  the  fanner  what  the  quality  of  the  wheat  sold  was,  because  there  might  /oAu  Wiison,  Esq, 
have  been  a  sudden  fall  in  the  market,  or  the  wheat  migl^t  have  been  damaged,  ' 

which  would  have  occasioned  the  fall  in  the  price  ?— The  supposition  of  all      19  June  1834. 
parties  is  that  the  grain  is  sound  ;  and  the  relative  proportions  between  weight 
and  measure  are  well  understood, 

2699.  Then  according  to  what  you  have  just  stated,  although  com  is  quoted 
as  weighing  so  much,  it  has  always  reference  to  a  certain  measure? — It  has 
reference  to  a  certain  measure,  although  that  measure  is  not  applied.  . 

2700.  Although  the  corn  is  not  actually  measured? — ^Yes,  although  the  corn 
is  not  actually  measured :  the  number  of  pounds  may  be  regarded  as  a  nominal 
six-bushel  measure,  or  a  nominal  four-bushel  me^ure,  or  a  nominal  quarter. 
The  quantities  quoted  in  a  price  current,  or  in  a  newspaper,  are  of  these  descrip- 
tions.  . 

2701.  What  is  the  reason  that  farmers,  in  selling  their  com  to  corn-factors  or 
to  millers,  sell  it  by  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — They  apprehend  that  when 
they  can  ensure  a  certain  weight  per  bushel  they  will  get  a  higher  price  ;  and  it 
is  a  common  transaction  between 'parties  to  give  an  additional  price  if  the  corn 
turn  out  of  greater  weig^ht  than  the  sample,  and  to  abate  from  the  price  if  it 
turn  out  less  than  the  sample,  so  that  it  is  counted  an  equitable  transaction  be- 
tween the  parties  to  make  the  one  depend  upon  the  other ;  to  make  the  weight 
and  measure  check  and  control  each  other. 

2702.  Do  you  yourself  not  consider  it  an  equitable  transaction? — I  consider 
it  a  very  equitable  transaction  ;  but  I  do  not  consider  it  as  simplifying  the  com- 
merce in  grain  in  the  waylt  ought  to  be.  • 

2703.  If  weight  should  be  prescribed  as  the  standard,  what  provisions,  in  your 
opinion,  should  the  enactment  contain  ? — When  the  matter  of  weight  is  brought 
under  public  regulation,  I  apprehend  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  resort  to  the 
present  numerous  and  cpmplicated  denominations  of  weight,  and  that  500  lbs. 
avoirdupois  migh't  be  the  best  nominal  quarter,  or  rather  not  exceeding  500, 
and  not  under  480 ;  my  reason  is,  that  the  one  eighth  of  either  of  these  quan- 
tities is  nearly  the  actual  weight  of  an  imperial  bushel  of  good  wheat.     The 

cwt.  of  112  lbs.,  and  the  ton  of  2,240  lbs.,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Weight  * 

and  Measure  Act  of  the  5th' of  George  the  4th  ;  and  the  stone  of  14  lbs.  is  abo- 
lished by  that  Act,  and  f  humbly  apprehend  ought  not  to  be  restored. 

2704.  Then  the  Committee  is  to  infer  that,  in  your  opinion,  those  weights  are 
illegal  ? — ^They  are  thus  far  legal,  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  interference  by 
courts  of  law  to  suppress  them,  and  they  are  in  daily  use. 

*  2705.  What  are  your  objections*to  those  weights,  the  stone  of  14  lbs.,  the  ' 

cwt.  of  1 12  lbs.,  and  the  ton  of  2,240  lbs.  ? — They  are  all  multiples  of  the  digit 
7>  which,  in  the  scale  of  numbers,  is  the  most  inconvenient  one  that  could  be 
selected,  because  it  does  not  admit  of  subdivisions  without  being  immediately 
involved  or  incumbered  with  fractions ;  whereas  the  numbers  8  or  10  are  far 
more  perfect  and  greatly  preferable,  if  a  stone  is  to  be  at  all  adopted  in  pur 
usual  mode  of  computation. 

2706.  Of  those  two  numbers,  8  and  10,  should  you  not  give  the  preference  to 
8,  from  its  easy  subdivision,  because  the  number  10  in  some  degree  partakes  of 
the  same  difficulties  as  the  number  7  ? — I  would  readily  adopt  the  number  8,  as 
the  more  perfect ;  but  10,  as  a  multiplier  and  divisor,  is  greatly  preferable  :  and 
here  my  answer  has  no  reference  to  the  adoption  of  decimal  aritnmetic  in  keep- 
ing accounts,  which  may  continue  as  formerly. 

-  2707.  Now,  if  weight  should  be  prescribed  as  the  standard,  what  provisions, 
in  your  opinion,  should  the  enactment  contain.^ — I  have  not, digested  in  my 
own  mind  thoroughly  what  ought  to  be  the  provisions  of  such  an  Act.  I  am  pro- 
bably by  no  means  a  competent  judge  on  such  a  subject;  but  the  greater  sim- 
plicity that  prevails  throughout,  there  must  be  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
community.  I  have  seen  the  draft  of  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  sale  of  corn, 
proposed  by  the  honourable  Chairman  of  this  Committee  last  year,  with  the 
provisions  of  which  I  was  very  well  satisfied. 

2708.  Could  you  make  any  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  that  Bill? — 
I  would  suggest  in  the  11th  section,  that  the  word  "  conversion*^  should  be  in- 
troduced as  expressing  more  explicitly  the  object ;  which  is,  to  ascertain  rents, 
&c.  payable  in  grain  in  Scotland :  and  I  apprehend  this  section  of  the  Act  is  of 
easy  application,  and  well  calculated  to  effect,  with  great  simplicity,  the  con- 
version of  grain  measures  into  nominal  bushels,  as  specified  in  schedule  A. 

0.36.  D  D  2709.  Are 
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John  Wikon,  Esq.       2709.  Are  you  aware  that  it  was  submitted  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  at 

Glasgow  ? — I  am  perfectly  aware  of  it,  because  a  paper  I  have  in  my  hand 

19  Jane  1834.  ^  chamber  of  commerce  paper),  bears  reference  to  the  questicm  now  put  by  the 
Chairman,  and  states  that  there  has  been  already  printed  and  circulated  the 
draft  of  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  sale  of  com  by  avcnrdupois  weight  tiiroughout 
the  kingdom ;  and  therefore  it  has  been  perused  by  the  chamber. 

2710.  Do  you-  think  that  it  was  generally  approved  of  by  them? — I  think 
it  was. 

271 1.  'fhen  in  the  approbation  which  you  have  expressed  of  that  Bill,  do  you 
think  you  are  speaking  the  sentiments  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  at  Glasgow  ? 
-^Yes,  I  am  speaking  theii^ntiments  fully,  if  it  goes  to  the  actual  weighing  of 
corn ;  for  the  chamber  are  of  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  com  and  goods  by 
dry  measure  ought  to  be  ascertained  by  weight. 

2712.  Do  you  think  that  the  scale  as  fixed  in  the  draft  of  that  Bill  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  chamber  of  commerce  ? — I  do  not  think  the  chamber  entered 
very  deliberately  upon  that  point ;  but  I  apprehend  that  it  is  so  near  the  average 
weights  per  bushel,  as  given  by  the  sherifl&  in  the  counties  surrounding  Glasgow, 
that  it  will  readily  be  approved  of  by  the  chamber,  and  by  public  bocties. 

2713.  Are  there  any  articles  other  than  those  specified  in  schedule  A.  of  the 
draft  of  that  Bill,  which  you  think  could  conveniently  be  sold  by  the  same 
method ;  potatoes,  for  instance  ? — Potatoes,  most  certainly ;  and  roots  of  diflfer- 
ent  kinds,  such  as  carrots,  tumips,  onions,  &c. ;  also  fruits,  such  as  apples, 
pears,  &c. 

2714.  Have  yotf  seen  an  article  in  the  Edinburgh  Agricultural  Magazine 
referring  to  that  Bill? — I  have  seen  it;  and  I  do  not  consider  it  a  fair 
statement. 

2715.  Will  you  staj;e  in  what  you  dissent  from  the  opinions  expressed  in  that 
article? — I  differ  from  them,  as  I  have  already  stated,  that  absolute  weight 
should  fix  the  quantity ;  and  the  qudity  is  proved  by  the  weight  of  the  sample, 
according  to  a  given  measure. 

2716.  But  you  would  prove  the  sample  by  the  weight  per  measure,  would 
•            you  not  ? — Yes. 

2717.  But  that  is  what  has  been  termed  a  combined  system  of  weight  and 
measure  ? — It  is.  AH  I  have  been  saying  is,  in  some  'degree,  a  combined  sys- 
tem of  weight  and  measure;  but  it  is  not  actually  applying  measure  to  ascer- 
tain the  quantity,  but  it  is  applying  weight  to  ascertain  the  qtumtity, 

2718.  Have  you  seen  an  instrument  called  a  chondrometer  ? — No,  I  have  not 
^                       seen  the  instrument  • 

2719.  You  have  heard  of  it? — Yes. 

2720.  You  are  aware  that,  in  testing  com  by  that  machine,  both  measure  and 
weight  are  used  ? — Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that ;  and  the  ordinary  practice  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  wheat,  in  the  parts  of  the  country  where  I  am  acquainted,  is  to 
enter  into  a  contract  that  the  wheat  delivered  shall  amount  to  a  certain  weight 
per  bushel.  The  buyer,  to  satisfy  himself,  ascertains  the  weight  of  a  bushel  by 
actual  measurement,  by  actually  measuring  and  weighing;  but  the  cargo  is 
commonly  delivered  without  having  recourse  to  measuring  every  sack,  the  pur- 
chaser being  satisfied  if  he  got  the  whole  weight,  without  descending  to  the 

•     detail  of  measurement 

2721.  Do  you  know  what  portion  of  the  bulk  it  is  usual  to  measure  when  the 
whole  is  sold  by  weight  ? — A  single  bushel  may  suffice. 

2722.  For  instance,  supposing  1,000  quarters  were  put  into  the  granary  of 
a  miller,  do  you  think  he  would  be  satisfied  with  measuring  a  single  bushel,  and 
weighing  the  whole? — No,  he  will  occasionally,  in  the  course  of  the  delivery, 
recur  again  to  the  bushel,  to  detect  any  fraud  that  may  be  attempted ;  if  he 
finds  things  going  on  well,  he  will  be  the  less  scrupulous  in  receiving  the  rest  of 
the  jcargo. 

2723.  What  do  you  mean  by  things  going  on  well? — I  ixeed  not^'^have 
expressed  it  so :  if  he  finds  the  seller  adhering  to  his  contract 

2724.  What  is  there*  in  the  appearance  of  the  com  that  would  lead  the  buyer 
to  suppose  that  any  attempt  at  fraud  had  been  made,  or  that  the  seller  was  not 
adhering  to  his  contract? — ^I  merely  state  the  recurrence  to  measuring  a  single 
bushel  occasionally,  as  a  method  of  finding  out  that  the* quality  is  the  same 
throughout. 

«  2725.  But  when  the  purchaser  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  quality  is  the 
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same  throughout,  he  will  UQt  have  recourse  to  measure  more  frequently;  but  JohnfFiUon,  Esq 

when  he  does  see  reason  to  doubt,  then  he  will  measure  a  greater  number  of      

bushels  ? — Of  course.  19  June  1834. 

2726.  Now  the  Committee  wish  to  know  what  there  would  be  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  com  to  make  him  doubt  that  the  quality  of  certain  parts  of  the 
com  was  inferior  to  other  parts  ? — I  have  already  mentioned  weight.  I  consider 
weight  per  bushel  to  be  the  paramount  test. 

2727.  That  is  the  test,  but  what  is  the  reason  of  his  applying  the  test  J — 
Merely  apprehending  that  he  was  getting  inferior  com. 

2728.  What  should  make  him  apprehend  that? — I  do  not  know  any  reason 
why  he  should  apprehend  it.  I  know  this  :  where  there  is  fair  dealing  between 
the  parties,  the  price  is  augmented  if  the  delivery  turns  out  heavier  than  was  ap- 
prehended, and  if  it  turns  out  less  the  seller  suffers  accordingly  ;  the  seller  must 
make  an  abatement  accordingly.    In  short,  the  cargo  is  ascertained  by  the  weight. 

2729.  What  is  there  that  makes  the  purchaser  suppose  there  is  any  attempt 
at  fraud? — I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  suspicion  of  fraud  ;  but  parties 
occasionally  recur  to  measure  to  satisfy  any  doubts  that  might  arise. 

2730.  Then  although  you  would  recommend  a  system  of  absolute  weight, 
you  would  not  do  away  with  the  use  of  measure  as  a  t^t  ? — No. 

2731.  Cannot  the  quality  of  corn  be  ascertained  with  sufficient  correctness 
by  experienced  persons  by  examination,  without  reference  to  weight  ? — No  ; 
I  apprehend  it  cannot  be  done  so  perfectly  without  reference  to  weight.  I  be- 
lieve I  have  already  expressed  that  corn-factors  or  persons  conversant  in  grain, 
by  inspection  and  by  handling,  can  form  some  judgment  of  the  quality  of  corns ; 

.  but  I  have  already  said  that  it  is  chiefly  by  weighing  as  a  test. 

2732.  You  think  that  even  the  most  experienced  persons  will  sometimes  have 
recourse  to  weighing  a  certain  measure  as  a  test  ? — Very  frequently.  4 

2733-  Should  you  see  any  objection  to  making  the  quotations  or  prices  current 
express  the  weight  per  measure  of  the  corn  sold  ;  not  merely,  (as  now  in  most 
parts  of  England,)  expressing  the  measure  and  the  price,  or  as  you  have  stated 
at  Glasgow,  the  weight  and  the  price ;  but  the  weight  per  measure  and  the  price, 
or  the  measure  per  weight  and  the  price  ? — Instead  of  objection,  I  think  it  is 
highly  to  be  approved  ;  for  this  reason,  that  it  not  only  gives  an  indication  of 
the  quality  but  also  of  the  state  of  tthe  market :  whereas  without  combining 
weight  and  measure  there  can  be  no  tme  indication  of  the  state  of  the  market.  ^ 

2734.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  have  a  combined  sys- 
tem of  selling  by  weight  and  measure,  which  would  not  .do  violence  to  estab- 
lished customs*  for  instance,  that  where  (as  at  Glasgow)  the  ^  com  is  now 
wholly  weighed,  It  should  continue  to  be  so  weighed,  but  be  also  partially 
measured ;  and  where  (as  in  many  parts  of  England)  00m  is  chiefly  sold  by 
measure,  it  should  continue  to  be  sold  by  measure,  but  also  be  partially 
weighed  ;  so  that  in  both  cases  the  weight  per  measure  would  form  a  common 
denominator  ?— I  think  there  is  nothing  incompatible  in  assimilating  the  two  in 
that  manner.     Either  may  be  adopted  :  weight,  however,  is  to  be  preferred  as 

the  principal  ingredient ;  for  when  the  corn  sold  is  wholly  weighed,  there  must  ^ 

be  greater  precision  than  by  measure. 

2735.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  any  other  parts  of  Scotland  ? 
— Only  by  pemsing  the  prices  current  and  the  reports  of  sheriffs  of  counties, 
contained  in  the  returns  now  in  my  hand,  which  I  apprehend  are  very  faithful 
documents. 

2736.  Do  you  think  that  the  persons  who  made  those  returns  are,  generally 
speaking,  intelligent  persons ;  persons  fully  competent  to  give  information  to 
the  public  ? — I  think,  upon  perusing  these  returns,  that  they  either  were  fully 
competent  themselves,  or  have  had  recourse  to  very  correct  information  ;  but 
they  are'  in  c^eneral  well  acquainted  with  traffic  in  grain,  because  the  annual 
..eV  »f  a-eir  respeotiyelountie,,  called>r.  of  lorn,  are  fi«d  .t  courts  at 
which  they  preside. 

2737.  Does  the  sheriff^s  substitute  ever  preside? — The  sheriff's  substitute 
presides,  because  the  sheriff  depute  is  commonly  resident  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  a  law  practitioner  at  the  supreme  courts. 

2738.  Should  you  not  say  that,  generally  speaking,  the  persons  who  make 
those  returns  are  a  more  intelligent  class  than  those  who  make  similar  returns  in 
England  ? — I  think  they  are. 

2739.  Have  you  any  other  authorities  besides  those  you  have  already  referred 

D  D  2  to. 
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« 

'John  Wusom,  Esq.  to,  for  the  use  of  weight  instead  of  measure  ?— .  Dr.  Clark,  professor  of  chemistry 

— — i— —      in  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  published  an  article  on  weights  and  measures, 

19  Jane  1834,     and  he  has  stated  that  weight  is  already  adopted  in  several  principal  markets; 

and  the  honourable  Members  of  this  Committee,  by  perusing  a  single  page  of 

the  article  inserted  by  him  in  the  Westminster  Review,  will  find  the  following 

passage : 

''  In  com  measures  great  obstacles  exist  towards  attaining  uniforaiity.  Of  these,  not  the 
''  least  is,  that  farmers,  who  use  such  measures,  are  spread  widely  over  the  country,  and  are 
**  ifluch  less  under  the  observation  and  control  of  authority  than  the  persons  who  use  liquid 
<'  measures;  such  as  wine  merchants,  brewers  or  publicans,  who  ace  to  be  found  chiefly  about 
'^  towns,  and  under  the  eye  of  the  Excise.  But,  of  late  years,  another  difficulty,  still  more 
*'  fundamental,  has  arisen, by  corn  being  sold  sometimes  by  measure  and  sometimes  by  weight. 
"  In  Ireland  the  only  legal  method  is  by  weight.  In  some  of  the  principal  markets  in  England 
*^  the  same  method  has  been  adopted ;  and  in  Glasgow  and  other  markets  in  Scotland  it  is 
''  also  used.  Even  Government  contracts  are  now  made  by  this  method,  and  the  use  of  it  is^ 
*'  spreading.  Pratctical  men,  who  have  had  experience  of  both  methods,  we  have  heard  to 
''  give  a  decided  preference  to  dealing  by  weight.  Sleight,  which  it  is  well  known  may  cause 
'^  considerable  difference  in  the  measure  of  corn,  can  hardly  affect  weight.  Besides,  grain 
*'  sold  by  weight  varies  much  less  in  price  than  when  sold  by  measure ;  for  the  cheaper  com 
**  is  by  the  weight,  the  lighter  it  is  by  the  measure,  and  consequently,  whatever  difference 
"  in  price  there  is  by  the  weight,  that  difference  will  become  still  greater  by  the  measure. 
'*  To  effect  uniformity,  either  the  method  of  measuring  or  the  method  of  weighing  must  be 
*'  adopted.  By  the  method  of  measuring,  the  hqpe  of  ever  attaining  uniformity  must,  we 
^*  fear,  be  abandoned.  But  the  method  ot  weighing,  which,  solely  on  account  of  its  practical 
*'  advantages,  has  been  adopted  in  Wakefield,  m  Manchester,  in  Liverpool,  and  in  Ulasgow, 
*'  and  which  has  entirely  superseded  the  method  of  measuring  in  Ireland,  cannot  be  inconve- 
*^  nient  or  impracticable  in  any  part  of  England  or  of  Scotland.  But  to  show  that  the  method 
^*  of  weighing  for  grain,  as  it  is  now  rising  up,  has  in  it  the  elements  of  diversity,  because 
''  subjected  to  no  public  regulation,  we  may  quote  the  quantities  of  wheat,  of  oats,  and  of 
^       ''  barley,  which  in  a  few  of  the  markets  where  weight  is  used,  are  reckoned  a  quarter: 

Wheat:  Oats:  Barlej: 

''Birmingham  -  -  496  lbs.  -  -  -    -    312  lbs.    -    -    -    per  measure. 

'*  Manchester  -  -  560  lbs.  -  -  -    -    360  lbs.    -    -    -    -    480  lbs. 

"  Glasgow     -  -  -  480  lbs.  -»  -  -    -    528  lbs.    -    -    -    -     640  lbs. 

"  Malton  -    -  -  -  560  lbs.  -  -      per  stone  of  14  lbs.     -    -    448  lbs. 

"Wakefield   -  -  -  480  lbs.  -  -  -    -    ditto. 664  lbs. 

"  If  the  ton  were  2,000  lbs.,  the  most  eligible  standard  for  selling  corn  would  be  that 
*'  weight,  or  500  lbs,  its  quarter,  or  100  lbs.  its  twentieth.  In  the  sale  of  corn,  then,  we  con- 
"  ceive  that  uniformity  is  to  be  sought  by  withdrawing  from  it  the  use  of  measure,  and,  in  its 
"  stead,  using  weight  of  the  same  standard  as  used  for  other  commodities.  Measures  of 
'^  capacity  would  be  thus  confined  in  their  use  to  liquids." 

2740.  Then  the  Committee  collect  from  the  evidence  you  Irave  given,  that 
although  yoil  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  system  of  weight 
rather  than  of  measure  as  a  test  of  quantity,  that  you  have  no  objection  to  the 
addition  of  measure  in  cases  where  it  is  agreeable  to  parties  making  a  'bargain 
in  corn  to  use  it  ;*  and  that  you  think  that  there  would  be  no  objection  to  quo- 

«  tations  expressing  the  weight  per  measure  ? — ^There  would  be  no  objection,  and  • 

there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection,  for  it  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the 

f  resent  system.     The  selling  by  weight,  or  by  weight  and  measure  combined, 
apprehend  will  tend  greatly  to  improve  the  quality  of  grain,  and  to  advance 
the  interests  of  agriculture. 

2741.  Do  you  think  that  you  should  be  equally  favourable  to  weight  as  a  test 
of  quantity,  supposing  that  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  did  not  prevail  in 
Ireland,  from  where,  I  believe,  you  draw  the  greatest  part  of  your  supplies? — 
I  would  still  be  favourably  to  selling  by  weight,  because  I  apprehend  there  is 
greater  certainty  in  ascertaining  the  quantity  delivered  than  by  measure  ;  for 
there  is  a  slejght  of  hand  in  measuring,  creating  deception,  which  cannot  exist 
in  weighing. 

2742.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  no  deception  in  weighing ;  is  there  not  the 
^    turn  of  the  scale,  for  instance  ?-r-There  may  be  that  ajad  other  deceptions  :  but 

the  remedy  is  more  obvious  in  weighing  than  in  measuring. 

2743-  How  so? — Because  transposing  the  weights  used  and  the  quantity 
weighed  to  opposite  ends  of  the  beam  will  detect  intended  fraud. 

2744.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  skilful  persons  who  are  accustomed  to  buy  by 
weight,  having  reference  to  a  particular  state  of  the  atmosphere  ?— Yes,  in  such 
a  bulky  commodity  as  a  load  of  hay  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  may  operate  ;  but 
in  weighing  grain  in  a  granary,  or  on  a  barn-floor,  the  effect  will  be  very  slight. 

2745.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make? — No,  none. 
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Luna  J  23"^  die  Junii^  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


William  Jacobs  Esq.  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

2746.  YOU  are  Comptroller  of  the  Corn  Returns? — Yes,  I  am. 

2747.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  what  instructions  have  been  given,  from  time  to  mi/iam  Jacob,  Esq. 

time,  to  the  inspectors  for  taking  the  avierages,  since  the  present  corn  law  has  •   

been  in  operation? — There  have  been  never  any  regular  instructions  given.      23  June  1834. 

I  once  wrote  a  circular  letter,  to  stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  inspectors  in  the 
county^,  which  was  of  course  sent  to  all  of  them;  and  tljis  is  a, copy  of  it. 
These  are  the  only  general  instructions ;  but  whenever  there  is  any  alteration  in 
the  law,  we  send  them  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  if  they  have  doubts  as  to  a  par- 
ticular part,  they  write  to  me  :  I  refer  the  case  to  the  consideration  of  the  law 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  his  opinion  I  communicate  to  the  respective 
inspectors  who  desire  to  have  instructions. 

(Circular.) 
Sir,  Com  Department,  Board  of  Trade,  30th  March  1829. 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Coancil  for  Trade,  having  had  various  representa- 
tions made  to  them,  stating  that  suspicions  have  been  created  of  the  returns  of  corn  pur- 
chased in  several  markets  having  been  made  in  a  very  imperfect  and  deficient  manner,  and 
their  liordships  being  anxious  that  the  law  should  be  complied  with  to  the  utmost  extent, 
have  directed  me  to  desire  that  you  will  take  particular  care  not  merely  to  receive  such 
returns  as  are  voluntarily  made,  but  to  give  due  notice  to  all  persons  who  you  have  reason 
to  think  do  buy  corn  in  your  market,  to  make  the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  Act  (9  Geo.  4, 
c.  60),  and  to  make  due  and  full  returns  of  all  quantities  of  com  purchased  by  them. 

And  I  am  further  directed  to  desire  that  you  will  exercise  all  possible  diligence  to  discover 
any  offences  against  the  law,  whether  arising  from  negUgence,  or  from  fraudulent  intentions ; 
and  in  any  case  wherein  you  can  obtain  evidence,  you  must  summon  the  parties  before  the 
magistrates,  that  the  several  penalties  incurred  may  be  levied  on  the  offenders. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
Wm.  Jacob, 

To  the  Inspector  of  Corn  Returns.  Comptroller  of  Corn  Returns. 

At  the  time  I  wrote  that  letter  I  personally  very  much  disapproved  of  it,  but  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald,  had  received  a  great 
many  complaints  from  some  people  in  Ireland,  respecting  the  irregularity  of  the 
returns  of  corn  from  Liverpool,  and  he  desired  me  to  frame  a  letter  stimulating 
them.     I  did  so,  but  I  think  it  did  not  stiniulate  them. 

2748.  To  stimulate  them  to  what? — To  more  exertions  in  obtaining  Correct 
returns.  I  believe  it  rather  stimulated  them  to  harass  people  who  were  guilty  of, 
or  Aiade  clerical  errors  in  their  returns,  and  many  prosecutions  .were  entered 
into,  contrary  to  the  wish  tf  myself  or  the  Government,  on  very  frivolous  pre- 
tences, and  in  some  instances  it  was  made  an  implement  of  oppression,  particu- 
larly on  some  of  the  small  farmers. 

2749.  In  what  way? — In  ^ome  cases,  in  one  case  particularly,  the  inspector 
soon  after  that  summoned  a  man  for  not  making  a  proper  return  ;  this  man  w^as 
a  miller,  living  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  town  ;  buying  nothing  but 
•wheat,  he  made  out  his  return,  **  about  so  many  quarters,  so  much,"  and  signed 
his  name  and  date,  but^mitted  the  word  "  wheat  ;'*  the  inspector  knew  what  he 
meant,  he  bought  nothing  else,  and  in  his  return  to  me  he  included  this  indi- 
vidual return  under  the  head  of  '*  wheat  ;'*  but  he  prosecuted  the  man,  and  had 
him  fined  6  /.  13  s.  4  d.;  a  mitigated  penalty. 

2750.  Under  what  Act  was  the  prosection  instituted  ? — Under  the  Corn  Act 
of  1828,  the  existing  law. 

2751.  Will  you  st^te  for  what  reasons  you  disapproved  of  the  letter  at  the 
time  it  was  written  ? — Because  I  thought  it  would  stimulate  the  avarice  of  the 
inspectors,  who  would  receive  the  penalties,  and  that  it  might  be  made  the 
instrunient  of  oppression  on  individuals.  In  a  particular  case  I  find,  after  a 
good  deal  of  examination,  that  an  inspector,  wl^ose  salary  was  40  /.  a  year,  had 
been  making  200/.  a  year  by  trifling  prosecutions,  none  of  which  could  be  with 
any  design  to  influence  the  average.  In  consequence  of  my  representation  to 
the  magistrates  the  man  was  dismissed. 

2752.  Should  you  say  that,  generally  speaking,  the  insp^tors  of  corn  returns 
were  persons  fully  competent,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  corn  trade,  to  make 
proper  returns  ? — I  believe  that  in  every  case  they  are  tolerably  competent. 
Their  salary  is  very  small ;  it  cannot  be  expected  men  of  very  high  qualification^ 

0.36.  '  D  i>  3  will  ^  ^ 
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WiUUm  Jacobs  Esq. 
d3  June  1834* 


will  undertake  it ;  and  many  of  them  have  no  skill  at  all  in  com.  Their  busi- 
ness  is  to  receive  the  returns,  reduce  them  into  imperial  measure,  and  transmit 
them  to  me. 

2753.  What  method  have  you  of  ascertaining  if  those  returns  are  correctly 
made  or  not? — I  have  no  check  at  all  upon  them,  except  by  comparing  the 
prices  of  one  town  with  the  price  of  the  neighbouring  towns.  If  I  see  a  dis- 
crepancy, for  instance,  between  the  price  of  the  markets  of  Leeds  and  Sheffield, 
I  should  immediately  institute  an  inquiry  by  directing  the  inspector  to  send  up 
to  me  the  whole  of  the  returns  that  liave  been  made  to  him  in  the  preceding 
week  ;  and  I  should  by  that  means,  and  by  getting  the  returns  from  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  trick  played  to 
affect  the  averages! 

2754.  Will  you  state  in  what  manner  the  averages  are  now  taken  ? — They 
are  now  taken  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  com  inspector 
attends  on  each  market  day  to  receive  the  returns  of  the  different  purchasers  of 
com ;  he  receives  them  and  delivers  them  to  me.  Those  dealers  must  previ- 
ously make  a  declaration  that  they  will  give  a  true  account  of  all  they  purchase 
in  the  market,  and  they  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  10/.  for  not  so  returning. 

2  755*  I'he  declaration  is  made  upon  oath,  is  it  ? — It  is  not  made  oo  oath» 

2756.  If  the  inspector  discovers  that  a  dealer  in  corn  has  made  to  him  a 
false  return,  he  can  cause  a  penalty  of  20/.  to  be  inflicted  upon  him? — Yes, 
which  may  be  mitigated  to  one  third,  6  /.  13  s.  4id.\  in  all  the  cases  I  have 
known,  they  have  been  so  mitigated. 

2757.  But  do  you  not  think,  considering  the  class  of  persons  the  inspectors 
are,  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  any  inspector  substantiating  a  charge 
against  a  powerful  and  wealthy  dealer  in  com  ? — That  would  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  complaint.  I  could  bring  to  this  Committee  a  list  of  all  the 
people  summoned  by  the  man  to  whom  I  have  before  alluded,  in  the  course 
of  two  years ;  there  you  will  see  how  many  were  convicted,  and  how  many 
acquitted  ;  of  course  I  know  nothing  of  the  evidence. 

2758.  Did  you  often  hear  of  complaints  being  made  by  the  inspectors  } — ^No, 
not  by  the  inspectors,  by  people  who  have  been  prosecuted  by  the  inspectors; 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  directed  me,  in  such  cases,  to  write  to  the  inspector, 
and  report  the  nature  of  the  case  before  he  commenced  a  prosecution. 

2759*  When  did  the  Board  of  Trade  give  those  directions  to  you? — I  do  not 
recollect  exactly  J  it  was  in  conversation. 

2760.  How  long  ago? — Within  these  two  years;  since  Lord  Auckland's 
appointment. 

^  2761.  Previously  to  those  directions  being  given,  do  you  think  that  prosecu- 
tions were  frequently  instituted  against  persons  for  nuking  false  returns  ? — I  can 
hardly  give  an  answer  to  that ;  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  accounts ;  they  are 
not  transmitted  to  me  unless  under  peculiar  circumstances  that  I  require  them. 

2762.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  were  not  aware  of  all  the  prosecufions 
that  took  place  ?— Certainly ;  I  was  not  aware  of  one  fifth  of  them. 

2763.  Nor,  of  course,  the  Board  of  Trade? — No,  of  course  not. 

2764.  Now  your  former  answer  with  regard  to  the  averages,  went  no  farther 
than  stating  in  what  manner  the  returns  were  made  to  the  inspectors ;  will  you 
be  kind  enough  to  continue  that  statement? — The  inspectors  converted  the 
measure  in  which  the  corn  is  purchased  into  imperial  measure,  and  sent  me  the 
result  in  the  forms  which  I  have  brought. 

Corn  Exchange,  London. 
An  Account  of  the  Quantities  and  Prices  of  British  Corn,  sold  in  the  London  Market,  (from 
the   Returns  delivered  to  the   Inspector,  by  Comfactors  and  others,)  during  the   Week  ending 
Tucidtty  10th  June  1834.        .  . 


Total  Qaarten, 

A»er«ge  Price  per 

luiperiai  Measure. 

Quarier. 

9 

£.     t.      d. 

£.      ».      d. 

Wheat    .        . 

.    Wheat. 

Barley    - 

-    Barley. 

Oats     • . 

-    Oats. 

Rye 

• 

.    Rye. 

Beans     - 

•    Beans. 

Peas 

.    Peas. 

(signed) 


Inspector  of  Corn  Returns. 
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Inspector's  Weekly  Corn  Return. 


County  of  Town  of  Tuesday  183 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  and  Prices  of  British  Corn  sold  in  this  Market,  from  the 
Returns  delivered  to  the  Inspector  by  the  Dealers,  in  the  Week  ended  Saturday  last, 
computed  by  the  Standard  Imperial  Measure  of  Eight  Galloqs  to  the  Bushel. 


WUliamJacob.Eaq. 
S3  June  1834. 


Total  Quantities, 
Imperiai  MeMore. 

Tatel  Amoant. 

Price  per  Quarter, 
Imperial  Measure. 

Wheat  -     •  - 

Qrs.      Bush. 

£•    5.    d* 

• 

£.    $.    d. 

-    Wheat 

Barley  -        -        . 

-    Barley. 

Oats      -        -        - 

-    Oats. 

Rye       -        -        - 

-    Rye. 

Beans    -        -        - 

• 

-    Beans. 

Peas      -        -        . 

-    Peas. 

The  above  Return  o{  British  Com  is  computed  by  the  Imperial  Measure.    The  quantities 

an4  amount  of  each  article  have  heexi  carefrdly  examined  and  compared  with  the  Entries  of 

'all  the  Sales  delivered  to  me  by  the  dealers  in  the  course  of  the  week,  and  the  average  of 

each  article  is  computed  agreeably  to  the  mode  directed  by  the   Comptroller  of  Uom 

Returns.  * 

___  Inspector. 

2765.  It  appears  there  that  all  the  returns  are  made  to  you  by  the  imperial 
measure? — Yes. 

2766.  Now  if  the  corn  is  returned  to  the  inspectors  in  weight  alone,  which  it 
is  stated  sometimes  happens,  what  method  have  they  for  rendering  the  com  sold 
in  that  manner  into  the  imperial  measure  ? — By  a  scale  which  is  established  by 
law. 

2767.  Suppose  corn  to  be  sold  by  the  Winchester  measure,  what  method  have 
the  inspectors  for  rendering  the  quantity  so  sold  into  the  imperial  measure  ? — • 
They  are  ordered  to  deduct  one  part  in  33,  or  to  add  one  part  in  32.  That  is 
not  strictly  accurate,  it  is  as  near  as  we  can  come ;  it  is  impossible  to  come  to 
greater  accuracy  than  that  without  introducing  decimals  ;  and  as  I  am  satisfied 
not  one  inspector  in  ten  understands  decimal  fractions,  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
trust  to  them,  as  we  should  have  had  continual  blunders  and  mistakes.— [7%e 
Witness  quoted  from  Dr.  .Kelly]. 

2768.  Supposing  the  corn,  instead  of  being  sold  by  the  Winchester  measure, 
*is  sold  by  the  windle  or  the  boll,  or  any  other  measure  not  recognized  by 
the  law ;  do  you  not  think  that  the  inspector  will  have  some  difficulty  in  ren- 
dering the  measure  into  the  imperial  bushel  ? — I  believe  that  wherever  there  are 
inspectors,  it  being  a  large  market-town,  there  is  some  recognized  and  well- 
known  measure,  which  is  easily  convertible  into  imperial  measure  :  those  mea- 
sures mentioned  in  the  questions  are  local. 

2769.  By  referring  to  the  return  of  the  inspector  of  Preston,  it  would  appear 
that  it  requires  sometimes  rather  a  long  computation  to  arrive  at  the  truth ;  now 
it  might  not  unfrequently  happen  that  an  mspector,  not  so  competent  as  the 
inspector  of  Preston,  might  be  required  to.  make  a  similar  return,  and  in  that 
case  considerable  errors  might  take  place  in  the  returns  made  to  you  ? — Not 
considerable,  nor  errors  that  would  have  any  influence  at  all  on  the  averages, 
because  it  would  be  in  places  where  ther||^  but  a  very  small  market ;  besides, 
at  Preston,  it  appears  the  windle  is  a  dismict  weight  of  220  lbs. ;  it  is  no  more 
difficulty  to  take  220  lbs.  in  bushels  than  it  is  240  lbs.;  it  requires  no  knowledge 
of  algebra  nor  decimals,  nothing  but  common  arithmetic. 

2770.  But  it  not  unfrequentfy  happens  that  corn  is  sold  by  a  great  variety  of 
weights  and  measures  in  the  same  market ;  the  inspector  would  have  to  render 
all  those  different  weights  and  measures  into  the  same  imperial  bushel ;  and  in 
that  case  he  would  have  considerable  difficulty  io  so  doin^? — He  might,  if 
there  be  such  a  case ;  I  never  heard  of  one  j  of  course  the  difficulty  never  came 
to  me  from  the  inspector. 

0.36.  n  D  4  2771.  You 
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mmamJacob,lE£<{*      277 1.  You  never  heard  of  corn  being  sold  by  a  great  variety  of  weights  and 

measures  ? — Never. 

Q3  June  1834.         2772.  Have  you  looked  over  the  returns  from  the  com  inspectors  ?— Yes, 
I  have. 

•  2773.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  refer  to  the  return  from  Bristol  ? — I  see,  by 
this  return,  that  all  the  jveights  are  definite  weights,  which  are  easily  converted, 
by  common  arithmetic,  into  bushels. 

2774.  If  they  are  so  easily  converted,  what  is  the  reason  of  the  opinion  given 
by  the  inspector  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  it  gives  him  a  little  more  trouble 
than  he  otherwise  would  have ;  there  is  no  diflSculty  in  it ;  there  may  be  more 
labour. 

2775.  You  said  something  just  now  about  tricks  to  affect  the  averages ;  what 
tricks  do  you  allude  to? — In  the  first  place,  1  beg  to  say  I  believe,  under  the 
present  system,  there  have  been  no  tricks  to  affect  the  average  since  the  existing 

0  Act  passed,  but  one,  and  that  in  the  insignificant  article  of  rye.  I  believe  that, 
with  that  exception,  since  the  present  Act  passed^  there  have  been  no  attempts 
by  fraudulent  or  fictitiqus  means  to  raise  or  depress  the  averages.  • 

2776.  What  was  the  case  to  which  you  refer? — I  had  reason  to  believe  that 
certain  persons  had  agreed  together  to  make  fictitious  sales  of  British  rye  at 
higher  prices  than  British  rye  was  worth,  and  that  they  did  it  with  the  intention 
of  raising  the  price  so  high  as  to  admit  foreign  rye  at  the  low  duty.  I  soon  got 
suspicion  of  it,  and  stopped  the  proceeding  by  expunging  their  returns.  They 
were  the  sellers  who  made  the  returns  to  the  inspectors ;  I  expunged  them,  and 
they  did  not  attain  their  object.  It  was  intended  to  prosecute  them  :  I  con- 
suited  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-generals,  and  collected  all  the  evidence  of 
the  facts ;  and  upon  the  examination  of  the  evidence,  though  they  were  perfectly 
satisfied  a  fraud  had  been  attempted,  yet  they,  with  the  wisdom  which  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  have  always  exercised,  thinking  themselves  not  sure  of  a 
.verdict,  would  not  go  on  with  thft  prosecution.  In  fact,  it  is  not  •the  interest  of 
any  dealers  in  corn  now  to  play  fraudulent  tricks ;  the  alteration  of  the  law 
has  not  made  the  attainable  object  worth  the  expense.  I  think  they  could  not 
affect  it  more  than  a  shilUng ;  it  is  impossible  to  escape  my  notice. 

2777.  The  return  from  the  Corn  Exchange  is  different  from  the  other 
return;  why  is  that? — Because  of  the  inspector;  it  is  strictly  according  to 
law ;  the  inspector  chooses  to  use  his  own  form  instead  of  having  the  form  from 
the  office. 

2778.  The  inspector  may  use  any  form  he  pleases? — The  form  is  prescribed 
by  law.  The  inspector  of  London  nas  a  larger  salary,  and  it  is  a  more  important 
office.  I  have  no  control  over  the  inspectors ;  I  cannot  turn  them  out,  I  can 
only  stop  their  pay  when  they  make  blunders. 

2779*  By  whom  are  they  appointed? — By  the  magistrates  of  the  quarter 
session ;  that  is  as  good  a  way  as  any  other. 

2780.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  inspectors  of  seven  different  places  take  their 
averages  in  a  different  manner ;  is  that  so  ? — I  know  of  no  such  practice. 

2781.  How  many  markets  in  the  kingdom  do  not  make  returns? — I  cannot 
exactly  ascertain,  but  about  720.  I  have  taken  them  from  Capper's  Topography 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

2782.  Your  answer  applies  to  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom?— No, 
England  only. 

2783.  Can  you  state  the  number  in  each  county  that  do,  and  the  number 
that  do  not  make  returns  ? — No ;  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  number  that 
I  have  given  you ;  I  took  it  only  from  a  printed  book,  the  author  of  which 
could  not  know  if  some  of  those  markets  were  not  disused  entirely,,  or  new 
markets  exist.     These  are  the  towns  that  make  the  returns  [producing  a  Usf.] 

2784.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  acMtntageous  if  returns  were  made  from  every 
market  town  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  well  as  from  the  150? — It  would  be 
no  advantage,  but  a  very  great  expense ;  and  I  believe  the  result  would  not  be 
different  from  what  it  is  now  ;  for  I  believe  that  the  720  towns  that  make  no 
returns  have  not  so  much  sold  in  them  altogether  as  is  sold  in  London  alone. 

2785.  Do  not  ybu  think  that,  instead  of  appointing  inspectors  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  market-towns  in  England  which  do  not  now  make  returns, 
the  clerks  of  the  market  should  be  compelled  to  make  the  returns,  and 
that  in  that  way  an  additional  expense  would  be  avoided? — Why  I  know  no 

such 
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such  officer ;  there  is  scarcely  a  town  in  England  in  which  there  is  a  clerk  of  WiUiam  Jacobs  Esq. 
the  market,  certainly  not  in  small  towns.  -~— — 

2786.  What  objection  would  there  be  to  taking  the  average  by  means  of  the      ^^  ^^*^  *^^* 
returns  from  the  growers  ? — The  difficulty,  and  the  enormous  expense.     It  has 

often  been  suggested  that  the  seller  of  corn  in  the  country  should  make  the 
return ;  if  it  were  the  growers  of  them,  that  would  induce  such  an  innumerable 
quantity  of  small  returns,  and  from  men  not  very  skilful  in  making  them  out, 
some  who  sell  a  bushel,  some  two  pecks,  some  a  sack  a  week ;  it  would  include 
so  many  of  them,  we  must  employ  more  inspectors,  and  increase  their  salary. 
All  the  machinery  which  is  now  in  existence,  which  costs  6,000  /.  or  8,000  /. 
a  year,  could  not  be  carried  on,  if  the  requisite  returns  were  made,  for  60,000/, 
a  year :  for  the  number  of  those  small  returns  the  inspectors  must  have 
larger  salaries  to  examine  them ;  it  costs  as  much  to  examine  the  return 
of  a  bushel  as  27,000  quarters,  the  quantity  in  some  weeks  returned  in 
London.  The  expense  would  be  enormous ;  besides  which,  the  small  farmers 
are  not  very  good  accountants ;  the  millers  who  buy  the  com,  and  also  the 
merchants,  are  good  accountants,  we  get  good  accounts  from  them ;  but  if  all 
the  little  farmers  that  come  to  a  large  market  were  to  make  returns,  some  of 
whom  can  neither  write  nor  read,  some  of  whom  do  it  badly,  every  inspector 
must  have  an  additional  clerk ;  the  expense  would  be  enormous,  and  not  more 
satisfactory. 

2787.  You  are  not  aware  of  frauds  being  committed  in  making  the  returns  ? 
— I  have  known,  since  I  have  been  in  the  office  I  now  fill,  most  abominable 
attempts  made ;  but  the  existing  law  has  cured  it,  by  taking  away  the  induce* 
ment 

2788.  In  what  way  has  it? — Because  they  cannot  produce  any  great  effect,  • 
Formerly  when  wheat  passed  a  certain  point,  though  it  before  was  excluded,  it 
came  in  free  of  duty.     If  by  fictitious  means  they  could  raise  it  up  to  that 
price,  they  \^uld  get  an  enormous  sum  of  money ;  now,  by  no  fictitious  means 

can  they  I'aise  it  above  a  shilling;  thus  there  is  not  the  inducement. 

2789.  Are  you  aware  that  in  many  of  the  places. the  returns  by  no  means 
equal  the  quantity  of  corn  sold  ? — 1  have  reason  to  believe  the  returns  do  not 
equal  the  quantity  of  corn  sold,  except  in  London. 

2790.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ? — From  negligence  partly,  and  partly 
from  an  indisposition  felt  by  individuals  to  lay  open  their  concerns  to  the 
public. 

2791.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  different  practices  of  selling  corn  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country  ? — I  am  not  so  thoroughly  acquainted,  as  that  my  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  is  not  greater  from  the  returns,  than  from  my  own 
observation  on  the  markets. 

2792.  If  a  system  of  selling  corn  by  weight  were  prescribed  by  law,  what 
effect  would  that  have  on  the  averages  ? — None  at  all. 

2793.  How  so  ?— Because  if  the  law  was  altered,  there  must  be  a  precise 
weight  given  at  which  it  is  presumed  com  is  to  be  taken  ;  there  must  be  an 
alteration  in  the  law  ;  in  practice  there  would  be  none.  • 

2794.  If  the  scale  of  wciglits  were  fixed  at  so  much  per  bushel,  60  lbs.  a 
bushel  for  wheat,  would  that  alter  the  result  of  averages  ? — No,  not  at  all. 

2795.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  average  weight  of  corn  of  each  kind 
in  this  kingdom  ? — I  can  form  no  calculation,  nor  even  an  approximation  to 
accuracy. 

2796.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  average  weight  of  the  corn  imported  ? — No, 
I  do  not. 

2797.  Would  it  not  be  difficult  to  fix  a  scale  on  the  basis  of  its  being  the 
average  weight  of  corn,  owing  to  the  difference  of  quality  of  com  in  different 
localities  ? — Yes,  very  difficult. 

2798.  Would  not  any  fixed  scale  reduce  all  qualities  above  the  scale  down  to 
the  scale,  and  raise  all  the  inferior  qualities  to  the  same  point  ? — It  would  bring 
them  to  an  average  price. 

2799.  Do  you  think  the  greater  quantity  of  corn  in  this  country  is  above  or 
below  60  lbs.  by  the  bushel? — I  really  have  no  means  of  forming  a  judgment, 
for  if  I  were  right  one  year  I  might  be  wrong  the  next,  if  I  had  formed  such 
judgment. 

2800.  In  case  of  the  collection  of  duties,  would  not  the  adoption  of  a  fixed 
scale  bring  all  corn  into  the  country  on  the  same  duty,  whatever  were  the  dif- 
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lfilUamJacob,TSsx{.  ference  in  quality  ? — The  same  duty  per  weight,  as  it  does  nowj  the  best  wheat 

'"^      pays  no  higher  than  the  worst,  and  paying  the  duty  by  weight  would  equalize 

83  June  i834,  ^^aX  somewhat  j  but  the  advantage  of  having  it  as  it  is  now  is,  that  most,  if  not 
all,  the  foreign  grain  that  is  imported  i?  of  the  best  qualities  of  the  respective 
countries  from  which  it  comes ;  they  pay  no  more  duty  for  the  best  than  for  the 
worst.. 

.  2801.  Then  you  do  not  think  that  a  system  of  selling  corn  by  weight  would 
have  the  eflfect  of  introducing  inferior  com  into  the  country  ?—  No,  I  do  not 
know  what  effect  that  might  have ;  I  think  more  inferior  corn  would  then  come 
in  than  now  does. 

.  2802.  Would  not  that  be  disadvantageous  ? — No ;  if  the  price  was  according 
to  the  qusdity. 

2803.  Is  it  possible  to  fix  a  scale  of  weight  for  each  class  of  corn,  which  can 
be  true  for  a  succession  of  years,  or  even  one  year,  throughout  the  country?— 
No,  certainly  not>  it  can  only  be  an  approximation. 

2804.  Does  not  tiie  weight  of  oom  vary  with  the  harvest  and  the  season8» 
and  also  with  the  districts  wjierein  the  same  is  produced  ? — Yes,  very  much. 

2805.  If  a  scale  of  weight  ^ere  adopted,  what  would  you  recommend  as  the 
standard  for  each  kind  of  corn  ? — I  do  not  know  how  to  calculate  such  a  stand- 
ard. I  think  it  would  be  just  as  fair  to  take  that  which  is  now  legal,  which 
I  have  already  noticed,  as  fair  as  any  other ;  viz.  for  wheat,  59  poun^ 

2806.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  selling  corn  abroad  ? — ^Yes, 
generally. 

2807.  Is  weight  or  measure  used  abroad  ? — Measure  everywhere,  and  in  all 
ages  and  all  countries,  except  Ireland.  In  the  most  remote  ages  com  was  sold  by 
measure  :  thus  in  the  time  of  Moses  the  hm  and  the  ephah  were  used ;  with  the 
Greeks,  the  metreta  or  the  ceramum ;  and  with  the  Romans,  the  modius :  which 
last,  according  to  Pliny,  was  one-third  of  a  cubic  foot,  or  somewljat  more  than 
an  English  peck,  weighing  about  20  lbs.,  and  of  which  five  were  sown  on  an 
acre  of  land.  In  the  ages  that  have  followed,  in  the  civilized  parts  of  the  world, 
measuring  cofti  has  been  universally  practised^  except,  as  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, in  Ireland. 

2808.  Which  do  you  regard  as  lea^t  accurate  in  itself,  or  least  obnoxious  to 
intentional  fraud  ? — I  cannot  see  much  difference. 

2809.  Is  weight  or  measure? — I  cannot  see  much  difference. 

2810.  Which  is  the  least  costly  in  time,  expense  and  labour,  weighing  or  mea- 
suring ? —  Measuring. 

281 1.  For  what  reason  r — In  the  first  place,  the  beams  are  more  apt  to  get 
out  of  order  in  the  turning  of  the  scale,  and  the  weights  are  apt  to  get  light 
by  rust,  if  not  frequently  examined ;  they  are  more  uncertain  than  an  iron- 
bound  bushel ;  there  are  inconveniences  in  both,  but  I  think,  on  the  whole, 
weight  is  the  least  ceitain,  the  most  costly. 

2812*  Why  would  it  be  more  expensive  to  weigh  than  to  measure? — ^I  think, 
•  in  the  first  place,  you  lift  it  by  hand  once  more  in  weighing;  first,  into  the  scale, 

then  you  lift  it  from  the  scale  into  the  sack  :  and  besides,  there  is  more  delay, 
because  a  handful  may  be  too  much,  and  turn  the  scale }  then  some  of  it  must 
be  taken  out,  and  there  may  be  three  or  four  takings  out  or  puttings  in  before 
the  exact  weight  is  ascertained.  I  think  there  is  one  more  operation,  and  a 
little  more  labour ;  a  practical  man  could  answer  that  better  than  I.  I  see, 
however,  that  a  change  would  derange  the  many  agreements  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  corn-rents  for  laftd  and  for  tithes. 

2813.  Do  you  know  of  any  objection  to  requiring  the  buyers  to  return  to  the 
inspectors  not  only  the  total  quantity  of  com  sold  in  each  transaction,  but  the 
weight  per  measure,  as  indicative  of  the  quality  of  the  corn  ? — I  have  stated 
the  reasons  which  induced  the  Legislature  to  make  the  buyers,  and  not  the 
sellers  of  com,  give  the  returns.  There  is  no  other  objection  than  that  it  would 
create  considerable  expense  ;  and  as  it  only  refers  to  about  one  tenth  of  the 
whole  com  sold  in  the  kingdom,  it  would  have  very  little  influence.  It  would 
be  very  expensive. 

2814.  How  so? — It  would  be  of  no  use,  unless  the  inspector,  after  he  had 
got  it,  before  he  made  his  return,  had  separated  the  weight  from  the  measure. 
And  the  difficulty  is  this,  it  would  be  giving  an  inspector  more  trouble  than  he 
has  at  present,  and  for  no  beneficial  purpose. 

2815.  How 
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3815.  How  would  it  give  the  inspector  more  trouble,  merely  having  to  return  William  JacobfEt^q. 

that  which  was  returned  to  him? — ^You  must  have  two  returns;  one  return  of      

weight;  and  one  return  of  measure,  and  he  would  add  it  together :  if  50  people      23  June  1834. 

gave  him  a  return,  sometimes  there  are  100,  one  gives  him  a  return  of  so  many 

bushels,  at  so  much  per  bushel,  weighing  so  much ;  you  must  have  two  columns 

for  each  of  the  individuals  ;  to  send  up  those  two  columns,  he  must  send  up 

the  average  weight  and  average  measure.    As  I  do  not  know  the  machinery 

that  might  be  applied,  it  is  impossible  to  say  more. 

2816.  The  question  was,  whether  there  would  be  any  objection  in  the  buyer 
being  obliged  to  make  to  the  inspectors  returns  of  weight  as  well  as  of  measure: 
as»  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  persons  who  purchase  corn  take  into  consideration 
the  weight  of  the  corn  as  well  as  the  measure,  it  would  seem  there  could  be 
no  objection  to  obliging  those  purchasers  to  make  individual  returns  to  inspec- 
tors 01  the  weight,  as  well  as  of  the  measure  of  their  com  ? — It  would  increase 
the  repugnance  the  buyers  already  feel  to  making  a  communication  of  their 
private  bargain^  and  therefore  the  law  must  be  made  more  severe  to  enforce 
the  returns  than  it  is  even  at  present.  And  I  do  not  see  any  possible  advan- 
tage in  any  way  that  could  be  made  oi  such  returns,  for  the  value  of  com 
deptnds  on  a  variety  of  circumstances  j  first  of  all  the  pleasure,  then  the 
weight,  then  the  colour,  then  the  dryness,  then  the  freeness  from  extraneous 
Substances ;  all  of  which  are  to  be  taken  into  account,  and  form,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  criteria  of  the  value. 

2817.  Those  are  circumstances  that  are  considered  as  forming  the  condition 
of  the  corn,  rather  than,  the  inherent  quality  of  it? — One  of  the  criteria  of  the 
value,  each  of  them* 

2818.  Do  not  you  think  it  advisable  that  the  quotations  which  are  made 
weekly  should  afford  as  much  information  as  possible  to  the  farmers  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  even  that  would  afford  so  much  information  as  every  intelligent 
farmer  obtains  from  the  circular  letter  the  corn-merchant  sends  him. 

2819.  Do  those  circular  letters  express  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of 
the  corn  ? — In  sufficiently  intelligible  terms.  That  is  one  of  thi  forms ;  every 
considerable  farmer  corresponds  with  some  one  in  London  on  the  subject  of 
that  letter. 


CURRENT  PRICES  of  Graiv,  Flour  and  Sssos,  in  Mari^Lane,  Monday,  Jane  16,  1834. 


BRITISH. 


Wheat— Essex,  Kent  and  Suffolk    -    red 

white 

Norfolk  and  Lincolnshire    ... 

Northumberland,  Berwick  and  Scotch 

Galway  and  Limerick         ... 

Cork  and  Toughal      •.        -        -        - 

Dublin,  Waterford  and  Clonmel  - 

Rye 

Barley— Kent,  Essex,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 

Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire 

Grinding  --..-. 

Scotch       ...... 

Irish  -.•.«. 

Malt--Essex,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  • 

Kingston  and  Ware    - 
Oats — Norfolk,  Cambridgeshire, 

Lincolnshire  an^  Ycnrkshire 

Ditto  .        .        .     '  Poland 

Northumberland,  Berwick  and!      ,  ._ 
Scotch      -        .        .        .fpotatoc 

Ditto  -        .        .        .  Jeed 

Devon  and  West  Country,  feed  or  black 
Dundalk,  Newry  and  Belfast  -   pcdaioe 

Ditto  .        -        .        .  feed 

Limerick,  Sligo  and  Westport     poiatoe 

Ditto  ....  feed 
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40  —  44 
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23 
24 
33 


FOREIGN. 


mixed 


Ditto  -  -  'good  mixed 
Ditto  ...  red  mixed 
Stettin  ..... 
Danish  -  -  -  .  . 
Hamburg  and  Pomeranian  - 
Zealand  and  Brabant ... 
Odessa  ....  sqft 
Riga,  Petersburg  and  LidMu,  «g^ 
Archangel  .... 
Tuscan  ...  -  red 
Canada  ..... 
Spanish  •  •  •  .  sof^ 
Buck  or  Brank  -        -        .        . 

Indian  Com  .... 

Rye 


Konigsberg  and  Riga 
Ditto         .        .        - 
Danish      •        .        - 
Oats— Dutch  Brew 
Danj^      ... 

£  £  2 


grinding 
-  ditto 


Per  Qoarter. 


Free. 


8.  s» 

—  to  — 

50  —  56 

45  —  48 


40  —  42 


36 
46 
50 


38 

62 


30  —  34 


In  BoDd. 


s. 

38 

34 
28 
28 

24 
26 


to  40 

-36 

—  29 

—  29 

—  26 

—  29 


24 

24 
22 

30 

47 


—  27 
_  26 

—  24 

—  31 

-48 


14  —  16 


12 

12 

^5 
12 


14 
14 
18 

15 
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BRITISH. 


FOREIGN. 


P§r  Quarter, 

Oats —  i.        $• 

Corky  Waterfordy  Dublin,!  -        -  black     22   to  34 
Youghal  and  Clonmel  -j  •        -  white     211  — .  24 
Galway     -        •        •        •        -        -20  —  22 

Beans — Tick         -        -        -        -        -     34  —  37 
Harrow  and  small       •        -        -        -     36  —  40 

Pease— Boiling     -        -        -        -        -^M-  —  47 
Hog,  grejr  and  maple  -        -        -     38  —  43 

Tares— Spring  5/  to  (5/6  p*  bushel  • 

Flour— English,  36/  to  40/  -  -  6ne,  42/  to  48/ 
Scotch  and  North  Country  -  -  36/  to  39/ 
Irish 3^/  to  39/ 


Per  Quarter. 


Free. 


}p'  sack 
of 
280  lbs. 
Linseed,  Crushing,  —  to  —  -  Sowing,  54/  to  56/ p'  or. 
Ditto  Cake,  10/.  to  10/.  10«.  per  1,000  of  31b.  each. 
CloYerseedy  red,  —  to  —  -•  -  white,  —  to  —  per  cwt. 
Trefoil  -  -  -  -  -  20/  to  26/  per  cwt. 
Rapeseed,  Crushing  -  -  Seed,  35 /.  to  40  i.  per  last. 
Ditto  Cake  -        -        -  4/.  10*.  to  5/.  55.  per  ton. 


Oats— 

Friesland  Brew  - 

Russian    - 
Beans— Tick 

Small 

Mediterranean  - 
Pease — White  boiling 

Grey  or  hog 
Tares  (duty  10/)    - 
Flour  — Dantzig 

American,  in  bond 


33 


9. 
to  26 

—  24 


30  —  36 
per  barrel,  —  to  — 


In  Bond. 


14  to  16 

13  —  15 
22  —  26 
24  —  27 


38—34 


22   to  86 


21/  to  22/  sour ;  24/  to  26/  sweet 


Linseed— Russ.  Crush,  (duty  1/  per  qr.)  38/  to  44/  to  48/  p'  or. 

Ditto  -  Sowing    -        -        .        -    none    -    per  barrel. 

Ditto  -  Mediterranean  • 
Rapeseed    -    - 
Linseed  Cake  - 
Rape  Cake  -    - 
Cloverseed,  red 

Ditto    -  white 


*  48/  to  50/  per  quarter, 
(duty  1/  per  qr.)  crushing 
(duty  2  d.  per  cwt.)   7  /.  to  8  /.  per  ton. 
(duty  2  d.  per  cwt.)    5  ^  —  5  /.  5  #. 
(duty  20/  per  cwt.) 
(duty  20/  per  cwt.) 


Imperial  Weekly  Averages  for  the  last  Six  Wsexs. 


Week  ending 

3  May 
9  — 

— 

16  ~ 
513  — 
30  — 
6  June 

Aggregate  Average  of  the  Six  Weeks,' 
whidi  regulates  Duty 

Duty  on  Foreign  Com  to  the  18th  of  June 


Wheat 

Barley. 

Oau. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Pease. 

• 

48/4 

«8/4 

»9/ 

33/6 

34/ 

34/10 

• 

48/7 

28/7 

19/6 

31/10 

34/4 

33/8 

. 

47/u 

«8/4 

19/9 

33/7 

34/5 

35/7 

- 

47/« 

28/3 

20/a 

34/7 

33/10 

36/3 

• 

46/8 

28/8 

2»/3 

3«/8 

34/3 

37/1 

- 

46/10 

27/11 

22/6 

3>/3 

35/5 

39/3 

'^l 

47/7 

a8/3 

20/4 

32/11 

34/5 

36/ 

une 

39/8 

19/10 

16/9 

3J/3 

18/3 

15/6 

Quarters    - 


LoHDON  Average  Prices  of  British  Graik  for  the  Week  ending  10  June  1834. 
Wheat.  Barley.  Oati.  Rye.  Beans. 

7,824  at  51/6    -    3,197  at  30/9    .    26,201  at  24/7    -      9  at  30/    -    2,638  at  35/8 


Pease. 
173  at  45/" 


Imported  into  London,  from  9  June  to  14  June  1834,  inclusive. 


English  -  -  qrs* 
Berwick  &  Scotch  — 
Irish  -        -      — 

Foreign     -        -     — 


Flour — English,  4,080  sacks,  —  bar. 
Aanerican,  —  bar. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Malt. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Pease. 

Tares. 

Linseed. 

Rapeseed. 

Brank. 

OtherSe 

6,089 

589 

2,842 

4,090 



l»«97 

9« 

_ 

*. 

— 

— 

"h 

— 

455 

"— 

4.7ti« 



110 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*7S 

1,206 

— 

17.015 



— 

— 

— 

130 

— 

— 



18 

•■• 

^■~ 

1,340 

— " 

450 

51 

56 

~*~ 

56 

■■" 

40 

Berwick  and  Scotch,  30  sacks.    Irish,  937  sacks*    Foreign,  —  sacks,  -^bar. 


Sir, 

The  arrivals  during  the  past  week  were  fhir  of  wheat,  and  large  of  oats,  but  only  moderate  of  other  articles ;  and 
having  had  a  good  deal  of  rain,  the  trade  ruled  generally  very  dull;  and  spring  corn,  with  the  exception  of  pease, 
was  1 5.  a  2f«  cheaper.  To-day  there  was  a  good  supply  of  wheat  on  show ;  but  the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  millers 
was  limited,  and  a  decline  of  1 «.  a  2  #.  per  quarter  took  place  since  this  day  se'nnight. 

Barley  was  also  1  s,  cheaper,  and  but  little  business  doms.  We  had  several  vessels  fresh  up  with  oats  since  Friday ; 
and  this  article  met  a  slow  sale  to-day,  at  a  reduction  of  fully  1  f  •  per  quarter  ^  in  some  instances  a  decline  of  2  i.  per 
quarter  was  obliged  to  be  submitted  to.  Beans  in  good  supply,  and  2  s.  a  3  c.  per  quarter  cheaper.  Very  few  pease  at 
market,  and  fzrey  must  be  noted  1  s.  a  2  ^.  dearer ;  white  remain  unaltered.  The  crop  of  this  article  is  very  badly 
^>oken  of.    There  were  buyers  of  bonded  oats  at  about  1  s,  per  quarter  under  the  prices  paid  last  week. 

We  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

No.  27,  Mark  Lane.  Begbie  Sf^  Youngs. 

N.  B» — We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  our  correspondents  to  the  necessity  of  inserting  in  their  bills  of  lading  or 
charter  parties,  miere  market-days  are  specified  for  the  sale,  a  sufficient  number  of  days  afterwards^  in  order  to  mlow 
time  to  have  the  vessel  discharged,  so  as  to  prevent  ixfturring  demurrage. 
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Sir,  Com  Exchange,  Friday,  June  20,  1834, 

The  arriyak  of  all  kinds  of  corn  this  week  have  been  moderate,  and  a  general  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the 
trade,  though  it  has  been  more  in  demand  than  value.  There  was  very  little  Wheat  on  show  to^y ;  and  the  factors 
held  firmly  for  higher  prices,  though  this  was  not  complied  with  generally. 

Two  or  three  cargoes  of  Irish  barley  having  lately  arrived,  this  trade  was  not  quite  so  brisk  to-day ;  but  wc  observed 
no  alteration  in  its  value.  An  advance  of  1  s.  per  quarter  was  generally  demanded  to-4ay  for  oats,  which  the  dealers 
were  very  unwilling  to  submit  to ;  however,  a  trifle  more  was  made  than  on  Monday  in  some  instances ;  but  where 
vessels  required  clearing,  last  week's  prices  were  taken.  Beans  and  pease  were  held  for  higher  prices.  Some  sales  of 
bonded  oats  took  place  to-day  at  15$.;  and  we  even  heard  of  one  sale  of  Archangel  at  16  s. 


ARRIVALS  SINCE  MONDAY. 


English 

Iri^ 

Foreign 


-    qrs. 


Wheat. 
3,630 


Flour 


Barley. 

2,370 
595 


Oats. 

8,380 
3,510 


Beans. 


9,470  sacks. 


Imperial  Wbbklt  Averages  for  the  last  Six  Weeks. 


Week  endmg    9  May    - 
_         16   —      . 


—  23   —      -       -  - 
_         30    --      -        .  . 

—  6  June    -        -  - 

—  13    —      - 
Aggregate  Average  of  the  Six  Weeks,! 

which  regulates  Duty          -  •        •/ 

Duty  on  Foreign  Corn  to  the  25th  of  June 


Wheat. 


48/7 

47/n 

47/a 

46/8 

46/10 

47/10 


47/6 


39/8 


fitrlejT. 


38/7 

28/4 

28/3 

28/11 

27/11 

29/ 


28/5 


19/10 


Oats. 


19/6 

19/9 
20/2 

21/3 
22/6 

23/4 


21/1 


15/3 


Rye. 


31/10 
33/7 

34/7 
32/8 

31/3 
34/5 


33/1 


^9l9 


Beans. 


34/4 

33/10 
34/3 
35/5 
36/5 


34/9 


»8/3 


Pease. 


33/2 
35/7 
36/3 
37/1 
39/J 
42/5 


37/3 


14/ 


No.  27,  Mark-lane. 


We  are,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  jiervants, 

Begbie  S^  Youngs, 


2820.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  requiring  the  inspector  to  give,  free  of 
expense,  to  the  newspapers  published  in  his  district,  a  statement  of  the  total  quan- 
tities of  each  degree  of  quality,  with  the  average  price? — The  great  objection 
would  be,  the  exposure  of  the  private  transactions  of  individuals,  which  they  do  not 
like.  The  inspector  is  compelled  now,  every  market-day,  to  place  in  the  market- 
bouse  the  result  of  the  market  of  the  preceding  day  ;  and  he  is  expressly  forbidden 
by  law  to  make  any  disclosures  to  any  other  person  than  myself;  that  is  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament. 

2821.  By  the  same  Act? — Yes,  by  the  same  Act.  It  is  a  great  hardship  for 
one  class  of  people  to  register  all  their  commercial  transactions ;  it  is  a  hardship, 
and  it  has  failed  to  be  so  considered ;  therefore  one  would  not  extend  that  hardship 
much  farther  than  is  indispensably  necessary  for  this  particular  object,  which  is,  to 
regulate  the  duty  on  gi'ain. 

2822.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  quotations,  if  the  weight  per 
measure  were  expressed,  as  well  as  the  quantity  and  price,  especially  where  the 
quantity  is  expressed  sometimes  in  weight  and  sometimes  in  measure? — No  doubt 
but  it  might  be  for  other  purposes ;  for  the  pui'pose  of  the  existing  law  it  would 
be  of  no  use. 

2823.  I  am  asking  you  for  the  purpose  of  quotations,  as  affording  information 
to  the  buyer? — ^That  is  not  the  object  of  the  law. 

2824.  You  are  asked,  not  with  reference  to  the  purposes  of  the  existing  law, 
but  with  reference  to  the  quotations,  whether,  for  those  purposes,  it  would  not  be 
desirable  ?— I  do  not  clearly  comprehend.  The  quotations  are  all  made  now  in 
measure,  and  not  by  w  eight  at  all ;  they  are  without  any  reference  to  weight. 

0.36.  E  E  3  2825.  Are 
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WiUiamJacohy^Ejui       2825.  Are  you  not  aware  that  at  Liverpool  and  other  places  the  quotations  are 
■       made  entirely  by  weight  ? — Yes.     I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
23  June  1834.  2826.  You  mean  that  the  quotations  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  averages 

are  made  from  measure  alone  ? — Yes,  they  come  before  me  in  measure  oniy« 

2827.  You  are  not  asked  of  the  quotations  made  to  you,  but  on  those  which  are 
to  be  found  in  the  weekly  papers  ? — Yes,  or  the,  Price  Currents.  I  believe  some  of  the 
descriptions  given  in  those  letters,  are  quite  as  good  as  a  specification  by  weight 
Every  man  in  each  year  knows  very  nearly  what  the  weight  of  red  Esaex  wheat  is, 
and  what  the  weight  of  white  Essex  wheat,  and  Norfolk  and  Lancashire  is,  and  so 
on,  quite  as  nearly  as  they  could  learn  from  such  quotations  as  are  supposed  in  that 
question.     The   same  is  the  case  with  the  foreign  wheats ;  every  one  knows  the 

^difference  in  weight  between  high  mixed,  good  mixed  and  red  mixed  of  the  Dantzic 
wheats  ;  they  are  classed  according  to  weight,  and  in  some  measure  according  to 
their  colour.  There  are  other  foreign  wheats  where  the  weight  would  be  a  very  bad 
indication  of  value;  for  a  wheat  that  grows  in  some  part  of  Russia.  The  wheat 
from  Lubec,  for  instance  (it  is  called  Kubanka  in  our  own  market),  will  weigh  65 
pounds  a  bushel,  whereas  Dantzic  high  mixed  does  not  weigh  above  61  ;  yet  high 
mixed  of  61  will  sell  for  more  than  Kubanka  of  66,  because  it  is  of  a  finer  colour, 
and  the  flour  is  whiter. 

2828.  If  a  description  of  uniform  measure  were  combined  with  a  description  of 
the  weight  per  measure,  could  not  the  averages  be  taken  as  they  now  are,  per 
measure  ? — ^That  would  depend  entirely  on  the  construction  of  the  independent 
machinery  for  carrying  such  a  purpose  into  execution.  If  you  use  the  present 
machinery,  I  say  it  would  be  inapplicable  to  such  a  purpose ;  and  therefore,  without 
knowing  what  machinery  you  would  construct,  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  opinion. 

2829.  Appended  to  the  return  of  the  inspector  from  Liverpool,  is  a  letter  from  you, 
dated  the  12th  July  1827,  at  the  end  of  which  you  say,  "  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
mode  in  which  corn  is  sold  in  your  market,  and  wish  the  same  could  be  introduced 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom.**  Now  the  corn  is  there  sold  by  a  fixed  weight  of 
70  pounds,  a  nominal  bushel  of  70  pounds ;  are  you  still  of  the  opinion  expressed 
in  that  letter? — I  recollect  giving  the  opinion  printed,  which  I  did  incidentally,  and 
rather  hastily.  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  still,  but  I  estimate  the  value  of  the  altera- 
tion much  lower  than  when  I  wrote  that  letter.  I  think  there  would  be  very  little 
advantage.  I  think  weight  is  no  certain  criterion  of  the  value  of  corn  ;  weight  is 
one,  measure  is  another,  colour  is  another,  dryness  is  another.  And  the  people 
who  buy  corn,  who  buy  it  largely  especially,  would  not  form  a  judgment  from  th^ 
weight  and  the  measure  being  taken  together,  without  knowing  what  the  colour  and 
dryness  was.  In  fact,  there  is  a  delicacy  of  finger,  of  which  every  one  cannot  form 
a  conception.  I  have  seen  people  put  their  hands  into  wheat ;  I  could  not  per- 
ceive dampness ;  they  have  said,  thb  is  cold.  I  could  not  perceive  it ;  it  is  a  tact 
only  to  be  acquired  by  habit ;  no  one  is  safe  in  purchasing  com  largely  till  be  has 
made  approaches  to  that  habit 

2830.  Will  you  look  to  this  return  from  the  Victualling  Office  and  the  Coram w- 
sariat,  and  tell  the  Committee  which  of  those  two  systems  you  prefer  ? — There  is 
no  doubt  we  prefer  th^t  from  the  Commissariat,  certainly.  That  is  one  of  the 
advantages  we  contemplate :  but  then  I  look  at  the  disadvantages  also. 

2831.  State  what,  in  your  opinion,  are  disadvantages:  you  observe  in  both 
these  returns  the  combined  system  of  selling  by  weight  and  measure  is  adopted; 
in  one  case  the  measure  per  weight  is  given,  and  in  the  other  the  weight  per 
measure  ? — ^There  is  no  doubt,  if  I  were  myself  a  large  keeper  of  horses,  I  would 
rather  buy  ray  oats  by  weight  than  by  measure. 

2832.  In  the  question,  your  attention  is  directed  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
weight  per  measure,  or  of  the  measure  per  weight,  being  given  in  both  cases; 
that  is,  of  the  combined  system  being  adopted  in  both  cases ;  in  one  case  the  weight 
per  measure,  and  in  the  other  the  measure  per  weight  ? — I  cannot  give  any  opinion 
on  such  a  question  until  I  know  what  machinery  is  to  be  made  use  of,  or  how  ht 
that  machinery  is  to  extend.  If,  for  instance,  you  have  an  inspector  in  all  the 
large  markets,  subsidiary  to  those  under  my  orders,  and  distinct  from  Ihera,  it 
would  be  very  expensive ;  if  you  employ  them,  they  only  come  down  to  one-sixth 
part  of  the  towns  of  England ;  if  you  increase  it,  together  it  would  be  an  enormous 
expense.  You  must  go  to  chandlers'  shops,  and  corn-chandlers,  who  sell  oats  by 
the  bushel  at  a  time,  to  have  it  all  over  the  kingdom.  The  question  is,  how  are  you 
to  construct  such  a  machinery,  and  what  that  machinery  will  cost  you,  and  see 
what  advantages  will  be  derived  equivalent  to  it.     Those  things  have  weighed  in 

0  my 
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my  mind  since  I  wrote  that  which  is  printed  there.    In  conseaoence  of  this  inquiry  ^TiffiawJaco*,  Esq. 
I  have  looked  at  it  in  both  points  of  view,  and  it  is  impossiole  to  give  an  opinion       — — — . 
without  knowing  what  is  the  machinery  that  is  to  perform  the  work.     There  is  such      ^3  J"ne  i834. 
a  difficulty  in  altering  the  old    habits  of  a   country,  that  without  very  severe 
penalties,     much    more   severe    than  the    Legislature    in    this    country   would 
institute,   it  would   be  impossible  to  do  it.     Imperial   measure  is  not  used  in 
one-half  of  the  towns  of  England.     In  France,  under  the  terror  of  the  guillotine, 
in  179 J,  they    could    not  introduce    the    new   measure    to    general    adoption. 
It  is  not  practised  in  one  tovra  in  ten  in  France.     I  look  to  the  returns  regularly. 
All  the  prices  are  given,  not  by  the  legal  measure,  the  hectolitre,  buf  by  the  hecto- 
litre and  a  half;  the  reason  of  which  is,  an  hectolitre  and  a  half  is  exactly  the 
quantity  of  the  old  French  sacks  in  use  200  years  ago.  In  order  to  avoid  punish- 
ment under  Robespierre,  wheat  was  first  sold  by  the  hectolitre  and  a  half,  which  has 
been  continued  to  this  time,  and  which  was  in  fact  the  old  sack  that  has  been  pro- 
scribed by  law.  There  you  have  a  proof  that  you  cannot  force  people. 

2833.  Were  there  not  diflferent  measures  indifferent  parts  of  France  ? — Yes; 
but  rather  component  parts ;  so  there  are  to  this  hour  ;  still  they  for  the  most  part 
resolve  themselves  into  the  old  sack,  three  of  which  make  the  hectolitre. 

2834.  In  the  former  part  of  your  answer,  you  rather  referred  to  an  alteration  in 
the  law,  than  gave  the  opinion  which  was  requested  of  you,  as  to  which  of  the  two 
systems  you  would  prefer  ? — I  think  I  gave  my  answer  to  that  question ;  the  system 
of  weight. 

2835.  Giving  the  weight  per  measure,  or  a  system  of  weight  alone^  preference  ? — 
I  should  prefer  weight  alone,  without  anything  else,  to  either. 

2836.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that,  abstractedly  speaking,  you  prefer 
weight  to  measure? — Certainly ;  but  not  so  decidedly. 

2837.  You  prefer  weight  to  measure,  though  in  a  former  part  of  your  evidence 

?)u  stated  that  measure  was  less  expensive,  and  less  open  to  fraud,  than  weight  ? — 
es,  there  are  advantages  and  disadvantages  both  ways ;  latterly  I  have  been 
weighing  the  advantages  against  the  disadvantages.  After  that  I  have  stated  that 
I  thought  weight  was  more  uncertain  than  measure ;  but  what  I  contend  for  is,  that 
the  litue  advantage  that  weight  has  over  measure,  is  not  so  great  as  to  induce  a  set 
of  enactments  for  the  purpose ;  because  such  enactments,  being  contrary  to  the 
habits  of  the  people,  could  only  be  made  universally  prevalent  by  very  severe 
penalties. 

2838.  It  appears  that  in  the  whole  of  your  evidence,  you  have  given  reasons  in 
favour  of  measure,  but  that  yet  you  come  to  the  conclusion  of  preferring  weight  to 
measure  ? — I  have  given  what  appeared  to  me  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
^ach,  and  then  I  have  given  you  the  result,  without  opposing  them  inunediately 
one  against  the  other.  I  have  given  you  the  result  of  my  opinion,  which  is,  that 
weight  in  the  abstract  would  be  better,  but  it  is  so  little  better  that  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  make  an  alteration. 

2839.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  selling  com  in  Scotland  ? — ^They 
^1  it  by  a  measure  which  they  call  a  boll ;  a  boll  of  oats  is  larger  or  smaller  than 
the  boll  of  wheat.     It  b  some  years  since  I  was  in  Scotland. 

2840.  Your  opinion  is,  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  make  any  alteration? — Cer- 
tainly. I  have  stated  that  there  are  advantages  and  disadvantages  on  both  sides, 
^nd  that  I  think  the  advantage  would  be  in  favour  of  sdling  by  weight,  but  that  the 
advantage  which  would  be  felt  at  exchanging  one  system  for  another  is  so  trifling, 
it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  encounter  the  general  repugnance;  and  I  am 
confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by  knowing,  in  every  country  or  in  eveiy  age,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  to  the  present,  that  corn  has  been  sold  by  measure,  except 
in  the  case  of  Ireland  :  how  it  happens  there  I  cannot  account  for. 

2841.  Will  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  you  do  not  consider  that  every 
iX)m-dealer  is  an  adequate  judge  of  his  own  business!  and  so  perfectly  a  judge  in  his 
own  business,  that  be  never  buys  by  sample  without  buying  by  weight? — I  have 
already  given  an  answer  to  the  question. 

2842.  Can  you  give  an  account  of  the  total  number  of  quarters  of  grain  returned 
in  each  year  since  the  passing  of  the  present  Corn  Act  ? — [The  Witness  put  in  Ike 
Accotmt.] 
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William  Jacob,Esq.       An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Number  of  Quarters  of  Grain  returned  in  each  Year  since  the 
.............  ^  pasung  of  the  present  Com  Act. 

33  June  1834. 


Y£ARS. 

Qtuuten  Wbemt. 

QvartertBariey. 

Qoarters  Oats. 

Qauten  R^e. 

Quarters  Beans. 

QoartenPcai. 

1839   . 

1830  - 

1831  - 
1833   - 
1833   - 

3,576,1-^9 
3,153,857 
3,810,793 
3,396,381 
3,5^6,653 

l,GlO,l6l 

3,114,931 
3,035,239 

1,953,573 
3,360,403 

2,870,972 
2,062,712 
1,987,816 
2,203,828 
2,256,844 

23.481 
27.054 
«7.>38 
12,79a 

15,513 

288,201 
373.187 
373,635 
S99.75* 
376,548 

90,608 
89,747 
7«,958 
64.695 
-  78,867 

Number  of  lbs.  equal  to  an  Imperial  bushel— Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4. 

Wheat.  Barley.  Oats.  Rye.  Beans. 

59  lbs.  51  lbs.  39lhs.  57  lbs.  63  lbs. 

Number  of  towns  that  make  returns        ..-...- 
The  estimated  number  of  market-towns  th|t  do  not  make  returns 


Peas. 

64  lbs. 


-  150 

-  720 


Mr. 
William  Blurton. 


Mr.  William  Blurton^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

2843.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — At  Field  Hall,  near  Uttoxeter,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford. 

2844.  With  what  markets  are  you  acquainted? — With  Uttoxeter  principally, 
but  1  occasionally  attend  Stafford  and  Stone,  both  in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

2845.  ^^  ^^  h^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  practices  that  prevail  in  those  markets?— 
The  farmers  who  usually  attend  Uttoxeter  market,  but  who  live  within  the  reach 
of  Burton-on-Trent,  usually  sell  by  the  bag  of  three  bushels,  weighing  210  or  214 
pounds ;  others,  nearer  Stafford,  220  pounds ;  and  those  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stone  and  Newcastle  were  generally  sold  at  224  pounds,  the  usual  weight  sold  ia 
each  market  respectively ;  in  any  case  the  weight  of  the  bag,  four  pounds,  is 
included. 

2846.  Is  corn  sold  there  by  measure  or  weight  chiefly.^ — By  weight,  almost 
invariably. 

2847.  You  are  a  large  farmer,  are  you  not? — ^Yes,  I  hold  more  than  1,000 
acres. 

2848.  What  other  opportunities  have  you  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
practice  of  selling  corn  } — I  am  a  miller. 

2849.  Upon  a  large  scale? — ^Yes,  and  there  is  a  bakehouse  attached  to  the  milL 

2850.  As  a  farmer,  do  you  think  it  of  any  importance  that  a  uniform  system 
should  be  adopted  ? — I  conceive  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

2851.  Do  you  regard  the  quotations  in  the  public  papers  as  of  any  interest  to 
the  farmers  ? — Of  very  considerable  interest ;  they  would  particularly  so,  if  those 
quotations  were  calculated  on  one  universal  standard. 

2852.  Are  they  at  present  expressed  in  very  intelligible  terms? — Certainly  not; 
a  person  looking  at  the  papers,  as  they  are  stated  in  Bell's  Messenger  and  some 
other  papers,  would  be  obliged  to  go  through  a  considerable  calculation  before  he 
would  know  the  state  of  the  market  generally. 

2853.  Will  you  state  what  has  been  your  experience  as  a  miller  ? — I  have  been 
a  miller  eight  or  nine  years* 

2854.  As  a  miller,  do  you  buy  by  measure  or  by  weight? — By  weight  inva- 
riably. 

2855.  Which  method,  measure  singly,  or  weight  singly,  do  you  prefer  ? — I  should 
prefer  weight  singly  to  measure  singly. 

2856.  Practically,  do  you  not  always  buy  by  weight  and  measure  combined; 
that  is,  by  weight  per  measure? — Wc  purchase  by  weight,  and  we  call  a  bag  of 
wheat  three  bushels ;  but  the  measure  would  be  more  if  the  corn  were  in  bad  con- 
dition, and  less  if  it  were  in  good.  ^ 

2857.  Do  you  think  the  condition,  supposing  you  have  not  a  sample  before  you, 
is  generally  indicated  by  the  measure  ? — 'In  some  degree ;  but  before  I  can  form 
an  estimate  of  its  intrinsic  value,  I  must  see  a  sample. 

2858.  Do  you  consider  the  condition  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  miller?  - 
Of  the  greatest  possible  itnportance ;  for  without  it  you  cannot  separate  the  flour 
entirely  from  the  bran. 

2859.  ^^^  y^^  satisfied  with  buying  merely  from  an  inspection  of  the  sample? — 
No }  1  should  be  better  satisfied  if  the  farmer  would  tell  me  how  much  it  would 
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^eigh  per  bushel,  by  which  I  should  be  better  able  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  Mr. 

quantity  of  flour  it  would  make.  IVUtliim  Biurton. 

2860.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "condition?"  Is  it  the  quality,  or  the      

May  in  which  it  has  been  got  in  ? — It  is  the  dryness  of  the  corn.  ^^  ^^®  ^^^^ 

2861.  Not  the  quality  ? — Not  the  quality,  but  the  dryness. 

2862.  Would  it  not  depend  on  the  way  in  which  it  was  harvested  ? — Partly ;  if  it 
were  not  so  very  well  harvested,  it  would  not  be  in  condition  at  first ;  after  going 
through  a  winter  and  getting  drier,  it  would  become  in  condition. 

2863.  Why  do  you  prefer  weight  alone  to  measure  alone  ? — Because  I  conceive 
I  should  be  much  less  liable  to  fraud  ;  there  are  various  methods  by  which  it  is 
practised  in  measuring. 

2864.  What  methods  do  you  refer  to? — I  have  seen  practices  when  corn  is 
being  measured  ;  if  you  measure  from  the  large  heap,  you  would  have  more  corn  than 
if  you  were  to  put  U  lightly  into  the  measure.  Again,  I  have  seen  various  methods  ; 
I  have  seen  it  and  practised  it  myself  as  a  farmer.  When  I  have  put  the  corn  into 
the  measure,  the  person  who  has  managed  it  in  the  bag  would  lift  up  the  bag,  and 
give  it  a  shake  before  I  struck  the  top  off,  then  it  would  lower  it  considerably, 
and  he  would  have  much  more  corn  than  if  he  had  not  done  so. 

2865.  But  would  you  as  a  seller  sufler  a  man  to  do  it? — ^No,  I  would  not,  but 
an  ignorant  person  would  let  it  pass.  If  you  measure  from  the  heap,  and  put  it 
on  roughly,  you  will  have  much  more  com  than  if  you  tuke  it  by  a  sieve  and  let 
it  go  lightly  in  the  measure. 

2866.  Is  that  ever  practised  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

2867.  In  what  way  are  threshers  usually  paid  ? — ^They  are  paid  differently ; 
some  by  measure,  some  by  weight,  some  are  paid  according  to  the  thraves  they 
thresh,  24  sheaves  make  a  thrave,  and  some  are  paid  by  the  day ;  there  is  a  dif- 
ference of  thraves,  which  is  24  sheaves  of  unthreshed  com,  and  12a  thrave  of 
threshed  corn,  according  to  the  custom  of  our  men. 

2868.  When  the  threshers  are  paid  by  measure,  is  it  not  usual  to  make  use  of 
a  sieve,  by  which  to  measure  the  corn  ? — ^They  will  take  care  to  measure  it  as 
lightly  as  they  can. 

2869.  You  prefer  weight  to  measure  ? — Yes,  I  prefer  weight  to  measure. 

2870.  If  it  were  the  practice  to  sell  corn  avowedly  according  to  weight  per 
measure,  you  would  have  no  objection  to  buy  by  measure,  so  you  had  weight  also  ?' 
— I  should  prefei  that ;  I  should  have  a  better  knowledge  of  condition. 

2871.  Why  do  you  think  that  in  selling  by  weight  per  measure,  you  would  get  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  ? — Because  by  the  weight  (I  am  speaking  of  English 
corn)  by  the  weight  of  it  I  should  principally  judge  of  its  condition  ;  it  would 
assist  my  judgment  by  the  sample. 

2872.  You  have  stated  before,  condition  implied  dryness  ? — Yes. 

2873.  How  would  you  be  able  to  judge  of  that  by  knowing  the  weight  per 
measure  ? — Because  com,  if  it  were  in  a  good  condition,  would  weigh  heavier. 
A  bushel  of  corn  would  weigh  more  if  it  were  in  good  condition  than  it  it  were  in 
bad  condition. 

2874.  There  are  other , circumstances  that  enter  into  condition,  such  as  taste^ 
and  smell,  and  colour? — Certainly. 

2875.  These  could  not  be  indicated  by  weight  per  measure? — You  must 
determine  them  by  the  sample. 

2876.  Do  YOU  think  that  a  return  should  be  made  by  the  sellers  in  every  market 
in  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  those  towns  where  inspectors  are  appointed  ? — 
I  think  you  should. 

2877.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  obliging  the 
sellers  to  make  returns,  and  that  it  would  occasion  them  very  serious  expense  ;  and 
would  they  not  object  to  having  their  transactions  more  exposed  than  they  are  at 
present? — Certainly  there  would  be  an  objection  to  having  their  bargains  exposed ; 
but  I  conceive  that  the  inspector  would  be  bound  to  secrecy. 

2878.  Who  would  you    advise  to  make   those   returns  in  the  market-to wns- 
where  there  were  no  inspectors  ? — 1  could  form  no  judgment  of  that ;  I  should 
think  the  inspectors,  if  you  want  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  corn  trade  throughout 
the  country;  and   I  should  say  that  inspectors  should  be  appointed  in  every 
market-town. 

2879.  Would  not  that  occasion  very  serious  expense? — It  might;  that  mights 
be  easily  calculated.  I  think  I  understood  Mr.  Jacob  to^y,  that  an  inspector  had' 
40  /.  a  year ;  if  you  know  the  number  of  towns,  you  would  see  that  immediately. 
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Mr.  2880.  But  if  it  be  true  that  the  aggregate  of  corn  sold  in  market-towns,  where 

WSImm  BlSrton.    ^^  present  there  are  no  inspectors,  would  not  equal  that  sold  in  the  whole  port  of 

London,  do  you  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  appoint  inspectors;  would  it 

83  Jane  1834.      ^^  worth  the  expense  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that;  I  think  the  matter  would  be  of 

very  great  importance,  but  I  cafuiot  speak  to  that 

2881.  In  what  way  do  you  think  it  would  be  of  importance? — Because  the 
farmers  as  well  as  the  dealers  would  have  a  knowledge  of  the  corn  trade  generally 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

2882.  Do  you  think  the  returns  are  perfectly  or  imperfectly  made  in  the  towns 
where  there  are  inspectors  ? — I  have  not  a  knowledge  of  the  fact ;  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

2883.  Do  you  think  that  any  inducement  would  be  offered  to  the  feirmers  or 
factors  to  enter  into  a  plan  of  returning  weight  per  me^ure  ?— I  think  they  would 
soon  do  it  in  the  neighbourhood  where  I  live;  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about 
that. 

2884.  There  would  be  no  objection  on  their  part  ? — At  the  first  there  might  be 
a  little  objection,  at  the  outset ;  there  would  be  none  afterwards. 

2885.  Would  it  not  be  necessary  to  compel  their  acquiescence  in  the  first 
instance  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

2886.  Do  you  not  think  if  the  party  sent  a  memorandum  containing  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  bargains,  and  deposited  that  with  the  inspector,  it  would  answer 
every  purpose  ? — I  should  prefer  the  answer  being  made  in  the  printed  form  by  the 
inspector,  In  the  presence  of  the  parties  who  made  the  bargain. 

2887.  Is  there  not  this  objection  to  having  all  transactions  entered  by  the  in- 
spectors on  the  market-day,  that  the  market  is  held  for  so  short  a  time  and  the 
transactions  are  so  numerous  that  they  will  not  admit  of  the  delay  of  such  a  course  ? 
— I  think  those  entries  might  very  easily  be  made  by  the  inspector  in  a  book  of 
printed  forms. 

2888.  Is  it  usual  in  markets  with  which  you  are  acquainted  to  give  memoranda, 
either  written  or  printed,  of  the  sale  ? — I  think  not. 

2889.  Do  you  think  that  disputes  will  arise  from  want  of  memorandums? — 
Frequently. 

2890.  Within  your  own  knowledge? — Yes,  they  have  h^pened  to  myself  and 
»  to  my  neighbours,  and  some  of  very  serious  consequences. 

2891.  Those  disputes  would  not  have  arisen  if  a  written  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  ? — Certainly  not. 

2892.  Of  what  nature  are  the  disputes? — Generally  as  to  price,  and  sometimes 
as  to  the  weight ;  for,  as  I  stated  before,  there  are  various  weights  sold  in  the  same 
market,  and  if  there  is  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  weight,  it  is  impossible  for 
a  man  in  several  transactions  to  know  at  what  rate  it  sells  when  the  weights  vary  so 
much  in  the  same  market* 

2893.  Where  disputes  do  arise,  how  are  they  usually  settled?— Sometimes  one 
of  tie  parties  may  give  in  to  the  other,  the  noisy  man  gets  the  benefit  over  the 
quiet ;  sometimes  it  is  left  to  arbitration  ;  sometimes  legal  proceedings  are  gone  into. 

2894.  Between  whom  do  those  disputes  usually  arise ;  between  the  farmer  and 
the  factor,  or  the  farmer  and  the  miller  ? — Between  the  seller  and  purchaser,  the 
farmer  and  the  miller.  We  are  always  anxious  to  settle  them  if  we  possibly  can  ; 
we  do  not  always  succeed ;  a  transaction  happened  lately  in  consequence  of 
the  price. 

2895.  Who  usually  gets  the  better,  a  farmer  or  a  miller? — It  depends  on  the 
one  and  the  other ;  the  disposition  of  the  parties. 

2896.  The  consideration  of  price  hardly  a£fects  the  present  question  ? — But  it 
would  be  an  important  matter  to  have  an  entry  of  prices,  or  else  how  could  die 
averages  be  taken,  if  the  prices  were  not  taken  ? 

2897.  Do  those  disputes  usually  arise  on  price  or  weight? — They  arise  on  both. 

2898.  Can  you  give  an  instance  ?— Yes,  I  can.  There  has  been  a  dispute  hap- 
pened between  two  very  respectable  individuals  lately,  on  the  purchase  of  barley ; 
there  was  a  misunderstanding  on  the  price.  The  matter  had  been'standing  over  for 
several  months;  it  is  now  settled  by  the  parties  dividing  the  difference  \  the  diffisr- 
ence  would  have  been  about  72  /. ;  they  have  consented  to  divide  the  sum,  one  to 
pay  ^6  L  or  thereabouts,  and  the  other  to  give  up  or  yield  the  difference,  and  settle 
it  amicably  in  that  way.  That  would  have  been  avoided,  I  conceive,  if  the  price 
had  been  entered  by  an  inspector  in  the  presence  of  both  parties. 

2899.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^ncQ  or  on  the  weight  ? — On  price. 

2900.  How 
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2900.  How  did  the  dispute  arise  upon  price  ? — One  thought  he  sold  it  for  so  Mr. 
much  ;  the  other  thought^  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  so  much  less.  William  Biurtov 

2901.  How  did  it  arise  upon  weight  ? — I  think  I  stated  that  in  weight  there  is 

a  difference,  as  1  stated  in  the  onset»  in  the  weights  of  wheat  sold  in  the  same  ^^  '^^^  ^*^^' 
market ;  and  if  1  were  to  ask  a  person  the  price  of  his  com,  he  would  ask  so  much 

money,  and  I  should  perhaps  not  at  the  moment,  (the  weights  are  very  various  in 
a  market,)  I  should  not  know  exactly  what  he  usually  sold,  and  consequently  I  might 
mistake  it,  and  that  being  the  case,  why,  when  we  come  to  settle  the  matter,  when 
the  com  comes  in,  it  would  be  a  different  weight  from  what  I  calculated  upon. 

2902.  Would  not  the  farmer  be  rather  disposed  to  take  a  less  price  on  his  com 
than  to  undergo  the  risk  and  expense  of  taking  his  corn  back,  in  cases  where  the 
miller  objected  that  the  weight  did  not  correspond  with  that  which  was  bargained 
for  ? — He  certainly  would  be  inclined  to  settle  tnat  matter,  and  not  to  take  the  com 
back  again. 

2903.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  use  in  a  concise  memorandum,  stating  the 
quantity,  the  name,  the  species  of  corn,  its  weight  per  bushel,  and  its  price,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  its  condition  ? — It  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  prevent  the  greatest  part  of  the  disputes. 

2904.  Do  you  not  think  the  use  of  measure,  stating  at  the  same  time  the  weight 
per  measure,  would  institute  a  rivalry  between  people  of  different  districts,  and  be- 
tween people  of  the  same  district,  to  produce  superior  corn  ? — Certainly,  if  the  matter 
was  regulated  by  the  weight  per  measure,  every  farmer  would  be  induced  to  bring 
his  com  to  market  as  well  winnowed  as  he  could ;  itVould  weigh  a  greater  weight 
per  bushel  if  it  was  well  winnowed  than  if  it  were  not ;  there  is  a  great  defect  in 
the  farmers  not  cleaning  their  com. 

2905.  Do  you  conceive,  in  case  the  use  of  measure  were  prescribed,  and  it  were 
required  by  law  that  the  weight  per  measure  should  be  made  known,  that  the  farmer 
would  be  obliged  to  thresh  and  clear  the  whole  of  his  com  before  he  took  his 
sample  to  market  ?-^He  certainly  would  be  induced  to  clean  it  much  better,  and 
if  he  studied  what  the  weight  would  be  per  bushel,  he  would  be  in(;)ined  to  clean  it 
as  much  as  he  possibly  could. 

2906.  But  do  you  suppose  he  would  be  obliged  in  that  case  to  thresh  and  clean 
the  whole  bulk,  the  whole  of  his  corn,  before  he  took  a  sample  to  market  ? — I  do 
not  think  he  would  be  absolutely  obliged  to  do  that ;  by  threshing  and  cleaning  a 
pfU't  he  would  know  what  the  weight  would  be. 

2907.  It  would  excite  him  to  clean  the  rest  of  his  com  better ? — Yes;  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  that. 

2908.  Would  it  not  lead  to  establi^ing  a  chu^cter  in  farming,  and  make  a  man 
reputed  a  good  tenant,  if  he  always  produced  good  corn?-t-He  would  certainly  bear 
the  character  of  a  steady  and  good  manager,  and  a  steady  tenant,  among  the  people 
who  purchased  from  him  ;  as  a  roan  who  brought  his  com  to  market  in  a  good  state^ 
be  would  have  preference  with  the  miller. 

2909.  And  would  not  his  estates  bear  the  character  of  the  same  sort  ? — I  think 
the  greater  part  of  that  reputation  would  belong  to  the  farmer.' 

2910.  Would  it  not  have  the  further  beneficial  result  of  putting  into  the  farmer's 
pocket  all  the  additional  price  produced  by  the  improvement  of  his  com  r — Not 
exactly  so ;  he  would  winnow  his  corn  better,  consequently  he  would  have  more 
refuse,  and  though  he  had  a  greater  price  for  his  better  qual%,  still  he  would  not  ^ 
have  quite  so  much  of  it. 

291 1.  You  have  istated  you  use  measures  to  pay  your  threshers  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

2912.  You  would  have  no  objection  to  measure  being  employed  as  a  test  of 
quantity,  if  it  were  checked  by  the  weight  per  measure  ? — I  should  approve  of  it. 

2913.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  farmer  himself  to  be  more  precise  in  his 
bargains? — It  might. 

2914.  Does  com  keep  better  in  the  straw  or  in  a  threshed  state? — In  straw  it 
would  keep  any  length  of  time ;  in  the  straw,  if  it  is  good,  and  in  a  good  condition, 
it  will  keep  a  long  while ;  in  the  chaff,  or  after  it  is  winnowed,  if  it  has  been 
threshed  in  a  bad  condition,  it  will  not  keep  at  all. 

2915.  If  the  quotations  were  improved,  so  that  the  farmer  could  obtain  more 
complete  intelligence  of  the  general  state  of  the  markets,  would  he  not  be  better 
able  to  choose  his  market,  so  as  to  be  beforehand  for  selling  ? — I  think  he  would ; 
he  would  have  a  more  general  knowledge. 

2916.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make  ? — No. 

F  F  2  2917.  You 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


320 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 


Mr. 
Waiktm  Biurioif. 

33  Jose  1834. 


Joku  WUson^Es^. 


Mr. 
Wiltiam  BlurUm. 


2917.  You  are  of  opinion  that  unifonnity  is  denraUe  on  every  ground? — On 
every  ground. 

2918.  Although  you  vrould  jn^r  uniform  weight  to  uniform  measure,  yet  you 
think  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  uniform  measure  combined  with  the  declsra- 
tion  of  the  weigtit  per  measure  ? — I  think  so. 

John  WiUaOj  Esq.  again  called  in ;  and  further  Examined. 

2919.  HAVE  you  anything  further  to  state  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  com  ?— 
Colonel  Pasley,  of  the  corps  of  Royal  Engineers,  in  a  work  published  last  month, 
on  measures,  weight  and  money,  gives  a  report  of  some  experiments,  in  measuring 
and  weighing  com,  made  by  him,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Young,  of  the  same 
corps,  in  December  1832.  [The  fVitness  r^fkn^ed  to  pages  70  and  71,  and  also  to 
page  127.]  In  reference  to  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  the  numerous  deuo- 
minations  and  diversities  in  weights,  I  have  some  additional  matter.  The  additional 
matter  which  I  have  to  communicate,  in  reference  to  the  inconvenience  experienced 
by  the  diversities  in  weights  and  measures,  is  as  follows :  the  ton  of  2,240  pounds, 
the  hundred-weight  of  1 1 2  pounds,  and  its  parts,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  W  eight 
and  Measure  Act,  5th  Geo.  4,  c  74,  and  entirely  suppressed.  It  is  not  generaJly 
Jcnown  that  by  the  23d  section  of  this  Act,  that  certain  statutes,  ordinances  and 
Acts,  ancient  and  modem,  in  so  far  as  regards  weights  and  measures  (68  in 
number,)  are  repealed  :  in  particular,  the  Act  which  authorized  the  stone  of  14  lbs. 
is  to  all  intents  and  purposes /or  ever  repealed,  and  this  weight  is  by  law  abolished. 
By  the  said  section  23d,  there  is  revealed  '^  so  much  of  the  statute  made  in  the 
14th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edwara  the  Third,  as  directs  that  the  sack  of  wool 
ought  to  contain  26  stone^  and  eoery  stone  14  pounds.** 

2920.  ITiat  is  the  old  Act  of  Parliament  ? — Yes ;  which  is  repealed  by  the 
5  Geo.  4,  the  statute  for  equalising  the  weights  and  measures  over  the  empire. 
There  is  also  repealed  *^  so  much  of  a  statute  made  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Richai-d  the  Second,  fis  relates  to  the  regulating  of  weights  and  measures, 
and  to  the  buying  and  selling  of  wool  at  I4lbs.  the  stone.''  Those  are  verbatim 
quotations  from  the  statute  itself,  which  is  in  my  hand ;  and  the  observation  I  have 
to  make  to  this  Committee  is,  that  the  circumstance  of  continuing  the  i4lbs.  sUmt 
in  the  face  of  this  repeal,  occasions  perplexity  and  confusion  in  an  incredible 
degree. 

2921.  Would  you  recommend  the  Committee  to  alter  the  stone ? — No;  Ire- 
commend  to  adhere  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  not  restore  or  continue  a  stone 
which  to  my  apprehension  is  abolished  for  ever,  and  is  perpetually  laid  aside* 

2922.  Do  you  mean  that  corn  is  sold  by  the  stone? — Yes. 

2923.  Where  is  it  sold? — In  England  in  a  great  variety  of  places.  There  is,  in 
this  report,  that  was  put  into  my  hands,  (as  appears  by  Retums  of  Com  Inspec- 
tors, ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed  on  10  March  1834,)  sales  in 
a  number  of  the  market  towns,  as  Diss,  Malton,  York,  Thetford,  &c.,  at  i4lbs.  to  the 
stone. 

2924.  Is  not  that  flour  ? — Yes,  it  is,  and  also  grain«  In  Edinburgh  wheat  varies 
in  weight  from  33  to  37  stone  per  quarter,  beans  from  32  to  38,  and  peas  from  30 
to  36  stone  per  quarter;  the  above  is  I4lbs.  to  the  stone. 

#  Mr.  Blurton^  re-called. 

2925.  AS  to  the  sale  of  corn  in  Staflfordsliire,  you  say  it  is  sold  by  various  weights ; 
does  it  mean  merely  that  the  weights  differ  in  different  towns  ? — It  is  sold  by  weight 
invariably ;  it  is  very  variable  ;  it  is  by  all  kinds  of  weights ;  in  some  instances  it  is 
called  210  and  214,  in  other  places  220,  in  others  224. 

2926.  But  invariably  by  weight  ? — Invariably  by  weight,  which  makes  it  ex- 
tremely inconvenient. 

2927.  In  Derbyshire  it  is  invariably  by  measure  ? — I  know  less  of  Derbyshire. — 
(Mr.  fVilson.)  What  I  mean  to  say  to  this  Committee  is,  that  the  stone  is  in  use 
for  the  sale  of  grain,  and  for  flour  and  oatmeal,  and  particularly  for  estimating  the 
quantity  a  bushel  contains.  If  a  person  is  asked  what  is  the  weight  of  your  bushel 
of  oats,  he  answers,  probably,  three  stone.  I  am  certain  they  sell  by  the  stone,  or 
the  multiple  of  the  stone,  namely,  the  100  weight  of  1 12  lbs.,  which  is  eight  stone. 
There  is  no  higher  denomination  of  weights  in  the  Act  5  Geo.  4,  than  the  avoirdu- 
pois pound  of  7,000  grains. 
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Jovis^  26«  die  Junn^  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Thomas  Gillespy,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

2928.  ARE  you  connected  with  the  Coal  Exchange  in  the  city  of  London  ?  Mr.  Thos.  Gittespy^ 
— I  am.  — — — — 

2929-30.  Do  you  produce  a  model  of  the  machine  that  is  employed  in  bring-      ^^  ^""®  ^^3^' 
ing  coals  out  of  vessels  ? — I  do ;  it  is  now  in  use  in  the  port  of  London  con- 
stantly.    [The  Witness  produced  the  model']    I  have  put  together  everything 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  I  will  hand  in ;  and  I  have  drawn  up  a  State- 
ment, which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  I  will  read. 

\The  Witness  read  the  same.'] 

These  Documents  \vide  Appendix]  will  show  the  magnitude,  the  facility  and 
the  cost  of  an  immense  system,  which  has  been  carried  on  now  for  two  years  and 
a  half  most  completely  and  perfectly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  trade.  Nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  whole  trade  come  to  our  office.  The  charge  is  merely  3rf.  a  ton 
on  an  article  which  is  very  bulky,  and  very  likely  to  do  a  great  deal  of  injury  to 
machinery.  Taking  the  average  of  the  whole  year  we  deliver  above  6OO  tons 
a  day  most  satisfactorily  to  the  whole  trade. 

2931.  Is  the  model  which  you  have  produced  founded  on  a  combination  of 
weight  and  measure  ? — No,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  measure.  The  measure 
was  done  away  with  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  preceded  this  office,  and 
coals  were  to  be  sold  in  the  port  of  London,  and  25  miles  round,  by  weight ; 
It  then  became  an  object  to  bring  the  quantity  as  near  as  possible  to  something 
like  that  to  which  the  public  had  been  accustomed.  The  former  quantity,  the 
chaldron,  was  a  very  vague  measure ;  the  average  was  taken,  and  you  will  find 
in  the  Report  of  the  Coal  Trade  that  some  descriptions  of  coal  weighed  only  25 
cwt.  a  chaldron,  while  others  weighed  as  much  as  30  cwt.  When  coals  were 
directed  to  be  sold  by  tjie  ton,  the  great  object  was  to  bring  the  quantity  as  near 
as  possible  to  what  it  was  before. 

2932.  By  the  new  Act?— By  the  new  Act.     By  the  present  practice  we 
might  sell  coals  by  the  single  cwt.  if  we  liked.     Formerly  they  used  to  be  sold 
in  scores  generally  of  21  chaldron,  and  the  chaldron  was  about  25  cwt.  and ' 
a  half.     The  present  ton  is  rather  less  than  four-fifths  of  the  former  chaldron, 
and  seven  tons  is  a  little  more  than  five  chaldrons  and  a  quarter. 

2933.  Which  weigh  the  most ;  the  worst  coals  or  the  best? — Upon  the  whole 
the  worst  coals  weigh  the  heaviest;  those  that  possess  the  most  bituminous 

Dualities.  There  is  one  particular  sort  which  is  very  light ;  but  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  on  the  coal  trade  you  have  a  variety  of  weights  and  measures. 
Tndeed  the  trade  were  very  much  surprised  at  the  discrepancy  between  the 
weight  of  one  sort  of  coal  and  another  ;  the  weight  was  very  uncertain. 

2934.  The  coal  trade  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  method  that  is  adopted  ? 
—So  much  so  that  we  do  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  trade  that  comes,  and  that 
under  a  voluntary  system,  for  no  person  is  obliged  to  deal  with  us  unless  he 
likes. 

2935.  Has  the  importation  of  coals  diminished  lately  ? — Not  exactly  dimi- 
nished J  but  owing  to  the  last  winter  l^ing  so  mild  we  are  short  of  our  importa- 
tion at  present. 

2936.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  capacity  of  the  vessel  into  which  the  coal  is 
poured  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  exactly ;  we  have  not  taken  any  cubic  dimensions. 

2937.  You  do  not  know  the  cubic  contents  of  it? — No;  the  object  was  to 
have  a  machine  that  would  carry  two  cwt.  and  a  half.  We  had  a  discussion  as 
to  whether  it  should  be  made  to  contain  five  cwt.  at  a  time,  but  we  found  there 
would  be  a  diflSculty  in  weighing  a  quarter  of  a  ton  at  once. 

2938.  Will  you  explain  the  mode  in  which  the  machine  operates  ?— The 
meter  stands  by  the  side,  and  when  he  sees  the  cock  of  the  beam  over  the 
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Mr.  Thos.  GilUspy.  centre  he  draws  the  latch  and  lets  the  coal  into  the  craft.     It  is  so  constructed 
— — —       that  the  meter  can  work  on  either  side  of  it. 

fl6  June  1834.  2939.  Would  not  the  same  kind  of  vessel  and  machinery  be  equally  useful 
in  weighing  and  measuring  corn  ? — In  my  judgment  more  so,  because  some 
coals  are  so  small  that  they  are  not  larger  than  a  small  inkstand,  and  others  that 
come  are  of  such  a  size  tnat  they  are  almost  too  large  for  the  machine,  which 
is  capable  of  containing  two  cwt.  and  a  half.  Coals  are  so  different  in  size  and 
shape  that  they  require  a  stronger  machine. 

2940.  Supposing  the  cubical  contents  of  that  vessel  were  fixed  beforehand, 
should  you  in  that  case  think  it  might  be  well  adapted  for  both  weighing  and 
measuring  coals  ? — I  have  no  doubt  such  a  machine  could  be  adapted  to  any 
given  form  and  shape,  so  as  to  combine  weight  and  measure.  It  was  however  no 
part  of  our  object  to  do  both,  and  we  did  not  attempt  it. 

2941 .  You  say  the  present  mode  of  weighing  coal  is  approved  of  by  the  trade, 
and  executed  with  great  facility  ?^ — Very  great. 

2942.  Is  it  more  or  less  tedious  or  expensive  than  measure? — It  approxi- 
mates as  near  as  possible  to  that  method.  It  is  not  more  costly.  It  is 
equally  facile,  and  we  are  so  habituated  to  it  now  that  I  do  not  think  any  change 
is  likely  to  take  place.     We  are  open  to  improvement,  certainly. 

2943.  In  what  part  of  the  ship  is  the  machine  fixed  ? — On  the  side  of  the 
ship,  so  that  the  coals  may  be  shot  into  the  craft.  There  is  on  the  side  of 
the  craft  an  inclined  plane,  which  takes  the  coals  when  they  are  shot  out  of 
the  shoot. 

2944.  As  soon  as  the  vessel  arrives  do  you  place  one  of  those  machines  on 
the  ship  ? — When  a  vessel  is  arrived,  and  notice  comes  in  to  us,  calling  upon  us 
to  find  a  meter  for  her,  we  send  the  beam  and  weights  on  board,  and  a  meter. 
When  the  ship  comes  in,  the  factor  sends  us  a  paper  in  this  form :  ^  The  ship 
Eliza,  John  Usher,  master,  from  Newcastle,  laden  with  349  tons  of  Peareth 
Wallsend  coals,  having  been  sold  to  the  buyer  named  in  the  tiim  paper  herewitfi 
delivered  in,  you  will  appoint  a  meter  to  weigh  out  the  cargo.'' 

2945.  Is  there  much  trouble  in  putting  these  machines  on  board  ship  ? — ^Very 
little ;  a  man  puts  them  on  board  and  takes  them  back  for  1  ^.  6rf. 

2946.  How  long  does  it  occupy  to  take  the  machine  on  board  and  to  fix  it  ? 
— I  can  hardly  tell  you. 

2947.  Do  you  take  the  posts  to  which,  in  the  model,  the  machine  is  hung  ? — 
Not  the  posts. 

2948.  What  then  are  the  scales  fixed  to  ? — They  generally  run  up  a  couple 
of  poles,  and  a  cross  pole,  and  make  a  gallows  for  themselves.  The  ship  finds 
that  part  of  the  apparatus. 

2949.  If  that  is  not  placed  correctly,  would  there  not  be  some  danger  of  the 
coals  being  incorrectly  weighed  ? — It  is  the  duty  of  the  meter  to  see  that  his 
apparatus  is  in  complete  order  before  he  delivers  any  coals  over  the  side. 

2950.  Do  you  think  that  the  machine  would  be  applicable  to  the  craft  that 
bring  up  the  Kent  and  Essex  corn  ? — I  should  have  no  doubt  that  that  machine, 
or  a  machine  of  a  similar  nature,  might  be  made  very  readily  to  adapt  itself  to 
those  craft.  ' 

2951.  Are  the  meters  sworn  ? — No,  they  are  not.  It  is  a  voluntary  associa-^ 
tion,  and  of  course  they  are  not.  • 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Palmer,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  Nath.  Palmer.      2952.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — Our  hoi^e  of  business  is  in  Aldermanbary. 
'  2953.  What  is  your  firm? — Scott,  Gamett  &  Palmer. 

2954.  You  are  a  partner  in  that  hous%? — I  am. 

2955.  Have  you  very  extensive  dealings  both  in  the  British  and  foreign 
com  trade? — Very  extensive. 

2956.  How  long  have  you  been  concerned  in  it  ? — Above  40  years. 

2957.  What  is  the  amount  of  business  you  have  done  in  any  one  year  in  that 
trade  ? — Closely  approaching  1,200,000/.  sterling  in  one  year. 

2958.  Is  it  not  the  custom  to  sell  all  com  in  the  port  of  London  by  measure  ^ 
—Yes. 

2959-  Does  this  lead  to  any  disputes  between  the  buyer  and  seller  ? — ^Very 
rarely. 

2960.  Is 
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2960.  Is  not  such  confidence  reposed  in  the  meters  of  London  that  neither  Mr.  Naih.  Palmer. 
buyer  nor  seller  ever  thinks  proper  to  attend  in  person  to  see  the  corn  mea-      — — — 
sured  ? — The  buyer  generally  has  a  person  on  board  the  ship,  but  not  to  inter-      26  )m»  1834. 
fere  with  the  measuring ;  he  is  there  to  see  that  the  quality  of  the  grain  corre- 
sponds with  the  sample. 

2961.  In  what  way  does  he  ascertain  that  the  quality  corresponds  with  the 
sample? — He  has  a  sample  that  is  delivered  to  him,  on  the  purchase  being  made, 
upon  the  Corn  Exchange  ;  that  sample  is  taken  from  the  bulk  that  is  on  board 
the  vessel }  and  a?  it  every  now  and  then  happens,  from  a  difference  of  condi* 
tion,  or  from  a  fraudulent  shipment,  that  the  top  of  the  bulk  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  bulk  are  not  precisely  the  same  in  quality,  it  is  to  guard  against  the 
injury  the  purchaser  would  sustain  that  a  person  is  sent  on  board  to  watch  the 
quality* 

2962.  But  that  hardly  answers  the  question ;  the  question  was,  in  what  way 
does  he  ascertain  that  the  quality  does  correspond  with  the  sample? — By  com- 
paring the  bulk  with  that  sample ;  by  looking  at  the  two  together  as  a  tea- 
dealer  would  at  tea,  or  a  seedsman  comparing  one  sample  of  seed  with 
another. 

2963.  By  handling  it,  and  tasting  it,  and  smelling  it  ? — Yes,  by  handling  it» 
tasting  it  and  smelling  it,  and  so  on. 

2964.  Does  he  ever  weigh  any  part  of  it,  to  ascertain  whether  the  bulk  cor- 
responds with  the  sample  ? — Occasionally  I  believe  it  to  be  done ;  indeed,  in 
many  cases  the  buyer  will  ask  what  the  weight  per  bushel  is ;  and  if  a  sale  is 
made  in  which  the  weigbt  is  guaranteed,  of  course  he  would  resort  to  weigh- 
ing ;  but  sales  of  that  description  are  very  rare  in  London ;  the  buyer  is  left  to 
his  own  judgment  as  it  regards  the  weight ;  a  person  accustomed  to  the  thing 
•can  at  once  ascertain,  by  sight  and  feeling,  very  nearly  the  weight  per  bushel  of 
the  grain. 

2965.  But  in  cases  where  the  weight  per  bushel  is  bargained  for,  it  is  not 
unusual  for  the  person  who  attends  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  to  weigh  a  cer- 
tain quantity,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the  bulk  corresponds  with  the  sample? 
— Certainly.  We  ourselves,  in  our  own  practice,  though  we  generally  sell  on 
commission,  send  on  board  a  person,  for  our  own  information,  almost  invariably, 
to  ascertain  the  weight  per  bushel,  that  in  the  event  of  our  having  any  inquiry- 
made  by  the  buyer,  we  may  be  able  to  say  what  the  grain  weighs ;  but  different 
houses  have  difierent  practices.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  general  practice ; 
it  is  the  practice  in  our  house. 

2966.  In  those  cases  what  quantity  is  it  usual  to  weigh? — A  bushel  now  and 
a  bushel  then. 

2967.  And  from  weighing  that  quantity  you  are  enabled  to  form  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  wholfe  bulk  ? — Decidedly  so. 

2968.  As  much  as  100  quarters,  for  instance  ?— With  respect  to  wheat  parti- 
cularly, which  is  the  heaviest  grain  of  any,  generally  speaking,  a  person  would 
be  satisfied  with  weighing  only  every  now  and  then ;  but  with  regard  to  the 
lighter  grain  he  would  weigh  more  Kequently.  What  I  wish  to  be  understood 
as  saying  is  this,  that  with  regard  to  the  lighter  grain  people  would  weigh  it 
rather  more  frequently  than  they  would  weigh  wheat 

2969.  Why  would  they  do  so? — Because  the  inequality  of  the  weight  of 
lighter  grain  is  less  perceptible  than  that  of  wheat. 

2970.  Now  what  is  the  usual  cargo  of  a  ship  that  brings  corn  up  to  the  port 
of  London  ?— 'Very  various ;  from  200  quarters  to  2,500  quarters,  and  in  some 
cases  3,000. 

2971.  What  should  you  say  was  the  average  size? — I  should  say,  more  fre- 
quently than  otherwise,  from  800  to  1,200  quarters.  The  Essex  and  Kentish 
corn  comes  in  vessels  bringing  300  or  400  or  500  quarters,  and  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  corn  in  vessels  of  500  or  600  quarters ;  from  Ireland,  which  is  the  great 
source  of  our  supply  of  oats,  it  is  sent  in  vessels  of  7Cto,  800  or  900,  or  1,000, 
or  even  1,100  or  1,200  quarters,  according  as  they  can  get  them. 

2972.  Are  thdse  cargoes  generally  the  property  of  one  individual,  or  do  they 
come  from  various  persons? — In  many  cases  the  property  of  one  individual; 
but  perhaps  in  as  many  cases  the  property  of  various  persons,  particularly  in 
the  larger  cargoes  they  belong  to  a  variety  of  persons. 

2973.  Is  it  usual  for  a  cargo  to  be  composed  of  various  qualities  of  grain ;  for 
instance,  wheat,  oats  and  baney,  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes. 
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Mr.  Nath.  Palmer.      2974.  Did  you  ever  know  a  case  where  a  vessel  contained  wheat  and  oats  at 
■      the  same  time,  or  wheat  and  barley  ? — Yes. 
26  June  1834,  2975.  Is  that  usual?— It  is  very  frequent. 

2976.  And  various  qualities  sometimes  of  each  kind  of  grain? — Yes. 

2977.  In  those  cases  how  are  the  different  kinds  of  grain  separated  ? — By 
bulkheads. 

2978.  How  are  the  different  qualities  of  the  same  kind  of  grain  separated,  or 
are  they  separated  at  all? — Where  they  are  described  as  of  different  qualities, 
Ihey  would  be  generally  shipped  in  two  different  rooms ;  where  they  are  not 
described  as  of  different  qualities,  they  would  be  in  one  room,  but  that  would 
in  most  instances  be  to  cover  deception. 

2979.  How  so  ? — My  answer  in  this  must  be  a  little  diffuse  to  enable  you  Uy 
comprehend  it.  Grain  is  sometimes  shipped  what  we  call  unfairly,  that  is  ta 
say,  the  better  quality  is  put  upon  the  top,  and  the  inferior  below.  Our  sample 
is  taken  from  the  top  of  the  bulk  necessarily,  and  that  sample  is  exhibited  for 
sale ;  if,  therefore,  the  fraudulent  shipper  puts  an  inferior  quality  below,  and 
it  is  not  detected  by  the  buyer,  the  shipper  obtains  the  advantage  of  it,  and  it 
would  be  in  one  room;  but  if  he  were  to  ship,  meaning  honestly  to  ship,  two* 
sorts  of  wheat  or  any  other  grain^  the  one  considerably  better  than  the  other, 
he  would  ship  them  m  separate  rooms. 

2980.  You  consider  such  as  you  have  mentioned  as  what  you  would  call 
fraudulent  shipments  ? — Fraudulent  shipments  unquestionably. 

2981.  Is  there  much  com  imported  from  Ireland  ? — Very  large  quantities. 

2982.  Should  you  say  that  the  corn  imported  from  Ireland  is  of  an  inferior 
or  superior  description  to  that  which  comes  from  other  parts? — Generally 
inferior. 

2983.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  all  the  good  corn  goes  to* 
Scotland  and  the  bad  to  London  ? — With  regard  to  oats,  unquestionably  they 
select  the  heaviest  for  the  Glasgow  market,  and  they  send  the  lighter  oats  to  the 
London  market,  it  being  of  less  importance  for  horse-corn  if  the  oats  are  not 
of  the  heaviest  description.  Indeed  we  consider  oats  that  weigh  38  or  39  lbs. 
the  bushel  as  good  horse-corn  as  a  horse  need  be  fed  with,  the  best  of  the  Irish 
weighing  42  or  43  lbs.  I  would  say  further,  in  reply  to  this  question,  the 
heaviest  oats  are  sent  to  Glasgow,  because  they  are  better  suited  for  mealing, 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  there  wanted  ;  and  the  lighter  descriptions  to* 
London,  because  here  they  bring  a  higher  proportionate  price. 

2984.  There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  wheat  comes  from  Ireland,  is  there? — 
Not  to  the  port  of  London. 

2985.  It  has  been  stated  by  a  former  witness,  that  all  the  wheats  that  come 
into  this  country  from  Ireland  are  previously  kiln-dried  ;  is  that  the  case  with 
oats  and  barley?— It  is  the  case  with  oats  and  barley. 

2986.  Do  not  the  meters  give  returns  of  the  quantity  measured,  to  the 
meters'  office ;  and  do  not  the  buyer  and  seller  always  get  a  return  of  the 
quantity  from  the  meters*  office? — Yes. 

2987.  Have  you  had  many  disputes  with  your  foreign  or  English  corres- 
pondents respecting  the  correctness  of  measure  in  London  ? — Rarely,  if  ever. 

2988.  Are  fraudulent  shipments  at  all  frequent  ? — More  frequent  from  the 
English  coast  than  from  either  Ireland  or  abroad.  It  is  much  less  frequent 
that  fraudulent  shipments  are  made  from  abroad  than  from  the  English  coasfc. 
In  Holland  particularly,  they  are  most  correct  in  their  shipments. 

2989.  Do  they  sell  all  by  weight  in  Holland  ? — Yes,  combining  weight  and 
measure  together. 

2990.  When  you  receive  com  from  abroad,  does  not  the  measure,  if  the  com 
be  in  good  condition,  generally  come  out  exactly  in  English  measure? — With 
very  few  exceptions  it  does. 

2991.  What  is  generally  the  loss  by  measure  on  wheat  being  kept  in  a 
granary? — I  have  a  paper  here,  which  I  beg  to  lay  before  the  Committee, 
(producing  the  same.)  By  this  paper  it  will  be  shown,  that  on  690,000  quar- 
ters landed  during  20  years,  some  of  which  was  seven  years  in  granary,  the  loss 
amounts  to  two  per  cent.  This  I  consider  conclusive  as  to  the  correctness  of 
measure. 

{TJie  Paper  was  put  in,  and  was  as  follows .-] 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Quantities  of  Wheat  delivered  from  Granarjrfrom  1814  to  1833, 
both  inclusive,  with  the  Gross  Losses  and  Average  Losses  per  Cent,  for  each  Year,  and 
Aggregate  Average  Loss  for  the  last  20  years. 


Mr  Nati.  Palmer. 


YKARS. 


1814 

1815 
1816 
i8i; 
i8i( 
1819 
1820 
1821 

l8S3 

1823 

1824 

1835 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832* 

1833* 


Totals  - 


Quanlhies  of  Wheat, 


19.133 
63,"5 
73.882 

46.i()36 
49.100 

56,357 
11,811 
10,117 
12,882 
15.621 
13.502 
33.958 

3»,797 
ai,i8i 

3«.969 
78.758 

44.369 
41,086 

3M30 

14.079 


691,063 


Annaal  Lomcs. 


194.1 

747-4 
1766.0 

593-1 

816.6 

1182.2 

3064 

2974 
235.2 
336.0 

3097 
8304 
8AI.3 
4894 
618.7 

1426.7 
866.3 

1006.6 
760.1 
293.2 


Auuual  Losses  per  Cent. 


138984 


l.l 
1-3 
2.3 
1.3 
1-6 
2.0 
24 

2.7 

1-6 

2.1 
2.2 

2.3 
2.6 
2.2 

1-7 

1-7 
1-7 
2.3 
2.3 

2.0 


Qru    But.     Pku   Qfs. 
2002 

per  cent,  for  20  years. 


*  If  there  be  deducted  from  the  years  1832 
—  —  —  1833 

Total    - 


4661-7 
2060.6 


6612.6 


Lou. 

272.1 
1204 


392.5 


Hot  Canadian  shipments,  the  Average  Loss  per  Cent,  for  the  Two  Years  will  be,  1832, 1  f ; 
1833,  1  i  ;  thus  reducing  the  20  years'  average  to  1  qr.  7  bus.  2  pks.  6  qts.  per  cent. 


26  June  1834. 


2992.  Should  you  not  say  that  this  was  rather  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of 
measuring  in  the  port  of  London,  than  of  the  correctness  of  the  system  of 
measuring  generally? — Not  seeing  so  much  of  the  mode  of  measuring  in  the 
country,  I  am  less  able  to  speak  to  the  correctness  of  measuring  corn  there. 

2993.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  loss  of  two  per  cent,  that  you  have  men- 
tioned ? — ^1^0  the  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  wheat.  I  should  say,  chiefly 
to  its  being  brought  in  good  condition.  It  being  frequently  landed  out  of 
condition,  and  subsequently  brought  into  good  condition. 

2994.  How  is  it  brought  into  good  condition  ? — By  turning  and  screening. 
2995*  It  is  not  dried  by  artificial  means? — No,  except  in  the  rarest  in* 

stances  ;  if  it  comes  out  of  the  ship  in  a  perfectly  damp  state,  then  it  is  occa- 
sionally kiln-dried,  and  some  of  this  kind,  I  have  no  doubt,  has  been  kiln-dried 
in  that  space  of  time.  I  mean  by  this,  that  some  of  the  wheat  in  the  paper 
alluded  to  has  been  kiln-dried. 

2996.  What  is  meant  by  "  Hot  Canadian  shipments,''  which  occurs  at  the 
bottom  of  this  paper  ? — Wheat  from  Canada  arriving  in  a  hot  state. 

2997.  Why  is  corn  shipped  from  Canada  more  in  a  hot  state  than  other  corn? 
— The  cause  of  the  wheat  from  Canada  coming  more  frequently  in  a  heated 
state  than  that  from  the  Baltic,  &c.  arises  from  the  comparative  length  df  the 
voyage,  that  from  the  latter  being  only  about  14  days. 

2998.  Does  it  begin  to  ferment? — Yes,  particularly  if  it  has  not  originally 
been  well  harvested  j  if  grain  be  well  harvested  it  will  bear  a  long  voyage ;  if 
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Mr.  Nath.  Palmer,  harvested  in  a  wet  and  damp  season,  it  gets  out  of  condition  in  a  very  short 

voyage. 

36  June  1834.  3999.  Should  you  say  that,  generally  speaking,  the  Canadian  com  was  not  so 
well  harvested  as  other  corn  ? — I  say,  in  consequence  of  the  length  of  the  voy- 
age,  that  it  is  more  liable  to  heat  than  the  corn  that  comes  from  nearer  ports; 
and  that,  inasmuch  as  being  liable,  (as  is  the  case  in  all  countries,)  to  be  some- 
times well  and  sometimes  badly  harvested,  and  being  a  longer  time  on  board,  it 
will  more  frequently  happen  to  g«t  out  of  condition. 

3000.  Of  what  size  are  the  granaries  in  London  ? — Our  own  granary,  which  is 
the  largest,  I  believe,  in  London,  will  hold  about  40,000  quarters  of  grain ;  bat 
there  are  various  sizes,  from  1,000  quarters  upwards. 

3001.  Just  describe  what  kind  of  building  the  granary  is  ? — In  point  of  shape 
ours  is  an  irregular  brick  building,  neither  a  square  nor  an  oblong ;  it  was 
obliged  to  be  shaped  according  to  the  street ;  it  is  a  large  building,  consisting 
of  six  floors,  each  floor  holding,  in  round  numbers,  from  6,000  to  7f000  quar- 
ters  of  com. 

3002.  Are  the  floors  of  wood  or  plaster  ? — Wood,  entirely. 

3003.  Deal? — ^Deal. 

3004.  Is  the  building  heated  by  flues  ? — No ;  if  corn  is  dried  it  is  dried  in 
a  separate  building,  and  brought  there  after  it  is  dried.  • 

3005.  Is  corn  kept  in  granaries  in  bulk  ? — In  bulk,  entirely. 

3006.  And  it  is  sent  on  board  the  vessels  in  bulk  ? — In  most  cases  it  is  in 
bulk  on  board  the  vessels. 

3007.  How  do  you  get  it  from  the  vessels  to  your  granary  ?•— It  is  measured 
by  the  meter  in  the  first  instance  into  a  sack,  and  shot  over  the  sack  lA  loose 
bulk  into  the  lighter,  and  then  that  lighter  goes  alongside  the  warehouse ;  and 
for  the  sake  of  conveniently  getting  it  into  the  warehouse,  it  is  again  put  into 
the  sacks,  and  hoisted  into  the  warehouse,  and  shot  into  the  bulk  again. 

3008.  When  you  sell  your  com,  how  is  it  taken  out  of  the  granary  in  order 
to  come  into  the  possession  of  the  purchaser? — The  buyer  sends  sacks  for  it, 
and  it  is  measured  into  th^se  sacks. 

3009.  Are  any  of  the  sacks  weighed  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  its  ever  being 
done. 

3010.  You  are  not  aware  whether  it  is  ever  the  custom  to  weigh  any  part 
of  the  wheat,  in  order  to  instruct  the  buyer  of  the  weight  per  bushel  ?— We 
ourselves  weigh  it,  and  we  have  a  book  at  the  market,  in  which  we  enter  the 
weight  of  all  the  wheat  in  our  possession,  whatever  the  bulk  may  be,  and  the 
buyer  is  generally  perfectly  satisfied  with  that. 

3011.  At  what  time  is  the  com  weighed;  as  soon  as  it  connes  into  yoor 
granary,  or  before  ? — We  generally  weigh  it  as  soon  as  it  comes  into  the  gra- 
nary ;  and  if  it  be  at  all  out  of  condition  when  it  comes,  we  weigh  it  afterwards 

'  when  it  is  in  condition  again ;  because  grain  out  of  condition,  and  particularly 
when  it  is  wet,  will  weigh  much  heavier.  Wheat,  when  it  is  landed  out  of  con- 
dition, will  perhaps  not  weigh  more  than  59  lbs.  per  bushel ;  and  that  idartioi 
wheat,  when  got  into  condition,  will  weigh  60 lbs.,  or  something  more;  there- 
fore we  weigh  it  at  the  two.  times  I  have  mentioned,  in  order  to  ascertain  n^ 
ther  the  loss  in  measure  can  be  accounted  for  by  increase  of  weight  solelyi 
or  by  evaporation  combined  with  it.  We  do  it  for  our  own  information,  ttatt 
in  the  event  of  any  of  our  friends  saying,  "here  is  a  heavy  loss  upon  this  wheat 
on  measure,'^  we  may  be  able  to  reply,  "  it  is  tme  it  does  lose,  but  the  lAeat, 
when  it  came  in,  weighed  so  much  per  bushel,  and  when  we  got  it  into  condi- 
tion it  weighed  so  much ;  and  the  difference  in  weight  will  account  for  the 
difference  in  measure." 

3012.  You  do  not  measure  the  com  again,  as  it  has  been  already  measured? 
— Not  till  it  is  measured  to  the  buyer. 

3013.  For  your  own  information,  you  measure  it  first  of  all  from  the  vessel 
to  the  lighter,  and  then  weigh  it  as  soon  as  it  comes  into  the  granary? — ^Ycs. 

3014.  Then  in  fact  all  com  that  comes  into  your  granary  is  both  measured 
and  weighed  ? — A  bushel  here  and  there ;  not  the  whole  of  it. 

3015.  You  take  a  sample  ? — ^We  have  weights  and  scales  there,  and  we  desire 
a  few  bushels  here  and  there  to  be  weighed  as  it  is  shot  down.;  and  then  sub- 
sequently, after  it  has  got  into  perfect  condition  and  lies  for  sale,  we  desire  it 
again  to  be  weighed,  and  we  Iceep  a  memorandum  of  it  in  our  books. 

3016.  Then  from  the  quantities  of  corn  that  have  been  weighed,  you  are 
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enabled  to  calculate  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  whole  bulk  ? — Of  the  whole  Mr.  Nath.  Palmer. 
bulk.  — 

3017.  And  the  weight  per  bushel  is  entered  in  your  books? — It  is  entered  in      «^  June  >834. 
our  books. 

3018.  What  do  you  hold  to  be  the  standard  of  value  ;  weight  and  measure, 
or  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — Weight  and  measure  combined. 

3019.  And  you  think  that,  in  case  corn  is  sold  by  measure,  warranted  to 
weigh  a  certain  amount  per  bushel,  if  one  or  two  quarters  in  a  100  quarters 
be  weighed,  that  that  will  be  a  sufficient  quantity  by  which  to  test  the  qtiality 
of  the  whole?— My  answer  is,  that  a  careful  buyer  would  perhaps  require 
it  to  be  weighed  rather  more  frequently,  say  five  or  six  times. 

3020.  In  100  quarters? — In  100  quarters. 

3021.  If  in  a  quotation  of  the  prices  of  com  in  one  of  your  market  circulars 
the  weight  well  affixed  to  the  prices,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment ? — My  answer  to  that  is,  that  as  weight  is  only  one  ingredient  of  goodness 
of  quality,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  would. 

3022.  Suppose  a  parcel  of  com  was  sold,  warranted  to  weigh  a  certain  weight 
per  bushel,  would  it  not  be  right  (the  weight  forming  a  part  of  the  bargain)  that 
It  should  be  so  returned,  along  with  the  price  and  quantity,  to  the  inspectors  of 
com  returns  ? — Under  the  existing  law  neither  right  nor  necessary. 

3023.  You  stated  that  it  would  not  be  an  improvement  to  affix  the  weight  to 
the  price  in  the  market  circulars ;  but  suppose  the  quantity,  the  weight  and  the 
price  were  mentioned,  would  that  not  be  an  improvement? — I  think  not,  upon 
the  ground  that  I  state,  that  as  weight  is  only  one  ingredient  of  quality,  I  d6 
not  see  that  it  would  be  any  advantage. 

3024.  But  you  have  the  measure,  the  weight  and  the  price  ? — Yes ;  our  quota- . 
tions  are  from  one  price  to  another,  say  from  505.  to  6O5. ;  we  have,  for  instance, 
a  quotation  for  Dantzic  wheat,  a  quotation  for  Essex  wheat,  a  quotation  for 
Kerftish  wheat,  and  so  on.  It  embraces  the  ordinary  grain  and  the  best  grain. 
The  lowest  price  would  represent  what  we  should  consider  the  lowest  quality  of 
graiUfc  from  the  particular  place  from  which  it  comes,  and  the  highest  price  the 
value  of  the  best ;  so  that  we  consider,  without  stating  the  weight,  the  informa- 
tion we  do  give  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  those  for  whom  we  give  the 
information. 

3025.  But  as  you  have  already  stated  that  weight  combined  with  measure 
is  the  standard  of  value,  why  "should  not  both  those  ingredients  be  stated 
in  the  circulars  ? — Upon  this  ground :  if  we  quote,  for  instance,  Essex  wheat  at 
from  50  s.  to  60^.,  and  it  is  known  that  the  wneat  grown  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
the  best  of  it,  will  weigh  63  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  the  liighest  58  or  59,  we  con- 
sider, in  quoting  it  at  from  50  to  60,  the  persons  to  whom  we  g^ve  that  quota- 
tion will  attach  to  the  lightest  the  lowest  price,  and  to  the  neaviest  the  highest 
price. 

3026.  Do  you  hold  that  weight  is  the  sole  test  of  quality? — Certainly  not. 

3027.  What  do  you  hold  to  be  the  true  test  of  quality  ? — ^The  true  test  of  the 
quality  of  wheat  would  be  weight,  colour,  condition  and  mealiness ;  say,  that 
wheat  which  would  give  the  largest  quantity  of  the  finest  flour,  and  the  least 
quantity  of  offal. 

3028.  Do  you  not  hold  that  colour  is  a  test  of  quality  ? — Certainly ;  white 
wheat  generally  bears  a  higher  price  than  red  wheat. 

3029.  But  you  are  not  asked  with  regard  to  two  different  kinds  of  wheat, 
but  of  the  same  kind  of  wheat,  whether  colour  itself  is  not  a  test  of  quality  ? 
— A  brightness  of  colour  as  compared  with  a  deadness  of  colour,  would  be 
considered  an  ingredient  of  goodness. 

3030.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  usual  to  mix  sulphur  with  corn  that  is  kiln- 
dried  in  England,  the  same  as  is  the  custom  in  Ireland  ? — ^To  a  very  limited 
degree;  partially. 

3031.  Can  that  artificial  colour  be  easily  detected  ? — Yes  j  I  think  generally 
it  can  by  the  smell. 

3032.  Then  wheat  so  artificially  coloured  will  bear  an  inferior  price,  will  it 
not  ?---Certainly. 

3033.  Is  there  anything  in  the  corn  trade  in  London  which  in  your  opinion 
requires  alteration  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  anything  really  that  would  improve  the 
present  system  on  which  it  is  conducted. 

0.36.  ^  G  G  2  3034.  That^ 
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Mr.  Naih.  Palmer.      3034.  That  is  as  far  as  London  18  concerned?— That  is  as  far  as  London  i$ 

concerned. 

26  June  i834.         3035,  But  have  you  not  heard  that  in  other  parts  of  the  country  serious  in- 
conveniences  have  been  felt  from  the  want  of  an  uniform  system  ? — No,  I  should 
say  not.    I  have  heard  persons  upon  the  London  Com  Exchange  advocate  an 
alteration  of  the  system  from  measuring  to  weighing,  but  I  have  not  heard  anj 
'  general  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  persons  for  whom  we  do  business,  of  their 

being  aggrieved  by  the- present  system. 

3036.1  ou  are  not  aware  that  complaints  have  been  made  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  of  a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  selling  corn  ? — No. 

3037.  If  an  alteration  in  the  present  law  were  made  to  this  effect,  that  where 
com  is  sold  by  measure  it  should  be  continued  to  be  sold  by  measure,  but  that 
the  weight  per  bushel  should  be  stated  in  the  quotations ;  and  that  where  com 
is  now  sold  by  weight  it  might  be  continued  to  be  sold  by  weight,  but  that  the 
weight  per  bushel  should  be  also  stated  in  the  quotations ;  should  you  see  any 
objection  to  that  enactment? — Unless  the  enactment  contemplated  any  change 
of  the  laws  to  regulate  the  importation  and  duties  by  weight  instead  of  measure, 
I  do  not  see  any  advantage  that  would  arise  from  the  calling  upon  us  to  give  the 
weight  per  bushel,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  quarters. 

3038.  If  corn  were  sold  by  weighty  it  might  disturb  the  present  system  of 
averages  and  contracts  made  with  reference  to  the  present  system ;  whereas,  if 
that  combined  system  was  adopted,  the  duties  and  the  averages  would  still  be 
taken,  as  they  are  at  present,  upon  measure  ? — I  confess  I  do  not  see  any  advan- 
tage that  would  arise  from  it. 

3039.  Have  you  any  other  remarks  to  make  to  the  Committee  ? — When  it 
was  intimated  to  me  that  it  was  wished  I  should  be  examined  by  this  Committee, 
this  struck  me  as  a  very  remarkable  fact,  and  one  which  shows  that  the  combi- 
nation of  weight  and  measure  is  considered  all  over  Europe,  as  perhaps  the 
roundest  principle  that  can  be  adopted.  As  far  as  regards  the  purchase  of  grain 
in  all  parts  of  the  Continent,  reference  is  made  to  the  Amsterdam  scale.  As 
a  house  pretty  extensively  connected  in  the  foreign  corn  trade,  we  consider 
it  as  so  generally  adopted  everywhere,  that  in  our  circular  card,  in  whlbh  we 
give  the  averages  and  the  duty  consequent,  we  have  introduced  upon  the  back 
of  our  card  the  comparative  weights,  to  enable  our  friends  on  the  Continent  to 
form  their  judgment  upon  what  is  called  the  Dutch  pound,  as  compared  with 
our  weight,  according  to  the  imperial  bushel ;  knowing  from  experience  thai 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  north  of  Europe  the  business  is  transacted 
according  to  the  Amsterdam  scale ;  and  if  you  were  to  send  an  ordef  for  wheat 
to  Dantzic  or  Coningsburg  or  Riga,  or  any  of  those  places,  the  parties  would 
tell  you  what  it  weighed  according  to  the  Amsterdam  scale.  This  refers  to 
wheat  or  any  othe^  grain  in  the  same  proportion ;  and  we  can  ascertain  in 
a  moment  what  it  weighs  in  the  imperial  bushel.  I  only  mention  it  to  show  that 
the  system  of  combining  weight  and  measure  together  prevails  all  over  Europe; 
that  has  been  the  practice  as  long  as  I  can  remember  anything,  and  it  still 
exists, 

[The  Witness pta  in  a  Card,  on  the  back  qf  which  was  thefollcmng  Scak:] 

Amsterdam  Cora  Scale. 

lbs.  lbs. 

130  Amsterdam  scale  is,  per  imperial  bushel,  about         -        -  61  i 

120  -        -        .        -        .  ditto  -        -        -        -        -  56 1 

110  -        -        .        -        -  ditto  -        -        -        -        -  52 

100-        -        -        .        -  ditto  -        •        .        -        -474 

90  -        -        -        -        -  ditto  -        -        -        -        -  4«  J 

80 ditto  -        -        -        -        -  37 1 

70  -        -        -        -        -  ditto  -        -        -        -        -  33 

60  -        -        .        •        -  ditto  -        •        -        -        -  284 

9 ditto 44 

8 ditto 3l 

7 ditto 34 

6  -        -        .        .        .  ditto 2  j 

5 ditto 34 

4 ditto  ...        -        -     2 

3  -        -        -        -        -  ditto 1 J 

2  -        -        -        -        .  ditto  .        -        ...     1 

1 ditto  •--..} 

3040.  Yott 
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3040.  You  say  it  is  understood  to  refer  to  the  Dutch  pound ;  how  does  that  Mr.  Nath.  Palmtn 
•unite  measure  ? — Because  we  put  it  in  comparison  with  the  imperial  bushel  to       ■ 

make  our  own  calculations,  and  to  enable  our  friends  on  the  Continent  to  make      ^  J»n«  1^34- 
their  calculations. 

3041.  If  you  so  entirely  approve,  as  it  would  seem  you  do,  of  the  combined 
system  of  selling  by  weight  and  measure,  what  objection  do  you  see  to  having 
the  weight  per  measure  quoted? — I  only  object  to  it  upon  this  ground,  that  I 
do  not  see  any  benefit  that  would  arise  from  it,  and  I  think  the  multiplicity  of 
ligures  very  frequently  leads  to  wrong  conclusions.  I  think  the  present  system, 
looking  at  the  manner  in  which  it  operates  in  London,  is  sufficient  for  every 
purpose. 

3042.  Although  you  do  not  see  any  advantage  that  might  arise  from  such  an 
alteration,  you  do  not  sees^ny  objection  to  it? — Certainly  not.  I  do  not  see 
any  advantage,  neither  do  I  see  any  objection  to  the  thing. 

3043.  Of  course  your  evidence  merely  applies  to  the  London  markets? — 
Exactly  so.  In  answer  to  a  former  question,  I  stated,  that  "  it  is  more  fre- 
quently the  practice  in  the  country  than  in  London  to  sell  by  the  combined 
system  of  measure  and  weight ;  but  it  is  occasionally  done  in  the  latter.** 
Although  there  is  an  understanding  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller  of  the 
weight,  we  never  guarantee  the  weight.  Combining  weight  and  measure  is 
xnore  the  practice  at  the  out-ports,  the  sales  being  made  there  under  what  is 
denominated  free  on  board  sales.  The  buyer  not  being  upon  the  spot,  the 
seller  guarantees  to  him  that  the  wheat  so  put  on  board  shall  weigh  so  much  per 
bushel. 

3044.  Explain  what  you  mean  by  a  free  on  board  sale  ? — A  free  on  board 
sale  is  at  a  certain  price  put  on  board  the  ship ;  and  1  should  say  in  London  it 
is  less  frequent,  because  the  grain  is  upon  the  spot,  and  can  be  seen  by  the 
-buyer.  We  are  frequently  asked  by  the  buyers,  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the 
wheat  we  exhibit  for  sale  j  we  having  previously  weighed  it,  can  state  to  them 
what  it  is,  and  do  it. 

3045.  In  fact,  no  person  would  buy  corn  without  ascertaining  either  by  actual 
weighing  and  measuring,  or  by  means  of  his  own  skill,  the  weight  per  measure 
of  what  ne  buys? — I  should  say  none  but  a  very  ignorant  person  would. 

3046.  In  your  practice  does  it  not  often  happen  that  customers  in  the  coun- 
try write  to  you,  requesting  you  to  send  them  a  certain  quantity  of  corn  at  a 
certain  weight  per  bushel  ? — Very  rarely  indeed. 

3047.  Are  such  sales  effected  in  London  or  not  ? — Probably  they  are  occa- 
sionally. 

3048.  To  what  class  of  persons  do  you  usually  sell  your  com? — To  millers, 
to  distillers,  to  corn-dealers,  to  corn-chandlers,  and  to  the  retailers  generally. 

3049.  The  Committee  wish  to  know  with  whom  are  the  greatest  part  of 
jour  transactions  f—'^The  greatest  part  of  our  transactions  in  wheat  are  with 
millers,  in  barley  with  distillers,  in  oats  with  what  we  term  dealers,  and  with 
persons  who  keep  a  great  many  horses,  livery  stable-keeperf  and  persons  of 
that  description. 

3050.  Are  your  dealings  chiefly  in  wheat,  oats  or  barley  ? — I  think  we  sell 
more  wheat  in  proportion  than  of  other  ^rain. 

3051.  Do  you  buy  any  flour? — If  we  have  orders  to  buy  flour  j  occasionally 
we  do  so.     Sometimes  we  make  some  purchases  in  America. 


^.36.  003  • 
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LuruBy  3(f  die  Jtmii,  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Alexander  Craig^  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  Akx.  Craig.        3052.  WHERE  do  you  reside?— At  Hawkhead  Mills,  in  the  county  of  Renfrew. 
"""■""■"""•  3^>53-  What  is  your  occupation  ? — That  of  a  miller. 

30  June  1834.  3054.  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  becoming  conversant  with  the  practice  of 

selling  corn  throughout  Scotland  ? — I  have. 

3055.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  what  they  are  in  various  districts,  and  of  those  parts 
of  the  country  with  which  you  are  best  acquainted  ? — Generally  speaking,  com  is 
sold  by  measure  throughout  the  various  parts  of  Scotland.  In  Glasgow,  and  the 
neighbourhood  there^  a  great  deal  of  it  is  sold  by  weight 

3056.  Will  you  state  what  com  is  sold  in  Glasgow  by  weight,  and  what  by 
measure  ? — The  practice  varies  with  respect  to  every  sort  of  corn.  Irish  cofh,  in 
wholesale  transactions,  is  always  sold  by  weight ;  in  retail  it  is  frequently  sold  by 
measure ;  corn  from  Uie  east  coast  of  Scotland  is  most  generally  sold  by  measore, 
but  frequently,  in  consequence  of  special  bargain,  by  weight. 

3057.  What  is  the  reason  that  when  com  is  sold  by  measure,  that  special  bar- 
gain should  be  made  to  sell  it  by  weight? — Because  the  buyers  prefer  buying  by 
weight  at  all  times  when  they  can  manage  it 

3058.  By  buyers,  do  you  mean  millers  ? — Yes,  generally  ;  almost  exclusi?ely 
millers. 

3059.  Is  there  any  marked  distinction  in  the  modes  of  selling  com  in  the  differ- 
ent districts  in  Scotland  ? — Except  in  Glasgow,  it  is  generally  sold  by  measure. 

3060.  What  is  the  reason  that  corn  is  more  frequently  sold  by  weight  in  Glas- 
gow than  in  any  other  parts  of  the  country  r — The  principal  reason,  I  apprehend, 
is,  that  so  great  a  quantity  of  Irish  corn  is  sold  in  Glasgow ;  and  the  reason  that  it 
is  sold  by  weight  is,  that  it  is  always  purchased  by  weight  in  Ireland.  Another 
reason  is,  that  the  buyers  can  best  ascertain  the  value  of  what  they  are  getting  by 
weight  rather  than  by  measure. 

3061.  By  the  latter  part  of  your  answer  you  would  seem  to  infer  that  the  bayen 
in  Glasgow  had  a  clearer  idea  of  their  own  interests  than  those  in  any  other  parts 
of  Scouand  ? — I  cannot  say  precisely  that.  We  could  have  no  idea  of  the  value 
of  what  we  were  buying  except  by  its  weight ;  measure  is  not  a  correct  method  of 
ascertaining  quantity.  You  can  only  ascertain  the  bulk  of  a  thing  by  measuring  it; 
but  the  bulk  has#io  reference  to  its  true  quantity. 

3062.  You  say  that  by  measure  you  can  only  ascertain  the  bulk  of  com?— 
Yes. 

3063.  Can  you  do  anything  more  than  by  weight  alone  ? — By  weight  alone  we 
ascertain  the  available  or  useful  quantity  of  what  we  are  getting. 

3064.  What  do  you  mean  by  available  or  useful  quantity? — As  available  for  our 
purpose  of  turning  it  into  flour  or  meal. 

3065.  You  are  still  speaking  as  a  miller? — Yes;  but  I  think  it  makes  little  dif- 
ference, because  the  available  quantity  to  a  miller  is  the  same  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, feeding  cattle,  or  anything  of  that  k;nd  ;  the  value  depends  on  the  quantity 
of  nutritious  substance  it  contains,  which  can  only  be  ascertained  by  weight 

3066.  How  can  weight  singly  tell  you  the  quantity  of  nutritious  matter  con- 
tained in  any  bulk  of  com? — The  weight  singly  will  not  with  perfect  accuracy  tell 
us  that,  but  it  comes  very  near  it. 

3067.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  Irish 
trade  in  corn  ? — I  have  had  very  considerable  intercourse  with  the  Irish  trade  ia 
com. 

3068.  What  practices  prevail  there ;  and  in  what  respect  do  they  differ  from  the 
Scotch  practices  ? — ^The  practice  there  is  to  sell  invariably  by  weight,  without  re- 
ference to  measure  at  all,  so  far  as  I  know. 

3069.  You  have  no  other  means  of  accounting  for  the  prevalence  of  weight  at 
•      Glasgow,  except  the  fact  of  com  being  purchased  by  weight  in  Ireland  ? — That  is 

one 
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one  reason  ;  that  perhaps  was  the  reason  of  its  introduction  at  first ;  at  one  period  Mr.  Alex.  Craig. 

all  com  was  sold  in  Glasgow  by  measure.  

3070.  Just  inform  us  of  the  date  of  the  change? — About  thirty-five  or  forty  3o  June  1834. 
years  ago.     Besides,  the  buyers  generally  prefer  buying  by  weight,  in  consequence 

of  knowing  better  what  they  are  about  when  they  do  so.  ^ 

3071 .  At  the  time  when  corn  was  sold  by  measure  in  Glasgow  there  was  very 
little  trade  with  Ireland,  was  there? — There  was  very  little  compared  ivith  what 
there  is  now. 

3072.  Is  weight  employed  in  selling  corn  not  the  produce  of  Ireland  ?~It  is. 

3073.  Some  corn  is  still  sold  by  measure  in  Glasgow,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  is  generally  sold  by  measure,  except  there  is  a 
special  bargain  made  to  sdl  by  weight. 

3074.  Is  there  much  com  comes  into  Glasgow  firom  the  eastern  parts  of  Scot- 
land ? — There  is  a  large  quantity.  I  have  a  paper  which  will  explain  that.  In  the 
last  five  years  there  were  127,577  tons  of  corn  brought  along  thTc  Great  Canal  from 
the  east  coast  of  Scotland  to  Gkusgow,  maiung  an  average  of  25,475  tons  a  year. 

3075.  Can  you  state  the  average  importation  of  com  into  Glasgow  from  the 
westward  ? — ^Tiie  average  importation  from  the  westward  into  Glasgow,  for  the  last 
three  years,  is  374,094  quarters,  of  all  kinds.  There  is  a  great  quantity  imported 
into  Greenock  likewise,  a  great  part  of  which  comes  into  the  Glasgow  market. 

3076.  The  importation  firom  Ireland  is  chiefly  of  oats,  is  it  not? — Yes,  four- 
fifths  of  the  quantity  is  impof  taticm  of  oats. 

3077.  Is  the  importation  from  the  east  chiefly  of  oats,  wheat  or  barley  ? — I  think 
thai  a  larger  proportion  of  wheat  is  imported  from  the  east  than  oats,  but  I  could 
get  no  correct  return  of  that.  I  may  explain,  that  the  return  from  the  Custom- 
house has  only  refelrence  to  Irdand  and  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  that  com  from  the 
south-west  coast  of  Scotland,  Dumfries-shire,  Galloway  and  Ayrshire,  is  not  in- 
cluded ;  there  is  no  account  kept  of  it  in  the  Custom-house.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
people  in  the  trade,  tteit  the  average  importation  of  corn  into  Glasgow  exceeds 
750,000  quarters  from  all  parts,  including  land  carriage. 

3078.  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  what  proportion  of  that  750,000 
quarters  is  of  wheat  ? — No,  I  have  no  accurate  means  of  ascertaining  the  propor- 
tion of  wheat. 

3079.  Is  the  chief  part  of  that  com  consumed  in  Glasgow,  or  is  it  re-exported  ? — 
In  ordinary  seasons  it  is  all  consumed  in  Glasgow  and  Paisley,  but  in  bad  seasons 
a  larger  quantity  is  imported  to  supply  the  surrounding  country* 

3080.  Will  you  be  so  good, as  to  state  in  what  way  you,  as  a  miller,  purchase 
com  that  comes  from  the  eastward  ? — By  weight  as  often  as  I  can  ;  sometmes  they 
refuse  to  sell  by  weight. 

3081.  What  are  the  classes  of  persons  who  usually  refuse  to  sell  by  weight? — 
The  corn-factors  ;  and  their  reason  for  refusing  is,  that  grain  from  the  east  is  gene- 
rally shipped  by  measure;  and  they  have  no  proper  check  on  the  ship-master, 
unless  the  ship  is  discharged  by  the  same  method  in  which  it  is  usually  loaded ; 
besides,  there,  th6  persons  who  consign  the  grain  to  them  wish  it  sold  by  measure, 
in  consequence  of  it  being  tlie  way  in  which  they  can  best  ascertain  their  profit  or 
return  from  it^That  is  the  reason  given  to  us  for  it 

3082.  When  you  find  that  any  person  refuses  to  sell  you  com  by  weight,  what 
kind  of  bargain  do  you  make  with  him  ? — We  ask  them  the  weight  per  measure, 
and  calculate  the  value  of  it  accordingly. 

3083.  The' weight  per  imperial  bushel? — Of  late,  generally  speaking,  by  the 
imperial  bushel. 

3084.  Are  you  satisfied,  in  those  cases,  to  take  the  guarantee  of  the  seller  as  to 
the  w  eight  per  bushel,  or  in  what  way  do  you  proceed  to  ascertain  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  the  corn  delivered  to  you  ? — We,  in  the  course  of  delivering  the 
cargo,  make  frequent  trials  of  the  we^ht  per  bushel ;  and  if  it  rans  short  of  its 
description  of  sale,  we  object  to  it. 

3085.  What  do  you  mean  by  making  fraquent  trials  ? — We  fill  the  bushel,  and 
weigh  it  at  the  ship. 

3086.  How  often  would  you  do  that  in  a  cargo  of  1,000  quarters  ? — There 
are  very  seldom  cargoes  of  1,000  quarters  come  from  the  eastward  by  the  canal. 

3087.  What  is  the  usual  cargo? — From  250  to  300.    We  invariably  weigh  it  at 
the  beginnmg ;  and  if  by  personal  inspection  during  the  delivery  we  have  any  sus- 
picion of  its  becoming  worse  in  quality,  we  weigh  it  again  and  again  ^  sometimes    • 
it  is  never  weighed  more  than  once. 

o,36.  G  G  4  3088.  Do 
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Ml.  Alex.  Craig.        3088.  Do  you  mean  that  you  weigh  the  whole  bulk  in  the  first  instance?— No -^ 

I  mean  that  we  weigh  a  single  bushel,  in  cases  where  we  are  purchasing  by 

30  June  1834.      measure. 

3089.  And  from  the  single  bushel  so  weighed  in  the  first  instance,  you  can  form 
^          a  pretty  accurate  calculation  as  to  the  quality  of  the  remainder  of  the  corn? — Yes; 

combined  with  personal  inspection,  with  regard  to  sweetness,  colour,  and  soon; 
but  our  principal  reason  for  carefully  watching  the  weight  during  delivery  is  to  see 
that  we  get  proper  quantity,  for,  as  formerly  explained,  by  weight  only  and  not  by 
bulk  we  estimate  quantity. 

3090.  Whether  you  bought  by  measure  or  by  weight,  or  by  so  much  per  imperial 
bushel,  you  would  in  each  case  take  into  account  the  colour,  and  all  those  circum- 
stances which  constitute  the  condition  of  the  com  ? — We  should, 

3091  •  You  do  not  farm  at  all  ? — I  have  farmed  a  little ;  not  extensively. 

3092.  Your  business  is  exclusively  that  of  a  miller,  is  it  not? — Yes;  I  am  a 
grain  dealer,  I  am  not  a  grist  miller ;  I  grind  my  own  stuff  only,  with  the  exceptioop 
of  trifling  quantities  for  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood. 

3093.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  entering  into  contracts  at  a  distance  for  the  pur- 
chase of  large  quantities  of  corn  ? — Yes ;  commonly  with  parties  in  Ireland. 

3094.  Then  those  contracts  would  be  chiefly  for  oats  ? — Exclusively  for  oats,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned. 

3095.  What  is,  generally  speaking,  the  terms  of  your  contract? — In  the  eastern 
parts  of  Ireland  we  buy  it  by  the  barrel  of  196 lbs.,  being  14  stone;  14 lbs. 
to  the  stone.  There  is  not  a  sample  sent;  generally  we  take  we  word  of  oar  cor- 
respondent for  the  quality ;  whether  it  is  of  good  colour  and  sweet,  and  otherwise 
sound. 

3096.  Is  Glasgow  a  sample  market  ? — ^There  is  no  regular  market  at  all ;  the 
grain  sold  in  Glasgow  is  sold  by  sample  at  merchants*  counting-houses.  I  may 
explain  also,  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  purchased  from  the 
neighbouring  farmers  by  millers  and  bakers,  and  others,  which  is  also  purchased 
by  sample. 

3097.  When  com  is  so  purchased,  is  it  not  usual  to  inquire  how  much  the  bulk 
will  weigh  per  bushel  ? — In  purchasing  from  farmers  that  question  is  invariably 
put,  because  they  sell  by  measure,  and  it  is  the  weight  per  measure  that  we  look  to; 
but  in  purchasing  from  merchants,  who  sell  by  weight,  less  attention  is  paid  to  the 
weight  per  measure ;  I  speak  of  wheat.  ^ 

3098.  But  the  transactions  of  the  Glasgow  market  are  chiefly  confined  to  oats, 
and  those  in  oats  coming  from  Ireland,  are  they  not  ? — ^There  is  a  large  proportion 
of  business  of  that  kind  ;  but  there  is  also  a  large  quantity  of  wheat,  the  produce  of 
Ireland  and  the  eastem  coast  of  Scotland  and  England,  sold  in  Glasgow. 

3099.  I  understood  you,  in  the  former  part  of  your  evidence,  to  state  that  four- 
fifths  of  the  corn  that  comes  fi*om  Ireland  was  oats  ? — That  is  tlie  case  with  regard 
to  what  comes  from  Ireland;  but  not  the  case  with  regard  to  what  comes  from  the 
east  coast. 

3100.  But  then  you  said  that  the  chief  part  of  the  corn  that  came  from  the  east 
coast  was  sold  by  measure  ? — Except  in  special  bargains.  I  may  explain  also,  that 
oats  and  barley,  and  beans  and  peas,  from  the  east,  are  very  g^erally  sold  by 
measure ;  but  wheat,  even  from  that  quarter,  is  always  sold  by  weight. 

3101.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  wheat  coming  from  the  eastem  parts  of  Scot- 
land is  not  usually  sold  by  measure  ? — No,  it  is  sold  by  weight.  The  practice  of 
selling  wheat  by  measure  in  Glasgow  market  is  in  a  great  degree  confined  to  what 
is  purchased  from  the  surrounding  country. 

.  3102.  When  you  say  that  wheat  is  chiefly  sold  by  weight,  do  you  mean  weight 
alone,  or  a  certain  weight  per  bushel  ? — Weight  alone.  Of  course,  in  purchasing 
it  we  judge  of  the  weight  per  bushel  with  regard  to  its  quality,  as  far  as  we  can. 

3103.  So  that  in  all  cases  you  would  take  into  your  consideration  what  the  com 
would  weigh  per  bushel,  although  that  did  not  form  a  part  of  your  bargain  ?— If 
there  is  any  extreme  lightness  apparent  in  the  sample  we  should  inquire  the  weight 
per  measure,  but  in  ordinary  cases  we  should  not.  I  believe,  in  g-ioths  of  the 
bargains  made  in  wheat  in  Glasgow,  no  reference  is  made  to  the  weight  per  bushel. 
The  great  object  with  the  buyer,  after  being  satisfied  with  the  sample,  is  to  ascer- 
tain what  weight  he  is  getting ;  he  therefore  buys  by  weight. 

3104.  What  do  you  mean  by  what  weight  he  is  getting  ;  because  if  a  man  weighs 
1,000  pounds  of  corn,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  what  weight  he  would  get?— But 
in  purchasing  by  measure,  he  requires  to  know  the  weight  before  he  purchases. 

3105.  I*"^ 
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3105.  I  am  asking  about* purchases  by  weight? — What  1  formerly  explained    Mr.  Alex.  Craig, 

bears  upon  that.     In  purchasing    by  weight  we  seldom  inquire  the  weight  per       — • 

measure,  unless  we  see  something  extreme  in  the  sample;  we  are  gettmg  a  certain      ^  •'""^  *^^ 
weight,  with  which  we  are  satisfied. 

3106.  Are  the  vessels  discharged  in  the  port  of  Glasgow  with  or  without  the 
use  of  lighters  ? — They  are  discharged  without  the  use  of  lighters.  Some  large  ves- 
sels are  discharged  at  Greenock  into^ lighters,  the  river  not  having  sufficient  depth 
to  bitng  them  up,  and  what  is  brought  in  lighters  is  brought  in  bulk. 

3107.  Are  you  speaking  of  Irish  corn  ? — I  am  speaking  of  all  sorts  of  corn. 

3108.  Are  they,  as  at  Liverpool,  frequently  discharged  directly  on  the  quays  ? — 
They  are  always  discharged  directly  on  the  quays. 

31 09.  Can  you  state  what  length  of  time  is  usually  occupied  to  discharge  a  cargo  ?  * 
— We  can  get  wtighed  500  quarters  in  a  day. 

3110.  How  many  men  are  occupied  in  the  discharge  of  the  cargo  ? — ^There  arc 
five.  There  is  one  man  fills  the  bucket  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel ;  another  weighs 
it ;  there  are  two  employed  in  putting  it  into  bags  and  tying  the  bags ;  and  one 
employed  in  carrying  it  ashore  and  putting  it  in  the  cart. 

311 1.  At  what  wages ? — They  are  paid  by  the  task;  and  all  this  work  is  done, 
the  corn  filled  and  weidied  and  put  into  the  sacks,  and  the  sacks  carried  ashpre, 
for  9^.  a  ton.  What  1  mean  to  say  is,  8  9.  10  rf.  the  100  bolls ;  it  is  as  near  as 
possible  9  ^.  a  ton. 

3112.  How  is  the  com  put  in  the  sacks  ;  with  what  measure  of  capacity ;  with 
the  scoop  or  the  bushel  ? — It  is  filled  in  the  bucket  in  the  hold  of  tfie  ship,  hoislbd 
by  the  ship's  crew  to  the  deck,  weighed  there,  and  emptied  out  of  that  bucket  inta 
the  sack. 

3.113.  What  sort  of  scales  are  used? — ^A  common  beam  and  scale^at  one  end> 
and  this  bucket  at  the  other  to  counterpoise  it. 

3114.  Then  tl>e  bucket  is  a  counterpoise  to  the  scale  of  the  platform  on  the 
other  side  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

3115.  By  whom  is  the  process  of  weighing  performed? — By  the  weigher  s  just 
a  person  who  is  employed  for  the  purpose,  and  who  employs  all  the  other 
labourers. 

3116.  Is  he  an  authorized  person? — I  do  not  think  he  is  appointed  by  any 
person  particularly ;  if  the  merchants  have  confidence  in  him  they  employ  him. 

3117.  He  i3  only  a  person  in  whom  the  merchants  may  have  confidence,  but 
not  a  regularly  appointed  officer  ?— He  is  not  a  regularly  appointed  officer^  that 
I  am  aware  qt. 

3118.  When  the  sacks  are  weighed,  where  are  they  put? — They  are  carried 
ashore,  and  put  in  the  cart  to  go  to  the  granaries. 

3119.  What  is  the  usual  weight  of  the  sack  ? — A  sack  of  wheat  contains  240  lbs.  ^ 
beans  and  peas,  when  weighed,  the  same ;  when  measured,  four  bushels. 

3120.  Four  imperial  bushels? — ^Yes.  Oats,  which  are  almost  always  weighed, 
198  lbs. 

3121.  Is  there  any  allowance  for  beamage? — No. 

3122.  Nothing  deducted  for  the  weight  of  the  sack  ? — The  sacks  are  not  weighed  ; 
it  is  weighed  in  the  bucket  before  it  is  put  into  the  sack. 

31 23.  Is  the  corn  emptied  out  of  the  sacks  when  it  is  put  into  the  granary,  or 
cloes  it  stand  in  the  sack  ? — It  is  emptied  always. 

3 1 24.  When  it  is  taken  out  of  the  granary,  is  it  usually  weighed  or  measured  ?^ 
— That  is  subject  to  the  same  exceptions  and  regulations  as  when  taken  out  of 
the  ship:  in  some  cases  it  is  weighed,  and  some  measured;  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  it  is  weighed. 

3125.  You  think  that  weight  is  more  accurate  than  measure? — I  do. 

31 26.  Is  it  more  or  less  costly? — I  should  think  it  rather  cheaper ;  I  believe  the 
charge  is  the  same  for  either  the  one  or  the  other  in  Glasgow. 

3127.  When  wheat  is  measured  in  Glasgow,  can  you  describe  the  process?— 
The  bushel  is  filled  with  the  shovel,  and  rolled  along  the  surface  with  a  roller  of 
hard  wood. 

3128.  On  what  surface? — The  surface  of  the  bushel  measure. 

3129.  You  have  described  the  process  of  weighing  com ;  you  are  now  desired 
to  describe  the  process  of  measuring  corn,  and  getting  it  out  of  the  vessel  in  which- 
it  is  shipped  into  the  granaries? — The  bushel  is  fill«d  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  and 
rolled  or  stricken,  hoisted  to  the  deck,  put  in  bags  on  the  deck,  and  these  bags- 

0,36.  H  H  carried,  ^ 
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•Mr.  Akx.  Craig,    carried  ashore  to  the  cart  and  carted  to  the  granaries  ]  aad  then  the  oorn  is  emptied 
■  out  of  the  sacks  on  the  floor  of  the  granary. 

30  June  1854,  3130,  How  many  men  are  employed  in  measuring? — ^There  are  four ;  there  is 

the  measurer  below,  the  two  persons  above  to  hdd  the  bags  and  tie  them,  and  one 
to  carry  them  ashore. 

3131.  Then  there  is  one  man  less  anployed  in  measuring  than  in  weiring?— 
There  is,  ^ 

3132.  How  mudi  can  be  disdiarged  by  measurement  in  a  day  ? — I  cannot  ipeak 
so  accaratdy  as  to  that ;  but  not  so  much,  certainly,  as  can  be  weighed,  lliere 
are  fomr  bushels  put  into  every  bag.  The  bucket  contains  a  larger  quantity  tiian 
a  bushel,  and  there  is  time  saved  ;  there  is  more  speed  in  weighing  than  in  mea- 

•  surtng,  a  great  deal. 

3133.  From  your  own  knowledge  you  cannot  speak  to  the<}uantity  that  has 
been  discharged  in  the  course  of  a  day,  by  measure  ? — I  cannot  speak  accurately. 

3134.  What  is  the  most  you  have  known  discharged  by  measurem^t  in  the 
course  of  a  day  ? — I  cannot  particularly  ronember. 

3135.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  difference  ? — I  think  there  is  a  very  coI^d«^ 
able  difference,  probably  a  third  more  by  weighing  than  can  be  measured. 

^136.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practice  ol  measuring  corn  in  the  port  of 
London  ? — I  am  not ;  I  have  never  seen  it  done  here. 

3137.  Do  you  know  what  the  cost  of  measuring  a  cargo  of  corn  is? — I  have 
already  said  Ss.  10  d.  the  hundred  bolls,  which  is  equal  to  about  9  ^.  a  ton  ;  that 
Deludes  all  th^  labonr  connected  with  the  weighing  or  measuring,  and  carrying 

ashore. 

3138.  Therefore  the  charge  of  weighing  a  cargo  and  measuring  a  cargo  would  be 
at  the  sam^rate;  that  is  to  say^  about  gd.  b,  ton? — It  is  differently  charged,  as  in 
measuring  the  measurer  does  not  chaise  for  the  labourers ;  but  by  the  time  they  are 
paid,  the  cost  is  as  near  as  possible  the  same. 

3139.  Can  you  state  how  it  happens  that  the  charge  should  be  the  same  in  bodi 
cases,  when  in  one  case  five  men  and  in  the  other  case  only  four  men  are  employed? 
— The  five  men  make  more  progress  considerably  in  weighing  than  four  men  do  in 
measuring. 

3140.  Is  that  any  reason  for  the  charge  being  the  same  ? — It  is  an  old  practice ; 
it  has  no  reference  to  wages,  because  they  are  not  constantly  employed. 

3141.  Are  the  meters  authorized  persons? — They  are  not  particukcrly  autho* 
riz^,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

3142.  They  are  not  appointed  by  the  authorities  of  the  town,  any  more  than  the 
weighers  ? — No,  they  are  the  same  class  of  persons. 

3143.  Then  the  same  individuals  are  sometimes  employed  in  weighing  and  some- 
times in  measuring  the  com  ? — Yes. 

3144.  Did  you  ever  hear  those  persons  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  comparative 
labour  of  weighing  or  measuring  ? — No,  I  have  not ;  the  general  impression,  how- 
ever, is,  that  weighing  is  easier  than  measuring  ,*  undoubtedly  it  is  so. 

3145.  Do  disputes  ever  arise  on  account  of  measuring? — Sometimes  they  do; 
disputes  frequently  arise  in  consequence  of  measuring. 

3146.  Do  they  ever  arise  on  acc(»mt  of  weighing? — Very  seldom  indeed. 

3147.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  usual  grounds  of  dispute  when  corn  is 
measured  ? — There  is  a  dispute  very  frequently  arises  as  to  whether  measure  is 
given,  because  in  trying  the  measure  of  a  sack  of  corn  it  frequently  will  not  measure 
out 

3148.  When  the  measurement  of  com  has  been  disputed,  how  is  the  correctness 
of  it  ascertained  ? — It  is  ascertained  by  trying  it  over  just  with  another  bushel. 

3149.  A  single  bushel? — A  sack  or  a  cwt.,  or  a  given  quantity  is  all  measured 
♦                       over  agsiin ;  and  there  is  very  little  accuracy  in  measure,  for  I  never  saw  that  two 

people  could  measure  the  same  thing  over  twice  the  same  way. 

3150.  Now  take  a  sack  of  corn  :  how  would  they  ascertain  whether  the  com  in 
that  sack  had  been  correctly  measured  or  not  ? — By  ranning  it  in  another  busliel, 
different  from  the  first  one  that  was  employed  in  filling  it ;  and  then,  if  necessary, 
by  comparing  the  two  bushels. 

3151.  Then  it  would  appear,  from  your  answer,  that  the  ground  of  dispute  woiikJ 
be  rather  as  to  the  incorrectness  of  the  measure  itself,  than  on  account  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  corn  had  been  measured  ? — Both  cases  occur.  When,  on  trial 
with  our  own  bushel,  it  is  found  different,  we  then  compare  our  own  bushel  with 
the  one  that  measures  it  out,  and  frequently  find  them  different. 

3152.  What^ 
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3152.  What,  two  imperial  bushels^ — Yes,  we  frequently  find  them  different,     Mr.  Jlac,  Craig. 
even  when  they  are  both  stamped  by  the  proper  officer.     Very  little  accuracy  can         1 1  ■ 

be  obtained  by  measuring  again,  and  in  every  instance  where  it  is  possible  we  prefer      30  June  1834. 
waghing.     There  are  very  mquent  disputes  about  measuring,  and  there  is  scarcely 
^y  dispute  about  weighing  at  all. 

3153.  When  you  find  two  imperial  bushels  that  have  been  stamped  by  the  proper 
aodiorities  diflfering,  is  there  any  complaint  made  to  the  authorities  ? — No,  I  do 
not  think  there  is;  we  put  so  little  value  on  the  bushels,  that  we  do  not  diink  it 
worth  while  to  look  after  them.  When  disputes  of  this  kind  occur  in  measured 
grain,  as  the  weight  per  bushel  has  generally  been  slated  when  the  bargain  was 
made,  we  then  insist  on  having  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  weighed,  not  measured ; 
weighing  out  at  the  weight  stated  by  the  seller  when  the  bargain  was  struck,  and 
which  ends  all  disputes. 

3154.  Weighing  being,  as  you  say,  generally  preferred  in  Glasgow,  would  it 
not  be  an  object  with  those  pers<»is  who  Uke  buying  by  weight,  to  discov^  grounds 
of  dispute  in  corn  that  was  offered  for  sale  by  measure,  since  they  could  afterwards 
buy  the  whole  of  the  corn  according  to  their  fav<Mirite  system  ? — No^  I  do  not  think 
that  they  would  condescend  to  pick  quarrels  for  purposes  of  that  kind,  unless  there 
w^re  good  grounds  for  them. 

3155.  Are  there  any  other  grounds  of  dispute  ever  occur  in  measuring,  besides 
the  incorrectness  of  the  measure  itself? — I  think  I  have  already  explained,  that 
disputes  occur  both  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  measure  and  the  modes  of  measur- 
ing ;  that  no  two  persons  can  measure  alike. 

3156.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  meters  in  Glasgow  are  very  skilful  in  measuring  ? 
— I  should  think  they  are  as  skilful  as  anybody  can  be ;  but  1  do  not  think  the 
measure  is  an  accurate  mode  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  grain  at  all. 

3157.  Do  disputes  ever  arise  in  weighing  about  the  turn  of  the  scale  r — No. 
'3158*  Between  whom  do  those  disputes  generally  arise ;  between  the  merchant 

and  the  miller,  or  between  the  merchant  and  the  factor,  or  between  the  farmer  and 
the  miller? — Most  generally  between  the  merchant  and  the  miller;  they  do  some- 
times  occur  with  country  people,  but  not  so  genially. 

3159.  Do  those  disputes  generally  arise  in  measuring  wheats  or  what  kind  of 
grain  ? — They  most  frequ^itly  occur  in  measuring  beans ;  beans  being  a  bulky 
uiing,  if  one  roll  smartly  along,  you  will  take  bdow  the  level  of  the  measure. 

3160.  They  do  not  so  frequently  occur  in  measuring  wheat? — Not  so  frequently, 
because  little  wheat  is  measured,  except  from  country  people,  in  Glasgow. 

3f6].  And  between  them  and  the  miller  disputes  do  not  often  occur  ? — Not  so 
frequently ;  very  seldom  indeed.  In  purchasing  wheat  from  the  country  people, 
when  we  get  a  sack  of  wheat  we  put  it  on  the  b^eun  and  weigh  it,  and  if  it  is  heavy 
enough  we  never  think  whether  it  is  measure  or  not,  if  the  quality  be  otherwise 
such  a&  to  please  us  in  condition  and  colour. 

3162.  But  the  countryman  knows  what  his  com  measures? — He  fills  it  by 
measure  ;  but  if  we  get  weight  we  are  not  particular  as  to  measure. 

3163.  Then,  in  fact,  both  the  weight  and  the  measure  of  the  corn  has  been  ascer- 
tained before  it  is  put  on  the  floor  of  your  granary  ? — Yes,  it  is  only  measured 
by  him. 

3164.  Do  disputes  never  arise  on  account  of  bad  scales  or  defective  weights? — 
Very  seldom ;  I  scarcely  remember  anything  of  that  kind  occurring.  When  we 
begin  to  discharge  a  cargo  by  weight,  we  always  try  whether  we  are  getting  weight ; 
we  merely  look  after  the  weigher ;  but  mistakes  seldom  occur  in  that  case. 

3165.  The  fcu'mers  in  Scotland  generally  sell  by  the  imperial  measure? — 
They  do. 

3166.  Have  they  such  measures  in  their  possession? — They  have  now,  gene- 
rally speaking,  imperial  measures ;  there  are  still  some  exceptions ;  some  of  the 
fimners  retain  the  old  wheat  firlot,  which  differs  in  every  county. 

3167.  Do  you  find  great  difference  in  the  imperial  measure  of  different  farmers? 
— I  have  found  it  by  purchasing  wheat  from  farmers  :  although,  from  eye  and  skilly 
I  should  suppose  the  different  samples  to  be  of  the  same  weight,  yet,  on  getting  pos- 
session, I  find  the  one  heavier  than  the  other,  which  I  attribute  to  the  difference  in 
the  size  of  their  measures,  or  to  the  manner  of  measurftig. 

3168.  Although  you,  as  a  miller,  prefer  buying  by  weight,  do  you  think  the 
farmer  would  be  content  to  sell  his  com  without  knowing  the  measure  ?-*-Yes,  I 
think  he  would ;  it  firequently  happens  that  he  does  sell  by  weight,  without 
measure.  • 

.  0.36.  H  H  2  3169.  Have  T 
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Mr.  Akx.  Craig.        Si^Q-  Have  you  found  tbat  the  parties  selling  by  measure  have  stated  what  the 

weight  was  at  the  same  time  ? — They  very  often  do  so ;  we  would  not  purchase 

30  June  1834.      unless  we  knew  the  weight 

3170.  When  the  farmers  sell  to  you  by  weight,  do  you  suppose  they  h^ve  not 
measured  their  corn  before  they  have  brought  it  to  you  ? — I  am  speaking  of  wheat, 
only  ;  and  may  say  I  am  certain  that,  in  many  cases  when  I  purchased  by  weighty 
the  farmer  sent  it  by  weight,  and  had  never  measured  it.  *  I  may  remark,  too,  dial 
there  are  no  oats  sold  by  the  farmer  at  all ;  the  oats  are  all  ground  into  meat 

3171.  Then  it  is  not  the  custom  of  the  farmers  in  your  neighbourhood  to  weig^ 
the  bag  of  wheat  before  they  send  it  to  market  ? — ^The  general  practice  is,  to  measure 
it  and  sell  it  by  the  bushel ;  but  when  sold  by  weight,  they  weigh  it  without  mea- 
suring. 

3172.  They  do  not  do  both?  —  Sometimes  we  have  a  special  bargain,  and 
weigh  it. 

3173.  It  is  not  the  general  custom? — ^No,  it  is  not. 

3174.  Are  the  farmers,  generally  speaking,  provided  with  scales? — ^Thcy  are^ 
because  they  sell  all  their  oatmeal  by  weight. 

3175.  If  they  sell  oatmeal,  how  is  it  they  never  sell  oats  ? — ^They  prefer  grinding 
the  oats  themselves,  and  getting  the  dust  and  seeds  for  their  cattle,  except  a  few 
bolls  occasionally  for  a  gendeman's  horses,  &c. 

3176.  Do  not  they  send  them  to  the  mills  to  be  ground? — They  always  send 
them  to  the  mills  and  get  them  ground.  Of  late  years  there  have  been  compara^ 
tively  few  oats  raised  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow  and  Paisley,  bet 
in  Ayrshire  a  large  quantity  of  oats  are  still  grown,  which  are  ground  in  the  coqp- 
try  by  the  farmers,  and  the  meal  sent  into  the  Glasgow  and  Paisley  market 

3177.  When  fieumers  send  their  oats  to  be  ground,  how  does  it  come  to  you ;  in 
sacks  ? — Yes,  in  sacks.  The  greatest  part  of  the  oats  ground  for  farmers  are  ground 
by  small  mills  in  the  country ;  we  do  it  for  our  neighbours,  but  we  are  not  fond  of 
it ;  we  do  not  like  to  do  any  corn  except  our  own. 

3178.  When  farmers  send  oats  to  be  ground  how  do  they  ascertain  that  you 
•return  diem  the  same  value  in  meal? — ^They  have  no  method  of  ascertaining  accu- 
rately ;  they  must  just  trust  to  the  honesty  of  the  miller. 

3179.  Is  it  the  custom  to  take  toll  out  of  the  com  that  is  sent  to  be  ground? — 
In  some  mills  it  is ;  mills  having  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  a  particular  piece  of 
country,  bound  to  grind  with  them ;  in  those  cases  they  take  it,  but  in  many  cases 
it  is  not ;  in  most  cases  the  farmer  prefers  paying  money  where  he  can. 

3180.  Where  toll  is  taken  out  of  the  com  do  you  know  what  quantity  is  taken  ? 
— It  varies  with  different  farmers  and  different  mills  ;  I  cannot  speak  to  diat ;  I 
believe  the  highest  is  about  a  fourteenth  part,  and  the  lowest  about  a  thirty-second 
part.  It  is  higher  and  more  expensive  to  pay  in  that  way,  even  the  lowest  of  them, 
than  to  pav  in  money. 

3181.  tVhy  so? — ^The  charge  in  money  is  cheaper;  it  is  very  low;  I  believe  in 
country  mills  as  low  as  sixpence  a  boll,  which  in  ordinary  circumstances  is  less 
than  the  value  of  the  proportion  taken  in  mulcture  or  fine. 

3182.  Then  it  is  more  usual  to  pay  money  to  the  miller  for  grinding  the  com 
than  to  pay  toll  ? — In  those  cases  where  the  farmers  are  restricted  to  the  mill  it  is 
usual  to  pay  toll,  because  they  can  seldom  agree  with  regard  to  the  money  that 
should  be  given  in  compensation  ;  but  in  every  case  I  may  say  they  would  prefer 
being  clear  of  that ;  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  burthen ;  they  would  like  to  be  quit 
of  it. 

3183.  Do  the  millers  like  it  ? — ^The  millers  like  it  better  than  the  farmers ;  but 
although  I  have  some  land  restricted  to  my  mill,  yet  I  never  once  did  it,  and 
would  not  do  it. 

3184.  What  other  markets  are  you  acquainted  with  besides  Glasgow  market? 
— I  am  most  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Glasgow  markets,  and  markets  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  it;  but  I  have  occasional  dealings  with  all  the.  other 
markets,  from  Montrose  as  far  south  as  Berwick-on-Tweed. 

3185.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Edinburgh  and  Dalkeith  markets? — I  know 
them  ;  I  do  not  do  much  business  there. 

3186.  Can  you  state  gen&rally  what  are  the  practices  of  those  maikets? — The 
practice  is  general  to  sell  by  measure ;  but  in  the  Edinburgh  market  and  the  Ayr- 
shire market  I  know  the  practice  of  selling  by  weight  is  coming  in. 

3187.  Do  you  mean  by  weight  alone,  or  by  weight  per  bushel?— I  mean  by 


weight  alone. 
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3188.  Do  you  speak  of  wheat?— I  speak  of  what  is  principally  sold  in  Edin-  Mr. -4/w.  Craig. 
burgh  market  and  Ayrshire  market.     There,  is  a  great  quantity  of  oats  and  barley       — — 
shipped  from  Montrose,  Perth  and  Dundee,  Dunbar  and  Berwick,  all  of  which  is  30  June  i834. 
sold  by  measure ;  but  in  correspondence  with  persons  there,  who  purchase  for  us, 

we  al^i^ys  inquire  the  weight. 

3189.  Per  bushel  ? — Yes,  per  bushd  ;  because,  as  we  are  getting  a  bushel,  we 
wish  to  know  how  much  weight  we  are  getting,  as  it  is  by  the  weight  we  value  it. 

3190.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  practices  of  the  Itadkeith  market? — It  is  by 
measure :  I  have  been  in  the  Dalkath  market,  and  seen  business  done  there,  and 
it  is  by  measure. 

3191.  Is  it  a  pitched  market? — I  believe  it  is ;  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
the  English  term. 

3192.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  is  usual  to  sell  corn  there  by  the  weight  per 
imperial  measure  ? — No,  it  is  generally  sold  by  the  bushel ;  except,  of  course,  the 
buyer  judges  of  its  weight  when  he  purchases  it.  I  know,  in  Edinburgh,  it  is  the 
practice  to  buy  by  weight,  and  in  Ayrshire. 

3193.  Wheat  solely? — Yes,  wheat  j  in  fact,  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  is 
creeping  into  all  these  markets. 

3 1 94.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  exports  or  imports  of  corn  in  Edinburgh  ? — 
I  do  not ;  I  believe  that  there  is  comparatively  little  foreign  corn  brought  in  from 
a  distance ;  it  is  mostly  from  the  surrounding  country. 

3195.  There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  wheat  imported,  is  there  not? — There 
is  occasionally  a  considerable  quantity  of  foreign  wheat  brought  to  Leith,  a  good    . 

deal  of  which  is  afterwards  sent  to  Glasgow.  * 

3196.  When  com  is  imported  into  Edinburgh  by  way  of  Leith,  are  you  aware 
whether  it  is  weighed  or  measured  r — It  is  principally  foreign  com  that  comes  into 
that  port,  and  I  believe  it  is  generally  measured  in  the  first  instance,  because  it  is 
then  in  the  hands  of  the  Custom-house  officers,  who  insist  on  measuring  it. 

3197.  Is  there  no  Custom-house  at  Glasgow? — There  is,  but  there  is  not  so 
much  foreign  corn  at  Glasgow. 

31 98.  What  means  have  you  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  Irish  com  that  comes 
into  the  port  of  Glasgow  ? — I  have  got  a  return  from  the  Custom-house. 

3199*  How  do  the  Custom-house  ascertain  the  quantity  of  Irish  corn? — They 
keep  an  account  of  the  imports  of  the  Irish  corn,  and  imports  of  com  from  the 
isle  of  Man,  but  they  do  not  appear  to  take  any  account  of  the  corn  imported 
from  any  place  in  England  or  Scotland,  except  foreign  com  under  bond. 

3200.  As  there  is  no  duty  on  Irish  corn,  how  do  they  ascertain  the  quantity 
imported  ? — Every  ship  that  comes  into  the  harbour  has  to  clear  at  the  Custom- 
house, and  they  take  the  account  of  it  then,  I  suppose. 

3201.  As  all  the  com  imported  from  Ireland  is  by  weight,  how  do  the  Custom- 
house ascertain  the  number  of  quarters  ? — ^They  calculate  the  number  of  lbs.  per 
quarter ;  they  get  from  the  master  of  the  ship  an  account  of  the  number  of  tons  he 
has  on  board,  and  I  believe  they  allow  42  lbs.  to  the  bushff  of  dats,  and  60  to  the 
bushel  of  wheat. 

3202.  Should  you  say  that  42  lbs.  for  oats  and  60  for  wheat  was  above  or  below 
' tfie  average  per  bushel  ? — I  say  it  is  very  correct  j  the  average  of  oats  will  not 
exceed  42,  nor  the  wheat  60. 

3203.  But  will  they  come  up  to  that?— I  think  they  will;  it  is  very  nearly 
correct. 

3204.  Will  you  state  in  what  manner  the  price  is  quoted  in  Scottish  papers, 
both  as  regards  sales  by  weight  alone  and  sales  by  measure  ? — The  Glasgow  papers 
quote  by  weight ;  they  quote  oats  264  lbs.,  wheat  so  much  for  240  lbs.,  barley  so 
much  for  320  lbs. ;  they  quote  beans  and  peas  by  the  measure,  generally  four 
bushels. 

3205.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  is  the  general  practice  to  quote  the  weight  of 
corn,  and  not  the  measure  ? — In  Glasgow  it  is. 

3206.  But  with  r^ard  to  the  rest  of  Scotland  ? — With  itgard  to  the  rest  of 
Scotland  there  is  still  a  little  confusion.  The  quotations  are  by  the  boll,  and  boll 
has  no  definite  meaning ;  it  means  one  thing  here,  and  another  thing  there ;  but, 
generally  speaking,  the  quotations  in  ^he  provincial  newspapers  round  Glasgow 
and  the  capital  are  in  imperial  measures,  imperial  bushels.  Oats  quote  so  much  at 
six  bushels,  wheat  at  four,  barley  at  six,  and  beans  and  peas  at  four. 

3207.  Would  it  not  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  trade  of  Scotland,  and  assist 

H  H  3  ilL^  T 
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Mr.  Jlex.  Craig,    in  a  common  understanding  of  the  state  of  corn  prices  throaghout  the  Idngdom,  if 

'     '  they  were  quoted  everywhere  in  the  same  manner  r-^It  would. 

30  June  1B34.  3208.  If  weight  is  quoted,  can  it  be  rendered  into  measure  without  the  aid  of 

the  weight  per  measure,  or  can  measure  be  accurately  rendered  into  weight? — 
Measure  cannot  be  accurately  rendered  into  weight,  unlesa  the  weight  per  ]^u»hel 
is  stated;  with  regard  to  rendering  weight  into  measure,  I  think  it  quite  un- 
necessary. 

3209.  Is  it  not  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  rest  of  the  country,  where 
measure  prevails,  that  the  measure  should  be  mentioned ;  and  is  it  not  also  neces* 
sary  for  the  sake  of  the  returns  to  the  inspectors,  that  the  measure  shooki  be 
mentioned ;  how  then  do  you  mean  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  the  measure? 
— On  the  supposition  that  there  is  to  be  a  diversity  of  practice,  measure  to  be  con- 
tinued in  one  district,  and  weight  in  another,  it  would  be  necessary  in  every  case  to 
state  the  weight  per  measure,  because,  without  that,  the  different  parties  could  not 
come  to  a  common  understanding ;  but  on  the  supposition  that  the  diversity  is  to 
be  taken  away,  and  uniformity  established,  the  weight  per  measure  would  not  be 
necessary,  unless  that  uniformity  consists  in  uniform  measure,  which  I  think  would 
be  a  bad  plan. 

3210.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  that  all  quotations  should  be  made  by 
weight,  when  you  know  that  the  inspectors  are  obliged  to  return  in  measure,  and 
that  the  average  is  always  taken  by  measure? — I  think  it  would  be  advisaUe, 
because  I  conceive  that  weight,  and  weight  only,  is  the  proper  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing the  quantity  of  grain.  I  found  in  practice,  in  Ireland  throi^hout,  com  busi^ 
ness  is  wholly  done  by  weight ;  and  there  I  find  the  business  can  be  most  easily 
and  satisfactorily  conduct^;  and  with  regard  to  the  com  inspectors  in  their 
returns,  it  might  be  converted  into  weight  by  the  same  act  which  do^  the  other 
tiling.  I  do  a  good  deal  of  business  in  Belfast ;  the  universal  practice  there  is  to 
employ  the  1 12lbs.  as  the  measure  of  the  value  of  everything  that  is  sold ;  and 
there  1  conceive  business  can  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  certainty  and  satis- 
faction. 

321 1.  And  you  do  it  by  half  hundreds  and  quarters  of  hundreds? — Yes^  wheats 
and  also  barley  and  bacon ;  and  there  I  found  the  greatest  ease  in  doing  business. 

3212.  Is  the  greatest  part  of  your  business  with  Ireland  or  Scotland? — Ehiring 
the  autumn  and  winter  months  most  of  my  business  is  directly  with  Ireland ;  hoc 
afterwards  in  spring  and  summer,  when  the  Irish  farmers  have  got  rid  of  thek: 
stock,  I  have  then  to  deal  with  the  Glasgow  merchants. 

3213.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  your  business  is  with  Ireland,  and  what 
with  this  country  and  Scotland  ?—  I  should  suppose  about  one  half  my  own  business^ 

3214.  The  greater  part  of  your  dealings  are  with  places  where  wei^t  prevails, 
are  they  not? — Weight  prevails  universally  in  Ireland,  and  the  greater  part  of  my 
dealings  are  there. 

3215.  Is  not  the  custopi  of  selling  by  weight  in  one  place,  and  by  measure  ia 
another,  productive  of  inconvenience  to  persons  concemed  in  the  corn  trade  ?— 
It  is. 

3216.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  in  other  parts  of  the  country  r — No,  I  do 
not  recollect  anything  particular  to  the  carrying  it  on  in  that  way.  It  is  usually 
understood  by  dealers  that  uniformity  of  weight  would  be  an  advantage. 

3217.  Has  the  want  of  uniformity  been  felt  as  an  inconvenience? — It  has, 
certainly. 

321 8.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  Bill  now  pendmg  in  this  House  which  will 
make  the  imperial  bushel  compulsory  throughout  the  kingdom,  wherever  measure  is 
used ;  do  you  think  that  that  alone  will  ensure  uniformity ;  will  not  com  atfll  continue 
to  be  sold  by  weight  in  some  places  and  measure  in  others,  and  even  in  the  same 
places  sometimes'  by  weight  and  sometimes  by  measure? — I  believe  that  Act  wiH 
not  ensure  uniformity,  because  the  practice  of  selling  by  weight  is  now  getting  into 
use  in  many  markets,  and  unless  the  Act  imperatively  forbids  selling  by  weignt,  it 
will  continue  to  be  the  practice,  and  therefore  we  can  have  no  uniformity;  but 
I  should  suppose  the  best  plan  would  be  to  make  selling  by  weight  imperative^ 
leaving  the  parties  to  make  what  use  they  choose  of  the  standard  bushel,  in  ascer- 
taining the  quality  of  the  article  they  are  dealing  in. 

321 9.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  use  of  weight  alone  were  prescribed  by  law,  that 
measure  would  ever  be  used  ? — For  some  time,  I  dare  say,  prejudices  are  so  strong 
it  would  continue  in  use,  but  by-and-bye  it  would  go  out,  because  selling  by 
weight  is  undoubtedly  the  mode  in  which  the  value  of  tlie  article  can  be  best  ascer- 

tained^ 
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taioed,  and  least  liable  to  fraud  or  dishonesty,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  iu  my  Mr.  AUx.  Craig. 

opinion*  •  -^ 

3220.  Do  yoa  conceive  that  if  weight  were  prescribed  by  law  as  the  uniform  30  June  1834, 
system  for  the  whole  kingdom,  that  the  use  of  the  measure  could  be  abolished 

altogether  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Legislature  could  abolish  the  use  of  the 
measure.  I  believe,  in  Scotland  120  years  ago,  the  practice  was  to  sell  meal  by 
measure ;  and  an  Act  I  think  of  the  Scotch  Parliament  abolished  it,  and  we  have 
Dot  beard  of  it  since. 

3221.  But  oatmeal  is  a  manufactured  article,  and  therefore  does  not  stand  upon 
the  same  ground  as  grain ;  for  flour  and  meal  will  always  of  course  be  more  or  less 
fiold  by  weight? — What  I  mean  by  the  former  answer  was,  to  show  the  power  of 
the  Legislature  in  abolishing  imperfect  practices,  and  establishing  better  ones. 

3222*  Then  your  illustration  is  hardly  a  good  one :  the  answer  applied  to  the 
manufactured  article,  whereas  the  question  was  with  regard  to  grain  in  the  natural 
state? — I  would  remark,  that  though  the  objection  to  measuring  meal  w  flour  is 
certainly  greater  than  to  the  measuring  grain  unmanufactured,  yet  it  is  the  same  in 
kind,  although  not  the  same  in  degree,  for  they  are  both  compressible ;  and  the 
objection  to  measuring  both  is  the  want  of  certainty.  In  one  case,  it  may  be  more 
compressed  into  the  bushel  measure  than  in  another ;  which  objection  does  not 
apply  to  wei^t  at  alL 

3223.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  if  weight  were  prescribed  by  law,  it  would  be 
possible  by  an  enactment  of  the  Legislature,  to  abolish  altogether  the  use  of  mea- 
sure ;  and  that  if  measure  were  prescribed  by  law,  it  might  be  possible  altogether  to 
abolish  the  use  of  weight  ? — The  first  case  I  think  is  possible,  but  the  other  not ; 
because  the  weight  will  always  be  the  matter  the  buyer  will  look  after,  being  that 
-which  regulates  the  value  of  the  article  he  deals  in. 

3224«  You  say  that  wei^  alone  is  sufficient  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  value ;  is 
there  not  a  great  difference  in  60  lbs*  of  wheat  measuring  32  quarts,  and  the  same 
weight  measuring  33  or  34  quarts  ? — There  is  a  difference  certainly  in  the  value  of 
60  lbs.  of  light  wheat,  and  the  value  of  60  lbs.  of  heavy  wheat,  but  the  difference 
in  the  value  of  these  two  is  trifling  compared  with  the  difference  in  the  value  of  the 
bushel  of  light  wheat  and  the  bushel  of  heavy  wheat.  There  is  a  difference,  but  it 
is  very  slight,  unless  the  disparity  in  the  sample  is  very  great  indeed.  I  mean  to%ay 
that  weight  alone,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  personal  inspection  of  the  sample, 
is  quite  sufficient  for  the  judgment  of  the  buyer  or  seller. 

3225.  By  what.is  the  judgment  of  the  buyer  regulated ;  is  it  not  by  the  compara- 
tive weight  per  bushel  of  any  given  quantity  of  corn  with  another  given  quantity  ? 
— Not  exclusively ;  his  judgment  is  regulated  by  the  colour,  by  the  flavour,  occa- 
sionally, in  buying  oats,  by  the  taste,  by  the  feel,  by  the  darkness  or  dryness  of  the 
sample ;  in  fact,  be  must  employ  all  his  senses  in  the  trade. 

3226.  Those  are  undoubtedly  circumstances  that  would  enter  into  the  considera^ 
tion  of  any  buyer,  by  whatever  system  he  chose  to  purchase  his  com,  whether 
he  bought  by  weight  or  by  measure,  or  by  weight  and  measure  combined  ;  but  the 
question  is  this,  whether  any  man  in  his  senses  would  buy  any  corn,  supposing  it 
of  course  to  be  in  good  condition,  without  having  reference  in  his  own  mind  to  what 
a  certain  measure  of  that  corn  would  weigh  ?  —The  answer  to  that  is,  that  the 
specific  gravity  of  the  com  no  doubt  is  one  element  whereby  he  calculates  the 
value  of  it,  but  it  is  by  no  means  the  principal  one. 

Colonel  Charles  WiUiam  PasUy^  Royal  Engineers,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

3227.  ARE  you  in  the  Royal  Engineers  ? — I  am,  w5^^^"^^ 

3228.  Have  you  not  for  some  time  past  given  particular  attention  to  the  subject  CAgrfet  W.  Padey. 
of  weights  and  measures  ? — I  have,  for  about  five  years  past. 

3229.  Is  the  statement  contained  in  pages  68,  09,  70,  71,  72,  of  a  treatise  on 
measures,  weights  and  money,  recently  published  by  you,  the  result  of  your  researches 
into  the  practice  of  selling  com  ? — It  is. 

3230.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  conclusion  you  have  arrived 
ait  ? — I  employed  several  days  in  trying  experiments  upon  the  measuring  and  weigh- 
ing of  corn,  at  Chatham,  in  December  1 832,  in  concert  with  Captain  Young  of  the 
Royal  Engineers.  We  found  that  neither  wheat  nor  oats  varied  more  when  mea- 
surecl  lightly  and  carefully,  by  the  bushel,  than  half  a  pound  between  the  highest 
and  the  lowest  values  of  each  measure,  the  average  weight  of  the  bushel  of  wheat 
experimented  with  being  64  pounds,  and  that  of  the  bushel  of  oats  40  pounds 
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Colonel  avoirdupois,  as  ascertained  by  repeated  measurements  and  weighings  of  the  con- 

Charfes  W.  Pasl^.  tents  of  the  bushel  measure  ;  the  extremes  thus  differing  from  each  other  one  part 

in  128  only,  or  about  three-fourths  per  cent,  in  wheat,  and  one  part  in  80  only,  or 

30  June  1834.      four.fifths  per  cent,  in  oats. 

Notwithstanding  the  convenience  and  the  degree  of  accuracy  with  which  com 
may  be  measured  lightly,  it  must  be  confessed  that  weight  offers  a  much  more 
accurate  mode  of  estimating  quantities  of  corn  than  the  most  correct  measurements 
practicable,  especially  as  we  also  ascertained  by  experiment  that  a  difference  of 
nearly  two  pounds  may  be  made  in  a  bushel  of  either  wheat  or  of  oats  by  measuring 
them  heavily,  as  the  corn-dealers  express  it ;  that  is,  either  by  throwing  the  grain 
in  forcibly,  or  by  pressing  it  in  with  the  hands,  or  by  shaking  the  measure.  We 
found  that  a  like  increase  took  place  in  the  quantity  necessary  for  filling  a  16  cubic 
feet  box,  when  the  corn  was  thrown  down  forcibly  into  it  from  a  height :  and  upon 
the  whole  we  concluded,  that  a  labourer  employed  in  the  measurement  of  corn,  who 
wished  to  favour  the  purchaser,  might,  by  measuring  heavily,  make  a  difference  of 
two  or  three  per  cent,  in  wheat,  and  of  from  three  to  five  per  cent,  in  oats,  to.  the 
pr^udice  of  the  seller  of  the  com. 

Hence,  although  the  usual  system  of  measuring  com  in  England  is  sufficiently 
accurate,  when  done  honestly  and  carefully  by  one  person,  yet  it  must  be  allowed 
to  be  liable  to  uncertainty  when  done  by  different  persons,  or  by  the  same  person 
negligently  or  partially ;  and  this  uncertainty  is  absolutely  irremediable,  for  the  pur- 
chaser cannot  legally  object  to  light  measure  if  the  bushel  be  filled ;  and  the  seller 
cannot  decently  object  to  a  man  measuring  heavily,  if  he  does  it  expeditiously 
and  without  any  unusual  or  apparent  effort,  such  as  pressing  the  com  forcibly  in 
with  his  hands,  or  perceptibly  shaking  the  measure.  The  sytem  of  weighing,  on 
the  contrary,  being  absolutely  free  from  all  uncertainty,  is  by  far  the  fairest  mode 
that  can  possibly  be  adopted  in  the  sale  of  com ;  and  this  operation  may  also  be- 
performed  somewhat  more  expeditiously  than  that  of  measuring,  although  the  latter 
need  not  be  complained  o*f,  as  I  am  informed  that  10  quarters  or  80  bushels  of  com 
may  be  measured  in  an  hour  by  expert  labourers. 

3231.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add  in  corroboration  or  explanation  of  your 
sta^ment? — I  beg  leave  to  state  one  principal  reason  in  favour  of  the  sale  of  com 
by  weight  in  preference  to  measure,  which  is  implied  but  not  expressly  stated  in 
the  book  above  referred  to.  As  corn  is  intended  for  food,  no  kind  of  measure  alone 
can  possibly  lead  to  a  just  estimate  of  quantity.  A  bushel  of  light  oats  may  not 
contain  much  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  bushel  of  heavy  oats  ;  hence  no  judg- 
ment can  be  formed  of  the  quantity  of  nutriment  in  two  different  qualities  of  oats 
sold  by  measure.  Three  feeds  of  the  heavy  oats  might  be  as  good  for  a  horse  as 
four  feeds  of  the  light  oats ;  but  10  lbs.  weight  of  the  light  oats  contain  very  nearly 
as  much  nutriment  as  10  lbs.  of  heavy  oats.  The  former  would  certainly  be  some- 
what inferior,  and  bear  rather  a  lower  price,  but  not  much. 

3232.  Does  it  consist  with  your  knowledge,  that  independent  of  the  existence  of 
a  diversity  of  practice  of  selling  com  in  one  place  by  weight  and  in  another  by 
measure,  there  exists  a  diversity  arising  from  the  use  of  different  measures,  aU 
having  the  same  name  ? — I  have  found,  by  inquiry,  that  a  vast  number  of  local 
measures  and  weights  still  prevail  in  this  country,  which  differ  from  the  imperial 
measure.  Only  two  days  ago  I  received  an  estimate;  made  by  a  mason  at  Langr 
holm,  in  Dumfries*shire,  for  erecting  a  column  there  in  honour  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Malcolm,  according  to  a  design  by  Mr.  Telford.  Being  surprised  that  the  bushel 
of  lime  in  this  estimate  should  be  charged  more  than  three  times  the  price  of  the 
bushel  of  lime  at  Chatham,  I  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  found  that  the  old 
Carlisle  bushel,  of  three  Winchester  busheb,  is  used  for  measuring  lime  at  Langholm. 
In  the  Edinburgh  almanacks  there  are  several  pages  always  devoted  to  tables  of  local 
weights  and  measures,  chiefly  relating  to  corn  measure,  in  various  parts  of  Scot- 
land, as  compared  with  the  imperial  measure ;  without  which  the  farmers  and  corn- 
merchants  in  different  districts  would  never  be  able  to  understand  each  other.  It 
has  been  stated  that  the  imperial  measure  \%  coming  into  use  in  Scotland ;  I  believe 
this  is  chiefly  in  sea-ports,  but  not  in  rural  districts  and  in  the  internal  commerce 
of  the  country. 

3233*  Are  you  a  native  of  Scotland  yourself? — Yes. 

3234.  What  part? — Langholm,  in  Dumfries-shire. 

3235.  Are  there  not,  for  instance,  many  kinds  of  loads  employed  in  this  coun- 
try ? — There  are.     The  word  load,  in  England,  denotes  a  prodigious  number  of 
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discordant  quantities,  varying  from  about  4 1  bushels  to  90  bushels  by  measure,  Colonel 

and  from  about  1  J  cwt.  to  one  ton  weight  ChmUi  W.  Pad^. 

3236.  How  do  you  account  for  this  sort  of  diversity,  and  how  would  you  remedy  j        « 
it  ? — ^I  conceive  it  must  have  arisen  from  local  cu^oms  and  circumstances  in  various  ^ 
parts  of  the  country.     In  those  parts  of  England  where  wheeled-carriages  were 

not  used,  it  may  have  originally  implied  the  crdinary  load  of  an  ass  oar  j^  a  horse  } 
in  other  parts  it  may  have  implied  the  load  of  a  cart  drawn  by  one  or  more  horses 
or  oxen ;  and  in  others,  the  usual  load  of  a  waggon  drawn  by  several  horses  or 
oxen ;  and  these  last  quantities  must  have  further  varied,  not  only  acccurding  to  the 
state  of  the  roads,  but  also  according  to  the  construction  of  the  cart  or  waggon  in 
common  use  in  each  district.  The  .best  mode  of  getting  rid  of  this  diversity  appears 
to«me  to  be  to  measure  everything  by  the  cubic  foot,  and  to  weigh  by  the  commer- 
cial pound  exclusively ;  and  to  use  no  other  multiple  of  the  cubic  foot  for  pricing 
goods  than  the  10  cubic  feet,  the  100  cubic  feet,  ox  the  i,0()o  cubic  feet ;  and 
to  use  BO  other  multiple  of  the  pound  for  pricing  goods  than  the  10  lbs*,  the 
100  lbs.,  or  the  1,000  lbs,  weight. 

3237.  You  state,  in  paragraph  142  of  the  extract  from  your  book  regarding  the 
sale  of  com,  that  the  system  of  weighing  being  absolutely  free  from  all  uncertainty, 
it  is  by  far  the  fairest  mode ;  are  you  not  aware  that  there  is  a  source  of  uncer- 
tainty in  the  turn  of  the  scale,  to  discern  which  readily  requires  an  active  eye  ? — 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  uncertainty  occasioned  from  this  cause*  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  wei^ng  or  measuring  myself,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  any 
uncertainty  in  the  turn  of  ^e  scale  bdng  complained  of  by  practical  men,  whom 
I  have  spoken  to  on  those  subjects.  I  have  heard  very  frequent  complaints  of  the 
uncertainty  attending  the  estimating  of  any  quantity  of  corn  by  measure  alone.  All 
the  corn-dealers,  factors  and  millers  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject, 
have  declared  that  this  was  the  case,  and  the  same  observation  is  also  borne  out  by 
my  own  experiments. 

3238.  You  also  state  that  weighing  may  be  performed  somewhat  more  expedi- 
tiously than  measuring ;  are  there  not  necessarily  a  greater  number  of  movements  in 
weighing  than  in  measuring,  beginning  with  the  first  stage  of  each  ?  In  the  case  of 
measuring  there  is  filling  the  measure  and  striking  it ;  in  the  case  of  weighing, 
filling  the  sack,  striking  it,  putting  it  into  the  scales,  adjusting  the  weights,  and 
weighing  the  beam,  operations  that  must,  however  quickly  performed,  require  more 
time  than  measuring,  though  four  sacks  be  weighed  at  a  time,  and  only  one  be 
measured,  inasmuch  as  they  include  the  operation  of  measuring  and  others  besides? 
— I  made  the  observation,  that  corn  may  be  weighed  somewhat  more  expeditiously 
than  it  can  be  measured,  by  having  inspected  both  methods.     I  have  observed  the 

Jrocess  of  weighing  corn  at  Mr.  H.  Dunkin*s  premises,  a  large  corn-factor,  at 
)avis*s  Wharf,  Horslydown,  where  he  was  shipping  com  by  weight  The  sack 
was  filled  to  nearly  the  proper  weight  in  a  very  expeditious  manner,  by  rough  mea- 
surement ;  it  was  then  placed  on  the  scale-pan,  which  stood  on  the  edge  of  the 
wharf,  and  usually  only  required  a  few  handfuls  of  corn  to  be  added  to  it,  or  taken 
out  of  it,  to  make  the  weight  correct.  There  was  no  shifting  the  weights  at  all. 
The  weights  were  always  in  one  pan  ready  to  be  compared  with  another  sack* 
A  spare  sackful  of  com  was  placed  near  the  scales,  from  which  the  com  was 
added,  if  deficient,  or  into  which  it  was  put  back  again,  if  above  the  proper  weight. 
After  this  was  done  the  com  from  the  sack  that  had  been  weighed  was  emptied  into 
a  barge.  Mr.  Dunkin  was  favourable  to  the  sale  of  corn  by  weight.  He  informed 
me  that  he  would  never  use  any  other  method  if  he  could,  as  it  was  much  the 
fairest  mode  of  dealing  between  man  and  man.  This  process  might  easily  be 
inspected  by  any  Member  of  the  Committee,  which  will  perhaps  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  my  description  of  it 

3239.  Though  you  express  an  opinion  favourable  to  pricing  com  by  weight,  as  at 
Liverpool,  you  do  not  mean  that  it  should  be  70  lbs.  or  any  other  specified  equivalent 
to  the  contents  of  the  bushel,  but  if  weight  were  employed  it  m%ht  be  the  100  or 
any  other  fixed  quantity  having  no  rdation  to  the  measure  ? — I  would  suggest  that 
com  should  be  priced  by  the  100  lbs.  weight,  without  reference  to  measure  at  all. 
In  retail  dealing  it  might  be  sold  by  the  10  lbs.  wdght^  or  by  the  single  pound. 

3240.  But  you  would  have  stated  the  weight  per  measure,  in  order  to  determine 
the  quality  ? — I  conceive  that  this  could  scaxcely  be  necessary,  if  the  com  be  clean, 
sweet,  dry  and  well*coloured,  which  I  believe  are  the  criterions  of  marketable  corn. 
Indeed,  if  com  were  sold  by  weight,  I  conceive  that  the  only  case  in  which  it  would 
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Colonel  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  weight  of  com  in  combination  with  measure,  would 

Charles  W.  Pasky.  jj^  j^  order  to  Calculate  the  space  which  it  would  fill  in  a  granary  or  in  a  ship.     la 

""T        ~*  this  case  I  conceive  it  would  be  better  to  ascertain  the  average  specific  gravity  of 

30  June  1834.  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  jg^  j^g  weight  per  cubic  foot,  and  not  per  bushel. 

3241.  In  the  different  ways  in  which  you  have  stated  that  a  bushel  may  be 
filled,  werejthose  properly  speaking  measuring  corn,  or  were  they  not  rather  expe- 
riments ? — With  me  they  were  decidedly  experiments,  with  a  view  to  form  an  opinion 
on  the  subject ;  and  my  opinion  as  I  have  stated  is,  that  the  measurements  made  by 
honest  persons,  who  did  not  wish  to  favour  one  party  or  the  other,  would  be  very 
nearly  equal. 

3242*  Have  you  ever  seen  corn  measured  on  a  large  scale? — Yes,  I  have. 

3243.  Where? — At  the  same  premises.  . 

3244.  What  quantity  of  com  have  you  seen  measured  ? — I  did  not  stay  long. 

3245.  You  have*  never  seen  com  measured  in  the  port  of  London  ? — I  have  not 
seen  it  measured  except  at  Mr.  Dunkin's  wharf.    Not  from  vessels  in  the  river. 

3246.  In  the  case  that  you  have  mentioned  where  you  saw  corn  measured,  did 
you  observe  any  difficulty  to  arise  in  the  measuring  ? — I  saw  no  difficulty  in  the 
process  of  measuring;  but  as  I  mentioned  before,  every  person  with  whom  I  have 
consulted  upon  the  subject,  complains  that  there  is  some  degree  of  uncertainty 
in  it. 

3247.  Even  with  skilful  measurers  ? — Even  witli  skilful  measurers. 

3248.  But  you  yourself  have  stated,  that  between  skilful  measurers  there  is  very 
little  diflference  r — I  believe  there  is  not  much  between  skilful  honest  measurers  ; 
and  that  is  what  all  the  people  tell  me. 

3249.  Then  the  uncertainty  would  arise  as  between  honest  measurers  and  dis- 
honest measurers  ? — My  opinion  is  exactly  what  I  have  stated,  that  between  skiifoL 
honest  measurers  there  would  not  be  any  very  great  difference. 

3250.  Do  you  know  that  if  corn  be  taken  in  on  the  Continent  by  foreign 
measure,  and  delivered  in  England  by  English  measure,  that  the  measure  will  come 
out  exactly  according  to  the  contents  of  the  respective  measures  in  cubic  inches  ? — 
I  have  no  experience  on  that  point« 

3251.  Do  you  know  whether  if  a  cargo  of  corn  be  measured  into  a  London 
granary  by  one  meter^  and  afterwards  measured  out  of  the  granary  by  20  different 
meters,  the  measures  will  be  the  same,  within  the  smallest  possible  fractions?— 
I  have  no  experience  on  that  point. 

3252.  If  persons  be  equally  honest  and  equally  skilful,  the  greatest  difference 
that  can  be  made  would  not  amount  to  half  a  pound  in  a  bushel  of  60  lbs.  ? — 

1  should  think  not  more. 

3253.  Are  you  aware  what  can  be  the  greatest  difference  that  can  be  made  in 
measuring  a  bushel  of  60  lbs? — By  pressing  it  down,  there  may  be  a  difference  of 

2  lbs.  in  40  in  measuring  oats,  that  is  five  per  cent. ;  and  about  2  lbs.  in  64  in 
measuring  wheat,  that  is  more  than  three  per  cent. 

3254.  You  yourself  are  able  to  state  that  from  your  own  experience  ? — Yes ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  that  difference  could  not  take  place  if  the  man  who  was 
measuring  were  watched,  because  he  would  not  b^  allowed  to  press  down  the 
corn. 


Sir,  Chatham,  t  July  1834. 

I  BEG  leave  to  explain  part  of  the  evidence  given  by  me  yesterday  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  sale  of  Corn,  of  which  you  are  Chairman,  as  I  apprehend  that  without 
such  explanation  it  may  bear  a  different  constraction  from  what  I  intended. 

When  I  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Committee,  that  in  the  event  of 
corn  being  sold  by  weight  exclusively,  I  thought  it  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  measure  also,  in  order  to  judge  of  quality,  I  spoke  in  reference 
to  the  common  course  of  business,  in  which  the  purchaser  is  always  supposed  to 
have  the  advantage,  either  of  inspecting  the  corn  personally,  or  of  liaving  a  war- 
ranted sample  of  it  given  to  him  by  the  seller,  before  the  bargain  is  concluded.  In 
this  case,  I  think  that  the  sagacity  of  men  who  deal  in  com  is  such,  that  Aey  would 
not  think  it  necessary  to  measure  out  and  weigh  a  bui^l  in  order  to  form  an 
opinion.  In  short,  I  conceive  that  absolute  weight,  and  the  mere  inspection  of  the 
sample,  would  satisfy  them  as  to  quality,  without  having  recourse  to  measure  at  all* 

If,  however,  we  suppose,  contrary  to  the  common  coarse  of  business^  that  a  man 
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has  to  purchase  corn  withoat  having  the  advantage  of  previously  inspecting  it  in  Colonel 

mass,  or  of  judging  by  a  warranted  sample,  in  this  case  I  admit  that  it  would  not    Charles  W.  Pasley. 

be  prudent  for  him  to  purchase  by  weight  alone,  without  making  some  stipulation       

as  to  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com,  as  is  done  in  all  Government  contracts,  and      3^  June  1834. 
which  of  course  requires  a  reference  to  measure  also. 

I  request,  through  you,  to  oflFer  this  explanation  of  one  of  my  answers  to  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  which  you  are  Chairman,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

The  Hon.  George  J.  Vernon,  C.  W.  Paslofy 

&c.     &c.  Colonel  R.  Eng". 


Statement  referred  to  in  Q.  3229. 

BEMARKS  on  the  present  system  of  Mbasubing  Cobn  in  England.  That  it  may  be 
measured  in  masses  of  One  Quarter  or  Ten  Cubic  Feet  at  a  time,  when  it  is  to  be  stowed 
away  in  Bulk.  That  the  Measurement  of  Cora  does  not  afford  so  just  an  estimate  of 
Quantity,  as  its  Weight.  * 

(136.)  In  measuring  corn  in  England,  the  system  is  to  measure  lightly  as  it  is  termed,  by 
pourioe  it  gently  into  the  bushel  measure,  or  by  entering  the  measure  itself  into  a  loose 
neap  of  corn  so  as  partially  to  fill  it,  and  then  completing  the  filling  of  it  by  the  hands  ; 
and  afterwards  by  passing  the  strike,  or  wooden  ruler,  along  the  top  of  the  measure,  when 
a  little  more  than  full,  in  order  to  scrape  off  the  superfluous  parts.  By  our  ancient  laws, 
it  was  illegal  not  only  to  require  more  than  eight  bushels  to  the  quarter  of  corn,  which 
appears  to  have  been  a  common  practice,  but  even  to  shake  the  bushel  in  measuring  corn, 
which  process  compresses  it  into  a  smaller  space,  and  therefore  requires  a  greater  quantity 
to  fill  the  same  measure.  These  statutes  were  enacted  in  the  feudal  ages,  when  rents  were 
paid  partly  in  kind,  to  protect  the  vassals^  who  were  obliged  to  deliver  a  certain  number  of 
bushels  ot  corn  to  their  lords  at  stated  times,  from  being  harshly  dealt  with,  by  having 
compressed  instead  of  loose  measure  exacted  from  them. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  understood,  that  in  stating  the  weight  of  a  sample  of  corn,  per  bushel, 
the  measure  is  always  supposed  tole  filled  lightly,  as  above  described,  and  the  quality  and 
price  are  regulated  in  proportion  to  weight  and  measure  thus  combined.  Wheat  is  said  to 
vary  in  weight  from  55  to  65  pounds  avoirdupois  per  bushel.  Rye  from  51  to  58.  Barley 
from  46  to  51.  Oats  from  30  to  44.  Peas  from  61  to  69.  Small  beans  from  61  to  68. 
Seeds  also  vary  in  weight  according  to  their  quality. 

(137.)  In  experiments  recently  tried  upon  the  measurement  of  corn  at  Chatham*,  we 
found  that  neitlier  wheat  nor  oats  varied  more,  when  measured  lightly  and  carefully  by  the 
bushel,  than  half  a  pound  between  the  highest  and  the  lowest  values  of  each  measure,  the 
average  weight  of  the  bushel  of  wheat  experimented  with  being  64  lbs.,  and  that  of  the 
busbel  of  oats  40  lbs.  ayoirdupois,  as  ascertained  by  repeated  measurements,  ani  weighings 
of  the  contents  of  the  bushel  measure ;  the  extremes  thus  differing  from  each  other  one  part 
in  ]  28  only,  or  about  |  per  cent  in  wheat,  and  one  part  in  80  only,  or  |  per  cent,  in  oats. 

Afterwards  we  measured  both  the  wheat  and  oats  in  masses  of  16  cubic  feet,  in  a  large 
rectangular  box,  made  for  the  purpose,  four  feet  high,  and  having  a  square  base  measuring 
four  superficial  feet,  in  the  clear.  In  two  measurements  of  the  oats,  the  first  required  523 
pounds  weight  to  fill  the  box,  being  at  the  rate  of  32  pounds  1 1  ounces  to  the  cubic  foot : 
whilst  in  the  second  trial  522  i  pounds  filled  tlie  same  space.  In  filling  the  measure  with 
the  wheat,  exactly  806  pounds  weight  were  required  in  two  successive  trials,  being  at  the  rate 
of  50  pounds  6  ounces  of  wheat  to  the  cubic  foot.  In  these  measurements,  we  noticed  parti- 
cularly the  difference  of  weight  between  the  lowest  or  most  compressed  foot  in  height,  and 
4l)e  uppermost  or  least  compressed  foot  in  height,  of  the  corn  in  the  box,  which  difference 
was  about  2  i  lbs.  in  the  oats,  and  3  lbs.  in  the  wheat,  being  only  a  variation  of  two  per  cent, 
in  the  former,  and  of  1  }  per  cent,  in  the  latter. 

(138.)  Such  being  the  case,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend,  when  corn  is  to  be  measured  and 
sent  off  in  bulk,  which  is  usually  done  in  the  loading  of  vessels  or  barges,  that  it  shall  not 
be  served  out  by  one  or  two  cubic  feet  at  a  time,  according  to  the  present  system  of  mea- 
suring in  detail ;  but  that  it  shall  be  measured  by  the  10  cubic  feet  measure,  tlie  contents  of 
which  are  exactly  one  quarter  of  corn  of  the  new  system  proposed,  and  the  depth  of  wliich 
being  only  two  ieet,  is  too  moderate  to  cause  the  lower  part  of  the  mass  of  corn  to  be  per- 
ceptibly compressed  in  the  measure.  But  as  this  measure,  which  was  before  described  in 
Article  79,  is  proj)osed  to  be  made  in  two  parts,  each  capable  of  being  used  separately,  any 
com-deaier  may  if  he  pleases  serve  out  his  com  by  the  half  quarter  or  5  cubic  feet  measure, 
in  which  it  will  only  stand  one  foot  hish. 

(139.)  When  corn  is  to  be  carried  off  in  sacks  of  the  usual  size,  each  of  which  contains 
four  of  our  present  bushels,  and  consequently  five  of  the  new  cubic  feet  proposed,  the  con- 
tents of  each  sack  may  either  be  determined  by  the  half  quarter  or  five  cubic  feet  measure, 

just 


*  By  Captain  Young  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  and  myself,  in  December  iSst* 
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Colonel  j^^  mentioned ;  or  tbe  proper  quantity  of  corn  may  be  serfcd  oot  and  poured  into  every 

Charles  W,  PoAq.  sMk>  by  means  of  a  cylindrical  cubic  foot  measure,  exactly  one  foot  deep,  and  as  nearlv 
•^..i....^  (Hie  foot  and  isS  one-thousandth  parts  of  a  foot  as  possible  in  diameter^  in  the  clear ;  whicK 
30  June  1834*  ^^  ^^  equally  convenient  with  the  present  corn  bushel  generally  used  in  the  country,  from 
its  shape  called  the  drum  bushel,  the  exterior  diameter  of  which  is  about  13 1  inches,  and 
more  so  than  the  shallower  corn  bushel,  the  exterior  diameter  of  which  is  19  J  inches.  Tbe 
latter  is  also  the  legal  coal  bushel,  and  the  only  one  proper  for  heaped  measure;  but  it 
requires  two  men  to  lift  it  and  empty  its  contents  into  a  sack,  in  consequence  of  its  incon- 
veniently large  diameter,  whereas  the  former  can  be  managed  by  one  man. 

(140.)  Notwithstanding  the  conveniency  and  the  de^e  of  accuracy  with  which  com 
may  be  measured  lightly,  it  must  be  confessed  that  weight  ofiers  a  much  more  accurate 
mode  of  estimating  quantities  of  corn,  than  tbe  most  correct  measurements  practicable: 
^  especially  as  we  also  ascertained  by  experiment,  that  a  difference  of  nearly  «  lbs.  may  be 
made  in  a  bushel,  either  of  wheat  or  of  oats,  bjr  measuring  them  heavily,  as  the  corn- 
dealers  express  it,  that  is  either  by  throwing  the  grain  in  forcibfy,  or  by  pressing  it  in  with 
the  hands,  or  by  shaking  the  measure.  We  found  that  a  like  increase  took  place  in  the 
quantity  necessary  for  fillioc  the  16-cubic-feet  box,  when  the  corn  was  thrown  down  forcibly 
into  it  from  a  height.  And  upon  the  whole,  we  concluded,  that  a  labourer  emplojred  in  tbe 
measurement  of  com,  who  wished  to  favour  the  purchaser,  might,  by  measuring  heavily, 
make  a  difference  of  two  or  three  per  cent,  in  wheat,  and  of  from  three  to  five  per  cent,  in 
oats,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  seller  of  the  torn. 

(141.)  Wheat  being  round  and  smooth,  runs  almost  like  dry  sand,  and  is  therefore  not 
liable  to  be  compressed  more  than  has  been  mentioned,  without  breaking  tbe  grain ;  but 
oats  being  of  a  more  pointed  and  irregular  form,  and  having  a  husk  attached  to  the  grain, 
may  be  compressed  much  more  than  the  above  proportion.  We  found,  for  Example,  that 
nearly  47  pounds  of  oats  might  be  forced  into  a  bushel  measure,  which  40  filled  when  mea* 
sured  lightly :  and  we  also  found,  on  ramming  the  oats  with  a  wooden  rammer,  which  did 
not  break  the  grains,  that  606  lbs.  could  be  forced  into  the  experimental  box  before  de- 
scribed, which  was  filled  with  523  lbs.  when  measured  lightly. 

(142.)  Hence,  although  the  usual  system  of  measuring  corn  in  England,  is  sufficiently 
accurate,  when  done  honestly  and  carefully  by  one  person,  yet  it  must  be  allowed  to  be 
liable  to  uncertainty,  when  done  by  different  persons,  or  by  the  same  p^son  negligentlj 
or  partially ;  and  this  uncertainty  is  absolutely  irremediable,  for  the  purchaser  cannot 
legally  object  to  light  measure  if  the  bushel  be  filled ;  and  the  seller  cannot  in  decency 
object  to  a  man  measuring  heavily,  if  he  does  it  expeditiously,  and  without  any  unusual  or 
apparent  effort,  such  as  pressing  the  corn  forcibly  in  with  his  bands,  or  perceptibly  shaking 
the  measure.  Tbe  system  of  weighing,  on  the  contrary,  being  absolutely  free  from  all  uncer* 
tainty,  is  by  far  the  fairest  mode  that  can  possibly  be  adopted  in  the  sale  of  com,  and 
this  operation  may  also  be  performed  somewhat  more  expeditiously  than  that  of  measuring; 
although  the  latter  need  not  be  complained  of,  as  I  am  informed  that  10  quarters,  or  So 
bushels  of  corn,  may  be  measured  in  an  hour,  by  expert  labourers. 

(143.)  In  some  parts  of  England  com  is  sold  by  weight,  but  by  a  curious  and  most 
complex  arrangement,  a  certain  arbitrary  weight  is  called  a  bushel :  which  weight  not 
only  varies  for  different  kinds  of  grain  in  the  same  town,  county  or  district,  but  also  varies 
for  the  same  kind  of  grain  in  different  districts.  For  example:  if  62  lbs.  be  assumed 
or  the  bushel  of  wheat,  in  any  of  those  districts,  the  farmer  does  not  measure  his  com  at 
all,  but  weighs  496  lbs.,  and  calls  this  quantity  eight  bushels,  or  one  quarter  of  wheat,  and 
charges  it  at  so  much  per  bushel  or  per  quarter,  to  the  person  who  buys  it.  This  mode 
of  estimating  quantity  is  to  be  reprooated,  as  adding  to  the  confusion  of  our  national 
measures  and  weights,  which  are  already  too  complex,  by  uselessly  introducing  a  fictitions 
bushel  of  uncertain  value,  into  transactions  depending  upon  weight  alone.  It  is,  however^ 
when  once  understood,  a  fair  mode  of  dealing  between  man  and  man. 

At  Liverpool,  corn  as  well  as  flour  are  always  priced  and  sold  by  weight  alone,  it  being 
of  course  understood,  that  in  examining  several  samples  of  the  same  grain,  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  corn,  or  its  weight  per  busnel,  is  previously  considered,  in  fixing  the  price 
of  each :  and  it  is  remarkable  with  how  much  accuracy  experienced  farmers  or  com* 
dealers  can  judge  of  the  specific  gravity  of  any  kind  of  grain,  by  merely  taking  up  and 
poising  a  small  quantity  ol  it  in  their  hands. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  Liverpool  system  of  pricing  corn  by  weight,  which  has  also 
invariably  been  acted  upon  by  Government  in  their  purchase  of  oats  for  the  British  cavalry^ 
and  which  has  I  believe  been  partially  adopted  even  in  private  dealings  by  some  com 
merchants  of  London,  will  be  made  universal  throughout  the  whole  Brhisn  empire*. 

(144.)  In  adopting  this  arrangement,  the  only  thing  necessary  will  be  to  fill  the  present 
corn  sack  with  so  many  pounds  weight  of  each  kind  of  grain,  as  are  usually  contained  in 
four  bushels  of  medium  quality  measured  lightly,  taking  care,  however,  that  each  quantity 
shall  be  a  multiple  of  ic,  not  embarrassed  by  units  ol  pounds.  For  example,  tbe  con« 
tents  of  the  sack  might  conveniently  be  made  260  lbs.  of  peas  or  small  beans ;  240  lbs.  of 
wheat;  220  lbs.  of  rye;  200  lbs.  of  barley,  and  160  lbs.  of  oats,  respectively;  and  every 

kmd 

*  OaU  are  sent  from  the  Ordnance  Military  DepAt  in  Tooley-street,  to  the  West  Indies,  for  the 
public  service,  in  sugar  hogsheads,  containing  exactly  1,000  lbs.  weight  each.  They  kre  entirely  priced 
by  weight,  but  none  are  received  which  weigh  less  than  40  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  when  measured  rather 
lightly.    This  is  a  very  simple  and  good  arrangement. 
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kind  of  grain  Bbould,  according  to  its  quality,  be  priced  by  the  loolbs  weight,  and  not  as  r  i     i 

at  present  by  the  fictitious  bushel*,  or  by  the  conventional  hundred-weight  of  112  lbs.,  Ckarlelw^PiuUf 

the  entire  abolition  of  which  most  inconvenient  multiple  of  the  commercisd  pound  will       *  /"<wgy> 

hereafter  be  recommended.  3^  j^^^  ^3 


Mr.  Henry  Dtidin,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

3255.  WHERE  do  you  reside?— At  Horslydown,  St.  John's,  Southwark. 

3356.  I  believe  you  are  a  granary-keeper  and  a  lighterman? — Yes. 

3257.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  business  ? — I  have  been  brought  up  in 
the  business  all  my  lifetime,  but  I  have  been  in  business  46  years ;  I  have  attended 
the  corn-market  since  1783,  which  is  50  years  ago. 

3258*  I  believe  you  are  in  the  habit  of  landing  and  warehousing^  and  taking 
charge  of  large  quantities  of  com  on  account  of  corn-factors  and  merchants  ?— 
jTes* 

3259.  Is  not  all  com  in  the  port  of  London  sold  by  measure  ? — ^Tes. 

326a  Universally? — Yes. 

3261.  How  many  sworn  meters  are  there  in  the  city  of  London? — One  hun- 
dred. 

3262.  Can  either  the  buyer  or  seller  of  com  appoint  his  own  meter^  or  miist  he 
take  the  meter  who  is  in  rotation  at  the  meters'  office  ? — He  cannot  appoint  his 
own  meter,  but  must  take  the  meter  in  rotation. 

3263.  Is  it  customary  for  the  buyer  or  seller  to  attend  in  person  to  see  his  corn 
measured  ? — CertaiiJy  not, 

3264.  Does  he  employ  any  agent  to  see  it  for  him  ? — ^No ;  he  employs  an  agent 
to  look  at  the  quality,  but  not  to  see  how  the  com  is  measured. 

3265.  Are  there  many  disputes  between  buyer  and  sdler  about  measuring  corn  ? 
— ^I  never  knew  an  instance. 

3266.  What  difference  is  there  between  a  light  and  a  heavy  hcmded  meter? — 
X  i^ould  think  not  more  than  a  bushel  and  a  ha^  to  two  bushels  in  100  quarters. 

3267.  Is  there  any  difference  between  the  measuring  of  the  farmers  who  send 
their  com  from  Kent,  Essex  and  Suffolk  to  London  for  sale,  and  the  measuring  of 
the  London  meters  ? — Precisely  the  same  measure. 

3268.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  measure  com  ? — Yes. 

3269.  Would  you  care  who  measured  if  you  were  present  to  see  it  done  ? — So 
ihat  I  have  a  sworn  meter ;  we  never  look  after  them  when  they  are  sworn  meters : 
it  makes  no  difference  to  sworn  meters. 

3270.  You  say  that  you  should  not  care,  provided  the  com  was  measured  by 
sworn  meters  ;  do  you  mean  to  say  that  swom  meters  are'more  exact  than  others  ? — 
Yes,  more  exact  than  men  who  have  no  practice ;  but  any  man  who  has  the  least 
practice  may  measure  just  as  well  as  a  sworn  meter ;  measuring  is  soon  learned. 

3271.  How  then  comes  it  that  the  com  measured  by  the  London  swom  meters 
tallies  exactly  with  that  of  the  Kent,  Essex  and  Suffolk  farmers  ? — Because  they 
have  the  same  sort  of  bushd ;  it  is  all  measured,  and  if  it  does  not  make  out  they 
put  a  sack  or  two  by,  and  allow  for  it 

3272.  Why  ? — If  it  does  not  run  the  exact  measure  it  is  made  up.  The  Kentish 
men  bring  up  their  com  all  in  sacks,  then  the  swom  meter  is  taken  aboard,  and  he 
measures  as  many  sacks  as  the  buyer  thinks  proper,  and  every  parcel ;  and  if  any 
one  sa(^  or  any  one  parcel  is  different,  it  is  made  up ;  there  is  what  we  call  a  waste 
sack ;  but  whenever  there  is  a  diffidence  it  is  a  mere  trifle. 

3273.  Then  if  there  mnst  be  that  kind  of  allowance  afterwards,  that  would  rather 
affect  your  former  answer,  which  went  to  show  that  the  measuring  of  these  country 
farmers  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  London  meters ;  because  if  there  is  an 
allowance  mAde,  that  of  course  is  to  provide  against  the  difference  in  measuring? 
— The  meters  of  London  claim  the  privilege  of  measuring  all  corn  that  comes  out 
of  the  country. 

3274.  Who  do  ? — ^I'he  meters  do,  of  all  com  ;  and  perhaps  one  barge  of  wheat 

brings 

*  In  the  Liverpool  m&rket,  oats  are  priced  by  the  45  lbs.,  barley  by  the  60  lbs.,  wheat  by  the  70  lbs., 
oatmeal  by  the  140  lbs.,  flour  by  the  sSolbs.,  and  Indian  com  by  the  480  lbs.  Probably  these  dis- 
cordant quantities^  assumed  as  the  units  of  price  for  diflerent  kinds  of  grain  and  meal,  may  have 
depended  upon  the  contents  of  the  several  packagts  in  which  they  have  usually  been  imported  into  the 
port  of  Lrveqiool.  Whether  this  be  the  case  or  not,  I  consider  that  the  pricing  of  all  grains  in  future 
by  the  100  lbs.,  wouU  be  the  greatest  possible  inqprovement  upon  the  above  practice* 
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Mr.  Htfiry  T^udin.  brings  280  quarters,  and  that  may  belong  to  20  different  fanners.     Out  of  the  20 

different  farmers,  17  may  ran  measure,  but  the  other  three  may  not;  there  may  be 

30  June  1834.      a  very  trifling  difference. 

3275.  What  do  you  mean  by  run  measure? — Run  full  measure,  ran  four  bushels 
to  the  measure,  the  17  parcels  out  of  the  20. 

3276.  I  do  not  understand  you  ? — Some  farmers  are  very  correct  in  measuring 
their  own  corn,  and  others  are  a  little  careless,  and  not  so  particular  in  the  mea- 
surement. 

3277.  Do  you  ever  find  farmers  give  more  than  the  fall  measure  ? — Very  seldom ; 
if  it  is,  it  is  struck  off". 

3278.  Then  if  there  is  any  difference,  it  would  be  from  deficiency  in  measoriog? 
— Yes. 

3279.  A  certain  quantity  might  be  lost  in  the  vessel  ? — No,  not  when  it  comes  in 
sacks. 

3280.  It  usually  comes  in  sacks? — Yes,  all  the  Essex  and  Kent,  and  part  of  the 
cora  from  Suffolk. 

3281.  How  many  quarters  of  oats  can  a  meter  measure  in  the  usual  day's  work 
of  12  hours  ? — From  600  to  700  quarters ;  we  have  done  800  in  the  12  hours. 

3282.  How  many  of  barley? — About  450. 

3283.  How  many  of  wheat? — About  400. 

3284.  One  man  can  do  that  by  himself  ?— Yes,  but  he  has  the  assistance  of 
seven  men  with  him,  because  he  only  fills  the  bushel.  «  There  is  a  meter  and  three  « 
men  in  the  ship ;  two  men  dip,  and  the  meter  fills,  and  one  of  the  two  strikes  off, 
and  the  third  man  holds  up  the  sack  for  the  bushel  to  be  put  in ;  then  the  other 
four  men  are  on  the  deck,  three  to  hoist  it  up,  and  one  to  bear  the  sack  over  the 
chip's  side. 

3285.  What  do  they  dip  it  into? — Into  the  bulk  of  loose  wheat ;  that  is  to  say, 
where  corn  is  brought  in  bulk. 

3286.  In  what  cases  is  cora  brought  to  London  in  bulk,  and  in  what  cases  is  it 
brought  in  sacks  ?— All  Kentish  cora  is  brought  in  sacks ;  part  of  Essex  and  Suffolk 
corn  is  brought  in  sacks  and  part  loose ;  all  foreign  cora,  and  all  English  oats  and 
barley,  are  brought  loose ;  all  Irish  cora  likewise ;  peas  and  beans  also  come  loose. 

3287.  You  have  now  described  the  process  of  measuring  cora  that  is  brought  in 
bulk,  will  you  be  so  good  now  as  to  describe  the  process  of  measuring  that  which 
is  brought  in  sacks  ;  first  of  all,  there  are  seven  men  employed  by  the  meter  ? — 
Yes ;  four  out  of  the  seven  go  into  the  bold,  and  three  men  and  the  meter  remain 
on  deck  ;  of  the  four  men  in  the  hold,  two  men  take  up  the  sack  while  the  other 
two  put  the  slings  underneath ;  then  the  three  men  on  deck  hoist  it  up,  and  then 
the  meter  pours  it  out  of  the  sack  and  strikes  the  bushel. 

3288.  Who  pours  the  bushel  into  the  other  sack? — ^The  three  men  who  hoist  it 
up ;  two  of  those  lay  hold  of  the  bushel,  and  the  third  man  holds  up  the  sack,  and 
then  the  three  together  hoist  it  over  the  side  of  the  ship. 

3289.  What  becomes  of  the  corn  that  is  struck  off  the  bushel  on  the  deck? — 
When  he  has  struck  three  bushels  out  of  the  four,  before  he  puts  the  fourth  in,  he 
takes  the  loose  corn  that  is  spilt  and  puts  it  into  the  sack  where  the  bushel  remains, 
and  then  he  takes  and  pours  the  last  bushel  into  the  measure. 

3290.  Has  he  to  sweep  up  the  corn  together  ? — It  is  measured  on  a  sack  ;  there 
is  a  sack  doubled  up  and  put  under  the  bushel,  so  that  none  can  be  lost. 

3291.  Then  it  is  hoisted  over  the  side  of  the  ship  into  the  barge  ? — Yes, 

3292.  In  the  sack  ? — It  is  hoisted  over  in  the  sack,  and  the  lighterman  takes  it 
in  sacks  or  loose,  whichever  he  has  orders  for. 

3293.  When  it  is  to  be  taken  loose  it  is  shot  out  of  the  sack  ? — Yes. 

3294.  Do  you  know  how  much  time  is  required  to  take  four  bushels  of  corn, 
either  in  bulk  or  in  a  sack,  out  of  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  hoist  it  up,  measure  it,  and 
put  it  into  the  lighter  ? — Wheat  ? 

3295.  Yes,  wheat  ?— From  30  quarters  of  wheat  to  35  quarters  in  one  hour, 
that  is  from  60  to  70  sacks. 

3296.  Does  the  corn  measure  as  much  when  you  fill  the  measure  out  of  the 
sack,  as  if  you  measured  it  out  of  the  bulk  ?~It  makes  no  difference  whether  you 
measure  four  bushels  of  wheat  out  of  a  sack  or  out  of  a  bulk,  it  is  precisely  the 
«ame  ;  in  peas  and  beans,  and  oats,  there  is  a  difference. 

3297.  And  barley  ?— No ;  I  do  not  think  barley. 

3298.  Describe  the  difference,  and  how  it  arises  ? — If  there  is  eight  bushels  of 
beans  put  into  two  sacks,  and  the  same  meter  measures  them  oat  of  the  sacks  agaiii» 
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they  cannot  make  measure,  if  they  measure  directly  or  within  five  minutes,  because    Mr.  Henry  Dud 
peas  and  beans  will  not  measure  out  of  sacks.  J 

3299.  What  do  you  mean  by  will  not  measure  ? — There  would  be  four  bushels      3o  June  1834 
less  in  100  quarters,  measured  out  of  sacks,  than  there  would  be  measured  in 
bulk ;  which  is  one-half  per  cent. 

3300^  Why  ? — I  can  only  tell  by  experience. 

3301.  You  do  not  know  the  reason? — I  cannot  tell  the  reason.  If  you  had 
1 00  quarters  of  beans,  and  you  wish  to  see  them  measured,  even  supposing  the 
same  meter  measured  them,  he  never  would  make  the  measure  out.  But  this  is  of 
no  consequence,  because  all  meters  require,  before  they  measure  beans  in  sacks, 
that  they  should  be  shot  on  the  floor,  and  then  they  measure  exactly  the  same 
as  before.  j 

3302.  With  regard  to  oats  ? — Oats  would  measure  more  out  of  sacks  than  out 
of  bulk. 

33^3/  Can  you  tell  what  is  the  reason  that  oats  measure  more  out  of  the  sack 
than  out  of  bulk  ? — Because  they  lie  lighter  in  the  bushel ;  when  the  bushel  is 
dipped,  you  take  a  greater  quantity. 

3304.  Why  should  not  that  hold  cood  with  wheat  and  barley  ? — ^That  is  heavier 
grain,  and  goes  closer ;  the  heavier  the  grain  is,  the  closer  it  goes. 

3305.  It  has  been  stated  by  an  Irish  witness,  that  of  the  oats  grown  in  Ireland, 
the  lighter  oats  were  sent  to  the  London  market,  and  the  heavier  to  Scotland  and 
Liverpool ;  should  you  say,  from  your  experience,  that  the  oats  coming  from  Ire- 
land are  lighter  or  heavier  than  those  coming  from  other  parts  ? — I  should  say  that 
the  Irish  oats  were  heavier  than  the  Lincolnshire  oats,  but  not  so  heavy  as  the 
Scotch  oats.     The  Scotch  oats  are  mostly  potato-oats,  which  the  distillers  use. 

3306.  Do  you  know  what  wages  the  meter  pays  his  men  ? — I  cannot  say  exactly 
they  have  so  much  per  last,  so  much  every  10  quarters. 

3307.  You  do  not  know  what  wages  they  have? — No  j  if  I  had  thought  of  i^ 
I  could  very  easily  have  got  it  from  the  meters'  office. 

3308.  Were  you  not  some  time  ago  employed  to  discharge  a  cargo  of  oats  from 
Ireland  by  weight  ? — Yes. 

3309.  Were  those  oats  first  measured  in  the  hold  of  the  ship,  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, by  a  sworn  meter? — Yes. 

3310.  And  were  they  not  afterwards  hoisted  on  deck,  and  there  weighed,  and 
then  hoisted  into  a  lighter?— -Yes. 

3311.  The  cargo  consisted,  I  believe,  of  600  quarters? — Six  hundred  and  fifty 
quarters. 

3312.  How  long  a  time  did  it  take  to  discharge  this  cargo  by  the  process  of 
weighing  ? — Two  days  and  a  half. 

3313.  In  what  time  could  that  cargo  have  been  discharged  in  the  usual  manner, 
that  is  to  say,  by  measure  alone  ? — In  one  day. 

3314.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  greater  time  required  to  weigh  than  to  measure 
the  cargo  proceeded  from  the  inexperience  of  the  persons  employed  to  weigh, 
seeing  that  the  London  meters  are  quite  unaccustomed  ho  weigh  ? — It  took  eleven 
men  to  do  that  work  in  the  room  of  eight.  The  eight  men,  if  it  had  not  been 
weighed  at  all,  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  hoist  it  out  of  the  vessel's  hold, 
and  turn  it  over  the  ship's  side  into  the  barge.  When  it  is  weighed,  they  hoist  it 
out  of  the  hold ;  it  is  loosed  from  the  tackle  and  put  in  the  machine ;  when  it  is 
weighed,  they  have  got  to  hoist  it  out  of  the  machine  and  put  it  on  the  deck  again. 
I  have  brought  with  me  a  statement  of  a  weighing  of  450  quarters  of  oats,  out  of 
650,  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  the  measurement  of  the  London  meters,  which  is  as 
follows : 
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3315*  You  were  going  to  describe  the  practice  at  Liverpool? — The  ships  at 
Liverpool  go  along  side  the  quay,  the  meter  with  part  of  his  men  goes  to  measure 
the  corn  in  the  hoki  of  the  vessel,  and  the  ship's  company  hoist  the  com  all  upon 
deck.  The  remainder  of  the  meter's  men  go  up  stairs  and  weigh  the  corn ;  four  in 
the  vessel  and  four  up  stairs,  and  the  ship's  company  hoist  it  on  deck,  and  do  the 
labour.  Now  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind  with  the  ship's  company  in  London, 
they  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

3316.  Was  the  cargo  you  have  mentioned  weighed  sack  by  sack,  each  sack 
weighing  four  bushels  each  ? — Yes. 

3317.  Have  you  got  any  account  of  the  number  of  draughts,  and  the  weight  of 
-each  draught? — Yes,  I  have  put  it  in. 

3318.  If  these  oats  had  not  been  first  measured  in  the  hold,  and  put  in  equal 
quantities  into  the  sacks,  would  not  the  weighing  of  them  have  taken  up  still  more 
time  ? — Considerably  more. 

3319.  Will  you  describe  the  manner  in  which  the  oats  were  put  into  the  sacks 
before  the  sacks  were  weighed  ? — They  were  regularly  measured  by  a  meter  and 
a  meter's  bushel. 

3320.  Were  the  oats  mea3ured  in  the  hold  and  in  the  usual  manner  ? — They 
were  measured  in  the  usual  manner  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel ;  they  always  measure 
loose  com  in  the  hold. 

3321.  Now  if  com  should  be  sold  by  weight  instead  of  measure,  would  there 
not  be  periods  when  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  through  the  business  of  the  port 
of  London  ? — Yes,  I  will  give  you  an  instance ;  here  are  50  different  buyers  who 
worked  1,640  quarters  of  oats  out  of  one  ship  in  14  days,  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  have  done  by  weight.  When  the  vessels  lie  in  the  river,  they 
lie  in  tiers ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  get  the  craft  alongside,  except  at  certain  times 
of  the  tide,  which  is  at  high  water  and  low  water ;  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
buyers,  if  all  thS  craft  was  there  ready,  to  get  the  craft  alongside  to  work  it  out  in 
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^Ir. Henry Dudin.  the  time.     At  Liverpool,  they  go  alongside  a  wharf;  but  when  vessels  are  in  the 

middle  of  a  tier,  you  cannot  get  alongside  only  at  certain  times  of  the  tide. 

30  June  1834.  3322.  But  when  corn  is  weighed  at  Liverpool,  are  not  the  scales  put  on  board 

the  vessel  ? — Sometimes  they  weigh  it  in  granary  and  sometimes  aboard  the  vessel ; 
it  depends  entirely  on  the  captain  whether  he  chooses  to  go  up  and  see  the  com 
weighed  out  of  the  granary ;  but  never  having  been  at  Liverpool,  I  cannot  speak 
exactly  as  to  the  mode  in  which  they  weigh  and  deliver  corn  at  Liverpool. 

3323.  What  reason  is  there  that  scales  should  not  be  put  on  board  the  vessels 
in  London  as  well  as  at  Liverpool,  although  the  vessels  in  London  do  lie  in  tiers? 
— They  must  be  weighed  aboard  the  vessel  in  London,  because  the  vessel  lies 
afloat.  At  Liverpool  they  ail  lie  close  to  the  quays,  and  then  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  weighing  it  without  being  incommoded  in  the  granary,  if  they  should 
think  proper.  Owing  to  the  ships  lying  in  tiers  in  London,  and  when  the 
quantity  of  com  is  sold  to  a  great  many  different  buyers,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
corn  to  be  worked  out  so  quick  as  it  can  when  a  vessel  lies  alongside  the  quays ; 
a  vessel  will  take  three  times  the  time  to  unload  when  it  is  in  the  tiers. 

3324.  The  lighters  then  go  between  the  vessels  ? — Yes. 

3325.  They  can  only  do  that  at  particular  times  of  the  tide  ? — At  high  water 
and  low  water. 

3326.  If  there  were  quays  in  London  the  same  as  in  Liverpool,  would  there  be 
any  more  difficulty  in  weighing  corn  in  London  than  at  Liverpool  ? — None  ;  diere 
would  then  only  be  the  difference  between  the  time  spent  in  weighing  and 
measuring. 

•  3327.  Would  it  be  necessary,  if  com  was  weighed  in  London,  to  have  a  greater 
number  of  lighters  to  get  through  the  same  busings  which  is  done  at  present  ? — 
Yes. 

3328.  Suppose  your  lighten^  and  your  men  were  to  be  detained  double  or  treble 
the  time  in  the  discharge  of  a  cargo  of  com,  would  you  not  be  obliged  greatly  to 
increase  your  charge  for  lighterage  ? — ^Yes,  •  as  we  should  be  obliged  to  have  a 
greater  number  of  men  as  well  as  lighters. 

3329.  In  the  case  of  bonded  corn,  when  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  quantity,  is 
the  duty  paid  on  such  deficiency  } — xMways. 

3330.  Just  describe  how  the  deficiency  arises? — If  there  were  1,200  quarters  of 
wheat  that  were  taken  in  granary,  and  that  wheat  came  out  of  condition^  hot, 
which  was  only  shipped  for  1,160  quarters,  after  lying  in  granary  for  a  considerable 
time  it  shrinks  and  goes  back  to  the  1,160  quarters,  but  the  duty  is  paid  for  the 
1,200  that  come  out  of  the  ship* 

3331.  Does  it  not  require  more  time  to  deliver  coals  under  the  present  system  of 
weighing,  than  it  did  formerly  by  measure  ? — ^We  can  do  about  40  ton  now  in  the 
day,  and  by  the  measuring  formerly  in  the  vats,  it  would  come  to  54  tons. 

33^2.  Did  you  not  once  experience  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the  weight  of 
a  parcel  of  oil-cake  weighing  55  tons,  owing  to  its  being  weighed  into  the  ware- 
house in  large  drafts,  and  being  weighed  out  in  small  drafts  ? — I  took  it  in  at 
eight  cwt.  in  the  draft,  and  delivered  it  at  one  cwt.  in  die  draft ;  the  deficiency  was 
one  ton,  owing  to  so  many  drafts. 

3333.  Did  any  of  this  deficiency  arise  from  the  turn  of  the  scale  in  weiring  ?— 
No  doutit,  from  so  many  drafts ;  because  if  eight  drafts  had  been  put  into  one  scale 
instead  of  one,  it  would  have  saved  several  pounds  in  the  turn  of  the  scale. 

3334.  Have  you  heard  any^complaints  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  of  the 
pratice  of  selling  corn  by  the  present  system  ? — ^The  general  opinion  is,  that  it  is  far 
fairer  and  more  correct,  both  for  the  owner  of  the  corn  and  the  buyer,  to  have  com 
sold  by  measure  rather  than  by  weight.  Every  gentleman,  when  he  comes  to  look 
at  a  sample  of  corn,  if  he  is  not  a  good  judge  himself,  will  tum  round  to  the  factor^ 
and  say,  **  What  will  this  corn  weigh  ?"  he  replies,  **  From  61  lbs.  to  64  lbs.  a  bushel,** 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  it  makes  a  wonderful  difference ;  one  will  make  six  sacks 
and  a  bushel  in  the  load,  and  the  other  will  only  make  five  sacks,  two  bushels ;  and 
the  difference  in  the  price  is  from  6  5.  to  8  ^.  a  quarter. 

3335.  You  say  that  there  is  a  general  impression  that  it  would  be  better  to  sell  by 
mea3ure? — Yes. 

3336.  Is  it  not  already  sold  in  London  by  measure  ? — ^Yes,  it  is  done  in  a  very 
honourable  way ;  in  this  sort  of  way :  when  a  miller  comes  to  buy  a  parcel  of 
a  factor,  he  says,  ^'  Tell  me  the  weight  of  that  wheat ;"  he  takes  the  book,  and  shows 
the  wdght,  61  lbs.  or  62  lbs.,  as  the  case  may  be. 

3337-  Then 
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3337*  Then  you  have  a  book,  which  contains  the  weight  of  every  bulk  of  com  Mr.  Henry  Dudm. 

per  bushel  ? — ^Yes.  — 

3338.  How  have  you  ascertained  it? — When  we  take  out  a  cargo  of  corn,  3oJunex834» 
out  of  every  100  quaiters  we  work  10  quarters  in  sacks  from  different  parts  of  the 

bulk,  and  when  the  barge  comes  home  to  land  it,  we  put  it  into  the  machine,  and 
weigh  every  sack  ;  so  that  we  know  every  quantity,  and  weigh  the  top  and  the  bot- 
tom of  the  vessel. 

3339.  Supposing  the  bulk  of  corn  is  composed  of  different  qualities  ? — Then  wo 
weigh  different  qualities,  and  keep  them  separate. 

3340.  TheU;  in  point  of  fact,  your  corn  is  not  sold  by  measure  alone,  but  by 
weight  per  measure  ?— We  are  not  bound  to  give  the  weight  to  a  gentleman,  with- 
out he  requires  it. 

3341.  But  you  always  know  the  weight  per  measure? — Yes. 

3342.  And  does  not  the  buyer  ask,  generally  speaking,  what  the  com  will 
weigh  ? — In  general  he  does  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  accuracy  with  which  com  is 
measured,  I  will  state  this  fact.  About  two  years  since,  one  of  the  agents  of 
the  Commercial  Docks  informed  a  partner  in  a  most  respectable  house  in  the 
city  of  London,  that  on  80,000  quarters  of  corn  that  had  been  in  granary  a 
considerable  time,  and  of  different  qualities,  the  loss  on  the  average  was  1  J  per. 
cent.  The  said  merchant  informed  me  of  the  circumstance,  and  1,  doing  con- 
siderable business  for  the  house,  looked  over  my  own  books,  and  took  a  state- 
ment fd  two  years  back ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  on  75,000  quarters  of  com, 
the  loss  on  the  average  was  considerably  less  than  in  the  docks,  being  only  1  ^  per 

cent.     This  is  stated  to  prove  the  correctness  of  meters  in  the  measurement  of  * 

corn,  as  the  quantity  of  corn  must  have  been  done  by  upwards  of  50  different 

meters  in  the  course  of  two  years  :  first  taking  out  of  the  different  vessels,  then 

putting  into  granary,  and  afterwards  working  out  of  granary  to  the  several  buyers ; 

and  as  there  must  have  been  several  hundreds  of  different  orders  from  the  ships 

and  from  the  granaries :  and,  in  point  of  fact,  no  part  of  this  difference,  trifling  as 

it  is,  arose  from  the  difference  of  measuring,  but  it  proceeded  entirely  from  the 

difference  in  the  condition  of  the  corn   between  the  period  when  taken  into,  and 

delivered  from  granary. 

3343*  What  would  be  the  difference  in  value  between  60  quarts  of  light  wheat 
and  60  of  heavy  wheat  ? — I  must  know  whether  it  is  white  or  red  wheat,  because 
there  is  some  difference  in  that. 

3344.  T^ke  60  of  red  wheat ;  what  is  the  difference  in  value  of  60  of  light  red 
wheat  and  60  of  heavy  red  wheat  ? — From  6  s.  to  7  s.  per  quarter  or  more,  accord- 
ing to  the  weight,  because  some  of  the  light  wheat  only  weighs  54  lbs.  a  bushel. 

3345.  In  giving  that  answer,  have  you  not  reference  to  measure  as  well  as 
weight  ? — Yes,  we  have  reference  to  measure ;  that  is  the  way  we  find  out  the 
difference  in  quality.  A  sack  of  flour  weighing  280  lbs.,  made  of  the  finest  wheats 
makes  from  88  to  89  quartern  loaves ;  a  sack  of  flour  that  is  made  from  light 
wheat,  weighing  also  280  lbs.,  makes  only  78  loaves ;  one  takes  so  much  more 
water  than  the  other  to  make  it. 

3346.  What  is  the  difference  in  value  of  32  quarts  weighing  60  lbs.,  and  34 
quarts  weighing  60  lbs.  ?— Between  wheat  of  this  description,  there  would  just  be 
a  difference  of  9^.  or  10*.  per  quarter  ;  if  you  then  take  off  3^.  per  quarter  for 
the  two  quarts  additional,  which  are  thrown  on  to  make  up  the  weight  to  60  lbs., 
this  will  leave  6  s.  or  ys.  per  quarter,  or  about  9  rf.  a  bushel. 


Rates 

OF  Meterage,  London, 
s.    d. 

Wheat,  Foreign 

4    6    per  last. 

including  porterage, 

—     English 

4    3i      — 

— 

—     Essex  and  Kent  - 

3     7i     — 

— 

Seed,  2  d.  per  last  extra. 

Oats,  Foreign 

41        — 

—    English 

3  loi     — 

— 

—   Essex  and  Kent     - 

32        — 

— 

Wheat,  Barley,  Rye  and  Brank  included  under  one  head. 
Seed,  Peas,  Beans  and  Tares  included  under  one  head. 
Oats  and  Malt  included  under  one  head. 
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Javisj  3*  die  Juliij  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


John  Webbf  Esq.  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

John  Webby  Esq.        3347-  WHERE  do  you  reside  ?— At  Barton-under-Needwood. 

3348*  What  is  your  occupation  ? — ^Until  I  was  near  30  years  of  age  I  was 

3  July  1834.  exclusively  engaged  in  agriculture ;  for  more  than  20  years  I  have  been  a 
partner  in  the  bank  at  Burton-upon-Trent  Up  to  the  present  time  I  have 
the  management  of  several  large  estates :  the  Derbyshire  estates  belonging  to 
the  trustees  of  Cheatham  hospital,  in  Manchester ;  the  Marquis  of  Towns- 
hend's  estates  at  Walton-upon-Trent,  in  the  southern  part  of  Derbyshire;  and 
until  the  last  three  or  four  years.  Earl  Ferrers'  property  in  Staffordshire  and 
Leicestershire ;  and  in  consequence  of  a  com  mill  at  Tutbury  being  worked 
from  the  same  head  of  water  as  a  cotton  mill  of  mine,  I  am  obliged  to  l|pep  the 
corn  mill  in  my  own  hands,  but  which  I  do  not  take  the  management  of;  and 
4  up  to  the  present  time  I  occupy  between  800  and  900  acres  of  land. 

3349.  Then  you  have  had  many  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  practices  of  selling  corn? — A  great  many. 

3350.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  are  many  diversities  attending  those 
practices  ?— A  great  many ;  almost  every  market-town  varies  in  the  weight  of 
the  different  descriptions  of  corn  that  is  sold.  In  some  market-towns  the  prac- 
tice is  to  sell  by  two  different  weights ;  and  in  Barton  market,  where  there  are 
two  weights  in  the  same  market,  rarmers  carry  a  table  in  their  pocket-books,  to 
ascertain  which  offer  is  the  most  profitable  for  them  to  take,  whether  by  the 
weight  of  63 lbs.  net  to  the  bushel,  or  by  210  lbs.  the  bag  of  three  bushels, 
including  the  weight  of  the  sack.  In  the  different  market-towns  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood that  I  am  acquainted  with,  the  weight  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  varies 
from  62 lbs.  to  75  lbs.,  barley  49  lbs.  to  54  lbs.,  oats  4S  lbs.  to  50  lbs.,  beans 
63  lbs.  to  80  lbs. ;  and  the  sack  of  wheat  in  some  instances  contains  three 
bushels,  and  in  others  four  bushels ;  the  larger  measure  being  put  up  in  st 
sack  of  three  bushels,  the  smaller  measure  in  a  sack  of  four  bushels.  Wheat  is 
in  almost  all  cases  sold  by  weight ;  oats,  barley  and  beans  frequently  by  mea- 
sure, varying  from  32  to  38  quarts  per  bushel,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  that 
I  am  acquainted  with,  40  quarts. 

3351.  To  what  districts  do  your  remarks  apply? — Principally  to  Stafibrdshire 
and  Derbyshire,* to  the  Birmingham  market,  and  part  of  Shropshire  and  Leices- 
tershire. 

3352.  Do  you  consider  that  those  practices  are  productive  of  any  inconve- 
nience to  the  farmers  ? — Undoubtedly  they  are  j  to  every  person,  either  buy- 
ing or  selling  com,  who  does  not  make  it  his  business. 

3353.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  in  what  way  those  inconveniences 
operate  ? — ^Those  persons  who  are  principally  en^ged  in  the  buying  and  selling 
of  corn,  have  too  great  an  advantage  over  those  who  are  only  occasionally 
engaged  in  that  trade ;  and  it  must  be  obvious  to  this  Committee,  that  every 
absurd  practice  made  use  of,  gives  an  advantage  to  the  more  experienced,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  ignorant  and  those  who  are  less  skilful.  Circulars  are 
seldom  taken  in  by  persons  who  are  not  in  the  trade,  and  therefore  they  de- 
pend on  the  report  in  the  newspapers,  and  I  consider  it  quite  impossible  that 
a  person  not  engaged  in  the  trade  can  understand  from  a  paper  the  relative 

'  values  of  corn.  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  myself,  but  I  never  attend 
to  any  report  of  the  London  market,  excepting  that,  whether  it  is  higher  or 
lower.  I  should  know  nothing  if  I  were  to  look  at  the  price,  but  I  could  tell 
whether  Mark-lane  is  1  s.  or  Qs.  higher  or  lower,  and  I  expect  our  own  markets 
will  rise  and  fall  in  proportion. 

3354-  You  conceive,  then,  that  the  knowledge  which  you  acquire  from  the 
newspapers  of  the  state  of  the  London  market,  and  the  probability  which 
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appears  therefrom  that  your  own  market  is  likely  to  rise  or  fall,  is  not  sufficient    john  Webb,  Esq 

for  you  as  a  seller  of  corn? — I  did  not  mean  to  convey  that  impression  exactly . 

If  I  know  the  vidue  of  corn  on  the  previous  market-day  in  the  markets  in  my       3  Jaly  1834. 
own  neighbourhood,  by  reference  to  the  rise  and  fall  in  Maik-lane  I  should  be 
able  to  judge  what  my  sample  would  be  worth ;  but  if  1  had  hot  be^n  attend- 
ing  to  the  value  of  com  at  home  for  some  weeks,  I  should  not  be  able  to  judge 
what  it  was  worth  by  reference  to  the  price  in  Mark-lane. 

3355.  Do  you  conceive  that  country  markets  are  liable  to  rise  or  fall  so  sud* 
denly,  that  you  would  not  derive  sufficient  information  from  the  knowledge 
which  is  affi>rded  to  you  by  the  Quotations  of  the  London  market? — It  is  always 
stated  in  the  Mark-lane  report  what  the  rise  and  fall  is,  and  therefore  I  get  suf- 
ficient information  by  reference  to  the  price  of  the  last  market-day ;  which 
I  before  stated. 

3356.  Does  an  immediate  rise  take  place  throughout  the  entire  country  on 
a  rise  being  perceived  in  Mark-lane,  or  is  that  qualified  by  the  remarks  which 
I  presume  accompany  that ;  such  as  an  abundant  supply,  or  a  deficient  supply ; 
and  are  dealers  led  to  form  their  inference  by  the  rise  of  price  alone,  or  by  the 
remarks  which  are  annexed  to  that  price  r — Of  course  every  circumstance 
mentioned  is  taken  into  account ;  and  when  the  rise  or  fall  in  the  country  does 
not  follow  that  in  Mark-lane,  it  is  the  exception  and  not  the  iiile.  For 
instance,  if  dealers  have  not  been  buying  for  several  market-days,  and  they  are 
out  of  wheat  and  come  into  the  market  with  a  short  supply,  though  Mark-lane 
may  be  lower  in  price,  there  would  not  be  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
country  market,  and  vice  versa,  because  there  is  more  supply  than  demand  iq 
a  rising  market. 

3357*  Have  you  paid  much  attention  to  the  subject  of  averages ;  how  far  prices 
are  influenced  by  those  averages,  and  whether  they  are  correctly  taken  or  other- 
wise ? — I  have  never  yet  been  able  sufficiently  to  understand  the  way  in  which 
those  averages  have  been  taken,  to  pay  any  attention  to  it  myself;  nor  do 
I  believe  persons  no  more  connected  with  the  trade  than  I  am  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  them.  I  believe  the  corn-factors  pay  very  great  attention  to  them. 
I  think  that  when  the  duty  is  very  low,  great  attention  is  paid  with  a  view  of 
seeing  whether  the  ports  are  likely  to  open  or  not ;  but  when  the  duty  is  so 
high  as  it  is  now  very  little  attention  is  paid  to  it,  unless  by  those  who  are 
engaged  in  buying  and  selling  foreign  corn,  com  in  bond* 

3358.  Then  you  conceive  that  the  present  diversities  in  the  practice  of  sell- 
ing com  throughout  the  country  are  productive  of  real  inconvenience  to  the 
sellers  generally  ?— No  doubt  a  general  inconvenience  is  felt ;  but  the  persons 
principally  connected  with  the  corn  trade  feel  the  inconvenience  much  less 
thAn  those  who  are  occasionally  buyers  and  sellers.  I  feel  persuaded  the  more 
complicated  and  diversified  the  scales  are,  the  greater  the  advantage  will  be  to 
persons  largely  engaged  in  the  corn  trade. 

3359.  Cannot  the  farmers  derive  sufficient  information  from  the  tables  which 
you  have  said  they  carried  in  their  pockets? — The  tables  I  alluded  to  have  only 
reference  to  the  two  weights  by  which  corn  is  sold  at  Barton  market  I  can 
always  ascertain  the  value  of  the  larger  weight  by  adding  a  I  ^.  in  the  1  s. 
to  the  price  of  the  lesser  weight :  for  example,  6^.  a  bushel  the  lesser  weight, 
and  6$.  6d.  the  greater  weight. 

3360.  But  then,  if  you  have  such  an  easy  method  of  calculating  the  difierence 
between  those  two  weights,  it  would  almost  appear,  as  far  as  Barton  market  is 
concerned,  that  the  diversity  would  hardly  operate  as  an  inconvenience  ? — I  con- 
sider the  means  we  have  oi  ascertaining  the  difierence,  places  Barton  in  a  simi- 
lar situation  to  those  towns  that  have  but  one  weight;  but  it  does^iot  do 
away  the  inconvenience  of  the  difierent  weights  and  measures  throughout  the 
country ;  it  only  places  it  on  the  same  footing  at  Barton  as  if  we  had  one 
weight.  But  when  I  am  speaking  of  the  two  weights  at  Barton,  that  applies 
only  to  wheat ;  we  have  two  measures  made  use  of  for  other  grain,  and  1  have 
found  it  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact  proportions,  as  the  price  varies. 

336 1 .  Do  you  not  conceive  that  it  would  be  possible  to  construct^a  table 
similar  to  the  one  you  have  mentioned,  that  should  reconcile  all  the  diiferent 
weights  and  measures  throughout  ^e  country ;  so  that  a  farmer,  by  having  suctv 
a  table  in  his  pocket,  might  avoid  all  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the 
diversity  to  which  you  have  alluded? — I  consider  that  would  be  quite 
impossible. 

0.36.  K  K  3  3362.   Why- 
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Fohn  If  ebb,  Esq.         3362.  Why  SO  ? — Because  at  Burton  we  have  the  sample  before  us,  and 

it  would  be  impossible  that  we  could  see  the  samples  that  are  sold  at  the  dif- 

3JttlyiB34.  ferent  markets  when  we  see  the  repwts  of  those  sales.  If  the  quality  of  the 
com  were  the  same,  a  table  might  be  constructed  that  would  give  the  inform- 
ation.       . 

3363.  Then  you  are  of  opinion  that  a  uniform  system  is  desirable  ? — Most 
undoubtedly.  I  have  always  regretted  that  men  coming  into  a  market  should 
be  placed  in  such  a  disadvantageous  situation  through  the  di£^ent  diversities, 
compared  with  his  more  experienced  neighbour. 

3362).  Have  you  ever  heard  that  opinion  at  all  generally  expressed  by  farmers 
or  others  who  are  in  the  habit  of  selling  com? — I  have  frequently  heard  the 
inconvenience  mentioned,  but  not  so  frequently  as  the  Committee  would  per- 
haps expect  it  would  be  mentioned,  and  I  think  that  is  easy  to  be  accounted  for. 

3365.  How  ? — Those  persons  who  experience  the  greatest  loss  and  inconve- 
nience, being  the  lesser  larmers,  are  so  ignorant  of  it  that  they  do  not  find  it 
out,  and  the  more  experienced  person  has  the  advantage  of  it.  If  he  had  the 
disadvantage  instead  of  the  advantage,  he  would  soon  find  it  out. 

3366.  In  what  way  do  you  think  that  uniformity  could  be  brought  about,  by 
weight  or  measure  ;  by  measure  with  a  fixed  amount  of  weight  per  measure,  or 
measure  by  the  actual  weight  per  measure  superadded  in  each  case  ? — I  consider 
that  rather  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  Nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  pre* 
sent  system,  which  I  look  upon  as  one  of  measure.  According  to  the  present 
law,  the  way  in  which  the  averages  are  taken  and  the  returns  made  is  by  measure 
only,  which  is  the  worst  possible  means  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  article. 
Upon  the  present  plan,  the  same  duty  I  understand  is  paid  upon  wheat  worth  4& 
a  bushel,  as  upon  that  which  is  worth  6  ^.  or  7  ^*  I  consider  weight  to  be  a 
much  better  standard  than  measure,  unless  we  could  sell  by  measure  with  the 
real  weight  of  the  corn  affixed  thereto,  which  I  think  would  be  better  Uian 
either.  If  corn  is  sold  by  a  fixed  weight,  of  course  the  measure  must  be  varied 
to  make  up  that  weight.  Measure,  with  the  actual  weight  affixed  thereto,  is  the 
best  possible  means  of  ascertaining  the  quality,  and  it  is  quite  absurd  to  say 
that  the  quality  as  a  general  rule  cannot  be  ascertained  by  it.  I  admit  that  you 
cannot  tell  what  the  condition  is  by  the  weight,  but  with  the  sample  before 
you,  knowing  the  weight  of  a  given  measure,  I  do  not  think  you  could  be 
deceived  by  the  quality  j  and  I  know  no  other  way  by  which  an  inexperienced 
person  may  not  be  mistaken  in  the  quality. 

3367.  If  weight  were  substituted  for  measure,  would  weight  give  a  true  in- 
dication of  the  value  of  the  com? — Certainly  not ;  but  it  would  come  much 
nearer  than  measure. 

3368.  Then  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  examine  the  sample  of  cdtn 
to  ascertain  the  condition,  as  well  to  ascertain  the  weight  of  it  ? — It  is  certainly 
necessary  to  examine  the  sample  of  corn  to  ascertain  the  condition  under  any 
circumstances,  put  it  in  what  way  you  will. 

3369.  You  said  before  that  you  experienced  some  difficulty  in  understanding 
the  quotations  in  the  public  prints  ? — I  did. 

3370.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  the  difficulty  ?— In  some  instances 
I  speak  of,  they  describe  the  bushels  or  bags  by  different  names.  I  do  not  know 
what  that  means ;  I  do  not  know  what  a  boll  is,  I  do  not  know  what  a  last  is ; 
and  when  they  speak  of  it  by  the  quarter,  I  know  a  quarter  is  eight  bushels,  but 
I  do  not  know  the  weight  of  the  bushel.  That  is  not  stated  in  the  returns. 
Now  the  great  dealers  in  corn  m^e  themselves  masters  of  the  subject,  and 
that  gives  them  very  great  advantage  over  their  less  experienced  neighbours. 

337  ft  Do  you  not  think  if  measure  were  prescribed  as  the  standard  of  the 
quantity,  and  the  purchaser  were  required  in  his  returns  to  the  inspector,  or  in 
any  memorandum  of  contract,  to  state  the  weight  per  bushel,  that  every  purpose 
of  a  standard,  both  of  quantity  and  quality,  would  be  accomplished? — ^No 
doubt  it  would,  if  it  were  expressed  in  every  paper  in  the  same  language  j  but 
when  one  paper  speaks  of  lasts,  another  of  bolls  and  different  things,  it  is  im- 
possible to  understand  it. 

3372.  Do  you  prefer  weight  or  measure  as  the  test  of  quantity? — Are  you 
speaking  simply  of  weight  or  measure  ?       • 

3373-  Simply  of  weight  or  measure  ? — Weight,  certainly. 

3374.  Which  do  you  think  the  most  accurate  in  itself,  and  less  liable  to 
fraud  ?— Weight. 

3375.  Will 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  255 

3375-  Will  you  state  your  reasons  for  coming  to  that  conclusion  ? — I  consider    /oA«  JFebb^  Esq. 
there  is  much  greater  difierence  in  the  value  of  a  bushel  than  there  can  ■ 

be  in  any  given  weight  of  com.    For  instance,  I  may  be  more  deceived  if  I  buy     3  July  1B34. 
a  bushel  of  wheat  by  the  bushel  of  82  quarts,  than  I  can  if  I  buy  60  lbs.  of 
wheat;  but  in  the  latter  case,  I  do  not  know  what  I  am  buying  when  i  buy  60  lbs. 
of  wheat,  excepting  by  reference  to  the  sample  ;  men  are  not  equal  judges  of 
the  sample,  and  therefore  they  do  not  go  into  the  market  upon  equal  terms. 

3376.  Which  do  you  consider  the  less  laborious  and  the  less  expensive? 
— I  cannot  say ;  I  should  think  there  was  little  or  no  difierence, 

3377.  ^^  y^u  conceive  that  there  would  be  much  difficulty  in  introducing 
the  use  of  one  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn  ? — It  depends  upon  what  that 
standard  is. 

3378.  Would  the  farmers  object  to  the  use  of  a  memorandum  containing  the 
particulars  of  the  bargain,  (especially  of  the  quantity  sold,)  and  the  actual 
weight  per  measure  ? — I  think  they  would  not  like  it ;  it  would  be  a  long  time 
before  they  would  get  into  it  for  the  small  contracts.  I  do  not  think  persons 
making  large  contracts  would  object  to  it.     I  think  it  would  be  very  proper. 

3379.  Are  you  aware  that  at  present  no  contract  can  be  legally  enforced 
without  a  memorandum  in  writing  r — Of  more  than  10  k  value. 

3380.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  practice  of  selling  avowedly  by  measure, 
with  a  description  of  weight  per  measure,  would  tend  to  make  the  farmers  more 
careful  in  cleaning  their  com  ? — I  think  it  would  ;  it  certainly  would  have  that 
tendency;  but  with  great  farmers  I  do  not  think  it  would  make  any  difference. 
It  might  stimulate  bad  ones  a  little. 

3381.  Have  you  heard  of  disputes  often  arising  from  the  bulk  not  corres- 
ponding with  the  sample  ? — Frequently. 

3382.  How  does  that  arise  ? — ^From  a  variety  of  causes  :  sometimes  if  it  is  not 
well  dressed ;  sometimes  there  will  be  smut  in  the  quantity  and  not  in  the  sam- 
ple ;  at  other  times  the  sample  will  not  be  so  dry ;  and  it  frequently  happens 
that  there  is  more  light  com  in  the  quantity  than  in  the  sample,  which  difficulty 
would  be  met  in  a  great  measure,  as  regards  the  light  corn,  by  having  it  men- 
tioned at  the  time  that  the  corn  would  weigh  so  much,  because  if  there  were 
more  light  com  in  the  quantity  the  same  measure  would  not  weigji  so  heavy. 
It  frequently  happens  that  a  sample  is  taken  from  the  barn^floor ;  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  difference  in  the  quality  of  wheat  in  one  field,  or  in  a  load,  or  even 
m  a  thrave.  Without  any  intention  of  fraud  they  may  by  possibility  get  a  sam- 
ple that  will  be  better  than  they  can  supply  the  Quantity  with. 

3383.  Then  do  not  you  conceive  that  if  that  form  of  contract  were  brought 
into  general  use,  that  is  to  say,  a  contract  expressing  the  weight  per  measure  of 
the  corn,  that  farmers  would  be  obliged  to  be  more  careful  in  cleaning  their  corn 
in  order  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  between  that  and  the  sample  which  they 
took  to  market  ? — As  I  before  stated,  it  would  have  that  tendency ;  but  I  think, 
unless  there  were  some  latitude  allowed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  sell  com  before 
it  was  dressed  and  weighed,  with  a  warrant  that  a  given  measure  should  weigh 
a  certain  weight. 

3384.  At  present  farmers  are  not  in  the  habit  of  threshing  and  cleaning  their 
corn  before  they  take  the  sample  to  market,  are  they  ? — Sometimes  they  do  and 
sometimes  they  do  not ;  but  I  think  it  more  frequently  happens  that  they  take 
the  sample  to  market  before  the  corn  is  dressed. 

3385.  Do  you  conceive  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  them  to  thresh  and 
clean  their  com  before  they  take  the  sample  to  market  ? — The  great  inconve- 
nience is,  that  they  would  have  to  wait  longer  before  they  could  offer  their  corn 
for  sale ;  and  that,  in  the  impoverished  state  of  the  farmers,  they  cannot  afford  to 
do.  For  instance,  if  a  farmer  finished  threshing  his  com  on  the  market-day,  he 
could  not  dress  it  till  the  day  after,  and  in  that  case  he  would  lose  a  week's  time 

in  the  sale  of  it.     Another  reason  is  this :  if  he  fancies  that  the  markets  are  « 

falling  he  wishes  to  take  his  corn  to  market  as  soon  as  he  can. 

3386.  What  do  you  think  would  be  a  fair  latitude  to  allow  in  contracts  of 
that  kind? — I  think  a  latitude  of  from  half  a  pound  to  a  pound  each  way;  but 
at  present  I  should  not  recommend  the  Legislature  to  make  it  compulsory  for 
corn  to  be  sold  by  measure,  with  a  specification  of  the  real  weight.  I  think  if 
it  were  merely  enacted  that  the  returns  should  be  ms^de  in  that  way,  it  would 
give  all  the  information  required. 

3387.  You  say  you  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  that  contracts  accord- 
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JtAu  tVetby  Esq.    ing  to  that  form  should  be  made  compulsory  ;  but  you  do  not  see  any  objection 
'  to  having  a  contract  made  in  that  form,  if  the  parties  were  agreeable  to  make 

3  July  1834.      it  ? — It  is  the  best  way  in  which  a  contract  could  be  made,  where  the  real 
weight  is  known. 

3388.  Then  supposing  contracts  were  to  be  made  according  to  that  form,  that 
is  to  say,  that  a  person  producing  a  sample  should  contract  that  the  bulk  from 
which  that  sample  was  produced  should  weigh  so  much  per  bushel,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  some  method  of  ascertaining  whether  the  contract  was  legally 
fulfilled  ;  and  the  former  question  was  put  simply  with  the  view  of  discovering 
what  in  your  opinion  would  be  a  fair  latitude  to  allow  between  the  contractiog 
parties,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  a  compulsory  mode  of  forming 
a  contract  ? — Now  I  understand  the  question.  I  think  a  latitude  of  half-a-pound 
each  way  is  the  most  that  under  any  circumstances  should  be  allowed.  Half-a- 
pound  per  bushel  would  be  4  lbs.  per  quarter,  and  taking  the  value  of  4  lbs. 
at  6  d.f  upon  a  sale  of  1,000  quarters  it  would  come  to  25  L,  or  100  quarters  50s. 
So  that  it  appears  to  me  almost  impossible  to  enforce  the  sale  by  measure  with 
the  actual  weight  of  the  com  agreed  upon  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  If  it  were 
practicable,  it  would  certainly  be  the  best  means  of  ascertaining  the  quality. 

3389.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  it  is  especially  for  the  interest  of  fanners 
to  be  well  informed  of  the  state  of  the  prices  ? — Certainly  it  is.  The  more  the 
returns  are  simplified,  the  more  it  will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  farmers,  par- 
ticularly the  lesser  farmers,  in  proportion  to  what  they  sell. 

3390.  For  that  purpose,  do  you  not  think  that  the*  quotations  should  be 
expressed  in  the  same  manner  everywhere  throughout  the  kingdom  ? — I  have 
always  considered  it  very  absurd  that  it  should  be  otherwise.  The  present 
mode  renders  very  little  information  to  those  who  most  require  it. 

3391.  Would  not  the  quotations  give  the  fullest  information,  if  the  quantity 
sold  was  expressed  in  measure ;  and  if  the  weight  per  measure,  and  the  price 
according  to  that  weight  per  measure,  were  also  expressed  ? — I  am  decidedly  rf 
opinion  they  would  give  more  information  in  that  way  than  in  any  other. 

3392.  Do  you  not  think  that  after  a  while,  farmers  would  come  to  have 
pretty  much  the  same  information  regarding  the  prices,  and  of  course  the  value 
of  the  com^  as  the  corn-factors  now  have,  if  that  system  were  adopted? — ^No ; 
they  never  would  have  the  same  information  corn-factors  have,  bebause  they 
would  not  take  in  the  circulars ;  the  circulars  are  more  to  be  depended  upon 
than  newspapers.  The  farmer  would  consider  that  he  would  be  ruined  if  he 
paid  the  postage  of  a  weekly  circular;  many  of  them  at  least. 

3393.  But  do  you  not  think  that  if  that  system  which  has  been  alluded  to  were 
to  be  adopted,  that  the  quotations  might  be  made  to  convey,  if  not  quite  as 
much,  at  any  rate  nearly  as  much  inrormation  as  is  now  conveyed  in  the  cir- 
culars ? — ^They  would  convey  more  information  than  is  now  conveyed  in  the 
circulars ;  but  though  the  information  that  would  be  conveyed  upon  that  plan 
would  be  conveyed  in  the  same  way  as  the  circulars,  the  accuracy  of  it  could 
be  much  more  depended  upon.  For  instance,  on  reference  to  a  London  paper, 
you  see  the  price  of  com  in  Mark-lane  on  a  Monday,  but  that  is  only  up  to 
one  or  two  o'clock ;  the  circulars  will  give  you  the  price  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  day. 

3394.  Are  ypu  aware  that  different  bushels  are  used  in  com  transactions?— 
Yes,  I  am  well  aware  of  that.  I  have  stated  in  a  former  part  of  my  examina- 
tion, that^they  vary  from  32  to  38  quarts,  and  in  one  or  two  instances,  40 
quarts. 

3395.  Which  do  you  prefer,  the  dmm  or  the  Imperial  bushel? — I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  I  understand  what  you  mean  by  the  dram  ;  do  you  mean  a  very 
4eep  bushel  in  the  shape  of  a  drum  ? 

3396.  Yes,  a  very  deep  bushel.  Are  you  acquainted  with  it? — ^Yes.  The 
0  «hape  of  the  bushel  is  very  material  indeed ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  pre- 
pared to  state  what  is  the  best  shape.  I  think  the  old  Winchester  bushel  is  too 
wide,  and  I  think  the  drum  bushel  is  too  deep  ;  I  do  not  mean  by  that  to  say 
we  should  have  a  less  bushel.  A  man  takes  hold  of  a  bushel  with  each  hand, 
and  one  sized  bushel  is  more  convenient  for  one  man  than  another  is  for 
ai^other ;  much  depends  on  the  length  of  the  arm,  for  he  has  to  turn  that 
bushel  into  the  length  of  his  arm,  to  pour  it  into  the  sack.  So  that  the  size 
of  the  bushel  should  be  considered  according  to  the  average  length  of  men's 
arms. 
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3397.  Yoa  are  aware  that  there  is  an  actual  difference  in  the  contents  of  a    JJtn  WAh^  Esq. 
<lrum  bushel  of  com  and  an  Imperial  bushel  of  corn  ;  and  that  although  they  ■ 
are  precisely  of  the  same  capacity  as  regards  ^ater,  yet  that  they  will  not  hold       3  July  1834. 
equal  quantities  of  com  ? — Yes,  I  am. 

3398.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ? — I  consider  it  quite  impossible  that 
com  can  be  put  up  without  some  shaking  of  the  bushel,  and  the  wider  the 
bushel  is,  the  more  the  corn  will  sink,  and  the  more  danger  there  is  of 
the  strickles  being  improperly  stiuck  over  the  surface. 

3399.  Do  not  you  think  that  one  particular  shape  and  size  of  measure  for 
corn  should  be  prescribed,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  that  difference  ? — I  believe 
that  is  the  law  at  present :  it  is  with  the  Winchester  bushel,  and  if  it  is  not,  it 
should  be  with  the  Imperial.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  the  Winchester 
bushel  is  18  inches  wide  and  8  i  or  8  J  deep. 

3400.  You  are  not  acquainted  with  any  other  bushel  besides  the  drum  and 
the  Impenal  being  used  in  corn  ?— Yes:  I  know  a  great  many  maltsters  who 
now  use  the  Winchester,  and  I  believe  many  other  persons  besides  maltsters. 
There  is  a  great  diflerence  in  the  mode  of  filling  the  bushel :  it  is  the .  practice 
with  farmers  generally  to  fill  it  at  twice.  The  maltsters  have  a  whisket  or 
a  sieve  suflBciently  large  to  fill  it  at  once,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  makes  from 
a  pint  to  a  quart  difference  in  the  measure. 

3401.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  customary  for  farmers  when  they  pay 
their  threshers,  to  have  the  com  measured  through  a  sieve? — I  think  there  are 
ver^  few  farmers,  excepting  the  lesser  farmers,  who  pay  threshers ;  they  have 
their  com  generally  threshed  by  a  machine ;  but  when  it  is  threshed  by  the 
bargain  (the  spring  com  at  least),  they  generally  pay  the  threshers  by  the  same 
measure  as  that  by  which  they  sell  it,  and  the  wheat  by  the  Winchester,  the 
Imperial  or  the  36  or  38,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  neighbourhood 
The  bargain  is  made  accordingly,  and  the  mode  of  filling  the  bushd  is,  as  I  be- 
fore stated,  by  gathering  the  com  with  both  hands  into  a  sieve,  and  pouring 
it  in  twice,  when  they  measure  it  with  a  bushel,  and  once  when  they  measure 
it  with  a  half  bushel. 

3402.  That  whisket  that  you  have  mentioned,  is  not  a  thing  that  will  let 
the  com  pass  through  it? — It  is  only  a  kind  of  sieve ;  it  would  let  small  seeds 
through  it ;  but  it  is  not  done  with  that  view.  Some  use  a  sieve  and  others 
a  whisket :  various  things  are  used  for  the  same  purpose.  I  am  now  speaking 
of  corn  being  put  up  from  the  fan  and  not  from  the  bulk.  With  regard  to 
corn  put  up  from  the  bulk,  the  measure  is  forced  into  the  bulk,  and  with  both 
arms  they  scrape  the  com  into  the  measure ;  but  there  are  a  ^at  many  farm- 
ers that  have  not  a  bushel  measure  about  their  premises ;  they  have  nothing 
but  half  bushels. 

3403.  Is  it  usual  for  farmers  to  have  weights  and  scales?— I  think  they 
have ;  in  almost  all  cases  they  have ;  more  so  than  they  used  to  have. 

3404.  When  com  has  been  winnowed,  it  is  generally  put  loose  into  the  gra- 
nary in  bulk,  is  it  not  ? — No,  it  is  generally  measured  into  the  sack.  » 

34^5.  And  so  put  into  the  granary  ? — Yes  j  I  am  speaking  of  the  practice  in   • 
the  midland  counties ;  I  really  am  not  able  to  judge  of  the  practice  in  the  great 
corn  districts. 

3406.  Then  when  the  corn  is  put  into  the  granary,  the  farmer  is  pretty  well 
aware  of  what  quantity  of  corn  he  has.  in  his  sacks  ?~Of  course  be  is.  He 
notices  that  to  pay  the  thresher,  and  for  his  own  security  to  know  what  is  shot 
down  the  granary,  so  that  he  may  know  what  he  has  to  sell  when  he  is  disposed 
to  take  it  to  market ;  and  he  can  tell  whether  he  has  been  robbed  by  putting  it 
down.  -  » 

3407.  When  the  com  is  put  into  the  granary,  the  farmer  is  pretty  well  aware 
of  what  quantity  is  contained  in  the  sacks,  because  you  say  that  he  has 
measured  it  to  put  it  into  the  sacks  ? — Yes. 

3408.  Millers  almost  invariably  buy  by  weight,  do  they  not  ? — ^They  do  not 
like  buying  in  any  other  way  in  our  market ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  ever  do 
buy  in  any  other  way. 

3409.  If  the  farmer  has  measured  his  com  before  he  takes  it  to  the  miller, 
and  the  miller  weighs  it  when  it  comes  to  the  mill,  corn  that  is  sold  to  millers 
is,  in  point  of  fact,  generally  measured  and  weighed  too? — ^Yes,  measured  by  the 
farmer  and  weighed  by  the  miller ;  sometimes  weighed  by  both  farmer  and  miller. 

^410.  In  what  cases  do  the  millers  measure  the  com  and  weigh  it  too  ? — I 
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John  fVeb^  Eiq.    do  Dot  think  that  millers  measure  wheat  when  they  pm-chase  it  by  weight,  as  is 

generally  the  case. 

3  July  1834.  241 1.  Then  if  that  be  the  case  tnat  com,  in  point  of  fact,  before  it  is  ground 

is  almost  invariably  both  measured  and  weighed,  what  objection  can  there  be 
to  having  it  prescribed  by  law  that  the  quotations  should  express  both  the  mea- 
sure and  the  weight  ? — As  I  before  stated,  it  would  prevent  com  being  offered  for 
sale  in  the  market  before  it  was  dressed  and  weighed.  The  retums  would  be 
made  on  the  estimated  weight ;  it  being  sold  before  the  real  weight  was  known 
the  returns  could  only  be  made  on  the  estimated  weight. 

3412.  But  need  the  returns  be  made  before  the  bargain  is  completed  ?~ 
The  positive  weight  would  not  be  known  until  after  the  delivery. 

3413.  Need  the  retums  be  made  before  the  corn  is  delivered?— I  think 
the  practice  is  to  make  the  returns  of  the  sales. 

3414.  Then  is  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  it  is  the  result  of  your  opi- 
nion that  measure  should  be  made  the  uniform  standard  of  quantity,  that  in  the 
retums  the  weight  per  measure  should  also  be  expressed,  and  if  contracts 
are  used,  the  same  particulars  should  be  expressed  therein  ? — I  do  not  con- 
sider that  I  am  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  mode  in  which  the  retums  are 
made,  to  give  a  direct  answer  to  that  question ;  but  if  it  is  found  practicable, 
I  think  no  plan  would  give  near  so  much  information  as  that  would  give. 

3415.  Have  you  any  other  remarks  to  make  ? — Supposing  a  standard  of  fixed 
weights  were  prescribed  by  law,  I  have  put  down  on  paper  what  I  think  would 
be  the  proper  weights,  namely,  wheat  60  lbs.,  barley  49  lbs.,  oats  4S  lbs.,  beans^ 
63  lbs.  imperial  bushel. 

34i6#  Do  not  you  conceive  that  if  a  system  of  fi](ed  weight  were  prescribed 
by  law,  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  adjusting  all  contracts  which  have 
been  made  according  to  measure,  for  instance,  corn  rents,  bishops'  leases  and 
coUejze  leases  ? — I  should  think  the  difference  would  be  so  trifling,  that  it  would 
be  of  very  little  importance.  The  liability  to  false  returns,  and  the  influence 
of  markets  and  all  those  things,  would,  I  think,  more  than  counteract  that 
tenfold.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  rents  are  flxed  by  the  retums  made  of 
the  price  of  com  at  a  certain  market  on  a  particular  day,  which  I  think  is  a 
very  improper  way  of  fixing  rents;  indeed,  I  think  it  is  the  system  of  all  others 
that  ought  to  have  every  difficulty  thrown  in  the  way  of  it ;  I  think  ita  veiy 
bad  system  of  fixing  rents. 

3417.  Why  do  you  think  so? — Because  com  is  generally  raised  in  price  by 
a  bad  harvest  In  some  harvests,  a  man  can  better  aflford  to  sell  his  com  at 
7  s.  than  he  can  in  others  at  9^. 


# 


Veneris^  4*  die  Jutiij  1834. 


THE  HONOl[RABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Mr.  Luke  Reynolds  Bartrum,  called  ig ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  3418.  WHERE  do  you  reside?— 44,  Hunter-street,  Branswick-square. 

Luke  R.  Bartrum.       3419.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Clerk  of  the  Cocket-office. 

J — ^^  3420.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  office  ?— The  Cocket-office  is  an  office  where- 

4  July  1834.  jy^g  are  collected  upon  vessels  entering  the  port  of  London,  eastward  of  London- 
bridge,  laden  with  corn,  grain  or  seeds,  fruit,  butter,  cheese,  cured  fish,  eggs  and 
salt ;  for  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  corporation  of  London. 

3421 .  Will  you  state  what  is  the  amoAit  of  the  dues  ? — Here  is  a  Paper  showing, 
the  amount  of  the  dues  payable  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  corporation  of  London. 

[The  same  was  handed  in^  and  is  as  follows ;] 

A  Retubh 
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Lord  Blajor's  Does. 


Foreign  corn  or  seed,  of  any  description^ 

5ar8.  and  under  50qr8. 
Foreign  com  or  seed,  of  any  deecriptiony 

50  qrs.  and  under  100  qrs. 
Poreign  corn  or  seed,  of  any  description, 

looqrs.  and  above. 
Wheat,  malt,  maize  or  brank,  brought 

coastwise,  5  qrs.  and  above. 
Barley,  oats,  beans,  peas,  tares,  rye  and 

seeds  (except  mustard  anVclover  seed) 

brought  coastwise,  5  qrs.  and  above. 
Mustard  and  clover  seed,  brought  coast* 

wise,  5  qrs.  and  above. 
TVheat,  malt,  maize  or  brank,  in  vessels 

from  the  Cinque  Ports,  5  qrs.  and  above. 
Barley,  oats,  beans,  pea%  tares,  rye  and 

seeds,  in  vessels  from  the  Cinque  Ports, 

5  qrs.  and  above. 


each  consignment  1 «.  3  d. 
each  consignment  2  s.  ^d, 
each  consignment  41. 

-  -  each  vessel  8  </.,  and 
for  each  sort  6  d. 

-  -  each  vessel  8  d^  and 
for  each  sort  6  d, 

-  -  each  vessel  8  d,  and 
for  each  sort  9s.6d. 

-  -  each  vessel  8  d.f  and 
for  each  sort  6  d. 

-  -  each  vessel  8  d,,  and 
for  each  sort  6  d. 


City's  Farthing 
and  Groundage  Aoconnt. 


-  -  ^.  per  qr.,  and  ground- 
age  of  each  vessel  6  d, 

•  -  ^d.  per  qr.,  and  ground- 
age  of  each  vessel  6d. 

-  •  Id.  per  qr.,  and  ground- 
age  of  each  vessel  6  d. 


City's  Cock| 


each  sort  i  s. 
each  sort  1  $. 
each  sort  1 «. 

each  sort  1  s. 
each  sort  1  s. 


each  sort  1  $. 


Mr.  Benjamin  Whmnell  Scatty  called  in ;  and  Exanoined. 

3422.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — I  reside  at  Clapton.       ^ 

3423.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Principal  Clerk  to  the  Chamberlain  of  London. 

3424.  Can  you  speak  to  the  amount  of  dues  receivec^  by  the  Lord  Mayor  during 
the  last  five  years  ? — I  have  prepared  an  Account  of  the  dues  payable  to  the  -corpo- 
ration for  the  last  five  yeafs,  consisting,  first,  of  a  duty  of  one  halfpenny  per  Win- 
chester quarter  on  the  measurage  of  British  corn  imported  into  the  port  of  London, 
and  three  farthings  per  Winchester  quarter  on  foreign  corn  imported  into  the  port 
of  London ;  which  Account,  witti  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  I  will  hand  in. 

[Tfie  same  zvas  handed  in^  and  is  asfolloxvs :] 

A  Statement  of  the  produce  of  the  Metage  of  Com  imported  into  the  port  of  London 
in  the  last  Five  Years,  ending  the  31st  December  1833. 


In  the  year 

1829 

Ditto 

1830 

Ditto 

1831 

Dittb 

183a 

Ditto 

1833 

£. 

12,494 

10,428 

10,920 

8,189 

6,766 


s. 
2 

3 
11 

3 


d. 
6« 
M 
6i 

9i 

8« 


Average    -    -    £.  9,759  M  n 


3425.  Is  this  the  net  produce  P-^There  are  expenses  in  the  collection  of  that 

3426.  Which  are  deducted? — Which  are  not  deducted;  that  is  the  gross 
produce. 

3427.  Will  YOU  state  what  the  expenses  are  that  have  been  deducted  ? — The 
expenses,  whicb  consist  of  salaries  to  the  clerk  of  the  corn-meters  in  trust,  other 
officers,  and  expenses  of  repairs  of  measures,  are  from  850/.  to  900/.  a  year.  Here 
<is  a  statement  of  the  expenses  for  the  la»t  five  years. 

[7%e  same  was  handed  in^  and  is  as  follows :] 

A  Statement  of  the  Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Corn-meters  in  trust,  foffhe  last 

Five  Years* 

£•      ^      d 
-     •    1,041     8     8  J 
776     7     8 

795  19    -i 
907    €    9i 

774  13    5 


For  the  year  1829 
Ditto  1830 
Ditto  1831 
Ditto  1832 

Ditto  1833 


Average    -    -    £.  859    3     1 


o.Z^. 


L  L  2 


Cocket-office 
Clerk. 


•  -  each  con- 
signment \d. 
ditto     4  d. 

ditto     6  (f. 


-  -  each  ves- 
sel      -     1  rf. 
ditto      1  d. 


Mr.  B.  W.  Scott. 


4  July  1834. 
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Mr.  B.W.Scott.  The  corporation  are  also  entitled  to  a  duty  of  one  farthing  per  quarter  on  all 

'  com  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  and  6d.  per  ship  groundage.     This  duty  is 

4  July  1834.  only  chargeable  on  corn  imported  by  non-freemen  factors.     A  large  proportion  is 

^  afterwards  returned  for  such  corn  as  is  imported  by  freemen. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  a  Statement ^  which  is  asfoUaws :] 

A  Statement  of  the  Water  Bailliage  of  Com,  and  Groundage  of  Vessels  containing 
Corn,  brought  into  the  port  of  London  in  the  last  Five  Years,  ending  the 
31st  December  1833. 

£.      s.      d. 
In  the  year  1829  ....        1,711  13     8  J 

Ditto  1830         ....        1,508  18  10 

Ditto  1831  -  -  -  .  i,fl|^  3  9i 
Ditto  1832  .  -  -  .  2,399  JO  4 1 
Ditto         1833         -        -        -        .        2,211  17    3} 


Average    -    -    £.  1,923    4  10  i 


3428.  What  are  the  board  of  com-meters? — A  certain  number  of  .persons 
appointed  by  the  corporation. 

.3429.  Are  there  not  100  corn-meters? — ^The  board  of  com-meters  consist  of 
10  principal  corn-meters  in  trust  for  the  corporation  of  London,  who  superintend 
and  regulate  the  \^o\e  of  the  measurage  of  corn. 

3430.  Can  you  explain  what  water-bailliage  is,  and  groundage.^ — ^The  water- 
bailliage  is  the  farthing  ptr  quarter  which  I  have  just  referred  to ;  the  «*oundage  is 
6d.  per  ship  on  every  vessel  containing  com  that  comes  to  the  port  of  London. 

3431.  Which  is  also  paid  to  the  corporation? — Which  is  also  paid  to  the 
corporation. 

3432.  And  all  these  expenses  have  been  deducted  from  the  gross  produce  that 
you  have  given  of  metage  ? — The  account  of  expenses  of  the  metage,  amounting  to 
859  ^  3  ^-  id.  per  annum,  are  to  be  deducted ;  also  the  expense  of  the  collection 
of  the  groundage  and  water-bailliage,  amounting  to  about  1 20  /•  a  year. 

3433.  And  all  this  has  been  deducted  from  the  gross  produce? — From  the  gross 
produce. 

3434.  You  do  not  know  what  the  net  produce  is? — I  have  not  made  the  calcu- 
lation, but  as  the  two  averages  are  there  it  may  easily  be  seeo. 

Mr.  John  Hurcomb,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

JAv.JohnHurcomh.      3435*  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — My  residence  is  at  Camberwell ;  my  office  is 
'  at  Tower-street. 

3436.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Clerk  of  th^ora-meters'  office. 

3437.  Will  you  state  in  what  manner  the  meters  are  appointed  by  the  board? 
— Do  the  Committee  mean  in  going  to  work,  or  their  original  appointment  ? 

3438.'  Their  original  appointment? — The||are  elected  by  ballot,  by  the  coal 
and  com  committee. 

3439.  How  many  meters  are  there  in  the  city  of  London  ?^ — Corn-meters  130 
(working-meters),  and  22  others  who  do  not  work  at  measurins  com,  but  attend  at 
the  office,  and  keep  various  accounts.  That  is  mdependent  of  the  board  of  prin- 
cipal com-meters. 

3440.  What  has  the  board  of  meters*  to  do  with  the  working-meters  ? — To 
regulate  the  office  in  general ;  and  any  complaints  that  might  be  made  against  a 
meter  Jmr  misconduct,  or  otherwise,  is  brought  before  them. 

344W  Do  they  appoint  the  corn-meters? — No,  not  the  board. 

3442.  By  whom  are  they  appointed  ? — By  the  coal  and  corn  committee. 

3443.  Will  you  explain  what  is  the  constitution  of  that  coal  and  com  com- 
inittee  ? — It  is  considered  the  committee  of  control  over  the  two  boards,  the  board 
of  coal- meters  and  the  board  of  corn-meters. 

3444.  How  are  they  appointed? — ^They  are  appobted,  I  bdieve,  by  the 
Common  Council. 

3445.  What  class  of  persons  are  usually  appointed  to  the  office  of  meter  ? — 
Working-meter? 

3446.  Yes  ? — Very  respectable  men* 

3447.  Are  they  obliged  to  give  any  security  ? — No. 

3448.  They 
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3448.  Tbey  are  all  sworo,  are  they  not  ? — ^They  are.         •  Mr.  John  HwcomL 

3449.  Both  the  coal  and  corn  meters  too? — The  City  have  no  coDtrool  over  the       — 

coal  management  now;  wheo  they  had^  it  was  precisely  the  same  as  the  corn-       4  July  1834. 
meters. 

3450.  Now  will  you  state  how  the  working-meters  are  appointed  to  do  duty  ? 
— ^The  application  is  made  by  the  corn-factors  or  their  servants  at  Uie  office,  and 
the  meters  take  the  work  by  seniority.  The  elder  meters  take  the  cb<Mce  of  the 
work,  according  to  the  quantity  to  be  measured  they  either  take  or  refose  it ;  but 
it  is  compulsory  on  the  junior  meter  in  attendance  to  take  it,  however  sixmll  the  job 
may  be* 

3451.  How  many  junior  meters  are  there? — All  in  one  class  are  called  junior 
meters  ;  those  last  elected  are  the  youngest  in  the  office. 

3452.  But  how  many  would  be  considered  junior  and  bow  many  senior  ? — If 
the  senior  or  the  eldest  meter  is  in  the  office,  all  the  others  would  be  considered  as 
junior^.  The  man  who  has  been  longest  a  metar  has  that  privilege ;  the  ddest 
man  in  the  office.  The  junior  meter  is  compelled  to  take  it,  if  all  the  others 
refuse.  , 

3453.  Then  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  opposition  in  a  meter's  taking  or  refusii^ 
work  that  is  offered  to  them?— Certainly ;  that  is,  the  elder  ones,  if  it  is  a  smalt* 
quantity  of  com,  would  rather  wait  at  the  office,  and  see  if  a  larger  quantity 
offered. 

3454*  How  are  the  meters  piud  ? — ^Tbey  are  paid  by  the  18  elder  meters  at 
Tower-street  office,  and  by  four  elder  meters  at  Brooks'-wharf  office.  In  addition 
to  the  130  working-meters,  we  have  18  who  do  not  work  as  meters  at  all,  but  con- 
tinue to  attend  at  the  office  in  Tower-street  The  four  elder  meters  at  Brooks'- 
wharf  in  some  cases  go  to  work,  but  not  always ;  this  is,  if  incompetent  from  age 
or  infirmity^  another  meter  is  allowed  to  work  for  him,  and  who  allows  him  part  of 
the  earnings.  .  • 

3455.  You  have  already  referred  to  them  as  part  of  the  130  r — No ;  we  have 
130  working-men,  but  the  18  seniors  are  not  working-men;  they  are  deputy- 
meters. 

3456.  Are  they  persons  who  have  passed  through  the  office  of  wtoking-meters  ? 
— Passed  through  the  office  of  working-meters. 

3457.  At  what  rate  do  they  pay  the  working-meters? — The  working-meters 
are  entitled  to  lod.  per  last  of  10  quarters,  on  beans,  peas»  tares,  and  heavy 

seeds  ;  and  on  barley,  malt,  oats,  rye,  light  seeds,  wheat  and  buck-wheat,  8  «f.  per  * , 

1  o  quarters  Winchester. 

3458.  From  whence  do  the  18  meters  derive  the  funds  to  pay  the  working- 
meters  ? — by  collecting  it  of  the  factors  and  of  the  buyers. 

3459.  Have  the  1 8  meters  any  control  over  the  working-meters  ? — None ;  only 
they  have  the  control  of  sending  them  to  work. 

3460.  Merely  appointing  them  to  their  da/s-work  ? — Yes ;  to  compel  them 
to  go. 

3461.  What  control  has  the  board  of  meters  over  the  working-meters? — ^That 
of  suspending  them  from  labour  for  any  misconduct,  or  punishing  them  in  any  way 
they  may  think  necessary,  except  that  of  dismissal. 

3462.  In  case  of  any  gross  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  workiog-nieters,  upon 
whom  would  devolve  the  task  of  dismissing? — ^The  corn  and  coal  committee,  not 
the  board  of  com-m^ers.  The  board  of  corn-meters  would  investigate  the  case, 
and,  if  tbey  see  it  requisite  fD  dismiss  a  man,  they  report  him,  with  a  request  that 
he  may  be  dismbsed, 

3463.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  define  how  far  the  authority  of  the  board  of 
meters,  and  how  for  the  authority  of  the  coal  and  corn  committee,  affects  the 
working-meters? — ^Tbe  coal  and  corn  committee  have  the  appointment  of  the 
meters.  I  do  not  consider  they  have  any  contrd  after  that,  move  than  that  of 
dismissing  at  the  request  of  the  board  of  corn-meters  in  trust  I  should  perhaps 
inform  this  Committee,  that  the  board  are  sworn  precisely  the  same  as  the  working 
meters.  « 

3464.  Thtf  ten?— The  ten  are  sworn;  they  take  the  same  oath  as  tbe  working 
meters. 

3465.  Under  what  authority  ai^e  they  sworn  ? — They  are  sworn  in  the  Lord 
Mayor's  court.  • 

3466:  The  Board  of  ten  are  appointed  by  the  Common  Council? — ^Yes,  by  the 

Common  Council.  * 

0.36.  LL3  3467.  Are 


zedbyCoOgle 


Digitized  by 


262  MINUTES  OF  BVIDENCE  T^KEN  BEFORE 

Mr.JoknHurcomb.      34^7 •  Are  those  ten  appointed  from  persons  who  have  passed  the  office  of 

* working-meters  ? — ^No,  they  never  have  been  working-meters ;  they  are  membm 

4  July  i834«  of  the  Common  Council,  and  have  been  members  of  the  coal  and  com  committee 
also ;  at  the  expiration  of  their  four  years  they  are  appointed  to  the  office  of  com- 
meter  in  trust* 

3468.  Cases  of  misconduct  on  tlie  part  of  the  meters  have  been  very  rare,  have 
they  not? — Very  rare  indeed. 

3469.  Have  they  ever  occurred  ? — ^They  have  occurred  certainly ;  I  only  know 
of  two  instances  of  men  being  dismissed  for  gross  misconduct,  that  of  an  attempt  at 
fraud.  I  can  trace  our  minute-books  back  for  more  than  100  years,  and  find 
only  two  instances  of  men  being  dismissed  for  an  attempt  at  fraud  in  the  delivery 
of  corn, 

3470.  When  was  the  last  case  ? — The  two  cases  occurred  together,  I  should 
think  about  1 5  years  back* 

347 1 .  Of  what  nature  were  those  cases? — ^The  two  meters,  I  believe,  in  connectioo 
witUthe  captain  or  lighterman,  or  some  other  person ;  I  cannot  give  the  exact  parti- 
culars of  it,  but  they  had  given  away  a  small  quantity  of  corn,  gnd  were  detected  in 
it  by  the  fellowship-porters  who  were  with  them,  and  who  came  forward  and  made 

'  oath  of  the  facts,  and  the  men  were  instantly  disno^sed  the  appointment. 

3472.  Have  minor  cases  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  *the  meters  frequently 
occurred  within  your  knowledge  ? — Not  frequently,  by  any  means. 

3473.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  attempt  at  fraud  having  been  discovered  ? — But 
the  two  cases  I  have  named  before,  in  the  delivery  of  com. 

3474.  Those  are  the  only  two  ? — Yes. 

3475.  Do  cases  of  drunkenness  often  occur  ? — Not  often.  If  they  occur,  it  b 
not  known  at  the  office ;  I  am  not  aware  that  it  occurs. 

3476.  What  penalty  would  be  attached  to  that  species  of  offence? — ^A  very 
•         serious  penalty ;  upon  parties  complaining  to  the  board  of  corn-meters  in  trust,  they 

would  suspend  them,  or  even  recommend  their  dismissal,  for  drunkenness. 

3477.  Do  you  conceive  that  in  case  the  L.egislature  should  require  that  a  portion 
of  every  cargo  of  corn,  sufficient  to  determine  its  quality,  should  be  weighed,  that 
the  city  of  Ldhdon  would  have  any  objections  to  urge  against  such  a  proceeding?— 
I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

3478.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  customary  for  the  principal  com-mercbaots 
to  take  an  account  of  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  com  that  they  buy  ? — I  am 
not  aware  of  that 

3479.  You  never  heard  any  coipplaints  made  oq  the  part  of  the  importers  of 
corn,  on  account  of  unnecessary  charges  being  made  by  the  city  of  London  ?— 
I  have  not. 

3480.  Supposing  a  buyer  of  com  did  not  require  to  have  the  com  measured,  do 
you  conceive  the  city  of  Loiijrion  would  have  any  objection  to  its  being  exempted 
from  metage  ? — ^The  city  of  Iwondon  claim  their  right  to  do  it  by  ancient  privilege, 
and  their  fees  also. 

3481.  Their  fees  being  upon  the  metage,  the  question  is;  whether  the  city  of 
London  would  have  any  objection  to  exempt  corn  from  being  meted,  supposing 
a  case  should  arise  that  a  buyer  did  not  require  to  have  the  corn  measured?— 
I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

3482.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  dues  are  taken  upon  the  metage  of  com  or 
upon  the  importation  of  corn  into  the  port  of  London? — It  is  a  due  upon 
importation,  ascertained  by  metage.  * 

3483.  In  case  a  person,  instead  of  having  ^is  corn  measured,  chose  to  have  it 
weighed,  and  that  the  dues  of  the  city  of  London  could  be  secured  upon  the 
weight  as  well  as  upon  the  measure,  would  there  be  any  objection  on  their  part  to 
allow  that  to  be  so  ? — I  should  apprehend  none.  The  object  of  the  cora-meters* 
office  is  tliat  of  giving  satisfaction  between  buyer  and  seller  as  to  the  quantity. 
Till  a  few  years  since  the  city  dues  on  coals  were  received  by  measure,  but  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  the  due  from  measure  has  been  changed  into  a  due  by  weight. 

^  3484-  W^ell,  now  with  regard  to  the  practice ;  are  you  aware  that  com  is  uni- 

versally weighed  in  Ireland  ?— I  have  heard  so.  * 

3485.  And  at  Liverpool  and  at  Glasgow :  will  you  state  what  reasons  there  are 
why  the  same  practice  should  no(  be  extended  to  the  port  of  London? — I  am  not 
awarA>f  any  reason  why  it  should  not.  The  present  mode  gives  universal  sat^ 
faction. 
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Mr.  William  Ruston,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

3486.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — 20,  Harp-lane,  Tower-streot. 

3487.  What  is  your  occupation? — Why  my  title  is  shifter,  but  that  is  an  obso- 
lete term,  and  therefore  perhaps  I  had  better  say,  paymaster  and  collector  of  the 
City's  charges  on  com.  I  pay  and  receive  the  city  charges,  including  the  fellowship- 
porters  ;  they  are  the  corporation  servants,  and  meters  are  the  corporation  servants. 

3488.  Will  you  explain  what  are  the  fellowship-porters,  by  whom  they  are  ap- 
pointed, for  how  long,  and  what  duty  is  required  of  them  r — ^^fhey  are  appointed  by 
the  alderman  of  Billingsgate- ward,  by  virtue  of  his  right  as  governor  of  the  fellow- 
ship; they  are  appointed  during  good  behaviour,  and  their  duties  are  to  strike  the 
bushel,  fill  the  sack,  hoist  it  out  of  the  hold,  tie  it,  and  put  it  over  the  ship's  side 
into  the  barge.  % 

3489.  How  many  fellowship-porters  are  there  ? — About  3,000  ;  sometimes  a 
few  more,  sometimes  a  few  less ;  they  are  not  always  employed,  but  1,500  are  upon 
an  average  employed. 

3490.  How  are  they  paid  ? — Does  the  Committee  mean  the  rate  of  wages? 

3491.  Yes,  the  rate  of  wages? — The  rate  of  wages  varies  according  to  the  size 
of  the  ship,  oY  from  whence  it  comes ;  their  average  rate  of  wages  is  2  i  d.  per 
quarter. 

3492.  Of  wheat,  or  of  all  kinds  of  grain  ? — Of  all  kinds  of  grain.  They  are  paid 
individually  as  soon  as  the  work  is  done,  and  the  amounl  is  carried  to  the  debit 
of  the  merchants  until  the  ship  is  cleared,  and  once  a  month  the  merchant  repays 
the  money. 

3493*  Which  merchant;  the  importer? — The  importer  or  the  buyer,  as  the 
case  may  be,  according  to  certain  customs  that  exist,  which  in  some  cases  attach 
a  large  portion  of  the  charge  on  the  buyer,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  on  the 
seller.  The  trade  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  custom ;  every  man  knows  what  he 
has  got  to  pay. 

3494.  Just  explain  what  are  the  customs  to  which  you  have  alluded  ? — Perhaps 
the  Committee  will  allow  me  to  hand  in  a  Table,  which  shows  the  rates,  and  who 
they  are  attachable  to. 


Mr.  fTm.  Rustan. 
4  July  1834. 


[The  same  was  handed  in  and  is  asjbttows.] 

A  TABLE  of  MiTAOE,  &c.  by  the  Winchkstbr  Mbai u&s»  with  the  additional  for  Inpsrial 

at  foot  of  each  Scale. 

On  CoRV  and  Seed,  ^  Ship,  from  any  Foreign  Port. 


Wheat,  Barlej,  Rye, 
orBrank. 

Beani,  Peas,  Tares, 

Linseed,  and  aU 
other  heaTj  Seeds. 

Oats.  Malt,  and 
Light  Seeds. 

Wheat,  Rye,  Brank, 

Linseed,  and  eiher 

Seeds,  if  sold. 

Metage*     -       -        -  Qr. 
Holdage       -        -        -  Qr. 
laatage        •        •        .  Last 
Does*        ...  Last 
KUage        ...  Last 
Porterage    -        -        -  Qr. 

f 

1 

a 
8 
3 

t.      d. 

-  7J 

-  5 

-  1 

-  s 

-  8, 
2    6 

1 

4 
1 
a 

10 
3 

• 

t.  J. 

'    7» 

-  5 

-  1 

-  « 

-  10 
3    6 

1 

a 
8 

i.     d. 

-  7i 

-  6 

-  1 
«    a 

-  8 
a    1 

a 
1 

M.       d. 

-  7i 

-  5 
*    1 

-  a 

-  10 

1 
Imperial    •    •    - 

t'\ 

1'} 

4    -J 

!ij 

Total  per  L 

Mi     - 

4    6i 

4    8* 

4    li 

s    a 

*  It  must  be  observed,  wherever  the  charge  of  metage  or  dues  exist  in  this  Table,  that  they  are  no 
part  of  the  pay  for  labour.  The  metage  goes  to  the  corporation ;  and  dues  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Com  Exchange,  as  a  rent  for  the  use  of  a  stand,  and  for  the  support  of  the  market. 
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On  Cork  and  Seeds,  ex  Ship,  from  Essex  and  Kent,  (only). 


Wheat,  Rye,  Braok» 
and  Barley. 

Beans,  Peas,  Tares, 
and  heavy  Seeds. 

Light  Seedi. 

On  all  Com  ud 

Se«l,ifioU.en»t 

BulejuidlUt. 

Metage 
Dues  - 
Fillage 
Porterage 

•        •        -Qr.           i 
-  Last       2 
.  Last       8 

.        .        .  Qr.         3 

Imperial    -    -    - 
Total  per  Last     - 

«.     d. 

-  5 

-  2 

-  8 
2    6 

10  ■ 
3 

*.    d. 

-  5 

-  s 

-  10 
3    6 

8 

8 

t.    d. 

-  5 

-  a 

-  8 
3     1 

1 

i  -     - 

1 

t.  <L 

-  5 

-  1 

-10 

3    9 
-      4 

3  " 

'3    4 

-       J 

»   5 

3     9i 

3  "J 

• 

3    4i 

'   i\ 

On  Cork  and  Seed,  ex  Craft,  not  having  been  Metered  before. 


Wheat,  Rje, 

Beuu,  Peat,  Tare*, 

Oati,lIalt,aBa 

OnWkest,Rje, 

Brsok.LiiMedJ 

Bwl«7  and  BruUi. 

and  heavy  Seedi. 

Ut^tScMi*. 

•old,eicept 
Barky  mdMilL 

*.    d. 

«.    d. 

*.  d. 

1.  i 

Metage 

-        .        -  Qr. 

i 

-    5 

i 

-    5 

i 

-    6 

-  5 

Dues    • 

.        .        •  Lui 

3 

-    a 

3 

-    a 

a 

-    a 

ft 

-    8 

Fillage 

-  Last 

8 

^    8 

10 

-   lO 

8 

-    8 

- 

-    - 

Porterage 

-        -        -  Qr. 

3 

a    6 

3 

3    6 

3j 

3    1 

1 

.  10 

3    9 

3  " 

3    4 

1  5 

Imperial    -    -    - 

-     i 

-     - 

-     i 

-       - 

-       i 

-      - 

-     J 

Total  per  L 

1st     • 

3    9i 

3  "J 

3    4i 

1   5i 

On  Corn  and  Seed,  ex  Ship,  from  any  part  of  the  United  Sangdom,  (Essex  and  Kent  exoeptai) 


Metage 

Holdage 

Lastage 

Dues    - 

Fillage 

Porterage 


Qr, 

Qr. 

Last 

Last 

Last 

Qr. 


Wheat,  Barley, 
Rye  or  Brank. 


1 
2 

8 
3 


Imperial    -    - 
Total  per  Last 


i.  d. 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 
^  2 

-  8 
2  6 


4    3 


4    3i 


Beaps,  Peas,  Tares, 

Linseed,  and  all 

other  heavy  Seeds. 


1 

2 

10 

3 


«•  d, 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 

-  2 

-  10 
2  6 


4    5 


4    5i 


Oats,  BUlt,  and 
licht  Seeds. 


i 

i 
1 
2 

8 


*.  d. 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 

-  2 

-  8 
2  1 


3  10 


3  loj 


Wbett,Rye,ftnk. 

Linseed,  ind  odw 

Seedi,ifiold. 


i.i 

-  5 

-  5 

-  1 

-  9 

-  10 

1  11 

-  } 


On  Cork  and  Seed,  ex  Granary  or  Craft,  having  been  Metered  before. 


Metage 
Fillage 
Porterage 


-Qr. 
.  Last 
-  Qr. 


Wheat,  Rye, 
Barley  and  Brank. 


Beans,  Peas,  Tares, 

Linseed,  and 
other  heavy  Seeds. 


«.  d. 

—  5 

•.  8 

3  I 


Imperial    •    • 
Total  per  Last 


3  '3 
-       J 


3     «J 


i 
10 

2i 


*.   d. 

-  6 

-  10 
3     I 


3    4 

-       J 


3    4i 


Malt.  Oati,  and 
light  SMds. 


8 

a 


-  5 

-  8 
1     8 


Wheat,  Rje.""* 
Sttit,UiM. 


a    9 


a    9| 


I.  i 

-  S 

-  5 
.10 


i 

I 

Bcttbr's 
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BvTEft's  Chargxs  on  Corm  and  Stxo,  in  all  cases. 


3^5 


Wli«at,Rye,Braok, 

if  bought  of  Kentish 
Hojneu  only. 

liMeod, 

^   other  hoaTj 
.  Seeds. 

Light  Seed 
only. 

BeaiM,  Pout 

Tam,friMn£Mex 

and  Kent  only. 

OMt, 

froiB  Euex  umI 

Kent  only. 

FiHage      -        Last 
Porterage  -        Qr. 

8 

s.   d. 

-    8 
1     8 

10 
2 

s.    d. 
-   lO 

1     8 

8 

».   d. 
-    8 
»     3 

lO 
3 

».     rf. 
-  10 

1    8 

8 

«.    A 
-    8 
>     3 

Imperta 

2     4 

2     6 

1  11 

-       i 

9     6 

-       h 

1  11 

-       i 

Total  p< 

»>T4ist 

a    4i 

• 

2    61 

1  Hi 

a    61 

1  Hi 

N.  B.  Hie  2  tf.  per  Last  *"  Duea"^  are  paid  to  the  Proprietorg  of  the  Old  Cora  Exchange, 

by  those  only  who  have  a  Staod. 

And  perhaps  I  may  also  hand  in  a  Sketch  which  will  show  the  average  rate  of  the 
whole  wages,  both  meters  and  porters. 

[The  same  was  handed  in,  and  is  osjftMows:] 


Whole  charges  are 
Less,  uUy  - 


^.    d. 

4    6    per  10  Qrs.,  highest  rate. 

-    7J 


Less,  rent  of  stand 
Paid  for  labour  per  lo  Qrs. 


3  10  J 
3    84 


Average  of  labomr  is  4} J.  per  quarter,  meteni  and  porters  included;  of  which  buyer 
pays  in  many  cases  about  3  d.,  and  seller  ia  many  cases  the  whole. 


Whole  charges  are     .  - 
Deduct,  City 


Deduc^  rent  of  stand  « 
Paid  for  labour  per  10  Qrs. 


s.    d. 

3    4  1  per  10  Qrs.,  lowest  rate. 
-    6 


s  11  i 

2    9J 


Average  rate  of  labour,  meteni  and  porters  included,  per  auarter  3 id.;  of  which  the 
buyer  pays  in  most  cases  about  ^id^  and  the  seller  the  remainder. 

Note. — ^There  are  3,000  porters,  all  freemen,  and  of  course  citizens.  About  1,500  are 
always  at  work,  either  in  com,  salt,  potatoes  or  fruit.  They  all  give  bond  to  the  Chamberlain 
for  the  due  and  true  delivery  of  the  merchants'  property,  and  if  any  is  spilled  overboard  it 
is  always  paid  for  by  them.  The  porters  and  meters  are  obliged  to  deliver  small  quauftities 
anywhere  between  Stajnes  and  the  I^ore,  even  though  the  waterage  exceeds  the  pay  they  eet 
for  it ;  and  this  is  of  almost  hourly  occurrence.  For  these  charges  the  merchants  get  uie 
small  jobs  done  as  well  as  large,  and  credit  given  them  one  month  after  the  cargo  is 
delivered,  and  that  although  they  may  live  in  any  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  average 
rate  of  delivering  com,  ex  vessel,  is  from  35  to  60  quarters  per  hour,  when  no  impediment 
exists.    Any  other  mode,  in  my  opinion,  would  fully  double  the  time. 


City  Corn-office,  London,  1 
4  July  1834.  J 


fVilliam  Ruston. 


Mr.  Wm.  Rustott. 


4  July  1834* 


3495*  It  is  mentioned  in  the  note  at  the  fool  of  this  statement,  that  the  porters 
give  bond  for  the  due  and  true  delivery  of  the  merchant's  property ;  do  die  meters 
also  give  bond  ?---Yes,  in  their  capacity  as  fellowship-porters ;  they  are  first  elected 
fellowship-porters  and  then  made  meters,  because  the  conmnittee  never  make  a  meter 
without  his  being  a  fellowship-porter ;  so  that  they  are  bound  to  take  care  of  the 
merchant's  property,  and  are  equally  liable  if  tbey  spill  it. 

3496.  Then  they  give  bond  when  first  they  are  appointed  fellowship*porters? 
— ^Yes. 

3497.  Aikl  that  bond  still  continues  when  they  are  meters  ? — Yes,  it  still  con* 
tinues  as  a  control  over  their  due  delivery  of  the  articles. 

0.36.  MM  3498-  What^ 
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\fr.  tFm.  RuHon.        3498,  What  amount  of  security  is  generally  required  ?— Two  bondsmen  in  40  /. 
—■"—""       each,  and  themselves  in      /. 

4  July  1834.  3499.  It  is*  also  stated  here,  that  the  porters  and  Hieters  are  obliged  to  deliver 

small  quantities  anywhere  between  Staines  and  the  Nore,  though  the  waterage 
exceeds  the  pay  they  get  for  it ;  what  do  you  mean  by  waterage  ? — The  water- 
age for  going  on  board  the  ship  is  paid  by  the  meters  and  porters  out  ef-dieir  ow& 
pockets,  and  commg  on  shore  again. 

3500.  What  is  the  wateragel — Hiring  boats  to  take  them  on  board.     - 

3501.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  average  amount  of  gain  that  the  meters  and 
porters  get,  from  wages  or  from  any  other  source  connected  with  the  delivery  or 
the  transit  of  corn,  in  the  course  of  the  year  ? — With  respect  to  the  meters,  I  can- 
not answer  that  question  so  well  as  Mr.  Hurcomb;  but  with  respect  to  the 
porters,  I  could  state  it  correctly :  their  average  earning  some  year^  the  busiest 
year  I  ever  knew,  was  19^.  1 1  ^.  per  man  per  week ;  that  was  the  busiest  year : 
the  last  three  years  it  will  not  exceed  12^.  6d. 

3502.  Wilfyou  be  good  enough  to  describe  the  exact  process  of  delivering  com 
from  a  vessel,  until  it  is  put  on  the  floor  of  the  merchant's  granary;  and  the  ex- 
penses attending  that  process? — ^The  meter  and  porters  go  on  board  the  vessel; 
the  porters  dip  the  bushel. 

3503.  State  the  number? — The  meter  and  from  five  to  seven  porters,  eight  oa 
extraordinary  occasions,  go  on  board  the  vessel;  two  porters  dip  the  bushel  and 
the  meter  fills  it  up  with  his  shovel  ^  that  performs  the  operation  of  filling  :  one  of 
the  porters  with  his  right  hand  always  strikes  the  bushel,  the  two  porters  turn  it 
over  into  a  sack  which  another  porter  holds  up  ;  they  then  snoiter  it,  that  is  a  rope 
with  a  noose  in  it,  and  three  porters  on  the  deck  hoist  it  out  of  the  hold  to  the  side 
of  the  vessel ;  anether  porter  tieis  it  and  turns  it  over  the  side  to  the  lighterman's 
back,  who  then  stows  it  away  in  regular  tiers  in  the  barge. 

3504.  The  process  you  have  described  is  applicable  to  the  cor»  that  comes 
loose  ? — Yes,  this  applies  to  com  that  comes  loose  ;  1  will  now  describe  com  ihat 
comes  in  sacks.  With  regard  to  corn  that  comes  in  sacks,  the  process  is  to  shoot 
it  out  of  the  sacks  into  the  bushel,  and  measure  as  many  sackis  as  tbe  seller  and 
buyer,  or  their  agents  on  their  behalf,  are  satisfied  with ;  which  measurement  is  per- 
formed by  two  men  lifting  the  sack,  pouring  the  corn  into  the  bushel,  the  bushel 
lying  flat  on  the  floor ;  then  the  com  is  stmck  as  in  the  former  case,  and  replaced 
into  the  sack,  and  hoisted  up  and  tied  as  before. 

3505.  Do  the  meter  or  the  porters  shoot  the  com  out  of  the  sack  into  the 
measure  ?— The  meter,  assisted  by  one  porter,  lifts  the  sack,  and  tbe  meter  strikes 
the  bushel. 

3506.  In  one  case  the  meter  strikes  it,  and  in  the  other  the  porter? — No,  not  in 
either  case ;  1  would  not  say  that  a  meter  never  does,  but  it  is  not  the  meter's 
business  to  strike  the  bushel ;  but  it  is  perfectly  the  meter's  business  to  s^  that 
justice  is  strictly  done. 

35^-  Now  go  to  the  lighterage  ? — ^The  lighterman  floats  his  barge  on  shore  to 
the  granary  or  up  the  country,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  lands  the  corn  ;  men  btick 
and  shoot  it  into  the  store  where  it  is  destined  to  lie  ;  and  that,  I  believe,  performs 
the  Operation  which  the  question  comprised. 

3508.  What  time  is  occupied  in  filling  a  sack,  lifting  it  out  of  the  hold  of  die 
vessel,  and  putting  it  in  the  lighter? — At  the  rate  of  50  quarters  an  hour,  if  no 
impediments  are  in  the  way. 

3509.  Is  more  time  occupied  when  the  com  comes  in  sacks  ? — Quite  as  much, 
or  nearly  so. 

3510.  Rather  more,  is  not  there? — No;  I  will  tell  you  where  more  is  occupied, 
and  in  one  case  where  less  is  occupied.  If  the  buyer  is  content  with  measuring 
four  or  five  sacks  out  of  50  quarters,  he  says  "  I  am  satisfied  this  is  honest  measure 
from  the  farmer,"  then  no  more  shooting  goes  forward,  then  it  is  performed  some- 
what quicker ;  but  if  the  buyer  is  not  satisfied,  and  wantk  still  more  sacks  measured, 

^     then  it  retards  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  would  take  nearly  double  the  time. 

351 1.  But  in  measuring  from  tHe  liold,  the  whole  must  be  measured  ? — Yes,  in 
measuring  from  a  loose  bulk.    « 

3512.  Is  it  usual  for  buyers,  when  corn  comes  in  sacks,  to  be  satisfied  with  mea«- 
suring  a  certain  portion  ?~Quite  customary. 

3513-  What  portion  is  it  usual  to  measure  in  those  cases? — From  three  to  four 
per  cent,  I  will  say. 

3514.  From  three  to  five  sacks  out  of  100? — ^Yes. 

3515.  Each 
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3515.  Each  sack  containing  four  busbeis  ?— Each  sack  containing  foul*  busbels.     Mr.  9  m.  Ruston 

3516.  Does  that  remark  apply  to  all  kinds  of  grain  r — All  kinds  of  gwun  that      — — — 
comes  in  sacks,  which  is  not  above  a  hundredth  part  of  all  that  arrives.  4  July  i9d4- 

3517.  Is  any  more  distrust  expressed  with  regard  to  com  coming  from  one 
place  than  another ;  for  instance^  from  Ireland,  from  Holland,  or  from  Scotland^ 
with  regard  to  measure  ? — It  sometimes  happens  that  the  Scotch  sacks  ai*e  filled 
in  a  promiscuous  way,  which  creates  a  little  distrust  in  those  cases ;  the  meter 
then  is  bound  to  measure  more  sacks  than  he  otiierwise  would  :  he  is  called  upon 
to  do  so. 

3518.  It  is  Ills  duty,  is  it  not  ? — ^Yes,  his  duty  binds  him  to  do  it ;  lie  is  bound 
by  his  conscience  to  do  justice ;  he  swears  to  do  that,  and  therefore  he  does  it ;  be 
says,  **  I  am  not  satisfied.''  I  have  heard  lightermen  say,  **  Make  haste,  I  am 
in  a  hurry,  I  am  satisfied  ;^  and  I  have  known  the  meter  say,  ^^  I  am  not 
satisfied.'^ 

3519.  But  how  happens  it  that  the  lighterman  has  a  voice  in  the  matter? — He 
is  the  agent  for  the  buyer,  to  look  after  the  buyer's  interest. 

.  3520.  You  have  stated  it  was  customary  in  extraordinary  cases  to  employ 
a  meter  and  eight  porters  ?-r-Yes. 

3521.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  extraordinary  cases? — What  I  mean 
by  extraordinary  cases  is»  where  there  are  large  vessels,  and  a  very  large  quantity. 
Those  are  the  cases  in  which  eight  men  are  required. 
.    3522.  Do  the  crew  of  the  vessel  assist  in  hoisting  the  corn  ? — ^Not  at  all. 
.    3523.  Render  no  assistance  whatever  h — Render  no  assistance  in  any  case ; 
they  sometimes  will  not  even  what  we  call  rig  the  tackle  out. 

3524.  You  never  beard  any  complaints  made  as  to  the  system  of  metage  ? — I  have 
heard  occasionally,  tfapugh  but  seldom,  of  a  cargo  not  yielding  so  much  as  the 
shipper  thereof  expected  it  would.  When  such  complaint  has  been  traced  as  £eur 
as  we  could  trace  it,  we  have  usually  found,  always  I  may  say,  that  the  meters 
have  been  correct ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  above  three  or  four  instances  of  the 
meters  being  incorrect. 

'  3525.  In  those  cases  were  you  able  to  discover  to  what  reasons  the  deficiency  in 
the  bulk  was  to  be  attributed  ;  to  corn  being  damaged  firom  the  voyage,  losing  in 
the  bulk,  or  to  thefts  on  the  part  of  the  crew  ? — Instances  have  been  discovered 
of  the  crew  robbing  the  bulk  on  its  passage ;  a  few  instances  have  occurred  where 
the  meter  by  mistake  has  given  a  sack  or  two  more  than  he  has  kept  his  score  for ; 
but  these  occurrences  are  very  rare. 

3526.  What,  both  ? — Both  very  rare. 

3527.  Do  you  conceive  that  corn  often  loses  in  bulk  during  the  voyage  ? — Very 
often  ;  the  corn  almost  invariably  alters  in  measure,  either  to  gain  or  lose  in  quan- 
tity, during  its  voyage. 

3528.  Are  those  deficiencies  most  discoverable  in  corn  that  comes  from  Ireland, 
froai  Scotland,  or  from  the  Continent  ? — Most  from  Ireland. 

3529.  Very  seldom  from  the  Continent? — Very  seldom  from  the  Continent 

3530.  The  corn  that  comes  from  Ireland  is  usually  kiln-dried,  is  it  not  ? — It  is 
asually. 

3531.  It  is  very  seldom  that  corn  is  kiln-dried  that  comes  from  other  places  ? — 
Very  seldom ;  you  may  see  a  little  from  Petersburgh :  and  some  from  Riga  is 
dried  ;  it  is  dried  in  the  straw. 

3532.  Now,  if  the  Irish  corn  is«so  carefully  prepared,  how  comes  it  that  a  defi- 
ciency is  more  discoverable  in  that  than  in  any  other  com  ? — Because  the  prepa* 
catioo  only  goes  skin-deep ;   and  it  will  sweat  when  laid  together  in  bulk. 

3533*  ^i^om  dampness  grain  will  lose? — Lose  or  gain»  as  the  case  may  be ;  if 
it  is  put  very  dry  on  board,  as  dry  as  the  Irish  can  n^ake  it,  it  is  a  very  long  pasr 
sa^e,  and  it  will  sweat  and  gain  in  quanuty. 

3534.  You  say  all  Irish  com  is  kiln-dried  ? — Yes. 

3535.  Will  that  corn  vegetate? — Yes;  because  the  process  of  brimstone  in 
generaJ  does  not  go  far  enough  to  kill  vegetation* 

3536.  And  they  do  that  with  all  corn,  besides  oats  and  barley? — ^All  that  theyr 
export*  ♦ 

3537.  How  is  it  done  ? — I  never  saw  the  process  performed. 

3538.  Then  in  cases  where  deficiency  in  the  bulk  is  complained  of,  the  shipper 
of  the  corn  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  the  deficiency  has  arisen  ? — I  have 
known  instances  where  the  factor  has  followed  the  com  to  the  buyer's  premises, 

0.36.  M  M  2  *  and 
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Mr.  Wm.  RustoH.  and  had  it  remeasured,  and  the  instances  are  so  few  as  to  be  almost  none  at  all 

— « •       where  an  error  has  been  found  on  the  part  of  the  meter. 

4  July  1834*  3539.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  customary  for  the  merchant,  when  he  gets 

the  com  into  his  granary,  to  remeasure  it? — It  is  customary  to  have  it  re-metmd 
out  of  the  granary.  Though  not  binding  on  the  parties,  as  far  as  the  City's  privi- 
leges go,  they  choose  to  have  it  done. 

3540*  There  are  no  more  dues  exacted  for  remeasuring  the  com  r — ^The  rates 
of  labour  on  remeasuring  ex  granary,  are  much  |ess  than  the  rates  of  labour  for 
measuring  out  of  the  ship. 

3541.  Can  you  state  what  they  are? — It  is  stated  in  the  Table  I  handed  in.  It 
IS  perifectly  optional  on  tlie  part  of  the  owners  of  the  com,  except  when  the  cora 
is  bonded,  in  which  cases  the  Customs  enforce  the  measurement  even  a  second,  or 
if  need  requires  it,  a  third  time. 

3542.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  customary  for  merchants  to  weigh  a  certain 
portion  of  their  cora  when  they  get  it  into  the  granary,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
weight  per  bushel?— Very  customary. 

3543.  By  that  means  they  take  account  generally  of  the  weight  per  bushel  of 
the  whole  cargo  ? — Frequently.  And  the  majority  of  offers  for  English  cora  are 
sent  to  London  with  the  weight  per  bushel  and  price  attached ;  I  have  seen  many 
of  such  offers  this  moroing  by  letter,  of  wheat  free  on  board  from  Boston,  47  s^ 
weighing  64  lbs.  per  bushel.  When  the  wheat  arrives  the  buyer  weighs  a  few 
bushels  from  various  parts  of  the  bulk,  and  that  combines  wei^t  and  measure. 
If  I  order  oats  from  Galway  of  the  last  crop,  I  know  they  will  weigh  from  about 
36  lbs.  to  37  lbs.  per  bushel ;  if  I  order  oats  from  Limerick  of  the  last  crop,  I  know 
they  will  weigh  from  41  lbs.  to  42  lbs.  per  busliel. 

3544.  How  do  you  know  that  they  will  weigh  that? — Why,  after  every  harvest  we 
form  our  judgment  by  an  average  of  the  first  few  arrivals;  and  there  is  a  great 
similarity  in  tlie  cora  from  each  port  in  Ireland.  What  I  mean  to  imply  is,  that 
there  is  &  great  similarity  of  the  corn  in  that  port. 

3545 •  Then  you  mean  to  state  that  it  is  customary  for  persons  sending  over 
corn  from  Ireland,  to  bargain  that  the  corn  will  weigh  so  much  per  bushel  ? — No^ 
I  do  not  mean  to  state  so ;  I  mean  to  say  that  the  buyer  knows  what  it  witt 
weigh  without  having  it  stated.  With  English  cora,  the  shipper  states  what  his 
wheat  shall  weigh  per  bushel;  but  not  so  with  Ireland,  because  they  have 
already  a  weight.     They  can  say  no  more  about  weight. 

3546.  They  know  the  weight  of  the  corn  shipped,  but  not  the  weight  per  bushel? 
— No  ;  the  buyer  here  is  aware  of  what  weight  the  oats  will  ran  in  the  various 
ports  where  he  orders  them,  within  a  fraction.  It  is  astonishing  the  similarly  there 
is  in  the  weight  of  oats  from  the  same  port. 

3547.  But  in  the  beginning  of  the  season  it  is  customarv  for  London  merchants 
to  ascertain  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  cora  from  the  diflierent  ports  ? — Yes,  that 
is  customary,  by  letter,  inquiring  what  they  think  their  oats  will  run  upon  an  average 
per  bushel  in  weight. 

3548.  On  the  arrival  of  the  fresh  cai^oes  from  Ireland,  do  they  not  ascertain 
the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  their  Irish  correspondents,  by  resorting  to  weight  as 
a  test  ? — The  buyers  usually  put  their  hands  into  the  samples,  and  say,  **  these  oats 
will  weigh  so  much ;"  and  any  buyer  in  our  market  can  tell  within  half  a  pound 
per  bushel  what  oats  will  weigh. 

3549*,  With  regard  to  English  wheat,  is  it  austomary  for  the  sellers  to  barg^ 
that  it  will  weigh  so  much  per  bushel  ? — ^Very  common  on  all  shipments  from  the 
coast,  that  are  actually  bought  by  letter ;  when  it  is  sent  by  a  grower  or  a  former 
for  sale,  there  is  no  guarantee  at  all.  The  same  applies  to  foreign  corn ;  all  formgn 
merchants  say  what  their  com  will  weigh  per  bushel. 

3550.  In  those  cases,  is  it  usual  for  the  London  merchants  to  ascertain  the 
weight  per  bushel  when  the  corn  arrives? — From  abroad? 

3557  •  y^^9  or  from  the  coast. — In  both  cases  it  is.  In  long  voyages  from  abroad 
the  weight  may  decrease  from  what  the  shipper  said,  but  the  quantity,  as  a  matter 
course,  increases. 

3552.  Then  the  application  of  those  two  tests,  the  weight  and  the  measure, 
would  enable  the  shipper  or  tlie  purchaser  to  ascertain  how  the  deficiency  arose? 
— It  would  enable  him  to  ascertain  that  he  had  either  got  the  one  or  the  other. 

3553*  Supposing  the  corn  had  been  damaged  he  would  find  that  the  measure 
increased  while  the  weight  decreased  ? — ^Just  so. 

3554*  He  would  therefore  know  that  the  same  quantity  of  cora  arrived,  although 
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Ibe  specific  weight  had  decreased  ? — Exactly  so ;  altliough  that  would  be  no  proof  Mr.  IFm.  Rmon. 

of  quality  having  been  put  on  board.     That  is  no  proof  that  the  quality  was  put  on      

board,  it  is  only  proof  that  either  quantity  or  weight  was  put  on  board.     But  at  the      4  July  1834* 
same  time  Dantzic  wheat  of  64  lbs.  per  bushel,  would  be  worth  far  more  in  propor** 
tkm  than  Dantzic  wheat  of  59  or  60 ;  and  had  I  got  my  weight  without  the  measure 
I  should  have  a  very  inferior  article,  by  no  means  what  I  expected. 

3555.  At  any  rate  you  would  arrive  at  a  better  knowledge  of  the  fidelitv  with 
which  your  correspondent  had  fulfilled  your:  order,  by  the  application  of  the  dfouUe 
test  of  weight  and  measure,  than  by  the  single  one  of  weight  or  measure  alone  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  a  test  which  is  always  applied  now. 

3556*  That  test  would  not  apply  to  ail  circumstances;  that  would  not  be 
a  sufficiently  correct  indication  of  value,  from  collateral  drcumstances  which  may 
affect  wheat,  such  as  its  coming  by  salt  water  and  being  damaged  on  board  ;  and 
though  it  may  dry  afterwards,  and  maintain  both  its  weight  and  its  measure,  the 
injury  it  will  have  received  will,  unless  a  statement  of  those  facts  accompany  the 
quotation,  be  a  false  inference? — In  case  of  damage  to  a  vessel  at  sea^  neither  of 
those  tests  will  apply  properly. 

3557*  But  then  the  damage  would  be  easily  discoverable  ? — The  whole  cargo, 
or  a  very  large  portion  of  the  wheat,  gets  wet  at  the  bottom,  and  sweats  right 
through  it. 

3558.  Then  that  damage  would  be  easily  discoverable? — It  would  be  very 
evident;  it  would  be  so  evident  that  you  would  not  know  what  was  shipped^ 
whether  it  was  good,  bad  or  indifferent. 

3559*  Now,  do  you  not  conceive  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  change  the 
system  of  measuring  in  the  port  of  London,  into  one  of  weighing ;  that  is  to  say, 
substituting  weight  for  measure  ? — I  consider  that  it  would  not  be  beneficial, 
inasmuch  as  the  trade  are  now  perfectly  saUsfied  with  the  present  mode,  and  have 
the  means  of  applying  the  test  of  weight,  and  do  apply  the  test  of  weight,  whenever 
they  please. 

3560.  But  the  question  asked  you,  was  not  with  regard  to  the  advanta^  or 
disadvantages  of  weight  or  measure  singly,  but  with  regard  to  the  actual  difficulty 
of  substituting  weight  alone  for  measure  alone? — It  would  be  very  difficult;  and 
I  conceive  an  increase  of  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  in  the  labour  attendmg  it. 

3561.  Which  must  be  met  by  an  increased  expense? — Exactly  so  ;  or  the  men 
must  be  made  to  do  it  for  the  same  wages. 

3562.  Supposing  that  weight  alone  was  prescribed,  would  it  not  even  in  that 
case  be  necessary  to  measure  a  great  portion  in  order  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
com  ? — The  whole  real  operation  of  measuring  must  be  performed  in  that  case  as 
it  now  is. 

3563*  With  the  addition  of  having  to  weigh  ? — With  the  addition  of  the  stoppage 
while  weighing;  the  same  operation  of  bushelling,  sacking  and  tying  must  be  per* 
formed,  with  the  addition'  of  a  bowl  or  dish  to  take  a  little  out  or  put  a  little  in ; 
a  small  scoop  I  should  say.  The  operation  would  be  more  difficult  in  the  port  of 
London  than  almost  any  other  port  in  the  kingdom. 

3564.  Why  so? — Because  aS  the  vessels  lying  mixed  together  in  tiers,  and  not 
coming  alongside  of  wharfs.  It  would  also  cause  a  delay :  instead  of  60  quarters 
an  hour,  1  question  whether  we  could  work  out  of  a  vessel  above  30  or  40  quarters^ 
instead  of  60  quarters  an  hour. 

3565.  About  half  as  much  then  ? — About  half  as  much. 

3566.  Then  you  think  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  ? — Taking  delay  and 
expense  together,  as  of  course  men's  time  is  their  labour,  it  would  be  from  50 
lo  1 00  per  cent, 

3567.  Have  the  meters  in  London  ever  been  required  to  weigh  ? — ^They  are 
often  required  every  day  to  weigh  a  sack  or  two. 

3568.  Then  you  cx)nsider  that  an  insuperable  objection  to  selling  corn  by 
weight ;  the  difficulty  that  there  would  be  in  London  ? — No,  that  is  not  the  only 
reason. 

3569.  But  that  would  impose  a  very  great  difficulty? — It  would  impose  a 
great  difficulty ;  but  a  very  principal  objection  is,  that  you  cannot  judge  of  quality 
by  weight  alone,  unless  combined  with  measure. 

3570.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  system  of  weighing  at  Liverpool  ? — ^Not 
practically. 

3571.  You  are  not  aware  of  the  cost  in  time,  in  labour  and  in  money,  of 
weighing  at  that  port? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  time  or  the  labour,  but 
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Mr.  fFm.  Busttm.  I  am  somewhat  acquainted  wkh  the  charges  made  for  measuring,  uneigbing  tir 

delivering,  whidiever  tbey  call  it.     I  have  had  occasion  to  ascertain  that ;  and 

4  July  1834.       I  find  by  account-sales  that  the  charges  at  Liverpool  on  the  gross  are  matari^ty 
heavier  than  the  charge  on  the  same  qQanti^^  of  com  in  London* 

3572.  Is  it  oeual  for  the  meters  and  the  {sorters  to  wear  badges  or  tickets  ?^^ 
They  have  a  badge  hung  at  the  fob  of  their  breeches  pocket ;  a  small  brass 
badge ;  but  that  is  merely  that  they  may  know  each  other,  and  require  it  to  be 
exhibited  to  prove  their  seniority,  that  one  may  take  precedence  of  the  other  if 
be  chooses. 

3573.  In  many  cases  it  is  customary  to  wei^  a  great  quantity? — Several 
bushels  from  different  parts  of  the  bulk.  I  have  known  instances  of  the  whole 
cargo  being  wdghed  in  London,  every  sack. 

3574.  Have  you  anything fortber  to  state? — I  think  not- 

3575.  If  weight  were  substituted  for  measure  in  the  port  of  London,  allowing 
for  the  difference  of  time  which  is  required  for  delivering  com  by  weight,  wookl 
k  be  possible  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Port  of  London  by  that  system  of 
weight  instead  of  by  a  system  of  measure  ? — I  think  laboorers  enou^  >ni^t  be 
found,  but  it  would  sadly  interfere  with  time. 

3576.  And  raiae  the  price  of  the  article  very  much  ? — And  consequently  raise 
the  price  of  the  article.  But  in  the  present  state  of  the  labour-market,  certainly 
labourers  might  be  found  ;  t)ecause  we  have  the  means  of  finding  you  double  the 
quantity  if  there  was  work  for  them. 

3577.  But  then  the  effect  of  that  would  be  to  enhance  the  price  of  com  in 
the  London  market  ?~-Ina8much,  probably,  as  50  per  cent  on  that  portiou  of  the 
labour.  I  have  something  more  to  state,  which  is  rather  materiaL  There  is 
a  very  large  portion,  sometimes  equal  to  30,000  or  40,000  quarters  of  com, 
measured  every  week  by  the  sworn  meters  and  porters,  over  which  they  daim  no 
right  to  measure ;  but  the  buyer  and  seller  choose  to  have  them,  in  order  that 
justice  may  be  done  between  the  two  parties.  They  will  not  employ  strangers, 
even  thongh  they  can  get  them  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  Customs  always  enforce 
^  use  of  a  meter  and  porters,  because  they  will  tmst  nobody  else,  the  revenue  <tf 
course  banging  upon  the  true  measurement  of  it.  The  avera^  quantity  of  com 
that  is  measured  in  the  Port  of  London  is  somewhere  about  65,000  <iuarters  per 
week,  in  common  years,  I  should  say ;  but  in  years  of  importation  a  far  lai^ 
quantity,  sometimes  amounting  to  double  that.  And  then  it  would  be  impos»ble 
Do  get  on  when  we  have  a  large  importation.  I  always  find,  that  if  tbe  seller 
wishes  the  buyer  to  take  it  by  the  original  measure,  even  though  it  was  measured 
only  three  days  ago,  and  standing  in  the  same  sacks,  the  buyer  always  wislies  to 
have  it  re-metered. 

3578  What  is  the  reason  of  that  r^— Because  it  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
granary-keeper  for  three  days,  through  a  lighterman  s  barge,  and  it  might  have 
been  robbed  or  it  might  have  evaporated  or  imbibed  moisture. 

3579.  What  in  three  days? — ^Yes,  even  in  three  days. 

3580.  Then  do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  buyer  is. willing  to  uodbergo  ail  the 
additional  expenses  of  re-measuring^  which  of  course  would  fall  upon  himself? — 
A  portion  only  of  it  falls  upon  himself  He  puts  jthe  seller  to  some  expense, 
bat  he  pays  a  portion  of  it  himself,  according  to  the  custom* 

3581.  Then  the  corn  is  raised  in  price? — That  particular  parcel  is  when  it  is 
re-metered.     This  is  a  very  small-  portion* 

3582*  And  so  returned  to  the  inspector? — That  small  portion  is.  There  is  very 
little  taken  out  in  sacks,  it  generally  goes  in  bulk ;  atxi  that  portion  in  sacks,  tf 
re-metered,  generally  incurs  an  additional  expense  in  re-measuring. 

3583.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  method  in  which  the  qootatioos  are 
made? — Individual  quotation  is  a  matter  of  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  day's 
market.     The  average  prices  are  done  correctly. 

3584.  How  do  you  mean  correctly  ? — Because  a  return  is  made  of  all  the  com 
sold  by  every  corn-factor,  the  price  he  sells  it  for,  and  the  number  of  quarters. 

3585.  What  obliges  the  corn-factor  to  make  those  returns  ? — An  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  declarati6n  that  be  will  do  so  duly  and  truly,  und^  a  peimlty.  He  does 
not  take  an  oath,  only  a  declaration.  I  am  desiroos  of  stating  that  one  great  ad* 
vantage  <tf  the  system  of  delivering  com  in  London,  arises  from  the  check  that  it 
provides  against  fraud.  The  meter  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  and  citify  the 
quantity,  cannot  be  selected  by  the  parties,  but  goes  according  to  his  seniority  in 
the  office,  or  is  appointed  by  the  proper  c^ker  there.     The  fellowship  porters  who 
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tccompany  him,  go  to  their  work  by  the  like  rules ;  so  that  until  the  job  begins,    Mr.  Wm.  Ruston. 

neither  buyer'nor  seller  knows  who  will  do  it,  nor  do  the  labourers  know  who  will  be       

their  fellows ;  bribery  therefore  is  almost  out  of  the  question >  and  the  continuance       4  July  1B34. 

of  honesty  is  secured  by  the  meter  and  porters  acting  as  checks  upon  and  watch* 

man  over  eacli  other^s  conduct,  their  relative  situations  always  producing  a  httle 

Jealousy.     It  may  be  said  that  there  is  nothing  in  substituting  weighing  for  mea* 

^re,  which  would  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  useful  system ;  but  it  must  be 

remembered  that  the  whole  river,  from  Greenwich  to  Vauxhall,  is  one  largp  dock 

lor  corn  vessels,  and  that  corn  is  delivered  in  very  large  quantities  over  all  that 

space.    The  meter  must  not  only  have  confidence  in  his  own  honesty  and  that  of 

tbos^  with  whom  he  works,  but  also  in  the  honesty  of  his  tools.     At  present  he  has 

this  confidence,  because  he  carries  his*  own  bushd,  delivered  to  him  by  the  sworn 

officer  of  the  corporation,  frequently  examined  and  tested  by  them  j  he  could  not 

carry  scales  and  weights  about  with  him  everywhere,  and  must  therefore  trust  to 

weights  and  scales  provided  for  him  on  board  every  vessel  and  at  every  wharf.     It 

is  impossible  that  he  could  satisfactorily  attest  the  weight  delivered,  without  giving 

iaitb  to  the  tools  of  another  person  having  the  strongest  possible  temptation  to 

falsify  them.  A  meter's  certificate,  which  now  passes  current  in  the  corn-market  a^ 

an  impartial  criterion  of  quantity,  would  be  worse  than  useless  when  applied  to 

weight,  as  it  would  necessarily  imply  hcHiesty  in  the  parley  making  the  dehvery^  in 

his  waght  and  measures,  and  would  be  no  ^eater  check  upon  his  want  of  such 

]M>Dcsty,  than  if  his  and  not  the  meter's  certificate  of  weight  were  given  to  the 

buyer.     It  should  be  remembered  also,  that  the  sacks  differ  very  greatly  in  weightt 

imd  that  to  have  an  ac  urate  measure,  each  sack  must  be  weighed  separately  from 

the  com  it  contains. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ruston^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

3586.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — At  Harp-lane,  Tower-street,  in  the  city.  Mr.  TAos.  Ruston. 

3587.  Are  you  brother  of  the  last  witness? — lam.  

3588.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Acorn-factor. 

3589.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness;  will  you  be  good  enough 
to  state  anything  that  you  think  he  has  omitted,  with  regard  to  the  practice  of 
selling  corn  in  the  Port  of  London  ? — I  do  not  think  I  can  add  anything  to  what 
he  has  stated. 

3590.  Is  there  anything  that  strikes  you  worthy  of  mentioning? — ^Nothing, 
except  that,  knowing  the  magnitude  of  transactions  in  com  in  the  Port  of  London, 
I  am  almost  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  weigh  all  the  com  that 
comes  in, 

35^1 .  Do  you  mean  substituting  weight  for  measure  ? — If  I  have  weight,  mea- 
sure must  be  combined  with  it  in  some  degree,  for  the  security  of  both  buyer  and 
seller.  At  present  we  nominally  have  weight,  because  if  I  purchase  1,000  quarters 
of  corn  on  the  market  by  sample,'  I  put  my  hand  into  that  sample,  and  I  say 
**  This  will  weigh  so  much  per  bushel,*'  let  it  be  of  what  description  of  grain  i£ 
will,  whether  it  is  wheat,  barley,  or  oats ;  and  then  I  have  weight  and  measure 
combined. 

3592.  But  what  is  it,  then,  that  you  are  prepared  to  speak  to  ? — I  was  summoned 
here  to  answer  such  questions  as  should  be  put  to  me ;  I  was  summoned  as  one  of 
the  corn  and  coal  committee,  as  well  as  being  a  corn-factor. 

3593.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  is  your  opinion  that  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in 
substituting  weight  for  measure  ? — ^W  eight  alone  for  measure,  certainly. 

3594.  For  measure  alone? — ^Yes. 

3595.  But  you  do  not  mean  to  say  there  would  be  any  impossibility  in  doing 
that  which  is  now  done,  of  testing  the  weight  per  bushel  of  com  sold  ?— It  is  pos- 
sible certainly  to  do  that. 

3596.  Then  your  answer  applies  to  the  possible  substitution  of  weight  alone  for 
measure  alone,  not  to  the  application  of  weight  as  a  test  ? — No ;  I  stated  after- 
wards that  we  had  a  test  of  our  own,  which  we  used  every  day ;  that  is,  if  we  buy 
a  quantity  of  corn,  we  slate  this  will  weigh  so  much,  and  we  are  satisfied  with 
that. 

3597.  What  are  your  reasons  for  the  difficulty  of  substituting  weight  for  mea- 
sure ? — There  are  so  many  vessels  that  arrive,  as  well  as  a  great  number  of  small 
craft  that  come  up  from  the  coast  of  Essex  and  Kent,  and  other  vessels  which  lay 
connected  so  closely  together,  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  weighing  every 
parcel  of  corn. 
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Mr.  Tfios.  Rvston.       3598-  Both  you  and  your  brother  were  deputed  by  the  corporation  to  attend 

this  Committee,  were  you  not? — Yes. 

4  July  1834.  3599-  In  what  way  are  the  quotations  made? — ^The  quotations  are  made  from 

the  sales  of  corn  which  we  make  on  the  day ;  then  we  send  our  circulars  out  in 
the  evening,  with  the  prices  that  corn  has  been  selling  at  on  that  day. 

3600.  Your  market  cirailars  ? — Market  circulars. 

3601.  Do  your  circulars  express  the  latest  transactions  of  the  market? — ^Yes, 
they  do.  • 

3602.  Up  to  the  latest  hour? — Yes;  we  seldom  write  our  market  letters  till 
the  market  is  closed. 

3603.  The  London  newspapers  publish  those  letters  free  of  expense? — Some  of 
them  do ;  some  are  furnished  by  parties  who  are  not  authorized,  and  they  get 
occasionally  very  incorrect  statements. 

3604.  Do  you  conceive  that  there  would  be  any  valid  objection  to  describing  ift 
the  circulars  and  the  quotations,  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  corn  sold  ? — Not 
any ;  at  present  it  is  understood,  because  everybody  conversant  with  the  trade 
knows  that  the  highest  quotation  of  wheat  relates  to  the  highest  price  of  the  best 
white  wheat. 

3605.  But  those  who  are  not  so  conversant  with  the  trade,  may  not  <^  course 
be  able,  in  the  absence  of  the  description  which  has  been  mentionedi  so  well  to 
ascertain  the  quality  of  the  com  that  has  been  sold  ? — Why,  everybody  that  loob 
at  it  must  be  aware,  that  the  highest  price  of  wheat  must  be  the  best  quality  and 
the  best  weight, 

3606.  The  variation  of  price  may  arise  from  other  circumstances  than  tbe 
weight  per  bushel  of  the  corn  ? — No,  it  does  not ;  it  is  entirely  from  that,  because 
we  do  not  quote  damaged  corn,  or  com  that  is  excessively  deteriorated  from  any 
particular  cause. 

3607.  Do  you  conceive  that,  generally  speaking,  there  would  be  any  very  great 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  trade  to  allowing  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  sound 
com  to  be  quoted  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  would  at  all ;  not  tbe  least. 


W.  L.  Newmarij  Esq.  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

iV.  L.  NemmoH,        3608.  WHAT  is  your  profession  r — Solicitor  to  the  City  of  London. 

Esq.       *        3609.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  by  whom  the  sworn  meters  are  appointed  ? 
'  — By  the  corporation  of  ^London,  who  are  possessed  of  the  metage  of  all  com 

and  grain  which  is  imported  into  the  City  of  London. 

3010.  Will  you  state  how  the  corporation  acquired  the  right? — ^They  are 
entitled  to  it  by  prescription,  which  has  been  confirmed  by  a  subsequent  charter,  in 
the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  King  James  tbe  First  The  City's  right  to  the  conser- 
vancy of  the  River  Thames,  and  the  metage  of  all  corn,  grain^  fruit,  coals,  and  aJI 
other  matters  imported  into  the  City  of  London,  was  impugned  by  the  attorney- 
general  in  that  King's  reign ;  but  upon  their  showing  their  title,  the  attorney-general 
of  that  day  confessed  their  ri(j;ht,»and  the  City  had  judgment  in  its  favour  upon  tbe 
quo  warranto  which  had  been  brought  against  Ibem,  impugning  that  right  And 
immediately  after  King  James  the  First  granted  a  confirmatory  charter,  which 
recited  the  City's  prescriptive  right,  and  confirmed  it  in  express  terms.  If  the 
Committee  think  it  necessary,  I  can  state  what  those  terms  were,  as  I  have  here 
an  extract  from  the  charter.  It  begins  by  reciting  '^  That  our  beloved  the  mayor 
and  commonalty  and  citizens  of  our  City  of  London  time  out  of  mind  have  bad, 
exercised,  and  ought  and  have  accustomed  themselves  to  have  and  exercise,  tbe 
office  of  bailiff  and  conservator  of  the  water  of  Thames,  to  be  exercised  and  occupied 
by  the  mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  during  the  time  of  his  mayoralty, 
or  by  his  sufficient  deputies,  in,  upon  and  about  the  water  of  Thames  ;  that  is  to 
say,  from  the  bridge  of  the  town  of  Staines,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and 
towards  the  east  unto  London-bridge,  and  from  thence  to  a  certain  place  called 
Kendall,  otherwise  Yenland,  otherwise  Yenlet,  towards  the  sea  and  east,  and  ia 
Med  way,  and  in  the  port  of  the  City  of  London  aforesaid,  and  upon  whatsoever 
bank,  and  upon  every  shore,  and  upon  every  wharf  of  the  said  water  of  Thames, 
within  the  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid,  and  in  and  upon  and  about  all  and  ev^y  of 
them,  and  also  for  all  the  time  aforesaid  have  had  and  taken,  and  ought  and  have 
been  accustomed  to  have  and  take  to  their  own  proper  use  by  the  mayor  of  the 
same  city  for  the  time  being,  during  the  time  of  his  mayoralty,  or  by  his  sufficient 
deputies,  all  wages,  rewards,  fees  and  profits  belonging  to  the  same  office  of  bailiff. 

And 
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And  whereas  the  said  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens,  from  alt  the  time  afore-    w.  L.  Newmauy 
said)  have  had  and  exercised  the  office  of  measurer  and  measuring  of  all  coals  and  £sq. 

grain  of  whatsoever  kind,  and  also  of  all  kind  of  salt  and  all  kind  of  apples,  pears,      ■■ 
plumbs,  or  other  fruit  whatsoever;  and  also  all  kind  of  roots  eatable,  of  what  kind      ^  ^^y  ^^34- 
soever,  and  of  onions  and  6f  all  merchandizes,  wares  and  things  whatsoever  mea- 
surable, and  the  measuring  and  every  of  them  in  or  unto  the  said  Port  of  London 
coming,  carried,  or  brought  upon  the  said  waters,  in  whatsoever  ship,  boat,  barge 
or  vessel  floating,  laden,  and  being  on  whatsoever  part  of  the  said  water  of  Thames, 
or  upon  whatsoever  bank,  shore  or  wharf  of  the  said  water  of  Thames,  which 
shall  come  to,  arrive,  abide,  be  delivered  or  laid  down  from  the  said  bridge  of 
the  said  town  of  Staines   westward  tx>  the  said  bridge   of  London,  and  from 
thence  to  the  said  place  called  Yendall,  otherways  Yenleet,  towards  the  sea  and 
east,  and  in  Medway,  and  in  the  said  port  of  the  City  of  London  aforesaid, 
to  exercise  and  occupy  the  same  office  by  the  mayor  of  the  city  for  the  time 
during  the  time  of  his  mayoralty,  or  by  his  sufficient  deputies,  and  also  for  all 
the  time  aforesaid  they  have  had  and  taken  and  ought  to  have  and  take  to  their 
proper  use  by  the  mavor  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  during  his  mayoralty, 
or  by  his  sufficient  neputies,  all  wages,  rewards,  fees  and  profits  to  the  same 
office  belonging ;  and  notwithstanding  they  the  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens 
of  late  times  thereof  have  been  disquieted,  and  in  some  measuring  aforesaid  unjustly 
hindered,  and  especially  in  the  said  office  of  measuring  coals,  supposing  that  office 
to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens  anciently  not  to  appertain,  neither  by 
any  lawful  grant  or  prescription  as  yet  to  appertain  and  belong ;  whereas,  in  truth, 
it  doth  manifestly  and  plainly  appear  that  the  same  offices  and  all  other  premises 
to  them  of  old  time  appertaining,  and  do  now  of  right  appertain,  and  that  they  law- 
fully received  and  enjoyed,  and  ought  to  have,  take  and  enjoy  the  wages  and 
rewards,  fees  and  perquisites  thereof :  We,  therefore,  to  take  away  all  controver- 
sies and  remove  all  doubts  in  this  behalf,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said  mayor  and 
commonalty  and  citizens  may  securely,  freely  and  quietly  use,  have,  exercise  and 
enjoy  the  c^ces  aforesaid  and  every  of  them,  and  the  measuring  aforesaid,  and  the 
fees,  wa^es,  rewards  and  profits  to  the  said  office  and  measuring  belonging,  and 
all  and  smgular  other  the  premises  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  without 
the  contradiction,  molestation  or  hindrance  anyways  ^f  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sor^, admiral  of  England,  justices*  escheators,  sherins,  bailiffs,  or  other  our  officers 
or  ministers  whatsoever;  and  because  it  is  well  pleasing  unto  us  to  show  favour  in 
this  behalf  to  the  same  mayor,  commonalty  and  citizens,  and  rather  increase, 
strengthen  and  enlarge,  than  diminish  the  liberties,  franchises,  jurisdictions,  privi- 
leges  and  free  customs  of  the  City  of  London  aforesaid,  of  our  special  grace,  and 
from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  do  by  these  presents  approve, 
allow,  ratify  and  confirm  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  and  singular  the 
offices  and  measuring  aforesaid,  and  other  recited  premises,  and  the  wages,  fees  and 
profits  belonging  and  appertaining  thereto,  and  the  use  and  customs  aforesaid,  to 
the  said  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens  of  the  said  city  aforesaid  and  their 
successors ;   and  further  of  our  special  grace  and  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
motion,  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do 
grant  to  the  said  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens  and  their  successors,  that  they 
may  exercise  and  execute  the  said  office  of  bailiff  and  conservation  of  the  water  of 
Thames,  by  the  mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  during  the  time  of  his 
mayoralty,  or  his  sufficient  deputies,  from  time  to  time  for  ever,  in,  upon  or  about 
the  same  water  of  Thames  (that  is  to  say),  from  the  brid^  of  Staines  to  the 
bridge  of  London,  and  from  thence  to  a  certain  place  called  lenland,  otherways 
Yenleet,  towards  the  sea,  and  towards  the  east  and  Medway,  and  in  the  port  of  the 
City  of  I^ndon  aforesaid,  and  upon  whatsoever  bank,  shore  and  wharf  of  the  same 
water  of  Thames,  within  the  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid,  in,  upon  and  about  every 
one  of  the  same,  and  to  receive  and  collect  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  wages,  rewards, 
fees  and  profits  to  the  same  offices  of  bailiff  pertaining,  to  the  proper  use  of  the 
said  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens,  by  the  mayor  of  the  same  city  for  the 
time  being,  during  the  time  of  his  mayoralty,  or  by  his  sufficient  deputies :  and  also 
of  our  more  ample  grace,  and  from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we 
have  given,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  to  the 
said  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens,  and  their  successors,    that  they  may 
peaceably  and  quietly  from  time  to  time  execute  and  exercise  the  aforesaid  office 
of  measurer  of  all  and  singular  coals  and  grain  of  what  sort  soever,  and  all  kind  of 
apples,  pears,  plumbs  and  other  fruit  whatsoever,  and  all  roots  to  be  eaten  of  what- 
0.36.  N  N  soever 
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f 
W.  L.  Newmtm^    soever  sort,  and  also  of  onions  and  other  mercbandizes,  wares  and  things  measurable, 
^'  and  the  measuring  of  them  whatsoever  in  or  to  the  Port  of  London  coming,  car- 

^71  T**  ried  or  brought,  in  whatsoever  ships,  boats,  barges  or  other  vessels,  floating,  laden, 
^  u  y  1  34*  remaining  or  being  in  any  part  of  the  same  river  of  Thames,  and  upon  any  bank 
or  shore  or  wharf  of  the  same  water  of  Thames  happening  to  unlade,  stay,  remain, 
be  delivered  or  laid  down,  from  the  said  bridge  of  the  town  of  Staines,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex^  and  from  thence  to  the  said  place  called  Yendall,  alias  Yeenleet* 
towards  the  sea  and  east  and  in  Med  way,  and  in  the  said  port  of  the  City  of 
London,  by  the  mayor  of  the  aforesaid  city  for  the  time  being,  during  the  time  of 
his  mayoralty,  or  by  his  sufficient  deputies,  to  have,  receive,  collect  and  enjoy  all 
and  singular  the  wages,  rewards,  fees  and  profits  whatsoever  to  the  same  office  of 
measuring  belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  use  of  the  said  mayor  and  commonalty 
and  citizens  and  their  successors,  and  be  received  and  taken  up  by  the  mayor  of  the 
aforesaid  city  for  the  time  being  during  the  time  of  his  mayoralty,  or  hb  sufficient 
deputies^  without  the  hindrance  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  of  our  officers, 
bailiffs  or  ministers,  or  of  our  admiral  of  England,  or  of  our  successors,  to  be  made 
to  the  contrary  :  To  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  office,  and  all  and  singular  the 
premises,  with  all  and  singular  wages,  rewards,  fees,  profits  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever  to  the  said  office,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  belonging  or  appertaining, 
to  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  commonalty  and  citizens  and  their  successors  for  ever, 
by  the  mayor  of  the  aforesaid  city  for  the  time  being,  during  the  time  of  his 
mayoralty,  or  his  sufficient  deputies,  to  be  exercised  and  executed,  without  aoy 
account  or  any  other  thing  to  be  rendered  or  made  tliereof  to  us,  our  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors, so  as  no  other  bailiff*  or  conservator  of  the  said  water,  or  measurer  of  coals, 
.  grain,  salt,  apples,  pears,  plumbs,  roots  to  be  eaten,  onions,  or  other  merchandizes 
and  commodities,  or  of  anything  or  things  above  mentioned,  shall  be,  or  shall  in 
anywise  intermeddle  in  the  premises  or  any  of  them/* 

36 11 .  And  their  right  has  always  been  considered  as  established  from  that  time  ? 
— From  that  time ;  ever  since  all  doubt  has  been  removed. 

3612.  The  other  dues  that  have  been  spoken  to  by  a  witness,  the  groundage 
and  water  bailliage,  are  they  also  a  prescriptive  right  ? — ^Yes,  by  ancient  prescrip- 
tive right.  All  wages,  fees,  and  rewards  that  the  City  were  formerly  entitled  to, 
were  confirmed  to  them ;  and  among  those  wages,  fees,  rewards  and  profits,  was 
the  receipt  of  those  certain  sums. 

3613.  Since  the  passing  of  the  present  Act  of  Parliament,  are  you  aware 
whether  disputes  have  frequently  arisen  in  consequence  of  complaints  against  the 
meters  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  disputes. 

3614.  There  has  been  no  litigation  ? — None. 

3615.  In  case  the  Legislature  were  to  prescribe  that  corn,  instead  of  being 
measured,  should  i^  sold  by  weight,  or  that  instead  of  being  sold  by  measure  or 
by  weight  singly,  that  it  should  be  sold  by  measure  and  weight  combined,  that  is 
to  say,  where  returns  are  now  required  by  law  to  be  made,  that  the  weight  per 
bushel  of  the  corn  sold  should  be  stated,  provided  the  dues  of  the  City  of  London 
were  secured  by  a  compensation  in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  been  secured 
upon  coals,  do  you  conceive  that  any  of  those  alterations  would  interfere  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  City  of  London  ? — I  should  think  not ;  if  clauses 
were  introduced  for  preserving  the  City's  rights,  similar  to  those  adopted  in  the 
late  Act  for  the  weighing  instead  of  the  measuring  of  coals,  and  also  for  com- 
pensating the  meters  and  porters. 

3616.  Are  the  City  of  London  apprehensive  of  any,  and  if  so,  of  what  injury 
or  inconvenience,  from  a  change  of  system,  and  does  such  injury  or  inconvenience 
affect  the  rights  of  the  corporation  exclusively,  or  the  general  interests  of  the 
trade  of  London  ? — I  do  not  myself  at  present  see  any  reason  to  apprehend  injury  or 
inconvenience  affecting  the  rights  of  the  corporation  exclusively  from  such  change 
of  system  as  to  corn  and  giain  j  I  am  not,  however,  so  capable  of  judging  how 
far  the  general  interests  of  the  trade  of  London  may  be  affected  by  its  operation. 

3617.  Have  you  anything  else  to  state? — Nothing  elsre  occurs  to  me. 
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Luna^  T  die  Julii^  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Adam  Anderson^  ll.d.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

3618.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — In  the  city  of  Perth.  A.  Anderson,  ll.p. 

3619.  What  is  your  profession  ? — I  am  Rector  of  the  Academy  of  Perth,  an  insti-  ■■ 
tution  at  which  I  deliver  regular  courses,  of  lectures  on  mathematics,  natural  philo-  7  July  1834. 
sophy  and  chemistry.     I  am  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 

and  of  several  other  scientific  institutions,  and  author  of  a  variety  of  treatises  or 
articles  in  the  Edinburgli  Encyclopasdia. 

3620.  What  opportunities  have  you  had  of  becoming  conversant  with  the  mode 
in  which  corn  is  sold  ? — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  that  subject  in  consec]uence 
of  having  been  appointed,  by  the  sheriffs  of  Perthshire,  Forfarshire,  Stirlingshire 
and  Kinross-shire,  to  return  to  them  the  relations  between  the  provincial  measures 
of  those  counties  and  the  new  imperial  measure.  I  wish  to  state^  that  I  was 
deputed  by  the  Agricultural  Association  of  Perthshire  to  give  evidence  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Corn,  as  possessing  a  knowledge  of  their  sentiments 
on  the  subject,  as  well  as  from  being  considered  by  them  able  to  furnish  information 
on  some  points  connected  with  this  inquiry. 

3621.  In  the  course  of  that  investigation,  did  anything  occur  to  you  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  determining  the  commercial  value  of  grain,  whether  by  weight  or  by 
measure? — If  the  object  be  to  determine  the  capacity  of  a  vessel,  it  certainly  can 
be  obtained  with  greater  accuracy  by  weighing  its  contents  of  pure  water  than  by 
any  geometrical  admeasurement ;  and  in  cases  where  matters  are  of  the  same  con- 
stitution, it  is  possible  to  ascertain  their  volume  with  greater  accuracy  by  weight 
^an  by  measure.  That  answer  has  reference  to  it  rather  as  a  physical  question, 
as  a  matter  of  science,  than  as  a  matter  of  commercial  interest.  In  regard  to  grain 
it  is  not  strictly  applicable,  because  grain  is  not  of  tjie  same  constitution  in  different 
counties. 

3622.  Viewing  the  matter  generally,  what  is  your  reason  for  giving  the  preference 
to  weight  rather  than  to  measure? — In  the  case  of  weight  it  is  possible,  with 
a  balance  of  the  ordinary  construction,  to  determine  its  weight  within  ^ly,^  th  part  of 
the  u^hole ;  whereas,  in  the  case  of  measurement,  to  attain  an  equal  degree  of 
accuracy,  such  as  in  the  case  of  a  bushel,  it  would  require  the  depth  to  be 
measured  to  the  1000th  part  of  an  inch,  which  is  a  degree  of  accuracy  that  is 
scarcely  attainable  in  ordinary  transactions. 

3623.  Do  these  reasons  apply,  in  their  full  force,  to  grain? — They  certainly  do 
not ;  grain  is  a  substance  not  of  the  same  uniform  constitution,  the  weight  of 
grain  varying  according  to  the  climate,  situation  and  season  in  which  it  may  have 
been  rearfed. 

3624.  Have  you  made  any  experiments,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  devi- 
ations to  which  measurement  is  liable,  by  different  modes  of  introducing  the  grain 
into  the  measure? — In  endeavouring  to  determine  the  relation  between  the  local 
measures  of  the  counties  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  the  new  imperial  measure, 
one  of  the  modes  I  adopted  was  by  filling  the  vessels  with  pure  water,  and  com- 
paring the  weight  of  their  contents  with  the  weight  of  water  enjoined  by  law  to  be 
contained  in  an  imperial  bushel.  I  found,  however,  that  mode  pf  measurement  was 
inapplicable  to  these  vessels,  in  consequence  of  the  irregularity  of  their  form,  and  the 
decay  which  many  of  them  had  suffered  from  age  and  other  causes ;  I  therefore  had 
Fecoujse  to  wheat  of  a  fine  quality,  by  weighing  the  quantity  contained  in  an  impe- 
rial bushel,  and  the  quantity  contained  by  the  provincial  measures.  In  doing  this 
I  endeavoured  fo  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  deviations  might  go,  by  filling  the 
vessels  with  the  grain  in  different  modes;  when  the  vessel  was  agitated,  I  found 
that  the  condensation  of  the  grain  did  extend,  in  extreme  cases,  to  seven  or  eight 
per  cent. ;  but  that,  when  the  same  manner  of  introducing  the  grain  was  employed, 
the  deviations  seldom  extended  to  two  per  cent. 

0.36.  N  N  2  3625.  Will 
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A.  Anderson,  ll.d,       3625.  Will  you  describe  the  results  you  have  obtained  ? — There  was  another  expe- 

,        riment  I  tried  on  the  same  subject.   I  took  a  cylindrical  glass  tube,  about  45  inches  iu 

7  July  1834.       length  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  having  a  cap  of  brass  at  one  extremity ;  I  filled 

it  loosely  with  grain,  to  the  depth  of  40  inches  j  and,  after  repeated  concussions  of  the 

^  tube  against  the  floor,  I  found  that  the  condensation  never  went  beyond  two  inches, 

being  five  per  cent.  It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  condensation  kk  this  case 
is  not  quite  so  much  as  in  the  case  of  a  bushel.  The  small  size  of  the  tube  might 
prevent  its  going  to  the  same  degree  of  condensation,  the  grain  attaching  itself  to 
the  tube,  and  not  permitting  of  the  same  anangement  which  takes  place  in  a  larger 
vessel,  such  as  a  bushel.  The  condensation,  in  the  case  of  a  bushel,  is  seven  or 
eight  per  cent, ;  and  in  a  tube  it  would  not  go  beyond  five  per  cent  , 

3626.  Have  you  made  any  experiments  upon  the  relation  between  the  enlarge- 
ment of  grain,  and  the  addition  which  it  receives  to  its  weight  from  the  influ- 
ence of  atmospheric  vapour  ? — I  have  j  and  I  will  state  the  result  of  these  expe- 
riments. To  determine  that  point  I  took  2,385  |  grains  of  good  wheat,  which 
had  been  previously  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  when  the  temperature  of  the  air 
was  62^  and  that  of  the  thermometer,  covered  with  moistened  tissue  paper,  was 
55^  which  indicated  that  the  air  was  about  in  its  mean  state  of  humidity,  and  having 
poured  it  into  a  cylindrical  glass  tube  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  it  occupied,  after 
consolidation,  the  length  of  40  inches.  It  was  then  poured  into  a  flat  vessel, 
and  placed  under  a  glass  receiver,  where  it  was  exposed  to  air  perfectly  damp  for 
24  hours.  It  was  found  to  have  imbibied  88  grains  of  moisture ;  whilst  its  bulk, 
when  it  was  replaced  in  the  tube  and  consolidated  as  before,  had  increased  firoin 
40  to  41.775  inches.  The  increase  was  accordingly  jlfy^  or  about  3  i  percent., 
and  the  enlargement  of  bulk  ^'JJ*,  or  about  4  J  per  cent.  The  bulk  had  therefore 
increased  more  than  the  weight,  a  result  which  might  have  been  anticipated 
from  the  fact  that  the  specific  gravity  of  wheat  exceeds  that  of  water ;  and  that 
consequently  the  absorption  of  that  fluid  must  lender  the  damp  grain  specifically 
lighter.  A  corresponding  result  was  obtained  by  subjecting  a  portion  of  wheat  txy 
a  process  of  desiccation,  by  placing  it  under  an  exhausted  receiver  with  ^pharic 
acid,  when  the  loss  of  weight  was  about  one  per  cent,  and  the  contraction  one  and 
a  half.  I  may  explain  that  the  influence  of  moisture  upon  hygrometric  substances 
depends  not  upon  tlie  absolute  quantity  of  moisture  contained  in  the  air^  but  its 
relative  quantity  i  so  that  grain  may  be  as  much  afiected  when  there  is  very  little 
moisture  in  the  air,  in  winter  for  example,  as  in  summer,  when  there  b  p^iiaps^ 
double  the  quantity. 

3627.  Have  you  anything  more  to  add  to  that? — I  would  only  add,  as  a  matter 
of  a  scientific  nature,  that  ^l  substances  caUed  hygrometric,  which  imbibe  moisture 
from  the  atmosphere,  are  affected  by  the  relative  state  of  the  vapour  in  the  atmos* 
phere,  and  not  by  the  absolute  quantity  of  moisture  it  contains. 

3628.  What  do  you  understand  by  specific  gravity? — The  term  specific  gravity 
is  used  by  men  of  scieiKe  to  express  the  relative  weights  of  equal  bulks  or  volumes 
of  the  various  sorts  of  matter. 

3629.  Then  before  it  can  be  determined  in  any  case,  the  bulk  as  well  as  the 
weight  of  any  body  must  be  known  ? — Always. 

3630.  How  can  the  specific  gravity  of  grain  be  best  ascertained? — In  conse- 
quence of  the  grain  being  in  a  state  of  separation  in  its  parts,  with  considerable 
intervening  vacuities,  the  specific  gravity  could  not  be  determined  by  taking  the 
weight  of  a  certain  quantity  of  grain,  in  reference  to  the  weight  of  an  equal  volume 
of  water,  there  being  those  vacuities  in  the  case  of  grain  which  do  not  exist  in  the 
case  of  water ;  and,  therefore,  in  determining  the  specific  gravity  of  grain,  methods 
must  be  employed  to  obviate  that  difficulty.  To  determine  the  specific  gravity 
of  wheat  or  of  any  other  grain,  a  glass  tube  might  be  filled  with  the  grain,  and  the 
vacuities  filled  with  mercury.  By  thus  filling  the  tube  with  mercury,  and  weighing  its 
contents,  after  weighing  the  (quantity  of  mercury  introduced  among  the  grain,  it  might 
be  possible,  with  a  little  calculation,  to  determine  its  exact  specific  gravity.  If  the 
weight  of  an  imperial  bushel  of  water  were  compared  ivith  the  weight  of  the  quan- 
tity of  grain  contained  in  that  vessel,  it  might  appear  that  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  grain  was  less  than  that  of  the  water,  in  consequence  of  the  vacuities  amon^ 
the  grain,  although  it  is  well  known  that  the  specific  gravity  of  grain  exceeds  that  m 
water. 

3631.  What  is  the  precise  difference  between  weight  and  specific  gravity? — The 
weight  of  terrestrial  matter  is  that  quality  of  it  which  is  the  result  of  the  earth's 
attraction.     The  term  is  applied  without  the  smallest  relation  to  the  bulk  of  the 

body  ; 
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body;  and  the  degree  in  which  it  is  possessed  is  determined  by  means  o£  the  A*AndersonfhL.i>* 
balance ;  it  being  assumed  in  scienfific  researches,  as  well  as  in  commercial  trans-  ' 

actions,  that  when  the  beam  of  a  balance  is  in  a  state  of  equilibrium^  the  weight  of  7  July  1B34. 
the  bodies  in  the  two  scales  are  equaL  On  the  other  hand,  the  specific  gravities 
of  bodies  express  the  ratio  of  their  weights  and  their  volumes ;  those  weights  and 
volumes,  in  different  cases»  being  expressed  in  the  same  denomination  of  weight, 
and  the  same  denomination  6f  volume  (ur  bulk.  Thus  a  pound  of  lead  and  a  pound 
of  cork  are  the  same  in  weight,  but  the  same  bulk  of  each  would  posses  very  dif« 
ferent  weights. 

3633.  Are  not  measure  and  weight  sometimes  applied  indifferently  to  bodies,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  matter  which  they  contain  ? — The  term 
measure^  though  generally  applied  in  common  use  to  the  attributes  of  extension^ 
viz.  lineSf  mrfiice$y  angles^  solids  or  volume^  may  certainly  be  predicated  of  weighty 
and  indeed  of  any  measurable  quantity  whatever ;  and  my  idea  is,  that  neither  the 
measure  of  volume  nor  the  measure  of  weight,  though  they  may  be  applied  sepa*^ 
rately  to  known  bodies  to  determine  the  quantity  of  matter  which  they  contain, 
can  be  used  disjunctively  to  bodies  in  general  for  the  same  purpose :  thus,  a  pound 
of  gold,  or  a  cubic  foot  of  gold,  would  each  be  perfectly  sufficient  to  indicate  a  pre* 
cise  quantity  of  that  metal,  because  the  term  gold  is  a  substance  of  known  speci&: 
gravity;  but  if  a  traveller  stated,  that  in  a  certain  region  be  picked  up  a  substance 
which  weighed  three  pounds^  no  idea  whatever  could  be  formed  of  its  nature, 
whether  it  belonged  to  this  or  that  class  of  substances* 

3633.  Judging  from  the  results  of  your  experiments,  is  a  corn  seller  under  any 
temptation  to  moisten  his  graip  before  bringing  it  to  market  ? — He  might  be  under 
a  temptation  to  do  so  if  its  comniercial  value  were  ascertained  by  weight  alone^ 
without  a  reference  to  measure ;  but  if  both  the  weight  of  the  grain  and  its  bulk 
be  taken  into  consideration,  he  could  have  no  inducement  to  do  so,  because  the 
value  of  the  grain  increases  in  a  faster  ratio  than  its  specific  gravity*  I  may  give 
an  illustration  of  that  in  the  case  of  barley.  I  find  the  dealers  in  grain  would  readily 
give  1^.  per  quarter  more  for  barley  exceeding  55  lbs*  per  bushel,  that  is  i-55th 
part  of  the  weight  If  the  price  be  at  27^.  6^*  per  quarter,  1^.  would  be  2-55th 
parts  of  the  price,  so  that  1*55 th  in  the  change  of  the  weight  will  make  a  differ- 
ence of  2-55ths  in  the  price,  and,  therefore,  the  value  increases  in  a  faster  ratio 
than  the  specific  gravity  of  the  grain ;  but  the  effect  of  moisture  is  to  diminish  its 
specific  gravity,  and,  therefore,  to  diminish  still  more  the  relative  value  of  the  grain. 

3634.  Have  you  made  any  experiments  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  srain 
may  be  effected  by  atmospheric  humidity? — Yes;  for  that  purpose  I  took  mree 
parceb  of  good  wheat  produced  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  each  weighing  150  grains, 
which  I  shall  distinguish  from  one  another  by  the  designations  of  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3. 
The  two  first  were  the  produce  of  crop  1832  j  No.  1  haying  been  threshed  in 
January,  and  No.  2  in  April,  1834.  No.  3  was  of  crop  1833,  and  was 
threshed  in  March  1834.  Each  of  these  parcels,  with  an  equal  weight  of  bran, 
having  been  placed  in  small,  cups,  under  an  exhausted  receiver,  containins  sul* 
phuric  acid  in  a  large  flat  dish,  was  allowed  to  be  exposed  to  that  process  of  desic-  ' 
cation  for  48  hours.  When  then  examined,  No.  1  had  lost  by  evaporation  11.5 
grains;  No.  2,  8.75  grains;  No.  3.  10.25  grains}  the  bran  i6.2  grains.  On  the 
other  hand,  to  determme  what  quantity  of  moisture  is  absorbed  by  wheat  in  an  at^ 
mosphere  perfectly  damp,  2,000  grains  of  the  wheat  No*  1,  were  placed  in  a  flat 
vessel  under  a  receiver,  over  water,  and  examined  at  intervals.  In  40  hours  they 
had  gained  14.5  grains;  in  64  hours,  32.5  ;  in  70,  35.  However,  in  the  same 
time,  in  70  hours,  150  grains  would  have  gained  2.625  grains ;  and  as  equal  por* 
tions  of  the  same  grain  lost  by  evaporation  under  an  exhausted  receiver  1 1.5  grains, 
the  extreme  range  between  perfect  dampness  and  absolute  dryness  may  be  stated 
to  be  14.125,  or  about  10  per  cent. 

Three  hundred  grains  of  bran  exposed  in  a  similar  manner  gained,  in  an  equal 
interval  of  time  35.5  grains,  being  17.75  grains  for  150  of  bran ;  and  as  that  weight 
of  bran  lost  by  evaporation  under  an  exlutusted  receiver,  16.2,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  150 — 16.2  or  133.8  grains  of  the  bran,  in  passing  from  perfect  dryness  to  per- 
fect dampness,  would  become  150+17.75,  or  167.75  grains,  being  33.95  to  133.8, 
or  about  25  per  cent. 

From  these  experiments  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  skin  or  husk  of  wheat  is 
more  affected  in  weight  through  the  influence  of  atmospheric  vapour ;  that  the 
fecula,  gluten,  and  other  nutritious  parts  of  the  grain,  and  hence  the  weight  of  grain, 
taken  without  regard  to  bulk,  is  not  a  fair  criterion  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  grain. 

0.36.  N  N  3  3635.  You 
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A  AndcrsoHf  ll.j>.  S^SS-  You  have  Stated  that  you  made  those  experiments  with  wheat  prodaced 
— — — —  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie ;  is  that  the  richest  agricultural  district  in  Scotland  ? — 
7  July  1834.  The  Carse  of  Gowrie  is  a  rich  alluvial  soil  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tay,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  fertile  districts  in  Scotland.  It  is  about  20  miles  in 
extent,  and  five  or  six  miles  in  breadth ;  it  is  greater  in  some  places,  but  the  average 
breaddi  is  about  five  or  six  miles.  The  farmers  are  wealthy  and  intelligent  men, 
and,  of  course,  cultivation  is  carried  on  in  that  district  on  the  most  improved 
principles.  * 

3636..  The  results  you  have  described  refer  to  the  cases  of  dryness  and  humi- 
dity ;  can  you  inform  the  Committee  what  changes  might  take  place  in  weight  of 
grain  from  the  ordinary  changes  in  the  hygrometric  state  of  the  atmosphere  ? — As 
the  atmosphere  in  its  ordinary  state  contains  about  three-fourths  of  the  quanti^  of 
moisture  it  is  capable  of  holdmg  in  solution,  in  the  vaporous  form,  at  the  tempe* 
rature  it  may  possess ;  and  as  it  rarely  contains  less,  than  one-fourth  of  that  quantity, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the,  changes  of  weight  which  wheat  would  suffer  by  vari- 
ations in  the  atmospheric  humidity  might  range  from  five  to  eight  per  cent. 

3637.  In  what  time  might  those  changes  takes  place  ? — Sometimes  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  but  much  would  depend  upon  the  age  of  the  grain  and  the  conditbn 
of  the  atmosphere.  If  great  humidity  were  to  succeed  to  a  very  dry  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  a  considerable  effect  might  be  produced  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
particularly  if  the  grain  had  free  access  to  the  atmosphere.  I  may  mention,  that 
hygrometric  substances,  f .  e.  substances  which  imbibe  moisture  from  the  atmosphere, 
are  all  liable  to  lose  that  property  in  the  course  of  time,  so  that  grain  which  has 
been  kept  for  some  years  becomes  gradually  less  and  less  affected  by  atmospheric 
vapour. 

3638.  What  is  the  reason  that  certain  substances,  after  having  the  property  of 
absorbing  moisture,  afterwards  lose  the  power  of  doing  so? — It  must  arise  from 
some  change  in  their  organic  condition,  produced  by  causes  which  we  are  unable 
to  ascertain ;  we  cart  only  observe  the  effect.  In  the  case  of  wood,  we  expose  it 
to  the  atmosphere  to  be  seasoned,  and  after  it  has  undergone  a  sufficient  contraction, 
it  is  very  slightly  affected  by  moisture.     It  is  a  physical  change  which  takes  place 

,  in  the  condition  of  the  substance,  and  we  can  only  observe  the  effect,  without 
being  able  fully  to  explain  the  cause.  The  human  hair  is  a  substance  which  retains 
that  property  a  very  long  time,  and  is  therefore  used  in  the  construction  of  hygro- 
meters. Whalebone  has  also  the  quality  of  retaining  it  a  long  time ;  but  none, 
except  substances  of  a  chemical  nature,  such  as  salts  and  sulphuric  acid,  retain  it 
always.  Their  constitution  is  not  affected  by  that  change,  but  all  organic  substances, 
of  whatever  desa*iption,  animal  or  vegetable,  gradually  lose  that  property,  some  in 
a  longer  and  some  in  a  shorter  time. 

3639.  Would  grain  that  had  lost  the  power  of  absorbing  moisture,  be  necessarily 

deteriorated  in  quality  ? — Probably  it  might }  I  cannot  speak  from  actual  experience 

whether  flour  yielded  from  grain  which  may  have  been  kept  for  any  length  of  time, 

^if  it  has  been  kept  dry,  suffers  materially  in  quality.     The  probability  is,  that  it 

does  suffer,  and  is  less  fit  for  an  article  of  food. 

3640.  After  what  you  have  stated,  are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to 
sell  grain  by  weight  than  by  measure  ? — By  no  means  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  a  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  grain  can  only  be  obtained  when  both 
weight  and  measure  are  duly  taken  into  account. 

3641.  Does  the  intrinsic  value  of  grain  depend  upon  its  weight? — In  general  it 
does,  when  the  grain  is  from  the  same  soil  and  climate.  But  if  it  be  from  different 
soils  and  situations,  the  value  cannot  be  inferred  from  the  weight,  the  quantity  of 
nutritious  matter  bearing  a  higher  ratio  to  the  bran  in  some  grains  than  in  otiiers. 

3642.  Have  you  any  documents  to  illustrate  that  statement  ? — ^Yes ;  I  have  in 
my  possession  a  table,  which  I  have  drawn  up  from  authentic  data  I  obtained  from 
the  Bread  societies  in  Perth,  wliich  buy  their  wheat  and  afterwards  grind  it  for  their 
own  use  into  flour.  The  wheat  was  ground  at  four  different  mills  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  that  city.  The  measure  of  the  grain  is  stated  in  Perth  bolls,  which  do  not 
differ  according  to  actual  practice  from  half  an  imperial  quarter. 

3643.  Does  it  appear  by  that  table  that  the  value  of  the  gi-ain  is  in  proportion 
to  its  weight? — Not  exactly  so ;  but  the  result  corresponds  so  nearly  with  that  sup- 
position, that  it  may  be  regarded  as  affording  a  good  general  rule  forjudging  of  the 
quality  of  grain. 

[The  following  Table,  showing  the  quantity  of  flour,  bran,  &c.  yielded  from  10a 
Perthshire  bolls,  or  50  imperial  quarters  of  wheat,  was  handed  in.] 
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>otai 

Weight  of 

Weight  of 

Weight 

Flour 

Flour  that 

bee  wbera  Ground. 

Date  wl^n 
Ground. 

Weight  of 
Wh<^at 

Imperial 

FLOUR, 

• 

Bran. 

Dost 

Loss. 

of  all  Sorts 
yielded 

each  should 

have^ielded 

according 

to  that 

in  Stonea 

from 

ofl41bf. 

Measure. 

1st  Sort. 

JdSort. 

3d  Sort. 

100  St.  of 
Wheat. 

yielded  by 

the  heaviest 

Grain. 

1B34: 

It.     Ib$. 

Of.  dec. 

it.     Ibt. 

it.       Ibi. 

it.     Ibi. 

it.      Ibi. 

It.      ibi. 

it. 

Ibi, 

it.     Un. 

St.     tbi. 

Ihousie  Mills   • 

Jan.  24 

1,750  0 

61.25 

1,063    0 

267    0 

99    0 

161     6 

127     7 

33 

1 

80    u 

80  I3A 

Ditto 

May  26 

1,760  oi 

6l.6i 

1,085   10 

271     6 

91    9i 

144    6J 

134  10 

33 

2 

82  4. 

81      3^ 

ithven  Milk     - 

Jan.  10 

1,742  la 

61.00 

1,060    0 

2G5  12 

102    7 

144    0 

140    6 

30 

1 

81  138 

80    5A 

Ditto 

April  25 

1,728  a 

60.50 

1,054    4 

262    2 

101    12' 

168    8 

no    3 

31 

7 

82    oA 

78    oT 

rth  Mills 

Jan.  29 

J.739  9 

60.54 

1,062    8 

350    7 

88    71 

137    6 

153  13 

37 

84 

81    oA 

78    9 

Ditto 

April  30 

1.740  4 

60.91 

1,033  10 

255    9 

112      7 

160  I3i 

143  loJ 

33 

10 

80     2X 

80    7 

tcaim  Mills 

Maj  1 

1.736  4 

60.77 

1,108    9 

221     7 

83    5 

296  lOincladbgdust 

26 

1 

81    5A 

80    4i 

Ditto      .- 

-     10 

1,778  8 

62.25 

1,150    5 

341    9 

65    6 

383    5 

ditto 

31 

11 

82     3f 

83     3i 

Means 

1.745  11 

61.10 

1,078  oj 

254    6J 

93     ij 

- 

• 

31 

12 

81    9i 

- 

On  reference  to  that  Table,  while  the  mean  result  is  that  100  stone  of  wheat  yield 

81  St.  9  i  lbs.  of  flour  of  all  sorts,  the  least  return  is  80  st.  1  J  lbs.,  and  the  greatest 

82  St.  4  J  lbs.     At  the  same  time  it  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  while  tlie  lightest 
wheat  of  the  parcels  yielded  upwards  of  82  St.,  the  heaviest  yielded  little  more, 
weight  for  weight.     The  flour  ground  at  the  different  mills  was  manufactured  in   .         . 
the  usual  way.     Perhaps  the  result  is  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  if  peculiar 

care  had  been  taken  in  the  process. 

3644.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  that  circumstance  ?-*— To  the  fact  known  to  the 
farmers,  that  wheat  raised  on  a  sandy  loam,  though  inferior  in  weight  to  wheat 
reared  in  a  strong  clay,  yields  a  larger  proportion  of  flour. 

3645.  Are  you  of  opinion  then,  that  without  a  knowledge  of  the  weight  of  the 
•grain,  in  reference  to  measure,  it  would  be  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  its 

value  ? — Precisely  so ;  when  the  weight  of  the  imperial  bushel  is  knowii,  the  corn- 
factor  can  acquire  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  state  of  the  markets*  Thus,  if  wheat 
were  quoted  at  62  J  lbs.  per  bushel,  or  500  lbs.  per  quarter,  he  would  know  within 
narrow  limits  the  weight  of  flour  it  would  yield ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  were 
stated  that  500  lbs.  of  wheat  were  sold  for  a  cert^n  sum,  no  means  would  be 
afforded  of  ascertaining  its  quality- 

3646.  Do  you  know  the  sentiments  of  the  farmers  and  corn-factors  in  Perthshire 
and  the  adjoining  counties  of  Scotland  on  this  subject? — I  have  conversed  with 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  farmers  and  corn-factoi*s  in  these  districts,  and  they 
are  decidedly  of  opinion  tliat  grain  should  be  sold  by  the  imperial*  quarter,  the 
parties  judging  of  the  quality  by  its  weight. 

3647.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing,  by  actual  experience,  the  mode  of  selling 
grain  in  Perthshire  ? — I  have.  Soon  after  the  Bill  for  equalizing  the  weights  and 
measures  of  the  kingdom  was  passed,  I  was  appointed  one  of  the  jury  for  deter- 
mining what  are  called  in  Scotland  the  fiar  prices  of  grain,  in  order  that  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  relations  between  the  new  and  old  measures^  I  might  aid 
the  jury  in  their  conversions  from  the  one  system  to  the  other.     I  was  twice  on  the 

3648.  How  are  the  fiar  prices  fixed? — A  jury  of  15  individuals,  composed  of 
country  gentlemen,  intelligent  farmers  and  corn-dealers,  is  summoned  by  the  sheriflT 
to  appear  at  the  county  town  of  the  shire,  soon  after  Candlemas.  Before  this  jury, 
witnesses  who  can  give  evidence  respecting  the  prices  of  grain,  are  cited  to  appear 
from  different  parts  of  the  county,  and  examined  on  oath  respecting  their  sales  and 
purchases,  'with  their  respective  prices.  The  value  of  each  parcel  of  grain  is  com- 
puted separately ;  and  the  amounts  of  the  several  sales  being  divided  by  their 
respective  quantities,  the  results  are  termed  the  fiar  prices. 

3649.  What  proportion  did  the  grain  sold  by  the  imperial  measure  bear  to  that 
sold  by  the  provincial  measure  ? — They  were  about  equal. 

3650.  Did  you  find  the  imperial  measure  more  generally  adopted  the  second 
time  you  came  upon  the  jury? — ^The  second  time  the  imperial  measure -seemed 
to  have  come  into  extensive  use,  most  of  the  sales  being  reported  in  the  imperial 
quarter. 

0.36.  N  N  4  3651.    Is 
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A.  JnderstmthLj>.  3^5 1.  Is  the  imperial  measure  now  in  general  use  in  Perthshire  ? — It  is,  as  well 
—- — — .  as  in  the  adjoining  counties  of  Forfar  and  Fife.  The  only  species  of  grain  in  which 
7  Jaly  i8a4*      a  disposition  is  shown  to  sell  by  the  old  boll  is  oats. 

3652*  Why  is  preference  ^iven  to  the  old  measure  in  the  case  of  that  grain  ?— 
Because  a  boll  of  oats,  which  is  equal  to  about  5  ^  busheb,  generally  yields  a 
nominal  boll  of  meal,  or  140  lbs.  imperial,  and  in  that  way  they  can  judge  better  of 
the  return  of  meal  from  the  quantity  of  oats  they  send  to  the  mill. 

3653.  What  are  the  capacities  of  the  wheat  boll  and  the  barley  boll? — ^The 
wheat  boll  is  enjoined^  by  a  statute  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  passed  jn  the  year 
1 61 8,  to  contain  four  iirlots,  each  firlot  containing  2 1  ^  measures  of  the  Stiriing  jug ; 
and  the  barley  boll,  by  which  barley,  malt  and  oats  are  sold,  is  enjoined,  by  the 
same  statute,  to  contain  four  firiots,  each  containing  31  measures  of  the  same  vesseL 
As  the  Stiriing  jug  was  found,  by  my  measurement,  to  contain  26286.41  grains  of 
distilled  water,  at  the  temperature  of  62^  of  Fahrenheit,  when  weighed  with  brass 
weights,  and  the  barometer  was  at  30  inches,  the  wheat  firlot  ought  to  contain 
558586.2  grains  of  water ;  and  as  the  imperial  bushel  is  enjoined  to  contaia 
560,000  grains  of  water,  it  appears  that  the  capadty  of  the  wheat  firlot  is  to  that 
of  the  imperial  bushel  as  .997475  to  unity ;  also,  that  the  capacity  of  the  barley 
firiot  is  to  that  of  the  imperial  bushel  as  1.45514  to  unity* 

3654.  Are  any  inconveniences  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of  the  vendors  of 
meal,  potatoes,  &c.  being  allowed  to  sell,  at  pleasure,  by  the  old  or  the  new  weights 
and  measures? — Those  inconveniences  are  very  much  complained  of,  and  felt  as 
a  great  evil,  which  is  chiefly  experienced  by  the  poorer  classes  of  society,  whose 
interest  it  is  the  duty  of  every  enlightened  government  to  protect.  I  may  state 
as  an  illustration  of  this,  that  oatmeal,  which  was  formerly  sold  by  a  peck  01  8  lbs. 
Dutch,  or  8  lbs.  1 2  oz.  imperial  avoirdupois,  is  now  frequently  sold  by  a  fictitious 
peck  of  7  lbs.,  or  half  a  stone  imperial.  In  like  manner,  a  peck  of  potatoes,  which 
was  formerly  32  lbs.  Dutch,  or  35  lbs.  imperial,  is  often  now  28  lbs.»  or  quarter  of  a 
cwt,  being  a  deficiency  of  one-fifth.  The  inconveaience,  in  fact,  consists  in 
imposing  fictitious  names,  which  are  tiot  recognized  by  the  imperial  weights  or 
measures. 

3655.  Did  you  measure  the  capacity  of  the  Stirling  jug? — I  did,  on  two  oc»- 
sioDs,  and  with  the  most  scrupulous  care.  I  mentioned  that  my  measurement 
deviated  a  little,  in  the  results,  from  the  measurement  made  by  some  persons 
employed  in  other  places  to  ascertain  its  capacity ;  and  the  metliod  I  employed  for 
that  measurement  diflfered  essentially  from  the  methods  they  employed.  The 
method  generally  employed  by  the  persons  alluded  to  was,  by  placing  the  vessel  in 
one  of  the  scales  of  a  balance,  and  filling  it  with  water,  until  the  fluid  oune  in  con* 
tact  with  a  plate  of  ground-glass  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  vessel ;  and  as  the 
mouth  of  the  vessel  is  not  exactly  on  the  same  plane,  I  consider  that  this  method  of 
determining  its  capacity  must  give  too  great  a  result,  in  consequence  of  the  adhesioQ 
whiqh  takes  place  between  the  plate  of  glass  and  the  water,  so  that  the  fluid  is  kept 
elevated  above  the  mouth  of  the  vessel.  According  to  my  measurement,  the  Stir- 
ling jug  contained  26286.41  grains,  as  previously  stated;  whereas,  according  to  the 
measurement  of  the  persons  employed  at  Edinburgh,  it  contained  26306.98  grains 
of  water,  making  a  difference  of  one  part  in  1 279. 

3656.  For  converting  the  Winchester  into  the  Imperial  bushel,  the  rule  given  to 
the  inspectors  is,  that  they  shall  deduct  one  part  in  33,  or  add  one  part  in  32 :  it 
has  been  asserted,  that  no  more  correct  mode  of  ascertaining  the  difference  could 
be  adopted  without  the  employment  of  decimals ;  are  you  of  that  opinion? — ^No; 
I  consider  it  a  very  erroneous  one;  as  a  variety  of  modes  of  conversion  may  be 
given  without  having  recourse  to  decimab. 

Thus:  a  nearer  ratio  than     -        -  -      32  to    33 

Is  that  of-        -        r        -  -QStOQS 

Or    -----  -    127  to  131 

Or -    349  to  360 

I  shall  give  illustrations  of  the  degree  of  approximation  to  perfect  exactness  which 
is  furnished  by  each  of  these  numbers  : 


ist  32  Imperial 
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1st.  32  Imperial  bushels  are  nearly  equal  to  j^  Andenon  ll.d. 

33  Winchester  bushels.  *  ^     * 

CMe  Indvst.  Cubic  Inches.  7  July  1 834. 

Imperial  bushel  =32218.19  Winchester  bushel  3532150.42 

32  33 

443638  645126 

665457  645126 


70982.08  70963.86 

70963.86 

18.22 
The  deviation  is  18.22  in  70981.08,  or  1  in  3896. 

2d.  95  Imperial  bushels  are  nearly  equal  to 
98  Winchester  bushels. 

Cvbic  Inchn.  Cubic  Inelm. 

Imperial  bushel »»  221 8.19  Winchester  bushel  »■  215042 

95  98 

1109095  1720336 

1996371  1935378 

210728.05  210741.16 

210728.05 


The  deviation  is  13.11  in  210728.05,  or  i  in  16074. 

3d.  127  Imperial  bushels  are  nearly  equal  to 
131  Winchester  bushels. 


13-11 


CMcIwAm. 

Imperial  bushel  — 2218.19 
127 

Winchester  bushel 

Cubiclndi€9. 
-=  2^50.42 

131 

155«733 
2661828 

215042 

645126 

0 1  a\A  A 

281710.13 
281705.02 

215042 

281705.02 

511 

The  deviation  is  5.11  in  281710.13,  or  1  in  55129. 

4th.  349  Imperial  bushels  are  nearly  equal  to 
360  Winchester  bushels. 

Cvbie  Incke$.  Cubic  Inckct. 

Imperial  bushels- 2218.19  Winchester  bushel  =s  2150.^2 

349  360 


1996371  12902520 

887276  645126 

665457  ,  

— = 774i6i*20 

774148.31  774148.31 

2.89 
The  deviation  is  2.89  in  774148.31  or  1  in  267872. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  various  modes  of  reduction  might  be  used  for  convert- 
ing Winchester  into  Imperial  bushels,  without  having  recourse  to  decimal  fractions. 
I  have  deduced  these  methods  from  the  property  of  what  mathematicians  call 
**  converging  fractions ;"  a  method  of  expressing  the  relations  between  the  weights 
and  measures  of  different  countries,  which  is  too  little  known  to  men  of  business. 

3657.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  difference  between  mean  and  average, 
as  applied  to  the  weight,  the  price,  and  the  value  of  corn?— The  terms,  mean  and 
average,  are  sometimes  used  indifferently,  the  one  for  the  other,  and  in  some  cases 
they  may  be  the  same,  but  for  the  most  part  they*  differ.  The  mean,  I  conceive, 
may  be  applied  to  any  of  them  individually,  without  regarding  its  relation  to  the 
others;  but  the  average  has  reference  to  two  of  them  conjointly.    Thus,  if  I  pur- 

0.36,  o  0  chased 
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A.  Anderson^  luv.  chased  50  quarters  of  wheat  at  60  s^  and  60  quarters  at  70  ^.,  the  mean  price 

' L-       would  be  65  s.;  but  the  average  price  would  be  found  by  valuing  each  quantity, 

7  July  i«;34.  and  then  divkfing  the  sum  of  the  values  by  the  whole  quantity.  This  would  give 
the  average  price  ^^^^^=  n?™  ^5  ^«  5  ^  d.  If  the  grain  were  sold  again  at  the 
mean  price  in  the  case  alluded  to,  it  would  not  bring  back  the  actual  value.  A  ques- 
tion is  proposed  to  tyros  in  algebra,  which  will  illustrate  this :  a  woman  purchased  a 
certain  quantity  of  oranges  at  two  for  1  rf.,  and  an  equal  number  at  three  for  1  rf.,  and 
she  sold  them.ag^in  at  five  for  2^.,  but  in  place  of  getting  back  her  money  she  found 
she  had  lost  6  a.  The  solution  of  that  question  is  to  be  found  in  the  difference 
between  mean  and  average  price.  The  mean  average  is  the  mean  of  a  number  of 
averages,  deduced  by  dividing  their  sum  by  their  number.  It  may  differ  con- 
siderably from  the  true  average  res^ckig  from  dividing  the  whole  value  by  the 
whole  measure.  I  conceive  the  difference  between  value  and  price  to  be  of  a  com- 
mercial nature ;  a  man  may  buy  an  article  below  it^  intrinsic  value  by  some  for- 
tunate arrangement,  but  the  price  is  the  market  value,  and  the  intrinsic  value  may 
be  different. 

3658.  How  are  the  quotations  of  the  prices  of  grain  made  in  Perth  ? — ^They  are 
commonly  made  up  by  the  editors  of  the  newspapers,,  from  the  best  information  they 
can  obtain  from  farmers  and  dealers  in  grain  ;  diey  are  generally  pretty  correct 
but  they  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  of  an  authentic  character. 

3659.  Might  they  be  rendered  more  useful  to  buyers  and  sellers  of  grain? — Cer- 
tainly they  might,  by  combining  more  invariably  than  has  yet  been  done  the  price 
per  quarter  with  the  weight  of  a  bushel  of  the  grain ;  and  both  the  farmers  and  the 
corn-factdts  ia  Perthshire  are  anxious  to  see  this  established  universally. 

3660.  Do  you  coBiider  that  the  fiar  prices  are  accurate  prices  of  grain,  and  are 
fairly  taken  in  Perthshire? — I  believe  a  regular  return  of  them  is  made  by  the  sheriff 
of  the  county,  and  I  ttnofc  they  are  made  with  very  great  accuracy.  A  fair  average 
is  taken  by  the  method  I  have  described ;  taking  the  value  separately  at  the  several 
prices,  the  whde  amount  being  divided  by  the  amoufit  of  the  quantities  as  respects 
each  kind  of  grain. 

366 1 .  The  total  quantity  of  grain  sold  in  each  county  ? — Yes,  sold  by  the  different 
witnesses  who  appear  before  the  jury.  Perhaps  there  may  be  40  or  50  different 
sales,  embracing  a  considerable  number  of  transactioiis  at  various  periods  of  the 
year,  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  bolls  or  quarters ;  so  that  as  the  witnesses  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  county,  the  result  may  be  considered  as  affording  a  very  fair 
average  of  the  price  of  grain  in  the  county. 

3662.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  witnesses  to  make  returns  of  the  quan- 
tity ? — ^None  whatever  ;  they  have  not  the  least  scruple  in  doing  so. 

3663.  Are  the  expenses  of  witnesses  who  come  to  the  sheriff's  court  paid  ? — 
I  believe  they  are  not  paid  now  ;  it  has  been  proposed  that  they  should  be  paid. 

3664.  Do  the  witnesses  state  the  weight,  as  well  as  the  measurement,  of  the  com 
which  they  sell  ? — They  do  not ;  they  merely  bring  fgNrward  the  quantity.  It  is 
always  considered  to  be  of  the  best  quality,  as  all  inferior  grains  are  rejected. 

3665.  Then,  as  only  the  best  quality  of  grain  m  admitted  for  the  purpose  of 
striking  the  fiars,  there  would  be  no  advantage  in  having  the  weight  per  measure? — 
Yes,  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  having  the  weight ;  they  could  judge  more 
distinctly  of  the  actual  value. 

3666.  Has  it  ever  been  proposed  that  they  should  state  the  weight  ? — It  is  the 
wish  of  the  farmers  that  it  should  be  done }  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever 
been  proposed  in  a  specific  way. 

3667.  Are  any  returns  made  of  them  to  the  comptroller  in  London? — I  under- 
stand that  a  regular  return  is  made  of  tlie  fiar  prices  by  tlie  sheriff  of  the  county 
or  his  substitute. 

3668.  Are  the  witnesses  taken  from  the  buyers  or  the  sellers  of  corn  ? — Both  buy- 
ers and  sellers,  and  sometimes  a  difficulty  is  experienced  in  determining  whether  the 
same  grain  has  not  been  recorded  twice,  for  the  same  grain  may  have  been  sold  to 
one  of  the  witnesses  who  was  present,  and  bought  by  another ;  but  the  jury  always 
endeavour  to  separate  the  quantities,  in  order  that  they  may  not  have  any  undue 
influence  on  the  result,  particularly  to  prevent  the  admission  of  the  same  quantity, 
being  as  it  were  twice  sold. 

3069.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  you  consider,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  fiar 
prices  are  fairly  taken  ? — I  have  conversed  with  intelligent  corn-dealers,  and  their 
opinion  is,  that  the  fiars  in  the  different  counties  of  Scotland  for  the  last  three  years 
afford  a  very  fair  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  market 

^    3670,  Why 

Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  283 

3670,  Why  only  for  the  last  three  years? — The  orops  have  been  tolerably  steady  a.  Anderson,  ll.d. 
for  the  last  three  years,  being  pretty  much  of  the  same  character.  „..*.-_— 

3G7K  Then  your  aDswer  apf^ies  rathar  to  the  tftate  of  the  crops  than  to  the  mode      7  ^^uly  1834. 
of  taking  ^ae  mn  ? — ^Perhaps  it  may.  Tbe  price  has  been  less  disturbed  by  fiureiga 
grain  in  these  years* 

3673.  Has  any  imfnroTement  been  introduoed  of  late  years  in  the  mode  of  taking 
the  fiars  ? — Formerly  it  was  the  practice  in  some  counties  to  take  merely  the  mean 
of  the  jnrices,  but  now  the  general  practice  is  to  t^e  the  Average  prices.  They 
bad  been  induced  to  take  t^  mean  prices,  because  it  saved  them  a  great  deal  (k 
calculation* 

3673.  Before  the  last  three  years^  was  the  mode  of  takiqg  the  fiars  ever  com- 
plained of? — I  never  heard  any  complaints  of  the  lotv  state  of  the  fiars,  except  by 
the  clergy,  whose  stipends  are  plud  by  the  fiars ;  and  of  course,  as  idiey  would 
natarally  like  them  to  be  high,  they  have  of  late  years  c6m[^ained  that  tl^  have 
been  very  low,  but  that  has  arisen  from  the  low  price  of  grain* 

3674.  Are  tiie  rents  in  Perthshire  chkfly  corn-rents  ? — I  believe  a  great  many 
of  the  rents  are  now  pud  according  to  the  nar  price  of  gndn. 

3675.  The  stipends  of  the  ministers  are  also  paid  by  them  ? — Yes,  and  partly  in 
money. 

3676*  Then  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  the  fiars  should  be  taken 
accurately  ? — Of  course  it  is*  The  dergr  bave  the  power  of  taking  the  ipsa  cor^ 
para ;  if  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  prices  they  may  take  the  grain  itself*  They 
are  not  dissatisfied  with  the  mode,  but  they  think  the  prices  of  late  years  have  been 
very  low,  which  has  arisen  fixim  the  abundant  harvests* 

3677*  Do  you  know  why  it  is  that  a  dealer  desires  to  buy  inferior  grain  by 
weight  alone  ? — I  can  conceive  no  reason  why  he  should  do  so,  unless  that  inferior 
grain  has  been  introduced  into  some  district  where  good  grain  is  conmionly  sold  by 
measure*  In  that  case  the  buyer  would  have  some  security  against  deception  or 
imposition,  as  the  value  of  the  grain  is  more  immediately  connected  with  its  weight 
than  with  its  bulk.  It  is  very  possible,  if  a  custom  of  that  sort  b  introduced,  that  it 
may  be  continued  without  any  good  reason*  Foi^  in8|ancey  I  can  give  no  reason 
why  they  should  plough  witii  fi>ur  horses  in  England  when  two  are  sufficient  m 
Scotland,  but  the  custom  is  continued  firom  long  practice. 

3^78*  Do  you  not  conceive  that  if  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  alone  were 
prescribed  b^  the  Legislature,  there  would  be  a  considerable  difficulty  in  bringing 
that  system  mto  general  use  in  Scotland  ? — I  think  it  would  not  be  acceptable  to 
the  ScottiiA  farmers,  or  to  the  Scottish  corn-dealers.  In  selling  by  weight  there 
is  a  temptation  also  that  the  gram  should  not  be  so  effectually  deemed*  There 
may  be  a  quantity  of  dust  mixed  with  it,  which  will  add  to  the  weight  of  the  grain, 
and,  therefore,  that  would  be  an  inducement  not  to  clean  it  so  e&ctually. 

3679.  Would  it  not  alter  all  those  arrangements  which  have  been  made  upon 
corn-rents  ? — I  think  it  wcmld  give  rise  to  various  discrepancies  and  differences  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  If  they  continued  to  sell  by  the  imperial  bushel, 
that  is  a  standard,  and  the  quantity  may  be  r^ulated  by  the  weight ;  but  if  the 
weight  alone  were  introduced,  the  deviations  mi^t  go  to  any  extent,  for  there  might 
be  000  lbs.  or  800  lbs.  to  the  quarter,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  buyer  or  seller* 

3680*  But  in  point  of  fact,  is  not  more  com  sold  by  the  boll  than  by  the  im- 
perial qnarter  in  Scotland  ? — ^Not  in  Parthshire,  at  least  not  in  the  cases  that  Sire 
broaglit  before  the  jury  on  the  fiars;  almost  the  whole  is  in  the  imperial  measure, 
with  the  exception  of  oats. 

3j68i  .  It  is  reduced  to  the  imperial  measure,  but  is  it  not  sold  by  the  boll  in  the 
market? — ^The  greater  part  is  sdd  by  the  imperial  measure*  I  stated  before,  that 
the  first  season  after  the  introduction  of  the  imperial  measure,  half  the  quantity  sold 
was  sold  by  the  old  measure,  and  I  had  a  considerable  degree  of  labour  in  making 
the  conversions,  for  the  whole  devolved  upon  me ;  but  in  the  second  season,  in 
1828  I  think,  the  greater  part  of  the  grain  had  been  sold  by  the  imperial  bushel 

3682*  Then  you  conceive  that  the  imperial  bushel  is  in  general  use  throughout 
Perthshire  ? — It  is  in  general  use,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  intelligent  farmers  and 
corn-dealers  that  it  should  become  universal  throughout  the  country,  and  that  the 
measure  should  be  checked  by  the  weight  of  the  grain. 

3683.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  farmer  to  check  the  measure  by  the  weight?— 
Generally  it  is  so,  at  least  the  corn-dealers  make  their  bargain  with  the  farmers,  so 
much  by  weight  per  bushel. 

3684.  In  Uiese  cases,  do  you  know  what  portion  of  the  bulk  it  is  customary  for 

002  the  ^ 
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A.  Jnderttmf  ix,D.  the  farmer  to  weigh,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertidniDg  the  weight  per  measure  ? — 
— — —       A  bushel. 

7  Inly  1834.  3685.  Supposing  that  a  farmer  had  to  sell  1 00  quarters  of  corn,  how  much  would 

he  weigh  to  ascertam  the  wei^t  per  bushel? — It  would  depend  very  much  on  the 
state  of  the  grain.  The  wheat  produced  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie  is  of  so  uniform 
a  quality,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  weigh  very  little  indeed  of  it;  I  cannot  say 
what  the  quantity  would  be,  but  it  would  be  very  limited. 

3686.  Do  you  know  whether  the  market  of  Perth  is  a  pitched  market,  or  a 
sample  market  ? — An  attempt  has  been  made  lately  to  establbh  a  pitched  market, 
or  as  we  call  it  a  stock  market,  but  the  transactions  in  grain  are  generally  carried 
on  by  samples.  It  has  been  a  very  short  time  in  existencct  and  they  have  not  got 
it  into  an  organized  state  yet. 

3687.  In  cases  where  corn  is  sold  by  sampl#,  are  you  aware  of  disputes  ever 
arising  from  the  bulk  not  corresponding  with  the  sample? — I  do  not  think  these 
disputes  frequently  occur  in  Perthshire. 

3688.  Is  that  owing  to  the  uniform  quality  of  the  grain? — ^Yes,  and  the  respectar 
bility  of  the  farmers.  Their  characters  are  highly  respectable,  and  their  gnun  is 
generally  of  a  good  quality. 

3689.  Which  do  you  think  b  the  most  accurate  and  the  least  open  to  fraud, 
weight  alone  or  measure  alone  ? — I  should  think  weight  b  more  open  to  fraud,  as 
there  b  a  temptation  not  to  bring  the  grain  to  market  m  a  perfectly  clean  state. 

3690.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  the  best  system  is  that  of  selling  com  by  measure^ 
tested  by  weight  ? — It  is. 

3691.  Instead  of  that,  suppose  the  Legblature  were  to  prescribe,  that  it  should 
be  sold  either  by  weight  alone  or  by  measure  alone,  which  should  you  regard  as  the 
most  accurate,  the  least  open  to  fraud,  and  the  most  preferable  in  every  respect? — 
I  should  consider  both  objectionable  taken  singly,  but  it  would  require  a  very  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  the  two  modes  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  to  give  a  precise 
answer  to  the  question. 

3692.  Scientifically  spealdng,  you  have  expressed  your  opinion,  that  by  weighing 
you  can  arrive  at  greater  aqpuracy  than  by  measuring ;  but  with  regard  to  the  prac- 
tical working  of  these  two  systems,  you  are  not  able  to  speak? — Certainly.  With 
regard  to  grain,  weight  is  not  applicable;  for  the  quality  of  it  is  so  very  diOterent, 
that  the  mere  weight  might  lead  to  very  erroneous  conclusions  with  regard  to  its 
quality. 

3693.  Do  you  consider  weight  alone,  or  measure  alone,  a  sufficient  indication  of 
quality,^  or  even  of  quantity  ? — No,  they  certainly  are  not.  I  may  give,  as  an 
illustration  of  this,  that  if  a  certain  measure  of  any  kind  of  vinous  spirit,  as  rum  or 
brandy,  were  mentioned,  it  would  be  impossible  from  that  measure  alone  to  deter- 
mine its  commercial  value ;  because,  without  a  knowledge  of  specific  gravity,  upon 
which  that  value  essentially  depends,  one  of  the  elements  of  value  is  unknown,  and 
consequently  its  actual  value  could  not  be  ascertained.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
instead  of  the  measure,  the  weight  were  ^ven,  (the  specific  gravity  bein^  still  un- 
known,) it  would  be  equally  impossible  to  determine  the  actual  quantity  of  the 
spirit  in  that  weight,  and  of  course  it  would  be  no  less  impossible  than  in  the  for- 
mer case  to  ascertain  its  value.  But  if  both  the  measure  and  the  weight  were 
known,  the  means  of  discovering  the  value  would  be  given,  and  that  too  with  the 
most  perfect  precision.  There  are,  it  must  be  admitted,  other  tests  of  value,  such 
as  flavour,  age,  smell,  &c. ;  but  measure  and  weight  are  the  only  tests  of  value  of  an 
authentical  nature,  that  admit  of  an  exact  determination. 

3694.  Has  it  come  to  your  knowledge,  that  farmers  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
than  Perth  sell  their  com  by  measure^  tested  by  weight  ? — According  to  the  infor- 
mation I  have  received  fr6m  corn-dealers,  that  is  the  practice  in  Forfarshire  and 
Fifeshire.  There  are  corn-dealers  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  who  carry  on 
transactions  in  grain  in  all  these  counties. 

3695.  Generally  speaking,  you  believe  that  system  to  be  preferred,  and  likely  to 
come  into  general  use? — I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  both  the  farmers  and  corn-dealers  in  Perthshire. 

3696.  It  has  been  stated,  that  the  combined  system  would  afford  more  elements 
of  dispute  than  the  more  simple  system  of  weight  or  measure  singly? — Simplicity  is 
a  quality  never  to  be  sought  for,  if  a  useful  end  is  to  be  sacrificed  for  its  attainment ; 
in  such  cases,  instead  of  being  conducive  to  utility,  it  becomes  the  source  of  misap- 
prehension and  error.  The  more  the  elements  are  which  enter  into  the  definition 
or  determination  of  the  nature  of  a  thing,  the  more  precise  and  definite  does  it 
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become;   and  the  more,   of  course,  is  the  possibility  of  dispute  respecting  it  J. Anderson^ lut9. 
diminished.     To  show  how  much  those  persons  are  misled  who  imagine  that  sim-      — — — 
plicity  in  the  abstract  is  preferable  to  that  complexity  which  they  conceive  to  be       7  J^ly  1834. 
the  result  of  uniting  two  elements  in  estimating  the  commercial  value  of  corn,  I 
shall  suppose  it  were  affirmed,  that  the  planets  are  retained  in  their  orbits  by  the 
influence  of  an  attractive  force,  which  is  directed  to  the  sun.    This  would  be  a 
true  proposition,  as  well  as  a  simple  one;  but  it  would  be  of  no  practical  use.     If 
it  be  added,  however,  that  the  attractive  force  is  inversely  as  the  square  of  the  dis- 
tances, a  new  circumstance  is  conjoined  with  the  general  law,  which  without  detract- 
ing from  its  simplicity,  gives  it  all  the  precision  of  a  useful  and  valuable  truth,  from 
which  all  the  minor  phenomena  connected  with  the  planetary  motions  are  dedu- 
cible.     So  it  is  with  the  measurement  of  corn :  neither  bulk  nor  weight  can  be 
employed  separately  for  the  purpose;  but  the  two  conjoined  afford  a  criterion,  • 

from  which  practical  men  can  compute  with  fieu^ility  the  value  of  a  given  portion  of 
any  species  of  grain.  Simplicity  in  the  abstract  is  of  no  use  in  the  practical  con- 
cerns of  life,  any  more  than  it  is  in  scientific  pursuits,  unless  in  so  far  as  it  may 
divest  a  general  truth  of  those  adventitious  circumstances  which  tend  to  disguise  or 
conceal  it.  In  its  application  to  algebraical  formulas  it  may  be  carried  to  the 
utmost  possible  extent ;  because  in  that  case  it  changes  the  form,  without  altering 
the  essential  character  of  the  expression. 

3697.  In  bargains  to  deliver  corn  of  a  certain  weight  per  bushel,  what  latitude 
should  be  allowed  ? — As  the  hygrometric  state  of  the  air  may  affect  both  the  bulk 
and  the  weight  of  corn,  in  a  very  few  hours,  perhaps  |  lb.  per  cent,  should  be 
allowed  for  deviations  in  the  case  of  bargains  stipulating  so  much  weight  per 
bushel. 

3698.  Do  you  think  that  equalizing  the  measures  throughout  England,  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  would  be  productive  of  much  benefit  to  trade  ? — It  certainly  would 
be  of  the  greatest  advantage  in  all  commercial  transactions  that  measures  should  be 
the  same. 

3699.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  improvement,  if,  instead  of  measure,  weight 
were  the  only  principle  of  sale  prescribed  by  law  throughout  the  country  ? — I  think 
if  weight  alone  were  adopted,  it  would  lead  to  great  differences  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  some  selling  by  weight,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  some  to  another,  so 
that  the  value  of  grain  could  never  be  ascertiuned,  from  any  evidence  of  its  price, 
in  regard  to  the  weight ;  whereas,  if  the  measure  is  retained,  there  is  a  specific 
standard  which  the  thing  is  confined  to ;  a  definite  rule. 

3700.  Do  you  not  consider  that  a  merchant,  or  a  person  purchasing  grain  by 
measure,  has  reference  also  to  the  weight  of  that  grain,  if  he  is  a  judge  of  it  himself  ? 
— I  believe  that  all  intelligent  corn-dealers,  when  they  purchase,  must  always  make  a 
reference,  in  their  own  mmds,  to  the  weight  of  the  grain. 

3701  •  If  that  be  the  case,  do  vou  tiiink  tiiat  it  would  be  possible  to  prescribe  any 
principle  for  the  sale  of  com  which  should  embrace  only  the  one  mode  ? — I  do  not 
think  that  taking  either  the  weight  or  the  measure  separately  would  afford  to  per- 
sons at  a  distance  any  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  markets,  but  on  the  contrary, 
though  it  appears  to  be  more  simple  in  its  operations,  that  it  would  defeat  the  main 
«nd  of  simplicity,  viz.  utility ;  and  therefore  the  simplicity  would  be  obtained  at  an 
improper  expense.  It  would  be  attended  with  apparent  simplicity,  but  that  would 
be  gained  to  serve  no  good  purpose* 

3702.  .You  think  the  great  improvement  that  would  result  from  any  enact- 
ment would  be  that  of  a  uniform  measure  throughout  the  country,  and  at  the  different 
ports? — I  think  a  uniform  measure  should  be  established  throughout  the  kingdom ; 
and  that  the  buyers  and  sellers  should  conduct  their  transactions  by  buying  and  sell- 
ing according  to  that  measure,  with  reference  to  weight. 

3703.  Have  you  considered  any  particular  scale  of  measurement  for  corn, 
as  affording  the  greatest  advantage  in  settiing  the  question ;  that  is,  whether  the 
Winchester  bushel,  the  imperial,  or  any  other  bushel,  is  preferable? — I  should 
think  it  a  matter  of  littie  importance  what  the  measure  may  be,  provided  it  be  kept 
in  a  state  of  integrity  and  unchanged  y  for  it  must  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  country  at  large  that  that  measure  should  be  the  same  all  over  the  empire. 

3704.  Do  you  consider  that  the  alteration  from  the  Winchester*  bushel  to  the 
imperial  bXishel  was  an  advantage  to  the  corn-dealer,  and  a  disadvantage  to  the 
grower? — I  should  think,  the  capacity  of  a  new  measure  being  so  soon  ascertained, 

0.36.  003  that 
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J.  Ander$au,  hU9.  that  it  can  operate  but  a  very  short  time  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  eitiier ; 

■  the  difference  is  so  very  slight     For  a  short  time,  perhaps,  that  difference  mi^ 

7  July  1934*      operate  to  the  disadvantage . of  the  sdler,  and  in  favour  of  the  buyer;  but  as  all 

these  measures  are  well  known  to  tntdligmt  and  respectable  men,  the  disadvantage 

could  only  be  temporary. 

Mr.  Betffamin  Dowsan,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Mn  B.  Damson.        37^5.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — At  Great  Yarmouth. 
— —  3706.  What   is    your  occupation? — Com    and    commission  merchant,    and 

maltster. 

3707.  Have  you  any  extensive  dealings  in  corn  ? — ^Yes. 

3708.  With  what  markets  are  you  best  acquainted  ?— With  the  markets  around 
*                       us ;  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  Beccles,  Bungay  and  North  Walsham. 

3709.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  the  practice  of  those  markets  with  respect  to  the  sale 
of  com  ? — ^The  farmers  all  deliver  bv  sacks,  of  four  imperial  bushels  to  d^  sack. 
Our  practice  is  to  buy  by  sample,  which  the  farmers  take  out  of  the  bulk,  occasionally 
before^  but  generally  after  it  is  dressed ;  thev  ought  never  so  tq  take  it  before  its 
being  dressed.  If  it  comes  equal  to  the  sample  in  appearance  and  condition,  it  is 
accepted  by  the  buyer,  to  be  delivered  within  seven  days  from  the  day  of  purchase. 
I  may  add,  that  1  believe  the  sale  by  sample  is  illegal;  but  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  a  sale  by  sample  ought  to  be  as  legal  as  a  sale  by  note.  The  moment 
I  buy  a  sample,  I  mark  on  the  outside  the  seller's  name,  the  price  and  the  quantity, 
and  of  course  we  expect  the  delivery  within  seven  days  from  that  period,  on  or  before 
the  market-day  following.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  weight  in  bu3ring  by 
sample ;  the  weight  is  not  named  generally.  1  am  also  acquainted  with  the  mode 
of  sale  and  delivery  in  the  London  market,  the  Leeds  and  Wakefield  markets,  and 
those  of  Gainsborough,  Boston,  Sunderland,  Newcastle,  Leith,  Grangemouth,  Bristol 
and  Liverpool. 

37 1  o.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  market  of  Hull  ? — ^Yes,  I  have  correspondents 
in  the  com  trade  at  Hull ;  but  most  frequently,  all  grain  that  goes  from  the  eastern 
coast,  Lynn,  Yarmouth  and  the  other  ports,  proceeds  up  the  Trent  and  dumber,  the 
latter  to  Leeds  and  Wakefield.  The  extent  of  trade  there  nearly  amounts  to  that  of 
London  in  wheat.  Leeds  and  Wakefield  are  the  top  of  the  navigation  on  the 
Humber  for  sea-borne  vessels ;  there  it  is  transhipped  up  the  canals  by  small  craft 
The  former  (Gainsborough)  is  the  top  of  the  navigation  on  the  Trent  for  sea-borne 
vessels.  Lately,  from  the  importance  of  those  towns  (Leeds  and  Wakefield),  diere 
has  been  a  new  custom-house  established  at  Gode,  which  is  at  the  top  of  the  navi- 
gation, before  you  come  to  any  lock.  Leeds  and  Wakefiekl  are  above  the  locks, 
tiiough  they  admit  sea-borne  vessels  of  a  certain  class.  Goole  is  not  a  corn-market 
of  itself,  it  is  merely  the  place  where  the  transit  takes  place  from  the  iai^  sea-borne 
vessels  to  the  craft  which  proceed  up  the  canal. 

371 1.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  made  as  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  any 
of  those  markets? — I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  not;  I  am  sorry,  because  there 
ought  to  be  a  general  feeling  for  uniformity  by  the  trade,  and  they  should  all  have 
gone  to  the  imperial  measure  at  the  time  the  Act  commenced.  They  have  adopted 
the  imperial  measure  as  to  some  grain,  and  adhered  to  their  old  method  as  to 
others. 

3712.  As  far  as  your  experience  goes,  do  you  think  it  is  a  matter  of  practical 
importance  that. there  should  be  one  universal  standard  for  selling  com  throughout  • 
the  kingdom  ? — Certainly. 

3713.  Do  you  regard  the  different  methods  of  computation  as  contributing  to 
render  the  quotations  more  or  less  effective? — ^The  quotations  are  most  important 
The  advices  or  quotations  are  the  means  by  which  we  do  everything  as  shippers. 
I  never  correspond  ivithout  stating  weight  as  well  as  price.  As  to  weighs  we 
entirely  rest  upon  calculation  made  from  our  deliveries.  We  give  the  measurement 
by  the  sworn  meter ;  but  if  I  state  weight,  I  am  entirely  on  honour  ;  my  character 
is  at  stake,  if  I  do  not  deliver  the  weight  guaranteed  by  my  advice  of  sole.  It  is 
the  custom  to  take  a  latitude  from  J  to  1  lb.  per  bushel  in  advice;  viz.  from  51  to 
52  per  bushel ;  consequentiy  if  I  do  not  ship  50  ^,  or  about  that  weight,  I  should 
consider  it  unsatisfactory  to  the  buyer.  In  order  to  ascertain  that,  we  weigh  one 
bushel  out  of  every  10  quarters  when  shipped. 

3714.  Do  you  make  a  calculation  of  the  weight  pe^  bushel  of  the  whole  cargo, 
and  enter  it  in  a  book? — I  put  the  weight  against  every  man's  delivery  in  my  day- 
book. 
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book,  the  weight  per  coomband  per  bosbel  likewise ;  and  I  endorse  each  parcel  on    Mr.  B.  Dotmru 

the  back  of  my  private  bill  of  lading,  from  whom  delivered^  and  the  weight  attached      -^ 

to  it.  7  J«ly  1834* 

3715.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  farmer  and  small  dealer  is  interested  in  knowing 
what  the  general  price  of  com  is  in  the  different  markets  in  the  kingdom? — He 
ought  to  be,  bat  he  is  very  insensible  to  his  own  interest  It  is  very  important  that  he 
should  know.  It  strikes  me,  with  our  present  average  law,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
important  things  in  the  trade  for  the  farmer  to  know  the  general  price  of  grain  as 
made  up  for  the  averages,  and  how  the  average  is  made  up ;  for  instead  of  his 
producing  a  weekly  supply  for  the  English  market,  they  mi^bt  be  drilled  into. a 
method  for  lowering  the  averages,  for  a  great  part  of  the  grain  of  England  might 
be  brought  into  the  market  in  any  part  of  the  year  which  was  most  advantageous 
to  them ;  but  they  have  no  idea  of  acting  against  the  averages.  The  merchant 
uses  his  power  of  acting  against  the  averages  for  bis  own  end ;  and  if  the  farmer 
could  be  brought  to  do  so  for  his,  it  might  be  advantageous  to  the  agriculture  of  the 
kingdom. 

3716.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  merchants  have  the  power  of  actbg  against  the 
averages  ? — Yes ;  but  I  do  not  diink  an  honest  man,  who  would  not  take  a  false  oath, 
could  act  against  the  averages ;  but  I  am  scnrry  to  say  that  I  think  there  are  men 
in  this  kingdom  who,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  might  be  induced  to  make  false  returns^ 

371 7.  In  what  way.  do  they  act?— To  increase  the  average  price  and  reduce  the 
duty,  some  years  since^  I  believe  that  there  w^e  false  averages,  both  as  to  oats  and 
wheat,  to  an  enormous  extent;  but  not  of  late  years.  Of  late  there  hag  been  no 
occasion  for  them,  because  the  prices  have  been  too  low  to  come  near  the  scale 
which  induces  anything  of  the  sort. 

3718.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  statement  of  mere  measure  and  price  will  give 
the  farmer  every  necessary  information? — Certainly,  every  information  that  he  wants 
with  reference  to  the  averages,  and  according  to  the  present  importation  law. 

3719.  Without  the  weight?— Yes.  I  contend  that  with  weight  you  can  do 
nothing,  as  you  cannot  by  weight  ascertain  the  measurement  which  the  present 
averages  and  the  present  corn  laws  require. 

3720.  Do  you  suppose,  that  for  the  purpose  of  quotations,  the  statepaent  of 
measure  and  price  only,  without  reference  to  the  weight  per  bushel,  is  sufficient  to 
give  information  to  the  farmer? — Yes. 

3721.  Suppose  the  farmer,  by  looking  at  the  newspap^  sees  that  wheat  is  at 
60  s.  as  the  average ;  does  that  give  htm  full  information  as  to  what  the  real  value 
of  his  corn  is  ? — Certainly.     He  wants  no  reference  to  weight. 

3722.  Does  the  statement  of  weight  only,  with. the  price,  give  him  the  required 
information  ? — I  think  that  weight  alone  gives  him  no  informaticm. 

3723.  Weight  with  the  price? — No;  I  think  that  gives  him  no  informa- 
tion without  measurement,  because,  in  the  first  place,  he  hardly  knows  his  owa 
weight.  The  farmer  has  generally  no  precise  knowledge  of  the  weight  of  bis  own 
corn.  He  may  weigh  a  bushel  of  com  for  trial  with  the  steel-yardi  which  gives  no 
accuracy,  but  he  generally  knows  nothing  about  the  weight 

3724.  Is  not  the  weight  found  suffident  at  Liverpool? — No;  without  a  sample 
it  is  no  criterion  at  all.  . 

3725.  Is  not  the  statement  of  weight  and  price  sufficient  for  the  purpose  erf  the 
quotations? — No ;  where  they  go  by  measurement  it  would  be  no  criterion  at  all. 

3726.  If  you  were  to  have  uniformity  all  over  the  kingdom^  would  it  not  be 
desirable  to  have  a  quotation  in  the  newspapers  which  would  be  equally  under- 
stood by  persons  in  every  district? — Certainly,  it  would  make  quotations  better 
understood  by  farmers,  and  those  not  in  the  trade. 

3727.  Would  it  be  of  any  advantage  to  you,  as  a  purchaser  of  corn,  to  ascertain 
for  what  price  com  was  selling  at  the  distant  markets  ?-^Yes. 

3728.  If  the  measure  is  given  to  you,  it  is  an  advantage  to  you  to  know 
how  much  per  bushel  that  com  weighs? — Yes. 

3729.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  to  you  if  the  quotations  did  state  that  ? — I 
think  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  tike  weight  at  all.  The  quotation  per  quar- 
ter is  quite  sufficient. 

3730.  Does  not  the  corn^merchant  take  into  consideration  the  weight  per  bushel 
when  he  purchases  com  ?— Of  course. 

3731.  Why  should  not  the  farmer  be  in  possession  of  the  same  information^ — 
I  do  not  require  that  the  farmer  should  be  in  ignorance,  but  it  does  not  follow 
that'that  is  necessary,  because  he  selb  his  corn  without  reference  to  weight.     He 

0^36.  004.  •  does 


Digitized  by 


Google 


288  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 

Mr.  B.  Damon,    does  not  want  to  refer  to  weight,  but  the  corn-merchant  does»  (as  far  as  his  judg- 
■  ment  will  admit),  for  a  criterion  of  value,  when  he  is  buying  of  the  farmer :  I  do 

7  July  1834.       not  want  the  farmer  to  tell  me  the  weight,  I  can  tell  within  a  little  the  weight  by 
the  sample. 

3732.  Why  would  you  prevent  the  farmer  from  being  placed  on  equal  terms  with 
yourself? — I  have  no  objection  to  it  at  all ;  but  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  it. 

3733.  As  you,  from  your  experience  and  skill,  have  arrived  at  the  means  of 
ascertaining  witli  tolerable  precision  the  weight  per  measure  of  com  without  weigh- 
ing it,  why  should  not  the  farmer  be  put  in  possession  of  the  same  information?— 
There  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not. 

3734.  Supposing  the  weight  per  bushel  were  stated,  it  would  give  more  inform- 
ation to  the  farmer  than  if  the  measure  and  price  only  were  stated  in  the  quota- 
tion?— Yes. 

3735«  You  do  not  then  deny  that  it  would  give  greater  information  to  the  £u-mers 
than  they  could  derive  from  Uie  mere  statement  of  weight  alone  and  price,  or  of 
measure  alone  and  price? — ^No ;  they  would  have  that  information,  but  they  could 
turn  it  to  no  purpose,  I  do  not  know  of  wliat  utility  it  would  be  to  them. 

3736.  Does  not  the  merchant  make  use  of  that  kind  of  information  in  the  quo- 
tations which  are  given  him  by  his  correspondents  ? — Yes,  and  we  also  give  it  to  all 
our  correspondents. 

3737*  Is  not  the  weight  as  wdl  as  the  measure  one  of  the  essential  parts  of 
every  contract  made  by  merchants  at  a  distance,  where  the  bulk  or  a  sample  can- 
not be  seen  ? — ^The  estimated  weight,  not  the  bondjide  weight.  We  advise  weight 
with  our  correspondents,  but  we  leave  it  open,  that  is,  we  take  the  range  of  halt  a 
pound  or  a  pound ;  we  do  not  limit  it  to  the  precise  weight,  but  we  say  51  to 
53,  or  the  like. 

3738.  And  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  per  bushel,  you  measure 
one  bushel  in  every  ten  quarters,  and  weigh  it? — Yes. 

3739.  You  would  not  be  able  to  advise  weight  unless  vou  had  gone  through  the 
proems  of  weighing  one  bushel  in  ten  quarters? — ^No  ;  but  they  weigh  tlie  whole 
cargo  at  Lynn,  and  some  other  ports,  in  many  instances. 

3740.  Then  you  advise  what  you  consider  the  weight  per  bushel,  but  you  do 
not  guarantee  it  ? — We  guarantee  it  as  between  those  weights.  If  we  take  from  5 1 
to  52,  we  should  be  doing  justice  to  the  purchasers  if  it  averaged  on  delivery  51  i. 

3741.  If  you  conceive  that  the  best  mode  of  dealing  is  advising  the  weight  pei* 
bushel,  what  objection  should  you  have  to  stating  the  weight  per  bushel  in  the 
quotations? — I  do  always  state  it  in  my  quotations  to  my  correspondents ;  but 
they  do  not  come  into  print  at  all  for  newspaper  information. 

3742.  That  is  in  your  private  circulars  ? — Yes. 

3743.  What  objection  would  there  be  to  having  that  publicly  quoted  ? — I  see  no 
objection  at  all. 

3744.  In  point  of  fact  you  sell  by  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — ^Yes,  the 
estimated  weight,  without  weighing  the  total  quantity. 

3745*  You  say  to  a  man,  I  will  sell  you  1 00  quarters  of  white  wheat,  from  61  lbs. 
to  62  lbs.  per  bushel  ? — ^Yes,  I  sell  by  the  imperial  bushel ;  and  I  expect  that  I  am 
doing  justice  to  that  man  if  the  weight  will  average  61  i,  bemg  the  half  pound 
between  the  two. 

3746.  Even  where  a  sample  is  seen,  is  not  the  weight  inquired  into? — By  all 
buyers  in  contracts  it  would  be. 

3747.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  measure  and  weight  per  measure  is  the  only 
fair  and  certain  standard  of  quality  ? — I  think  so,  distinctly.  I  think  that  weight 
alone  is  a  veiy  bad  criterion  to  adopt.  I  beg  to  ask,  why  it  is  not  possible  to  go  on 
with  the  imperial  bushel  throughout  the  kingdom  ?  All  the  markets  in  the  king- 
dom which  are  permitted  to  make  returns  for  the  averages  to  regulate  the  importa- 
tion, must  make  up  their  averages  by  the  imperial  bushel.  Even  at  Liverpool,  if 
they  sell  at  70  lbs.  per  bushel,  which  is  fiar  beyond  the  imperial  bushel,  they  must 
make  their  return  to  the  inspector  by  the  imperial  bushel. 

3748.  You  think  that  the  consideration  of  the  averages  should  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  in  any  alteration  of  the  weights  or  measures? — Certainly,  because  if  you  were 
to  go  upon  weight,  you  would  be  altering  the  averages  altogether.  If  you  were  to 
reduce  the  price  by  weight  into  the  quarter,  you  would  not  be  dobg  justice  under 
the  average  law  upon  a  deteriorated  article. 

3749.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  measure  checked  by  weight  is  the  best  standard 
of  quantity,  inasmuch  as  the  accuracy  of  the  measure  is  checked  by  the  weight, 
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and  the  accuracy  of  the  weight  is  checked  by  the  measure  ? — Yes,  provided  there     Mr.  P.  Dowson 
is  uniformity  in  the  delivery,  for  with  our  farmers  we  have  no  uniformity  of  delivery.      — — — 
The  coomb  sacks  vary  from  want  of  skill  in  the  man  who  measures  the  corn,  and       7  J«ly  '^34« 
puts  it  into  sacks ;  besides,  when  the  corn  is  threshed  in  the  barn  it  is  put  into  a 
heap,  and  the  light  corn  rolls  to  the  outside,  and  if  they  fill  the  sacks  from  the 
outside  they  will  be  lighter  than  the  others,  so  that  they  cannot  make  all  coombs 
accord  with  perfect  accuracy  in  weight  or  measUre. 

3750.  What  is  your  mode  of  measuring  ? — By  the  imperial  bushel ;  we  adopted 
the  imperial  bushel  in  the  first  instaqce,  when  the  measure  was  changed,  and  so  it 
ought  to  have  been  throughout  the  country.  We  had  no  difficulty  in  adopting  it. 
The  farmer  with  us,  before  he  got  his  bushel  altered,  sent  the  extra  measure  by  a 
sack  to  make  it  up,  one  part  in  32. 

3751.  Is  not  the  weight  per  measure  necessary  to  identify  the  corn,  as  well  as  to 
check  the  amount  delivered  ?— You  cannot  identify  corn  by  either  or  both. 

3752.  Not  by  a  comparison  of  the  bulk  of  the  corn  with  the  sample? — No. 
3753*  Is  it  customary  to  use  memoranda  in  your  transactions  with  the  farmers? — 

No,  it  is  all  verbal. 

3754.  Is  it  tlie  practice  to  use  corn  of  different  qualities  and  of  different  weights  ? 
— ^Yes,  we  cannot  buy  it  of  equal  quality ;  we  cannot  buy  various  lots  of  the 
farmers  of  the  same  weight  or  quality. 

3755.  Is  there  not  au  inferior  kind  of  corn,  which  weighs  3  lbs.  per  bushel 
heavier  than  the  best  wheat  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it.  The  weights  never  varied 
more  than  they  do  in  the  present  year  from  those  in  common  seasons.  There  is 
some  wheat  which  weighs  04  lbs.  and  64!  lbs.,  which  we  scarcely  remember  before ; 
but  our  shipping  weight  is  from  63  lbs.  to  64  lbs*,  which  would  give  63  i  lbs. 

3756.  Do  you  conceive  there  would  be  an  insurmountable  difficulty  in  establishing 
the  use  of  memoranda  of  contracts  for  the  sale  of  com,  in  transactions  between  the 
farmers  and  dealers,  and  in  inserting  in  that  contract  not  only  the  measure  but  the 
weight  per  measure  of  the  com  sold  r — I  think  the  difficulty  would  bejnsurmount- 
able,  where  you  had  a  vast  deal  of  business.  I  have  known,  when  I  attended 
Norwich  market,  that  I  have  had  to  make  so  many  contracts  in  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible.  The  market  does  not  last  more  than 
an  hour  and  a  half,  in  the  course  of  which  there  are  thousands  of  quarters  sold. 

3757.  Might  you  not  have  printed  memoranda  to  be  filled  up? — I  think  it  would 
be  impossible.  With  respect  to  the  present  average  law,  I  think  it  is  highly  im- 
portant that  the  growers,  instead  of  the  merchants,  should  deliver  the  retums  to 
the  inspectors,  and  they  ought  to  deliver  their  own  retums  of  the  sale  of  com,  and 
but  one  sale  of  the  same  quantity  vrould  then  be  sent  to  the  inspector,  and  if 
there  was  any  check  wanted,  you  could  always  get  that  from  the  merchant's  book. 

3758.  Do  you  conceive  that  that  plan  would  contribute  to  establish  greater  fair- 
ness in  taking  the  averager— Certainly,  it  would  be  much  fairer.  « 

3759.  Do  you  conceive  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  return  the  weight  per 
measure  as  well  as  the  measure  to  the  inspector  ? — If  we  were  allowed  10  return  the 
weight  by  weighing  one  bushel  in  ten  quarters  we  could  do  it ;  but  tf  you  require 
the  bondjide  Meigbt,  we  could  not  do  it  It  would  be  no  more  trouble  to  add  the 
weight  in  each  transaction,  if  we  were  allowed  to  insert  it  on  weighing  but  one 
bushel  in  ten  quarters.  It  would  be  easy  for  the  buyer  of  com  to  return  weiglit 
upon  the  same  fdbting  that  he  ships  weight,  that  is  to  say,  by  specifying  the  weight 
of  one  bushel  in  ten  quarters. 

3760.  Would  it  be  impracticable  for  the  inspector  to  insert  the  weight  per  measure 
in  his  returns,  giving  the  total  quantity  of  each  degree  of  weight? — No,  not  a1  all 
impracticable ;  his  is  merely  a  counterpart  of  what  he  receives. 

3761.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  the  returns  were  made  in  the  manner  described, 
it  would  lead  to  the  general  use  of  weight  and  measure  combined  throughout  the 
country?— ^It  would  make  the  retum  much  more  satisfactory,  for  the  weight  would 
produce  a  check.     It  would  be  an  increased  satisfaction  certainly. 

3762.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  with  regard  to  the  averages  ? — I  beg 
to  refer  to  the  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  an  Act  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  importa- 
tion of  com,  the  30th  clause  of  which  states  as  follows : 

"  Add  together  the  total  quantities  of  each  sort  of  British  corn  respectively  ap- 
pearing by  such  retums  to  have  been  sold,  and  the  total  prices  for  which  the  same 
shall  thereby  appear  to  have  been  sold,  and  divide  the  amount  of  such  total  prices 
respectively  by  the  amount  of  such  total  quantities  of  each  sort  of  British  corn  re- 
spectively, and  the  sum  produced  thereby  shall  be  added  to  the  sums  in  like  manner 
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Mr.  B.  Dowton.   produced  in  the  five  weeks  inunediately  preceding  the  same ;  aod  the  amount  of 

■   "  such  sums  do  added  shall  be  divided  by  six ;  and  the  sum  thereby  givea  shaU  be 

7  July  1834.      deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  aggregate  averi^e  of  each  such  sort  c^  British  corn 

respectively,  £or  the  purpose  of  regulatii^  and  ascertaining  the  rate  ami  amount  of 

the  said  duties." 

In  reference  to  this  clause  I  beg  to  say,  that  I  think  it  could  never  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  this  Bill  to  have  this  clause  act  as  it  does,  in  a  man- 
highly  injurious  to  the  agriculturist.  That  each  city  and  town  which  is  allowed 
to  make  returns  in  the  country  should  have  its  averages  made  up  of  quantity  as  w^ 
as  price,  is  justifiable  and  correct,  and  also  that  London  should  do  the  same  with  iti 
single  returns ;  but  it  must  be  far  from  right  to  add  all  these  separate  returns  ia 
one  total,  both  for  quantity  and  price.  For  example,  the  following  statements  will 
illustrate  the  difference  between  the  mean  and  a^eg^ate  average  prices  : 

I  will  suppose,  first,  that, 

Liverpool  returns,  2,000  quarters  of  wheat,  averaging  in  the  aggregate  60$. 

Ms. 
60<. 
48^ 
64*. 


Leeds  -  -  ditto     2,000 

-    -    ditto 

-    -    -    -    ditto 

.    -    - 

Newcastle  ditto    2,000 

-    -    -    -    ditto 

.    •    • 

Canterbury  ditto   2,000 

-    -    ditto 

-    -    -    *    ditto 

-    •    . 

Yarmouth    ditto   2,000 

-    -    ditto 

-    .    -    .    ditto 

*    .    • 

London   -   ditto   2,000 

-    -    ditto 

.    .    -    -    ditto 

.    -    - 

12,000  806*. 


£. 

- 

6,000 

- 

5,200 

- 

6,200 

- 

6,000 

- 

4,800 

- 

5,400 

£. 

^,000 

The  aggregate  and  mean  price,  therefore,  are  the  same,  vi2.  51*.  per  quarter,  becaifie  the 
Returns  from  each  place  are  equal  in  quuitity. 


Secondly,  suppose 

Liverpool  returns,  2,000  quarters  of  wheat,  averaecmg  in  the  aggregate,  60  «• 

Leeds-   -ditto    2,000  -  -  ditto  -  -  -"-  ditto  -  -  -  62*, 

Newcastle  ditto     2,000  -  -  ditto  -  -  .    -  ditto  -  -  -  52*. 

Canterbury  ditto    2,000  -  -  ditto  -  -  -    -  ditto  -  -  -  50*. 

Yarmouth  ditto  -  2,000  -  -  ditto  -  -  -    -  ditto  -  -  -  48*. 

London  ditto    -    20,000  -  -  ditto  -  -  -    -  ditto  -  -  -  54*. 


30,000  qrs^  306*.   £. 


£. 
^000 
6,200 
5,200 
5,000 
4,800 
64,000 


79,200 


It  wiU>be  perceived  by  the  above  statement,  that  the  mean  average  stiU  remains  at  51*.,  bat 
the  aggregate  average  will  be  above  62  s.  9d^'m  consequence  of  £e  increased  quantity  of  the 
London  Ketum. 

Surely  I  am  not  wrong  by  these  figures  in  declaring,  that  foreign  wheat  gets 
admitted  into  the  noarket,  by  the  present  mode  of  making  up  the  average,  at  a  lower 
duty  than  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  this  Act.  I  beg  to  ask,  therefore, 
whether  I  am  not  right  in  thinking,  that  in  both  these  examples  the  price  of  wheat 
to  the  consumers  of  the  kingdom,  and  also  for  the  importation  average,  should  be 
51  s.y  and  not;  as  by  the  last  example,  upwards  of  52 *•  9^  ?  Such  extreme  cases 
have  occurred,  and  may  again  occur,  without  a  revision  of  the  average  law. 

3763.  In  what  way  do  you  think  that  those  firaudulent  transactions  have  taken 
place,  and  why  do  you  think  that  they  may  occur  again  ? — Because  I  conceive  that 
it  is  next  to  fraudulent,  if  there  are  500  quarters  of  com  lying  in  Lofldon,  and  you  can 
sell  that  five  or  six  times  over  within  a  week,  at  a  higher  price  each  time.  They  are 
wrong  transactions,  for  they  operate  upon  the  averages;  and  such  a  thing  ought  not 
to  be  allowed,  for  these  500  quarters  of  corn  might,  with  the  same  system,  change 
hands  50  times  a  week,  in  order  to  make  fictitious  averages ;  and  the  Act  is  so 
framed,  that  if  the  com  be  measured  over  it  makes  the  sdes  legal.  The  agricul- 
tural interest  must  be  injured  firom  these  doubtful  returns;  for  if  the  return  fixmi 
London  is  a  high  one  it  makes  those  of  all  the  country  high  also,  and  reduces  the 
duty  when  it  ought  not  to  be  reduced;  and  therefore  the  agriculturists  are  the 
sufi^rers. 

3764.  Who  are  the  gainers  by  that  system  P — ^The  speculators  in  foreign  grain. 

3765.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  these  speculators  gain? — If  by  ackiing  these 
quantities  they  increase  the  averages  in  price,  they  lower  the  duty,  which  is  a  gain 
to  them. 

3766.  You  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  the  returns  made  by  the 
growers  instead  of  by  the  sellers  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  im- 
provement in  the  present  Act,  if  the  growers  were  to  make  returns  to  the  overseer 
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or  constable  of  the  parish,  and  that  each  overseer  or  constable  should  make  his  .  ^r.  B.  Davostm. 

return  to  the  present  nearest  district  inspector,  and  so  the  inspector  could  make  up      .^ ;. 

the  returns  received  by  each  parish  without  any  difficulty ;  I  should  not  coDceiw  7  July  1834. 
that  there  would  be  any  other  inspector  required  nor  any  other  expense*  I  con- 
ceive too,  that  the  overseer  or  constable  would  be  bound  to  enclose  the  return  in 
.  a  note  and  send  it  to  the  inspector,  then  he  would  get  the  gross  average  of  the 
Britivsh  sales.  Now  you  lose  some  proportion  of  them,  for  some  deal^s  never 
make  any  returns;  with  respect  to  oats,  for  instance,  horsekeepers  never  make 
any  returns ;  I  should  also  state  that  sales  of  British  grain  should  be  returned  only  • 

once  in  the  country,  and  there  would  be  precisely  the  same  price  whether  the 
merchant  or  the  grower  made  returns.  Our  average  price  at  Yarmouth  would  be 
precisely  the  same.  .  I  give  the  price  at  which  I  buy  it  from  the  farmer ;  I  do  not 
give  the  price  at  which  I  sell  it,  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  dissimilar.  Londmi 
now  furnishes  the  average  upon  which  they  sell,  and  my  opinion  is,  that  there 
must  be  some  other  mode  adopted  with  r^ard  to  London  returns*  Perhaps 
a  limitation  to  sell  one  and  the  same  lot  of  British  grain  but  once  within  a  given 
period,  might  have  an  exceedingly  good  result. 

3767.  As  a  standard  of  quantity,  do  you  prefer  measure  singly  or  weight  singly ; 
which  is  the  most  accurate  ? — Measure  singly,  certainly. 

3768.  Which  is  the  most  open  to  fraud  ? — I  think  they  are  equal  in  that  respect. 

3769.  Which  is  the  least  tedious,  the  least  laborious,  and  the  least  expensive? — 
The  weighing  is  the  most  tedious  and  is  the  most  expensive.  It  is  not  more  labo* 
rious,  only  you  must  have  more  hands. 

377a  Can  you  weigh  or  measure  most  com  in  a  day  ? — I  am  not  accustomed 
to  weigh,  and  therefore  I  cannot  answer  the  question ;  I  understand  that  at  Boston, 
where  they  are  accustomed  to  do  it,  they  weigh  it  as  fast  as  they  measure  it. 

3771.  In  making  the  above  statement,  do  you  take  into  your  view,  whether  the  * 
corn  be  in  bulk  or  m  sacks? — The  answer  applies  to  both. 

3772.  Then  you  think  that  measure  should  be  used  as  the  standard  of  quantity, 
and  the  weight  per  measure  as  the  standard  of  quality  ? — I  think  weight  per 
measure  is  a  standard  for  quality,  with  some  exceptions. 

3773»  Why  do  you  use  it  yourself? — I  do  not  use  it  as  the  sole  criterion.  It  is 
a  criterion  for  weight,  but  no  criterion  without  exception  for  quality. 

3774*  Is  it  not  partly  a  criterion ;  if  you  can  estimate  that  your  corn  will  weigh 
so  much  per  Bushel,  you  consider  that  it  is  better  than  other  corn  which  does  not 
weig^  so  much  ? — I  will  state  a  case  in  point  to  the  contrary.  I  will  buy  a  parcel  of 
wheat  at  63  lb.  per  bushel,  and  it  will  be  of  a  very  bad  quality,  from  smut,  and  I  may 
buy  a  parcel  of  61  lbs.  or  62  lbs.  a  bushel,  for  which  I  will  giv^e  a  great  deal  more. 

3775*  Ifi  it  not  a  criterion  between  two  quantities  of  the  same  species  ? — If  they 
are  warranted  sound ;  if  they  are  not  warranted  sound  it  is  no  criterion* 

3776.  Supposing  the  com  be  warranted  sound ;  with  respect  to  two  parcels  of 
corn  of  the  same  specks,  you  would- estimate,  as  better  in  quality,  that  which 
weighed  the  most  per  bushel  ? — Certainly,  if  they  were  both  warranted  of  a  certain 
dass:  in  the  case  of  bladdered  wheat,  that  is  often  the  heaviest  wheat  that  is 
produced,  and  the  worst,  and,  therefore,  I  think  that  weight  alone  is  no  criterion. 

3777.  Is  not  weight  with  measure  a  criterion  of  the  quality? — If  with  a  descrip* 
tion  of  the  class,  certainly. 

3778.  Then  you  think  that,  coupled  with  the  description  of  the  wheat,  measure 
should  be  used  as  the  standard  of  quantity,  and  weight  per  measure  as  the  criterion 
of  quality  ? — Yes ;  with  that  stipulatiou  that  it  is  described,  but  not  without  descrip- 
tion. 

3779.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  as  to  the  defective  measures  in  your 
districts  ? — We  have  in  Yarmouth  a  very  good  remedy  for  defective  measures*  be^ 
cause  we  have  sworn  meters  belonging  to  the  town. 

378o«  How  many? — I  think  we  have  12;  but  the  other  markets  I  have  men- 
tioned in  the  neighbourhood  have  not  sworn  meters,  which  they  ought  to  have,  and, 
therefore,  there  are  always  disputes  between  the  farmers  and  the  merchants,  and 
there  is  no  authority  to  say  who  is  right.  The  farmer  in  the  town  of  Beccles  has 
no  authority  to  whom  he  can  apply  for  redress.  If  the  merchant  says,  you  have 
sent  me  short  measure,  he  cuts  him  oflF ;  and  if  the  farmer  does  not  submit  to  it,  and 
chooses  to  bring  an  action,  he  may  do  so  j  but  in  Yarmouth,  whatever  the  meters 
cut  off  is  final. 

3781.  In  those  places  where  the  system  of  metage  is  not  established  you  havq 
heard  complaints  ? — Yes. 
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3782.  Do  you  attribute  tliese  complaints  to  fraud  in  the  sellers,  or  to  want  of  skil. 
on  the  part  of  the  fanners?— Occasionally  both ;  but  much  more  to  want  of  sJcil 
than  to  fraud.     The  great  thing  that  I  find  fault  with  is,  that  of  adopting  different 
modes  of  measuring  with  the  same  bushel* 

3783.  What  would  be  the  best  plan  of  introducing  a  uniform  practice  throoghout 
the  country  ? — I  think  that  all  upon  the  eastern  coast  (and  I  should  include  from 
Wales  till  you  get  to  Berwick-upon-Tweed),  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  usiog 
the  imperial  standard  bushel.  Whetlier  Ireland  and  part  of  Scotland  can  be  brought 
into  the  same  plan  I  do  not  know,  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
adopt  it.  What  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Committee  is»  that  they  should  all  be 
bound  to  use  the  imperial  bushel,  and  in  the  same  way  that  it  is  now  used.  I  send 
the  com  by  the  imperial  bushel  from  Yarmouth  to  London ;  but  all  my  profit  is 
gone  upon  some  occasions  from  the  different  modes  of  using  it,  and  occasiooally 
from  want  of  skill. 

3784.  You  propose  that  the  bushel  measure  should  be  stationary  when  used  ? — 
Yes. 

3785*  Can  you  give  us  any  account  of  the  exports  of  Yarmouth,  as  to  the  quao- 
tity  of  grain  shipped  coastwise  during  the  last  few  years? — I  b^  to  hand  in  the 
following  statement. 


AN  AccmtATE  Statim iVT  of  Corn,  Malt  and  Hops  shipped  Coastinse  the  Ten  laat  Seasont 

at  this  Port. 


Wheat 

— — 

Barley. 

M«lt. 

Oatt. 

Beans. 

Peu. 

Rje. 

Wheat. 

Shipped  It 
Floor. 

Qrs. 

Qrt. 

Qr*. 

■ 
Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

1  Sept.  1823  to  1824  • 

197.616 

78,630 

1,161 

13.784 

6,714 

357 

35.859     90,594 

—    1824  to  1825  - 

163,320 

79.536 

363 

9,853 

1,360 

378 

95,654     07,351 

—    1825  to  1826  - 

99.545 

99.«46 

95 

4.361 

335 

99 

18,944     89,765 

—    1826  to  1827  - 

i68»076 

103,094 

9,963 

3.909 

8,092 

131 

»6.»49 

78.4«7 

—    1827  to  1828  - 

185,502 

83,346 

1,682 

6.474 

520 

181 

10,691 

69,093 

—    1828  to  1829  - 

115,84a 

88,258 

453 

4.495 

198 

270 

3,082 

54,077 

—    1829  to  1830  - 

i5a.3oo 

78,757 

3*7 

6,878 

569 

65 

.7,499 

63,437 

—    1830  to  1831  - 

146.763 

87,»99 

«8o 

8.374 

1,095 

301 

15,395 

58,163 

—    1831  to  1832  - 

143,666 

87,045 

103 

6,099 

478 

- 

7.977 

53.795 

—    1832  to  1833  . 

4 

196,959 

80,051 

486 

6,025 

1,114 

14 

95,226 

46,598 

3786.  On  what  data  do  you  make  that  statement? — These  are  official  returns. 

3787.  Do  you  think  that  any  of  the  errors  that  have  occurred  in  measure  hare 
arben  from  miscounting  the  tally  ? — Certainly ;  but  very  rarely. 

3788.  Will  you  describe  how  that  arises  ? — I  have  known  twice  or  thrice  in  my 
life  a  mistake  made  of  10  quarters  in  a  cargo,  more  or  less  than  was  shipped. 
That  has  been  from  an  error  in  the  tally ;  there  was  no  intention  to  mistally,  it 
was  purely  accidental ;  but  the  constant  loss  is  more  the  consequence  of  the  bushel 
being  in  motion.  I  am  now  speakipg  of  bulk  com,  not  of  farmer's  com,  which  b 
brought  down  loose  in  boats.  It  is  measured  by  the  sworn  meter  ami  two  others, 
the  buyer  sends  one  man,  and  the  seller  sends  another ;  the  measure  goes  into  the 
corn,  and  the  action  of  putting  that  bushel  into  the  heap,  and  the  manner  of  taking 
it  out,  makes  a  vast  deal  oif  difference.  So  that  a  man  who  wishes  to  be  fraudu- 
lent, has  the  means  of  effecting  a  fraud  to  the  amount  of  a  half  or  one  per  cent* 
with  the  very  same  bushel.  I  know  that  there  are  persons  of  light  hand  who  are 
employed  by  the  sellers  at  Yarmouth,  (rf  they  can  get  them  to  measure,)  for  they 
will  make  so  much  more  of  the  com  than  they  ought,  dnd  by  that  means,  and  with 
other  losses,  there  is  found  considerable  difference  between  the  London  measure 
and  the  Yarmouth. 

3789.  Might  not  the  same  mistake  happen,  in  miscounting  the  tallies,  in  weight 
as  well  as  in  measure  ? — Clearly,  as  well  as  from  want  of  skill  in  weighing. 

3790.  Have  you  heard  of  any  considerable  thefts  of  corn  by  granarymen  and 
watermen? — Yes,  both. 

3791.  Do  you  think  that  weight  is  more  likely  to  prevent  that  than  measure? — 
I  cannot  see  the  difference.  I  have  been  very  seriously  robbed  myself.  Some  of 
the  craft  on  the  navigations  are  considerably  robbed  at  times. 

3792.  In  what  manner  is  the  robbery  usually  effected  ? — By  robbing  the  craft  on 
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the  transit  to  Yarmouth.     It  is  taken  out  of  the  craft  in  the  course  of  the  evening     Mr.  B.  Dmsm. 
and  moved  in  bags  by  persons  who  will  buy  it  of  the  stealers,  and  very  likely  it  is       — — 
•brought  to  us,  and  we  buy  it  again  through  other  channels.  7  J«Jy  i834* 

3793.  What  proportion  of  the  whole  cargo  will  those  persons  steal? — Out  of 
a 50  quarters  perhaps  they  will  take  from  one  to  two  quarters,  so  that  it  may  not 
appear  that  there  is  a  real  and  palpable  deficiency.  I  wish  to  state  that  barley 
and  malt  in  re-measurement  will  fall  short,  but  wh^at  and  beans  will  not. 

3794.  Why  is  that? — From  breakage,  the  tail  of  the  barley  is  broken  off,  but 
that  is  not  the  case  with  wheat  and  beans,  which  must  measure  the  same.  There 
is  also  a  great  difference  in  measuring  light  and  heavy  corn.  If  I  buy  beans,  peas 
or  wheat  in  thp  farmer's  sacks,  delivered  direct  from  the  growers,  it  is  against  the 
farmer  to  measure  it  direct  from  his  sack  into  the  bushel,  but  with  light  grain  it  is 
in  bis  favour. 

3795.  If  the  accounts  were  checked  by  measure  and  weight,  so  great  a  loss 
wrould  hardly  occur? — If  you  lost  a  trifle  in  measure  you  would  get  it  pretty  nearly 
in  weight ;  but  when  the  com  gets  out  of  condition,  there  are  objections  against 
weight.  If  I  were  to  take  10  quarters  of  wheat  (that  is,  wheat  out  of  condition) 
from  a  granary,  and  lay  it  upon  the  sail-cloth  to  sun-dry,  I  should  get  back  neither 
measure  nor  weight  from  off  the  sail,  for  there  is  such  an  evaporation  that  it  would 
lose  in  measurement  and  weight  both.  The  general  impression  is,  that  if  you  lose 
in  measur;  you  get  the  weight,  but  that  is  not  so. 

3796.  You  might  lose  both  in  measure  and  in  weight,  but  you- would  gain  in 
weight  per  measure,  that  is  tg  say,  in  specific  gravity  ? — ^Yes. 

3797.  That  shows  the  advantage  of  weight  and  measure  combined  ? — ^Yes, 
1  think  it  is  an  improvement,  but  weight  alone  would  never  do. 

3798.  If  part  of  the  bulk  is  abstracted,  will  not  that  affect  the  weight  ? — Yes. 

3799.  Do  you  know  of  any  considerable  differences  having  occurred  between  the 
tneasurement  in  one  place  and  the  measurement  in  another,  or  between  the  mea- 
surement of  different  persons  ? — Yes.  There  is  a  curious  fact  that  I  may  state  here : 
It  has  been  ascertained  that  a  cargo  of  barley,  shipped  on  the  coast  to  Leeds  or 
Wakefield,  would  come  out  nearer  by  measure  to  Uie  contents  put  on  board  at  the 
port  of  delivery,  than  a  cargo  of  wheat  weighed  entirely  on  board  would  deliver  at 
its  port  according  to  the  weight  taken  in.  Our  shipments  in  Yarmouth,  by  the 
imperial  bushel,  tally  in  barley  pretty  exactly  with  the  Leeds  and  Wakefield  mea* 
6ure ;  but  in  London  are  always  from  one  to  two  per  cent,  short. 

3800.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ? — The  bushel  is  always  stationary  in  Leeds 
or  Wakefield ;  in  London  it  is  always  in  motion.  If  I  ship  a  cargo  of  wheat  by 
water  to  Leeds  or  Wakefield,  there  would  be  a  considerable  deficiency  of  weight. 
In  delivering  wheat  at  Leeds  or  Wakefield^  it  is  half  a  pound  a  bushel  less  than 
when  shipped.  The  average  waste  would  amount  to  from  a  quarter  of  a  pound  to 
half  a  pound  per  bushel. 

3801.  You  would  appear  to  infer  firom  your  last  answer,  that  the  system  of 
measuring  at  Leeds  or  Wakefield  is  more  perfect  than  that  of  London  ? — Yes,  and 
it  also  appears  that  it  is  more  perfect  than  that  conducted  by  weight. 

3802.  The  same  loss  misht  occur  in  weight  as  in  measurement? — No,  it  is  im- 
possible you  can  lose  in  weignt  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  measurement ;  for,  as  far 
as  barley  goes,  there  is  a  perpetual  decrease  by  the  latter  from  breakage,  not  so  in 
proportion  for  weight.  •  ^ 

3803.  Wheat  may  lose  in  weight? — The  measure  and  weight  must  be  equivalent 
in  loss  upon  wheat,  because  there  can  be  no  breakage.  I  think  the  most  important 
point  of  all  is,  that  the  bushel  measure  should  be  stationary  when  the  com  is 
being  put  in. 

3804.  Might  not  the  difference  arise  from  the  manner  of  putting  the  com  in  the 
bashei  measure? — N^ot  if  you  adopt  the  same  plan  throughout  the  kingdom  .of  two 
men  filling  it«  The  way  they  fill  the  bushel  in  the  Leeds  and  Wakefield  market  is, 
that  it  stands  on  a  block  six  inches  from  the  floor ;  there  are  two  meters  instead  of 
one,  with  long  scoops,  and  they  dip  them  into  the  corn,  and  let  it  lightly  out  of 
the  scoops  into  the  bushel. 

3805.  Might  not  the  difference  arise  from  the  manner  in  which  the  corn  is  put 
into  tlie  bushel  measure  ? — ^There  must  be  much  less  difference  than  in  putting  the 
.bushel  into  the  heap*  If  it  is  pressed  with  a  heavy  hand,  it  must  make  more  differ- 
ence than  if  it  is  pressed  by  a  light  hand. 

3806.  Is  not  the  imperial  bushel  measure  made  in  a  different  form  in  different 
places ;  is  it  not  made  deeper  and  narrower  in  some  places  than  in  others  ? — Not 
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7  July  1834.      farmer  does  get  a  deep  imperial  bushel,  because  they  could  not  put  up  the  com  in 
any  other  by  the  knee ;  the  coptents  of  both  is  similar. 

3807.  You  allow  that  the  loss  of  corn  in  bulk  may  be  checked  by  using  wei(^ 
as  well  as  measure? — Of  course;  if  you  lose  measure  you  may  gain  part  of  it  in 
weight.  You  could  come  nearer  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  loat  by  fraud  or  t^ 
evaporation. 


Martis,  8'  die  JuUiy  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIH 


Mr.  Thomas  Begbie^  called  in ;  and  Exainioed. 

Mr*  Thos.Begbie.       3808.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — 27,  Mark-lane. 

^  3809.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — ^A  Com-fiactor.  . 

8  July  1834.  3810.  What  is  your  firm  ? — The  firm  of  Begbie  &  Young?. 

3811.  Has  your  house  very  extensive  dealings  in  ^m? — ^Yes,  to  a  very  laige 
aniount. 

3812.  Are  you  chiefly  engaged  in  the  foreign,  Ei^isfa,  or  Irish  tiftde?-^ 
Inalh 

3813.  Have  you  oft^i  to  complain  of  firaudulcDt  shipments? — ^Not  very  fre- 
.  quently ;  but  we  have  suffered  from  fraudulent  shipments,  that  is,  fnun  hhe  tilU 

of  lading,  bills  of  lading  sent  without  any  cargo  on  board.    We  have  suffered  once 
or  twice  in  that  way  frc»n  Ireland. 

3814.  Are  there  any  other  kinds  of  fraudulent  shipments  ?•— There  have  not 
been  for  many  years. 

3815.  Do  you  never  find  that  the  better  com  is  put  on  the  top,  and  inferior  corn 
at  the  bottom  ^—Sometimes,  certainly ;  but  it  b  never  the  interert  of  shippers  to  do 
so,  because  it  is  very  easily  discovered  here  when  it  arrives  at  this  port ;  and  when 
that  is  the  case  it  is  thrown  up  and  sold  at  an  inferior  price. 

3816*  How  do  you  discover  that? — We  have  a  sppar  with  which  we  draw 
samples  of  it  from  different  parts  of  the  vessel. 

3817.  Fraudulent  shipments  then  are  mare  firequent  from  Ireland  thanfirom 
other  places  ? — We  have  experienced  it  more  firom  that  country  than  frcMn  any 
other  quarter. 

3818.  Very  rarely  from  Holland,  I  suppose? — We  have  never  had  any  fedse 
bills  of  lading  firom  Holland,  or  fi*om  the  Continent. 

3819.  Sometimes  firom  the  English  coast? — We  have  had  bills  of  lading  finom 
the  English  coast,  certainly,  before  the  cai^goes  were  put  on  board,  but  we  have 
never  suffered  from  it.  The  shipper  gets  tl^  captain  to  sign  the  bill  of  lading 
before  the  goods  are  put  on  boaid  the  ship.  He  does  that  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  the  bill  of  lading  forward  to  get  money* upon  it ;  but  that  rarely  oceiffs. 

3820.  How  does  the  shipper  get  laoMy  by  sending  fi^rward  the  bill  of  lading? 
•*-They  send  a  bill  of  lading  to  us,  and  we  either  accept  a  bill  or  remit  the  aioDey 
for  it. 

3821.  Before  the  com  is  shipped? — Before  he  puts  the  cargo  on  board. 

3822.  How  does  that  entail  a  loss  upon  you? — If  the  cargo  does  not  come  for- 
ward we  should  get  nothing  for  our  money.  In  fact  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  conmierce  in  general  were  the  Government  to  direct  the  Custom* 
house  officers  to  certify  that  the  cargo  was  on  board  before  the  bills  of  ladii^  were 


3823.  The  cargoes  from  Ireland  are  usually  shipped  by  weight? — ^Yes. 

3824.  Those  on  the  English  coast  chiefly  by  n^easure? — ^Yes. 

.3825.  How  are  those  on  the  Continent  shipped  ? — Always  by  the  last,  whicb 
varies  in  different  parts. 

3826.  Is  not  the  weight  per  measure  stated? — The  weight  per  measure  is  fire- 
quently  stated,  by  which  means  we  know  the  quantity  by  the  Dutch  scale  or  the 
imperial  bushel. 

3827.  But 
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3827.  But  in  shipments  from  the  English  coast  is  it  rarely  stated  ? — It  is  fre-  Mr.  Thos.  Beghk. 
quently  stated,     tf  we  purchase  wheat  or  barley  on  the  English  coast  it  is  in  this      — — — — 
way :  they  make  us  an  offer  of  a  cargo  of  corn,  so  much  wheat  or  so  much  barley^       ^  ^^y  1834. 
weighing  so  much  per  biishel ;  but  the  weight  is  not  guaranteed. 

3828.  Is  it  not  the  general  practice  to  take  account  of  the  weight  per  measure  of 
corn  ? — We  generally  ascertain  that 

3829.  la  what  way? — By  weighing  a  bushel  occasionally. 

3830.  Is  not  this  universally  done  where  com  is  sold  by  letter? — Certainly ;  they 
offer  it  to  us  at  so  much  weight  per  bushel,  by  which  we  know  the  quality  of  the 
com  without  samples.  We  kuow  it  is  of  a  quality  commensurate  with  the  season, 
for  we  generally  get  samples  from  all  quarters. 

3831.  Will  you  produce  a  contract  of  that  description  ? — I  beg  to  hand  in  the 
following: 

"  Messrs.  Begbie  &  Youngs,  London. 

'^  Gentlemen,  ^'  Geldeston,  14  December  1832. 

"  We  thank  you  for  your  fevour  of  yesterday ;  and  as  we  look  for  some  little  improve- 
ment  after  Christmas,  we  are  not  very  anxious  to  make  engagements  at  the  present  dall 
moment,  but  we  will  ship  you  500  to  600  quarters  of  good  runs  of  grinding  barley,  to  weigh 
^1  to  52  lbs.  per  bushel,  at  86 «.  per  quarter,  free  on  board  at  Yarmouth,  faaring  yovr 
acceptance  here  in  course  of  post  • 

^  We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

"  Messrs. ,  Geldeston. 

"  Gentlemen,  *  .  ••  London,  16  December  1898. 

''  We  are  favoured  with  yours  of  the  14th  instant,  making  us  an  offer  of  500  to  600 
t|uarter8  of  good  runs  grinding  barley,  51  to  5t  lbs.  per  bushel,  at  Ms.  per  quarter,  put 
me  on  board ;  which  offer  we  accept  and  you  may  cUspatch  the  same  to  this  port  witboat 
loss  of  time,  at  the  lowest  rate  of  freight  possible. 

"  We  are,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants^ 

(signed)        ''  Besflne  ^  Yamgs.'' 

**  Messrs.  Begbie  &  Youngs,  London. 

^  Gentlemen,  ''  Lynn  Regis,  10  June  1834. 

"  We  now  offer  you  300  quarters  of  our  best  runs  of  red  wheat,  weighing  64  lbs.  per  ^ 

bushel,  delivered  free  on  boiml  here,  at  Ms.  per  quarter,  receiving  your  acceptance  in 

course  of  poefr. 

"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 
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"  Messrs.  ,  Lynn. 

^  Gentlemen,  ''  London,  11  June  1S84. 

^  We  have  your  favour  of  yestercfaty,  and  accept  your  offer  of  300  quarters  of  your  best 
runs  of  red  wheat,  to  weigh  64  lbs.  per  bushel,  at  50  «.  per  quarter,  put  free  on  board ;  you 
may  therefore  dispatch  the  same  to  this  port  without  loss  of  time. 

''  We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

(signed)        ''  Begbie  ^  Ycw»g$:' 

3832.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  keeping  a  record  of  the  weights  of  yow  wheat? 
— After  we  have  ascertained  the  weights  we  keep  a  record  of  them  until  they  are 
sold,  but  we  do  not  keep  them  after. 

3833.  Are  you  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  com,  the 
<iua}ity  must  be  taken  into  account  ? — Certainly. 

3834.  Can  the  quality  be  ascertained  by  any  other  means  than  by  obtaining  an 
exact  knowledge  of  the  weight  per  measure? — It  can  only  be  ascertuned  by 
the  faimple.  A  man  who  is  a  judge  of  com  will  tell  very  nearly  the  weight  per 
bushel  by  inspecting  the  bulk  or  sample ;  but  the  value  also  depends  upon  colour, 
strength  and  condition. 

3835.  Would  the  judgment  of  a  person  skilled  in  valuing  com  be  more  likely  to 
err  in  estimating  the  qusJity  of  fine  wheats,  or  of  those  of  an  inferior  description  ? — 
I  sbonld  think  it  would  be  quite  as  easy  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  one  as  the 
other. 

•  3836.  Where  the  com  is  in  good  condition,  you  consider  weight  per  measure 
a  fair  test  of  quality? — Certainly;  in  conjunction  with  other  requisites,  such  as 
colour  and  strength.  .       •  v, 

3837.  Do  you  Consider  weight  alone,  or  measure  alone,  the  best  test  or  standard 
of  quantity? — Weight,  certainly. 

•  0.36.  PP4  3838.  Whv 
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Mr.  Thos.  Begbie.       3838.  Why  80  ? — Because  it  is  less  liable  to  differences,  '^ne  meter  will  make 

a  difference  of  a  pound  or  two  pounds  more  than  another,  and  therefore  you  must 

8  July  1834.       get  the  quantity  by  weight- 

3839.  If  ^ou  were  confined  to  one  of  these  two  standards,  you  would  prefer 
weight  to  measure? — If  I  were  confined  to  one,  I  should  prefer  weight  to  measure; 
but  at  the  same  time  I  think  that  they  are  much  better  when  they  come  to  bs 
united,  particularly  in  dealing  at  a  distance.  Upon  the  spot,  where  a  man  sees 
the  bulk,  and  ascertains  the  quality  of  the  goods  from  his  knowledge,  then  weight 
is  sufficient. 

3840.  Which  do  you  consider  the  most  true  in  itself,  weight  or  measure?— 
I  should  say  weight. 

3841 .  And  the  least  liable  to  fraud  ? — I  should  say  weight. 

3842.  And  the  least  laborious  r — I  should  consider  them  almost  alike  in  that 
respect. 

3843.  And  the  least  expensive  ? — I  should  suppose  the  expense  was  nearly  the 
same ;  but  I  cannot  speak  so  decidedly  to  that  point,  not  being  in  the  habit  of 
delivering  corn  by  weight. 

3844.  Can  you  give  any  statement  of  the  loss,  in  measure,  which  corn  kept  ui 
your  granaries  has  suffered? — ^That  depends  wholly  upon  the  condition  of  the  com 
when  taken  to  the  granary.  It  may  be  stated  from  one  to  five  per  cent.,  and  even 
more ;  but  to  ptiake  out  an  accurate  statement,  I  must  refer  to  our  books  for  10  or 
1 2  years.  If  com,  such  as  Dantzic  wheat,  is  brought  into  the  granaries  in  a  very 
dry  state,  it  will  sometimes  come  out  over  measure. 

3845.  More  per  bushel  ? — ^Yes,  a  greater  quantity. 

3846.  By  absorbing  moisture  ? — Yes. 

3847.  In  these  cases  it  will  not  weigh  so  much  per  bushel  when  it  comes  out  as 
when  it  went  in  ? — ^No ;  but  there  is  a  very  curious  quality  in  com  j  there  is  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  dryness  necessary  to  its  weight,  at  which  point  the  com  will  weigh 
heavier  than  if  you  carry  it  further.  If  you  make  it  drier  than  in  its  natural 
state  it  will  become  lighter.  You  will  find  some  Scotch  wheat  weighing  64  lbs. 
per  bushel ;  put  that  in  the  kihi,  and  dry  it  to  a  considerable  degree,  and  it  will 
become  lighter. 

^  3848.  Then  in  these  cases  the  weight  per  bushel  would  be  hardly  a  sufficient 

'  criterion  ? — Yes  ;  the  baker  or  the  miller  would  get  tlie  advantage  of  it  afterwards, 

because  it  would  come  out  again  when  it  had  imbibed  moisture  from  the  atmospheric 

air. 

3849.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that,  though  corn  often  loses  in  measure  while  ia 
the  granary,  it  gains  proportionally  in  weight;  in  short,  that  from  being  better 
housed  and  taken  care  of,  it  improves  in  quality  ? — Certainly,  but  not  in  proportion. 

3850.  Do  you  approve  of  corn  being  sold  in  one  part  of  the  country  by  weight, 
and  in  another  part  of  the  country  by  measure  ? — It  certainly  would  be  better  \i 
there  were  an  uniform  measure  or  weight  all  over  the  country;  but  it  does  not 
signify  much,  for  people  that  can  make  the  calculation. 

3851.  Persons  of  education,  who  have  extensive  dealings  in  com,  may  find  no 
difficulty,  but  others^  who  have  not  these  advantages,  may  find  great  difficulty  ? — 
They  will  very  soon  discover  that.  It  certainly  would  be  better  if  we  had  an  uni- 
form weight  or  measure  all  over  the  kingdom. 

3852.  Are  the  quotations  of  prices,  in  districts  where  weight  is  used,  expressed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  intelligible  to  ordinary  people,  who  have  no  better  means 
of  information,  in  the  districts  where  measure  is  used  ? — When  any  one  wishes  to 
make  a  purchase,  he  generally  makes  himself  acquainted  with  the  relative  proportion 
which  weight  and  measure  bear  to  each  other ;  and  before  making  the  purchase, 
any  man  acquainted  with  the  mle  of  proportion  can  find  no  difficulty  in  calculating 
it ;  but  the  weight  per  imperial  bushel  is  also  generally  stated,  whether  he  pur- 
chases at  Liverpool  or  elsewhere. 

3853*  I^Q  i)ot  these  quotations,  in  the  several  districts  where  weight  and  meamire 
are  r^pectively  used,  express  very  different  things ;  that  is  to  say,  is  the  difference 
in  price  expressed  in  the  London  quotations  indicative  of  the  same  difference  as 
that  expressed  in  the  Liverpool  quotations  r — The  London  quotations  are  expressed 
in  quarters  of  eight  bushels,  which  weigh  from  56  to  64lb8. ;  and  the  Liverpool 
quotations  are  expressed  by  70 lbs.  per  bushel;  therefore  they  do  not  express  the 
same  thing. 

3854.  Is  the  difference  of  price  to  be  obtained  from  these  quotations? — Yes; 
'  it  is  very  easy  to  obtain  the  difference  of  price. 

3855.  Should 
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3855.  Should  you  not  think  that  the  diversities  that  exist  must  be  inconvenient  Mr.  Thos,  BtghU* 
to  persons  in  a  small  way  of  business,  who  for  any  reason  may  be  desirous  to  sell      "' 

their  corn  in  any  market  where  they  have  not  been  accustomed  to  sell  it? — As  I       ^  ^"^^  ^^3f4* 
stated  before,  an  uniformity  of  measure  would  be  very  desirable ;  but  if  any  one 
wishes  to  sell  bis  corn  elsewhere  than  in  the  market  he  has  been  used  to,  he  can 
find  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  its  relative  value  in  the  different  places. 

3856.  Then  for  what  purposes  would  the  uniformity  be  desirable? — Merely 
because  it  would  avoid  these  calculations  which  we  know  we  are  required  to  make, 
and  which  occupy  a  small  portion  of  our  time. 

3857.  If  those  calculations  occupy  some  portion  of  your  time,  do  you  not  think 
that  they  would  occupy  still  more  of  the  time  of  those  who  have  not  such  knowledge 
of  the  corn  trade,  and  who  are  not  so  well  educated  as  yourself? — They  might,  in  a 
small  degree ;  but  I  think  they  are  so  simple  of  themselves,  that  the  time  requisite 
is  not  worth  taking  into  calculation. 

3858.  Then  for  what  purpose  is  the  uniformity  desirable  ? — ^On  account  of  the 
difference  of  calculation. 

3859.  When  you  say  it  is  of  very  little  consequence,  do^ou  not  mean  to  say  that 
rather  with  reference  to  corn-factors  and  persons  who  are  experienced  in   corn-  * 
dealing  ? — Certainly. 

3860.  But  you  think  that  an  uniformity  of  measure  would  be  of  great  service  to 
farmers,  and  those  who  are  not  so  conversant  with  the  corn  trade  ? — They  would 
more  readily  comprehend  it,  certainly. 

3861.  Do  you  not  consider  that  quotations  expressing  different  things,  or  the 
same  things  in  different  terms,  are  likely  to  conceal  the  real  state  of  prices 
from  a  person  who  has  not  extensive  means  of  information  ? — It  certainly  cannot* 
be  so  plain  to  him  as  if  the  measures  or  weights  w  ere  all  uniformly  alike. 

3862.  As  an  extensive  corn- factor,  you  of  course  do  not  feel  such  inconveniences ; 
but  to  a  person  whose  means  of  information  are  derived  from  reports  or  from  the 
public  prints,  are  not  such  inconveniences  likely  to  occur? — Probably  they  may^ 
with  some  who  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves. 

3863.  Suppose  that  the  Legislature  should  enact,  that  in  all  sales  of  corn,  whe- 
ther sold  by  weight  or  by  measure,  the  weight  per  bushel  should  be  returned  to  the 
inspector,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  include  in  his  weekly  return  the  total  amount 
of  each  degree  of  quality  sold  on  any  market-day,  with  the  average  price  of  that 
degree  of  quality ;  would  there  be  any  objection  to  such  proceedings? — No,  cer- 
tainly not. 

3864.  Would  not  this  enable  any  person  living  in  London,  or  where  measure  is 
used,  to  know  precisely  the  value  of  corn  sold  by  weight  where  weight  is  used  ? — 
If  they  were  acquainted  with  the  quality  of  corn  in  the  district,  it  would  assist  them 
materially. 

3865.  Would  not  such  particular  become  a  common  denominator,  by  which  the 
contrary  systems  of  weight  and  measure  might  be  easily  rendered  into  each  other  ? 
— I  suppose  it  would. 

3866.  Further,  suppose  that  such  enactment  should  provide  that  wherever  mea- 
sure was  used,  it  should  be  the  imperial  bushel,  and  that  the  returns  should  be 
expressed  in  the  English  quarter;  would  not  this  introduce  uniformity  as  to  mea- 
sure ? — Certainly. 

3867.  And  that  wherever  weight  was  used,  it  should  be  100  lbs.  avoirdupois,  in 
order  to  introduce  uniformity  of  weight? — This  I  consider  of  no  moment ;  whether 
it  were  1 00  lbs.  or  60  lbs,,  or  any  other  weight,  it  would  answer  the  purpose  equally 
well. 

3868.  Would  not  the  practice  of  selling  by  one  standard  where  measure  is  used, 
giving  at  the  same  time  the  weight  per  bushel,  establish  a  real  uniformity  throughout  ' 
the  empire  ? — Certainly  I  should  think  it  would. 

3869.  This  uniform  standard  would  be  intelligible  to  everybody,  and  an- 
swer every  practical  purpose  ? — I  should  think  it  would  answer  every  practical 
purpose. 

3870.  Might  not  the  people  now  accustomed  to  weight  continue  the  practices  to 
which  they  were  wedded,  and  the  measurers  continue  theirs,  and  yet  both  be  able  to 
understand  each  other  ? — No  doubt  of  it,  as  well  as  they  do  at  present,  all  those 
at  least  who  are  acquainted  with  business. 

3871.  The  weight  per  bushel  being  returned  where  weight  is  used,  there  would 
not  be  any  interference  with  the  averages  and  the  duties  ? — No,  I  should  think 
not. 

0.36.  QQ  3872.  But 
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Mr.  Tho9.  Begbie.        3872.   But  if  weight  alone  were  prescribed  as  the  universal  standard,  there 
— — —       would  be  that  interference  ? — Yes. 

8  July  1834.  3873.  Have  you  at  any  time  beard  people  express  a  sense  of  inconvenience 

from  the  present  systems  and  their  diversities  ?— In  some  instances,  I  think,  but 
not  generally  so. 
3874.  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  to  offer  on  this  subject? — None. 

Mr.  George  Dunhp^  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  Geo.  Dunlop.       3875.  WHERE  do  you  reside? — At  Linton,  in  the  county  of  Haddington. 
■  3876.  What  is  your  business  ? — I  am  a  distiller  of  corn  spirit,  in  the  firm  of 

George  Dunlop  &  Company.      We  have  three  establishments,  one  at   Lintoo, 
one  at  Leith,  and  one  at  30,  Finsbury  Circus,  London. 

3877.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  practices  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  corn  in 
the  part  of  the  country  with  which  you  are  acquainted? — In  the  counties  of  Had- 
dington and  Edinburgh  corn  is  all  sold  by  the  quarter.  At  the  Haddington  and 
.  Dunbar  markets  it  is  sold  nominally  by  the  boll ;  they  put  it  up  in  parcels  of  four 
bushels,  and  they  call  that  a  boll.  They  have  been  iso  much  accustomed  to  the 
boll,  that  they  sell  four  bushels  at  the  price  of  the  half  quarter,  which  they  call  a 
boll ;  but  the  sale  by  quarter  is  universally  established  in  these  counties,  with  this 
distinction. 

387^.  Have  you  heard  of  any  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  diversities  in 
the  mode  of  selling  corn  ? — There  is  a  great  deal  j  for  if  you  take  the  Haddington 
and  Dunbar  markets  it  is  quoted  by  the  quarter,  and  if  you  take  Eyemouth  and 
Berwick  markets,  at  30  miles  distance,  it  is  quoted  by  the  boll  of  six  bushels ;  the 
same  at  Coldstream,  10  miles  up  the  Tweed  from  Berwick;  the  same  at  Kelso, 
10  miles  still  further  up  the  Tweed  ;  and  at  Glasgow  it  is  sold  by  weight,  so  many 
pounds  per  bushel  or  boll.  In  Perth,  and  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Forfar,  I  think 
the  whole  is  sold  by  the  quarter.  At  Leith  it  is  all  sold  by  the  quarter;  we  enter 
nothing  in  our  books  but  quarters. 

3879.  So  that  even  you  yourself,  with  your  extensive  experience  in  the  practice  of 
.selling  corn,  find  some  difficulty  in  understanding  the  difierent  quotations? — ^We 
do  not  ourselves,  for  we  are  so  much  accustomed  to  it  that  we  can  calculate  with 
ease  ;  but  the  public  do,  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  the  public* 

3880.  By  whatever  measure  or  weight  you  buy  com,  you  reduce  it  into  the 
imperial  measure  ? — Yes,  we  reduce  it  all  in  our  books  to  that. 

3881.  Is  it  your  custom  in  buying  corn  to  ascertain  the  weight  per  measure? — 
When  we  ask  for  an  oflfer  of  corn,  we  ask  the  weight  per  bushel ;  the  oflPer  is,  I  or 
we  send  you  1,000  quarters  barley,  at  from  51  to  52  lbs.  per  bushel ;  and  if  it  doe« 
not  come  up  to  that,  we  look  to  the  factor  or  seller  for  the  deficiency.  That  is 
quite  the  custom. 

3882.  How  do  you  ascertain  the  weight  per  bushel? — In  discharging  our  ships 
we  cause  our  granaryman  to  weigh  a  bushel  in  every  20  quarters  or  so,  and  he  just 
weighs  out  a  bushel  in  every  20  quarters  or  so.  We  have  lately  been  discharging 
a  good  deal  of  foreign  barley. 

3883.  You  measure  the  whole  ? — Yes. 

3884.  Do  you  make  an  entry  in  your  books  of  the  weight  of  the  different 
cargoes  of  corn  ? — No,  we  do  not  make  that  entry  ;  but  we  copy  the  offer  of  the 
factor  or  seller,  which  tells  us  what  the  weight  should  be ;  and  when  the  cargo 
arrives  and  is  landed,  our  granai-yman  returns  us  the  weights,  and  then  we  see  if 
the  corn  comes  out  according  to  the  offer  of  the  factor  or  seller. 

.  '  3885.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  quotations  were  made 

in  the  imperial  bushel  or  quarter,  expressing  at  the  same  time  a  description  of  the 
corn  sold,  with  the  weight  per  bushel,  and  the  price? — I  should  think  it  was  quite 
unnecessary,  because  merchants  or  men  of  business  will  find  that  out  themselves ; 
and  it  would  create  fresh  regulations  without  serving  any  good  purpose,  for  any 
'  man  can  find  out  the  weight.     It  is  the  interest  of  the  seller  to  make  the  weight  as 

much  as  possible,  but  it  is  easily  checked.     It  would  be  of  no  use  to  us. 

3886.  You  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it? — It  would  lead  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  no  purpose,  for  weights  vary  so  much.  We  have  some  oats  sold  lately, 
and  I  am  informed  by  letter  that  they  come  out  a  little  short  of  weight ;  but  we 
make  a  deduction  for  that.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  weight  of  oats  in  Norfolk, 
but  we  have  them  from  45  to  46,  and  perhaps  they  may  sometimes  fall  a  little  shorU 
I  can  only  say  for  myself,  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  us. 

3887.  Would 
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3887.  Would  it  not  afford  more  accurate  u)formation  to  th^  public?— It  could   Mr.  QeQ.Dunlap. 

hardly  do  so.     Corn  goes  through  the  hands  of  so  many  people  who  are  not  regular      

book-keepers,  that  it  would  give  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  perhaps  lead  to       ^  J^^y  ^^34* 
penalties,  without  serving  any  good  purpose,  in  my  opinion. 

3888.  Then  the  only  alteration  you  would  wish  is,  that  the  sale  by  the  imperial 
quarter  or  bushel  should  be  made  imperative  ? — That  is  the  only  alteration  that 
occurs  to  me  to  be  necessary,  and  that  I  have  always  thought  should  be  adopted. 
I  beg  to  add,  that  in  the  beginning  of  1 826,  when  the  Weights  and  Measures  Bill 
came  into  operation,  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Lack,  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
to  state  in  writing  what  I  thought  defective  in  it;  and  I  stated  that  in  my  opinion 
it  should  be  enacted,  that  all  corn  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  sold 
by  imperial  quarter  only ;  or  when  less  than  a  quarter,  by  the  imperial  bushel,  or 
parts  of  a  bushel.  I  also  thought  that  potatoes,  fruit  and  such  things,  that  would 
not  pack  in  a  bushel,  should  be  sold  by  weight  I  further  stated,  that  there  was  no 
positive  law  or  enactment  fixing  what  a  cwt.  was ;  and  that  as  the  customs  duties 
were  imposed  by  the  cwt.,  Goveriunent  could  not  maintain  an  action  for  them,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  it  enacted  that  1 1 2  lbs.  should  be  declared 
to  be  a  cwt.,  56  lbs.  half  a  cwt.,  28  lbs,  quarter  of  a  cwt,  14  lbs.  a  stone,  7  lbs. 
half  a  stone,  3  i  lbs.  a  quarter  of  a  stone,  which  would  make  the  cwt.  divided  into 
eight  parts ;  or  if  the  Cwt.  should  be  divided  into  seven  parts,  16  lbs.  to  be  a  stone, 
8  lbs.  half  a  stone,  that  would  leave  a  quarter  of  a  stone  four  even  pounds.  I  would 
follow  that  up  by  saying,  that  so  far  as  regards  the  poor  thait  would  be  desirable^ 
for  meal  is  sold  by  the  peck  and  stone  in  Scotland,  and  the  peck  and  stone  are 
different  in  different  places. 

3889.  If  it  should  appear  that  the  only  means  of  reconciling  the  dilOGBrent  systeo^s 
of  the  weights  and  measures  which  are  prevalent  in  different  parts  of  •the  empire, 
was  an  enactment,  that  in  all  cases  where  corn  was  sold,  (whether  by  weight 
or  measure,)  the  weight  per  measure  should  be  stated,  would  you  see  any  objection 
to  that  enactment? — No,  I  see  no  objection  to  such  an  enactment  I  understand 
the  question  to  be,  that  where  it  is  the  custom  to  sell  corn  by  weight,  tiiey  should 
always  see  what  a  bushel  of  it  would  weigh,  which  I  should  do  myself  if  I  were  buying 
corn.  If  the  sellers  shipped  it  by  weight,  the  question  I  should  put  to  them  would 
be,  bow  many  pounds  of  that  would  fill  a  boll  ?  which  is  just  the  reveise  of  wliat 
we  do  now.  We  ask  now,  what  would  a  bushel  of  it  weigh  ?  we  should  ask  them, 
how  many  pounds  would  a  bushel  contain?  It  would  come  to  the  same  thing 
putting  it  in  a  different  way.  In  the  case  of  barley  weigliing  56  lbs.  a  bushel,  we 
give  a  great  deal  more  for  the  same  weight  of  it  than  for  barley  weighing  46  lb$t 
per  bushel. 

Mr.  Ztayton  Cooke^  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

3890.  HAVE  you  brought  with  you  a  map,  exhibiting  the  districts  where  the  dif*  Mr.  Layton  Cooke 
ferent  systems  of  selling  of  corn  prevail  ? — Yes,  I  have  (^produces  a  map).  — — — . 

3891.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  describe  what  the  different  systems  are,  and 
where  they  prevail  ? — The  parts  coloured  green  are  those  districts  where  measure 
prevails^  Those  coloured  pink  where  weight  predominates.  The  gr^en  underscored 
with  pinky  where  by  the  return  weight  appears  to  be  used  with  measure.  The  pink 
underscored  green^  where  measure  is  used  with  weight.  The  part  coloured  buff 
distinguishes  places  where  weight  alone  is  used.  It  appears  that  weight  alone  is 
used  only  in  Ireland,  Shetland  and  the  Orkneys.  In  all  the  other  places  where  it 
is  used  it  has  reference  in  some  degree  to  measure. 

3892.  In  the  greater  proportion  of  districts  it  is  by  measure  aloue? — Yes. 

3893.  Whence  have  you  drawn  your  authorities? — 1  have  taken  them  generally 
from  the  local  returns ;  and  the  places  which  are  stated  to  be  guided  by  weight  and 
measure,  I  have  taken  from  the  return  (No.  105)  of  the  inspectors,  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons. 

3894.  Do  you  think  those  returns  are  to  be  relied  upon  ? — I  think  they  are.  Of 
the  150  places  from  which  returns  are  made,  there  are  89  where  measure  aloue  is 
used,  and  59  where  weight  and  measure,  and  measure  and  weight,  are  used  con^ 
jointly  ;  and  there  are  two  places  from  whence  no  returns  were  received.  In  Great 
Britain,  including  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  there  is  no  place  where  weight 
alone  is  used  without  reference  to  measure,  except  in  Shetland  and  the  Orkneys ; 
and  their  dealings  are  very  limited,  beingeonfined  to  their  internal  consumption. 

3895.  Do  they  not  use  weight  alone  in  Liverpool? — No,  it  has  reference  to  a 
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Mr.  La^omCotAe.  nominal  bushel.     The  return  of  the  collector  of  the  custoii\s  states,  that  in  Laver* 

pool  the  com  is  measured  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  in  sacks  of  four  busheb  each, 

8  Joly  1834.       which  are  tallied  upon  the  quay,  frequently  remeasured  by  the  landing  waiter,  and 
checked  by  the  surveyor. 

3896.  The  measuring  there  is  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  duties,  not  as  oue 
of  the  practices  of  the  market? — Yes,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  duties; 
but  I  believe  70  lbs.  has  reference  to  a  bushel ;  when  they  purchase  70  lbs«  they 
ascertain  the  weight  of  the  corn  per  imperial  bushel. 

3897.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  rise  and  fall  in  price  operate  equally  upon  all 
the  qualities  of  com  ? — No,  it  often  happens  that  one  description  of  corn  remains 
stationary,  while  another  is  reduced  in  price.  The  quotations  sometimes  run  thus: 
*^  The  best  wheats  maintained  their  price,  but  the  inferior  qualities  may  be  coo* 
sidered  to  be  from  1  5.  to  2  s.  per  quarter  lower." 

3898.  Then  -are  you  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  state  the  rise  and 
fall  upon  the  inferior  corn  as  well  as  of  the  best  quality  ? — Most  assuredly  it  would, 
if  the  quotations  are  to  be  of  any  use  to  persons  concerned  in  the  com  trade. 

3899.  Do  farmers  generally  consult  the  quotations  ? — ^They  do,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  quantum  of  rise  and  fall  in  the  market  by  which  they  are  governed. 

3900.  It  has  been  stated,  that  farmers  generally  look  to  the  bare  question 
of  rise  and  fall  in  the  London  markets,  rather  than  to  the  degree  of  rise  or  fall  io 
their  own  particular  markets  ;  is  that  so  ? — The  rise  or  fall  in  their  own  particular 
markets  is  in  a  great  measure  consequent  upon  the  rise  and  fall  in  the  London 
market.  Before  they  attend  their  own  market,  farmers  consult  the  Mark-lane 
Journal,  or  the  provincial  papers,  for  the  state  of  the  London  market,  probably  on 
the  preceding  day,  to  determine  the  value  of  their  own  com ;  so  that  the  prices  of 
the  local  markets  are  influenced  by  the  previous  day's  market  in  London. 

3901.  Do  you  think  there  is  time  for  that  ? — Yes ;  there  are  two  papers  published 
in  London,  the  County  Chronicle  and  the  County  Herald,  one  pubUsbed  on 
Monday,  and  the  other  on  Friday,  the  two  principal  market-days  in  Loodoo ;  and 
we  know  that  the  market-day  in  every  county  town  in  the  kingdom  is  on  a  Saturday ; 
that  would  be  governed  by  the  Friday's  market  in  London,  and  the  other  country 
markets,  in  the  intervening  days  between  Tuesday  and  Friday,  would  be  gpvemed 
by  the  Monday's  market.  The  state  of  the  corn-market  is  also  given  in  the  London 
daily  press. 

3902.  Do  practical  noen  require  weight  and  measure ;  or  do  they  possess  means 
of  ascertaining  the  value  of  corn  without  resorting  to  those  tests  ? — They  frequently 
inquire  the  weight ;  but  they  have  the  means  of  determining  the  value  of  com  by 
handling,  smelling  and  looking  at  it,  by  which  they  ascertain  whether  it  be  dry  and 
sweet ;  and  they  also  judge  of  the  weight  of  it  by  the  same  means. 

3903.  Would  the  measure,  weight  and  price,  be  sufficient  to  be  included  m  the 
quotations  ? — For  all  practical  purposes  it  would,  because  com  is  supposed  to  be  in 
good  condition,  unless  specified  to  the  contrary. 

3904.  Would  it  not  be  necessary  to  insert  a  description  of  the  ccmi  in  the  quota- 
tion ? — ^Yes  5  it  is  described  at  present,  and  of  course  it  would  be  necessary  to 
continue  that  mode. 

3905.  Will  you  inform  the  Committee  why  the  measure  and  the  change  of  price, 
with  a  description  of  the  corn,  or  weight  and  change  of  price,  with  a  description  of 
the  com,  would  not  convey  sufficient  information? — The  weight  merely  and 
description  of  the  corn  would  not  convey  so  much  information  as  ought  to  be 
obtained,  because  you  would  not  know  the  quantity  that  would  be  contained  in 
a  buslieL  Less  useful  information  would  be  obtained  by  omitting  weight  or  mea- 
sure than  by  including  both. 

3906.  If  a  practical  man  sees  weight  coupled  with  the  change  of  price  and 
a  description  of  the  corn,  or  measure  coupled  with  the  change  of  price  and 
a  description  of  the  com,  which  is  all  that  the  London  or  the  Liverpool  quotations 
give,  why  is  not  that  sufficient  for  practical  purposes  ? — Because  it  does  not  give 
any  test  of  quality* 

3907.  Is  not  the  greater  part  of  the  corn  which  is  sold  in  this  kingdom  at  present 
sold  by  one  of  those  two  methods? — It  is. 

3908.  Then  it  must  be  sufficient  for  practical  purposes  ? — It  is  not  sufficient  to 
give  the  necessary  information  to  the  public ;  and  when  persons  buy  by  measure 
they  invariably  estimate  the  weight  per  measure.  It  is  insufficient,  because  it  gives 
an  advantage  to  the  purchaser,  who  being  in  the  constant  habit  of  buying,  and%rho 
knows  the  weight  of  the  corn  which  he  is  buying  by  measure,  has  a  decided  advantage 
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in  that  respect  over  the  farmer  j    and  if  he  buys   by   weight  he  has  the  same  Mr.  Layton  Cooke. 
advantage.  ^' 

3909.  How  does  he  have  that  advantage  over  the  farmer? — By  his  constant      8  July  1834. 
practice  of  ascertaining  the  measure  by  the  weight,  or  the  weight  by  the  measure ; 

the  tests  they  usually  employ. 

3910.  Do  you  know  any  means  that  are  resorted  to,  which  occasion  a  variation 
between  the  weights  of  the  bulk  and  the  samples? — If  there  is  any  difference  in 
cleaning  the  bulk  and  the  sample,  it  will  produce  a  corresponding  difference  in  the 
weight  per  bushel ;  or  if  a  farmer  sells  by  a  sample  of  pious  wheat,  a  difference  will 
also  be  visible. 

3911.  What  do  you  mean  by  pious  wheat? — Wheat  which  the  farmer  puts 
jnto  his  best  coat  pocket,  and  carries  once  or  twice  to  church  with  him ;  this  is 
often  termed  pious  or  religious  wheat.  The  corn  may  be  damp  wheo  put  into 
the  bag,  but  by  keeping  it  m  his  pocket  it  becomes  dry ;  he  sells  by  that  sample, 
and  the  purchaser  is  deceived,  for  the  bulk  is  not  so  dry  as  that  which  has  under* 
gone  the  pious  fraud. 

3912.  Then  you  consider  that  weight  and  measure  simply  do  not  give  the  neces- 
sary information  ? — I  do  not  think  that  weight  singly,  or  measure  singly,  would  give 
the  necessary  information  j  neither  would  correct  that  fraud ;  but  if  the  weight  per 
measure  of  the  sample  were  given,  such  a  fraud  would  be  at  once  detected. 

3913.  How  do  you  distinguish  quality  from  condition? — Quality  implies  the 
inherent  properties  of  com ;  condition  its  accidental  state,  such  as  dampness  or 
i)eing  badly  harvested. 

3914.  Could  corn  be  damped  without  the  dampness  being  detected  ? — No,  it 
could  not ;  an  experienced  person  would  detect  it  immediately  on  putting  his  hand 
into  the  sack,  or  any  person  at  all  accustomed  to  corn. 

3915.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  former  Evidence,  that  an  experienced  person 
ivould  detect  dampness  in  com,  while  an  inexperienced  person  would  be  unable  to 
do  so  ? — Almost  any  person  who  has  been  accustomed  to  corn  would  detect  damp* 
ness.  Perhaps  a  person  more  experienced  might  detect  a  less  quantity  of  dampness  ; 
but  I  -do  not  think  it  could  be  damped  without  its  being  detected ;  it  imparts  to 
the  corn  a  coldness  of  handling,  well  known  to  all  persons  in  the  trade* 

3916.  Do  you  consider  the  public  would  be  benefited  if  the  averages  were  taken 
according  to  the  mean  price,  instead  of  the  average  price? — No;  on  the  contrary, 
the  public  is  benefited  by  taking  the  average  price,  as  at  present.  When  it  was 
taken  by  the  mean  price,  we  frequently  heard  of  considerable  purchases  being  made^ 
in  order  to  enhance  the  market  price  ;  but  the  present  method  of  taking  the  average 
price  entirely  prevents  such  a  speculation.  I  do  not  think  that  any  man  or  com- 
pany of  persons,  by  buying  wheat  or  any  other  grain,  could  succeed  in  enhancing 
the  market  in  order  to  reduce  the  duty  in  any  material  degree ;  I  do  not  think  such 
an  attempt  could  end  in  anything  but  ruin  to  themselves. 

3917.  What  are  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  a  change  from  weight 
•singly,  or  measure  singly,  to  the  combined  system  ? — One  great  advantage  would  be 
in  getting  rid  of  the  defective  and  incomplete  standards  now  in  use ;  and  by  adopting 
the  combined  system,  it  would  communicate  to  all  parties  the  most  perfect  infor- 
mation that  is  practicable  of  the  value  of  the  different  kinds  of  com. 

3918.  Where  weight  combined  with  measure  is  used,  does  it  not  resolve  itself 
into  weight  alone? — ^That  will  be  the  case  generally;  but  it  is  occasioned  by 
attempting  an  impossibility,  that  fe,  by  endeavouring  to  have  two  standards  at  the 
same  time,  one  of  measure  and  the  other  of  weight  They  want  to  compel  the 
ineasure  of  eight  gallons  always  to  contain  70  lbs.  weight ;  and  as  that  never  will 
be  the  case,  one  of  the  standards  must  be  abandoned ;  and  the  buyer  preferring  to 
have  70  lbs.  to  having  eight  gallons  of  any  kind  of  com,  it  is  by  no  means  matter 
of  surprise  that  the  standard  of  weight  should  be  adopted. 

3919.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  specifically  what  change  you  would 
Tecommend  as  the  most  advisable  in  theory,  as  well  as  the  most  practicable  ? — I 
think  the  most  simple,  and  consequently  the  best,  would  be  to  use  measure  as 
A  standard,  and  weight  as  the  regulator  of  measure. 

3920.  But  how  would  you  propose  to  carry  that  into  effect,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  fondness  of  the  Irish  and  Liverpool  people  for  weight  aloue,  and 
'that  of  the  London  and  south-eastern  people  for  measure  alone? — I  think,  as  in 
Ireland  they  use  weight  only,  and  are  uniform  in  their  weight,  not,  as  in  England, 
rising  diversified  weights,  it  would  be  well  to  let  them  continue  in  their  internal 
commerce  to  use  weight ;  but  as  soon  as  the  corn  is  shipped  and  brought  to  England, 

0.36.  QQ3  then^  ^ 
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Mr.  Lofton  Cooke,  then  it  should  be  subject  to  the  regulations  proposed  to  be  adopted  at  the  poit 

— ——       where  the  cargo  is  discharged.     It  appears  by  the  map  I  have  produced  to  the 

8Julyi8a4*      Committee,  that  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  kingdom  Obey  use  measure  at 

present,  and  there  is  only  a  very  Umited  portion  where  weight  is  used ;  th^efbre 

I  think  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in  recurring  to  uniformity  of  measure  than  to 

uniformity  of  weigh t,  taking  measure  as  the  standard,  and  weight  as  the  test  of 

quality. 

*  3921.  How  do  you  think  that  that  would  best  be  e&cted  ? — I  do  not  think  tbei^ 

would  be  much  difficulty  in  it  where  measure  now  is  used.     [  think  if  it  was 

adopted  in  London  and  the  principal  towns,  it  would  be  followed  by  the  rest  of 

the  kingdom. 

3922.  What  method  would  you  propose  for  bringing  it  about? — I  do  not  likt 
the  idea  of  penalties  for  enforcing  it  If  a  n^emorandum  of  measure  aad  weighty 
signed  by  the  vendor  and  purdoiaser,  were  delivered  to  the  iospectori  and  the 
memorandum  were  made  evidence  of  the  contract ;  and  if  no  sale  were  valkl  with* 
out  such  memorandum  ;  I  think  it  would  facihtate  the  introduction  of  the  system 
without  resorting  to  penalties. 

3923.  Do  you  think  that  the  mere  operation  of  making  the  weight  per  measure 
returnable  would  have  thai  effect  in  all  cases  where  coi*n  is  returned .^^ — Yes;  but 
in  the  midland  counties  there  would  be  the  greatest  difficulty  in  introducing  it, 
where  vveight  is  used  as  the  slaadai*d. 

3924.  Do  you  conceive  that  tlie  corn-factor  has  any  interest  in  keeping  up  the 
diversity,  or  in  preventing  the  farmer  from  having  the  best  information  ? — There  it 
no  doubt  of  it.  The  merchant  or  corn^aler  is  intimately  acquainted  from  habit 
with  the  diversities  of  the  weights  in  the  market  which  be  is  accustomed  to  attend ; 
the  farmers  are  not  so  weU  acquainted  with  it;  they  are  therefore  liable  to 
imposition. 

3925*  Then  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  faru:ers  are  actually  subject  to  loa^ 
from  the  present  diversities,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  making  calcuJations  ? — I 
have  no  doubt  they  are*  They  are  not  accustomed  to  make  calculations,  nor  do 
they  possess  the  habits  of  business  which  persons  in  the  corn  trade  and  other  trades 
do;  and  they  are  on  that  account  liable  to  be  over-reached. 

3926*  Do  you  think  they  are  aware  of  the  loss  which  they  sustain  ? — I  do  not 
^mk  they  are. 

3927.  In  fact,  the  very  man  who  would  be  the  most  likely  to  lose,  would  be  the 
one  least  likely  to  detect  the  loss? — Yes,  bemg  unacquainted  with  the  rdative  propor* 
tions  and  diversities  of  measure,  and  unable  at  once  to  calculate  the  difference;  and 
those  who  are  competent  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  through  a  tedious  calcula* 
tion  to  arrive  at  the  necessary  result.  Even  merchants  and  dealers,  r  who  are 
conversant  with  the  diversities  of  weights,  do  not  consider  themselves  safe  unless 
they  carry  with  them  a  calculation  assimilating  the  difierent  weights  one  to  the 
other. 

3928.  Might  not  the  farmer  carry  the  same  table? — Yes ;  but  his  concerns  are 
not  so  extensive.  It  certainly  would  be  useful  to  them  to  do  so,  but  they  generally 
neglect  it 

3929.  If  he  carried  a  table  in  his  pocket  it  would  remedy  all  the  inconveniences? 
— No,  it  would  not  even  then,  for  still  some  calculation  would  be  requisite.  Prices 
vary  so  minutely  that  they  would  require  some  calculation  even  then.  For 
example,  I  will  suppose  the  cost  per  barrel  of  280  lbs.  is  30^.,  which  at  60  lbs. 
is  51s.  -5 d.  It  may  happen  to  be  30^.  3d.  or  30^.  4  J.,  and  it  would  then  reqm're 
a  calculation  to  arrive  at  the  proper  conclusion.  The  same  at  33 f.  per  barrel  of 
280  lbs. ;  if  at  62  lbs.  per  bushel,  it  is  58^.  5  id.;  but  if  33  £.  ^.  it  would  require 
a  calculation.  And  the  provincial  weights  are  still  more  difficult  to  calculate ;  for  in 
some  markets  they  are  70  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  63  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  other  weights 
between  these  two ;  and  there  are  two  or  tliree  weights  used  at  the  same  market  for 
a  bushel.  If  a  man  has  been  accustomed  to  sell  at  63  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  he  is 
obliged  to  sell  at  70  lbs.  per  bushel,  he  requires  a  calculation  to  ascertain  its  value; 
and  this  does  not  occur  merely  in  different  markets,  but  many  different  weights  are 
used  in  the  same  market. 

3930.  Now,  considering  that  farmer  does  not  attend  a  great  variety  of  markets^ 
how  can  the  great  diversity  of  weights  and  measures  all  over  the  kmgdom  affect 
him  ?— I  have  just  shown  how  even  in  the  local  market  he  is  materially  affected  by 
the  different  weights ;  but  if  he  has  the  returns  from  London,  as  they  are  by  the 
quarter,  he  has  then  to  reduce  them  from  the  quarter  to  his  own  weights. 

3931.  But 
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3931.  But  the  quarter  must  be  a  measure  with  which  he  is  always  as  well  ac-   Mr.Lu^tm  Ccokt. 
quainted,  as  with  the  particular  weights  in  his  own  market  ? — But  he  knows  nothing  ' 

of  the  weight  of  the  wheat  per  quarter  in  London.     It  may  vary  materially  in       8  July  1834. 
London,  and  he  may  not  be  at  all  aware  of  the  quality  of  the  wheat  that  is  returned 
from  London,  and  he  would  from  those  returns  experience  great  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining the  value  of  his  own  corn.     Besides,  he  might  be  inclined  to  ship  to  London, 
and  he  would  not  know  what  to  expect  when  his  com  arrived  there. 

3932.  How  many  fanners  ship  to  London? — Not  small  farmers  in  the  interior, 
certainly,  but  niany  of  them  on  the  coast  ship  to  London ;  however,  generally, 
they  are  corn-merchants  who  ship  to  London. 

3933.  Then  those  merchants  who  are  in  the  habit  of  shipping  to  London  would 
know  ? — Yes. 

3934«  Then  as  tliose  persoi^  who  do  ship  would  know  the  relative  value  of  corn, 
your  answer  would  not  apply  to  farmers  who  ship  corn  ? — ^Farmers  who  do  not 
ship  corn  might  be  disposed  to  go  to  a  distant  market  if  they  could  get  a  better 
price,  but  which  they  are  unable  to  asceriain,  in  consequence  of  the  returns  being 
made  in  weights  which  they  are  not  accustomed  to. 

3935.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  practice  of  farmers  to  attend  these  distant  markets? 
•—Yes ;  I  have  known  them  for  20  miles  one  way,  and  nearly  as  many  in  the  other 

direction,  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  price.     Many  take  a  range  of  40  miles. 

Adam  Anderson^  ll.d.,  called  in  ;  and  farther  Examined. 

3936.  DO  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  your  former  evidence? — I  was  asked   A.  Anderson, ll,d. 
if  one  mode  of  selling  com  were- to  be  adopted,  which  I  should  prefer,  that  of         ■ 
weighing  alone,  or  that  of  measuring  alone ;  and  I  stated  that  I  believed  neither 

of  the  two  modes  exclusively  could  be  adopted  with  advantage ;  but  if  one  were 
to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  I  thought  it  should  be  measure ;  and  the  reason  I 
assign  is  this :  if  measure  is  abolished,  no  means  will  remain  of  checking  the  weight 
by  measure;  whereas  if  the  measure  is  employed,  the  weights  of  course  are  not 
abolished,  but  they  still  remain  as  a  check  upon  measure ;  therefore  in  the  one 
case  there  is  no  check,  and  in  the  other  there  remains  the  legal  standard  check.  If 
the  measure  is  done  away  with,  no  measure  of  capacity  remains  by  which  the  weight 
can  be  tested  or  compared.  Just  as  there  are  many  substances  which  cannot  be 
used  separately,  but  may  very  well  be  used  conjointly ;  for  instance,  muriatic 
acid  and  soda,  either  of  which,  when  taken  into  the  stomach  separately,  would 
prove  poisonous,  but  both  conjointly  as  a  neutral  salt,  may  not  only  be  taken 
with  safety,  but  as  a  necessary  condiment  of  food.  That  is  an  instance  where 
two  substances  singly  may  be  hurtful,  but  conjointly  may  be  beneficial ;  and  in  this 
-case  neither  of  the  two  tests  singly  would  answer  the  purpose,  but  both  of  them  taken 
togeth  er  would  afford  the  best  criterion  of  the  quantity  and  quality. 

3937-8.  Are  you  aware  that  wheat  may  sometimes  be  so  highly  dried  as 
•actually  to  become  specifically  lighter,  and  afterwards  gain  in  specific  weight  when 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere  ? — Not  long  ago  I  examined  with 
a  powerful  microscope  the  internal  structure  of  a  grain  of  wheat.  I  took  a  thin 
transverse  section  of  it  near  the  centre,  and  found  that  the  bran  consists  of  two 
coats  or  layers.  The  external  coat  is  more  spongy  and  fibrous  than  the  internal 
one,  and  more  dilutable  by  moisture,  The  farinaceous  part,  consisting  of  the 
fecula,  gluten,  and  other  proximate  principles  which  enter  into  its  composition,  is 
more  compact;  but  I  could  still  discern  interspersed  over  it,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  minute  cells,  apparently  filled  with  some  fluid.  It  is  possible  that  after  the 
grain  has  been  exposed  to  a  certain  degree  of  desiccation,  the  contraction  of  the 
more  solid  parts  may  cease ;  and  should  this  be  the  case,  wliile  volatile  cnatter  con- 
tinues to  escape  from  the  cells,  a  satisfactory  explanation  would  be  obtained  of  the 
fact  stated. 

3939.  In  that  case,  would  the  weight  per  bushel  be  a  sufficient  criterion  of  the 
quality  of  the  corn? — I  conceive  that  the  weight,  with  reference  to  measure,  although 
it  aflFords  an  approximation  to  the  value,  is  not  a  perfect  test ;  it  is  the  best  general 
test  perhaps  that  can  be  obtained ;  but  there  are  other  qualities  in  corn,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  long  experience,  such  as  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  grain.  I  stated,  in  the  former  part  of  my  evidence,  that  the  intrinsic 
value  of  grain  increased  in  a  faster  ratio  than  the  weight 

3940.  The  case 'that  has  been  mentioned  would  not  impeach  the  general  accu- 
racy of  the  test,  but  would  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  ? — Certainly. 

0.36.  Q  Q  4  3941*  What 
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A*  Anderson^  ll.d.       394'*  What  do  you  think  is  the  fairest  system  of  taking  the  averages? — Not  to 

take  the  mean  of  the  averages  of  the  separate  districts,  but  to  take  the  average  of 

8  July  1834.  the  whole  grain  bought  and  sold  in  those  districts  collectively,  unless  the  quantities 
of  gra'in  bought  and  sold  in  the  different  districts  be  the  same,  in  which  case  the 
mean  of  the  different  averages  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  the  general  average. 
The  other  would  not  be  a  fair  system,  because  a  small  quantity  of  grain  sold  m  one 
district  would  have  an  undue  influence  over  the  general  average. 

3942.  You  stated,  in  the  former  part  of  your  evidence,  that  you  thought  the  fiars 
were  properly  taken  in  Scotland  ? — Yes. 

3943.  Did  your  answer  apply  to  the  whole  of  Scotland,  or  only  to  Perthshire? 
— It  applies,  from  my  own  knowledge,  to  Perthshire ;  and  firom  very  accurate 
information  I  have  obtained,  to  the  other  districts  of  Scotland. 

3944.  Have  there  not  been  many  complaints  of  their  being  unfairly  taken?— 
Formerly  there  were. 

3945.  In  other  parts  of  ScoUand  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  at  present ;  formerly 
there  were. 

3946.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  absence  of  complaints  of  late  years? — 
I  attribute  it  to  more  correct  modes  having  been  adopted* 

3947.  On  what  grounds  were  the  complaints  made  before  ? — In  some  c&ses  they 
took  merely  a  mean  of  the  prices,  without  regard  to  the  quantity,  which  of  course 
was  not  the  correct  average;  and  in  other  c&ses  they  did  not  conform  to  the 
statute,  by  which   the  prices  were  to  be  struck,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  report 

jDublished  by  the  General  Assembly,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  handed  in  to  the 
03mmittee. 

3948.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  persons  buying  corn  with  reference  to  a  particular 
state  of  the  atmosphere  ? — No,  I  have  not ;  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  fully  aware 
of  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere  under  many  circumstances.  I  mentioned  before,, 
that  the  influence  of  atmospheric  humidity  depends  not  on  the  absolute  quantity  of 
moisture  in  the  air,  but  on  the  relative  quantity.  Thus  in  the  evening  the  air  is* 
absolutely  drier,  but  relatively  damper  than  in  the  morning.  There  is  less  moisture 
in  it,  but  it  is  relatively  damper,  and  will  therefore  aftect  all  substances  whose- 
weight  is  increased  by  moisture,  more  than  where  there  is  a  greater  quantity  of 
moisture  in  the  atmosphere  at  a  more  elevated  temperature. 

3949.  Suppose  you  yourself,  as  a  scientific  man,  required  to  purchase  1,000* 
quarters  of  corn,  should  you  pay  particular  attention  to  the  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere in  purchasing  that  corn  ? — I  think  I  should. 

3950.  Will  you  explain  the  reason  ? — Because  the  atmosphere  would  affect  not 
only  its  volume  or  bulk  but  its  weight,  and  because  those  circumstances  ooght 
to  be  taken  into  account  before  the  real  value  of  the  grain  can  be  determined.. 
The  effect  r^*  perhaps  not  so  great  as  to  lead  practical  men  to  lay  any  stress 
upon  it.       , 

3951.  Suppose  you  had  to  buy  1,000  quarters  of  corn  by  weight,  in  order  to 
sell  again,  should  you  take  care  to  buy  in  one  state  of  the  atmosphere  and  sell  \u 
another  ?-^I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  be  right  to  take  advantage  of  the  public 
ignorancoton  these  subjects,  but  that  knowledge  might  be  so  employed. 

3952.  Supposing  you  had  no  scruple  in  doing  so,  could  you  take  adviintage  of 
that  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

3953-  Would  you  buy  in  dry  weather,  in  purchasing  by  weight? — Yes;  a* 
person  aware  of  that  property  of  the  atmosphere  would  purchase  in  diy  weather,, 
and  sell  when  the  air  was  dan)p. 

3954-  Could  the  same  advantage  be  taken  in  buying  by  measure? — If  measure 
alone  were  employed  there  would  be  an  enlargement  of  bulk  also.  In  fact,  the 
same  objection  applies  to  either  mode  taken  separately. 

3955-  When  would  you  buy  by  measure  ? — In  dry  weather,  and  sell  in  damp, 
weather.  x 

3956.  Then  weight  and  measure  separately  might  lead  to  erroneous  results,  but 
weight  and  measure  conjointly  would  be  a  safeguard  against  such  a  species  of 
.  deception  r — ^Yes.  The  value  of  corn  can  be  determined  by  neither  weight  nor 
measure  disjunctively,  nor  even  with  perfect  accuracy  when  both  these  tests  ofc 
value  are  conjoined  ;  because  there  are  circumstances  by  which  the  quality  of  grain 
is  recognised,  which  have  no  connexion  with  either  weight  or  measure.  But  weight 
and  measure  being  criteria  of  value  that  can  be  accurately  estimated,  afford  the 

best 
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best  and  easiest  means  of  reporting  it;  for  though  the  condition  of  corn,  with  A. Anderson, ll.j}. 

respect  to  smell,  colour,  and  other  circumstances  of  a  similar  description,   always       — — — — 

mingles  with  the  grosser  elements  by  which  an  experienced  corn-dealer  judges  of       8  July  1834, 

its  value,  these  are  of  a  too  minute  and  shadowy  nature  to  be  stated  with  much 

precision,  however  well  they  may   be  understood  and   appreciated  by  tact.     I        ^ 

trust  that  all  my  previous  answers  will  have  clearly  shown  to  the  Committee  my 

opinion  as  to  the  impossibility  of  weight  alone,  or  measure  alone,  being  a  sufficient 

test  for  determining  the  value  of  grain.     I  have  throughout  decidedly  stated  my 

opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  uniting  weight  with  measure.     I  know  that  there 

are  some  corn-dealers  who,  though  they  think  weight  a  necessary  element  of  value 

in  conjujiction  with  measure,  are  not  particularly  desirous  that  the  farmer  should 

adopt  that  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  grain  which  he  brings  to  market. 

The  reason  is  obvious. 


Mercurii^  9^  die  Jidii,  1834. 


THE  HONOURABLE  G.  J.  VERNON,  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Sir  R.  R.  Vyvyafij  Bart.  m.  p.  ;  Examined. 

3957.  HAVE   you  any  communication  to  make  to  this  Committee? — Yes;  Sit R. R.  Vyvym, 
I  have  to  hand  in  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  President  of  the  Chamber        Bart.  m.p. 

of  Commerce  at  Bristol,  being  a  letter  written  to  him  by  a  gentleman  who  has  much  ""TT — T — 

to  do  in  the  com  trade;  and  I  believe  this  letter  will  convey  the  best  information  ^   »*y  ^  34- 
that  can  be  obtained  from  Bristol  upon  this  subject. 

3958.  Have  you  heard  that  the  merchants  of  Bristol  have  experienced  incon- 
veniences from  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  selling  corn? — I  am  not  my-  ^ 
self  conversant  with  the  trade,  but  I  have  reason  to  know  that  great  inconvenience 

exists,  and  that  there  is  a  great  desire  generally  in  Bristol  that  a  uniform  method  of 
selling  corn  should  be  established. 

3959.  Is  the  mode  which  they  would  recommend  for  establishing  that  uniformity 
stated  in  this  letter  ? — It  is. 

[  The  following  Letter  was  read :] 

^'  Dear  Sir,  Bristol,  7  July  1834. 

''  Agreeable  10  my  promise,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
miitee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  regulate  the  mode  of  buying  and  selling  grain,  that 
the  plan  in  use  here  is  by  no  means  regular.  Wheat  is  generally  sold  by  the  weight  of  % 
60  lbs.;  malting  bailey  by  the  imperial  measure  ;  the  inferTor  qualities  of  that  grain  some- 
times by  the  weight  of  5olbs.  and  sometimes  by  the  imperial.  Oats  by  the  weight  of 
39  lbs.,  and  at  others  by  the  imperial,  which  several  weights  are  supposed  to  answer  to  the 
imperial  bushel.  The  principal  shipments  of  grain  we  receive  in  this  port  are. from  Ireland, 
South  Wales,  and  the  West  of  England;  the  former  exports  by  barrels,  of  wheat  280 lbs., 
barley  224  lbs.,  and  oats  196  lbs. ;  the  two  latter  by  the  imperial  measure.  In  Gloucester 
the  sales  are  made  generally  by  weight,  except  malting  barley,  which  sells  by  the  imperial; 
wheat  60  lbs.,  grinding  barley  49 lbs.,  and  oats  39  lbs.  Birmingham  (supplies  in  a  great 
measure  from  Gloucester),  except  as  in  the  former  instance  of  mailing  barley,  which  is  sold 
by  the  imperial,  sells  by  weight;  wheat  62  lbs.,  barley  49 lbs.,  and  oats  39 lbs.  Our  large 
district  country  markets,  such  as  Devizes  and  Warminster,  sell  their  wheat  and  oats  by  the 
Winchester,  and  their  barley  by  the  imperial  measure.  These  several  weights  and  measures 
tend  to  perplex  and  make  the  trade  irregular  in  its  operations,  for  though  the  law  obliges 
a  specific  contract  to  be  entered  into  by  tiie  buyer  and  seller,  when  a  sale  is  made  by  any 
other  than  the  imperial  measure,  yet  tciis  in  very  few  instances  resorted  to.  In  my  humffle 
opiuion,  a  standard  measure  for  the  whole  kingdom,  assimilating  itself  to  the  neai*est  average 
vreight  of  the  grain  it  represents,  would  be  the  most  eligible  and  fairest  mode  of  selling ; 
but  the  enactments  and  penalties  must  be  rigid,  or  the  inveterate  habits  and  customs  would 
not  be  overcome. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Charles  Vtmng." 
"  Ry.  Bush,  Esq; 

Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce." 

0.36.  It  R 
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William  Roche,  Esq.  m.  p.  ;  Examined. 

WUHamRocke,         3960.  HAVE  you  received  a  communication  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at 
Esq.  M.P.         Limerick  on  this  subject  ? — I  have  received  this  letter,  which  I  beg  to  hand  to  the 
Committee. 

[The  following  Lettei*  was  read:] 

**  Dear  Sir,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Limerick,  4  July  1834. 

**  Letters  having  been  received  in  town  and  read  at  the  Board  of  Directors  this  day,  refer- 
ring to  the  examination  now  making  before  Parliament  into  the  custom  of  measuring  grain 
in  London,  and  the  importance  of  an  aheration  in  that  system  being  anxiously  desired  by 
thb  body  and  by  the  cora  trade  of  Ireland  in  general,  I  am  directed  to  inquire  whether  tfaie 
examination  still  continues,  in  order  that  a  petition  should  be  forwarded  horn  this  body, 
praying  an  alteration  from  the  present  system  of  measure  in  London  to  that  of  weight,  pur- 
sued in  most  other  ports  in  England  and  Scotland. 

'^The  system  of  measure  leaves  an  opportunity  for  fraud  in  almost  every  transactioo,  and 
hence  operates  prejudicially  to  the  fair  trader,  as  well  as  to  the  extension  of  the  cora  trade 
of  Ireland  with  London.  Vou  are  aware  that  our  purchases  from  the  farmers  are  made  by 
weight,  that  our  shipments  are  subsequently  made  in  like  manner  by  weight;  and  that 
whether  this  quantity  be  discharged  or  not  in  London,  the  shipmaster  is  not  liable  for  any 
deficiency,  nor  in  fact  in  any  instance  can  the  quantity  discharged  be  accurately  ascertained 
by  measure.  This  mode  leaves  an  opening  for  three  fraudulent  operations :  viz.  in  the  ship- 
ment at  this  side  of  the  water,  when  the  cargo  is  sold  free  on  board  ;  in  the  transit,  as  the 
captain  or  crew  may  pilfer  with  impunity ;  and  in  the  discharge  at  London,  where  the 
persons  employed  in  measuring  may  by  dexterity  or  carelessness  in  the  present  mode  of  ope- 
ration, make  a  serious  difference  in  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  to  the  party  for  whose  account 
it  is  sold.  In  every  point  of  view  the  system  in  the  port  of  London  is  most  objectionable, 
and  requires  the  interveution  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  remedy  it. 

^  Opposition,  we  are  aware,  will  arise  to  any  alteration  in  the  system  of  metage,  and 
these  will  be  urged  powerfully  by  the  corporation  of  London;  hot  as  it  is  to  the  mode  we 
object,  and  not  to  the  charge,  this  difficulty  may  be  got  over;  for  while  the  ioteretu  of  the 
trade  are  protected  by  the  alteration,  the  revenue  of  the  corporation  of  Loodoo  will  not  be 
interfered  with. 

"  Be  so  good  as  to  commimicate  the  substance  of  this  letter  to  your  colleague,  Mr* David 
Roche,  and  request  his  co-operation. 

<*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  ''  John  Rochford, 

*'  Wm.  Roche,  Esq.  M.P."  «  Vice-President." 

I  beg  to  add,  that  they  are  a  chartered  and  corporate  body,  and  are  individually 
persons  of  the  highest  respectability  and  intelligence ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
anything  they  state  may  be  relied  upon.  I  can  also  state,  that  I  am  satisfied  that 
weight  is  a  better  test  of  quantity  than  measure,  from  an  experiment  which  I  recol- 
lect to  have  seen  tried  in  Limerick.  Two  men  were  employed  to  fill  a  barrel  of 
salt,  both  of  them  apparently  of  equal  strength ;  one  of  them,  however,  who  was 
much  more  dexterous  than  the  other,  contrived  to  put  a  quarter  of  a  cwt.  more 
into  the  barrel,  by  the  peculiar  knack  with  which  he  raised  the  shovel  and  let  it  fall, 
with  that  compressed  force,  into  the  barrel.  That  is  one  of  the  circumstances 
which  satisfies  me,  that  ascertaining  quantity  by  weight  is  much  preferable  to  ascer- 
taining it  by  measure.  The  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  assign  several 
practical  reasons  why  the  corn  trade  of  Limerick  and  of  all  Ireland  would  be 
materially  injured  if  their  corn  were  to  be  disposed  of  here  by  measure  instead  of 
weight.  As  I  stated  before,  they  are  persons  of  great  respectability  and  import- 
ance, from  the  extent  of  their  commerce  and  information.  As  a  body,  they  have 
been  established  for  above  20  years  j  and  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  who 
we  all  know  is  a  highly  intelligent  man  himself,  is  equally  acquainted  with  their 
respectability  and  intelligence ;  I  am,  therefore,  quite  satisfied,  that  any  observations 
they  make  are  very  well  entitled  to  attention. 

3961.  Can  you  state  anything  as  to  the  inconveniences  they  complain  of,  more 
than  what  is  stated  in  this  letter  ? — No,  I  cannot  personally  slate  anything  to  confirm 
what  they  have  stated,  but  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  any  representation  of  theirs 
is  most  pure  and  most  genuine. 

3962.  Have  you  had  any  other  communications  with  them  on  the  subject  ? — No ; 
it  appears  that  they  were  not  apprised  of  the  sitting  of  this  Committee  until  lately, 
and  that  they  were  prepared  to  forward  a  petition,  which  of  course  would  be  a  great 
deal  more  comprehensive  than  this,  and  entering  into  more  explicit  details,  but 

they 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  307 

tbey  sent  thi»  letter  on  the  spur  of  the  moment     I  can  only  repeat,  that  from  the     fFilUam  Roehe, 
experiment  I  saw  tried,  and  indeed  from  my  own  conviction  upon  every  other  view         E«q.  m.f. 
of  the  matter,  I  think  ascertaining  quantity  by  weight  is  a  considerably  more  fair       ~ 
and  correct  mode  than  doing  it  by  measure,  ^  ^^^  *^* 

3963.  As  the  merchants  of  London  are  so  well  satisfied  with  their  system  of  mea- 
sure,  it  would  appear  to  be  very  difficult  to  induce  them  to  exchange  that  system  for 
one  of  weight ;  and  as  the  people  of  Ireland  are  equally  wedded  to  their  system  of 
weight,  do  you  not  think,  if  the  Legislature  were  to  prescribe  that  in  all  cases  where 
com  is  now  sold  by  weight  it  might  continue  to  be  sold  by  weight,  but  that  the 
weight  per  bushel  should  be  stated,  that  weight  per  bushel  to  be  ascertained  by 
measuring  a  certain  portion  of  the  whole  bulk  that  had  been  weighed  ;  that  in  that 
manner  the  inconvenience  of  which  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  complains,  and 
the  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  Irish  with  the  English  system,  might  be  avoided? 
— I  should  be  disposed  to  answer  tlie  question  in  two  points  of  view  ;  first,  as  to 
the  merchants  of  London  being  disposed  to  adhere  to  their  system  of  measure. 
I  think  the  question  is,  whether  sale  by  measure  or  sale  by  weight  is  preferable ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  in  a  national  and  general  sense,  if  it  is  proved  that  sale  by 

weight  will  be  fairer  or  preferable  to  sale  by  measure^  that  it  woald  be  proper  for  this  ^ 

Cou^mittee  to  recomniNend  that  tlmt  sh<Hild  be  the  uqivefsal  practice.  Then  as 
regards  the  mode  of  correctiBg  Pleasure  by  we^ht,  it  might  have  some  utility,  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  it  would  have  perfect  utility,  or  correct  the  error  entirely, 
unless  every  bushel  so  measured  were  weighed. 

3964.  But  if  it  should  appear  from  investigations  of  the  comparative  value  of  the 
different  systems,  that  neither  weight  nor  measure  singly  were  a  sufficient  criterion 
of  the  quality,  perhaps  not  even  of  the  quantity  of  the  corn,  but  that  weight  per 
bushel  was  the  best  practical  test  which  could,  under  existing  circumstances,  be 
arrived  at  j  do  you  not  consider  that  the  Legislature  would  do  right  in  prescribing  that, 
seeing  that  it  would  have  the  additional  recommendation  of  reconciling  the  two 
systems  of  weight  and  measure  ? — It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  complex  plan, 
uniting  sale  by  j[ieasure  and  sale  by  weight,  and  I  should  be  disposed  to  prefer  the 
one  or  the  other,  according  as  science,^  as  experience  and  as  facts  would  satisfy  me 
which  was  preferable.  I  should  rather  adhere  to  either ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  appears  that  ascertaining  quantity  by  weight  is  not  sufficient,  without  connecting  it 
with  measure,  if  that  be  scientifically,  experimentally  and  practically  proved,  I  must 
give  up  my  opinion.  I  am  only  arguing  upon  my  impression,  that  ascertaining 
quantity  by  weight  is  superior  to  any  other  mode,  and  is  sufficient. 

3965.  Are  you  intimately  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  selling  com  in  Ireland  ? 
— I  am  not  practically  connected  with  it,  but  I  know  the  usage  in  Limerick; 
I  know  that  it  is  sold  there  by  weight. 

3966.  You  are  not  practically  acquainted  with  any  other  inconveniences  con- 
nected with  the  sale  or  shipment  of  com  in  Ireland,  than  what  are  stated  in  that 
letter  ? — No ;  and  I  conceive  that  does,  in  a  brief  way,  convey  all  that  the  limits  of 
a  letter  would  permit  them  to  state.  If  this  Committee  continues  to  sit,  I  will  write 
to  my  constituents,  and  I  am  certain  they  will  give  more  comprehensive  and  minute 
details,  and  point  out  many  facts  and  circumstances  whi^i  they  had  not  time  to  do 
then ;  but  from  my  general  knowledge,  from  all  I  have  ever  heard  on  the  question, 
and  from  my  communication  with  the  mercantile  body,  I  can  bear  them  out  in  the 
facts  they  state  in  this  letter.  . 

3967.  Do  you  conceive  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at 
Limerick  to  send  witnesses  to  be  examined  before  this  Committee  ? — I  am  sure 
they  would  be  very  glad  to  do  so  if  they  had  an  opportunity.  It  might  not'  be- 
worth  their  while  to  pay  the  expenses  of  sending  witnesses  here,  but  it  might  hap- 
pen that  some  of  their  body  would  be  in  London,  and  I  might  request  thepa  to 
come  here  and  give  that  practical  information  which  is  required.  If  this  Com- 
mittee continues  to  sit,  I  will  apply  to  them  to  state  their  sentiments  in  a  more 
comprehensive  and  practical  m'anner  than  this  letter  conveys.  I  requested  a  gien* 
deman,  who  is  at  present  in  London,  whose  father  is  at  the  head  of  an  eminent 
commercial  house  in  Limerick,  to  give  evidence  before  the  Committee  to*day ;  and 
in  reply  to  that  request  I  received  this  letter,  which  I  beg  to  hand  in. 

[The  following  Letter  was  read  .•] 
'*  My  dear  Sir, 

'*  I  regret  my  leaving  town  for  a  few  days  will  prevent  my  availing  myself  of  the  oppor* 

tmiity  yon  have  given  me  to  be  examined  on  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures  of  cora^ 
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WiUiam  Rocht      ^^  perplexing  to  as  in  Ireland  ;  but  I  trust  the  Committee  now  sitting  will  see  the  advaocages 

Esq.  M.p.    *     of  assimilating  the  weighu  in  all  English  and  Irish  markets,  as. no  person  can  doubt  the 

,.i.«-__       advantage  of  a  simplification  of  trade.     The  plainer  and  clearer  it  be  the  better,  as  to  the 

Q  July  i834«       system  of  measure  mentioned.     Of  weights  adopted  for  this  market,  I  am  sure  there  can  be 

but  one  opinion  on  it,  namely,  it  is  bad,  as  it  leaves  so  great  an  opening  for  fraud,  over 

which  the  Irish  shippers,  who  buy  by  weight,  can  have  no  control,  as  all  depends  on  either 

the  honesty  or  dexterity  of  the  meters  here,  who  have  it  in  their  poveer  either  to  fill  the 

bushel  heavy  or  light,  as  may  suit  their  interest;  and,  generally  speakmg,  they  are  of  a  class 

on  whom  much  cannot  be  relied.    It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  state  the  annexed  to 

prove  the  loss  Irish  shippers  are  liable  to  from  the  present  mode,  should  the  meter  be  in- 

clined  to  favour  the  buyer.    Suppose  I  ship  two  cargoes  of  oats,  say  1,000  bolls  of  190  lbs. 

each  boll ;  this  oats  has  been  shipped  by  me  from  one  bulk;  it  should  measure  the  same; 

but  on  receipt  of  my  sales  I  find  that  one  vessel's  cargo  is  made  to  weigh  41  tbs/^per  bosbe), 

and  the  oihet  cargo  4a  lbs.  per  bushel,  which  create  the  following  loss  to  mei  ' 

1,000  bolls,  weighing  196  lbs.  each  boll,  41  lbs.  per  bushel,  makes  597  |  quarters. 
1,000  bolls,  weighing  196  lbs.  each  boll,  43  lbs.  per  bushel,  makes  583 1  quarters. 

Loss    •    -    -      14  ^  quaners. 

So  you  see,  by  filling  the  bushel  heavy,  I  have  a  loss  on  latter  cargo  of  14  ^  quarters,  which, 
at  30  <•  per  quarter,  would  be  21  /.  7  «•  6  J.  This  diffcfTence  in  measurement  is  not  ideal,  it 
is  what  occurs  every  day,  and  must  point  out  the  disadvantage  of  such  a  system*  Trasting 
you  will  excuse  my  trespassing  so  long  on  your  time, 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your's  truly, 

.     ''9July  i834.'^  '' Ric¥  RusmlL'' 

Daniel  CaUaghan^  Esq.,  m.  p.,  Examined* 

DanUl  CaUagkan,       3q68.  HAVE  you  seen  a  letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Limerick? 
Esq.  M.p.         — ^Yes,  I  have.     I  think  it  details  very  fairly  the  objectioQs  which  arise,  and  which 
.  are  expressed  by  Irish  merchants,  in  consequence  of  com  being  sold  by  measure  in 

England,  while  the  usual  practice  in  Ireland  is  to  sell  it  by  weighw  They  buy  it 
of  (he  farmers  by  weight,  and  sell  it  for  export  by  weight;  and  those  who  do  not 
sell  at  a  price  on  board,  but  consign  for  sale  to  this  oiarket,  experience,  very  often, 
great  uncertainty  in  the  result.  At  one  port  the  same  quality  of  com  will  be 
returned  to  them  as  having  produce^  more  quarters  than  at  another  port;  and 
these  are  uncertainties  which  they  are  unable  to  account  for,  and  which  renders 
it  extremely  hazardous  to  engage  in  shipments  of  corn  to  England* 

3969.  Can  you  state  the  leans  on  Which  shipments  are  usually  made? — ^The 
shipments  are  usually  made  by  the  Irish  barrel.  Wheat  20  stone,  barley  16  stone, 
oats  14  stone,  and  the  price  is  free  on  board ,  dependent  upon  the  weight  per 

bushel  at  which  that  corn  is  engaged  to  tura  out  For  instance,  oats  of  a  quality 
to  weigh  40  lbs.  the  bushel,  are  generally  bought  and  sold  at  a  higher  price  than 
those  which  weigh  only  37  lbs.  and  38  lbs.  the  bushel ;  but  I  have  known  instances 
where  the  inferior  corn  of  37  Ibs^r  38  lbs.  the  bushel,  has  been  worth  more  in  the 
Irish  markets  for  shipment  to  England,  than  the  better  description  of  corn  of  40  lbs» 
to  the  bushel.  # 

3970.  How  do  you  account  for  that? — By  the  occasionally  high  price  in  the 
Channel  ports,  where  they  are  fonder  of  light-weighted  oats  than  they  seem  to  be 
in  the  port  of  London. 

3971.  How  is  it  that  they  are  able  on  shipping  corn  from  Ireland  to  England  tx> 
bargain  that  the  corn  will  weigh  so  much  per  bushel  on  arrival  in  England,  if  com 
be  sold  entirely  by  weight  in  Ireland,  and  never  measured  ? — Every  dealer  in  corn 
in  Ireland  is  provided  with  an  imperial  bushel,  and  he  measures  the  gi'ain  as  he 
receives  it  from  the  farmer,  for  his  own  information  as  to  the  quality.  The  mea- 
sure is  certainly  a  better  indication  of  quality,  when  compared  with  the  weight,  than 
the  weight  alone. 

3972.  In  all  shipments  of  corn  at  Limerick,  and  the  other  ports  of  Ireland,  is  it 
not  the  custom  for  the  shipper  to  8iscertahi  what  the  imperial  bushel,  or  some  given 
measure  of  corn,  will  weigh  ? — ^It  certainly  is. 

3973.  And  can  he  not  by  bringing  the  whole  weight  of  the  shipment  into  im- 

eaial  bushels,  or  such  other  measure,  ascertain  the  measurement  of  the  whole? — 
o  doubt  he  could. 

3974-  And  thereby  can  he  not  detect  any  pilfering,  as  well  as  any  defective 
measurement  in  the  port  of  London  ? — No  j  he  may  find  the  cargo  turn  out  fewer 

bushels 
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bushels  than  he  expected;  but  whether  this  results  from  a  different  mode  of  filling  Daniel Callaghan, 
the  bushel,  or  from  pilfering,  he  cannot  tell.  Esq-  m.p. 

3975*  You  think  that  he  will  be  able  to  detect  the  loss,  but  not  the  cause  of      

that  loss? — It  is  very  evident  that  if  there  be  fraud  in  the  port  of  London,  there      9  J"^y  1834. 
will  be  a  different  result  from  that  which  he  anticipated  at  the  shipment  of  the  * 

corn  at  Limerick,  or  any  other  place ;  but  the  mere  detection  of  tlie  loss  is  of  but 
little  value  to  him» 

5976.  One  of  the  grounds  of  complaint  here  is,  that  in  the  transit  the  captain 
orxrew  may  pilfer  the  com,  in  consequence  of  the  com  being  sold  by  weight  in 
Ireland,  and  by  measure  in  London  ? — He  may  be  defrauded  in  that  way  too,  and 
that  might  account  for  the  difference  in  the  result  between  the  nieasurement  at 
Limerick  c^nd  the  measurement  in  London.  It  may  have  been  pilfered  by  the  cap- 
tain or  crew,  and  I  do  not  see  what  security  he  could  have  against  that,  no  matter 
whether  he  shipped  the  corn  by  measure  or  by  weight. 

3977.  If  he  has  taken  an  account  of  the  measure  and  weight  of  the  corn  in  Ire- 
landy  how  is  it,  if  a  deficiency  should  arise  in  measuring  the  corn  in  London,  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  the  deficiency  arose,  whether 
the  corn  had  lost  in  weight  or  measure  owing  to  the  abstraction  of  a  part  of  the 
^orn,  or  from  accidental  circumstances? — I  have  in  my  experience  known  a  great 
many  instances  wheie  there  was  a  greater  deficiency  than  it  was  imagined  there 
ought  to  have  been,  between  the  turn  put  in  London,  and  the  quantity  shipped  in 
Ireland  ;  but  generally  speaking,  on  the  captain  giving  his  own  affidavit  and  that 
of  the  crew,  that  be  did  not  purloin  any  of  the  corn,  it  was  considered  satisfactory. 
I  have  never  known  any  instance  of  a  recovery  from  the  captain  for  an  alleged 
deficiency  on  a  voyage,  though  there  may  have  been  some. 

3978*  Supposing  the  system  of  weight  only,  without  any  reference  to  measure, 
were  adopted  in  the  port  of  London,  instead  of  measuring,  would  riot  the  Irish 
shipper  be  liable  to  the  same  difficulties  as  he  experiences  at  present? — No,  I  should 
say  not,  because  the  captain  would  have  no  objection  whatever  to  sign  a  bill  of 
lading  for  weight,  if  it  is  positive  and  not  to  be  varied,  and  he  would  engage  to 
deliver  that  weight  at  the  port  of  London.  There  might  be  a  difference  in  the 
mode  of  heaping  the  bushel  measure  at  one  port,,  as  compared  with  that  which 
prevailed  in  another;  and  I  think  a  pmdent  captain  of  a  ship  would  always  make 
some  reservation  that  he  was  not  answerable  for  the  turn  out.  if  it  were  to  be  in 
noeasured  quarters  or  bushels. 

3979,  If  the  corn  were  wholly  weighed  in  Ireland,  and  wholly  measured  in  Lon- 
don, it  is  possible  that  the  shipper  might  be  exposed  to  losses  against  which  he  would 
be  unable  to  provide ;  but  if,  as  you  say,  the  corn  was  shipped  in  Ireland  by  weight, 
with  reference  to  the  imperial  bushel,  and  that  the  com  were,  measured  in  London, 
with  reference  to  a  certain  weight  per  bushel,  it  does  not  exactly  appear  how  it  is 
that  the  deficiency  cannot  be  detected  ? — If  there  be  no  plunder,  the  deficiency  can 
only  arise  from  the  difference  of  measurement  between  the  two  places. 

3980.  But  the  weight  per  measure  would  detect  pilfering?— The  weight  would 
be  with  reference  to*  the  bushel,  for  a  small  aliquot  part  of  the  cargo,  a  small- 
difference  in  the  weight  of  the  bushel,  might  make  a  great  difference  in  the  weight 
of>the  cargo.  Oats  might  be  shipped  by  the  cwt,,  and  the  quality  engaged  to  be 
40  lbs.  per  bushel;  but  if  it  weighed  40  Jibs.,  or  41  lbs.,  it  would  be  still  called 
40  lbs. ;  and  the  variation,  by  the  bushel,  of  a  small  portion  of  a  pound,  would 
make  a  great  difference  in  the  result  of  the  cargo ;  I  do  not  see,  therefore,  that 
there  could  be  more  security  to  the  shipper  in  carrying  on  the  trade  in  corn  by  mea- 
sure than  by  weight ;  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  great  inconvenience  felt  in  that 
practice,  because  every  merchant  of  experience  will  regulate  himself  by  the  custom  of 
the  port  to  which  he  sends  his  goods.  I  apprehend  the  difference  may  be  ascertained 
when  uneasured,  if  the  weight  is  taken  into  account,  that  is,  weight  and  measure ; 
and  if  it  is  weighed  and  measured  when  sentkway,  and  measured  and  weighed  when 
it  is  received  in  London,  an^ifference  which  arises,  of  course,  can  be  accounted 
for  ;  if  there  is  not  the  measure,  there  will  not  be  the  weight.  There  are  no  two 
results  differing  the  one  from  the  other  that  cannot  be,  in  some  way  or  other, 
accounted  for,  or  an  attempt  made  to  account  for  it ;  but  for  the  simplicity  of  mer- 
cantile transactions,  it  no  doubt  would  be  better  if  corn  was  sold  by  weight  $t  one 

port  as  well  as  the  other.   There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  of  the  two  simple  processes,  • 

that  by  weigrtt  is  more  positive  than  by  measure,  because  the  measure  may  weigh 
more  or  less,  according  as  it  is  heaped,  according  as  the  measurer  does  his  duty 
<:orrectly  or  otherwise. 
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Daniel  CoUaghan^       398 1 .  In  buying  corn,  does  not  the  buyer  of  corn  in  Ireland  take  into  consido^ 

Esq.  M.P.  tion  measure  as  well  as  weight  ? — I  think  the  buyer  of  corn,  for  export  to  England, 

""■^ does  always  bear  in  view  measure  as  well  as  weight ;  for  when  he  eomes  to  deal 

9  July  1834.  ^j^jj  ^jjg  English,  he  requires  to  know  the  weight  per  bushel. 

•  3982.  Does  not  that  fix  both  the  measure  and  the  weight? — ^No;  in  the  one 

case,  there  is  an  engagement  between  the  captain  of  the  ship  and  the  expordDg 
merchant  for  weight,  and  in  the  other  case  there  is  an  engagement  betwi^n  the 
exporting  merchant  and  the  buyer  in  London  as  to  the  weight  per  bushel,  flnit 
weight  indicating  quality  more  than  anything  else. 

3983.  Then  any  deviation  from  weight  and  measure  is  detected  in  Londoo, 
where  it  is  both  weighed  and  measured  ? — I  have  said  before,  it  must  always  be 
detected';  but  it  is  not  so  easily  accounted  for  satisfactorily  to  the  shipper  as  if  the 
corn  was  sold  by  weight  only. 

3984.  What  is  the  character  of  the  captains  of  the  vessels  by  whom  the  corn  is 
shipped ;  are  they  such  persons  as  can  generally  be  relied  upon  ? — Yes,  I  think 
ihey  are. 

3985.  Persons  upon  whom  the  shipper  can  place  confidence  ? — Of  course  the 
shipper  in  Ireland  will,  if  he  is  judicious,  select  the  best  ships ;  and  they  prefer 
generally  those  ships  which  have  been  accustomed  to  carry  grain  from  some  of 
the  ports  in  England  to  some  other  ports  in  England.  The  captains  are  gene- 
rally very  respectable. 

3986.  In  the  course  of  your  transactions  have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  complain 
of  the  captains  by  whom  you  ship  corn  ? — I  have  stated  before,  that  I  have  been 
engaged  a  good  deal  in  shipments  of  corn  to  England,  and  I  have  seen  difierent 
results  from  what  the  shipper  anticipated,  and  that  in  all  svch  cases  the  captain 
^ves  affidavits  or  attestations  for  himself  and  crew  that  there  has  been  no  plun* 
(ter,  which  is  generally  considered  satisfieictory.  In  the  case  of  sbippbg  in  sacks, 
if  you  ship  1,000  sacks  of  corn,  they  will  sign  a  bill  of  lading  for  1,000  sacks;  but 
if  you  say  1,000  sacks,  containing  200  lbs.  to  each,  they  will  say,  weight  excited 
or  weight  unknown. 

3987.  That  is  not  the  case  where  the  corn  is  loose? — In  those  cases,  the  cap- 
tains see  it  weighed,  and  they  sign  for  the  weight  accordingly ;  but  when  they 
arrive  at  their  port  of  destination,  and  their  cargo  is  taken  from  them  by  mea- 
sure, they  will  not  allow  that  measure  is  always  correct,  or  determines  Ae 
weight ;  tliey  say^  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  measure,  we  have  delivered  the 
weight  which  we  took  in. 

3988.  Have  you  never  had  reason  to  suppose  that  firauds  have  taken  place  on  the 
part  of  the  captain  or  -the  crew  ?— No,  I  never  have. 

3989.  You  never  heard  of  any  part  of  the  com  being  abstracted  ? — No,  I  never 
have.  There  might  be  pilfering  in  the  port  of  London,  or  any  great  river  like  this. 
I  have  heard  of  such  things,  but  it  has  not  come  within  my  experience. 

3990.  By  whom  is  the  corn  weighed  when  it  is  shipped  in  Limerick? — It  is 
weighed  by  the  party  who  ships  it. 

3991 .  Are  they  such  persons  as  can  be  trusted  ? — There  are  various  classes.  J 
would  beg  to  add,  that  with  reference  to  the  trade  of  corn  in  Ireland,  it  does  not 
occur  to  me  that  we  have  any  interest  in  having  com  sold  by  weight  any  more 
than  by  measure,  or  by  measure  any  more  tlian  by  weight  in  England.  It  may 
be  more  simple  for  simple  people  that  the  practice  should  be  uniform^  but  I  think 
this  should  be  left  to  the  parties  where  corn  is  bought  to  be  consumed;  I  think 
they  are  the  best  judges  of  how  they  should  buy  it.  They  may  be  wrong  some- 
times, but  generally  they  will  take  care  of  their  own  interests. 

3992.  In  your  judgment,  what  would  be  the  best  corrective  of  the  incoove- 
niences  complained  of  in  that  letter  ?-^I  think  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  par- 
ties themselves  who  ship  corn  in  Ireland,  so  to  reg^te  their  business,  that  they 
need  experience  no  difficulty. 

3993.  Do  you  not  conceive,  that  taking  into  consideration  the  afiection  of  the 
Irish  people  for  their  system  of  weight,  and  that  of  the  London  people  for  their 
system^  of  measure,  that  there  would  be  gieat  difiiculty  ia  adopting  one  of  tlioee 

•  systems  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  ? — I  thmk  the  Irish  &rmer  generally  wotild. 

prefer  selling  by  weight,  because  he  thinks  he  may  have  oiore  advaAge  in  doiii^ 
so ;  especially  as  the  corn  is  generally  harvested  in  a  more  damp  state  than  it  is  in 
England.     I  have  heard  of  foolish  farmers  sprinkling  their  grain  in  order  to  gain 
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ifeight,  witboat  considering  that  the  buyer,  seeing  it,  would  give  bim  a  lower  price    D^f»i^  CaUcgham^ 
for  it  per  barrel  on  this  account.  ^'  ^'^* 

3994.  Do  you  not  think  the  London  merchants  would  prefer  selling  by  measure?      .    j  i     ^^^ 
— I  take  for  granted  the  London  merchant  likes  to  sell  by  measure  instead  of       ^   "  y  *  34» 
weight,  because  that  practice  has  so  long  prevailed, 

3995.  Then  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  prevailing  on  the  London  people  t6 
change  their  system  for  one  of  weight ;  perhaps  as  much,  or  more,  than  to  prevail  on 
the  Irish  to  change  their  system  of  weight  to  one  of  measure  ? — There  might  be,  cer- 
tainly ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  compulsory  laws 
upon  these  subjects.  People  will  evade  them,  and  do  evade  them,  where  it  is  their 
interest  to  do  so.  I  will  give  you  an  instance  of  that:  there  was  a  law  in  existence 
that  all  sales  of  liquids,  such  as  wines  and  whiskey,  in  Ireland,  should  be  by  the  im- 
perial gallon  ;  and  it  goes  to  this  extent,  that  if  liquids  are  sold  by  any  other  meaa^ire 
than  that,  the  amount  cannot  be  recovered  by  law.  But  nevertheless,  in  the  place 
where  I  live  all  spirits  are  sold  by  the  Irish  gallon ;  and  the  old  practice  has  con- 
tinued notwithstanding  that  law.  I  take  it,  therefore,  that  any  compulsory  measure 
of  the  kind  will  fail  unless  the  people  be  satisfied  that  their  interest  is  in  favour  of 
it ;  and  very  often  their  interests  will  be  affected  by  local  considerations ;  for  instance, 
in  the  case  of  spirits  in  Ireland,  people  who  sell  spirits  there  had  measpres  of  the 
old  calibre  when  the  law  was  passed,  and  they  did  not  like  to  throw  them  aside; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Irish  measures  hold  less  than  the  imperial  measure,  and 
the  party  who  has  to  sell  the  spirits  likes  that  his  goods  should  appear  at  as  low 
a  price  as  possible  by  the  gallon  ;  and  he  did  not  like  to  adopt  the  imperial  gallon 
on  that  account*  for  he  would  be  nominally  charging  a  higher  price  to  the  consumer 
than  before.  The  law  has  therefore  been  evaded.  A  prudent  man»  by  selling  by 
the  Irish  gallon,  would  say  loo  gallons  of  spirits  equal  to  so  many  imperial  gallons, 
but  they  put  down  the  price  of  the  Irish  gallons  in  their  sales ;  and  I  think  if  there 
was  any  law  interdicting  ttiem  from  selling  corn  by  weight,  or  otherwise  than  by 
measure,  in  Irelaud,  they  would  not  adopt  it. 

3996.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Irish,  and  of  those  per- 
sons who  sell  by  weight,  to  ascertain  the  weight  per  bushel  of  their  corn?-*-I  believe 
the  farmers  generally  confer  with  each  other  as  to  the  quality  of  their  corn ;  they 
know  very  well  by  looking  at  it  what  it  will  weigh,  for  the  object  of  every  man  is  to 
produce  the  best  com. 

3997.  For  what  purpose  is  com  in  Ireland  sometimes  measured  ? — Brewers,  who 
malt  their  own  corn  generally,  and  distillers  from  malt,  will  give  the  highest  price 
for  the  weightiest  corn,  they  intending  to  malt ;  and  the  miller,  who  wants  to  pro- 
duce the  best  flour,  will  buy  wheat  which  weighs  heaviest  by  the  bushel,  and  will 
give  a  price  accordingly  for  it ;  and  of  course  the  farmer  who  has  to  sell,  must  in- 
form himself  pretty  accurately  of  the  weight  of  his  corn  before  he  attempts  to 
sell  it. 

*  3998.  The  question  did  not  apply  to  weighing  the  corn,  but  to  ascertaining  its 
specific  gravity,  that  is  to  say,  bow  much  it  would  weigh  per  bushel,  which  can 
be  ascertained  only  by  measuring  a  certain  portion  of  it? — In  every  corn-store 
there  is  an  Imperial  bushel,  the  farmer  sees  the  corn  tried  there.  He  is  told  his 
corn  does  not  weigh  so  much  per  bushel ;  he  will  say,  naturally,  let  me  see  it 
measured  before  me,  and  it  is  measured  to  give  him  satisfaction. 

3999.  Then  it  is  customary  with  the  better  kind  of  farmers  in  Ireland  to  keep  a 
measure  in  their  granaries,  and  to  measure  a  certain  portion  of  their  corn  ? — No, 
I  should  say  not;  but  it  is  customary  for  the  corn-dealer  to  keep  a  measure  in  his 
granary,  which  the  farmer  can  resort  to. 

4000.  In  fact  is  any  large  transaction  in  corn  ever  carried  on  in  Ireland  without 
resorting  to  the  test  of  measure ;  that  is  to  say,  measuring  a  certain  portion  of  the 
corn  ? —  Yes,  without  actually  measuring  it,  because  a  man  of  experience  can  tell 
by  looking  at  corn  how  much  a  bushel  it  will  weighv 

4001.  Then  for  \^hat  purpose  is  the  measure  kept? — For  reference  when  neces- 
sary ;  to  make  that  a  matter  of  certainty  by  actual  trial,  which  before  was  only 
one  of  speculation. 

4002.  Do  you  not  suppose,  that  in  all  large  transactions  it  is  customary  to  mea- 
sure a  bushel  here  and  there,  in  order  to  test  the  quality  of  the  corn  ? — I  think,  in 
detailing  the  mode  of  sale  in  Ireland,  I  stated  that  it  is  not  always  done  so  ;  but  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  the  man  who  buys  would  endeavour  to  ascertain  that  he  got 
the  thing  he  stipulated  for. 

4003.  Then  what  objection  could  there  be  in  requiring  the  captains  of  the  ships 

RR4  to^ 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


3>2 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE 


Ddniel  CaUaghaHf 
Esq.  M.p. 


9  July  1834. 


David  Roche, 
Esq.  v.p. 


to  take  an  account,  and  to  be  answerable  for  the  weight  per  measure  of  the  com  of 
which  they  take  charge,  seeing,  that  the  weight  per  measure  of  the  com  has, 
in  most  instances,  been  previously  ascertained  in  the  nmnner  you  have  described  ? 
— ^The  captains  of  ships  are  generally  careless  about  what  they  do  sign  ;  but  per- 
haps they  would  not  object  to  sign  per  measure,  if  their  broker  desired  them  to 
*do  so.  i  should  say  the  practice  in  England  in  that  respect  would  be  a  much 
better  guide  to  this  Committee  than  any  answer  I  could  give.  If  there  is  no 
difficulty  experienced  in  England,  I  do  not  suppose  there  would  be  any  difficulty 
experienced  in  Ireland.  I  have  imported  corn  from  England  into  Ireland,  and 
I  have  been  disappointed  in  the  results,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  often  the  case  in 
the  shipments  from  Ireland  to  England. 

4004.  To  what  did  you  attribute  it? — ^To  the  different  manner  in  which  the 
corn  had  been  measured  in  England,  from  that  in  which  it  was  afterwards  mea- 
sured in  Ireland. 

David  Roche,  Esq.,  m.p.,  called  in  ;  and  furtlier  Examined. 

4005.  HAVE  you  seen  the  letter  addressed  to  your  colleague  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  Limerick? — I  have. 

4006.  Have  you  anything  to  state  with  reference  to  that  letter  ? — No ;  but  that 
I  know  there  is  great  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  dealers  to  continue  to  deal  by 
weight,  as  being,  in  their  opinion,  the  most  correct  mode. 

4007.  To  have  a  regular  system  established  according  to  weight? — Yes. 

4008.  That  is  to  say,  to  preserve  their  present  system  ? — Yes. 

4009.  At  the  same  time,  they  are  desirous  that  a  uniformity  should  be  esta- 
blished in  the  dealings  between  the  two  countries  ? — Undoubtedly. 

4010.  Considering  the  regard  which  the  Irish  people  on  the  one  hand  have  to 
their  system  of  weight,  and  the  regard  which  the  London  people  on  the  other  have 
to  their  system  of  measurement,  do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  possible  to  esta- 
blish one  of  those  systems  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other? — From  what  I  have  heard- 
from  the  London  dealersj  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  give  satisfaction 
to  them  by  employing  altogether  the  Irish  system  ;  nor  do  I  think  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Irish  dealers  by  employing  the  English  system ;  but 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure  might 
be  adopted,  so  as  to  avoid  the  differences  which  arise  between  the  two  countries. 

4011.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  the  evidence  which  you  gave  on  the  former 
occasion? — Nothing,  that  I  recollect. 


Mr.  Richard  Page. 


Mr.  Richard  Page,  called  in,  and  further  Examined. 

4012.  IN  your  last  examination  you  delivered  in  a  copy  of  the  official  return 
of  the  average  prices  of  wheat  in  France,  and  you  said  that  you  would  reduce  those 
prices  into  English  measure  and  price  ;  have  you  done  so  ? — Yes  ;  the  Return 
which  I  delivered  in  to  the  Committee,  on  my  last  examination,  embraces  the 
whole  of  France.  It  is  first  divided  into  classes,  and  then  those  classes  are  again 
divided  into  sections.  A  separate  average  is  made  of  the  different  returns  of  each 
class,  and  the  mean  of  these  different  averages  constitutes  the  return  of  the 
price  for  the  whole  of  France.  The  following  are  the  prices  reduced  into  English 
money  and  measure  :  the  average  price  of  the  single  section  of  the  first  class  is^ 
15-f.  80  c.  per  hectolitre,  which  answers  to  36  s.  3  rf.  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels 
imperial  measure.  The  average  price  of  the  first  section  of  the  second  class  is, 
14  f.  24  c.,  which  answers  to  325.  8rf.  the  quarter.  The  average  price  of  the 
second  section  of  the  second  class  is,  16  f.  5  c,  which  answers  to  ;i6s.  gd.  the 
quarter.  The  average  price  of  the  first  section  of  the  third  class,  is  I4f.  55  c., 
•which  answers  to  33  s.  4  d.  the  quarter.  The  average  price  of  the  second  section 
of  the  third  class  is  I3f.  26  c.,  which  answers  to  30*.  ^d.  the  quarter.  The 
average  price  of  the  third  section  of  the  third  class  is  13  f.  72  c,  which  answers 
to  31  ^.  5  (/.  the  quarter.  The  average  price  of  the  first  section  of  the  fourth  class 
is  1 1  f.  79  c,  which  answers  to  27  s.  the  quarter.  The  average  price  of  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  class,  is  I4f.  63  c.,  which  answers  to  33^.  6d.  the  quarter. 
The  average  price  for  all  France  at  the  end  of  April  is  I4f.  25  c,  which  answers 
to  32  s.  Sd.  the  quarter,  and  the  average  price  for  all  France  at  the  end  of  March 
was  14  f.  25  c,  which  answers  to  32  5.  11  d.  the  quarter. 

4013.  You  were  requested  to  give  an  opinion  on  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  com, 
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suggested  by  Mr*  Treffry  of  Plymouth ;  have  you  done  this  ? — Yes ;  Mr.  Treffry  Mr.  Richard  Page. 

in  his  letter  of  the  6th  May,  begins  by  saying,  that  **  the  practice  of  selling  corn      — — — 

by  measure  is  liable  to  many  objections ;  that  it  is  important  the  standard  should       9  ^^^7  i834« 

be  of  that  nature  which  admits  the  least  possible  variation ;  but  that  all  grain,  and 

-wheat  more  particularly,  is  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere, 

its  bulk  being  increased  in  damp  weather,  and  proportionably  contracted  in  dry, 

producing  a  variation  from  i  lb.  to  2  lbs.  the  bushel }  that  from  this  c&use  alone 

wheat  measured  in  dry  weather,  weighing  61  lbs.  the  bushel,  is  lessened  in  value 

when  measured  in  damp  weather,  and  weighing  only  59  lbs.,  exactly*2  s.  per  quarter, 

that  is,  when  the  price  is  60  s.  per  quarter ;  and  that  such  fluctuations  often  take 

place  in  a  short  time." 

All  this  seems  very  plausible;  at  bottom,  however,  it  is  nothing  in  the  world  but 
mistaken  fact^  and  false  and  incongruous  reasoning.  When  wheat  is  sound  there 
is  no  variation  in  the  atmosphere  that  will  produce  a  difference  of  1  lb.  to  2  lbs« 
the  bushel  in  the  weight ;  and  when  wheat  becomes  so  out  of  condition  that  its 
weight  is  affected  to  the  extent  Mr.  Treffry  mentions,  this  arises  either  from  accident 
or  from  want  of  proper  care  and  attention  in  the  granary.  But  supposing  the  fact 
to  be  precisely  as  he  states  it,  all  his  ailment  is  false  and  inconclusive,  and  to 
sell  by  weight  instead  of  measure  is  no  remedy  for  the  grievance  {  for  let  wheat, 
as  he  says,  be  affected  by  the  atmosphere,  and  then,  when  a  man  btlys  a  bushel  of 
wheat,  he  buys  along  with  the  wheat  a  certain  quantity  of  moisture,  but  if  instead 
of  a  bushel  he  buys  a  kundred-weight  of  the  same  wheat,  he  also  buys  the  same 
poportionate  quantity  of  moisture,  and  the  moisture  being  in  the  wheat,  and  not 
in  tiie  weight  or  the  measure,  whether  he  buys  it  by  one  mode  or  the  other  comes 
all  to  one.  Indeed,  so  far  from  a  purchase  by  actual  weight  being  a  remedy  in 
^ia  case,  it  only  makes  the  matte/  worse,  because  when  wheat  is  sheeted  by  the 
dampness  of  the  atmosphere  its  specific  weight  is  diminished,  and,  therefore, 
not  only  is  a  man  duly  warned  by  the  diminished  weight  per  bushel  that  he 
ought  to  give  a  less  price,  but  the  extent  of  the  diminution  in  weight  marks  out 
exactly  the  extent  of  the  diminution  which  ought  to  take  place  in  the  price ;  but 
if  the  wheat  were  sold  simply  by  weight  this  could  not  be  done,  because  measure 
would  be  wanting  to  determine  the  specific  gravity  of  the  wheat* 

Mr.  Treflfiry  then  goes  on  to  say,  **  that  the  facts  which  he  has  stated  cause  an 
apparent  variation  of  price  in  the  different  markets  where  wheat  is  sold  by  mea- 
sure, whilst  the  price  is  stati#nary  in  those  where  it  is  sold  by  weight." 

He  is  right  in  his  remark,  that  the  prices  of  wheat  seem  more  equal  and  uniform, 
and  approximative,  and  with  less  of  extreme,  in  places  where  this  commodity  is 
sold  by  weight  than  where  it  is  sold  by  measure ;  but  he  is  quite  wrong  in  his 
reason,  and  the  true  reason  is  this :  that  where  wheat  is  sold  by  measure  the  sale 
is  of  a  certain  determinate  bulk,  and,  therefore,  quality  may  be  signified  and 
denoted  in  the  quotation,  and  the  bulk  being  fixed  and  defined,  the  difference  in 
the  prices  between  one  description  of  wheat  and  another  arises  solely  from  a 
difference  in  their  respective  qualities ;  but  where  wheat  is  sold  by  weight  this  is 
not  to  sell  a  certain  determinate  bulk,  but  it  is  to  sell  a  bulk  which  varies  and 
fluctuates  according  to  the  specific  gravity  of  the  wheat,  and  so  that  the  lighter 
the  wheat  the  greater  the  bulk  required  to  make  up  the  weight  for  which  the  price 
of  the  wheat  is  quoted,  and  therefore,  when  wheat  is  sold  by  weight,  the  heavy 
and  light  qualities  get  confounded  together,  and  must  necessarily  be  quoted  at  the 
same  or  nearly  the  same  price  ;  because  with  all  the  light  qualities,  a  man  must 
throw  in  an  additional  bulk  in  order  to  make  up  the  prescribed  weight,  and  as  all 
this  additional  quantity  would  be  thrown  away,  unless  compensation  should  be 
made  in  the  price,  this  must  necessarily  bring  the  prices  of  the  light  inferior 
wheats  to  nearly  the  level  of  the  heavy  and  superior  qualities.  The  Liverpool 
quotations  seldom  denote  a  difference  of  more  than  6d.  the  bushel  (which  is  about 
3^.  6d.  the  quarter)  between  English  wheat  of  the  lowest  and  highest 'quality, 
whereas  the  London  quotations  make  a  difference  of  10*.  a  quarter  or  more, 
according  to  circumstances  and  the  diversity  of  qualities,  and  this  is  quite  in  the 
order  of  things ;  and  though  these  quotations  are  so  widely  different,  yet  are  they 
both  correct  according  to  the  principle  which  obtains  in  each  place  respectively, 
and  the  difference  arises  solely  from  the  circumstance,  that  in  one  place  wheat  is 
sold  by  weight  and  in  the  other  by  measure,  all  which  is  exemplified  in  the  follow- 
ing case : 

l.et  there  be  a  parcel  of  sound  English  wheat  in  the  London  market,  weighing 
0.36.  s  s  61  J  lbs. 
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Mr.  Richard  Page.  6i  i  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  and  let  its  value  be  60  s.  the  quarter,  and  then  it  follows 

that  490  lbs.  of  this  wheat  will  sell  in  London  for  3  /. 

9  July  1834.  Let  there  be  another  parcel  of  sound  English  wheat  in  the  London  market, 

weighing  57  i  lbs.  the  bushel,  and  then,  first,  it  is  clear  that  the  difference  in 
price  between  this  parcel  and  the  first,  arising  from  the  difference  of  weight  alone, 
will  be  4*.  the  quarter ;  and  then  there  will  be  a  further  difference  of  at  least  2  s. 
a  quarter  arising  from  this  circumstance,  that  the  excess  in  specific  weight  of  the 
one  over  the  other  will  yield  a  proportionably  greater  quantity  of  flour  than  of 
refuse  ;  and  that,  as  compared  with  the  lighter  wheat,  the  quality  of  the  whole 
mass  will  be  improved.  The  difference  being  then,  altogether,  6^.  the  quarter 
this  brings  the  price  of  the  lighter  wheat  to  54^.,  and  the  weight  being  57  I  lbs. 
the  bushel,  it  follows  that  458  lbs.  of  this  inferior  wheat  will  be  sold  in  London  for 
2/.  14^. 

Now  take  these  two  parcels  of  wheat  to  Liverpool,  and  as  equal  quantities  in 
bulk  are  sold  by  measure  in  London,  let  equal  quantities  in  weight  be  scid  at 
Liverpool. 

The  weight  of  the  quarter,  of  eight  bushels,  of  the  best  quality,  being  490  lbs., 
this  will  produce  seven  Liverpool  bushels,  of  70  lbs.,  and  at  8  ^.  7  d.  the  bushel 
3 /.  OS.  I d.f  which  is  so  very  near  the  London  price  that  it  may  be  considered 
the  same. 

The  weight  of  the  quarter  of  the  second  parcel,  of  57  i  lbs.  the  bushel,  being 
458  lbs.,  an  addition  of  32  lbs.  must  be  made  to  bring  it  equal  to  the  weight  of  the 
first  parcel ;  and  32  lbs.,  with  reference  to  wheat  weighing  57  I  lbs.  the  bushel, 
is  equal  to  ^  of  a  bushel ;  and  so  that  in  the  first  case  the  seven  bushels  of 
70  lbs.  each,  consist  of  a  bulk  of  eight  imperial  |>U8hels,  but  in  the  second  case  they 
consist  of  a  bulk  of  8  -^  imperial  bushels.  But  a  bulk  of  this  wheat  of  8  ^  bushels, 
if  sold  in  the  London  market  at  54  s.  the  quarter,  will  produce  2  /.  17^.  9  </• ;  and 
to  produce  the  same  sum  at  Liverpool  it  must  sell  for  8  ^.  3  ^.  the  bushel  of  70  Jbs., 
and  therefore  the  difference  in  price  between  the  first  and  the  second  quality  is 
3  d.  the  bushel  of  70  lbs. ;  but  3  d.  the  bushel  of  70  lbs.  is  only  is.  gd.  the 
quarter,  and  yet  the  real  difference  in  the  value  of  these  wheats  is  6  s.  the  quarter ; 
and  therefore  it  is  evident  that  the  small  difference  of  prices,  and  their  near  ap- 
proximation to  each  other,  in  places  where  com  is  sold  by  weight,  arises  from  the 
utter  impossibility  of  furnishing  quotations  which  denote  the  different  qualities  of 
the  corn,  and  quote  as  exactly  as  you  will,  still  all  (fiat  difference  of  value  which 
arises  from  the  simple  difference  in  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com  can  never 
be  marked  in  the  quotation,  but  is  sunk  aud  confounded  in  the  additional  bulk 
which  must  be  thrown  in  to  make  up  the  weight.  It  is  therefore  evident,  beyond 
all  denial,  that  in  quoting  corn  by  weight  alone,  as  is  practised  at  Liverpool,  and 
however  accurate  at  bottom  the  quotation  may  be,  it  is  totally  impossible  to  give 
a  correct  account  of  the  state  of  things,  and  so  that  a  man  shall  have  any  the 
most  distant  idea  of  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  corn  which  b  quoted  at 
different  prices.  With  respect  to  quotations  in  general,  the  matter  would  appear 
to  stand  after  this  sort ;  that  the  first  best  mode  of  quotation  is,  to  affix  the  weight 
of  the  com  to  the  measure  and  prices,  and  then  from  the  extreme  point  of  depress 
sion  to  the  highest  point  of  elevation,  the  different  prices  rise  in  regular  gradation, 
according  to  the  different  specific  weights  of  the  corn. 

The  next  best  method  is  to  quote  by  measure  alone,  under  the  different  denomi- 
nations of  fine,  middling  and  inferior  ;  and  there  being  so  many  shades  of  quality, 
if  two  prices  were  introduced  into  each  denomination,  it  would  render  this  mode 
of  quotation  still  more  perfect ;  and  though  there  would  always  appear  (as  indeed 
there  ought  to  appear)  a  wide  difference  between  the  highest  price  of  the  supe- 
rior and  the  lowest  price  of  the  inferior,  yet  the  intervals  being  filled  up,  every 
thing  is  regular,  and  there  is  nothing  to  startle  or  surprise,  but  much  to  inform 
the  judgment 

The  next  method  is  to  quote  only  the  two  extremes,  and  to  say  wheat  is  from 
such  a  price  to  such  a  price,  without  the  least  qualification  of  fine  or  middling 
or  inferior ;  and  of  all  modes  of  quoting  by  measure,  this  is  the  most  imper- 
fect, because  it  gives  no  account  whatever  of  the  different  qualities  (which  are 
numerous)  between  the  two  extremes. 

The  last  mode  of  quotation  is  by  weight  alone ;  and  this  is  not  merely  imper- 
fect, but  it  is  so  radically  and  essentially  bad,  that  no  human  means  can  be  de* 
vised  by  which  it  may  be  improved  in  any,  even  the  smallest  degree. 

Mr.  Treffry  says,  *•  that  as  flour  is  sold  by  weight,  so  in  l£e  manner  ought 

wheal 


,  Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  315 

wheat  to  be  sold  by  weight ;  and  that  it  is  absurd  for  the  miller  to  buy  by  one   Mr.  Richard  Pagt. 
standard  and  sell  by  another."  

He  might  as  well  say,  that  because  raw  silk  is  bought  by  weight,  therefore        9  July  1834. 
manufactured  silk  ought  to  be  bought  by  weight ;  and  that  a  man's  having  bought 
cotton-wool  by  the  pound,  brings  him  under  the  necessity  of  selling  calicoes  and  • 

muslins  and  cotton  stockings  and  lace  by  the  pound.  Every  commodity  must  be 
treated  according  to  its  own  proper  nature ;  and  there  is  such  a  difference  between 
wheat  and  flour,  that  the  reason  holds  just  as  strong  that  flour  should  be  sold  by 
weight  as  that  wheat  should  be  sold  by  measure,  ft  is  not  merely,  however,  that 
the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Treffry  is  false,  but  be  is  wrong  in  his  fact ;  and  when  a  miller 
buys  wheat  by  measure,  he  buys  it  by  weight  also,  because  he  either  does  or  may 
know  the  weight  per  bushel  of  the  wheat  which  be  buys,  and  this  is  to  buy  wheat 
by  weight;  and  therefore  it  is  a  mistake  to  say,  that  when  a  miller  buys  wheat  by 
measure,  and  sells  flour  by  weight,  he  buys  by  one  standard  and  sells  by  another. 

Mr.  Treffry  says  "  that  a  bushel  may  be  filled  heavily  or  lightly,  according  to 
the  skill  or  mil  of  the  measurer.*' 

There  is  no  other  skill  required  in  the  measurer  than  to  fill  and  strike  the 
bushel,  and  this  a  child  may  do.  All  facts  prove,  that  in  every  part  of  Europe 
measuring  is  performed  after  the  same  manner ;  and  that  the  meai^ures  of  different 
places  render  interchangeably  and  respectively  according  to  their  precise  contents 
in  cubic  inches.  As  to  the  mil  of  the  meter,  this  may  certainly  induce  him  not 
to  fill  the  bushel,  and  to  give  short  measure ;  but  if  weight  were  used,  the  same 
wicked  will  might  induce  the  weigher  to  give  short  weight.  All  this,  however,  is 
mere  crude,  shallow  speculation ;  and  in  the  port  of  London,  where  there  are  such 
enormous  deliveries  of  com  by  measure,  there  is,  I  believe,  no  instance  upon  record 
of  a  meter  having  betrayed  his  trust ;  and  such  is  the  confidence  reposed  in  these 
men,  that  neither  the  buyer  nor  the  seller  thinks  it  worth  while  to  attend  when 
com  is  delivered. 

Mr.  Treffry  says,  ^'  that  another  objection  to  measure  as  a  staiidard  for  grain, 
is  the  difficulty  of  making  every  bushel  of  the  exact  size,  and  that  it  requires 
much  care,  labour  and  skill  to  make  every  bushel  according  to  the  standard. " 

Nothing  is  to  be  done  in  any  art  or  craft  without  a  competent  decree  of  skill 
and  practice,  but  men  who  are  sufficiently  instructed  do  not  find  the  slightest  dif- 
ficulty in  making  a  true  and  perfect  bushel,  or  any  other  measure  of  capacity,  and 
such  men  are  to  be  found  in  every  part  of  Europe ;  and,  again,  it  is  a  self-evident 
proposition,  that  there  is  much  less  skill  required  to  make  a  bushel  than  to  make 
a  beam  and  scales  and  a  set  of  weights. 

He  says,  '^  that  weights  may  be  easily  compared  with  the  standard  kept  in 
every  town,  and  adjusted  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require." 

It  is  evident  that  if  a  man  has  to  receive  a  parcel  of  corn  by  weight,  and  is 
either  present  personally  or  by  his  servants  at  the  weighing,  he  has  no  certainty 
that  the  weights  are  true  but  by  comparing  them  with  the  standard  weights. 

Now  this  in  the  first  place  may  be  impossible,*  because  he  may  have  to  receive 
his  com  at  a  distance  from  the  town  where  the  standard  is  kept,  but  if  the  trans- 
action take  place  in  the  very  town  where  the  standard  is  kept,  diere  are  only  two 
ways  of  making  the  comparison,  and  of  convincing  himself  that  the  weights  are 
true ;  the  one  is  to  carry  the  weights  to  the  standard,  and  the  other  to  bring  the 
standard  to  the  weights,  and  the  same  thing  may  be  done  with  the  bushel.  But 
independent  of  this,  no  difficulty  whatever  occurs  in  a  measure  ;  and  an  iron-rim- 
med and  iron-bound  bushel,  that  is  regularly  stamped,  may  be  safely  pronounced 
to  be  true  in  every  respect  unless  it  have  a  false  bottom,  and  this  may  be  very 
easily  detected ;  and  then  comes  this  consideration,  that  the  bushel  being  pre- 
cisely described  and  defined  by  Act  of  Parliament,  there  is  no  sort  of  necessity 
of  comparing  it  with  a  standard ;  but  it  may  be  tested  in  one  or  more  of  the  following 
ways : — 1 .  By  taking  the  measure  of  its  depth  and  diameter  by  a  foot  rule.  2^  By 
gauging,  that  is  by  cubing  it,  and  ascertaining  its  contents  in  cubic  inches.  3.  By 
filling  it  with  rain  water  of  a  certain  temperature,  and  weighing  it.  Now  the  first 
operation  may  be  done  by  any  fool ;  the  second  may  be  performed  by  a  school-boy ;  the 
third,  however,  requires  a  certain  degree  of  skill  and  nice  attention.  For  the  rest, 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Treffry^s  comparison  between  weight  and  measure  proceeds 
.upon  most  erroneous  grounds  and  principles  ;  he  forgets,  in  the  first  place,  that  all 
standards  of  weight  are  derived  from  measure,  and  then  common  sense  tells 
us,  that  in  all  suitable^  cases  the  original  is  to  be  preferred  before  the  deriva- 
tive. Next,  it  is  clear  in* reason,  and  sure  and  settled  in  fact,  that  the  greater  the 
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Mr.  Richard  Page,  number  of  instruments  required  to  accomplish  any  given  purpose^  the  greater  is 
■        the  uncertainty  and  the  more  are  the  chances  of  error  multiplied :  by  identity  of 
9  Joly  1834.       reason  the  chances  of  fraud  are  multiplied  in  exactly  the  same  proportion.     Now 
in  weighing  com  three  instruments  are  required,  the  beam,  the  scales  and  the 
•  weight ;  whereas  in  measuring  only  one  instrument  is  reauired,  the  bushel ;  and, 

therefore,  the  chances  of  uncertainty  and  fraud  in  weighing  as  compared  wiA 
measuring  are  three  to  one.  Nor  is  this  all ;  for  in  weighing  a  large  quantity  of 
com  it  is  not  merely  one  weight  that  is  required,  but  there  must  be  many  an! 
various  weights ;  and  as  every  weight  may  be  false,  so  are  the  chances  of  fraud 
and  mistake  multiplied  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  weights,  and  there- 
fore the  chances  of  fraud  and  mistake  in  weighing  are  infinite ;  whereas  measuring 
being  a  plain  operation,  and  performed  with  one  simple  instrument,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  man  with  his  eyes  open  to  be  either  cheated  or  mistaken. 

He  says,  "  that  the  practice  of  selling  com  by  weight  is  gradually  exteodii^ 
itself  to  Scotland,  and  he  only  regrets  that  the  boll  in  Scotland  should  vary  as  to 
number  of  pounds.'* 

He  never  was  more  mistaken  in  his  life :  the  Scotch  are  by  far  too  shrewd 
and  sagacious  a  people  to  adopt  the  clumsy  and  absurd  practice  of  sdling 
com  by  weight ;  and  then  the  boll  of  which  he  speaks  is  not  a  weight  hot 
a  measure. 

Mr.  Treflfipy  then  says,  "  It  must  be  admitted  that  more  advantage  will  result 
from  a  reference  to  measure  as  well  as  weight,  with  regard  to  grain.  If  a  persott 
residing  at  a  distance  makes  an  offer  by  mentioning  the  weight  per  Imperial  bushel,, 
the  person  receiving  the  offer  will  be  enabled  to  judge  nearly  the  relative  value," 

Here  he  talks  like  a  man  of  sense  ;  but  this  is  to  contradict  all  his  former  aigu* 
ment,  for  this  is  not  to  sell  com  by  weight  alone,  but  by  the  combined  system  c( 
measure  and  weight,  which  is  the  only  tme  system ;  but  wherever  com  h 
sold  by  measure  this  very  system  exists,  because  every  buyer  of  com  does  or  may 
test  its  quality  by  weight ;  and  here  it  is  that  the  advocates  of  the  weight  system 
contradict  themselves.  They  all  allow  that  in  order  to  determine  the  quantity  and 
test  the  quality  of  wheat,  there  must  be  a  combination  of  weight  and  measure ; 
and,  therefore,  as  when  you  sell  com  by  measure,  and  test  the  quality  by  weigb^ 
you  have  precisely  the  same  combination  and  all  the  same  results  as  when  you 
sell  com  by  weight  and  test  the  quality  by  measure ;  so  is  it  manifest  that  the 
system  of  selling  by  measure  is  to  be  preferred,  inasmuch  as  by  this  method  all 
*  the  results  are  obtained  at  infinitely  less  expense  of  time  and  labour  tiian  by 
weight.  And  then  comes  this  consideration,  that  if  the  practice  of  selling  com 
by  weight  were  general,  the  combined  sptem  would  be  impossible ;  because  all 
measure  being  abro^ted,  there  would  be  no  integer,  no  standard  measure  to 
serve  as  a  test  of  quuity. 

He  then  says,  **  it  may  be  further  stated  in  favour  of  the  weighing  syst^n,  that 
it  enables  us  more  accurately  to  compare  our  prices  widi  those  of  France,  Spain, 
and  some  other  countries  which  have  adopted  it** 

In  what  comer  of  the  earth  Mr.  Treffry  picks  up  his  knowledge  is  not  foi*  me 
to  say ;  but  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  in  France  and  Spain,  and  throughout 
the  whole  of  Europe,  cq^n  is  sold  by  measure ;  and  after  having  looked  v^  care- 
fully into  the  matter,  I  can  find  only  two  places  in  which  it  is  sold  by  weieht, 
viz.  Geneva  in  Switzerland,  and  Bologna  in  Italy,  and  these  places  are  of  no 
consequence  whatever,  their  trade  in  com  being  entirely  confined  to  what  is 
required  for  their  own  consumption.  Mr.  Treffry  Wng  therejfore  wrong  in  his 
fact,  his  whole  argument  rans  strong  against  himself ;  and  if  we  were  to  alter  our 
system  from  measure  to  weight,  this  would  not  be  to  conform  to,  but  to  ran  coun* 
ter  to  the  practice  of  the  Continent,  and  thereby  a  comparison  of  our  prices  would 
in  all  cases  be  rendered  diflScult,  and  in  many  altogether  impossible. 

He  says,  *^  that  it  is  customary  in  Spain,  and  some  places  of  the  Mediterranean, 
to  weigh  the  cargo  in  presence  of  the  master  or  the  mate ;  and  taking  a  certain 
small  quantity,  say  a  fanega,  to  put  it  in  a  sealed  bag  and  send  it  with  the  vessel, 
and  that  the  master  is  thus  obliged  to  be  answerable  for  the  quantity  he  takes  on 
board  ;  and  that  the  same  course  may  be  adopted  in  England  if  the  weight  system 
be  resorted  to," 

But  (to  use  his  own  words)  a  captain  is  always  obliged  to  be  answerable  for  the 
quantity  he  takes  on  board ;  and  to  put  a  very  small  fraction  of  his  cargo  into  a 
sealed  bag,  neither  increases  nor  diminishes  the  obligation.  For  the  rest,  there 
are  different  fanegas  in  Spain,  but  they  are  all  measures,  and  the  smallest  in  size 
is  equal  to  about  li  bushel;  and^  therefore,  Mr.  Treffry  totally  misconceives  the 
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operation,  which  amounts  to  this,  that  a  &n^a  of  the  com  is  weighed  and  put  Mr.  Rid^Page. 

into  a  bag,  and  sealed  in  presence  of  the  master  and  mate,  as  a  youcher  of  the       *■ 

praise  quality  and  specific  weight  of  the  cargo.   Bat  exactly  the  same  thing  may,       9  Wj  »*»• 

if  necessary,  be  done  in  England ;  and  if  a  merchant  in  London  sends  a  cargo  of 

wheat  to  a  merchant  in  Spain  or  Portugal ;  what  hinder^  him  from  having  a  bushel 

of  this  wheat  weighed  and  sealed  up,  and  sent  with  the  cargo^  and  then  writing 

to  his  correspondent,  **  I  have  sent  you  so  many  quarters  of  wheat  weighing  so 

many  .pounds  the  bushel,  and  a  sample  of  this  wheat  in  a  sealed  bag  goes  along 

with  the  cargo."    All  this  may  therefore  be  done  in  England  as  well  as  in  Spain ; 

but  once  substitute  weight  for  measure,  and  this  very  thing  of  which  Mr.  Treffry 

is  so  enamoured  cannot  be  accomplished.  Nothing  can  therefore  be  more  strangely 

perplexed  and  inconsistent  than  his  notions  on  this  matter,  and  all  this  confusion 

of  ideas  arises  from  his  taking  the  fanega  for  a  weight  instead  of  a  measure. 

This,  as  regards  Mr.  Treffry's  first  letter  i  his  second  relates  solely  to  the  article 
of  malt,  and  requires  but  little  observation  save  this,  that  if  the  reason  be  strong 
that  all  grain  should  be  sold  by  measure  and  not  by  weight,  then  it  is  still  stronger 
&at  malt  should  be  sold  by  measure.  I  am  no  maltster  and  have  no  judgment  of 
the  quality  of  malt,  but  it  appears  from  Mr.  Treffry's  account  that  malt  imper- 
fectly worked  is  heavier  than  that  which  is  well  manufactured ;  and,  therefore^  of 
two  parcels  of  malt  made  from  the  same  barley,  that  which  is  best  malted  will  be 
the  lightest  and  of  the  best  quality ;  and  this  being  so,  there  should  seem  to  arise 
.an  objection  in  limine,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  things ;  and  that  a  commodity 
should  be  sold  by  actual  absolute  weight  and  without  the  least  reference  to  mea- 
sure, of  which  commodity  the  essence  is  that  the  less  its  specific  weight  the  greater 
its  value,  does  appear  to  me  something  like  a  contradiction.  There  is  a  letter 
from  a  maltster  in  the  **  Times"  of  the  i6A  of  October  1833,  on  this  very  subject 
of  selling  malt  by  weight,  and  he  treats  the  scheme  as  altogether  wild  and  ridi- 
culous. 

4014.  There  were  delivered  to  you  at  the  close  of  your  last  examination  two 
letters  ifrom  Mr.  Fitzsimons  of  Waterford,  in  which  he  gives  the  details  of  a  plan 
for  the  sale  of  com,  and  on  which  you  were  requested  to  give  an  opinion.    Have 

fou  brought  back  these  letters,  and  have  you  made  any  remarks  on  the  plan  ? — 
have,    f  beg  to  hand  you  the  letters,  with  my  remarks  annexed  : 

^  Sir,  .  Waterfprd,  23  April  1834. 

''Undbrstandiiio  that  you  purpose  movinjg  for  a  Committee,  with  a  view  to  better 
regulate  the  mode  of  selling  grain  in  the  UniteaKingdom,  I  beg  leave  to  submit,  for  the 
bonoar  of  your  constderatiou,  a  plan  I  have  taken  some  trouble  in  devisiog.  From  the 
varioiBs  modes  in  which  grain  is  sold  in  the  differeot  markets  throughout  the  kiijgdoiii, 
viz., — 

Wheat.  Barley.  Oats. 


In  Liverpool    - 
Dublin 
Belfast 

Glasgow 

Bristol 
Gloucester  • 
Birmiogbam 


-    per  70  lbs. 
280 
112 

240 

60 
60 
62 


60  lbs. 
224 
112 


45  lbs. 
196 
112 


-  320 

-  400 

-  39^ 

-  39« 


-  264 

-  320 

-  313 

-  3>2 


faud  by  mea- 
tsure  also. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 


the  sellers  and  purchasers  in  one  market  cannot  know  how  their  transactions  bear  in 
reference  to  the  current  rates  of  grain  in  another,  without  resorting  to  tedious  and  trouble- 
some calculations  in  almost  everv  instance ;  therefore  the  object  most  desirable  is  to  fix 
one  simple,  uniform  and  general  system,  in  the  sale  of  grain,  for  all  tbe  com  markets 
throughout  the  kingdom,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  market  operations  in  that  trade. 
The  plan  which  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  being  calculated  to  assimilate  sale  by  weight 
with  sale  by  measure,  there  must  be  a  standard  for  tbe  sack  and  bushel  of  corn ;  viz.  the 
standard  bushel  of  wheat  to  be  60  lbs.,  barley  48  lbs.,  and  oats  40  lbs. ;  four  standard  bushels 
of  wheat,  five  of  barley  and  six  of  oats  to  the  sack,  which  will  consequently  contain  240  lbs. 
of  each  description  of  grain,  beine  a  sufficient  load  for  a  man.  According  to  which,  when 
wheat  is  wortn,  per  fear  standard  bushels  or  240  lbs.,  24  5.,  the  value  of  barley,  per  five 
standard  bushels  or  240  lbs.,  may  be  estimated  at  185.,  or  oue-fourtb  less ;  and  the  value  of 
oats,  per  six  standard  bushels  oil  240  lbs.,  may  be  estimated  at  12  #.,  or  one-third  less  than 
barley. 

**  Accordingly,  and  except  in  extraordinary  instances,  when  wheat  should  change  in 
value  4d,  per  four  standard  bushels  or  240  lbs.,  the  variation  in  the  price  of  the  five  standard 
bushels  or  240 lbs.  barley  should  be  3d.,  and  in  oats  2d.  per  six  standard  bushels  or  240  lbs. 

"  To  distinguish  the  various  qualities  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain,  tbe  terms  on  and  0^ 
the  standard  to  be  the  rule  \  that  is,  the  better  kinds  of  corn,  and  (consequently  heavier  than 
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Mr*  Rkhdrd  Page,  the  standard^)  to  be  expressed  so  many  pounds  on;  and  the  inferior  and  l^hter  9oru,  so 

many  pounds  off  the  240  lbs.  standard  ;  by  which  description  of  the  equality  by  the  weight 

Q  July  1834*  of  the  grain,  the  price  and  value  is  to  be  regulated ;  but  the  exact  weight  of  240  lbs.  to  be 
at  all  times  the  quantity  sold  of  all  qualities  of  wheat,  barley  and  oats,  8lc.  For  instaftice, 
wheat  of  the  standard  quality,  that  is,  weighing  60  lbs.  per  bushel,  is  worth  24  s.  per 
240  lbs.  or  four  bushels.  If  it  weighed  something  under  59  lbs.  per  standard  bushel  (that 
is  5  lbs.  ^,  the  240  lbs.  would  be  worth  but  about  23s.  6  c{.;  and  if  it  weighed  a  little 
better  than  61  lbs.  per  standard  bushel  (that  is  5  lbs.  an),  the  240  lbs.  would  be  worth  about 
24  i.  6d.  On  the  other  side  is  a  small  table,  illustrative  of  the  plan  :  and  I  have  the  honour 
to  remain, 

'*  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  JohnFttzsmomr 

"  P.S, — May  I  solicit  the  favour  of  your  sending  me  e  copy  of  a  printed  Return  made  to 

,  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  names  and  stations  of  Britisn  Consuls  abroad,  their  salaries, 

kc.^  for  which  I  shall  feel  very  thankful.     It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state,  that  I  have 

been  brought  up  in  the  corn  trade,  and  engaged  in  the  export  of  that  article  from  Ireland.'* 


Fo«r  Standard  Bosbeli. 


r  IS 


Wheat.  5.  d. 

-  26  6 

-  26  - 
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In  all  cases  2  lbs.  to  be  taken  off  the  340  lbs.  for  beam- 
age  or  draft,  leaving  an  even  quantity  of  338  lbs.  or 
it  cwt.  1  qr.,  or  17  stone  net  payable.  At  present  the 
beamage  varies  from  1  lb.,  3  lbs.,  4  lbs.,  and  upwards,  in 
different  markets. 
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Sir,  Waterford,  loth  May  1834.       Mr.  Richard  Page. 

"  I  RECEIVED  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  grain^  which  I  had  ■ 

the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration ;  and  am  flattered  to  learn  that  ^ou  consider  9  July  1834, 
It  worthy  of  attention.  I  beg  now  to  state;  that  to  do  av/ay  with  the  complexities  arising 
from  the  present  straggling  system  of  selling  com  by  various  measures  and  different  weights 
throughout  the  kingdom,  it  is  my  humble  opinion,  the  proper  course  is  to  assimilate  or  con- 
solidate sale  by  weightf  with  sale  by  measure;  and  that  upon  that  basis  to  found  a  standard 
to  be  true  universally  and  applicable  to  the  fair  representation  of  the  quality  of  com  of 
every  variety  of  growth,  and  every  description,  is  the  object  to  be  attained  ;  all  of  which 
'  I  beg  respectfully  to  show  ;  and  that  the  plan  submitted  by  me  embraces,  as  far  as  any  plan, 
upon  the  principle  laid  down,  can  be  brought  to  reach  these  different  points. 

'^  The  main  and  true  criterion  by  which  the  various  qualities  of  corn,  from  the  most  superior 
to  the  most  inferior  class  is  distinguished,  and  its  value  estimated,  is  that  which  is  generally 
made  use  of,  namely,  the  weight  of  the  measured  bushe^  Fixing  a  certain  weight  per 
bushel  establishes  a  standard  quality,  which  with  a  standard  weight  and  standard  measure, 
forms  the  basis  of  my  plan  for  one  simple,  uniform  and  universal  mode  of  sale  for  corif 
throughout  the  United  ICingdom. 

''  The  standard  measure  may  be  either  the  Winchester  or  Imperial  bushel.  For  the  standard 
weight,  I  have  had  recourse  to  the  annua]  circulars  or  reports  of  corn  merchants  in 
various  parts  of  England,  and  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  on  the  qualities  of  the  crops,  and  the 
weights  of  new  corn  as  it  came  to  market,  from  1821  to  1832 ;  and  I  find  60  lbs.  for 
wheat,  48  lb».  for  barley,  and  40  lbs.  for  oats,  to  have  been  the  average  weight  per  bushel 
of  the  average  quality,  and. calculate  four  standard  bushels  of  the  average  standard  quality 
of  wheat,  five  of  barley,  and  six  of  oats,  to  form  the  standard  sack  of  240  lbs.  in  round 
numbers,  without  any  fractional  parts,  which  quantity  (240  lbs.  weight)  is  at  all  times  to 
be  sold  and  delivered,  whether  the  corn  be  heavy  and  good,  or  light  and  bad.-  It  is  the 
.  overweight  or  the  underweight  of  the  standard  measure  of  the  corn,  with  reference  to  the 
weight  of  the  standard  quality,  that  represents  the  superiority  or  inferiority  of  the  corn,  and 
decides  its  value;  therefore  the  standard,  by  means  of  the  scale  of  deviations  marked  out  in 
the  plan  submitted,  is  calculated  to  reach  and  fairly  represent  every  class  and  variety  of 
corn,  whether  superior  or  inferior  to  the  standard,  by  any  variation  from  1  lb.  to  30  lbs.  or 
more  in  every  240  lbs.  over  or  under  the  standard  quality,  and  thereby  to  govern  its 
value. 

'^  A  supposition  appears  to  exist  that  a  standard  should  embody  the  general  condition 
of  corn.  If  by  this  it  is  meant  to  distinguish  com  in  the  raw  or  green  state,  from  that  which 
is  kiln-dried,  screened,  &c.,  I  beg  to  remark,  that  corn  in  any  of  these  conditions,  as  well  as 
the  various  qualities,  such  as  prime  mill  wheat,  light  shipping  wheat,  malting  barley,  grind- 
ing barley,  mealing  oats,  feeding  oats,  &c.,  are  terms  specifically  and  expressly  understood 
between  seller  and  buyer.  The  weight  of  the  ^ain  will  sufiiciently  represent  its  principal 
good  or  bad  quality  and  condition,  and  govern  its  value. 

**  In  my  humble  opinion,  no  plan  can  approximate  nearer  to  truth  in  the  description 
and  representation  of  the  various  qualities  of  corn  than  a  standard  accompanied  with 
deviations  over  and  under.  And  the  standard  quality  being  a  fixed  one,  it  will  at  all  times 
be  in  the  mind  of  persons  trading  in  com ;  consequently  to  estimate  the  value  of  com  ac- 
cording to  its  deviation  from  the  standard  quality,  would  be  quite  a  momentary  mental 
operation.  On  the  whole  the  plan  would  tend  to  facilitate  the  market  operations  of  the 
com  trade  in  general,  as  well  as  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  sale. 

*^  As  to  the  size  of  the  sack,  containing  240  lbs.,  or  17  stone  of  oats,  being  objectionable, 
I  beg  to  say,  that  yesterday  I  got  a  common-sized  English  seed  sack,  filled  with  kiln-dried 
oats,  weighing  39  i  lbs.  per  bushel  (which  is  not  a  heavy  quality  of  that  grain),  and  on  the 
mouth  of  the  sack  being  tied  and  put  into  the  scale,  it  weighed  upwards  of  18  stone  net  of 
oats  ;  therefore  I  think  that  the  priesent  full-sized  English  sacks  would  be  found  to  answer : 
if  not,  the  expense  to  people  in  the  com  trade  fiimishing  themselves  with  large  full-sized 
sacks  would  not  come  very  heavy  upon  any  individual;  yet  the  change  would  cause 
a  stir  amongst  the  persons  who  manufacture  and  make  up  that  article.  As  any  bag  or  sack 
will  contain  240  lbs.  wheat  or  barley,  such  as  are  too  small  for  oats  will  fall  into  use  in  the 
other  grain ;  and  even  in  oats  the  small  sacks  might  be  made  use  of  by  weighing  it  in 
drafts  of  160  lbs.,  three  of  which  would  make  two  standard  sacks.    ' 

**  I  must  beg  to  apologize  for  havine  written  this  rather  in  a  hurry.  I  will,  however,  with 
pleasure^  if  you  desire  it,  attend  the  Committee,  in  order  to  explain  my  plan  more  clearly  ; 
and  to  state  other  facts  i  am  in  possession  of  connected  with  the  sale  of  grain,  that  may  not 
prove  irrelevant. 

''  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

'^  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  John  FitzsimonsJ' 

**  P.  S. — By  the  mail  I  beg  to  sendi  in  ao  envelope,  the  circulars  alluded  to,  from  whick 
I  took  the  average  standard  weight.  I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  the  Parliamentary 
Paper. 

*'  To  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon,  M.  P.,  file.  8cc/' 
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WHEAT,  No.  t. 
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All  of  atid  STvage  qootatioat  ige  tqfainkat  to  Ms.  pot  4  ftaadaid  bnthd^  cri^ok; nd 
Cbe  highest  and  kwest  quoUtiont  are  equnrakat  to  the  extreaae  deriattona  of  10  pcrooCMoror 
«acbr  the  ittd  propoiad  ftandard. 

This  docaoBeot  it  mtended  to  illottrate  the  pecoiiar  applicri>iljtir  of  the  propoMdpbsio 
all  classes  and  qaalities  of  wheat,  lu^.  On  mereoce  to  it,  it  will  be  obserredl,thit  iWi 
pritne  wheat,  10  per  centt  superior  to  the  ataadard,  is  £4  s.  3  ^  the  lowest  price  for  wlics 
10  per  cent,  inferior  to  the  standard,  is  19  a.  QdL,  and  that  of  the  standard  qaalit;  nuji 
240  lb.  standard.  It  will  be  seen  what  a  number  of  figures  there  are  in  the  Tariety  of  eni- 
Taleota,  according  to  the  present  UMxIe  of  sale  in  seven  of  the  priocipal  nisrkeu,iodaat 
only  for /Aree  classes  or  qualities  of  wheat,  naaielj,  good,  middliog  and  bad;  whereas lif 
the  proposed  plan,  one  may  see  every  deviation  in  quality  nader  or  over  tbemedtoOfina 
1  lb.  to  lolh.  per  cent,  forming  in  all  ai  qualities,  each  causing  an  alteration  of  abootj^a 
the  price  of  the  240  lbs.  standard.  In  contrasting  the  uniform  simplicity  of  the  one, ail tk 
£Eu:ifity  with  which  it  may  be  brought  to  operate,  with  the  straggling  complexity  of  tbeoik 
requinng  such  troublesome  calcuTatioaa  to  find  ost  the  varioos  equivalents aoconbogtotk 
exiatiaig  system,  the  difference  ia  obviooa. 


Remarks  on  the  Flan  of  Mr.  FHtsmom^  of  Waterford. 

Thia  gentleman  being  very  properly  coirvinced  that  tbe  greater  the  ipecifa 
gravity  of  com  the  greater  its  value,  proposes  Aat  com  should  be  sold  by  i* 
combined  system  of  measure  and  weight ;  Aat  a  fixed  standard  weight  for  tk 
bushel  should  be  adopted,  and  that  this  standard  should  be  60  lbs.  for  yM 
48  lbs.  for  barley,  and  40  lbs.  for  oats  ;  that  all  com  should  be  sold  accordii^^ 
this  standard,  and  that  when  the  weifi;bt  exceeds  this  standard,  it  should  be  cod- 
aidered  as  so  many  pounds  on,  and  when  it  falls  short,  as  so  may  pounds  of  uK 
standard,  and  the  price  regulated  accordingly. 

The  principle  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  that  the  greater  the  specific  pravitj  of  com 
the  greater  its  value,  and  that  therefore  the  torue  standard  for  com  is  acomtotJioD 
of  measure  and  weight,  is  most  sound,  and  can  never  be  gainsaid ;  bot  ^^  1^ 
fiiulty  in  the  detail,  and  his  whole  plan  is  not  only  objectionable,  but  itis  ikog^^^^ 
superfluous  and  unnecessary,  and  thia  upon  the  following  accounts : 

1.  Nature  has  fixed  no  precise  standard  for  the  weignt  of  com ;  it  ^y*^.^ 
year  to  year,  and  between  province  and  province  and  district  and  district  ib^ 
same  country ;  and  it  varies  again  between  one  country  and  another ;  and  all  that 
can  be  said  of  English  wheat  for  example  is,  that  in  some  seasons  it  will  perhaps 
weigh  from  48  lbs.  to  60  lbs.,  and  in  others  from  52  lbs.  to  66  lbs.  tbe  bushd' 
ind,  moreover,  take  what  number  you  will,  there  will  be  no  two  seasons  P^^] 
alike.  Inasmuch  then  as  there  is  no  fixed  standard  in  nature  for  the  weip 
corn,  and  that  all  that  can  be  determined  with  certainty  is,  that  it  will  raidy 
ever  exceed  or  fall  below  a  certain  weight,  so  is  it.  evident  that  every  lcgi»a^^ 
standard  for  the  weight  of  corn  must  be  altogether  arbitrary  and  uncertain,  and^ 
will  never  square  eithei:  with  the  average  of  any  one  year,  or  of  any  given  noO"^ 
of  years.  ^ 
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2.  He  says,  that  when  four  bushels  of  wheat  are  worth  24s.  for  the  standard  M""*  Richard  Page. 
weight  of  240  lbs.,  then  five  bushels  of  barley  of  the  standard  weight  of  240  lbs.  ~"^ 

may  be  estimated  at  18^. ;  and  six  bushels  of  oats  of  tlie  standard  weight  of  9  J«'y  1S34. 
240  lbs.  may  be  estimated  at  12*.  Now  he  may  estimate  the  matter  in  any  way 
that  he  pleases,  and  his  estimate  may  or  may  not  be  true  ammunibus  annis^  and  in 
the  average  of  things  ;  but  if  the  current  fact  and  actual  state  of  prices  be  con- 
stantly otherwise,  of  what  use  are  his  estimates  r  And  this  is  precisely  the  state 
of  the  question,  because  however  the  matter  may  stand  in  speculation,  and  what- 
ever may  be  the  average  result,  yet  from  the  seasous  acting  partially  and  unequally 
on  the  different  kinds  of  grain  and  pulse,  and  from  numerous  disturbing  causes,  it 
is  in  practice  most  certain  that  there  is  no  fixed  relative  proportion  between  the 
value  of  wheat  and  barley  and  oats,  and  that  the  market  prices  will  rarely,  if  ever, 
adjust  themselves  to  the  proponions  he  has  laid  down,  or  to  any  other  regular 
proportion,  and  therefore  his  theory  is  of  no  use. 

3*  His  standard  is  fanciful,  erroneous  and  unnecessary.  It  is  quite  fanciful 
for  instance  to  say,  that  60  lbs.  the  bushel  shall  be  the  standard  for  wheat,  when 
not  only  nine-tenths  of  the  wheat  that  a  man  buys  will  never  be  exactly  of  that 
v^eight,  but  that  it  is  also  plainly  impossible  to  bring  it  to  that  weight,  because 
though  gold  and  silver  may  be  reduced  to  any  standard  of  fineness  that  may 
be  pitched  upon,  this  is  owing  to  their  peculiar  properties ;  but  there  is  no  power 
whatever  that  can  either  bring  wheat  of  581bfl.  to  weigh  60  lbs.  the  bushel,  or 
that  can  reduce  wheat  of  62  lbs.  to  60  lbs«  the  bushel ;  and,  therefore,  the  quality 
and  weight  of  wheat  being  various,  and  there  being  no  method  of  bringing  the 
different  weights  to  agree  to  one  common  standard  but  by  mixtures  that  would 
frequently  prove  injurious  and  defeat  the  object  of  the  purchaser,  and  which  mix- 
ture on  the  part  of  the  first  vender,  the  farmer,  would  also  be  impossible,  it  is 
clear  that  every  case  ought  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom,  and  that  every  different 
sample  should  be  paid  for  according  to  is  weight  and  quality. 

His  standard  is  erroneous :  he  lays  it  down,  that  when  wheat  of  the  standard 
weight  of  240  lbs,  (which  is  60  lbs.  the  bushel)  is  worth  24^.,  then  wheat  weighing 
]  5  lbs.  above  standard,  or  255  lbs.  for  the  four  busbiels,  is  to  be  worth  25  s.  6  </., 
and  that  wheat  weighing  30 lbs.  below  standard,  or  2iolbs.  for  the  four 
bushels,  is  to  be  worth  21^.:  here,  however,  he  is  quite  mistaken  ;  for  though  the 
value  of  wheat  varies,  and  is  greater  or  less  according  to  its  specific  gravity,  yet 
it  never  varies  in  an  exact  ratio  with  its  specific  gravttv,  and  the  reason  of  this  is 
evident :  wheat  which  weighs  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel  will,  when  manufactured,  not 
only  yield  more  in  quantity  (that  is  both  in  bulk  and  weight)  than  wheat  weigh- 
ing only  56  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  but  the  increase  in  that  which  is  most  valuable, 
the  flour,  will  be  proportionably  greater  than  the  increase  in  the  refuse,  and  the 
quality  of  the  whole  mass  will  be  improved ;  and  therefore,  if  a  man  pay  an  in* 
crease  in  price  merely  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  weight,  he  will  pay  nothing 
for  the  disproportionate  increase  in  the  quantity  of  flour,  and  for  the  improve* 
ment  in  the  quality  of  the  whole  mass.  Take  an  example  from  his  table.  When 
standard  wheat  weifi;hing  240  lbs.  for  the  four  bushels,  or  60  lbs.  the  bushel,  is 
worth  24^.,  then  wheat  weighing  30  lbs.  off  the  standard,  or  210  lbs.  for  the 
four  bushels,  is  to  be  worth  2\8.  Now  24^-  for  four  bushels  of  240  lbs.,  is  48*. 
the  quarter  for  wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  the  bushel ;  and  21  ^.  for  four  bushels  of 
210  lbs.,  is  42^.  the  quarter  for  wheat  weighing  52  Jibs,  the  bushel;  and  if  the 
diflference  in  price  were  to  be  regulated  by  the  mere  difference  in  weight,  all  this 
would  be  correct ;  but  every  one  acquainted  with  the  corn  trade  must  know  that 
such  is  the  difference  not  only  in  quantity  but  in  quality  also  between  two  sam- 
ples of  wheat  equally  sweet  and  sound,  one  weighing  52  }  lbs.  and  the  other 
60  lbs.  the  bushel,  that  the  difference  in  price  would  not  be  merely  6*.  (as  Mr. 
Fitzsimons  makes  it),  but  it  would  be  1 2  ^.  and  perhaps  more  per  quarter ;  and 
therefore,  the  plain  palpable  result  of  his  table  of  proportionate  prices  is  this : 
that  when  corn  is  on  the  standard,  that  is,  more  than  the  standard  weight,  the  seller 
is  cheated ;  and  that  when  com  is  off  the  standard,  that  is,  less  than  the  standard 
weight,  the  buyer  is  cheated  ;  and  a  scheme  of  this  kind  must,  in  some  degree, 
tend  to  throw  back  the  agriculture  of  this  country,  by  awarding  prices  to  the 
inferior  qualities  of  grain  that  are  much  beyond  their  fair  proportionate  value. 

This  standard  is  erroneous  in  another  point  of  view.  A  parcel  of  Irish  red  wheat, 
weighing  60  lbs.  the  bushel,  will  be  standard  weight,  and  a  parcel  of  Kentish 
red  wheat,  weighing  60  lbs.  the  bushel,  will  also  be  standard  weight ;  and  there- 
fore both,  according  to  the  table,  are  to  obtain  the  same  price,  and  yet  the  Kentish 
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Mr.  Rkkard  Page,  wheat  will  in  rtality  be  worth  from  4^.  ta  6&.  per  quarter  more  than  thelmh. 

A^in,  fine  Dantzsc  wheat,  weighing  58  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  heing  3  lbs.  perbidkel 

9  My  1854.  f^the  standard,  is,  according  to  the  table,  worth  less  than  wheat  that  cooes vp 
to  the  standard  of  60  lbs. ;  and  jet  fine  Dantzic  wheat,  weighing  58  lbs.  to  the 
bushel,  is  in  reality  worth  nu>re,  and  will  always  command  a  higher  price  than  die 
very  finest  English  wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  to  the  busheL 

It  is  preposterous,  therefore,  to  construct  tables  of  this  kind,  which  areereij 
way  at  yariance  with  fact,  and  the  reasons  and  proportions  of  things. 

It  is  not  merely,  howerer,  diat  the  whole  scheme  is  fiemciful  and  arbitniyand 
errooeoiM,  but  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  :  at  present  com  is  bought  by  measue, 
and  its  quality  may  be  tested  by  weight,  that  is,  every  man  has  the  power  to  sti- 
pulate that  the  com  which  he  buys  shaU  weigh  a  certain  weight  per  hM^ 
the  weight  rej^ulatbg  the  price;  and  all  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons  proposes  is,  thi 
com  should  be  sold  by  the  combined  system  of  measure  and  weight,  waHm- 
toKf.  in  substance,  he  proposes  the  very  same  system  that  exists  at  pres^fhcre 
con  is  mid  by  measore,  but  with  this  distinction  and  addition,  that  he  nkesit 
imperative  that  all  com  should  be  weighed  as  well  as  measured,  whereas  at  pre- 
sent the  weighing  is  optiooi^ ;  and  nest,  he  tacks  to  the  system  a  certats  foM 
arbitrary  stimdard»  which  being  destitute  of  idl  warrant  and  counteiMiQce&offitlK 
tenth  and  reason  of  things,  must  necessarily  be  rejected. 

Another  objection  against  the  pkn  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons  arises  fron  ^  great 
diversity  it  woold  produce  in  tlhe  size  of  the  sacks  of  com.  At  presest  a  saetof 
com  usually  consists  of  foor  baisbelS)  aaid  so  that  whatever  the  kind  or  veightor 
quality  of  die  cora^  the  sacks  are  all  of  the  same  siae,  and  four  bushels  otvkit 
occupy  precisely  the  same  apace  as  four  bushels  of  oatts;  and  the  likenayW 
aaid  of  aJl  other  grain  amd  pntee*  But  under  the  plan  of  Mr.  FitzsiiMos  it  «i 
be  very  different ;  for  240  lbs.  of  wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  the  bnsbel,  will  occapy 
much  less  space  than  the  same  weight  of  wheat  weighing  55  lb&  the  bo^ 
The  same  observation  applies  to  barley  and  oats,  and  the  space  which  aoygiteQ 
abeolute  weight  of  each  will  occupy,  will  be  precisely  in  a  ratio  with  its  s^iedte 
gravity ;  and  so  that,  first,  diera  would  be  a  great  dcSereoce  between  the  siie  of 
one  sack  of  wheat  and  another  sack  of  wheat,  and  between  one  ackofiwi? 
and  another  sack  of  barliey,  and  between  one  sack  of  oata  and  another  sack  of  oats; 
nnd  next,  these  would  be  a  still  greater  difference  between  a  sack  ci  witeat  aJ 
a  sack  of  01^ ;  whereas  at  present  they  are  all  alike ;  and  this  is  a  gie^uhs- 
V  tage,  because  whoi  true  measure  is  given,  Ate  sise  of  the  sacks  being  tlv^^ 
and  uniform,  a  practised  eye  is  generally  able  to  d»cever  at  first  view  ^letkr 
the  sacks  be  all  full  measure  ;  and  in  case  of  doubt,  those  may  be  tested  whickse 
supposed  to  be  erroneous.  Again,  under  the  present  system,  if  a  maa  h^ 
a  certain  quantity,  sa^  too  quarters  of  com,  warramted  to  weigh  a  certain  veip 
per  bushel,  by  merely  weighing  a  few  sacks  he  ascertains  both  the  seasore  an 
the  specific  gravity ;  and  so  tlmt  by  means  of  one  simjde,  triflii^^,  easy  operaboi, 
he  determines  both  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the  com.  ButaU^ 
advantages  are  lost  under  the  plan  of  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  because  the  eye,  hafngo^ 
fixed  determinate  bulk  to  which  it  has  been  regularly  habituated  to  rest  Q|»^ 
there  is  no  other  way  of  attaining  to  certainty  than  by  measnring  and  veigu>S 
each  sack.  The  same  observations  apply  to  every  system  of  selling  coid  vj 
a  prescribed  weight,  and  the  bulk  of  the  sack  will  always  Tary  and  be  greaterof 
less  according  to  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  is  quite  ri^t  in  saying  tbaU  it  would  be  desirable  to  &  ^ 
simple,  uniform,  and  general  system  for  the  United  Kingdom;  and  ^^^^^ 
right,  and  expresses  himself  with  great  cleam»s  and  propriety,  when  he  sap  w^ 
the  weight  of  the  measured  bushel  is  the  trae  criterion  of  the  quality  ind  tahttoj 
com.     Being,  therefore,  right  m  the  principle,  his  being  wrong  in  the  detail  b« 
very  little  consequence,  because  details  are  always  easily  adjusted ;  snd^mWt 
in  most  cases,  where  the  principle  is  sound,  they  adjust  themselves.    Tbc  P^' 
ciple  then  being  admitted,  the  remedy  should  appear  to  be  very  rimpk,  ^^ 
we  have  to  do  is  to  enact,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  corBshallJ^ 
sold  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  with  faulty  to  test  the  quality  by  weight;  *^,^*^ 
to  facilitate  the  transactions  with  Ireland,  and  to  get  rid  of  the  anomaly  ot  »ii^ 
com  in  one  country  by  weight,  and  in  the  other  by  measwre,  it  might  aUop^ 
enacted,  that  all  corn  shipped  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  should  be  shipp 
by  measure*     This,  from  the  desire  which  most  men  have  to  facilitate  ^'^^ 
actions  by  buying  and  selling  by  the  same  standard,  would  gradually  introduce  tw 
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system  of  measure  into  the  interior  of  Ireland ;  and  then  in  a  few  years  the  use  of  Mr.  Rkkard  Page. 

the  Imperial  bushel  might  be  made  imperative  dirooghout  the  whde  of  Irekmd.  : 

This  plan  is  simple ;  and  when  we  come  to  reflect  Uiat  in  seven^tenths  of  England      9  Joiy  1834. 

and  Wales,  and  throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  Scotland,  the  Imperial  bus^d  is 

already  in  full  use,  nothing  is  so  emisy  of  execution ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 

any  great  and  important  change  of  system  thajt  might  be  brought  about  with  so 

little  inconvenience.     It  is  said  that  t^e  farmers  in  Irelmkd  womd  olnect  to  a  sale 

of  com  by  measure,  because  the  com  in  Ireland  being  generally  harvested  in 

a  damp  condition,  they  imagine  that  they  gain  by  the  additional  weight  which  the 

moisture  gives  to  the  com ;  but  if  this  be  a  reason  at  all,  which  it  is  not,  because 

ev^  buyer  of  damp  com  dieapens  the  price  accordingly,  it  runs  clean  the  other 

way ;  because  moisture  in  corn  causes  the  bulk  to  increase  ki  a  greater  proportion 

than  the  weight,  and  therefore  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  fanner  to  sell  damp 

com  by  measure  rather  than  by  weight. 

4015.  In  your  first  examination  you  stated  that  there  were  100  meters  in  the 
port  of  London,  and  tliat  these  men  could,  with  ease,  measure  5,000,000  quarters 
of  com  in  a  year ;  do  you  wish  to  make  any  addition  to,  or  correct  any  part  of  that 
evidence! — I  think,  that  in  stating  5,000,000  quarters,  I  kept  very  much  within 
bounds.  In  12  hours  a  meter  will  measure  600  quarters  of  oats,  or  500  quarters 
of  barley,  or  400  quarters  oi  wheat,  and  that  gives  an  average  of  500  quarters 
for  the  different  sorts.  There  are  300  working  days  in  the  year,  and  therefore 
each  meter  working  12  hours  will  be  able  to  BieaAure  150,000  quarters  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  the  100  meters  will  consequently  be  able  to  work 
15,000,000  quarters  in  the  course  of  the  year,  that  b  by  working  12  hours 
each  day.  If  they  work  nine  hours  they  will  be  able  to  measure  1 1,350,000  ;  by 
working  six  hours  they  will  be  able  to  measure  7,500,000  ;  and  by  working  ioar 
hours  dbey  will  be  able  to  measure  5,000,000. 

4016.  You  have  bad  transactions  in  corn  with  Liverpool  and  other  parts  in  the 
North,  and  you  have  bad  frequent  conversations  with  naerchants  and  dealers  in 
com  from  those  parts  ;  do  you  think  they  are  good  judges  of  the  quality  of  wheat? 
-<— They  have  a  very  imperfect  and  limited  knowledge  of  the  quality  of  wheat,  and 
the  reason  is  this,  tiiat  their  judgment  is  constantly  exercised  in  low  and  inferior 
qualities.  The  chief  of  the  supi^ies  of  wheat  which  they  get  is  from  Ireland. 
Now  the  Irish  wheat  is  generally  much  inferior  to  the  EngUsb  wheat,  in  the  produce 
of  both  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the  flour;  and  this  is  not  all,  but  they  generally 
speaking  do  not  get  the  finest  qualities  of  Irish  wheat,  and  in  cases  of  importatiobs 
of  com  from  foreign  parts,  it  is  generally  the  inferior  qualities  tliat  are  sent  to 
Liverpool  and  the  North,  and  all  ^e  fine  qualities  come  to  London  and  the  ports 
in  the  Channel.  Now,  as  no  man's  judgment  can  possibly  extend  farther  than 
fais  experience  and  observation,  and  as  the  experience  of  these  men  is  generally 
con£ned  to  inferior  qaalities  of  wheat,  they  never  have  any  clear  notions  of  the 
great  importance  of  fine  quidity  in  wheat  If  you  talk  with  these  men,  and 
ask  them  the  difference  in  the  value  of  60  lbs.  of  wheat  of  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  and 
60  lbs.  weighing  58  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  they  will  tell  you  that  as  they  have  the  same 
weight  in  both  cases  there  is  very  little  difference ;  and  yet  the  difference  is  very 
DQaterial,  because  though  the  weight  is^  tlie  same,  the  60  lbs.  of  wheat  weighing  6olb& 
to  the  busbd,  will  produce  more  flour,  and  that  flour  of  a  better  quality  than  the 
wheat  that  weighs  only  58  lbs.  per  bushel.  These  men  have  a  habit  of  sayipg  that 
they  judge  of  the  quality  of  wheat  by  smelling  it,  by  tasting  it,  by  handling  it,  and 
by  seeing  it  Now,  where  wheat  is  sold  by  the  combined  system  of  weight  and 
measure,  the  buyer  has  an  opportunity  of  doing  all  these  things  which  they  men- 
tion, the  same  as  they  have,  but  from  long  habit  and  experience  he  has  one  great 
advai\tage  which  they  have  not,  that  experience  b  derived  from  having  seen 
various  qualities  of  wheat  weighed  ^y  the  bushel,  or  else  having  had  it  weighed  by 
fais  servants,  and  having  had  the  weight  reported  to  him  ;  and  therefore,  inde- 
pendent of  being  able  to  determine  by  his  senses  the  outward  properties  of 
wlieat,  his  judgment  is  informed  as  to  the  specific  gravity  of  wheat,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  iietermine  what  quantity  of  ftour  any  given  weight  and  measure  of  wheat  will 
produce;  and  having  been  long  in  the  habit  of  doing  this,  he  comes  at  last  to  be 
able  to  determine  with  tolerable  precision  the  weight  of  wheat  by  simple  inspec- 
tion. Now,  all  this  knowledge  and  all  this  information  which  bis  judgment 
acquires,  people  who  sell  by  weight  alone  must  necessarily  be  deprived  of.  1  defy 
any  man  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  wheat  by  weight  alone,  (and  never  in 
the  habit  of  comparing  weight  with  measure,)  to  deter  mine  within  a  great  many 
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Mr.  Rkhmd  Page,  pounds"  the  weight  of  it  per  bashel.     In  all  I  have  said,  there  is  nothing  that 

conveys  the  slightest  reflection  on  the  Liverpool  corn  merchants,  and  my  argameot 

9  July  1834.  amounts  merely  to  this:  that  no  man's  judgment  can  possibly  extend  beyond 
his  experience,  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  who  rarely,  if  ever,  sees  fine  wheats 
to  be  able  to  estimate  the  value  of  fine  wheat,  and  this  I  believe  will  hardly  be  con- 
tradicted. I  should  further  remark,  that  where  wheat  is  quoted  by  weight  alone, 
as  at  Liverpool,  it  is  quite  impossible  by  any  human  means  to  quote  wheat  with 
accuracy.  The  reason  of  that  you  will  find  stated  in  my  opinion  on  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Treffry. 

4017.  Is  not  the  quality  of  wheat  of  great  importance? — Of  much  j^reater 
importance  than  is  generally  imagined,  because  if  you  take  one  parcel  of  wheat  of 
heavy  and  superior  quality,  and  another  parcel  of  wheat  of  light  and  inferior 
quality,  you  will  not  only  have  more  flour  in  proportion  to  the  weight,  out  of  the  one 
than  out  of  the  other,  but  that  flour  will  also  be  of  a  better  quality ;  and  then  comes 
this  further  consequence,  that  any  given  weight  of  flour  of  a  superior  quality  wilt 
not  only  make  better  bread  than  the  same  weight  of  flour  of  an  inferior  quality,  but 
it  will  also  make  more  bread.     And  this  difference  in  the  quantity  of  bread  pro- 
duced from  equal  weights  of  flour  of  different  qualities  is  easily  accounted  for  by 
the  chemical  composition  of  the  bread.     Of  the  water  used  for  mixing  the  dough, 
a  certain  portion  is  afterwards  lost  by  evaporation  in  the  process  of  baking ;  but 
a  considerable  part  is  chemically  combined  and  solidified  in  the  bread,  and  whicli 
latter  portion  cannot  be  again  separated  from  it  without  the  entire  destruction  c^ 
the  article.     Now  flour  of  different  qualities  requires  various  proportions  of  water 
to  enter  into  chemical  combination  with  it  to  form  bread ;  and  the  better  and  purer 
the  flour,  the  more  water  it  takes  up  and  renders  solid.     There  are  innumeraUe 
analogous  instances  in  chemistry  of  water  forming  an  essential  and  necessary  part 
of  a  solid,  and  without  which  water  the  substance  would  be  totally  different  and 
distinct  in  its  appearance  and  qualities.     Thus  plaster  of  Paris  or  gypsum  (the  sul- 
phate of  lime),  when  perfectly  dried  at  a  red  heat,  is  a  soft  brittle  mass,  easily  falling 
to  a  fine  powder.     Now  if  this  powder  be  mixed  with  water,  it  immediately  solidifies 
and  becomes  extremely  hard.     The  water  in  a  great  degree  combines  chemically 
with  it  and  becomes  solid,  and  is  in  fact  a  portion  of  its  substance,  and  cannot  a^un 
be  separated  from  it  without  exposure  to  so  high  a  degree  of  beat  as  entirely  to 
destroy  the  compound,  and  reduce  it  to  its  original  form  of  powder.     With  relation 
to  this  part  of  the  inquiry,  I  have  farther  to  state,  that  for  this  twelvemonth  past  I 
have  regularly  been  in  the  habit  of  comparing  the  prices  of  corn  and  flour  on  the 
Continent  with  the  prices  in  England  ;  and  in  jpaking  a  comparison  between  this 
country  and  France,  I  always  found  this  remarkable  circumstance,  that  the  differ- 
ence between  the  price  of  flour  in  Paris  and  in  London  was  always  greater  than 
the  difference  in  the  price  of  wheat;   and  again,  that  the  difference  in  the  price 
of  bread  was  always  greater  than  the  difference  in  the  price  of  flour.    I  made 
a  calculation  the  other  day,  of  which  these  are  the  results :  the  highest  price  of 
wheat  of  the  first  quality  at  Paris  is  24  f.  50  c.  per  1  i   hectolitre,    which  is 
equal  to  37^.  5d.  the  English  quarter  of  8   bushels,  imperial  measure.     The 
highest  price  of  flour  of  the  first  quality  at  Paris  is  45  f.  per  159  kilogrammes, 
w^hich  is  equal  to  28^.  3(/.  the  English  sack  of  280  lbs.,  and  the  highest  price  of  whit6 
wheaten  bread  of  the  first  quality  in  Paris  is  11  sous  for  4  lbs.,  French  weight, 
which  is  equal  to  4^.  and  11.16  of  a  penny  for  the  4  lbs.  EngUsli  weight.     The 
highest  price  of  wheat  of  the  first  quality  in  London  is  56^.  the  quarter,  and 
the  highest  price  of  flour  of  the  first  quality  is  45  s.  the  sack,  and  the  prkreof 
bread  of  the  first  quality  is  8  d.  the  4  lbs. ;  and,  therefore,  if  you  compare  these 
prices  with  the  prices  of  Paris,  the  difference  in  the  price  of  wheat  is  49.12  per 
cent. ;  the  difference  in  the  price  of  flour  is  59.29  per  cent.,  and  the  difference 
in  the  price  of  bread  is  70.67  per  cent. ;  and,  t^retore,  there  is  first  a  diflferenceof 
more  than  10  per  cent,  between  the  price  of  wheat  and  flour  at  Paris,  and  the  price 
of  wheat  and  flour  in  London,  and  there  is  next  a  difference  of  more  than  20  per 
cent,  between  the  price  of  bread  as  compared  with  the  price  of  wheat  in  London  and 
in  Paris.     Now,  all  this  I  attribute  entirely  to  the  difference  in  the  quality  between 
the  French  and  English  wheat.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  best  French  flour  is 
much  better  than  the  best  English  flour,  and  therefore  the  thing  applies  iu  this  way, 
that  the  French  wheat  being  of  a  better  quality  than  the  English  wheat,  and  the 
French  miller  being  able  to  get  a  greater  quantity  of  flour,  and  of  better  quality,  out 
of  the  same  quantity  of  wheat,  than  the  English  miller,  is  enabled  to  sell  that  flour  at 
a  lower  price  to  the  public,  and  then  the  flour  being  of  a  belter  quality,  (and 
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in  consequence  of  that  better  quality  not  only  making  better  bread,   but  more  Mr.  Richard  Page. 

bread,)  the  baker  is  also  enabled  to  sell  his  bread  so  much  cheaper  to  the  public ;       « 

and  therefore  the  importance  of  the  quality  of  uheat  is  such,  that  a!>  a  final  result,       9  J^^y  ^^34> 

comparing  the  wheat  in  France  witii  tlie  wheat  in  England,  the  French  public^  in 

proportion  to  the  price  of  wheat,  get  their  bread  20  per  cent  cheaper  than  the 

English  public 

4018.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  farmers  in  the  midland  counties  aie  fre- 
quently cheated  by  the  millers,  under  the  system  in  use  there  ? — I  cannot  speak 
to  that  as  a  fact,  but  I  can  merely  state  what  I  have  heard  :  I  have  heard  that  it 
IS  sometimes  the  practice  in  the  midland  counties,  where  a  farmer  shows  a  sample 
of  very  fine  wheat  to  a  miller,  (that  wheat  weighing  19  stone  per  sack,)  that  the 
miller  says  to  him,  **  How  much  will  this  weigh?'*  He  replies,  "19  stone.*" 
The  miller  says,  **  Well,  I  will  buy  it  for  1 8  stone,  and  pay  you  the  difference." 
And  then  the  miller  makes  this  calculation :  if  he  buys  it  as  1 8  stone,  we  \viU 
say  at  60^.  per  quarter,  he  only  pays  according  to  the  simple  prof>ortion  of 
the  ditference  between  18  and  19  stone ;  but  the  proportionate  value  of  that  wheat 
is  much  greater  than  the  proportionate  difference  of  weight  He  will  not  only 
have  a  proportionally  greater  quantity  of  flour,  but  that  flour  will  also  be  of  a  better 
quality;  and  therefore  if  wheat  is  bought  in  that  way,  the  miller  certainly  does  not 
pay  the  fair  price  for  it  to  the  farmer. 

40 1Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  farmers  in  Ireland  m*e  cheated  by  the  system 
of  selling  corn  by  weight? — I  know  nothing  of  Ireland  practically  ;  but  from  what 
I  have  heard,  I  should  think  there  must  be  sometimes  a  little  foul  play  from  the 
allowance  of  beamage,  and  sometimes  I  believe  by  what  they  call  **  down  to  the 
ground  weight/*  In  all  weighing,  the  turn  of  the  scale  is  given ;  but  the  turn  of 
the  scale  is  a  very  vague  term,  because  a  scale  will  turn  at  i  lb.  or  J  lb.,  or  it  may 
be  1  lb.  or  7  lbs.,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  inile  for  the  turn  of  the  scale.  Look 
again  at  the  mode  of  weighing  corn  in  Liverpool ;  they  take  no  account  of  any 
weight  short  of  a  pound,  and  therefore  if  the  sack  does  not  turn  at  21  lbs.,  for 
instance,  though  very  near  it,  they  insert  only  20  lbs.,  and  therefore  there  must  be 
constantly  inaccuracies  and  irregularities  in  weighing,  which  can  never  take  place 
in  measuring,  because  the  bushel  being  stricken,  an  exact  uniform  quantity  is  always 
given,  neither  more  nor  less. 

4020.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  frauds  by  heaping  or  shaking  the  measure? 
— Never  in  all  my  life. 

4021.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  that  fraud  could  be  committed  in  measuring? 
— No  ;  if  I  were  present  to  see  com  measured,  I  should  not  care  whether  a  child 
did  it  or  an  old  woman  did  it ;  and  indeed  so  simple  a  thing  is  measuring,  that 
there  is  a  large  corn-dealer  at  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  a  Mr.  Wilford,  who  1  be- 
lieve formerly  had  an  old  woman  tomeetsure  his  corn. 

4022.  By  the  shaking  of  the  measure,  could  not  more  be  got  in  than  on  first 
filling  the  measure  ? — If  you  make  experiments,  you  can  get  more  corn  into  a 
bushel  in  one  way  than  you  can  in  another ;  but  corn  is  everywhere  through* 
out  Europe,  where  it  is  bought  by  measure,  measured  on  one  and  the  same 
principle ;  and  therefore  all  these  idle  experiments  of  seeing  how  much  com  may 
be  got  into  a  bushel  by  one  method,  and  how  little  by  another,  amount  to 
nothing,  and  impose  upon  nobody,  because  in  practice  and  in  the  usual  way  in 
which  corn  is  measured,  the  difference  between  the  measuring  of  one  meter  and 
another  is  so  trifling,  that  it  is  not  worth  taking  into  the  account,  and  is  always 
infinitely  less  than  the  difference  between  the  weighing  of  one  man  and  another. 

4023.  But  still,  where  fraudulent  persons  are  concerned,  you  must  admit  that  more 
corn  could  be  got  in? — ^Yes,  you  can  commit  fraud  either  in  weighing  or  measuring, 
•but  there  are  many  more  chances  of  fraud  in  weighing  than  in  measuring,  and 
dc  facto  the  tricks  practised  in  weighteg  are  many  and  notorious. 

4024.  You  have  stated  in  your  former  evidence  that  the  principal  corn-factors 
keep  a  book  which  contains  the  weight  as  well  as  the  measure  of  their  different 
parcels  of  wheat  ? — Yes. 

4025.  In  what  way  are  these  particulars  entered  in  the  book? — It  is  a  small 
book,  ruled  with  three  columns  ;  the  first  column  on  the  left  hand  contains  the  name 
of  the  ship,  the  second  column  the  quantity,  and  the  third  the  weight,  in  this  way : 

Ship's  Name.  Quantity.  Weight. 

Jane.  400  qrs.  60  lbs. 
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Mr.  Richard  Pugt.      4026.  Then  by  this  method  they  know  the  toUl  ictual  weight,  as  wdl  as  tbe 

[ ;       total  actual  measure  of  their  com  ? — ^Ycs ;  they  have  merely  to  multiply  Ae  neisQi! 

9  July  1834.  by  the  weight,  and  that  gives  them  the  total  wei^t  as  well  as  the  total  oeisiii^; 
and  the  exact  total  weight  is  much  more  accurately  determined  in  tbtt  wajtimiii 
places  where  the  whole  cargo  is  weighed,  because  where  com  is  ftiriy  and  hoQesdr 
shipped,  the  weight  of  every  part  of  the  bulk  will  be  uniform ;  and,  agaio,  who^con 
has  been  properly  taken  care  of  in  granary,  the  wdght  of  every  part  of  the  boi 
will  be  uniform,  and,  therefore,  if  you  weigh  a  bushel  of  this  cora  carefeDj,  aoi 
then  multiply  the  measure  of  the  whole  quantity  by  the  weight  of  thb  boshd,  tk 
total  weight  will  be  more  accurately  ascertained  than  if  tbe  whole  qaaotity  hid  bea 
weighed  according  to  the  usual  method  of  weighing,  because  this  could  oeferbeper* 
formed  with  the  same  care  as  that  with  which  a  smgle  bu^el  m^t  be  weighed 

4027.  Is  not  a  combined  system  of  measure  and  weight,  a  check  against  tbe 
negligence  as  well  as  the  thefts  of  com-deiUers' servants  ?--<!ertaiDly;  wheat bsd 
fakes  his  com  into  granary,  he  has  it  weighed  to  determine  the  wei^tperbeshd, 
and  if  some  time  afterwards  he  has  it  weighed  again,  he  is  able  to  detenuoe 
whether  that  com  has  been  tak«)  proper  care  of ;  if  it  lias  been  taken  propetore 
of,  the  weight  would  either  be  the  same  as  when  it  was  taken  mto  thef;r«iinr,or 
it  would  have  increased  ;  if  it  has  been  neglected,  tbe  weight  would  dimioish.  Bj 
this  same  method  he  can  also  determine  whether  any  part  of  the  corn  his  bea 
stolen  while  it  was  in  granary;  because,  if  tbe  defiuciency  in  measure sfaooid not 
tally  and  square  with  the  change  of  weight  per  bushel,  he  knows  that  a  put  of  that 
corn  has  been  stolen. 

4028.  In  your  last  examination  you  gave  an  account  of  a  transactioQiawbib 
Mr.  Dudin,  tbe  granary-keeper,  was  concerned  in  delivering  a  cargo  of  Irish  oits 
by  weight  in  the  port  of  London ;  have  you  any  remarks  to  make  oa  ttit 
transact bn? — That  transaction  is  a  complete  proof  of  the  perfectknof  tbeoon- 
bined  system  of  measure  and  weight,  because,  on  a  mere  examioatioQ  o(  tbe 
■account,  it  will  be  6een  how  nearly  the  weight  and  measure  tally  with  each  otin 
throughout.  These  are  the  particulars :  there  are  in  all  956  draod^ts,  of  wUd 
793  are  1  cwt.  2qrs.  4  lbs.  each,  which  is  43  lbs.  per  bushel  Tiioreveji 
draughts  of  1  cwt  2  qrs.  3  Iba.  each,  which  is  42I  to  the  bushel;  94(irat^tsaR 
1  cwt.  2  qrs.  5  lbs.,  which  is  43^  to  the  bushel ;  and  37  draughts  are  1  cwt  -if^ 
6  lbs,,  which  is  43  }  lbs.  to  tbe  bushel ;  and,  therefore,  in  32  draughts  outof956tl£ 
variance  is  \\h.  in  diminution  of  43  lbs.  per  bushel.  In  94  draughts  oat  ot 
956  the  variance  b  \  lb.  in  excess  of  43  to  tbe  bushel ;  amd  in  37  draughts  oot^ 
956  the  variance  is  \  lb.  in  excess  of  43  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  and,  therefore,  'k 
average  weight  being  43.033  lbs.  per  bushel,  the  firaction  in  excess  of  43"'^'^ 
so  trifling  that  it  is  not  worth  considering. 

4029.  Do  you  know  for  what  reason  that  cargo  was  weighed,  instead  of  bof 
delivered  by  the  usual  mode  of  measuring  alone  ? — It  was  owing  to  a  dispute,  ^ 
I  have  heard,  (for  I  do  not  know  the  fact,)  which  the  consignee  <rf  tbe  com  ImJ 
had  before  with  the  shippers  in  Ireland ;  and  the  corn  having  been  putooboin 
in  Ireland  by  weight  alone,  he  was  determined  to  have  it  wei^ied  as  vel  tf 
measured,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  he  had  the  full  weight  charged  to  hia  n  tli^ 
invoice. 

4030.  You  have  recommended  tbe  combined  system  of  measure  and  v^j 
that  is,  that  the  quantity  should  be  determined  by  measure  and  the  qualitf  i«i^ 
by  weight;  is  it  not  precisely  the  aame  combination  if  the  quantity  is  teW''? 
weight  and  the  quality  by  measure?— You  have  the  same  combination;  WtiMi 
combination  is  obtained  at  much  greater  expense  of  time  and  labour  io  ooe  ^^ 
than  in  the  other,  because  it  is  much  easier  and  takes  up  less  time,  aud  ismochtes 
expensive,  to  determine  quantity  by  measure,  and  test  the  quality  by  wei^t,  tto 
to  determine  the  quantity  by  weight,  and  test  the  quality  by  measure.  Besides, 
the  system  of  determining  the  quantity  of  corn  by  weight  and  testing  tbe  quality  ^[ 
measure  would,  if  it  were  generally  adopted,  be  quite  impracticable,  baau5e,0] 
the  bypotliesis,  all  measure  would  be  abrogated  ;  and  then,  as  measure  would  (P) 
be  occasionally  called  in  with  a  view  to  test  quality,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  saf 
pose  that  people  would  be  at  the  expense  of  keeping  standard  measures  atlo^ 
tbe  country  for  the  sole  and  only  purpose  of  testing  the  quality  of  cora ;  but  w^ 
the  quantity  is  determined  by  measure  and  the  quality  tested  by  weight,  tbe  tli:^j 
is  very  easy,  because  the  weights  and  scales  already  exist,  and  have  other  functi^. 
to  perform,  and  are  only  occasionally  called  in  as  auxiliaries  to  test  the  qualify- 
corn. 
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4031.  You  have  recommended,  in  your  former  evidence,  that  whenever  bargains  Mr.  Richard  Page. 
in  com  were  made  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  com  should  be  of  a  certain  ■ 

weight  per  bushel,  that  a  return  of  that  bargain,  precisely  in  the  terms  in  which  9  July  1834. 
it  was  made,  should  be  given  to  the  Inspector  of  Corn  Returns  ;  do  you  not  think 
that  people  would  object  to  make  returns  of  that  nature  ? — Some  people  object  to 
make  returns  at  all,  because  it  is  a  disclosure  of  their  private  concerns ;  but  no 
roan  that  was  willing  to  make  a  return  at  all  could  possibly  have  any  objection  to 
state  the  weight  of  the  corn  as  well  as  the  price  and  quantity,  if  be  had  bought  it 
on  condition  that  it  should  weigh  a  certain  weight. 

.4032.  Would  the  making  the  retum  in  this  way  occasion  additional  trouble  to 
the  inspectors,  and  would  it  be  attended  with  any  considerable  addition  of 
expense  ? — I  camiot  see  that  it  would.  I  do  not  know  in  what  way  the  inspectors 
make  their  returns  to  the  comptroller  in  London,  but  in  all  cases  where  bargains 
have  been  made  in  the  sense  of  my  former  answer,  it  could  be  very  little 
additional  trouble  to  the  inspector  to  make  a  retum  of  these  bargains  to  the 
comptroller.  He  might  put  it,  for  instance,  in  thb  way,  in  a  nota  bene  at  the 
bottom  of  his  return,  *'  of  the  above  returns,  so  muck  wheat,  or  barley,  or  oats,*^ 
as  the  case  might  be,  ^^  have  been  returned  at  such  a  weight  per  bushel."  There 
may  be  other  methods,  but  altogether  it  must  be  a  very  simple  thing. 

4033.  You  stated  in  your  former  evidence  that  there  were  formerly  a  great  many 
corn  measures  in  use  in  Holland  ;  were  these  corn  measures  really  different  from 
each  other,  or  only  component  pans  of  each  other  ? — A  component  part  is  a  very 
▼ague  term;  three  is  a  component  part  of  10,  but  it  is  not  an  aliquot  part,  and, 
therefore,  wouM  not  measure  it  without  a  remainder.  Every  measure  is  a  component 
part  of  another  measure,  because  each  contains  a  certain  number  of  cubic  inches ; 
but  if  they  are  not  aliquot  piurts  of  each  other,  so  as  to  form  regular  multiples  and 
proportionals,  those  measures  are  different.  I  have  got  here  a  list  of  different 
measures  that  were  formerly  used  in  Holland,  which  1  wit!  put  in. 


A  LIST  of  different  Corh  Mbasurks  formerly  in  use  io  Holland^  with  the  Names  of  the  Places 
nvhere  thej  were  sied,  md  their  contents  in  French  Cubic  Inches. 


Contents  of 

CoMomof 

Names  of  Places. 

Names 

eachMeasoie 

Naiw*  of  Flwet. 

Names 

each  Meunre 
in  FicMh 

of  Measures. 

Cubit  lachesu 

of  Measures. 

Ckiclnekes. 

Alckmaar 

Sack      - 

4.083 

Gooda- 

Sai^      •        • 

6.«49 

Ammford       -  •     • 

Mndde  - 

9.»86 

GroaJogen     • 

Mudde  - 

4^54 

Amstardam     - 

Last      -        . 

147,180 

Harderwick  - 

Jdadde  ■ 

^1 

Ditto  -        -        - 

Miukk  . 

5.449 

Harlem 

Sack     .        . 

3,868 

DHtD- 

Sack      - 

4,087 

Maastricht    - 

Setters  • 

i,X4» 

Ditto- 

Schepel - 

>,36a 

Middelburg  ^ 

Sack     .       . 

»4i4« 

Amheim 

Mongers 

6,681 

Nimeguen     - 

Moavers 

6,758 

Berg-op-zoom 

Sesters  . 

9,330 

Ondewater    - 

Madde  • 

7,000 

Bois-le-Duc    • 

Movvers 

7,170 

Hoede  • 

54,059 

Bomal    .        .        • 

Mudde- 

8,165 

Ditto 

Sack     •        - 

5^* 

BooEimene 

Sack      - 

3,863 

Ditto 

Achtendeel     • 

1,689 

Borcken  •        -        . 

Viertel-        . 

8,995 

Ruremonde    - 

Schepel 

9,l6t 

Breda     - 

Viertel  - 

4*387 

Scboten 

Mndde  - 

J4V953 

BrM      . 

Sack     . 

3,6«» 

Steenbergen  • 

Viertel-        • 

4,800 

Campen 

Madde  - 

5,9oa 

Ter  Tolen     - 

Sack     ■        • 

3,990 

Dordrecht 

Hoed*  •        . 

48,99s 

Ter  Veer       - 

Sack     •        . 

3,768 

Ditto  ... 

Sack      . 

6,134 

Toogres 

Mudde-        - 

9>799 

Enckhuysen    . 

Mttdde  - 

6,680 

Tomhout 

Viertel  - 

4.940 

Ditto- 

Sack      .        . 

3,340 

Utrecht 

Mndde  - 

6.879 

Flushing 

Sack     - 

3,674 

Yenloo 

Mouvers 

6,805 

Goes      ... 

Sack      .        - 

3,675 

Worcum        • 

Saek      .        - 

6,»64 

Gorcum 

Mndde  - 

8>59i 

Remarks. — If,  in  makiBg  out  the  above  list,  the  measure  of  Amsterdam  had  been  referred  to  as 
a  staodaixly  and  the  different  measures  had  been  noted,  with  relation  to  their  disagreement  with  that 
standard^  this  would  hate  still  more  increased  the  number  of  places,  because  I  have  only  put  down  dif- 
ferences ;  but  there  being  many  places  which  agree  with  each  other,  and  yet  differ  from  Amsterdam,  if 
the8#  had  also  been  added,  the  Hst  would  have  been  greatly  enlarged. 

It  must  now  be  observed,  that  all  the  measares  enumerated  in  the  above  list 
are  not  actual  working  measures ;  but  many  of  them  are  multiples  of  measures. 
These  multiples^  however,  urie  so  different  from  each  other,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
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Mr.  Richard  Page,  connect  them  by  any  common  unit,  and  therefore  all  the  actual  measures  whence 
— —  these  multiples  are  derived  must  have  been  diflferent.  My  meaning  herein  may  be 
9  July  1834.  illustrated  by  the  following  plain  sensible  example:  an  English  quarter  is  eight 
bushels ;  the  quarter  is,  however,  no  actual  measure,  but  it  is  merely  the  multiple 
of  an  actual  working  measure,  called  a  bushel,  and  this,  whether  it  respects  Win- 
chester or  Imperial  measure;  but  the  Winchester  quarter  contains  17,203.36  cubic 
inches,  and  the  Imperial  quarter  contains  17,745.536  cubic  inches,  and  how? 
By  plain  deduction  and  inference,  and  because  the  first  is  the  multiple  of  an  actual 
measure  (the  Winchester  bushel  which  contains  2150.42  cubic  inches,)  and  the 
second  the  multiple  of  an  actual  measure :  (the  Imperial  bushel,  which  contains 
2218,192  cubic  inches;)  it  is  therefore  demonstration,  that  if  tlie  multiples  of 
measures,  when  reduced  into  cubic  inches,  are  different,  these  multiples  have  no 
common  integer,  but  are  derived  from  actual  measures,  which  also  differ  from  each 
other.  The  true  rule,  then,  whereby  to  judge  of  the  uniformity  or  diversity  of 
multiples  of  measures,  I  take  to  be  this :  to  divide  their  respective  contents  in  cubic 
inches  by  the  contents  in  cubic  inches  of  an  actual  working  measure,  and  then  all 
that  are  divisible  without  a  remainder  have  the  same  root  and  original,  and  this, 
however  they  may  differ  in  magnitude ;  because  this  difference,  arising  solely  from 
there  being  a  greater  number  of  aliquot  parts  in  one  case  than  in  the  other,  it  is 
evident  that  in  both  cases  the  constituent  parts  are  the  same  in  kind,  and  differ 
only  in  number. 

4034.  You  also  stated,  in  your  first  examination,  that  a  great  many  different 
measures  were  formerly  in  use  in  France ;  have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make 
on  that  head  ? — Nothing,  but  to  put  in  a  list  of  them,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
what  they  are. 


A  LIST  of  Different  Cobn  Measures  formerly  in  use  in  Franccy  with  the  Names  <^  the  Places 
where  they  were  Used,  and  the  Contents  of  each  Measure,  in  French  Cubic  Inches. 


Ntmes  of  Places. 


Names  of  Measures* 


Abbeville 

AiguilloD 

Aire 

Amboise 

Amiens 

Aries     . 

Aubeterre 

Auray    - 

Auxone  - 

Avignon 

Baugency 

Bayonne 

Ditto  - 
Beaucaire 
Beauvais 
Bellegarde 
Bergerac 
Berg  St,  Viuox 
Blois      -        *. 
Boideaux 

Boulogne  sur  Mer    • 
Bourbon  Lancy 
Bourret  -        -        - 
Cadillac 

Cahors  •        •        • 
Calais    -        -        - 
Carcassone 
Castel  Jaloux 
Caetel  Naudari 
Castlenau-de-Medoc 
Castel  Sarrazin 
Castres  -         -         - 
Chalons  sur  Saone  - 
Charolles        -        •  ; 
Chateau  Neuf  sur   ll 

Loire  -         -J| 

Clerac    -        -        •  ; 
Corbie   -        -        -  ■ 


Setier  - 
Sac 

Raziere 
Boisseau 
Setier    - 

Ditto 
Boisseau 

Ditto 
Emine  • 
Boisseau 
Mine     - 
Sac 

Conque  • 
Setier  - 
Tonneau 
Bichet  • 
Pipe  • 
Raziere  - 
Boisseau 

Ditto 
Setier    - 
Boisseau 
Sac 

Ditto 
Carte     - 
Setier'  - 

Ditto 
Sac 

Setier  - 
Quartiere 
Sac 

Setier  - 
Biche  - 
Boisseau 

Ditto 

Sac 
Setier    - 


CoDtentfl  of 
each  Measure 

in  French 
Cubic  Inches. 


7.736 

5,074 
1,656 

3>ooo 

1,547 

1,934 

20,629 

4,641 
2,443 
4,140 
2,070 
3,06a 

97,989 

10,315 

27,076 

7,140 

387 
3,868 

8,703 
573 
5,144 
4,409 
1,469 
8,380 
4,200 
4,177 
3,541 
4,951 
6,183 
5,802 

9,283 

1,221 

1,105 

4,260 
2,110 


Names  of  Place*. 


Dieppe 
Dunkirk,  (water 

measure) 
Dunkirk^     (land 

measure) 
Gaillac  * 

Gravelines    - 
Havre  de  Grace 
Uonfleur 
Libourne 
Lille     - 

Lyons  -        -        . 
Marseilles     - 
Mas  d'Agenois 
Moissac 
Montauban    • 

Ditto 
Montpellier  - 

Ditto 
Montreuil 
Morlaix 

Ditto 
Nancy  -        -        . 

Ditto 
Nantes  -        -        - 

Ditto 
Narbonne 

Nerac  -        -        - 
Nevers  -        .         .. 
Orleans 
Paris    -        -        . 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Paris,  (measure  fori 

oats)  -        -J 

Port  Louis     - 
Rabastens 
llealmont 


Namei  of  Measures. 


Dieppe  - 
Raziere  • 

Ditto 


Contents  of 
each  Measure 

in  FfeDch 
Cobklficbes. 


Setier    - 

7,000 

Raziere 

6,681 

Boisseau 

1,743 

Ditto 

i,97« 

Sac 

4,199 

Raziere  - 

3,584 

Asn6e    -        - 

9»^o 

Charge 

7,968 

Sac        .        . 

4,o«3 

Sac 

4,899 

Ditto 

4,835 

Setier    - 

10,83a 

Ditto 

«^579 

Emine   - 

i,«89 

Boisseau 

730 

Tonneau 

73,49* 

Poisseau  .      • 

«,670 

Reale    - 

9,660 

Carte-   - 

«,4«5 

Tonneau 

7«,«o^ 

Setier    • 

7,««o 

Ditto 

3,705 

Sac 

4,409 

Boisseau 

967 

Moid     . 

19,340^ 

Ditto 

g«,83i 

Setier    • 

7.736 

Boisseau 

644. 

Setier    - 

15,47» 

Tonneau 

94,766 

Setier     - 

8,646^ 

Ditto     - 

6^:£i 

5,157 
8,166 

7.^58 
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Contents  of 

Contents  of 

Names  of  Piaces. 

Names  of  Measures. 

each  Measure 

in  French 
Cubic  Inches. 

Names  of  Places. 

Names  of  Measures. 

each  Measure 

in  French 
Cubic  Inches. 

Realville       - 
Reole  -        •        - 

Sac 
Ditto     - 

5,879 
4,898 

Strasbourg     (townl 
measure)  -        -J 

Sesters  - 

9^4 

Rochelle  (la) 

Tonneau 

69,624 

Ditto  (country  ditto) 

Ditto     - 

953 

Ditto  -        -        . 

Boisseau 

1,658 

Sully    - 

Caree    - 

806 

Roaen  -        -        - 

Muid     . 

108,237 

Tallemunt     - 

Sac 

4,642 

Ditto  - 

Setier    . 

9>020 

TaraBCone     • 

Charge  - 

2,88a 

Ditto  ... 

Mine     - 

4»5io 

Toulon 

Ditto     - 

23,206 

Ditto  ... 

Boisseau 

128 

Ditto .        -        - 

Emine  - 

5,157 

Royen  ... 

Qaartier 

5,068 

Toulouse 

Setier    - 

5,653 

Saint  Briea  - 

Tonnea« 

77,360 

Toumcm 

Sac        .        . 

3,713 

SaiDtGille    - 

Charge  - 

3,674 

Tours   . 

Boidseau 

542 

St.  Jean  de  Laune  - 

Emine   -     .  - 

23,208 

Valenciennes 

Nytur    - 

3,622 

St  Omer      - 

Raziere 

6,532 

Villenour 

Sac        - 

4,951 

St.  Valery  BarSomme 

Seiier    - 

7,736 

Villeneuve  d'Agenois 

* 

Boisseau 

4,1  OCJ 

The  same  general  observations  apply  to  these  measures  as  to  the  Dutch  measures. 
The  great  diversity  of  measures  which  formerly  existed  in  France,  may  be  accounted 
far  in  this  way  :  that  the  corn  of  one  province  not  being  generally  allowed  to  be 
transported  to  another,  and  frequently  not  from  place  to  place  in  the  same  pro- 
vince, there  was,  strictly  speaking,  no  corn  trade,  and  consequently  no  necessity  for 
uniformity  of  measures. 

The  hectolitre  (pursuant  to  the  decree  of  179  J,  for  establishing  uniformity  of 
weights  and  measures,)  with  its  multiples  and  proportional  parts,  is  the  corn  mea- 
sure which  is  now  adopted  throughout  the  whole  of  France^  except  at  Marseilles, 
Lyons,  Bayonne,  and  here  and  there  a  place  in  Normandy,  where  they  still  keep  to 
the  old  measures* 

All  the  former  standards  of  measures  in  France  were,  I  believe,  mere  arbitrary 
quantities;  the  present  standard  is  taken  from  nature,  and  is  derived  from  the  length 
of  a  quadrant  of  the  meridian,  that  is,  the  dbt^e  from  the  Equator  to  the  North 
Pole ;  and  therefore  there  is  no  regular  connexion  between  the  present  and  the 
former  French  standards  of  measure. 

4035.  If  oats  are  put  in  a  damp  condition  into  granary,  will  there  not  be  a  pretty 
considerable  loss  in  measure  ? — Yes,  but  the  value  and  quality  will  be  improved  in 
a  still  greater  proportion,  if  they  are  brought  into  condition. 

4036.  Though  the  different  com  measures  in  tlie  ports  of  the  Baltic  are  different 
from  the  English  com  measure,  is  it  not  sometimes  customary  to  ship  com  at  a 
certain  price  free  on  board  per  quarter  English  measure  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

4037.  Is  corn  measured  there  by  the  English  measure  ? — No. 

4038.  In  what  way  does  the  captain  sign  the  bill  of  lading  for  this  corn  ? — In 
the  foreign  measure. 

4039.  Will  the  corn  on  arrival  render  the  number  of  quarters  charged  to  the 
buyer,  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  measured  by  the  Imperial  bushel  ? — Certainly  ; 
the  method  they  adopt  is  this  :  they  know  the  contents  of  their  own  measures  in 
cubic  inches,  and  they  know  the  contents  of  the  English  measure  in  cubic  inches, 
and  from  this  they  know  the  proportions  between  the  one  and  the  otlier,  and,  there- 
fore, whether  they  use  one  measure  or  the  other,  the  result  will  always  be  the  same. 

4040.  Have  you  not  had  frequently,  different  cargoes  of  corn  arrive  at  the  same 
time,  or  within  a  short  period  of  each  other,  from  the  same  places  on  the  Conti- 
nent, which  corn  has  been  ship|)ed  by  different  persons? — Yes. 

4041.  How  did  the  measure  of  these  different  cargoes  turn  out  as  compared 
with  each  other  ? — Where  the  corn  arrived  in  condition,  the  measure  of  the  dif- 
ferent cargoes  was  tiie  same,  or  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same ;  and  this,  coupled 
with  the  circumstance,  that  when  corn  is  put  into  granary,  and  afterwards  taken  out 
of  granary,  in  London,  there  is  no  greater  difference  in  the  measure  than  what  arises 
from  the  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  corn  (and  this  notwithstanding  it  is 
measured  into  granar^  by  one  meter  only,  and  measured  out  by  a  great  number  of 
meters),  all  this,  I  say,  proves  two  things ;  first,  that  in  all  countries,  measures 
of  capacity  are  made  perfect,  and  so  as  to  agree  with  their  prescribed  contents 
in  cubic  inches,  for  if  this  were  not  so,  then  the  measures  of  two  countries 
could  in  practice  never  agree  with  the  contents  of  their  respective  measures  in 
cubic  inches,  and  yet  we  nnd  that  when  the  corn  arrives  in  condition  they  always 
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Mr.  Richard  Page,  do  agree.     The  second  thing  it  proves  is,  that  in  all  countries  corn  is  measured  on 

the  same  principle,  and  that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  measuring  of  one  set 

9  July  1834.  of  melers  and  another,  for  if  there  were,  then  the  measures  in  practice  could  never 
agree  with  the  contents  of  the  measures  in  cubic  inches.  Another  proof  of  the 
accuracy  with  which  com  is  measured,  and  of  the  small  difference  that  there  is 
between  the  mc^uring  of  one  man  and  another,  lies  in  this  circumstance,  that 
the  measure  of  the  com  which  arrives  in  sacks  from  Essex  is  generally  found  to 
be  so  true  that  it  is  seldom  judged  necessary  to  measure  more  than  a  small  part  of 
it ;  and  therefore  it  is  clear  that  a  farmer's  labourer  measures  with  precisely  the 
same  accuracy,  though  not  with  the  same  dispatch,  as  a  practised  London  meter. 

There  is  yet  a  fact,  and  which  is  of  special  regard  and  consideration.  The 
average  quantity  of  com  that  is  annually  measured  in  the  port  of  London  exceeds 
4,000,000  quarters,  and  yet  the  conduct  of  the  meters  is  not  once  brought  into 
question,  nor  is  there  ever  a  word  of  dispute  about  measure ;  and  this  is  of  such 
large  and  sound  consequence,  that  in  the  truth  and  equity  of  things  it  is  conclusive 
of  the  whole  argument ;  because  that  which  is  tme  in  fact,  can  never  be  false  in 
theory ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  an  idle  fond  thing,  and  the  greatest  mistake  in  the 
world,  to  set  up  mere  assertion  and  hypothesis,  and  a  vain  show  of  reason,  and  a 
few  weak  suggestions  and  brainless  conceits,  against  plain  and  large  practice  and 
experience,  and  every-day  matter  of  fact.  The  true  answer,  therefore,  to  every 
objection  against  measure,  is  this  :  look  at  the  fact* 

For  the  rest,  I  desire  it  may  be  considered  that  all  my  observations  respecting 
measure  are  limited  to  com  that  is  sound  and  well-conditioned.  When  com  is 
out  of  condition,  and  precisely  in  a  ratio  with  the  degree  of  injury  it  has  sustained, 
it  suffers  continual  changes,  and  according  to  the  skill  and  care,  or  ignorance  and 
inattention,  of  those  to  whom  it  is  entrasted,  it  either  improves  in  condition,  or 
degenerates  from  bad  to  worse.  Now  it  is  visible  that  when  com  is  in  this  state, 
it  can  never  for  any  moderate  length  of  time  together,  be  either  of  the  same  actual 
bulk  or  the  same  actual  weight ;  and  therefore  whether  you  weigh  it  or  measure 
it,  you  will  never  have  the  same  result. 

4042.  Whenever  an  occasional  ^fference  arises  between  the  measure  of  one 
place  and  the  measure  of  another, Whence  does  this  proceed? —It  may  proceed 
sometimes  from  plain  open  fraud,  and  that  a  man  charges  a  person  with  more  than  the 
actual  measure.  Sometimes  there  may  be  a  little  trifling  difference  from  carelessness 
or  inattention,  but  that  is  so  trifling  in  a  cargo  of  com,  it  would  not  amount  to  tl)e 
smallest  possible  fraction.  Sometimes  there  may  be  a  mistake  in  the  tally.  All 
these  things  apply  equally  to  weight  as  to  measure. 

4043.  What  is  the  greatest  amount  of  business  in  corn  that  you  ever  did  in  any 
one  year? — I  once  imported  corn  to  the  value  of  about  goo,ooo^  in  about  dx 
months,  the  greater  part  of  which  came  to  London,  and  part  went  to  other  ports 
in  England. 

4044.  In  what  year  was  that? — ^That  was  during  the  war;  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  in  1809  or  1810. 

4045.  Had  you  ever  any  large  transactions,  independent  of  this? — Yes ;  I  once 
had  a  very  large  transaction,  on  account  of  the  French  Govemment,  during  the  short 
peace  of  Amiens.  I  then  shipped  com  from  this  country  to  France  to  the  amount 
of  400,000  /.  in  two  months.  Independent  of  that,  I  havQ  had  very  considerable 
transactions  in  corn  from  time  to  time,  both  as  principal  and  agent 

4046.  Did  you  ever  have  any  dispute,  either  in  England  or  on  the  Continent, 
respecting  the  measure  of  corn  ? — Never  once ;  either  respecting  English  measure 
or  foreign  measure. 

4047.  Were  these  transactions  that  you  have  described  before  the  improvement 
in  measuring  was  introduced  in  London  ? — ^The  measuring  in  London  was  always 
a  good  system.  There  has  been  no  improvement  that  I  know  of,  and  the  prin- 
ciple, I  believe,  has  always  been  the  same.  No  man  could  ever  appoint  his  own 
meter. 

4048.  Then,  as  long  as  you  can  remember,  the  system  of  measuring  in  London 
has  been  conducted  fairly  ? — Certainly. 

4049.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  mles  and  regulations  of  the  Meters'  Office  of 
the  city  of  London  could  in  any  way  be  improved  ? — I  see  no  method  by  which  they 
could  be  improved.  It  ensures  punctuality,  accuracy  and  dispatch,  and  that  I  think 
to  as  great  or  perhaps  greater  degree  than  in  any  place  in  Europe  with  which  I 
am  acquainted. 

4050.  In  a  large  point  of  view,  and  upon  full  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 

stances, 
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stances,  what  do  you  take  to  be  the  great  evil  of  the  present  system  of  buying  Mr.  Richard  Page. 

and  selling  corn  in  the  United  Kingdom? — ^The  great  evil,  I  think,  consists  in  , 

selling  com  by  weight  in  Ireland,  and  by  measure  in  England.     It  is  quite  evident       9  July  1834. 

that  the  system  of  selling  com  by  weight  at  Liverpool,  and  Glasgow,  and  several 

other  places,  has  never  been  adopted  from  choice,  but  from  necessity,  and  arises 

solely  from  their  trade  in  corn  being  with  Ireland ;  and  therefore  of  course,  finding 

it  inconvenient  to  buy  corn  by  weight  in  one  country,  and  sell  it  by  measure  • 

in  another,  they  have  adopted  the  method  of  conforming  their  own  system  to  that 

system  which  is  in  use  where  the  chief  part  of  their  trade  lies. 

4051.  It  has  been  stated  that  weight  and  measure  combined  in  the  sale  of  corn, 
resolve  themselves  into  a  system  of  weight  alone;  is  tliat  your  opinion? — The 
very  tenns  of  the  proposition  are  a  contradiction.  It  is  quite  impossible  that 
a  combination  of  two  different  things  can  be  the  same  as  one*  When  a  man 
speaks  of  weight  alone,  he  abstracts  from  dimension,  and  when  he  speaks  of 
measure  alone,  (that  is  dimension),  he  abstracts  from  weight;  and  when  he  joins 
weight  to  measure,  the  result  is  specific  gravity,  which  is  a  combination  of  weight 
and  measure,  and  is  a  very  different  thing  either  from  absolute  actual  weight,  or 
actual  absolute  measure.  Thus,  for  instance,  let  there  be  60  lbs.  of  one  description 
of  wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  and  60  lbs.  of  another  description 
weighing  55  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  it  is  evident  that  the  actual  absolute  weight  in  both 
cases  is  the  same,  and  yet  the  circumstances  are  widely  different :  First,  the 
measures  will  be  different ;  the  wheat  which  measures  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel  will 
be  an  exact  bushel,  and  no  more ;  but  the  60  lbs.  of  wheat  weighing  55  lbs.  to  the 
bushel,  will  measure  1^  bushel,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  the  same  thing ;  but 
there  must  be  a  real  difference  when  the  same  weight  produces  different  dimensions : 
Secondly,  the  60  lbs.  of  wheat,  of  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  will  produce  more 
flour  than  the  60  lbs.  weighing  only  55  lbs.  to  the  bushel :  Thirdly,  the  60  lbs.  of 
wheat  weighing  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  will  produce  flour  of  a  better  quality  than 
the  60  lbs.  weighing  only  55  lbs.  to  the  bushel.  Here,  therefore,  is  the  same 
actual  weight  in  each  case,  and  yet  the  results  are  widely  different ;  and  therefore 
it  is  impossible  that  a  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure  can  be  the  same 
thing  as  one  of  weight  alone. 

4052.  When  weight  and  measure  are  combined,  is  not  that  the  introduction  of 
two  standards? — Yes;  this  is  not  done,  however,  for  the  mere  and  alone  purpose 
of  determining  one  thing,  but  the  two  standards  are  introduced  and  brought  into 
act  for  the  purpose  of  determining  two  things,  so  wholly  separate  and  distinct 
that  they  have  not  the  most  remote  afiinity  or  connexion  with  each  other.  By 
measure  you  determine  quantity,  and  by  the  weight  of  that  measure  you  deter- 
mine quality ;  and  therefore  a  combination  of  weight  and  measure  determines  two 
things  at  once,  quantity  and  quality.  And  then  consider  at  how  little  loss  of  time 
and  labour  this  standard  of  quality  is  obtained  ;  for  in  testing  the  quality  of  corn 
it  is  not  required  that  the  whole  bulk  should  be  weighed,  but  merely  a  trifling  and 
very  insignificant  portion. 

4053.  Would  not  the  combined  system  afford  more  grounds  for  dispute  than  the 
system  of  weight  or  measure  singly  ? — I  do  not  see  that.  In  Holland,  where  the 
combined  system  is  universally  practised,  there  are  infinitely  fewer  disputes  than  in 
England;  and,  indeed,  where  the  combined  system  obtains,  the  real  grounds  of 
dispute  are  narrowed,  because  this  system  naturdly  induces  great  care  and  atten- 
tion, and  great  fairness  and  regularity  and  uniformity  in  the  bulks  of  corn. 

4054.  In  short,  you  prefer  the  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure  to  any 
other  mode  of  selling  com  ? — Certainly ;  and  this  because  it  is  the  only  system  by 
which  both  quantity  and  quality  may  be  determined  with  accuracy  ;  and  though 
in  estimating  the  quality  and  value  of  corn,  many  things  must  be  taken  into  the 
reckoning,  yet  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com,  (which  is  the  result  of  weight  and 
measure  combined,)  is  always  an  absolute  indispensable  condition :  and  so  that 
ai  length  the  rule  resolves  itself  simply  into  this,  that,  cceteris  paribus^  the  different 
samples  of  corn  are  to  be  compared  with  each  other  with  reference  to  their  specific 

^gravity,  and  then  the  greater  the  weight  in  the  same  volume  the  better  the  quality. 

4055.  Do  you  not  also  conceive  that  it  would  furnish  the  easiest  and  most 

Jracticable  mode  of  reconciling  the  inconveniences  experienced  by  England  and 
reland  in  their  transactions  with  each  other  ? — Yes. 

4056.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  .to  state  to  the  Committee  in  what  way  you  con- 
ceive that  the  law  might  best  be  framed  for  bringing  it  about,  with  the  least  incon- 
venience to  all  classes  ? — ^The  most  effectual  niethotl  would  be  to  render  the  use  of 
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Mr.  Rkhtird  Pag$.  the  Imperial  measure  imperatire  tbrooghout  the  whole  of  Great  Britab,  and  to 
^  ■  ■■■  ■  require  that  all  corn  shipped  from  Ireland  to  England  by  weight  should  s^  be 

9  July  1834.       shipped  by  the  Imperial  bushel.     The  next  best  method  would  be,  that  in  all  com 
shipped  by  weight  in  Ireland,  the  weight  per  bushel  should  be  specified,  and  that  in 
all  corn  shipped  by  measure  from  England  to  Ireland,  the  weight  per  bushel  should 
be  also  specified;  that  is,    where  measure  is  used,  you  should  describe.it  by 
*  weight,  aud  where  w*eight  is  used  you  should  describe  it  by  measure.     The  first  is 

the  most  effectual  remedy,  and  the  next  would  do  away  with  a  great  number  of 
inconveniences.  Another  method  would  be,  to  enact  that  wherever  com  is  sold  by 
measure  no  other  measure  should  be  used  than  the  Imperial  bushel,  aod  also,  as 
I  have  already  recommended,  that  whenever  bargains  are  made  in  which  the  weight 
per  bushel  is  stipulated,  that  such  bargains  should  be  returned  to  the  inspector  of 
com  returns.  By  the  adoption  of  these  methods  all  confusion  will  be  prevented, 
calculation  will  be  simplified  and  made  easy,  the  quotations  of  prices  will  be  more 
regular  and  intelligible  to  the  fermers  and  the  public  in  general,  much  usefiii 
information  will  from  time  to  time  be  communicated,  and  the  attention  of  the 
farmers  will  be  called  to  the  great  importance  of  quality  in  com,  and  the  means 
by  which  this  quality  may  be  tested* 

4057*  It  has  been  stated,  that  enforcing  the  present  law,  which  prescribes  that 
a  memorandum  of  |he  transaction  shall  pass  between  buyer  aod  sdler,  would  causa 
great  inconvenience  to  both  parties,  because  the  market  lasts  too  short  a  time  lo 
allow  of  such  a  thing  being  done.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  this  point? — 
This  may  possibly  be  true,  but  it  would  never  interfere  with  the  returns  to  the 
inspector,  because  they  are  made  at  leisure,  and  whenever  a  bargain  has  been 
made  with  a  stipulation  of  the  weight  per  bushel,  it  may  always  easily  be  so 
returned. 

4058.  After  all  that  has  been  said  upon  the  subject,  do  you  honestly  think  that 
any  change  is  necessary,  or  that  at  any  rate  there  is  any  grievance  so  (great  as  to  call 
for  legislative  interference  ? — I  make  the  same  answer  as  I  did  on  my  first  examina- 
tion, that  though  no  change  may  be  absolutely  necessary,  yet  there  are  changes  that 
are  highly  expedient,  (i.)  It  is  highly  expedient,  for  instance,  that  something 
should  be  done  to  remedy  the  inconvenience  which  results  from  selling  corn  in 
Ireland  by  weight,  and  in  England  by  measure ;  (2.)  and  it  is  expedient  a^n, 
that  wherever  measure  is  used  in  England,  that  this  measure  should  be  the  Ioh 
perial  bushel  and  no  other. 

4059.  In  your  estimate  of  the  comparative  merits  of  weight  and  measure,  you 
appear  to  have  left  the  strickle  out  of  consideration ;  have  you  anything  to  say 
on  that  point  ? — I  have  turned  my  reflexions  on  the  matter  more  than  once,  and 
I  have  sought  information  of  others,  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  the  point  is  unde- 
serving of  notice.     No  practical  man  that  I  have  conversed  with  ever  saw  or 
heard  of  a  false  strickle ;  and  even  in  device  and  speculation  the  thing  will  not 
stand  an  argument.     Nothing  is  fitted  to  serve  as  an  instrument  of  fraud  and  de* 
ception  of  which  the  obliquity  may  be  detected  at  first  view  ;  and  as  any  man  may 
discern  at  once  whether  a  stick  bulge  or  be  evenly  and  equally  round  from  one 
extremity  to  the  other,  so  is  it  impossible  to  use  a  false  strickle  without  its  being 
immediately  detected.     And  therefore,  as  between  weighing  and  measuring,  the 
matter  will  always  stand  af^er  this  sort ;  that  in  weighing,  it  is  not  merely  that  the 
beam  and  scales  may  be  false,  but  every  weight  may  also  be  false,  and  therefore 
the  chances  of  fraud  and  error  in  each   particular  transaction  are  multiplied 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  weights  that  is  used.     In  roeasuriog  only 
one  instrument  is  used,  and  this  instrument,  as  I  have  already  shown,  may  easily^ 
be  tested  without  having  recourse  to  a  standard  measure ;  and  therefore  in  mot- 
sure  there  is,  first,  but  one  chance  of  fraud  and  mistake ;  and  next,  this  chance 
reduces  itself  to  nothing,  because  it  may  be  obviated  by  plain  and  easy  methods^ 
and  by  common  care  and  an  ordinary  capacity.     A  beam  and  scales  may  also  be 
easily  tjBsted,  but  they  are  greatly  liable  to  get  out  of  order  and  to  become  slug- 
gish, and  this  either  from  too  much  or  too  little  use;  and  consequently  the  same 
beam  will  not  always  turn  with  the  same  weight.     With  respept  to  weights,  the^ 
only  plain  way  by  which  a  weight  may  be  tested,  is  by  bringing  it  to  a  stauidard 
weight,  and  comparing  the  one  with  the  other  in  a  true  balance ;  and  this  in  all 
cases  is  a  tedious  and  troublesome  operation,  and  where  the  standard  is  at  a  dis- 
tance it  is  next  to  impracticable;  and  therefore  the.  sum  of  all  is  this,  that  in 
measure  there  is  but  one  chance  of  fraud  and  mistake ;  and  as  any  man  of  plaia 
vulgar  capacity  may  guard  against  this  by  means  of  a  foot  rule,  there  is  in  realit/ 
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no  chance  of  fraud  and  mistake.     But  in  weight  the  chances  of  fraud  and  mis-  Mr.  Rkhard  Pogc. 
take  are  numerous  j  and  these  chances  are  not  to  be  obviated  but  by  methods  ' 

i^hich   in   all  cases   are  tedious  and  troublesome,  and  in  many  are  perhaps       9*'ub'i^34- 
altogether  impracticable. 

To  go  back  to  the  strickle :  I  would  now  observe,  that  by  Article  9  of  the 
Act  of  17  June  1824,  for  establishing  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures,  it  is 
required,  **  That  for  articles  not  sold  by  heaped  measure,  such  as  corn,  pulse,  &c. 
the  same  shall  be  stricken  with  a  round  stick  or  roller,  straight,  and  of  the  same 
diameter  from  end  to  end."  .  And  therefore  whether  there  be  or  be  not  a  very 
small  difference  between  striking  the  bushel  with  a  round  or  a  flat  instrument  is 
of  no  consequence ;  because,  the  law  requiring  that  the  same  thing  should  always 
be  done  by  the  same  means,  there  must  always  in  this  respect  be  the  same  uni- 
form result 

4060.  Have  you  anything  more  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  quotations  of  the 
prices  on  com  r — I  would  only  remark,  that  the  great  defect  of  all  quotations  by 
mere  measure,  stands  in  this  particular,  that  they  exhibit  things  merely  by  com- 
parison, and  nothing  is  described  accurately  and  absolutely.  Thus,  when  Essex 
white  wheat  is  quoted,  for  example,  from  52s.  to  60s.  the  quarter,  the  difference 
in  price  sufficiently  indicates  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  two 
samples,  but  it  leaves  us  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  absolute  quality  of  each 
sandple  respectively :  whereas  nad  the  specific  weight  been  affixed  to  each,  this 
would  have  been  a  clear  absolute  designation  of  one  of  its  most  essential  proper- 
ties, and  by  means  of  which,  not  only  the  Essex  farmer,  but  every  other  farmer  in 
the  kingdom,  and  the  public  at  large,  would  have  been  instructed  in  the  main 
caiise  of  the  difference  in  the  prices  of  the  two  samples;  it  being  visible  that 
when  once  a  man  has  described  the  colour  of  the  wheat,  (that  is,  whether 
it  is  white  or  red,)  and  the  country  and  province  and  district  whence  it  comes, 
if  he  then  add  the  specific  weiffht,  he  has  given  the  most  perfect  description 
which  the  nature  of  things  will  allow.  And  therefore  I  conclude  that  it  is 
essential  to  a  perfect  quotation,  that  the  weight  of  the  corn  should  be  affixed  to 
the  price. 

With  respect  to  quotations  by  weight  alone,  this  mode  is  not  merely  imperfect, 
but  it  is  eminently  and  superlatively  bad.  In  a  quotation  by  measure  alone,  every 
thing  is  exhibited  comparatively,  and  a  difference  of  price  clearly  intimates  a 
difference  of  quality ;  and  so  that  though  all  is  not  signified,  yet  much  is  signified. 
But  in  a  quotation  by  weight  alone,  as  I  have  already  proved,  there  is  not  even  a 
difference  of  price  to  denote  a  difference  of  quality ;  and  so  that,  while  a  quotation 
by  measure  alone  is  imperfect,  because  it  exhibits  every  thing  by  mere  com- 
parison, and  nothing  absolutely,  a  quotation  by  weight  alone  is  essentially  and 
inherently  bad,  because  it  exhibits  nothing  whatever,  either  comparatively  or  abso- 
lutely;  and  this  defect  is  so  incurable,  that  neither  Euclid,  nor  Archimedes,  nor 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  if  they  were  now  extant,  would  be  able  to  devise  means  by 
which  a  quotation  by  weight  alone  could  be  brought  to  denote  in  its  full  extent 
a  difference  of  quality. 

4061.  Do  you  not  think  the  quotations  are  of  great  importance  to  the  farmers? 
—Past  all  doubt.  The  great  and  near  concernment  of  every  producer  of  a  com- 
modity for  sale  is,  that  he  should  be  furnished  with  ready  and  ample  and  accurate 
means  to  ascertain  and  determine  its  value ;  and  this  being  so,  it  is  quite  easy  to 
come  to  the  application,  and  shows  its  importance  in  the  present  case.  The  total 
annual  value  of  the  vegetable  produce  of  the  soil  of  the  United  Kingdom,  taken 
at  average  pric^  does  not,  I  think,  exceed  140,000,000/.,  nor  fall  below 
1 20,000,000  /. ;  and  of  these  total  values,  the  produce  in  com,  grain  and  pulse, 
does  not,  I  think,  exceed  105,000,000/.,  nor  fall  below  85,000,000/.  This  • 
estimate  is  in  good  degree  confirmed  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  M'Cuiloch,  in  his 

**  Commercial  Dictionary,'*  relative  to  the  quantity  of  corn,  grain  and  pulse 
annually  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom;  and  then  we  must  consider  that 
the  value  of  all  other  vegetable  produce  is  governed  by  the  price  of  corn. 
Now  the  bare  statement  of  these  facts  is  sufficient,  and  is  above  a  thousand 
arguments,  to  convince  us  that  it  must  be  of  the  last  consequence  that  the 
producers  of  such  immense  values  should  be  furnished  with  full  and  clear  and 
correct  information:,  and  that  herein  the  object  may  be  attained  effectually, 
it  is  merely  necessary  to  enact,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  corn 
should  be  sold  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  and  that  all  corn  shipped  from  Ireland  to 
Great  Britain  should  also  be  measured  by  the  Imperial  bushel.  This  would  ensure 
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yr.  Jiic/iarJ  Viige.   uniformity  in  the  quotations ;  and  then,  without  force  or  compulsion,  or  further 

legislative  enactmenti  but  as  arising  from  the  plain  sense  and  reason  of  the  thin^, 

j^  July  1^:34.  t^*"^  uniformity  in  the  quotations  would  gradually  lead  to  the  practice  of  affixing 
the  s[»ccific  weight  of  the  corn  to  the  prices;  and  indeed  the  quotations  are  so 
ckarty  a  matter  of  discretion^  that  it  is  impossible  they  should  be  made  the 
fiubject  of  legislative  interference. 

4062.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Committee? — None; 
t  xcept  that  I  wish  to  make  an  addition  to  my  answer  to  question  221 1.  I  there 
s^t ale,  that,  occorcjing  to  the  official  returns  from  the  com  inspectors,  there  are 
tmls  seven  places  out  of  150  in  which  com  is  sold  by  weight  alone,  and  of  these 
J  ^ive  the  names.  I  also  state  that  there  are  20  places  in  which  some  sorts  of 
corn  are  sold  by  measure,  and  others  by  weight,  or  else  all  sorts  of  com  are  sold 
inditiereiltly  either  by  weight  or  by  measure ;  but  I  find  that  I  have  omitted  to 
*itate  the  names  of  these  20  places;  they  are  as  follow:  Wakefield,  Chester, 
Nantwich,  Liverpool,  Lancaster,  Warrington,  Manchester,  Derby,  Coventry,  Bir- 
mingham, Denbigh,  Wrexham,  Carmarthen,  Bristol,  Monmbiftb,  Abergavenny, 
I*oiitypool,  Launceston,  Chepstow,  Gainsborough. 
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EXTRACT  from  the  APPENDIX  to  the  Thihd  Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  present  High  Price  of  Corn,  &c.  Reported 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Dudki/  Ryder,  9  and  23  December  1795. 


COPY  of  a  LETTER  from  Charles  Dtindas,  Esq.,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
appcnnted  to  inquire  into  the  High  Price  of  Com. 
Sir, 

As  many  of  the  Members  who  have  attended  the  Committee  appointed  to  inauire  into  th^ 
bi^h  price  of  com,  may  visit  their  constituents  during  the  Christmas  recess,  I  oeg  leave  ta 
caU  their  attention  to  a  subject  which  I  concave  does  most  materially  affect  the  sale  of 
wheat ;  and  to  propose  a  remedy  for  some  part  of  the  grievances  which  are  now  complained, 
of,  meaning  that  our  constituents  may  be  consulted,  during  the  adjournment  of  Parliament, 
on  the  practicability  of  adopting  weight  as  a  regulator  of  measure ;  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  only  just  criterion  of  the  quality  of  com. 

By  this,  jobbing  would  be  annihilated,  and  certainty  would  be  established  in  the  returns 
of  your  markets,  and  in  the  profits  of  the  miller,  mealman  and  baker.  At  this  instant, 
notwithstanding  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  Winchester  bushel  is  the  legal  standard^ 
yet  there  does  not  exist  a  certain  measure  in  the  kingdom.  The  bushel  kept  in  the  Ex- 
chequer is  less  than  eight  of  the  standard  gallons  there,  the  gallon  less  than  tour  standard 
quarts,  and  the  quart  is  more  than  two  standard  pints.  The  bushel  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
1601,  contains  2,124  cubical  inches;  the  gallon  of  the  same  date,  271  cubical  inches;  and 
the  pint,  dated  1602,  34  j|,  cubical  inches.  Therefore  the  inequalities  of  your  regulating 
standard  measures  are  as  follows : 

Cubical  Indies. 
13  Will.  3,  c.  6,  round,  18  J  inches ;  diameter,  8  inches  deep    -        -    2,150 
Tbe  standard  bushel  in  the  Exchequer     ......    2,124 

Ei^ht  of  the  standard  gallons         -        -        -        -        *        •        -2,168 

Thirty-two  of  the  standard  quarts  -...:...    2,240 
dSixty-four  of  the  standard  pints     .......    2,227 

But  this  inequality  of  your  standard  measures  is  not  the  grievance  of  which  I  particularly 
complain.  It  is  the  uncertain  practice  of  selling  com  in  the  country  markets  by  measures 
of  various  sizes ;  which  is  an  evident  fraud  on  tne  consumers  of  bread,  and  an  advantage 
to  none  but  the  jobbers  in  com ;  who,  from  practice,  are  as  well  acquainted  with  the  size  of 
every  farmer's  bushel  as  with  his  face.  As  the  measure  varies  almost  every  ten  miles,  the 
difference  is  a  ^reat  encouragement  to  com  dealers ;  and  the  public  are  deceived  by  seeing 
in  the  Gazette  the  account  of  the  prices  of  grain  in  different  counties,  which  cannot  be 
accurately  collected,  whilst  the  measures  so  locally  differ. 

In  markets  where  certainty  of  measures  is  not  strictly  attended  to,  all  averages  must  be 
false.  In  many,  where  the  nine-Gcallon  measure  is  customary,  I  have  known  measures  of 
ten  gallons  (and,  what  is  a  shameful  fraud  on  the  consumer,  gentlemen's  bushels  of  ten 
gallons  and  a  half)-  The  dealers  knowing  this  give  an  advanced  price  for  the  largest  mea^ 
sures  ;  consequently,  when  the  average  of  tl)e  market  is  stmck,  and  a  return  made  by  a 
reduction  of  the  customary  measure  of  the  market  to  Winchester  measure,  the  price  of  the 
measures  of  ten  gallons  bein^  ranked  as  nine  gallons,  they  raise  the  price  or  the  article 
considerably  above  the  value  it  sold  for.  In  other  markets,  where  no  average  is  taken,  the 
price  of  bread  is  generally  fixed  from  the  highest  sale  of  the  best  wheat  which  has  been  ia 
the  market ;  consequently,  the  price  of  flour  bearing  a  proportionate  value  to  the  wheat  of 
which  it  is  made,  and  that  being  put  at  an  higher  avera^  (owing  to  this  false  return),  it 
follows,  that  bread  is  sold  at  a  dearer  rate  than  it  would  be  if  the  sale  of  wheat  was  properly 
regulated. 

It  will  be  said,  Why  is  not  the  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  enforced  as  the  law  directs  ? 
This  has  been  attempted  durine  the  last  century  without  success ;  it  is  a  very  unpopular 
proceeding  to  bring  this  forward.  The  lower  orders  of  the  people  detest  it,  from  the  small- 
ness  of  its  contents ;  and  the  dealers  in  provisions  instigate  them  to  this,  it  being  their  inte- 
rest to  retain  every  uncertainty  in  weignts  and  measures ;  and  this  cannot  be  enforced  but 
by  informations,  which  do  not  suit  the  honest  character  of  the  people  of  this  country ;  but  if 
it  was  brought  into  general  use,  certainty  (which  is  one  object  of  this  letter)  could  not  be 
obtained ;  for  in  the  act  of  measuring,  no  two  men  fill  the  same  quantity  into  the  same 
bushel ;  and  the  manner  of  striking  the  measure  is  as  uncertain  as  that  of  filling  it.  Weight, 
regulated  by  the  35  Geo.  3,  which  gives  the  magistrates  a  power  of  preventbg  false 
weights,  would  remedy  this,  and  prove  the  difference  of  the  quality  of  good  and  bad  wheat, 
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which  is  supposed  to  be  nearly  one-third ;  this  difference  will  show  the  fallacy  of  the  oripal 
51  H.  3,  111116.  formation  of  the  bushel,  which  is  to  contain  495,040  grains  of  wheat,  •«  well  dried,and 
gathered  out  of  the  middle  of  the  ear;"  notwithstandine  there  is  perhaps  as  moch dllsr. ' 
ence  in  ears  of  wheat,  strising  from  soil,  climate,  and  culture,  as  there  is  in  the  unceitva 
measures  of  this  kingdom,  llie  system  of  weiglung  com  is  practised  in  many  parts  of  tli^ 
country :  it  is  authorizad  t#  be  done  by  the  3Ut  Geo.  3,  in  wbich  Act  the  respectm 
weights  of  all  erain  taken  by  the  bushel,  and  also  of  the  meal  of  the  different  gnioi, 
is  inserted ;  ana  as  most  corn-dealers  bu^  according  to  their  judgment  of  the  weight  of  th 
grain,  and  all  millers  weigh  their  com  on  its  being  d&ivered  at  the  mill,  the  regulatioQwiiicl 
I  propose  would  not  be  strange  to  them,  and  it  will  place  the  shopkeeper,  manaftctoreraiMl 
labourer  (who  purchase  wheat  for  their  owb  use)  on  a  fair,  footing  with  dealers.  Itwil 
reward  the  industrious  fiarmer,  by  giving  the  highest  |>tice  tp  the  oest  and  deaoeitoMi, 
while  it  ex]>ose8  the  kUe  and  slovenly  farmer,  by  reducing  his  price  to  the  pioportiQQite 
quality  of  his  unproductive  grain. 

Salt  was  originally  sold  by  measure,  it  is  now  sdd  by  weight  Q{6  lbs.  to  the  bashd);  tk 
Act  which  regdated  this,  in  one  instant  eoualized  all  tlie  salt  measures  in  the  kingdom:  tie 
same  effect' would  follow  a  similar  proceeding  in  the  sale  of  com,  by  which  theaaazeoa 
flour  might  be  justly  set,  and  the  rdatioa  between  ^ke  wtiolea  of  oora,  ftour  and  bnl 
clearly  ascertained  and  fkirly  regulated ;  and  ikm  magiatraies  iho^M  be  empowered  to  coo- 
trol  the  clerks  of  markets,  millers  and  bftkers,  so  as  to  prevent  fraud,  wnich  is  die  only 
object  of  any  regulation  which  I  wish  to  propoae:  but;  perlMqM^  if  the  qsantibtobe 
weighed  in  the  market  was  declared  to  be  not  less  than  a  bimid,  this  would  meetoeidM 
of  many  gentlemen  who  now  complain  of  the  difficulty  of  the  posr  beoomiag  the  podiin 
of  small  quantities  of  com,  and  are  desirous  of  l^^Mie  tbat  quantity  pitched  in  the  ndm 
as  a  sample.  And  also  as  the  weight  of  die  bvsbel  of  di£fefeBt  graia  is  fixed  by  thesi  Gn. 
3,  c.  30,  I  shaH  add  that  regulation  to  what  I  wished  to  submit  to  the  coasideratiBDof  tk 
Committee.    By  the  31  Geo.  3,  c.  30, 

A  bushel  of  Wheat,  weighing        -        -        -        -    57  lbs.  avoiidupois. 

%e 56  — 

Barley 49  — 

Beer  or  Bigg      -••--.    ^a  — 

Oats  --.---3«  — 

shall  be  respectively  deemed  equal  to  every  standard  Winchester  bushel. 

Wheat  meal 56 

Wheat  flour        -----  55 

Rye  meal  ------  63 

Barley  meal        .....  48 

Beer  or  Bigg  meal      -        -        -        -  41 

Oatmeal     -        .        -        -        -        -  as 

shall  be  deemed  equal  to  every  such  bushel  of  the  un^ronnd  grain  wliereof  it  is  niie;  d 
what  will  not  pass  through  a  141.  cloth  is  to  be  consioered  as  wheat  meaL  • 

If,  therefore,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  introduction  of  the  use  of  weightts 
regulate  and  ascertain  the  measures  <n  com*  is  likely  to  oroduce  certainty  in  the  ntom 
from  the  markets  of  com  in  this  kingdom,  and  bv  a  just  ana  clear  statement  of  the  relation 
between  the  prices  of  wheat  and  flour,  to  enaole  us  to  prevent  fraud,  and  tosupphlh 
inhabitants  of  the  country  with  bread  at  a  more  moderate  rate  than  it  has  lately  been  soil 
for,  allowing  a  fair  profit  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  manufacturing  of  these  articles, 
I  would  recommend  the  following  Resolutions,  or  such  as  would  enable  the  Commto^ 
act  with  certainty  in  setting  the  just  values  on  flour  and  bread. 

1.  That  returns  shall  be  made  of  the  00m  sold  from  every  market  town  in  Englaiid,statiaf 
the  quantity  and  the  weight  of  the  gnun  sold  in  such  markets. 

2.  That  in  striking  the  average  of  the  grain  so  sold,  it  shall  be  computed  from  the  «c^ 
of  such  grain  as  that  is  fixed  by  the  31  ueo.  3,  c.  30. 

3.  That  a  certain  quantity  of  the  grain  intaided  to  be  sold,  not  less  than  one  Wisdiesttf 
bushel,  shall  be  pitched  in  the  public  market,*  and  the  weight  <^  the  wheat,  or  otk  con, 
openlv  marked  on  such  sample.  . , 

4.  Iliat  the  weight  of  the  bushel,  and  the  quantity  of  tte  com  sold,  shall  be  delintelmta 
an  account  of  the  orice,  to  the  clerk  of  the  market,  for  the  purpose  of  making  hi*^*'"'^ 
and  also  to  prove  the  quality  of  the  com,  if  the  quantity  sold  should  prove  on  t^edenveiy  ^ 
be  of  an  inferior  quality  to  the  sample  produced  in  the  market. 

Millers. 

1 .  To  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  weight  of  all  com  delivered  at  Aeir  respectiicoills 
for  the  purpose  of  being  ground. 

2.  To  grind  all  separately,  Kf  aslin  excepted.  .e 

3.  To  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  produce  of  the  said  grain,  subiect  to  an  ^°'Pf°?Jj 
the  m^strates  of  the  county  or  district  where  the  mills  are  situated,  when  they  abaunw 
occasion  for  setting  an  assize  on  flour  or  bread.  . 

4.  Persons  who  have  had  com  made  into  flour  at  any  mill,  to  have  the  option  of  pap? 
the  miller's  toll  either  in  money  or  in  kind  (meal)  as  they  choose.  .  > 

5.  That  nothing  in  this  shall  affect  the  customs  of  Soke  Mills,  as  far  as  relates  to  tn» 
ancient  tenures;  but  that  the  magistrates  shall  have  a  power  of  examining  their booe 

above.  ^ 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OP  CORN.  ^  [3 

Whefi  I  propose  these  resolutions  to  the  Committee*  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  their 
attention  to  the  subject*  and  to  request  of  them  to  conyerse  with  their  uteliigent  neighbours 
in  the  country*  wm  are  either  farmmy  flour-dealers*  or  bakers.  I  have  receiTed  several 
letters  on  this  subject,  containing  opinions  of  persons  of  exnerience  and  practice.  They  all 
agree  in  tl^  justice  of  the  plan  I  propose :  some  dread  the  dislike  which  attends  every  tning 
that  is  new ;  but  almost  aU  allow  that  the  improvement  woald  be  of  considerable  benefit  to 
the  country.  I  am  particularly  satisfied  by  tne  decided  oniaions  (in  &vour  of  weight  being 
the  regulator  of  measure)  of  Mr.  Strutt*  of  Terlii^;  of  Mr.  Davies,  of  Longleat ;  and  Mr. 
Messater,  of  Wincanton  (in  th^  letters  tp  Mr.  Morton  Pitt)*  and  of  Mr.  BilUngsley*  of 
Ashurst  Grove,  in  Somersetshire ;  g^itlemen  who  are  so  fit  to  iiKlge*  from  their  ability*  expe- 
rience and  judgment  in  these  matters.  Mr.  Billingsley  is  desirous  that  the  weight  of  Uie 
grain  should  be  put  higher  than  it  is  directed  by  the  31st  of  Geo.  3.  I  have  subjoined  his 
letter  to  this,  that  the  weight  he  recommends  may  be  considered. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  should  the  Committee*  on  their  return  to  Parliament*  approve  of 
the  proposal  I  have  now  made*  and  it  is  thought  of  too  great  importance  to  be  contained  ixk 
a  part  of  the  Act  for  regulating  the  objects  which  now  enga^  the  attention  of  the  Com 
Committee*  I  will  (unless  some  gentleman  of  more  consideration  will  undertake  it)  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  uie  purposes  stated  in  this  letter*  "  to  use  weight  as  the 
regulator  of  measure  in  buying  and  selling  of  corn ;"  not  intending  to  carry  the  Bill  through 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  in  Uiis  Sessjpn*  but  that  it  should  be  printed  and  distributed  in 
the  country*  and  brought  forward  hereafter,  if  it  should  be  generally  approved. 
^  I  have  the  hoDour  to  be,  with  much  respect* 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Barton  Court*  near  Newbury,  Charles  Ihmdas, 

7  December  1795* 


COPY  of  a  LETTER  from  Mr.  BilUngsley  to  Charles  Dundas,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir* 
Should  Parliament  think  proper  to  alter  the  present  mode  of  selling  grain*  and  to  sub- 
stitute weight  instead  of  measure*  I  think  the  standard  should  be  fixed  rather  high  than 
low. 

Suppose  the  following: 

Wheat 631 

Barley        -        -        -        -        -      52  or  53  >per  Winchester  bushel. 
Oats  -        -        -        -        -      ^      38  or  40J 

It  is  not  only  my  own  opinion*  but  also  that  of  the  most  intetli^nt  farmers  and  corn- 
dealers  in  our  part  of  the  kingdom*  that  such  an  alteration  would  be  highly  conducive  to  the 
general  weal  or  the  kingdom. 

I  am*  dear  Sir,  your  most  humUe  servant, 

Ashurst  Grove*  6  Dec.  1795.  J«  Billingsley. 

10  December  1795. 
T.S, — Since  I  had  the  honour  of  submitting  the  above  letter  to  the  Committee*  I  have 
received  several  letters  from  gentlemen  of  experience  and  judgment  in  the  country,  on  the 
proposal  of  substituting  weight  as  the  regulator  of  measure  in  the  sales  of  com ;  all  of  whom 
(except  two  very  respectable  men)  approve  of  the  plan.  The  two  gentlemen  I  allude  to* 
say*  there  will  be  an  alteration  without  an  improvement;  their  reasons  have*  however* 
reUeved  my  doubts,  as  they  rest  their  opinions  on  two  grounds :  ^' 

1st.  That  weighing  will  occasion  trouble. 

2d.  That  it  is  already  practised  by  all  skilful  purchasers.    .  . 

In  answer  to  the  first.  When  a  load  of  wheat  is  delivered*  if  the  sacks  should  be  suspected 
to  be  small,  they  are  sooner  weighed  than  measured ;  and  if  the  com  is  not  as  clean  as  the 
sample  was*  the  weight  will  prove  this*  which  cannot  be  doni  by  measure. 

In  loading  and  unloading  of  ships*  after  having  ascertained  the  weight  of  a  box  or 
machine  to  mn  the  wheat  into*  the  weight  of  the  grain  would  be  much  sooner  proved  than 
the  Quantity  by  measure. 

2aly.  As  to  the  present  practice  of  weight  being  used*  I  am  well  acquainted  with  this 
circumstance*  and  it  is  a  very  obvious  reason  for  endeavouring  to  make  the  mode  general* 
as,  by  this  public  regulation,  fraud  would  be  prevented*  and  the  labourers  or  manufacturers 
purchasing  com  would  be  put  on  an  equality  with  the  most  artful  seller.  I  have  introduced 
the  pitching  of  a  bushel  in  the  public  markets*  to  meet  the  wishes  of  many  respectable 
Members  01  the  House  of  Commons*  in  consequence  of  applications  firom  their  constituents, 
who  have  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  wheat  to  purchase.  But.as  pitching  a  bushel 
may  be  attended  with  an  inconvenience  to  tne  farmer*  and  also  raise  the  price  of  that  small 
quantity  to  the  poor ;  and  as  compulsive  reflations  are  considered  by  many  as  unjust  and 
imppUtic*  in  the  sale  of  an  article  the  growtn  of  which  is  optional ;  I  beg  to  suggest  to^the 
Committee  the  propriety  of  empowering  the  magistrates  of  towns,  the  clen^s  of  the  markets* 
or  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  their  parishes*  to  open  or  authorize  shops  (under  the  regulation 
of  their  justices  of  the  peace)  to  supply  the  labourers,  manufacturers*  poor,  &c.  of  their 
parish  with  any  quantity*  from  one  peck  to  one  quarter  of  com,  at  the  market  price,  with 

0.36.  a  2        ^       •  such 


#  Digitized  by 


Google 


4]  ^  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM 

such  addition  as  would  be  necessary  to  pay  the  attendance  of  a  person  to  retail  it.  This 
increase  of.  price  would  be  very  inconsiderable,  and  would  be  much  less  than  the  value  of 
the  time  which  would  be  thrown  away  by  the  purchaser  waiting  in  the  market,  or  his  loss  by 
his  ignorance  of  the  qualitjr  of  the  commodity. 

What  I  have  said  respecting  miUers  appears  to  me  most  necessary  to  do  away  the  present 
opinioui  that  the  high  price  of  flour  is  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  millers  or  mealmen ;  but 
as  a  respectable  baronet  has  brought  forward  a  Bill  on  this  subject,  the  resolutions  contained 
in  my  letter  respecting  millers  may  be  rendered  unnecessary,  except  in  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  country  to  the  consideration  of  these  sul|ects,  which  I  hope  will  be  the  consequence 
of  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  by  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
high  price  of  com. 

A  table,  like  the  following,  nught  regulate  the  prices  of  a  market,  as  far  as  related  to  the 
quantity  and  weight : 
^  •  60  or  59  per  bushel    - 

58  -  67  -  ditto  -      -        - 

56  -  66  -  ditto  -      -        - 

64  -  63  -  ditto  ... 

6*  -  51   -  ditto  .      .        - 

50  -  49  -  ditto  ... 
Thus  1  /.  10  s.  per  load  difference  would  be  made  in'the  price,  where  28  lb.  per  sack  was  the 
difibrence  in  weignt,  which  would  be  five  half  hundreds  in  a  load  of  wheat,  wnich  is  the  exact 
weight  of  a  sack  of  flour,  and  which  the  best  wheat  would  .produce  more  than  the  lightest  I 
have  added  this  as  a  rule  to  settle  any  dispute,  in  case  the  wheat  delivered  under  a  particular 
sample  should  prove  lighter  than  the  bushel  or  sack  registered  with  the  clerk  of  the 
market. 

I  will  only  add^  that  from  every  conversation  which  1  have  had  with  farmers,  mealmen 
and  millers,  since  this  subject  has  been  brought  forward,  I  am  convinced  that  the  use  of 
weight,  as  the  regulator  of  measure,  will,  prevent  fraud  in  dealings  in  corn,  and  will  enable 
the  magistrates  or  others  to  regulate  the  price  of  bread  by  the  average  price  of  wheat  or  flour, 
instead  of  being  fixed  by  the  highest  price  of  wheat,  as  it  is  at  present. 
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EXTRACT  of  a  LETTER  from  Mr.  Davies  to  mUiam  Morion  Pitt,  Esq. 

Longleat,  aa  November  1795. 
Your  question,  '^  Whether  it  be  possible  or  proper  that  farmers  who  sell  their  com  by 
sample,  should  be  obliged  to  bring  the  whole,  or  a  certain  quantity  of  it,  to  market,"  involves 
so  many  objects  of  consideration,  that  I  must  beg  your  leave,  not  only  to  give  my  opinion, 
but  to  state  my  reasons  at  some  length.  The  subject  is  a  serious  one,  and  I  trust  you  will 
not  think  me  more  prolix  than  it  requires. 

The  difiiculties  in  reducing  this  plan  to  practice  seem  to  be  these : 

1st.  The  infrequency  of  market  towns  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  distance 
from  those  towns  to  the  places  were  corn  is  consumed. 

2d.  The  increased  expense  of  carrying  com  to  markets,  and  then,  in  many  instances, 
bringing  it  back  again,  to  be  consumed  near  the  spot  where  it  grew. 

30.  The  impolicy  (if  not  injustice)  of  restraining,  by  compulsive  means,  the  sale  of  an 
article,  which,  however  indispensable  in  itself,  has  as  fair  a  claim  as  uny  other  article  of 
trade  to  a  free  and  voluntary  mode  of  sale;  especially  an  article  of  which,  the  growth  is 
optional  on  the  part  of  the  seller.  . 

4th.  The  absolute  impossibility  of  securing  a  constant  uniform  supply  on  every  market- 
\]ay,  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  the  district  dependant  on  that  market,  till  the  next 
market-day. 

The  above  are  ray  doubts  a^  to  the  practicability  or  even  possibility  of  carrying  a  plan  of 
this  kind  into  effect.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  can  do  but  little  good,  and  may  do  a  great  deal 
of  harm ;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  supporting  that  opinion  by  the  following  reasons  : 

The  present,  and  indeed  every  scarcity  of  corn,  arises  chiefly  from  a  failure  of  crops. 

I'hat  failure  must  be  compensated  to  the  ^ower  (who  is  obliged  to  pay  the  same  rent  in 
all  seasons)  by  an  increased  price.  That  price  is  always  regulated  by  the  demand.  The 
great  desideratum  is  to  keep  the  demand  and  the  supply  as  nearly  regular  as  possible.  The 
proposal  now  made  to  the  Committee  has  that  end  for  its  object:  I  have,  with  all  deference, 
to  prove  that  it  is  inadequate. 

I  live  in  a  situation  most  likely  to  furnish  me  with  the  means  of  information ;  viz.  at  the 
junction  of  the  country  which  produces  com,  with  the  country  which  consumes  it,  within 
five  miles  of  the  grelit  corn  market  of  Warminster. 

From  Warminster,  for  near  fortv  miles  eastward,  through  Wilts  and  Hants,  is  a  country 
which  does  not  consume  one-fourth  part  of  the  corn  it  grows.  From  Warminster,  for  near 
forty  miles  westward,  through  a  great  part  of  Somersetshire,  and  including  Bath  and  Bristol, 
is  a  country  which  does  not  produce  one-fourth  part  of  the  corn  it  consumes. 

The  other  three-fourths  of  Uie  corn  consumed  in  the  latter  district  is  brought  chiefly  from 
the  former  (for  the  increased  population  of  the  north  has  deprived  Bristol  of  the  resource  it 
once  had  down  the  Severn.)    Warminster  and  Devizes  are  tne  principal  markets  by  which 
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this  quantity  is  supplied.  From  these  towns  to  Bristol  and  Bridgewater  there  is  not  a 
market  where  corn  is  exposed  for  sale  in  bulk.  But  would  it  be  politic  to  compel  the 
growers  of  this  one-fourth  part  of  the  consumption  of  Somersetshire  to  bring  it  to  War- 
minster or  Devizes,  or  to  Bridgewater  or  Bristol,  to  sell  it»  to  be  carried  back  arain  to  be 
consumed  at  the  manufacturing  towns  of  Frome  or  Shepton-Mallett,  possibly  wiUiin  a  few 
miles  of  the  place  of  its  growth,  at  an  advanced  price,  occasioned  by  this  useless  carriage?* 
I  may  be  asked.  Why  cannot  markets  be  held  at  these  towns  ?  I  answer,  the  establishments 
of  markets  are  not  the  work  of  a  day;  and  suppose  they  were  established,  still  that  would 
not  increase  the  quantity  of  com  grown  in  that  country.  The  dealers  must  still  ^o  eastward 
for  three-fourths  of  their  supply,  to  the  neglect  of  their  own  trifling  markets,  which  of 
course  would  sooacome  to  nothing  again. 

The  avowed  object  of  the  plan  before  the  Committee  is,  doubtless,  to  defeat  a  supposed 
combination  between  buyers  and  sellers  of  com  to  keep  up  its  price,  and  to  lay  the  markets 
open  to  a  fair  competition ;  and  a  very  laudable  object  it  is.  I  have  already  stated  my 
doubts  as  to  the  possibility  of  carrjring  this  plan  into  execution,  or  indeed  any  plan  that 
would  defeat  this  kind  of  combination ;  but  I  have  very  great  doubts  in  my  own  mind  as 
to  the  existence  of  this  combination  to  the  extent  we  frequently  hear  of,  and  still  greater  as  ' 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  injury  supposed  to  be  done  thereby  to  the  public.  I  am  sensible 
I  am  taking  the  unpopulffside  of  tne  argument.  I  think  you  agree  with  me  in  some  parts 
of  it  at  least ;  and  if  you  do  not,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  be  onendea  at  my  giving  my  opinion. 

That  a.  combination  should  exist  among  farmers  is  impossible ;  they  are  too  numerous, 
and  many  of  them  too  necessitous  ever  to  act  in  concert. 

Rich  farmers  may  undoubtedly  (and  this  year  they  have  done  it)  keep  their  wheat  from 
market.  In  times  of  scarcity,  like  the  last  months  of  June  and  July,  it  is  well  they  did ; 
we  should  otherwise  have  been  quite  starved  in  August.  The  shortness  of  the  supply  then 
produced  a  saving  in  the  consumption,  and  thereby  the  stock  in  hand  lasted  out.  Suppose 
we  had  had  a  wet  harvest !  In  that  case  the  new  corn  could  not  have  been  ground  without 
an  addition  of  old.  The  rich  farmers  who  had  wheat  left  would  then  have  been  useful  men. 
The  fact  speaks  for  itself. 

As  to  jobbers  of  com,  these  men  may  combine  together;  their  number  is  but  few,  com- 
paratiyely  speaking.  But  how  do  they  combine  ?  Not  to  raise  the  price  of  corn,  but  to 
sink  it.  Warminster  market,  though  a  sack  market,  and  not  a  sample  market^  is  in  a  great 
measure  governed  by  these  men ;  and  were  it  not  for  them,  Bath  and  Bristol  must  be  fed 
much  dearer  than  they  are  now.  If  these  men  cannot  get  corn  at  one  market  they  go  to 
another ;  and  if  there  is  not  enough  at  market  they  go  to  tlie  farm-houses^  But  when  they 
get  to  the  places  of  consumption,  there  the  combination  ends,  and  competition  begins.  Less 
pr^t  will  suffice  these  men  than  the  expense  that  would  be  incurred  by  ten  times  the  num- 
D^of  bakers  or  maltsters  coming  20  or  25  miles  to  market.  In  fact,  had  it  not  been  for 
2nen  of  this  description,  Bristol  would  have  starved  last  summer.  There  were  instances, 
more  than  once,  of  that  city  being  without  a  fortnight's  supply  of  corn.  These  men  knew 
it,  and  ransacked  the  country  for  more.  They  did  it  for  their  own  sakes,  and  thereby  served 
the  community. 

But  even  admitting  a  combination  between  farmers  and  jobbers  to  exist  in  any  particular 
country,  the  moment  «com  gets  above  the  price  at  whicn  it  would  bear  the  additional 
expense  of  carriage  10  miles  farther,  there  is  an  end  of  the  combination ;  and  if  it  was  pos- 
sible the  whole  kingdom  could  combine,  an  importation  from  any  country  where  it  could 
be  got  cheaper  would  instantly  knock  it  up.  In  fact,  these  yery  men,  though  dealing  at 
all  times  under  suspicions,  and  this  year  frequently  in  danger-  of  their  lives,  are  the  very 
hands  that  transfer  the  plenty  of  one  country  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  another;  and 
though  in  all  former  periods,  as  well  as  now,  they  have  in  times  of  dearth  been  pointed  at 
as  the  cause  of  it,  they  have  to  my  knowl^ge  this  year  more  than  once  saved  whole  towns 
from  famine.  In  fact,  times  of  scarcity  are  favourable  to  this  set  of  men.  They  are  then 
(against  their  will,  I  allow)  particularly  useful  to  all  countries  who  do  not  ^row  com  enough 
for  their  consumption.  In  times  of  plenty  they  cannot  exist  to  answer  their  own  purpose. 
In  those  times  they  are  not  wanted. 

But  the  great  evil  which  we  in  this  country  feel,  and  which  our  great  com  markets  rather 
encourage  man  prevent,  is  the  inequality  of  measures  by  which  corn,  and  particularly  wheat, 
is  sold.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  yarious  provincial  measures.  It  is  immaterial  to  a  country 
whether  eight,  nine,  or  twelve  gallons  are  sold  for  a  bushel,  provided  all  parties  understand 
what  the  measure  is. 

But  in  this  country,  in  all  villages  and  small  towns  where  there  is  no  assize  of  bread,  the 
baker  sells  his  bread  and  his  flour  at  his  own  price,  for  which  he  always  quotes  the  highest 
market  price  of  wheat;  a  few  farmers,  who  happen  to  have  extraordinary  good  wheat,  make 
a  point  qf  adding  two  or  three  quarts  to  the  measure.    This  sack  of  corn,  so  much  better 

and 

*  The  proposal  made  in  the  Committee,  of  obliging  farmers  to  bring  at  least  a  sack  of  corn  to  mar- 
ket as  a  sample,  or  even  a  bushel,  is  objectionable.  The  latter  quantity,  small  as  it  is,  cannot  be  brought 
10  miles  under  an  expense  of  2«.,  and  nobody  could  buy  it  at  that  additional  expense,  unless  they  also 
contracted  to  take  a  greater  quantity  with  it  to  cover  that  expense.  The  poor,  for  whom  it  is  intended, 
could  never  buy  it.  Besides,  in  all  manufacturing  countries,  the  poor  seldom  buy  wheat  at  market,  or 
would  if  they  could.  The  labourers  in  agriculture  in  the  villages  buy  it  of  the  farmers  for  whom  they 
work.  The  manufacturers  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  buy  bread  ready  baked.  Besides,  it  is  seldom 
reckoned  how  much  a  poor  man  loses  in  time  and  expenses  in  going  to  market  to  buy  com,  even  if  he 
•could  buy  it 
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and  bigger  than  the  average  of  the  market,  will  fiBquently  sell  for  one-fifth  more  tkaaioje. 
rior  samples  of  fair  measure  in  the  same  market.  This  high  price,  and  whkii  it  it  the 
interest  of  the  buyer  to  give,  forms  a  standard  of  price  of  bread  and  flour  for  the  eoNiiig 
week.  No  existing  laws  are  adequate  to  the  remeay  of  this  evil,  far  as  neither  buver  m 
seller  oomplain,  who  is  to  re-measore  this  com,  though  s<^  in  a puUic  market?  BttidM, 
there  is  so  much  art  in  measuring  com,  that  two  people  may  make  several  auarts  difierenoe 
in  a  sack,  and  yet  both  appear  to  measure  fair*  If  any  reasedv  can  be  applied  to  thiieTil, 
it  must  be  by  a  compulsion  to  sell  com  by  weight  This  is  done  by  choice  at  Manchester 
and  Liverpool ;  and  in  this  country  the  buyer  always  asks  the  weight,  diough  he  does  not 
buy  by  it.  In  fact,  weight  determines  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity.  If  wei^  mt 
adopted,  the  price  would  be  nearly  equal,  and  it  would  then  be  possible  to  fiamea  furanbe 
table,  which,  in  my  opinioo,  is  impossible  to  do  from  measure,  especially  in  such  ayevas 
this,  when  the  difference  in  the  price  of  good  and  bad  wheat  is  full  one-third. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  this  measure  was  tried  a  year  it  would  be  found  efficMaoos. 
It  would  do  one  thing  in  an  instant  which  the  Legislature  has  Mi  been  able  to  do  miceD- 
tury,  "  equalise  all  the  various  measures  of  the  kingdom." 


COPY  of  a  L£TT£R  from  Sir  Francis  Bai$ei,  Bart.,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com 

Committee. 

Sir,  Upper  Grosvenor-street,  Dec.  sa,  1795. 

Many  complaints  having  been  made  in  different  parts  of  England  of  the  hardships  suf- 
fered by  the  poor  from  the  present  mode  of  payment  for  grinding  cora,  and  also  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  redress  whenever  there  is  a  suspicion  that  frauds  are  practised  hiht 
millers ;  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  submit  to  the  Com  Conmiittee  a  plan  for  remedying 
these  supposed  grievances. 

I  wouia  propose,  in  the  first  place,  to  alter  the  present  custom  of  taking  toll,  into  a  oni- 
form  payment  in  money,  to  be  settled  by  the  justices,  with  respect  to  all  mills  where  rack 
alteration  would  not  interfere  with  peculiar  rights  established  by  the  courts  of  hw.  Ik- 
iher  propose  to  enable  those  persons  who  may  in  future  think  themselves  aggrieTedbjmi* 
lers,  to  obtain  redress  by  a  summary  proceedmg  before  two  justices  of  the  peace,  msmd 
bein^  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  so  expensive  and  so  tedious  a  process  as  an  indictDeot 
As  tne  law  stands  at  present,  the  proprietor  of  an  old  mill  may  take  his  accustomed  to); 
but  as  that  toll  is  known  only  to  himself  (for  it  is  rarely  avowed  to  his  customer),  this  om 
him  a  considerable  latitude,  and  is  a  constant  and  never-failing  source  of  jealoosjto  we 
who  employ  him.  I  have  just  said  that  the  customer  seldom  knows  what  he  pays;  bni& 
the  few  cases  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  where  the  miller  professes  to  take  1  find 
toll,  it  varies  from  three  to  six  pounds  per  Winchester  bushel,  besides  the  allowance  of  fios 
a  pound  to  a  pound  and  a  hair  for  wastage.  In  taking  toll,  the  miller,  by  uniform  cutMi, 
helps  himself  from  the  top,  which  consists  of  the  best  and  finest  flour.  It  appears,  to 
that  the  proprietor  of  an  old  mill  may  take  such  toll  as  is  justified  by  custom,  but  tlie 
owner  of  a  new  mill  may  take  what  toll  he  chooses,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Hdt 
in  the  case  of  the  King  and  Burdett  This,  probably,  is  the  only  existing  case  inwiiici 
a  tradesman  arbitrarily  fixes  the  price  of  his  own  labour,  witliout  acquainting  his  m^ 
what  his  terms  are. 

The  millers  of  course  profess  to  take  a  fair  price  for  their  labour,  and  could  not  Aewfe 
I  presume,  reasonably  object  to  a  regulation  obliging  them  to  receive  a  fixed  payiw|^^ 
money,  instead  of  an  arbitrary  and  uncertain  toll  in  grain ;  indeed,  if  they  are  coniinceo 
that  Uie  complaints  alleged  against  them  are  unfounded  (as  in  many  cases  tb^  probiUj 
are),  they  would  rather  rejoice  to  see  a  mode  of  payment  adopted,  by  which  all  jcdooa* 
will  be  avoided  in  future,  and  by  which  they  would  receive  an  adequate  compensation  6f 
the  labour  performed,  and  the  capital  employed.  The  toll,  as  now  taken,  is  orttii^ 
extremely  oppressive  to  the  poor,  who  pay  the  most  when  they  can  the  least  afiordit;  and 
if  frauds  are  ever  practised  by  millers,  they  are  most  likely  to  take  place  when  there  is  tw 
greatest  temptation,  that  is,  when  corn  bears  a  high  price.  ^, 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  say  much  respecting  the  preference  which  a  summarf  proceed- 
ing must  have  over  an  indictment.  An  indictment  is  attended  with  a  great  c^r^in^^f^ 
with  considerable  delay,  is  liable  to  much  evasion  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  issne.  ^ 
expense  of  an  indictment,  if  traversed,  amounts  to  at  least  7  /. ;  this  ciixjumstance  alone  toaW 
make  it  impossible  for  a  poor  man  to  have  recourse  to  it,  and  ■  indeed  would  rendtf  it  ifflP"" 
dent  even  tor  a  wealthy  person,  as  in  most  cases  he  would  find  the  remedy  worse  than  tw 
disease.  .But  the  delay  is  another  main  objection  to  proceeding  by  indictment,  ktv^ 
.  versed  it  cannot  be  tried  till  the  sessions  after  it  is  laid.  But  after  all,  if  neither  expcnsenof 
delay  are  considered  as  sufficient  objections,  it  must  be  observed,  that  when  ^^^  ^ 
brought  to  issue,  though  the  complainant  may  povc  that  the  miller  has  taken  exorbitant 
toll,  the  indictment  must  fall  to  the  ground,  provided  it  appears  either  that  the  predecessor 
of  the  miller  have  taken  the  same  toll,  or  that  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  new  mill.  .. 

The  measure  1  have  in  view  contains  some  other  regidations,  but  they  are  chiefly  *rr^ 
nate,  and  connected  with  the  two  objects  which  I  have  stated.  If  the  plan  I  propose  shoaw 
be  adopted,  I  think  few  disputes  could  hereafter  arise  between  millers  and  those  who  emw 
them,  as  the  chief  subjects  of  their  usual  differences,  namely,  the  exorbitancy  and  *»"**^ 
of  the  toll,  would  no  longer  remain.     But  if,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  there  shouW  w»». 
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complaints  in  future^  they  would  be  settled  at  a  small  expense^  and  without  any  delay,  before 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  probably  well  known  to  both  the  contending  parties.  I  propose 
that  the  decision  of  the  justices  should  be  final,  for  the  ])urpose  of  avoidiug  expense  antl 
delay ;  but  if  this  power  is  thought  too  great  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  these  magistrates, 
an  appeal  may  be  allowed  to  the  quarter  sessions. 

I  beg  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of  your  time  on  this  subject,  which  really  appears  to 
me  important,  and  therefore  to  deserve  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Com  Conynittee. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Fraads  Bai$et. 


—  No.  2.  — 

FIFTH  REPORT  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  present  High  Price  of  Corn,  &c. 
Reported  by  the  Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  18  March  1796. 

THE  Select  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  present  High  Price  of 
Corn,  and  to  collect  Evidence  relative  thereto,  and  to  report  the  same^  with  their  Opinion 
thereupon,  from  time  to  time  to  The  House  ^Have  further  considered  the  matter  to  them 
referred^  and  have  come  to  the  following  Resdutioiis : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  buying  and  selline  of  Com 
by^ weight,  or  by  measure  regulated  by  weight,  is  more  certain,  and  less  liable  to  deceptiou 
than  by  measure  alone. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  notwithstanding  the  bnsbd, 
commonly  called  *^  The  Winchester  Bushel/'  is  the  only  measure  of  that  description  autho- 
rized by  law,  there  are  various  customary  measures  used  in  different  parts  of  this  kingdom, 
to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  buyers  and  sellers  of  Com. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  adoption  of  weight,  or 
measure  regulated  by  weight,  iu  the  sale  of  Corn,  instead  of  measure  alone,  will  tend  to 
remedy  these  inconveniences,  and  to  equalise  all  descriptions  of  the  qnantities*  of  Corn 
•bought  or  sold  in  this  kingdom.  # 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  tbf  standard  of  weight  ought 
to  be  the  avoirdupois  pound,  iia  of  which  pounds  shall  be  considered  as  the  cwu,  and 
-20  cwt.  one  ton  standing  weight,  with  an  even  beam  or  balance. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  following  weiffhts,  avoir- 
dupois, of  the  respective  sorts  of  grain,  shall  be  deemed  equal  to  a  standard  Winchester 
bushel;  tiz.  wheat,  60  lbs. ;  rye,56n>«.;  barley,  50  lbs. ;  beer  or  bigg,  44  lbs.;  oats,  40  lbs.; 
beans,  60  lbs. ;  P^eas,  60  lbs. 

6u  Resolvedt  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  all  contracts,  bargains,  sales 
and  dealings  in  Corn,  ought  to  be  taken  and  adjudged  to  be  according  to  the  standards 
aforesaid ;  and  that  no  person  should  recover  the  price  of  Corn  sold,  or  the  Corn  itself,  or 
an^  damMes  on  account  of  any 'con  tracts,  bargains,  sales  or  dealings,  but  according  to  the 
weight  of  the  avoirdupois  pound,  or  of  measure  regulated  by  that  weight;  and  that  all 
<:oDtracts,  bargains,  sales  or  dealing,  made  otherwise,  should  be  void. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  giving  and  receiving,  as 
an  allowance  or  addition  to  the  weight,  a  quantity  of  Corn  above  what  is  really  and  bond 
fide  agreed  for,  .by  which  a  higher  price  is  paid  to  the  seller  than  the  nominal  weight  or 
quantity  is  worth,  tends  to  raise  the  return  of  the  average  price  of  Corn,  and  is  thereby 
injurious  to  the  consumers  of  bread. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  any  person  demanding  or 
.taking  any  addition  or  allowance  of  Corn  to  the  pound,  hundred  or  ton,  or  other  weight, 
or  to  the  respective  weights  of  the  bushel,  as  before  mentioned,  shotdd  be  made  liable  to  a 
penalty. 

9.  Kesohed,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  bv  several  ancient  Acts  it  is  directed, 
that  market  towns  should  have  a  common  balance,  and  standard  weights  and  measmes; 
and  that  by  an  Act,  made  in  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Maiesty^  the  use  of 
defective  weights,  and* false  and  unequal  balances,  has  been  prohibited,  and  the  justices  are 
empowered  to  purchase  standard  weights  out  of  the  county  rates. 

ID.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  chief  magistrate  of  every 
<;ity  or  market  town,  or  the  justices  in  their  sessions,  should  be  directed  and  required  to 
cause  to  be  erected,  in  a  convenient  place  within  the  corn-market  of  such  city  or  market 
town,  or  in  other  places  where  Corn  is  sold,  sufficient  beams  or  balances,  with  proper  scales 
thereunto  affixed,  with  a  competent  set  of  iron  weights ;  and  that  the  expense  thereof  shall 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  county  rate,  as  is  directed  by  the  Act  of  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  present  Majesty,  unless  the  city  or  town  does  not  contribute  to  the  rate  of  the  county 
in  woicb  it  is  situated. 

1 1 .  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  where  weights  are  provided 
for  the  above  purposes,  they  shall  be  made  of  cast-iron,  with  the  contents  thereof  marked 
on  each  particular  weight ;  and  that  four  weights  of  56  lbs.  each,  and  one  of  each  of  the 
weights  of  28  lbs.,  14  lbs.,  7  lbs.,  4  lbs.,  2  lbs.  and  1  lb.  avoirdupois,  by  compounding  of 
which  a  sack  of  Corn,  or  any  smaller  quantity,  can  be  weighed,  shall  be  considered  as 
competent. 
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—  No.  2.— 

EXTRACT  from  Returns  from  Corn  Inspectors, of  the  Customs  or  Practices  of  seliiog 
Corn  in  their  Districts : — Pari.  Paper,  No.  105^  Ordered  to  be  printed  10  March  1834. 


A  RETURN  from  each  of  the  Inspectors  of  Corn  Returns  of  all  the  different 
Customs  or  Practices  of  selling  Corn  and  other  Grain  in  the  District  under  his 
Superintendence;  whether  by  the  Last,  the  Load,  the  Bushel,  the  Quarter,  the  Coomb, 
the  Boll,  the  Barrel,  the  Sack,  the  Pound,  or  any  other  Denomination  of  Weight  or 
Measure;  and,  in<he  latter  case,  the  usual  Weight  per  every  given  Measure;  distin- 
guishing in  all  cases  whether  the  same  be  sold  Net  or  otherwise. 


Lo^ON. 

At  Mark-lane  all  corn,  grain  and  seed  is  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter  of  eight  Imperial 
bushels. 

As  the  London  market  is  supplied  at  different  times  from  almost  if  not  all  the  maritime 
districts,  I  presume  the  information  required  respecting  those  districts,  you  will  receive  from 
the  local  inspectors. 

31  October  1833.  George  Levick. 


UXBRIDGE. 

Therr  are  but  two  customs  of  selling  corn  or  grain  in  this  district.  All  wheat  is  sold  by 
the  load,  of  40  Impeiial  bushels;  barley,  oats,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  sold  by  the  quarter 
of  eight  Imperial  bushels.^  Ho  com  or  grain  is  sold  in  this  district  by  weight.  The  quau- 
tUjes  returned  to  me  are  the  net,  and  the  net  price,  the  same  as  it  is  sold. 

35  August  1833.  C.  Murrajf. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  gain,  the  average  weight,  per  bushel,  in  this  district  for 
the  last  1 1  years,  has  been  61 J  lbs.  I  could  not,  with  any  certainty,  send  the  weight  for  a 
J  anger  period. 

29  August  1833.  Charles  Murray. 

Hertford. 

The  custom  of  selling  cofn  in  our  Inarket  is  as  follows: 

Wheat,  rye,  beans,  peas,  per  the  load  of  five  bushels  to  the  load,  the  standard  Imperial 
measure;  barley,  oats,  per  the  quarter.  Imperial  measure. 
25  August  1833.  John  Ramsey. 

ROYSTON. 

Wheat,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  sold  in  this  market  by  the  load  of  fivQ  bushels.  Imperial 
measure,  or  as  the  farmers  ironically  call  it,  the  tub^  in  allusion  to  the  Imperial  bushel, 
Hhich  is  much  detested  in  this  neighbourhood,  although  submitted  to;  and  barley  and  oats 
by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels.  Imperial  measure. 

27  August  1833.  ^        Josias  Joknson. 


Guildford. 
All  kind  of  grain  disposed  of  in  our  market  is  sold  by  the  load. 
27  August  1833.  W.  Richardson. 


Chelmsford. 


EvERY'species  of  grain  sold  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market,  is  sold  either  by 
it^e  quarter  or  by  the  load;  the  quarter  consisting  of  eight  Imperial  bushels,  standard 
measure  of  eight  gallons  ;  and  the  load  consisting  of  five  quarters  or  40  bushels,  'Imperial- 
measure,  as  the  parties  agree. 

a6  August  1833.  James  Goulding. 
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Colchester. 

It  is  tbe  custom  in  this  market  to  sell  wheat  by  the  load  of  five  quarters,  containing 
40  Imperial  busliels.  All  other  grain  that  comes  under  the  Corn  Act  is  sold  by  the  quarter 
of  eight  Imperial  bushels.    This  is  the  invariable  custom. 

27  August  1833.  fV.  P.  Harrington. 

Romford. 

The  general  custom  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  our  market  is  by  the  quarter  of 
eight  bushels^  with  an  occasional  variation  by  the  load  of  40  bushels,  and  never  by  any 
denomination  of  weight. 

27  August  1833.  Edward  Tolbutt. 

Maidstone. 

The  practice  in  this  district  is  to  sell  all  corn  and  other  grain  by  the  quarter  of  eight 
bushels. 

27  August  1833.  Clem.  T.  Smyihe. 

Canterbury. 
It  is  the  rule  of  this  market  to  sell  corn  by  the  quarter.  Imperial  measure,  of  eight 
bushels,  the  weight  of  which  varies  according  to  the  goodness  or  badnesis  of  iu  quality. 

27  August  1833.  George  Kingsford. 

Dartford. 
All  corn  sold  at  this  market,  and  in  this  district,  is  sold  at  per  quarter* 

28  August  1833.  W.  Brand. 

Chichester. 

Almost  every  parcel  of  com  or  other  grain  brought  to  this  market  by  the  grower  is  sold 
by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  Winchester  measure.  Tlie  merchants  and  millers  tried, 
aSout  three  years  since,  to  induce  the  growers  to  make  it  Imperial,  but  did  not  succeed,  and 
ID  almost  all  the  dealings  now  between  the  merchants  themselves  the  Imperial  measure  is 
used. 

27  August  1833.  Robert  WilU. 

Lewes. 

The  custom  and  practice  is  to  sell  by  ttie  load  or  by  the  quarter,  according  to  the  weight 
of  the  corn,  which  regulates  the  price  generally. 

In  case  the  com,  when  sent  in  to  the  purchaser,  does  not  weigh  so  much  as  was  stated 
by  the  seller,  a  diminution  in  the  price  agreed  upon  is  made;  and  when  the  corn  exceeds 
the  weight  stated,  the  price  is  advanced. 

Beans  and  peas  are  regulated  iu  prices  by  the  fineness  or  quality  of  the  samples. 

27  Augnst  1833.  John  Barlleit. 

Rye. 

The  custom  of  buying  and  selling  all  corn  and  other  erain  at  this  market,  whether  whole- 
sale or  retail,  is  by  the  standard  Imperial  measure  of  eight  gallons  to  the  bushel. 

26  August  1833.  John  Batcheler. 

Bedford. 

The  usual  mode  of  selling  corn  in  our  district  or  market  is  by  the  load,  containing  five 
bushels  Imperial  measure,  for  wheats,  beans,  rye  and  peas ;  and  for  barleys  and  oats  by  the 
quarter  of  eight  bushels  of  Imperial  measure. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  a  few  parcels  of  wheat  are  sold  by  weight,  but  not  very  com- 
mon with  us. 

I  believe  the  weight  of  the  bushel  of  Imperial  measure  will,  this  year,  weigh  from  62  lbs. 
to  64  lbs.  the  bushel. 

27  August  1833.  William  Swepson. 

Windsor     [No  Return.] 


•   •  Reading. 

The  invariable  practice  of  selling  corn  or  other  grain  in  this  market  and  district  is  by  the 
^  quarter,  net. 

2  7  A  ugu  8 1 1 833.  Edward  Bradley. 
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Aylesbubt. 

Thx  pnctice  of  telliog  coro  and  other  graia  iq  the  district  which  Mpplies  Aylesbart 
market,  is  by  the  quarter,  without  any  reference  to  waght,  aod  iu  all  cases  the  same  it  sold 
net. 

31  August  1833.  T^.  GUadaiL 

OxvoftD. 

All  com  and  other  grain  in  this  district  is  sold  by  the  Winchester  measure  of  eigbt  gal- 
lons, except  foreign  wheat,  Irish  and  Scotch  oats,  brought  here  from  different  parts  of  ^ 
kingdom,  which  are  generally  sold  by  Imperial  measure. 

The  following  are  the  weights  of  the  different  sorts  of  com  and  grain  according  to  the 
quality;  viz. 

-    -    from     11       ---to--ia       8 

Per  sack  of  four  basheb 
Winchester    measoie^ 


8o0n.  Lbt.                                  Soil*.  IM 

Wheat    ...    -    from     11      ---to--ia  8 

BarJey     *    -    -    -    from      9      ---to    --11  - 
Oats  -----    from      7     10    -    -    to    -    -      8 


Beans      -    -    -    -    from     12      -.-to--     13      -|       net  weight. 
Peas   -----    from     12      5    -    -    to    -    -     12     10 


Rye   -    -    -    -         from      9    19    -    -    to    -    -    10 


;i 


JohaCmtOL 


HuNTiNaooif. 


It  is  the  custom  in  this  market  to  sell  wheat  by  the  load  of  five  bushels,  and  barley,  Mts, 
beans  and  peas  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels. ' 

At  St.  Ives,  which  is  only  six  miles  from  this  place,  and  where  there  is  a  very  large 
market,  chiefly  owine  to  the  occupiers  of  fen  lands  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cam- 
bridge disposing  of  their  produce  at  the  last-mentioned  place,  the  wheat  is  sold  by  the  lotd 
of  five  bushels,  oats  by  the  last  of  io|  quarters,  barley,  beans  and  peas  by  the  quarter  of 
eight  bushels.  The  seller  sometimes  enjg^ages  tfiat  the  article  shall  be  a  given  weight,  bit 
such  a  mode  is  by  no  means  customary  m  Uiis  neighbourhood. 

3  September  1833.  •  Jamet  Balfamr. 

Cambkidgb. 

Thb  manner  of  buying  and  selling  corn  and  other  grain  throughout  the  county  of  Ca»- 
bridge,  from  the  various  parts  of  which  this  market  is  chiefly  supplied,  b  as  follows : 

Wheat,  per  quarter,  load,  and  busiiel. 

Rye,  per  quarter^  load^  and  bushel. 

Barley,  per  quarter,  coomb,  and  bushel. 

Oats,  per  last,  quarter,  coomb,  and  bushel. 

Beans,  peas,  and  all  other  grain,  per  quarter  and  busheL 
A  last  of  oats  in  this  market  contains  21  coombs. 

26  August  1833.  Rickard  Rowe. 


Isle  of  Ely. 

Whbat,  barlev,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  sold  in  my  district  by  the  quarter,  coombs 
and  bushels,  viz.  four  bushels  to  the  coomb,  and  two  coombs  to  the  quarter,  net  ImperiaJ 
measure.  Oats  are  sold  by  the  last,  quarters,  coombs  and  bushels,  viz.  21  coombs  to  tiie 
last,  four  bushels  to  the  coomb,  and  two  coombs  to  the  quarter,  net  Imperial  measure. 

2  7  August  1 833.  Henry  PigUL 

Wisbech. 

Thb  custom  of  selling  corn  brought  to  this  market  is  as  follows:  wheat  is  hivariabiy  sold 
by  the  quarter,  oats  by  the  last,  and  all  other  corn  or  grain  by  the  quarter ;  tliere  b  no  osual 
weight  at  ail,  as  that  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  corn ;  in  all  cases  it  is  soM  net. 

26  August  1833.  B.  Cater. 

Ipswich. 

The  uniform  custom  of  the  farmers  in  this  market  is  to  sell  all  corn  and  other  grain  1>y  the 
coooib  of  four  Imperial  bushels,  without  any  regard  to  weight,  the  buyer  judging  for  hiift- 
self;  but  the  merchants,  in  their  sales  of  large  quantities,  generally  sell  by  the  quarter  of 
eight  Imperial  bushels ;  we  know  of  no  other  measure  in  this  place. 

27  August  1833-  G.  ZboJgr. 
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WOODBBIOGE. 

No  com  is  sold  in  this  market  by  weight,  but  by  tbe  coomb,  cooaisting  of  four  bugbels 
Imperial  meatare.  The  weight  varies  contklerabfy,  being  influenced  by  the  seaaona  and 
qoalUy  of  tbe  grain* 

s8  Angmt  18^.  W.  WUneopp. 

Sudbury. 

Whkat  is  sold  by  tbe  load,  the  quarter,  and  the  coomb;  barley  by  tbe  quarter  and  the 
coomb ;  and  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the  coomb  generall^^  but  sometimes  oy  the  quarter, 
and  they  are  all  sold  net.  We  have  no  article  sold  by  weight,  except  clover  seed,  which  is 
nominally  sold  by  the  bushel ;  but  each  bushel  is  ddiverea  in  at  the  weight  of  70  lbs. 

27  August  1833.  J.  C.  Gooday. 

Hadleioh. 

The  invariable  custom  here,  is  to  purchase  it  by  the  coomb,  and  not  according  to  the 
weight  of  any  grain  here  brought. 

vj  August  1833.  Henry  Hardacre. 

Stowmabket. 
Corn  and  erain  are  invariably  sold  by  the  coomb  of  four  Imperial  bnsbels,  or  by  the 
quarter  of  eight  Imperial  bushels.     I  have  never  heard  of  any  other  mode,  nor  of  its  being 
sold  by  weight. 

26  August  1833.  J.  H.  Geoart. 


BuEY  St.  Edmunds. 


CoBN  sold  in  Bury  market  to  the  merchants,  millers  and  maltsters^  is  by  tbe  coomb  of 
four  bushels  Imperial  measure.  It  is  supposed  that  wheat  will  weigh  from  58  Ibs^  to  64  lbs* 
the  Imperial  bushel ;  barley  by  the  same  measure,  from  48  lbs.  to  52  lbs. ;  oats. by  the  same 
measure,  from  281bs.  to  42  lbs.;  rye  by  the  same  measure,  from  56  lbs.  to  50  lbs. ;  beans  by 
the  same  measure,  about  63 lbs.;  peas  by  tbe  same  measure,  63  lbs.  or  64lbs.  No  dealer 
takes  corn  from  tbe  fanner  only  by  the  coomb  in  this  market. 

26  August  1833.  Jokn  Lawrettee. 

c 

Bbcclbs. — [No  Return.] 


Bungay. 

Thb  custom  of  this  market  is  to  sell  all  denominations  of  erain  and  pulse  by  the  quarter 
and  coomb,  and  that  the  average  weight  of  a  coomb  of  each  description  is  abont  as  follows : 
wheat,  17  to  18  stone;  barley,  14  to  1$  stone;  oats,  10  to  12  stone;  beans,  18  to  19  stone; 
peas,  18  to  19  stone ;  and  there  is  no  rye  sold  at  this  market. 

26  August  1833.  B.Baker. 

LOWBSTOFT. 

Thb  only  custom  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies  Lowestoft 
market,  is  by  the  coomb,  (four  bnsbels  Imperial  measure.) 

26  August  1833.  Simon  Norman. 

NOBWICH. 

CoBN  and  grain  are  sold  here  by  the  coomb  of  four  Imperial  bushels,  without  any 
reference  as  to  weight,  and  the  same  are  sold  net. 

26  August  1833.  Thomas  S.  Day. 

Yabmouth. 

The  prevailing  and  usual  custom  of  selling  corn  in  Yarmouth  market  and  its  district,  is 
by  tbe  coomb  or  quarter.  Imperial  measure;  some  farmers  bargain  for  them  to  weigh  so 
much  per  coomb ;  in  that  case  the  farmers  are  obliged  to  make  up  tbe  deficiency,  if  any. 

27  August  1833.  •''•  Bracey. 

•  _ 

Lynn. 
The  corn  in  this  part  of  Norfolk  which  is  sold  in  Lynn  market,  is  invariably  purchased 
by  the  coomb  or  quarter. 

The  grain  brought  down  the  rivers  is  boueht  in  the  same  manner^  no  other  mode  of  pur- 
chase used,  and  in  almost  all  cases  one  montn's  credit  is  given,  or  discount  for  cash. 
26  August  1 833.  -A.  Hotditch. 
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Thetford. 

I  AM  not  aware,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  market,  of  any  other  method  of  selling 
corn  than  by  the  coomb  and  the  quarter.  The  returns  are  made  to  me  invariably  by  tl^ 
quarter  and  the  coomb  for  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  beans  and  peas ;  seeds  of  various  de- 
scriptions are  sold  by  the  bushel  or  the  pound ;  flour  is  sold  by  the  sack  of  20  stone,  of 
14  lbs.  to  the  stone. 

26  August  1833.  George  Greets. 

Watton. 

The  corn  in  the  district  which  supplies  the  market  at  Watton,  is  always  sold  by  die 
coomb,  containing  four  bushels  Imperial  measure  net,  but  never  by  weight. 

SwaflFham,  2  September  1833.  W.  Pott  Pillans. 

Diss. 

The  only  custom  of  selling  com,  or  other  grain,  in  this  district,  is  by  the  coomb,  coa- 
taining  four  Imperial  bushels,  the  weight  of  which  varies,  according  to  quality. 

The  following  is  the  averaTC  weight  per  coomb,  of  the  different  sorts  of  grain,  of  last  year's 
growth,  as  bought  by  one  of  our  principal  merchants : 

Wheat,  17  stone  7  lbs. ;  barley,  13  stone  7  lbs. ;  oats,  9  stone  7  lbs ;  beans,  17  stone  7  lbs. ; 
peas,  17  stone,  14  lbs.  to  the  stone. 

26  August  1833.  Thomas  Colnum. 

East  Dbreham. 

It  is  the  invariable  custom  to  sell  com  and  other  grain,  in  the  district  which  supplies 
this  market,  by  the  coomb  of  four  bushels,  by  the  standard  Imperial  measure,  without  any 
reference  to  weight  whatever. 

27  August  1833.  George  Cooper. 

Harlbston. 

We  have  nothing  but  corn  sold  in  our  market,  which  is  shown  in  samples,  and  sold  either 
by  the  coomb  or  quarter. 

27  August  1833.  C.  SewelL 


Holt. 

The  custom  or  practice  of  selling  corn  or  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies  oar 
marker,  is  by  the  coomb,  which  contains  four  bushels  standard  Imperial  measure,  of  eight 
gallons  to  the  bushel. 

28  August  1833.  Richard  Funnell. 


Aylsham. 
The  custom  of  our  market  is  to.  purchase  the  corn  by  the  coomb  and  not  by  weight. 
27  August  1833.  George  Cook. 

Fakenham. 

The  only  measures  by  whiph  corn  is  bought  in  this  district,  are  the  coomb,  of  four  Impe- 
rial bushels,  and  the  quarter,  of  eight  Imperial  bushels.  No  corn  bought  by  weight  or  any 
other  measure. 

27  August  1833.  John  EUiotL 


North  Walsham. 


The  returns  made  to  me  by  the  corn  buyers  are,  some  by  the  quarter,  some  by  the  coomb ; 
but  by  the  best  information  I  can  obtain^  it  seems  that  the  practice  of  this  neighbourhood 
is,  to  buy  and  sell  corn  and  grain  by  the  last,  when  the  quantity  amounts  to  so  much.,  and  if 
below  that  quantity,  then  by  so  many  coombs ;  the  same  beine  in  all  cases  sold  net,  and 
without  any  regard  to  weight,  except  as  a  criterion  of  value  in  the  judgment  of  the  buyer. 

30  August  1833.  J^W^  Millard. 


Lincoln. 

Corn  and  other  grain  is  invariably  sold  in  this  district  by  sample,  at  so  much  per  quarter, 
net;  the  seller  usually  undertaking  to  deliver  the  same  a  certain  weight,  as  may  be  agreed 
on  between  the  parties. 

27  August  1833.  Richard  Clarke. 
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Gainsborough. 

The  general  mode  of  buying  wheat  in  our  market  is  by  the  quarter,  of  63  lbs.  per  bushel ; 
barley,  oats,  rye,  beans  and  peas,  are  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter  in  general,  but  occasionally 
by  weight. 

29  August  1833.  Christopher  Mogers. 


Glanford  Bridge. 


The  cDstom  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  this  market  is  by  the  quarter.  Inferior 
descriptions  of  wheat  is  generally  made  to  weigh  36  stone  per  quarter,  net ;  but  the  average 
weight  in  this  neighbournood  will  not  exceed  35  stone  per  quarter.  Barley  in  some  instances, 
where  the  quality  is  inferior,  is  made  to  weigh  30  stone  per  quafter,  net,  when  the  average 
weight  will  not  be  more  than  29  stone  per  quarter.  Oats,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  seldom 
or  ever  sold  by  weight. 

26  August  1833.  G.  fV.  Bradley. 


Louth. 
It  is  the  universal  custom  here  to  sell  corn  by  the  quarter  and  bushel.  Imperial  measure. 
27  August  1833.  WiUiam  Ackril. 


Boston. 

In  the  Boston  district,  oats  are  almost  invariable  sold  by  the  last,  each  last  containing 
91  coombs  or  sacks,  and  each  coomb  or  sack  containing  four  Imperial  bushels.  I  mention 
this  rather  particularly,  as,  if  I  mistcJce  not,  the  last  varies  in  different  towns ;  here  it  will 
be  perceived  it  is  21  coombs,  or  10  }  quarters,  whilst  in  some  places,  I  believe,  it  is  only 
20  coombs  or  10  Quarters. 

Wheat,  beans,  barley,  rye  and  peas,  are  always  sold  by  the  quarter.  It  is,  however, 
usually  stipulated  at  the  time  of  sale,  that  the  last  or  quarter  shall  be  of  a  certain  weight; 
this,  perhaps,  will  be  the  better  understood  if  I  give  an  example;  on  Saturday  last  a  farmer 
offered  to  a  merchant,  in  my  presence,  a  lot  of  new  wheat  at  565.  per  quarter,  at  the  same 
time  guaranteeing  that  its  net  weight  was  18  st.  4  lbs.  (41b.  being  allowed  for  the  sack). 
The  merchant  closed  with  him  for  545.  6d.,  pay  or  be  paid;  that  is,  the  farmer  was  to 
make  a  proportionate  allowance  to  the  merchant  in  case  the  net  weight  on  delivery  should 
prove  to  be  under  i8st.  4  lbs.,  and  the  farmer  was  to  have  a  proportionate  allowance  from 
the  merchant,  in  case  the  net  weight  on  delivery  should  be  found  to  exceed  18  st.  4  lbs. 

On  this  principle  the  trade  in  oats,  wheat,  beans,  barley^  rye  and  peas  is  almost  invariably 
conducted  in  Boston  and  neighbourhood. 

26  August  1833.  J.  C.  Amall. 

Sleaford. 

The  custom  of  selling  corn  in  this  market  is  bjr  the  quarter.    The  purchaser  almost  in 
variably  inquires  the  weight  per  sack,  net,  and  if  it  be  less  than  18  stone,  the  seller  is 
required  to  make  up  that  weight.     No  corn  is  pitched  in  the  market,  the  whole  is  sold  by 
sample. 

30  August  1833.  Robert  Hanneld. 


Stamford. 

All  descriptions  of  com  are  sold  in  this  town  by  the  quarter,  of  eight  Imperial  bushels, 
but  at  the  same  time  most  bargains  are  made,  that  a  sack  of  four  bushels  shall  weigh  a 
given  net  weight,  which  governs  the  price  of  the  article  sold,  together  with  the  condition 
and  colour  of  the  corn.  In  weighing,  four  pounds  is  in  all  cases  allowed  for  the  sack  of 
four  bushels. 

25  August  1833.  W*  Haycock. 


Spaldino. 

The  custom  or  practice  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies  this 
market  is  as  follows: — Wheat,  barley,  rye  and  beans  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels, 
standard  Winchester  measure  of  eight  gallons  to  the  bushel;  oats  in  the  same  way;  oats 
are  also  sold  by  the  last  of  10  quarters,  four  bushels  to  the  last ;  all  sold  net. 

Usual  weight;  quarter  of  wheat,  35 St.;  quarter  of  barley,  28 st.;  rye,  none  sold  in  the 
^market ;  quarter  of  beans,  37  st. ;  last  of  oats,  210  st.  7  lbs.,  or  2 1  st.  a  quarter. 

37  August  1833.  b  3  John  Cartwright. 
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YOBK. 

Fine  wheat  is  sold  by  the  quarter  of  eijght  bushels,  standard  Imperial  measure. 

Lower  samples  of  wheat  by  the  load  ofthree  bnsbels,  to  weigh  13  st.  3  lbs.  net,  14  lbs, 
per  stone. 

Rye  and  barley  by  the  quarter  of  eight  Imperid  bushels,  no  weight  mentioned. 

Oats  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  to  weigh  21  st.  10  lbs.  per  quarter,  net ;  or  to  mocfa 
per  stone,  14  lbs.  to  the  stone. 

Beans  by  the  load  of  three  Imperial  bushels,  no  weight  mentioned. 

Peas,  none  sold  in  our  market. 

9  September  1833.         ......p-...^,,_..^-.,.-,,^«^.^p..p.-.«-...^  William  SfnilL 

LSEDB, 

The  Imperial  bushel  ifln  seneral  use  here,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  an  understaMl* 
ing  what  weight  the  grain  will  run,  which  muftt  depeikl  much  on  the  quidity.  In  what  we 
call  the  farmer's  market,  wheat,  rye,  beans  and  peas  as  sold  by  the  load  of  three  bosheli  to 
the  load,  and  barley  and  oats  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  but  amon^  the  deakrB  all 
kinds  of  grain  are  sold  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels.  It  is  generally  calculated  that  60  lbs. 
of  wheat  is  an  Imperial  bushel,  but  that  must  depend  very  much  on  the  quality.  I  seed 
a  few  returns  to  show  the  way  they  are  made  here.  There  is  a  great  diflBculty  in  getting 
returns,  as  the  buyers  dislike  the  trouble,  little  as  it  is.  If  the  sellers,  as  well  as  the  buyers, 
were  obliged  to  make  returns  when  we  requested  them  to  do  90,  tbey  would  be  a  check  one 
on  the  other,  and  until  there  is  something  of  that  kind  a  great  part  of  the  grain  never  will 
be  returned,  as  it  is  not  easily  found  out,  the  sellers  throwing  every  difficulty  in  the  way,  to 
save  their  customers  being  fined. 

26  August  1833.  Joseph  Ditch. 


Description 
ofGnuo. 

Quantity 
of  Quarttn. 

BmMi. 

Price 
per  Qavter. 

BywhatMMMrt. 

John  Hutt        -        -        - 
W.  &  H.  Watson      - 
R.  Owston  8c  Co.      - 
James  Armstrong 
James  Appleyard 

Ditto    -        -        -        - 
Michael  Sanderson   - 

Beans     - 

ditto 

Wheat  . 

ditto 

Oate 

Barley    - 

ditto 

40 

5 

20 
30 
27 
10 
10 

•    1    1    1    1     1    1 
1    1     1    1    1    1    1 

s.     d. 
41     - 
41     - 
45    ^ 
60    -- 
23    - 
28    9 
28     - 

Imperial. 

'  To  the  Inspector  of  Com  Returns. 

The  above  Return  contains  th^  amount  of  each  and  every  parcel  of  each  respective  sort  of 
British  com,  so  bought  by  us  at  Leeds,  during  the  week,  ending  on  the  19th  day  of  eigbdi 
mQnth,  and  includin^the  preceding  week,  conformable  to  the  Act  passed  in  the  oniUi  yesi 
of  the  reign  of  King  Ueorge  the  Fourth,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  make  Provision  for  ascertaio- 
ing  from  time  to  time  the  Average  Prices  of  British  Corn,"  &c. 

Given  under  our  hand,  at  Bradford,  this  19th  day  of  eighth  month  x833« 

JamezEIUsifOk 

A  RETURN  of  British  Corn  Purchased  at  Leeds  the  Week  ending  Monday  the  19th  day 
of  August  1833,  by  and  for  account  of  the  undersigned,  by  the  Imperial  Measure. 


Names  of  the  Sellers  respectiyely. 


John  Walker    - 
Joseph  Smith   - 
John  Colton     - 
George  Hodgson 
Benjamin  Gonnersal 
Joseph  Musgreave    - 
John  Walton    - 
Joseph  Twigg  - 
John  Appleyard 
William,  BeUhouse    7 
Ditto    -        -       .- 
Richard  Dunn 
England  &  Skelton  - 


Description 
of  Grain. 


wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
wheat 
beans 


Qoarters. 


5S 
30. 

7 
II 

6 

»7 
42 

30 
20 


35 
40 

60 
20 


Bushels. 

Prfee 

8.      d. 

per  load 

- 

23     - 

•— 

- 

— 

- 

18     - 

— 

- 

18    6 

— 

- 

20    6 

— 

- 

18    6 

— 

- 

20    6 

— 

- 

18    - 

per  quart 

er 

20    - 
62    - 

— 

- 

68    - 

— 

• 

69    - 

•— • 

• 

37    - 

?J 


^     Imperial. 


Signed*  by  us  at  Leeds  this  20th  day  of  August  1833. 

Homer,  Drake  4r  Co» 
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Wakbfield. 

Ths  custom  in  this  market  is  to  sell  grain  as  follows ;  viz. 

Wheat,  in  the  sack  or  farmer's  market,  is  sold  by  the  load,  containing  three  Ihiperial. 
bushels.  In  the  factor's  market  wheat  is  sold  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  of  the  weight 
of  60  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  this  is  the  general  custom,  but  occasional  deviations  take  place 
where  the  seller  will  warrant  his  sample  to  weigh  more,  but  this  is  a  rare  exception  to  the 
rule  of  the  market. 

Barley  is  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  or  by  die  weight  of  53ibs.  to  the  bushel.  This 
is  the  weight  in  ordinary  years,  but,  where  there  is  a  very  superior  sample,  the  weight  is 
varied. 

Oats  are  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  or  by  weight,  varying  from  ipst.  to25st,  of 
14  lbs.  each  to  the  quarter.  ^ 

Beans  are  sold  by  the  weight  of  63  lbs.  to  the  bushel. 

Shelling  is  sold  by  the  load  of  261  lbs. 

Malt  is  sold  by  the  load  of  six  bushels,  Imperial  measure. 

Rape  seed  is  sold  by  th%]ast.  Imperial  measure.  ^ 

There  maybe  occasional  deviations  from  the  foregoing,  but  these  are  the  understood  and 
acknowledged  rules  of  this  market.  At  the  Pontefract  and  Doncaster  markets  the  Imperial 
measure  is  used,  and  in  all  cases  in  the  district  which  immediately  supplies  this  market  the 
Imperial  measure  rules. 

27  August  1833.  Charles  Feame. 

Bridlington. 

Thb  custom  of  buyine  corn  in  this  district  is  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  except  oats,  which 
are  sometimes  bought  by  the  stone,  and  returned  to  us  by  the  quarter.  As  the  corn  is 
always  received  before  the  return  is  rendered,  the  factors  have  an  opportunity  of  weighing 
each  quarter,  not  often  a  whole  load,  but  weigh  a  quarter  in  different  parts  of  it,  and  take 
the  mean  weight.  A  load  is  the  quantity  brouffht  by  a  team  of  four  horses  in  a  waggon^ 
and  varies  from  10  to  20  quarters^  but  generally  about  15  quarters.  Com  bought  by  the 
stone  is  readily  computed  and  retomed  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  and  which  is  always  done 
here.  The  usual  weight  of  corn  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  varying  as  per  statement 
bdow. 


Stoae. 

i 

Stone. 

Stone. 

Wheat, 

weighing 

from 

32 

to 

35 

rarely 

36 

Bariey 

— 

- 

u 

to 

31 

— 

3! 

Oats 

— 

- 

to 

33 

— 

26 

Peas 

— 

- 

32 

to 

Beans 

"      ■■^" 

" 

34 

to 

36 

"""" 

38 

Richard  Smth. 

Beveblbt. 

Thb  only  practice  of  sdliog  com  prevalent  in  the  district  supplying  the  market  at  this 
place,  is  by  the  quarter  of  eight  binhels.  Imperial,  net. 

26  August  18^.  John  Willii. 

HOWDEN. 

The  whole  of  the  com  in  Howden  market,  and  in  the  district  which  supplies  it,  is  always 
sold  by  the  quarter  and  the  load,  of  three  bushels,  Imperial  measure. 

28  August  1833.  John  Sugden. 

Sheffibld. 

Wheat  from  the  country  around  here  is  sold  by  th^  load  of  three  bushels.  Imperial  mea- 
sure, and  the  weight  per  load  is  often  mentioned  by  the  seller  in  confirmation  of  the  quality 
of  the  corn ;  frequently  the  small  fiurmers  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  weight  at 
home,  and  then  recourse  is  sometimes  had  to  the  scales  at  the  weigh-house  m  the  market. 
The  weight  of  the  bad  varies  according  to  the  quality,  say  from  12  st.  10  lbs.  (14  lbs.  to  the 
stone)  to  13  St.  10  lbs.,  net.  An  experienced  miller  here  doubts  if,  on  the  average  of  seven 
years,  wheat  averages  any  more  than  62  lbs.  par  busbel,  net.  The  wheat  coming  up  by 
water  from  Gainsborough  and  Lynn  is  more  generally  sold  by  the  ouarter  of  eight  bushels, 
stipulating  to  weieh  63  lbs.  per  bushel,  net.  The  wheat  from  Hull  is  more  frequently  sold 
by  the  quarter  oi  eight  bushels,  or  the  load  of  three  bushels,  to  be  delivered  60  Ills,  per 
bushel,  net.  Five  years  ago  the  Winchester  bushel  was  in  frequent  use  here;  now  I  have 
scarcely  a  single  return  in  a  month  of  a  purchase  by  that  measure.  Barley  and  oats  are  sold 
by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  Imperial ;  the  weight  of  the  latter,  per  sack  of  four  bushels, 
is  often  mentioned  at  the  time  of  bargaining,  and  varies  much,  from  under  lost,  to  upwards  ^ 

of  12  St.  per  sack,  net.  Rye,  beans  and  peas  are  generally  sold  by  the  load  of  three  bushels. 
Imperial.  In  beans  the  weight  is  often  mentioned,  and  will  vary  from  13  st.  12  lbs.  to 
15  St.  12  lbs.  per  load  of  three  bushels,  net. 

I  believe  the  above  statemenU  will  apply  to  the  markets  at  Rotherham  and  Doncaster, 
as  well  as  to  this  place. 

28  August  1833.  Paul  Bright. 

0.36.  h4  n        ^ 
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Hull. 

I  cANNoi;  fiod  any  deviation  from  the  regular  custom  of  measuring  all  sorts  of  com  and 
'  everj  description  of  grain  in  this  district,  with  the  exceptions  below  stated ;  wheat,  barley, 
oats,  rye,  beans  and  peas,  are  all  sold  by  the  standard  Imperial  measure,  and  the  bargains 
are  ail  made  at  prices  per  quarter*  Tares  the  same,  linseed  the  same;  rape  seed  iavariablj 
by  the  last ;  mustard  seed  by  the  bushel ;  hemp  and  canary  seed  and  buck -wheat  are  almoin 
unknown  in  this  market,  except  when  a  little  foreign  happens  to  be  imported*  In  fine,  the 
only  measure  recognized  and  allowed  here  is  the  standard  Imperial  bushel,  ajs  by  law 
established,  so  mucii  so  that  odium  would  attach  to  any  one  who  used  any  other,  either 
larger  or  smaller  measure ;  clover  seed  is  sold  by  the  hundred  weight  avoirdupois. 

bargains  for  wheat  have  frequently,  for  some  time  past  (I  have  lately  found),  been  made, 

warranted  60  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  in  the  cases  of  excess  or  deficiency  a  handful  or  two  has 

been  taken  out  or  added  to  perfect  the  bargain.    These  are  the  only  exceptions  I  have  been 

able  to  discover  after  having  taken  all  the  pains  in  my  power  to  elicit  the  best  informaUon 

^  on  the  subject. 

29  August  1833.  John  French. 


Whitby. 

Wheat  is  bought  in  this  district  by  weight,  70  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  net;  and  oats  in  the 
same  way,  42  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  net.     No  other  kind  of  grain  is  bought  here. 

39  August  1833.  Thomas  G.  Dale. 


Malton. 

The  custom  and  practice  between  the  sellers  and  dealers  in  com  and  grain  in  the  district 
that  snpplies  this  market,  to  be  in  the  following  manner;  viz. 
Wheat  at  a  certain  price  per  quarter,  weighing  40  stone. 
Barley  at  a  certain  price  per  quarter,  weighing  32  stone. 
Oats»  rye,  beans  and  peas  at  a  certain  price  per  stone. 
All  sales  of  com  in  this  market,  net,  and  in  no  case  otherwise. 

27  August  1833.  John  Leefe. 


Durham. 

The  most  usual  way  of  dealing  in  this  market  is.  by  the  boll,  containing  eight  pecks  or 
two  bushels.  Imperial  measure,  each  boll  of  wheat  being  understood  to  weigh  nine  stone^  nee. 

It  is  not  always  the  case  that  the  purchaser  of  any  quantity  of  wheat  receives  in  the  bulk 
the  full  weight  of  nine  stone  to  each  boll,  as  that  depends  entirely  on  the  good  or  bad 
quality  of  the  grain  sold.  The  average  weight  of  a  §ood  boll  of  corn  is  considered  to  be 
nine  stone;  it  sometimes  happens  that  purchasers  will  contract  for  a  given  quantity  of 
wheat,  to  be  delivered  at  nine  stone  to  the  boll ;  others  (and  which  is  the  most  usual  way) 
purchase  the  wheat  by  the  same  measure,  without  stipulating  any  particular  weight,  allow- 
ing their  judgment  to  regulate  them  as  to  the  high  or  low  price  they  give.  Oats,  beans  and 
peas  are  also  sold  by  the  boll,  no  particular  weight  being  nxed  for  that  kind  of  grain. 

3  September  1833.  '  Anthony  Brignah 


Stockton. 

The  custom  in  this  district  in  selling,  is  as  follows  :  all  kinds  of  grain  are  sold  by  the 
Imperial  bushel ;  the  quality  of  wheat  is  ascertained  in  this  manner,  the  millers  and 
dealers  fix  a  certain  weight  and  price  per  bushel,  and  if  the  weight  exceeds  that  fixed,  the 
seller  is  allowed  31^.  per  pound  for  the  over  weight ;  if  the  weight  is  less  than  that  fixed, 
the  buyer  is  allowed  3d.  per  pound  for  the  deficiency. 

For  example,  the  weight  fixed  now  for  new  wheat  is48t  6  lbs.,  price  65.  per  bushel. 
A  person  having  wheat  to  sell,  weighing  4§t.  7 lbs.,  gets  6s  3d.,  another  having  wheat 
weighing  4st.  5 lbs.  only,  gets  55.  gd.  per  bushel;  of  course  there  are  exceptions  to  this 
general  rule,  as  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  a  bad  sample,  a  sprouted  sample,  or  one  not 
well  cleaned. 

17  September  1833.  William  W.  Watson. 


Darlington. 

The  measure  by  which  all  kinds  of  corn  or  grain  is  sold  at  this  market,  is  the  boll  (two 
bushels),  which  of  wheat  will  weigh  from  gst.  to  gst  61b.  per  boll. 

17  September  1833.  George  J.  Wilson  for  Richard  Wilson. 
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Sunderland. 

Th£  corn  and  other  sorts  of  grain  grown  in  this  district,  which  supply  this  market,  are 
all  sold  by  the  boll,  containing  two  bnshels,  and  computed  by  the  standard  Imperial 
measure  of  eight  gallons  to  the  bushel;  and  the  custom  of  selling  by  theboU  has,  so  far  as 
I  am  able  to  understand,  been  adopted  from  time  immemoriaK 

Weights  of  each  Kind  of  Chain. 

Net.         *  Net 
Wheat,  according  to  the  present  Imperial  measure  of  2  bush,  to  the  boll,  9  st.  or  126  lbs. 

Barley        -        .        -        ditto        -.        -        -        -        ditto  -        -  7  or    98 

Oats  -        -        .        -        ditto        -        -        -        -        ditto  -        -  o  or    84 

Rye  -        -        -        -        ditto        -        -        -        -        ditto  -        "8  or  112 

Beans         -        -        -        ditto        -        -        -        -        ditto  -        -  9i  or  133 

Peas  -        .        -        ditto        -        -        •        .        ditto  -        -  Sj  or  122  J 

If  the  com  and  grain  are  in  good  condition  and  quality,  they  will  fully  sunport  the  above 
weights ;  but  in  case  they  should  not  be  so,  they  may  perhaps  fall  a  KtUe  short. 

17  September  1833.  Joseph  Trewick. 

Barnabd  Castle. 

The  custom  of  selling  com  in  this  market  and  district  has  been,  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years,  by  the  Imperial  bushel  only. 

14  September  1833.  Richard  Dunn. 


W0L8INGHAM. 

is  district  is  invar 

I  by  weight  in  thii 

24  September  1833.  Josh.  Nicohon. 


The  custom  of  selling  corn  in  this  district  is  invariably  by  the  boll.  Imperial  measure. 
I  do  not  know  that  grain  is  ever  sold  by  weight  in  this  neighbourhood. 


Belfobd. 

The  universal  custom  in  this  market  is  to  sell  all  sorts  of  grain  by>  what  is  called  here, 
the  Berwick  boll  of  six  Imperial  bushels.  Flour  is  sold  at  the  miUs  by  the  sack  of  280  lbs. 
I  have  inauired  of  the  principal  buyers  of  grain,  and  find  the  computed  weight,  per  Impe- 
rial bushel,  to  be  as  under,  and  in  all  transactions  net. 

Average  weight  of  wheat,  61  lbs.  to  61  J  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel. 
l)itto    -    -  barley,  52 1  lbs.      -        -        -      ditto. 

Ditto    "    -.  oats,  42  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel ;  viz.  43  lbs.  per  bushel  for  potatoe 
oats ;  41  lbs.  per  bushel  for  Angus  oats,  making  an  average  of  42  lbs.  for 
the  two  descriptions. 
Ditto    -    -  beans  and  peas,  63  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel. 
Ditto    -    -  rye,  53  i  lbs.    ...    ditto. 
18  September  1833.  Robert  Bromfield. 

Hexham. 

Wheat,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  sold  here  by  the  boll,  which  comprises  four  Imperial 
pecks ;  four  of  those  bolls  make  a  quarter. 

Barley  and  oats  are  sold  by  the  Hexham  bushel,  which  comprises  five  Imperial  pecks, 
being  one  more  than  the  Imperial  boll. 

15  September  1833.  Thomas  Wilson. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The  farmers  always  sell  by  the  boll,  which  is  two  Imperial  bushels,  weighing  generally, 
wheat  from  i2olbs.  to  I261bs.;  barley,  100 lbs.  to  I04lbs.;  oats,  8olbs.  to  84lbs*; 
rye,  106 lbs.  to  112 lbs.;  beans,  120 lbs.  to  I261bs.,  and  peas,  120  lbs.  to  126 lbs. ;  but  the 
weight  must  always  depend  upon  the  quality  of  the  grain.  The  com  merchant  generally 
sells  by  the  quarter,  wheat  weighing  480 lbs.  to  604lbs. ;  barley,  400 lbs.  to  416 lbs.; 
oats,  320 lbs.  to  336 lbs.;  rye,  424163.  10  448 lbs.;  beans,  480 lbs.  to  504 lbs.,  and  peas 
480 lbs.  to  504 lbs.;  but  the  weight  of  a  quarter  must  always  depend  upon  the  quality  of 
the  grain.  Sometimes  the  mercnant,  in  making  a  sale,  engages  that  the  quarter  shall  weigh 
a  given  weight,  which  is  often,  in  such  a  case,  a  much  greater  quantity  than  the  Imperial 
quarter.  This  is  done  by  the  merchants,  under  the  pretence  of  the  more  readily  effecting 
a  sale;  but  my  opinion  is,  that  the  real  cause  is  to  raise  the  average  prices  for  certain  purposes 
of  their  own.  To  guard  against  this,  when  f  receive  a  return  nrom  a  miller  who  has  bought 
a  quantity  of  corn  of  a  merchant  by  the  quarter,  I  inquire  whether  he  has  measured  it; 
and  if  1  nnd  that  there  is  an  increase  of  bulk  beyond  the  number  of  quarters  bargained 
for,  I  cause  a  bushel  of  the  corn  to  be  weighed,  and  by  that  means  I  ascertain  the  true 
quantity  purchased,  and  direct  the  miller  to  make  his  return  agreeably  to  the  true  quantity. 

0.36.  c  Corn 
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Corn  is  not  sold  in  this  market  by  any  other  measure  than  the  boll  and  the  qaarter. 

It  is  not  the  castom  in  this  market  for  the  farmer  to  sell  net,  for  he  returns  to  the  pur- 
chaser 1  d.  per  boU»  the  farmer  always  selling  for  ready  money.  The  merchant  always 
sells  net, 

16  Sept^nber  1833.  2%oiiiai  Fvr^Hu 

MOBFBTB. 

Thb  only  castom  of  selling  com  io  this  market  is  by  the  Imperial  boU»  and  sold  for 
readymoney ;  at  least,  what  is  sold  on  the  Wednesday  (by  sample)  is  usually  paid  for  on 
the  Wednesday  following,  in  cash. 

17  September  1833.  Jama  Mitchesam. 

Alnwick. 

Wheat,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  soM  in  this  market  by  the  new  boU  of  two  Imperiil 
bushels.    Oats  and  barley  by  the  old  boll  of  six  Imperial  bushels. 

The  factors  and  millers  that  return  to  me  for  com  bought  in  this  market  from  the  fanners 
in  Bamburghshire  is  all  bought  by  the  oU  boll  of  six  bashels. 

14  September  1833.  JiJm  Ktm. 


Berwick. 

Thebb  is  an  uniform  practice  of  selling  com  in  this  market  by  sample  and  by  the  boll, 
which  is  a  measure  containing  six  bushels,  Imperial  measure  of  eight  gallons  to  tne  busbd, 
consequently  a  boll  contains  48  gallons.  The  sales  by  the  farmer  to  the  com  merchant  are 
always  made  net  prices,  without  any  deduction,  and  may  be  said  ready  money,  as'  payment 
is  demanded  and  made  the  second  market  day  after  the  sale,  being  just  14  days;  this  role 
is  invariably  practised. 

I  have  procured,  from  a  corn  dealer  and  a  shipper  of  the  articles  enumerated,  the  usual 
weight  of  the  different  species  of  corn,  which  follow : 

Say,  Wheat  ...    364  lbs.  per  boll,  and  from  58  lbs.  to  63  lbs.  per  bushd. 

Barley  -        - 

Oats  -  -        - 

Rye   -  - 

Peas  -  -        . 
Beans 

The  quality  of  the  com  causing  of  course  a  differei^ce  in  the  weight. 

Fine  wheaten  flour  is  sold  by  £e  sack,  each  sack  weighing  8  i  cwt^  or  a8o  lbs. 

Wheat-meal,  oat-meal,  barley-meal,  in  the  same  manner. 

Shelled  barley,  pearl  barley,  Nos.  1  and  2,  grits;  in  sacks  of  the  same  weighty  but  mostly 
by  the  hundred  weight. 

All  these  are  understood  to  be  for  ready  money,  if  sold  in  the  town  or  neiehbourhood, 
although  short  credits  are  frequently  given;  but  if  shipped  coastwise,  are  settled  by  bills 
at  two  months,  from  dates  of  sale. 

I  should  have  remarked,  that  the  corn  is  generally  delivered  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
after  the  bargain  is  made  and  notice  is  ffiven  to  the  com  merchant,  on  the  Saturday,  the 
same  week,  that  a  call  would  be  made  for  payment  the  following  Saturday,  making  jast 
14  days'  credit. 

17  September  1833.  John  WiUon. 


3^0      - 

ditto 

234      - 

ditto 

320      - 

ditto 

360      - 

ditto 

360      - 

ditto 

6»     - 

•      64     ■ 

-     ditto. 

38     - 

43     ■ 

-      ditto. 

5»     - 

64     • 

ditto. 

58     - 

64     ■ 

•      ditto. 

58     ■ 

.      64     . 

-      ditto. 

Cablisle. 

Thb  custom  or  practice  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  this  market  is  by  the  Carlisle 
bag,  which  contains  three  Imperial  bushels.  The  usual  weight  of  each  bag  of  grain  is  as 
follows:  wheat,  188 lbs.;  barley,  162 lbs.;  oau,  128 lbs.;  rye,  ijslbs. 

16  September  1833.  J.  BL  Hamate 


Whitehaven. 

The  custom  or  practice  of  selline  com  and  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies 
this  market  is  by  the  Cumberland  busnel,  of  three  Winchesters  or  96  quarts,  the  com  and 
grain  varying  in  weight,  according  to  its  quali^ty  and  dryness;  viz.  wheat  I  should  suppose 
from  12}  St.  to  I3st.  4lbs.;  barley,  from  lost,  to  11st.  8lbs.;  and  oau  from  88t.61bs.  togst., 
avoirdupoise  weight. 

17  September  1833.  W.  W.  Todhmder. 
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COCKERMOUTH. 

Wheat,  barley  and  oats  in  this  district  are  sold  by  a  measare  equal  to  three  Imperial 
bysb^  stricken.  The  usual  weight  of  wheat  for  three  Imperial  bushels  is  from  13  st.  to 
14  St.  of  16  lb.  avoirdupois  each ;  bEuriey,  1 1  st.  to  12  st.,  and  oats  8 1  st.  to  g  J  st. 

^4  September  1833.  Robert  Hartley. 

Penrith. 

All  com  or  other  grain  sold  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market,  is  sold  by  the 
Imperial  quarter  or  Imperial  bushel,  no  weight  nor  other  measure  being  used  here. 
16  September  1833.  .  Richard  Book. 

Egrbmont. 

The  regular  rule  of  our  market  is  to  sell  wheat  by  Carlisle  bushel,  which  is  equal  to  three 
Imperial  bushels,  weighing  from  182  lbs.  to  187  lbs.  neat  weight.  But  of  late  some  of  the 
farmers  are  in  the  habit  of  making  all  wheat  187  lbs.  neat  weigh t,  and  selling  it  accord- 
ingly, so  much  for  a  bushel  of  wheat,  upholding  it  to  be  no  less  than  187  lbs.  neat  weight. 
Barley  the  same  as  wheat  in  measure,  and  will  weigh  from  164  lbs.  to  168  lbs.  neat  weight. 
Oats  also  the  same  measure,  and  generally  weighing  about  i261b«.  neat  weight. 

16  September  1833.  John  JMt. 

Applbrt. 

The  whole  of  the  grain  is  sold  by  the  Imperial  standard  measure. 

Oats  by  the  quarter  of  1$  pecks.  Wheat  by  the  Imperial  bushel  of  16  quarts ;  but  two 
Imperial  bushels  are  always  brought  in  a  sack,  and  sold  as  and  for  one  bushel.  Barley  by 
the  Imperial  bushel;  but  three  Imperial  bushels  are  always  brought  in  a  sack,  and  sold  as 
and  for  one  bushel. 

Thomas  Athinson. 


KbndaL. 

Wheat  is  sold  in  this  market  and  neighbourhood  by  the  load  of  4 1  Winchester  bushels, 
to  weieh  280  lbs.  Barley  by  the  Carlisle  bushel  of  three  Imperial  bushels,  and  oats  by  the 
load  of  7 1  Winchester  bushels;  rye^  beans  and  peas  none  sold  in  this  market. 

14  September  1833.  WUUam  Petmingtou. 


Chester. 

Whbat^  75  lbs. ;  barley^  381  quarts,  weight  about  64  lbs. ;  oats,«46  lbs. ;  beans,  38  quarts, 
weight  about  80  lbs. ;  peas,  same  as  beans :  All  sold  net. 

14  September  1833.  Joseph  Batemam. 

The  returns  of  barley  are  made  to  me  in  the  customary  measure  of  38  quarts,  and  cal- 
culated according  to  the  Imperial  bushel  of  32  quarts  (38  quarts  of  good  barley  are  sup- 
posed to  weigh  64  lbs.)  The  returns  of  wheat  are  made  to  me  in  the  customary  measure  of 
75  lbs.,  and  calculated  at  57  lbs.  The  returns  of  oats  are  made  to  me  in  the  customary 
measure  of  46  lbs.,  and  calculated  at  38  lbs. 

16  January  1834.  Joseph  Bateman. 


Nantwich. 
Thb  following  are  the  weights  and  measures  by  which  all  grain  is  sold  in  our  market : 
Wheat,  per  measure  of  75 lbs.  net;  rye  per  measure  of  75 lbs.  net;  oats  per  measure  of 

50 lbs.  net;  beans  per  measure  of  60 lbs.  net;  peas  per  measure  of  5olbs.  net;  barley  per 

measure  of  38  quarts. 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  the  millers  buy  small  quantities  of  barley  by  weight  of  60  lbs., 

but  very  rarely,  as  the  poor  in  our  neighbourhood  scarcely  ever  eat  barley  bread :  payment 

in  a  fortnight  after  sale,  unless  otherwise  agreed  upon,  as  depends  upon  the  wants  of  the 

farmers  or  the  respectability  of  the  millers. 

17  September  1833.  Richard  Lowe. 

The  weights  of  the  different  sorts  of  grain  sent  in  the  weekly  return,  when  rendered  by 
me  into  Imperial  bushels,  are  according  to  the  weights,  &c.  as  follows  : 

Wheat,  50 lbs.  Imperial ;  barley,  51  lbs.,  and  33  quarts  imperial;  oats,  39 lbs.  Imperial; 
lye,  57 lbs.  Imperial;  beans^  63 lbs.  Imperial;  peas,  64 lbs.  Imperial. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  barley  purchased  in  our  neighbourhood  was  used  for  malting, 
and  when  so  purchased  by  the  nudtsters,  it  is  always  by  measure  of  38  quarts,  and  wh^ 
by  the  millers,  by  weight  of  60 lbs.;  but  the  millers  with  us  but  seldom  buy  any  barley^ 

0.36.  c  2  the 
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the  poor  in  oar  neighboarhood  scarcely  ever  eadne  barley  bread ;  so  when  purchased  by 
castomanr  measure  of  38  quarts,  I  render  it  in  the  Imperial  at  33  quarts,  and  when  by 
weight  of  60  Ibs.y  I  render  it  in  the  Imperial  bushel  at  51  lbs. 

21  January  1834*  Richard  Lowe. 

MiDDLBWICH. 

Wheat,  75 lbs.  per  bushel;  barley,  60 lbs.  per  bushel;  oats,  50 lbs.  per  busbeL  lo  die 
neighbourhood  of  Northwich  some  return  as  under,  if  purchased  any  otner  weight  than  the 
above : 

Wheat,  70 lbs.  per  bushel;  oaU,  45  lbs.  per  bushel. 

17  September  1833.  John  Chadwiek 

Four  Lame  Ends,  Cheshire. 

Tbs  customary  measure  bought  and  sold  at  the  Four  Lane  Ends  market,  Cheshire: 
Wheat,  38  quaru  or  75  lbs.;  rye,  38  quarts  or  70  lbs.;  barley,  38  quaru  or  60  lbs., 
oats,  38  quarts  or  50  lbs. 

^ J.  Maiharu 

Liverpool. 

Grain  in  this  market  is  sold  by  the  following  custom : 

Wheat  per  bushel  of  70  lbs. ;  barley  per  bushel  of  60  lbs. ;  oaU  per  bushel  of  45  lbs. ; 
rye  per  bushel  of  60  lbs. ;  ^beans  and  peas  per  Imperial  quarter. 

14  September  1833.  Harmood  Bamur. 

Sir, 
In  reply  to  your  favour  of  14th  instant,  desiring  to  know  the  mode  of  m^  calculation  ia 
reducing  the  local  weighu  of  grain  here  to  the  Imperial  measure ;  I  beg  to  inform  you  that 
I  adopt  the  directions  you  were  good  enough  to  furnish  at  my  request  in  1837,  and  as 
I  have  ready  reference  to  your  letter,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  copy. 

]6  January  1834.  Harmood  Banner. 

Sir,  ^  Corn  Department,  Board  of  Trade,  12  July  1827. 

As  the  case  of  com  is  not  in  an  especial  manner  comprehended  in  the  Acts  for  regulating 
weights  and  measures,  we  must  be  guided  by  the  spirit  rather  than  the  letter  of  the  law,  in 
framing  the  Com  Returns. 

The  weights  of  com  to  make  a  Winchester  bushel  are  defined  by  the  Act  31  Geo.  3, 
c.  30,  to  be  for  wheat,  57  lbs. ;  barley,  49  lbs. ;  oats,  38  lbs. ;  and  rye,  55  lbs.  The  Imperial 
bushel  is  to  the  Winchester  bushel  as  31  to  30.  When  you  have  reduced  the  com  from 
weight  into  Winchester  measure,  conformablv  to  the  law  quoted,  yon  may  convert  it  iou> 
Imperial  measure,  by  deducting  from  the  number  of  bushels  one  thirty-first  part.  I  am  not 
unaware  that  in  this  mode  of  calculation  there  will  be  a  difference  of  a  slight  firaction,  but  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  and  must  be  overlooked. 

I  am  acquainted  with  the  mode  in  which  com  is  sold  in  your  market,  and  wish  the  same 
could  be  introduced  throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 

I  am.  Sec. 

Mr.  Harmood  Banner.  William  Jacob, 

Comptroller  of  Cora  Returns. 


Ulverston. 

The  sale  of  grain  is  by  a  sort  of  customary  measure  in  this  part  of  the  county,  which  \% 
as  follows,  viz. :  wheat  by  the  load,  containing  four  and  a  half  Imperial  bushels ;  beans  the 
same;  barley  and  oats,  by  what  is  termed  a  bushel,  containing  three  Imperial  bushels;  rye 
and  peas  are  never  offered  for  sale  here. 

16  September  1833.  WUUam  Seatle. 

Lancaster. 

Wheat  b  sold  by  the  load  of  sSolbs.  net;  barley  bv  the  windle  of  3  bushels  Imperial 
measure,  and  by  weight,  160  lbs.  net,  for  a  windle ;  oats  by  the  load  of  7  }  bushels  Imperial 
measure,  and  by  the  load  of  20  stone,  or  280  lbs.  net ;  beans  by  the  load  of  4  |  boshels 
Imperial  measure;  rye  and  peas  not  grown  in  this  neighbourhood. 

17  September  1833.  *  Thomas  Darwen. 

The  weights  mentioned  in  Act  1  bi  2  Geo.  4,  c.  87,  were  my  guide  until  a  subsequent 
Act|  increasing  the  measure  of  capacity  16  pints,  or  thereabouts,  more  than  the  Winchester, 
and  since  called  the  Imperial  quarter.  I  was  requested  to  take  notice  of  the  alteration, 
and  have  from  that  time  computed  my  returns  by  the  following  weights,  viz. :  wheat, 

470  lbs. 
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470  lbs.  the  qaarter^  59  lbs.  the  basbel ;  barley,  404  lbs.  the  quarter,  50  lbs.  the  bushel ; 
oats,  313  lbs.  the  quarter,  39  lbs.  the  bushel. 

Mv  method  is,  when  I  have  entered  up  the  dealers'  weekly  returns,  to  divide  the  gross 
weight  by  the  number  of  pounds  as  above  for  each  sort  of  grain,  and  the  quantity  less  than 
41  quarter  by  the  pounds  per  bushel 

18  January  1834.  Thonuu  Darwen. 

Pbeston. 

All  erain  sold  in  this  mad^et  is  by  weight,  and  in  all  cases  sold  net ;  the  following  are 
the  weignts  of  each : 

Wheat  sold  by  windle  or  sack  of  220  lbs. ;  beans  and  peas  by  windle  or  sack  of  220  lbs. ; 
oats  by  bushel  ot  45  lbs. ;  barley  by  bushel  of  50  lbs. 

17  September  1833.  Thomoi  Green. 

The  following  weights  I  consider  to  be  the  Imperial  bushel.    Wheat  is  returned  to  me 
-by  the  windle,  or  sack  of  220  lbs.»  which  I  bring  into  the  Imperial  bushel,  as  follows : 
Wheat  returned  100  windles. 
220  lbs.  each. 


Imperial  bushel  58 1  22,000  lbs. 
4  4 


bashels.    Ibt. 


«36)    88,000  (374  —  27  J  Wheat  58 1  lbs. 

705  Bariey  50 

Oats     39  \ 

1,750  Rye     56 1 
1,645 

1,050 
940 


4)      110 


27  I  lbs. 

1 6  January  1 834.  Thomas  Green. 

WlOAK. 

The  custom  of  buying  and  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  this  market  is  bv  the  bushel. 
Wheat  bought  by  weight,  70 lbs.  to  the  bushel;  barley,  60 lbs.  to  the  bushel;  beans  and 
peas,  each  60  lbs.  to  the  busnel ;  oats,  45  lbs.  to  the  busnel* 

The  practice  has  been  as  above  from  time  immemorial. 

17  September  1833.  William  Rogerson. 

Wareington. 
Wheat  is  bought  by  the  measure  of  70  lbs.  weieht ;  oats  at  45  lbs.  weight,  and  some- 
times 50  lbs.  weight,  by  the  measure ;  barley  generally  by  the  Imperial  measure,  but  some- 
times by  weight  of  60  lbs.  to  the  measure,  and  beans  generally  by  the  Imperial,  but 
.sometimes  by  weight  of  70  lbs.  to  the  measure;  all  of  which  different  weights,  calculations 
are  made  to  the  Imperial  measure.    The  corn  is  bought  net. 

17  September  1833.  Thomas  Leigh. 

By  the  Act  of  Parliament  a  Winchester  bushel  of  wheat  is  57  lbs.,  oats,  38  lbs.,  and 
barley,  49  lbs.  I  reduce  all  weights  of  different  sorts  of  grain  to  the  Winchester  measure, 
pursuant  to  the  Act,  and  afterwards  I  add  a  31st  part  to  the  price,  to  make  it  an  Imperial 
measure,  according  to  instructions. 

16  January  1834.  Thomas  Leigh. 

Manchester. 
Wheat  is  sold  in  this  market  at  per  bushel  of  70  lbs.,  per  load  of  320  lbs.,  per  barrel  of 
^80  lbs.,;  barley,  per  bushel  of  60 lbs.,  per  barrel  of  240  lbs.;  oats,  per  bushel  of  45  lbs., 
per  barrel  of  196  lbs.,  per  sack  of  9  bushels  by  measure;  peas  ana  beans  per  Imperial 
•quarter.  The  most  prevailing  method  is  by  bushel ;  the  quantity  by  load  and  sack  is  but 
triflioe. 

17  September  1833.  James  Marsh. 

By  the  old  Com  Act  the  weights  of  the  Winchester  bushel  were  fixed  at  57  lbs.  for  wheat, 
49  lbs.  for  barley,  and  38 lbs.  for  oats;  but  on  the  alteration  of  the  measure  to  Imperial, 
diere  not  being  any  weight  fixed  for  the  Imperial  bushel,  I  calculated  the  Imperial  bushel 
by  taking  the  difference  betwixt  the  Winchester  and  Imperial  bushels  as  32  to  33,  con- 
sequently 1,000  quarters,  Winchester  measure,  would  be  909  g  imperial. 

21  January  1834.  James  Marsh. 
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BoLTON« 

Th^  custom  of  selling  gram  which  is  returned  is,  oftts,  45  lbs.  to  tbebmhd;  wheat, 
70  lbs.  to  ^e  boshe) ;  beans,  60  lbs.  to  the  boshel,  or  940  lbs.  to  the  load. 

With  respect  to  the  others  inserted  in  the  return,  the  business  done  is  not  worth  staltiig 
at  present;  but  being  an  improving  district,  I  shall  perhaps  in  a  short  time  be  able  to  give 
more  information. 

September  1833.  __««^__.-____  ^Robert  Warr. 

Derby. 

Wheat  ia  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  or  18  st  to  the  quarter,  or  Gslba.  to  the 
strike,  net. 

Barley  is  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  or  14  st.  to  the  sack,  or  56  Iba.  to  the  strike,  net. 

Oats  are  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  or  12  st.  to  the  sack,  or  42  lbs.  to  the  strike. 

Beans  are  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  or  19  st.  to  the  sack,  or  67 1  lbs.  to  the 
strike,  net. 

* Charles  Lakm. 

Nottingham. 

I  BELIEVE  the  custom  in  this  district  has  become  nearly,  if  not  quite,  universal  to  sell  by 
the  quarter ;  that  is,  eight  Imperial  bushels  in  all  torts  of  grain,  aiid  net. 

As  grain  in  all  seasons  is  found  of  different  quaiiiies»  conseqaentlj  of  different  weights,  in 
proportion  to  the  weight  per  sack  Imperial  is  the  price :  for  instance,  we  know  that  some 
wheat  will  not  weigh  more  than  17  st.  to  the  sack,  while  others  will  weigh  18  st.  and  18  |  st., 
and  some  even  more :  so  in  proportion  is  the  price.  Eif;bteen  stone  per  sack  has  become 
the  standard  in  our  market,  so  the  price  (if  above  that  weight)  is  so  much  higher  in  propor- 
tion ;  and  if  under  18  st.,  so  less  in  proportion.  The  same  regulation  in  other  grain  prevails, 
thoueh  I  am  not  aware  that  any  standard  weight  has  yet  obtained  so  generally  as  18  st  has 
for  wneat.  Though  the  Imperial  bushel  is  become  nearly  universal,  at  least  in  our  market, 
as  a  measure,  yet,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  the  weight  that  regulates  the  price. 

The  weight  per  sack  of  barley  is  i5st.;  the  weight  per  sack  of  oats  is  12  st.;  the  weight 
per  sack  of  beans  is  19  st.  We  have  little,  very  little  indeed,  of  either  peas  or  rye  come  to 
our  market. 

The  weights  which  I  have  stated  above  are  to  be  understood  for  the  respeclive  aocts  grown 
in  this  immediate  neighbourhood.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  barley  from  rf orfolk,  it  is  a  JSner 
qualitjr  than  what  is  grown  here,  but  rather  lighter.  Oats  also  we  have  many  from  Lin- 
colnshire and  Cambridgeshire,  many  of  which  "^om  each  place  will  not  weigh  more  than 
9  St.  10  lbs,  or  ti  St.  per  sack  Imperial,  whicb,  when  in  the  market,  price  is  aa  per  weight 
per  sack. 

1 9  September  1 833.  " .^^^^.^^^........^  *^*^  AsknoA 

Newark. 

The  custom  or  practice  of  selling  corn  and  all  sorts  of  grain  in  the  market  of  this  district 
is  by  the  quarter,  Imperial  measure. 

14  September  1833.  Richard  Btf. 

Lbicbstbr. 

The  custom  of  Leicester  market  is  to  sell  by  the  quarter,  containing  eight  Imperial 
bushels.  The  average  weight  of  a  quarter  of  wheat  is  36  st.  net ;  of  a  quarter  of  barley, 
30  St.  net ;  of  9  quarter  of  oats,  24  st.  net ;  of  a  quarter  of  beans,  38  st.  net.  Corn  is  alwap 
bought  by  the  quarter,  some  dealers  specifying  that  it  shall  amount  to  a  certaio  weight,  and 
others  without  naming  any  weight  at  all. 

1 7  September  1 833.  •  John  Brooks. 

Northampton. 

Most  all  corn  is  sold  here ;  is  most  of  it  sold  by  Imperial  measure ;  sometimes  wheat  is 
sold  by  weight,  which  is  in  general  62  lbs.  per  bushel,  net.  but  not  a  general  thing;  a  few 
load  by  Winchester,  but  chief  of  it,  and  most  all  other  grain,  is  sold  by  Imperial  measure  at 
our  market,  which  is  always  by  quarters. 

16  September  1833. WilKam  Clarke. 

Coventry. 

The  usual  custom  of  selling  corn  in  the  districts  supplying  this  market  is  by  the  quarter 
and  bag,  the  quarter  consisting  of  eight  bushels,  and  the  bag  of  three  bushels. 

In  wheat,  which  is  usually  sold  by  the  bag,  the  customary  weight  is  190  lbs.  per  bag. 
Oats,  usually  sold  by  the  quarter,  customary  weight,  320  lbs.  per  quarter.  Beans,  nsualty 
sold  by  the  bag,  customary  weight,  200  lbs.  per  bag.  Peas,  same  as  beans.  In  all  cases  the 
price  is  net. 

17  September  1833.  Thomas  Morris,  jun. 
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BiBMlNOHAM. 

Wheat  is  sold  Id  this  market  by  ibe  bag,  containiog  three  bushels,  63  lbs.  to  the  bushel, 
which  is  exactly  Imperial  measure.  Barley  by  the  quarter.  Imperial  measure,  supposed  to 
weigh  by  the  bushel  53 lbs.;  this  the  farmer  dioes  not  warrant,  only  the  measure.  Oats  by 
the  quarter.  Imperial  measure,  supposed  to  weigh  40  lbs.  to  the  bushel.  Beans  by  the  bag, 
containing  three  bushels,  67  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  which  is  exactly  Imperial  measure.  Peas 
are  sold  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  bag,  containing  three  bushels,  and  weight. 

16  September  1833.  Thomas  Twamley. 

WoBCESTBt, 

Whbat  is  cenerally  sold  by  the  Imperial  bushel ;  if  by  weight,  62  lbs.  per  bushel,  net. 
Barley  by  the  imperial  bushel;  if  by  weight  from  52 lbs.  to  55 lbs.  per  bushel.  Oats  by 
the  Imperial  bushel ;  if  by  weight*  42  lbs.  per  bushel.  Rye  by  the  Imperial  bushel.  Beans 
by  the  Imperial  bushel;  if  by  weight  10  score  per  3  bushels  gross.  Peas  the  same  as 
beans.    Grain  is  generally  sold  gross. 

18  September  1833.  John  Crane. 

Warminster. 

Wbbat,  rye,  beans  and  peas  are  sold  by  the  sack ;  barley,  oats  and  grass  seeds  by  the 
quarter ;  vetches  usually  by  tne  bushel ;  clover  seed  by  weight.  The  sack  contains  four 
bnshels,  the  Quarter  eight,  whether  Winchester  or  Imperial. 

The  Wincnester  bushel  is  in  very  little  use ;  a  few  antiquated  farmers,  whose  attachment 
to  old  customs  cannot  be  subdued,  retain  it  in  wheat,  under  an  idea  that  the  additional 
quantity  is  given  awav,  a  mistake  they  cannot  be  convinced  of,  notwithstanding  the  almost 
universal  practice  of  6uyers  to  inquire  the  net  weight  of  wheat,  and  to  purchase  it  under  a 
warranty.  In  barley,  the  determination  of  the  maltsters  not  to  purchase  in  our  market  by 
any  other  than  Imperial  measure,  compels  the  universal  adoption  of  that  standard. 

It  is  the  custom  to  allow  the  buyer  1  $.  per  load  for  market  expenses :  ten  sacks  are  a 
load  of  wheat  or  beans,  and  ten  quarters  of  barley  or  oats* 

In  Devizes  market  an  effort  was  last  year  made  by  the  buyers,  but  not  with  complete 
success,  to  obtain  the  adoption  of  the  Imperial  bushel^  as  in  Warminster. 

In  Salisbury,  I  understand  the  Imperial  bushel  is  in  general  use  for  barley,  but  for  other 
grain  the  Winchester  is  very  common,  if  not  prevalent. 

In  Warminster  the  grain  is  all  warehoused  previous  to  the  market ;  one  sack  of  every 
load  is  pitched,  and  what  is  sold  is  paid  for  immediately,  and  taken  from  the  town  at  the 
purchaser's  expense. 

I  believe  the  same  practice  prevails  at  Devizes.  ^  . 

At  Salisbury  a  short  credit  is  given,  and  I  think  the  farmer  delivers  wheat  generally  at 
the  mills. 

1  October  1833.  J.  L.  Hardy. 

Dbnbk^h. 

T'hb  custom  of  selling  com  and  other  grain  in  this  district  is  by  the  hobbet,  viz. 

Hobbet,  by  measure.  Wheat  -  80  quarts  -  By  weight  -  168  lbs. 

Ditto        ditto       Barley  -  80    —  -          ditto  -  147 

Ditto        ditto       Oats  -  80    —  -          ditto  -  105 

Ditto        ditto       Beans  -  80    —  -          ditto  -  180 

Ditto        ditto        Peas  -  80    —  -          ditto  -  180 

The  principal  part  is  sold  by  weight,  net. 


Wrexham. 

OfjB  customary  measure  is  a  bushel  in  this  market  and  the  neighbourhood,  containing 
38  quarts,  or  75  lbs*  wheat ;  38  quarts  per  bushel,  barley ;  and  38  quarts  per  bushel,  oats. 

JR.  Jones* 


Carnarvon. 

The  custom  here  of  a  time  immemorial  is  by  the  London  quarter,  and  hat  been  altered 
by  an  Act  of  Pariiament  passed  some  years  ago,  and  now  is  bought  and  sold  by  the  quarter, 
of  ei^ht  Imperial  measure  to  the  quarter.  But  some  corn-dealers  agree  with  the  sellers,  if 
the  Imperial  quarter  will  weigh  from  12  to  12  score  12  per  half  quarter,  they  will  have 
the  highest  price,  and  if  under  that  weight  the  price  is  lowered  ;  but  that  is  an  agreement 
between  some  dealers,  of  which  they  always  state  in  their  returns  to  me,  as  per  quarter 
Imperial  measure. 

The  usual  weight  for  every  given  measure  is  as  follows : — Wheat,  60  lb.  to  6^  lb.  per 
Imperial  measure ;  barley,  50  lbs.  to  52  lbs.  per  ditto ;  oats,  37  lbs.  to  39  lbs.  per  ditto. 

16  September  1833.  Hugh  William  Griffith. 


C4 

Digitized  by 


Google 


H]  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM 

Hatbbfobdwkst. 

The  custom  of  selling  com  and  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market,  is 
by  the  Imperial  measure;  and  the  average  weight  by  snch  measure,  as  nearly  as  I  can  ecd- 
lect,  is,  wheat,  61  lbs.  net,  per  Imperial  Winchester ;  barley,  51  lbs.,  ditto;  oats,  38  Ibs^ 
ditto. 

16  September  1833.  Wnu  Rowland*. 


Cabmarthbn. 

The  barley  and  oats  are  all  bought  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  but  the  wheat  b  bought  by 
weight,  64  \h%.  to  the  bushel,  net. 

1 7  September  1 833.  Biehard  Athoe. 


Cabdifv. 

CoBN  in  this  district  is  sold  as  follows:  wheat  by  the  Welch  bushel,  which  is  called 
Llestrad,  containing  22  Winchester  gallons,  and  made  to  weigh  168  lbs.;  barley,  by  the 
same  measure  and  by  the  Winchester  and  the  Imperial  bushel ;  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the 
Imperial  bushel. 

8  September  1833.  Thomas  Wathim. 


Gloucesteb. 

The  sale  of  com  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market,  is  as  follows:  wheat,  barley,, 
beans  and  peas,  by  bushel,  quarter,  or  sacK  of  four  bushels,  Imperial  measure ;  oats,  per 
bushd  or  quarter;  rye,  if  any  ever  sold  here,  in  the  same  way  as  wheat,  &c.     In  addition 
to  the  above,  sometimes  a  little  wheat,  barley,  beans.  Sec.  are  returned  in  the  Winchester 
measure,  which  are  made  Imperial  in  the  usual  way. 

17  September  183;^.  Jonathan  Spier. 

ClBENCBSTEB. 

All  kind  of  erain  sold  in  this  district  is  generally  sold  by  the  load  or  quarter,  except  ii^ 
certain  cases,  where  weight  is  agreed  on  bv  the  parties.  But  com  is  generallv  sold  here 
by  the  old  Winchester  measure  of  eight  gallons,  but  converted  into  Imperial  tV'inchester 
measure  in  my  Com  Return  letter  to  the  office. 

4  September  1833.  Jo$eph  Brown. 


Tbtbuby. 


The  custom  of  buying  and  selling  com  in  this  market  is  by  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels ; 
wheat  is  generally  sold,  per  load  of  40  bushels,  viz,,  five  quarters,  and  weighing  about  60  . 
or  62  lbs.  to  the  bushel  Winchester  of  eight  gallons;  there  are  n  few  farmers  that  use  the 
Imperial  measure,  but  it  is  not  general ;  barley  will  weigh  50  lbs.  to  53  lbs.  per  eight  s;al- 
lons ;  oats,  40  to  45  lbs.  per  eight  gallons ;  beans  and  peas  from  60  to  65  lbs.  per  busher  of 
eight  gallons  Winchester  measure. 

14  September  1833.  Alexander  Sealy. 

Stow-on-the-Wold. 

The  practice  of  selling  corn,  &c.  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market,  is  chiefly  by 
the  Winchester  bushel,  quarter  and  load  of  40  bushels;  out  there  are  also  some  sales 
effected  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  quarter  and  load,  in  all  cases  sold  net. 

13  September  1833.  Christopher  Pain. 

Tewkesbury. 

The  universal  method  of  selling  grain  in  this  market  is  by  the  Imperial  bushel  or  quarter,^ 
or  by  the  bag,  containing  three  Imperial  bushels. 
'  1 3  September  1 833.  Charles  Banaster.     . 

Bristol. 

The  wheat  received  here  down  the  river  Wye,  from  Herefordshire  and  Monmouthshire, 
and  down  Severn  from  Gloucestershire,  is  generally  brought  and  sold  here  by  the  spring 
sack  of  331  lbs.  net.  From  Wiltshire,  occasionally  bv  the  Imperial,  more  frequently  the 
Winchester  measure ;  from  Ireland  and  the  coast  of  Devon  ana  Wales,  and  in  general  all 
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ship  corn  by  the  bushel  of  60  lbs.  Barley  for  maltiDg,  by  the  Imperial  bushel ;  and  barley 
for  grinding  by  the  bushel  of  50  lbs.  net.  Beans  and  peas  are  in  eeneral  sold  by  the  Im- 
perial bushel.  Oats,  generally,  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  but  frequently  by  the  bushel,  vary- 
mgfrom  36  to  42  lbs.  net. 

The  present  system  renders  the  corn  trade  very  perplexing,  and  it  would  be  highly  desir- 
able if  uniformity  of  weights  or  measures,  by  which  com  is  sold,  could  be  effectea  through- 
out the  kingdom. 

1  y  SeptemBer  1 833.  William  Sayer. 

Taunton. 

Wheat,  Imperial,  62  lbs.  to  64  lbs. ;  Winchester,  60  lbs.  to  62  lbs.  weight  per  bushel. 
*  Barley,  Imperial,  52  lbs.  to  53  lbs. ;  Winchester,  50  lbs.  to  52  lbs.  weight  per  bushel. 

Oats,  Imperial^  36  lbs.  to  40  lbs.;  Winchester,  35  lbs.  to  39  lbs.  weight  per  bushel. 

Beans,  Imperial,  60  lbs.  to  64  lbs.;  Winchester,  59  lbs.  to  63  lbs.  weight  per  bushel. 

Rye,  none  sold  here. 

Peas,  Imperial,  60  lbs.  to  64  lbs. ;  Winchester,  59  lbs.  to  63  lbs.  weight  per  bushel. 

N.B. — ^The  above  description  is  sold  by  the  quarter  and  bushel,  principally,  by  Imperial 
measure.  ' 

16  September  1833.  William  Court. 

Wells. 

Thb  only  practice  or  custom  of  sale  is  from  sample,  by  the  bushel,  either  Winchester  or 
Imperial,  the  greater  part  being  sold  by  the  Imperial  measure,  but  no  weight  named  for 
either.  Should  the  sample  appear  damp,  there  is  sometimes  an  understanding  that  the 
bushel  shall  weigh  60  lbs.,  but  even  in  this  case  it  is  by  no  means  general.  All  sales  are 
made  net* 

17  September  1833.  ^  John  WiUmott. 

Bribowatbr. 

Corn  of  every  description  is  invariably  sold  in  this  district  by  the  Imperial  bushel.  The 
net  average  weight  of  wnich  is  about  62  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel  of  wheal ;  52  lbs.  barley; 
28  to  29  lbs.  oats;  64 lbs.  beans.    The  weight,  however,  varies  so  much  according  to  the  . 
quality,  that  it  is  impossible  to  fix  a  just  standard. 

24  September  1833.  Bichard  Smith. 

Frome. 

All  wheat,  barley,  beans  and  peas  sold  in  this  market  is  by  the  Imperial  sack,  and  oats 
are  generally  purchased, by  the  Imperial  quarter;  no  grain  is  ever  sold  here  by  weight. 

*2i  September  1833.  •  William  Langkjf. 

Chard. 

The  general  measure  that  com  is  sold  by  is  the  Winchester  bushel ;  some  few  quantities  ^ 

are  bought  by  the  Imperial,  but  nine-tenths  or  more  are  sold  by  the  former  without  any 
agreeinent  as  to  what  weight  the  same  may  be;  and  I  have  never  known  any  sold  by  the 
last,  quarter,  load,  coomb,  barrel  or  sack.  But  in  instances  the  seller  sometimes  mentions 
tb^  it  weighs  so  much  weight  to  the  bushel,  and  then  the  buyer  considers  that  he  is 
entitled  to  have  it  delivered  according  to 'the  weight  mentioned,  as  the  wheat  grown  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  of  very  different  weight,  some  weighing  not  more  than  56  lbs.  and 
others  64  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  and  the  other  kinds  of  grain  varymg  the  same  according  to  the 
sample. 

21  September  1833.  Hohert  Wellington. 

Monmouth. 
The  general  custom  of  selling  corn  in  this  district  is  by  the  bushel,  which  measures 
10  gallons,  per  weight  80  lb.;  barley  and  other  grain  are  not  bought  by  weight,  but  by  the 
Imperial  and  10  gallons  measure ;  and  in  most  cases  for  ready  money. 

September  1833.  William  Jones. 

Abbboavennt. 
All  wheat  is  sold  by  the  bushel  of  80  lbs. :  other  grain  is  sold  by  the  bushel,  but  what 
the  weight  is,  is  not  ascertained,  the  dealers  never  requiring  weight  in  the  latter  cases ; 
but  in  the  wheat  trade  they  will  invariably  have  80  lbs.  to  the  bushel. 

21  September  1833.  .  John  Delahqy. 
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Chepstow. 

The  Imperial  bushel  is  in  general  use  in  this  market^  eibcepting  in  very  few  instances, 
and  that  with  very  small  farmers,  who  sell  their  little  lots  of  barley,  oats,  beans  and  peas  by 
the  old  customary  measure  of  lo  J  gallons  to  the  bushel,  and  some  sell  three  strikes  or 
15  gallons  to  the  bushel  of  oats  only;  but  such  sales  are  very  rare  and  in  very  small  lots 
of  about  two  or  three  bushels ;  the  principal  farmers  sell  by  the  Imperial  bushel.  Wheat  is 
universally  sold  by  the  cwt.,  or  by  the  sack  weighing  three  cwt.,  including  the  weight  of  the 
sack,  which  is  considered  to  be  about  five  pounds.  The  other  customs  or  measures  named 
in  the  circular,  are  not  in  use  in  our  market.  * 

24  September  1833.  J.  C.  Smitk. 


PONTYPOOL. 

Wheat  for  the  supply  of  this  market  is  purchased  by  the  bushel,  of  80  lbs.  net;  other 
grain  is  sold  by  the  bushel,  of  10  gallons. 
10  October  1833.  William  Wood. 


Exeter. 

The  com  in  this  market  is  not  sold  either  by  the  last,  the  quarter,  the  load,  the  coomb, 
the  boll,  the  barrel,  the  sack,  or  the  pound,  but  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  professing  to  weigh 
about  65  lbs. 

25  September  1833.  Thomas  Campion. 


Barnstaple. 

Wheat  in  our  market  is  sold  bv  the  bag,  containing  two  bushels,  which  with  the  bag 
is  generally  expected  to  weigh  140  lbs. ;  the  bag  itself  weighs  about  5  lbs.  Barley  per  bushel 
weighs,  including  the  bag,  generally  56  lbs.  Oats  per  bushels,  including  tlje  bag,  from  38 
to  40  lbs.;  it  must  be  a  superior  sample  to  weigh  40  lbs. 

Our  country  measure  consists  of  one  peck  out  of  the  four  (forming  the  bushel)  being 
heaped,  viz.  as  much  as  it  can  contain  above  the  rim  or  top  of  the  measure.  It  runs  aboot 
3  per  cent,  above  the  Imperial  measure. 

1  October  1833.  Tkomas  Copner. 

Plymouth. 

The  practice  in  this  district  is  to  sell  corn  and  other  grain  by  measure  only,  namely  the 
quarter,  the  bag  (containing  two  bushels),  and  the  bushel :  in  the  case  of  wheat  the  fanner 
guarantees  the  weight  to  be  62  \  lbs.  the  bushel,  net.  In  respect  to  barley  and  oats,  the 
weight  varies  according  to  the  season,  the  weight  of  the  former  being  from  48  lbs.  to  54  lbs. 
the  bushel,  and  the  latter  from  36  lbs.  to  40  lbs.  Neither  beans  nor  peas  are  grown  in  this 
district. 

30  September  1833.  A.  Keen. 

« 

Totnes. 
The  usual  method  of  selling  corn  in  this  market  is  as  under: 

Wheat  is  sold  by  the  bag,  containing  two  Imperial  bushels,  weighing  about  63  lbs.  the 
bushel.  Barley,  the  same,  weighing  about  55  lbs.  the  bushel.  Oats,  the  same,  containing 
two  and  a  half  bushels,  no  specific  weight. 

8  October  1833.  *  Robert  W.Gill 


Tavistock. 

In  this  town  and  neighbourhood  wheat  is  sold  by  the  bag,  containing  nominally  two 
Winchester  bushels,  but  generally  containing  half  a  gallon  or  a  gallon  more,  in  order  to 
bring  the  bag  to  a  certain  weight,  which  it  is  usually  warranted  to  be :  that  weight  varies 
from  130  lbs.  to  140  lbs.,  including  the  weight  of  the  bag  (about  6  lbs.),  and  is  paid  for 
accordingly. 

Barley  is  sold  also  by  the  double  Winchester,  or  16  gallons,  the  bag  rarely  containing 
more,  and  having  no  reference  to  the  weight.  Oats  are  sold  by  the  bag,  containing  four 
Winchester  bushels,  or  32  gallons,  and  without  any  warranted  weight. 

No  other  kinds  of  grain  are  exposed  for  sale  in  this  market. 

The  farmers  in  this  district,  attending  various  markets  in  their  vicinity,  are  obliged  to  put 
up  different  measures  or  quantities,  in  order  to  suit  the  custom  at  each  market,  scarcely  any 
two  in  the  neighbourhood  corresponding. 

4  October  1833.  John  PhOlips. 
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KiNOftBRlDGE. 

Both  wheat  and  barley  in  this  district  are  sold  by  the  bag,  each  contaioing  two  Imperial 
bushels.  It  is  usually  expected  by  the  purchasers  of  wheat  that  a  bag  should  weigh  125  lbs., 
exclusive  of  the  ba^  which  two  Imperial  bushels  will  generally  do.  This  district  is  not  an 
oat  one;  this  grain  is  sold  also  by  the  bag,  but  a  bag  of  oau  is  two  bushels  and  a  half.  I 
believe  this  custom  is  merely  confined  to  this  district.  The  returns  weekly  made  to  me  are 
principally  in  bags,  but  many  in  quarters  and  bushels. 

33  September  1833.  John  Senf  Savery. 

Truro. 

It  is  the  invariable  practice  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market,  of  selling  com  by 
the  Cornish  bushel  of  24  gallons,  or  three  Winchesters ;  the  average  weight  of  a  Cornish 
bushel  of  wheat  is  190  lbs. ;  barley,  160  lbs. ;  oats,  130  lbs. 

23  September  1833.  John  Jtnmng$. 


Bodmin. 

In  all  the  dbtrict  which  supplies  this  market  with  com  and  other  grain,  the  only  measure 
used  is  the  Coraish  bushel,  of  24  gallons,  which  is  equal  to  three  bushels  of  eight  gallons, 
Winchester  measure. 

25  September  1833.  ^  Jamei  Salter. 


Launceston. 


The  customary  way  by  which  com  is  sold  in  our  market  is  as  under: 
Wheat,   140  lbs.,  which  average  17  gallons.  Imperial.    Barley,  16  gallons.  Imperial, 
average  53  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel.    Oats,  24  gallons,  Imperial,  average  39  lbs.  per  Im- 
perial bushel.  Malt,  16  gallons.  Imperial,  average.  37  lbs«  per  Imperial  busheL 

22  September  1833.  JR.  Harvey. 


Redruth. 

The  custom  of  buying  and  selling  corn  in  this  market,  and  its  neighbourhood,  is  by  the 
bushel  of  24  gallons  or  three  Winchester  bushels.  Imperial  measure ;  that  is  for  wheat  and 
barley.  The  oats  are  sold  and  bought  by  the  hogshead,  of  72  gallons  to  the  hogshead,  or 
three*  Cornish  bushels ;  or  nine  Winchester  bushels.  Imperial  measure,  also  to  the  hogshead. 
The  other  articles  are  not  sold  in  this  market. 

23  September  1833.  Joseph  Jenldn. 


Helston. 

The  manner  and  custom  of  the  corn  dealers  in  our  market  are  as  follows : — Some  dealers 
purchase  by  measure  of  three  Imperial  busheb,  independent  of  weight ;  others  by  the  above 
measure,  dependent  on  weight.  Wheat,  when  sold  by  weight,  from  185  lbs.  to  190 lbs.'; 
barley,  from  156  lbs.  to  160 lbs.;  oats,  about  120 lbs.;  all  net. 

23  September  1833.  Joseph  Harry. 

St.  Austell. 
The  only  custom  of  selling  com  and  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies  this  market, 
is  by  the  bushel  (called  here  the  customary  bushel),   consisting  of  24  gallons,  or  three 
bushels  of  the  Imperial  standard  measure.    No  corn  or  other  grain  is  ever  sold  by  weight. 

17  September  1833.  B.  Af.  Swi^eld, 

Blandford. 

There  is  only  one  custom  or  practice  of  selling  grain  in  this  market  by  the  different  fre- 
quenters  of  it,  which  is  by  the  bushel,  sack,  quarter  or  load,  at  so  much  per  bushel,  sack, 
quarter  or  load,  without  any  reference  whatever  as  to  weight ;  and  what  is  returned  to  me 
by  the  purchasers,  is  invariably  Imperial. 

15  September  1833.  John  Biggs. 

Bridport.  ev  t 

All  the  corn  that  is  sold  at  Bridport  market  is  by  sample,  and  by  the  Imperial  bushel. 
15  September  X833.        •  George  Warr. 
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DoBCHEtTBB. 

Thb  custom  adopted  by  farmers,  corn-factors,  8cc.  thai  attend  this  market  for  seUiog 
their  coim,  has  been  an  inYariable  role  of  sevoral  yean  standing,  which  is  by  the  qaarfer 
and  sack,  Tery  little  being  sold  either  by  the  bnshei  or  k>ad ;  tro  bmhel,  noon  an  aTenccv 
weighing  6olb8.  and  upwards ;  the  quarter  is  composed  of  two  sadcs  or  eigiit  bAshels ;  tot 
load  consists  of  five  quarters  vrheat,  to  quarters  bariey,  15  quarters  oats,  and  10  of  beans. 
This  is  the  manner  in  which  it  is  disposed  of,  etery  thing  being  sold  by  the  Imperial  mea- 
sure. 

16  September  1833.  WSUam  H.  Janet. 

Shbrbormb. 

Thb  com  is  sold  in  this  market  by  the  quarter,  which  is  ei^ht  bushels,  Imperial  measure, 
weighing,  on  an  average,  per  bushel,  viz.  wheat,  62  lbs.  (eight  gallons) ;  barley,  53lb8.; 
oats,  sglos.;  rye,  58 lbs.;  beans,  64 lbs. ;  peas,  6a lbs. 

17  September  1833*  D.  Pamy. 

Shaftesbubt. 
The  practice  of  selling  corn  in  this  market  is  principally  by  the  sack.  Imperial  measure. 
17  November  1833.  C.  £.  Bvckland. 

Wabbham. 

The  practice  of  selling  corif  and  erain  in  this  market  is  by  the  quarter,  and  the  net 
average  weights  per  quarter  are  as  follow:  wheat,  500 lbs.;  barley,  420 lbs.;  and  oats, 
336  lbs. 

23  October  1833  •  J.  RUtter. 

WlMCHBSTBB. 

CoifTBACTs  of  everjr  sort  and  kind  are  made  by  the  load,  quarter,  sack  or  boshd,  net, 

according  to  the  following  uble ;  viz. 

Four  bushels,  one  sack ;  two  sacks,  one  quarter ;  five  quarters,  one  load. 

In  the  purclrases  the  Winchester  measure  prevails  over  the  Imperial  in  the  proportion  ot 
at  least  twenty  to  one. 

1 7  September  1833.  J.  Fentkaau 

Andovbb. 

The  custom  or  practice  of  sellmg  corn  and  other  grain  in  the  district  which  supplies 
Andover  market,  is  by  the  quarter  and  by  the  load.  It  is  sometimes  sold  by  the  Wincnester 
and  sometimes  by  the  Imperial  measure,  but  more  frequently  by  the  former. 

13  September  1833.  Harry  Footner. 

Basiwostoke. 

The  custom  of  selling  com  in  the  district  which  supplies  our  market  is  by  the  quarter. 

The  principal  part  of  the  barley  by  the  Imperial ;  the  wheat,  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the 
Winchester  measure. 

I  have  heard  of  oats  being  sold  at  a  certain  price  per  quarter,  warranted  to  weigh  (say 
381bs.  or  40lbs.  per  bushel),  the  deficieucy,  if  any,  to  be  made  up  by  the  seller  ;  this,  bow- 
ever,  is  not  common,  and  generally  happens  between  dealers ;  the  growers,  I  believe,  never 
adopt  this  method,  but  always  sell  by  the  quarter. 

17  September  1833.  WilUam  Dotnan. 

Fabbham. 

The  usual  custom  and  practice  of  selling  corn  in  this  market  are  by  the  load  of  fife 
quarters,  and  also  by  the  quarter,  subject  to  the  Winchester  measure.  There  are  a  few 
instances  of  purchasers  buying  by  the  load  and  quarter,  subject  to  the  Imperial  measure, 
but  that  does. not  occur  often. 

13  September  1833.  John  Horiock. 

Havant. 

Wheat  is  sold  by  the  load  (that  is,  five  quarters),  principally  Winchester  measure;  bar- 
ley, oats,  beans  and  peas,  by  the  quarter,  principally  Winchester  measure. 

Edward  Woodcock. 

Newpobt,  Isle  of  Wight. 

All  the  wheat  in  this  island  is  sold  by  the  load  of  40  bushels,  and  all  other  com  by  the 
quarter  of  eight  bushels. 

Many  farmers  still  object  to  the  Imperial  measure,  and  in  all  ^es  confine  themselves  to 
the  old  Winchester  measure.  Corn  in  general  is  sold  at  this  market  by  sample,  and  the 
money  due  on  delivery. 

0  I  believe 
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I  believe  a  great  deal  of  corn  to  be  still  retailed  by  the  Winchester  measure,  and  it  seems 
the  general  wish  of  all  parties  to  have  one  imperative  measure. 
17  September  1833.  H.  R^ers. 

RlNGWOOD. 

All  wh^at  is  sold  at  per  load  of  five  quartern ;  barley  and  oats  at  per  quarter ;  beans  and 
peas  at  per  sack. 

Two  or  three  years  ago  1  had  occasion  to  communicate  with  the  Comptroller  of  Corn 
Returns,  on  the  subject  of  some  of  the  dealers  requiring  a  warranty,  that  tne  wheat  agreed 
for  should  weigh  a  ceruin  weight  per  sack ;  and  that  in  many  instances  considerable  addi- 
tion was  obliged  to  be  made  in  measure  thereto,  without  such  addition  being  noticed  in  the 
return  made  to  me.  I  have  since  required  all  dealers  to  insert  the  weight  in  their  return, 
and  I  believe  the  practice  is  now  discontinued* 

17  September  1833.  Richard  Brown. 

Southampton. 

The  usual  practice  of  selling  and  buying  corn  in  this  market  is  by  the  quarter  and 
bushel,  principally  Winchester  measure* 

17  September  1833.  T.  H.  Skehan. 

Portsmouth* 

The  practice  of  selling  in  this  market  and  district  by  the  growers  of  corn  is  as  follows : 
wheat  by  the  load,  Winchester  measure ;  barley,  oats,  beans  and  peas  by  the  quarter,  Win- 
chester measure.    It  is  sddom  any  corn  is  bought  of  the  growers  by  the  Imperial  measure. 

17  September  1833.  Laac  WaveU. 

SCOTLAND. 


RETURNS  from  the  Shebiffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  Deputes  or  Substitutes,  of 
each  Shire  or  Stewartry  in  Scotland,  of  all  the  different  Customs  or  Practices  of  Selling 
Corn  and  othei:  Grain  in  the  District  under  his  Superintendence,  whether  by  the  Laai^ 
the  Load,  the  Bushel,  the  Quarter,  the  Coomb,  the  Boll,  the  Barrel,  the  Sack,  the  Pound, 
or  any  Denomination  of  Weight  or  Measure;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  the  usual  Weight 
per  every  given  Measure;  distinguishing  in  all  cases  whether  the  same  be  sold  Net  or 
otherwise. 

Aberdeenshire. 

1.  Burgh  of  Aberdeen* — The  greater  prooortion  of  oats,  bear  and  barley,  is  sold  in  this 
district  by  the  Aberdeenshire  boU  of  four Jirtots.  When  not  sold  by  the  boll,  grain  is  sold 
by  the  Impe|jal  quarter.  In  selling  it  is  common  to  name  a  price  per  boll,  of  a  certain 
weight,  and  the  price  to  be  lowered  or  advanced  as  the  grain  exceeds  or  falls  short  of  the 
given  weight. 

2.  JEllon  District,  Newburgh. — ^The  practice  of  selling  all  sorts  of  grain  in  this  district,  is 
by  the  boll  of  four  firlots,  equal  to  about  four-fU'ths  of  an  Imperial  quarter.  The  price  is  fixed, 
as  at  Aberdeen,  according  to  the  weight  of  the  grain.  The  Imperial  quarter  is  seldom  used ; 
when  it  is,  the  price  is  regulated  by  the  weight  of  the  grain  per  bushel. 

3.  Peterhead  District. — Grain  is  here  generally  sold  bv  the  Imperial  quarter,  regard 
being  had  to  the  weight  per  bushel.  A  good  deal  is  still  sold  by  the  old  Aberdeenshire  boll. 
In  most  transactions  reeard  is  had  to  both  measure  and  weight.  Qood  judges  buy  by 
sample  when  measure  only  is  required. 

Wheat,  peas  and  beans  are  sold  by  the  boll  of  three  Aberdeenshire  firlots,  and  by  the 
quarter,  no  regard  being  had  to  weight. 

4.  Fraserburgh  District. — Oats  and  barley  are  sold  by  the  boll  of  four  corn-firlots,  Aber- 
deenshire measure,  the  price  being  regulated  by  the  weight.  .Wheat  and  rye  are  sold  by  the 
•quarter ;  beans  and  peas  by  the  boll  of  three  corn-firlots,  net;  all  the  measures  are  net. 

5.  Turriff  District. — ^Wheat,  barley  and  oats  are  sold  by  the  quarter,  of  eight  Imperial 
bushels ;  the  price  being  regulated  by  the  weight  per  bushel. 

6.  Huntly  District* — ^All  kinds  of  grain  are  here  sold  by  the  quarter,  of  eight  Imperial  * 
bushels,  net.    The  com  is  always  sold  in  the  market  by  sample,  without  reference   to 
weight. 

15  October  1833.  TT.  TFa/«<m,  Sheriff  Substitute. 

Argyllshire. 

AcL  grain  within  the  shire  of  Argyll,  so  far  as  has  ever  come  under  my  notice,  is  sold  by 
the  boll,  firlot,  and  peck,  Linlithgow  measure ;  the  firlot  being  one  fourth  part  of  the  boll, 
and  the  peck  one  fourth  part  of  the  firlot.  The  Linlithgow  boll  contains  six  Imperial 
bushels,  and  is  consequently  equal  to  three  fourth  parts  of  the  Imperial  quarter. 

Inverary,  37  September  1833.  *  J.  Maclaurin,  Sheriff  Substitute. 
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Ayrshire. 

Oatmeal,  of  146  Imperial  pounds  per  boll. 
Bear,  of  eight  Imperial  standard  busiiels  per  boll. 

Wheat,  of  Tour  Imperial  standard  bushels  per  boll,  and  the  general  practice  now  is,  in  the 
county,  to  average  the  bushel  at  60  lbs.,  or  246  lbs.  per  bolL 
Barley,  of  eight  Imperial  standard  bushels  per  boll. 
Peas,  of  four  Imperial  standard  bushels  per  boll. 
Beans,  of  four  Imperial  standard  bushels  per  boll. 
Corn,  of  eight  Imperial  standard  bushels  per  bolL 

24  September  1833.  William  Eaton,  Sheriff  Substitute. 

Banffshire. 

Wheat,  56  lbs.  to  64  lbs.  per  bushel ;  barley,  48  lbs.  to  56  lbs.  per  bushel ;  bear  or  bigg, 
46  lbs.  to  54  lbs.  per  bushel;  potatoe  oats,  40  lbs.  to  46  lbs.  per  bushel;  common  oats, 
38  lbs.  to  44  lbs.  per  bushel.    All  net  measures. 

Beans,  peas  and  rye  little  cultivated  here,  but  sold  by  the  quarter. 

Oatmeal,  per  boll,  140  lbs.  avoirdupois ;  oatmeal  per  sack,  280  lbs.  avoirdupois. 

All  kinds  of  meal  are  sold  by  the  same  weight. 

25  December  1833.  John  Pringle. 


Berwickshire. 
All  corn  and  other  grain  is  now  sold  by  the  boll,  containing  six  Imperial  bushels. 
Vide  Pari.  Papers,         Herewith  is  sent  a  copy  of  the  Tables  showing  the  difference  betwixt  the  weights  and 
S€ss.i834,No.io5.  measures  formerly. used  and  the  present. 

Donse,  27  September  1833.  George  Prat,  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Buteshire. 

The  several  kinds  of  corn  and  other  grain,  the  growth  of  the  shire  of  Bute,  are  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  bear  or  bigg,  peas  and  beans ;  and  the  customs  or  practices  of  selling  tiie  same, 
are  as  follows :  viz.  wheat,  peas  and  beans  by  the  boll,  consisting  of  four  Imperial  boshefs 
net.    Oats,  barley,  bear  or  bigg  by  the  boll,  consisting  of  eight  Imperial  bushels  net 

Rothesay,  1  October  1833.  Samuel  M'Cormick,  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Caithness-shire. 

In  Caithness-shire,  corn  or  other  grain  is  sold  by  the  lippyt  the  peck,  the  firlot,  and  the 
boll;  all  Dutch  weight,  and  net.  And  it  is  also  sold  by  the  bushel  and  by  the  quarter, Inr 
perial  measure ;  and  by  no  other  denomination  of  weight  or  measure. 

Wick,  5  October  1833.  Jame$  Gregg,  Sheriff  Substitute. 

Clackmannanshire  and  Kinross-shire. 

In  the  county  of  Clackmannan,  in  nil  sales  of  any  consequence,  the  universal  practice 
now  is  to  sell  grain  of  every  kind  by  the  Imperial  quarter. 

In  the  county  of  Kinross,  oats  and  bariey  are  sold  either  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  or  by 
the  old  barley  and  oats  boll  of  four  Linlithgow  firiots,  which  is  a  fraction  less  than  six  « 
Winchester  bushels.  The  quarter  is  used  by  the  persons  of  greatest  education  and  intelli- 
gence; but  the  majority  still  adhere  to  the  old  measure  of  four  firiots.  Wheat  and  peas- 
are  ooineiimes  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  but  more  frequently  by  the  old  wheat  boU, 
which  is  a  fraction  more  than  four  Winchester  bushels. 

In  both  counties  all  grain  is  sold  by  net  measure. 

John  Taii,  Sheriff. 

Cromarty  and  Ross. 
The  corn  was  sold  by  th^  boll  until  the  equalization  of  weig(fts  and  measures  was  intro- 
dnced  by  statute;  since  then  most  sales  take  place  according' to  the  Imperial  quarter,  but 
not  always,  as  many  people  adhere  to  the  old  practice.    The  county  fiars  are  struck  accord- 
ing to  the  Imperial  quarter.     When  sold  by  the  boll,  it  is  thus  : 

Firlotf. 

Wheat,  per  boll  of       -        -        -        .  4 

Barley  --....  ^ 

Potatoe  oats  -        ....  4 

Common  oats        .....  ^ 

Oatmeal       -        -        .        -        .        .  9  Stones  Dutch  weight.^ 

Barley  meal  .....  jq  ditto. 

Peas  and  beans     -        -        ...  4  Firiots. 
Tain,  a^  September  1833.                                            David  Ross,  Sheriff  Substitute; 


"N. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SELECT  CO^fMiriEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  [31 

Dumbartonshire. 

Wheat,  Peas  and  Beans: — By  the  verdict  of  the  jury  convened  in  Dumbartonshire  in 
November  1827,  under  authority  of  the  Acts  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  and  6  Geo.  4,  c.  12,  it  was  found 
and  ascertained  that  the  measure  for  wheat,  which  had  been  in  common  use  in  Dumbarton- 
shire, was  the  Linlithgow  or  Scots  standard  wheat  firlot,  four  of  these  making  a  boll. 

Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  these  Acts,  the  same  measure  was  thereafter  continued 
to  be  used  in  the  sale  or  wheat,  and  also  in  the  sale  of  peas  and  beans,  till  very  lately.  But 
it  being  now  generally  known  that  four  Imperial  bushels  are  very  nearly  equal  to  a  Linlith- 
gow boll,  the  practice  has  become  almost  universal  to  sell  wheat  by  the  boll,  reckoning 
each  boll  to  consist  of  four  Imperial  bushels.  The  price  is  regulated  by  the  weight  and 
quality,  the  average  weight  of  good  wheat  being  about  60  lbs.  per  bushel. 

Barley,  Bear  and  Oats : — By  the  verdict  already  mentioned,  the  measure  for  barley,  bear, 
oats  and  malt,  in  common  use  in  Dumbartonshire,  previous  to  the  passing  of  said  Acts,  was 
the  Dumbartonshire  bear  firlot,  equalto  1 .59434  Imperial  bushels,  four  of  these  firlots  making 
a  boll.  The  same  measure  was  also  continued  thereafter  to  be  used  for  several  years ; 
but  the  practice  is  now  becoming  common  to  sell  these  kinds  of  grain  by  the  boll,  (some- 
times called  an  Imperial  boll)  reckoning  each  boll  to  consist  of  six  Imperial  bushels,  the 
latter  quantity  being  less  than  a  Dumbartonshire  bear  or  barley  boll  by  about  one-half  of 
a  bushel.  The  price  is,  in  this  instance,  also  regulated  by  the  weight  and  quality,  the 
average  weight  of  good  barley  being  about  54  lbs.,  /Of  bear  about  52  lbs.,  and  of  oats  about 
42  lbs.  per  bushel. 

Oats  imported  from  Ireland  are  all  sold  in  this  county  by  weight,  264  lbs.  being  con- 
sidered a  boll. 

Oatmeal : — This,  as  heretofore,  is  continued  to  be  sold  by  weight,  each  boll  weighing 
eight  stones,  or  128  lbs.  Scots,  Troy  or  Dutcli,  equal  to  140  lbs.  avoirdupois,  two  such  bolls 
making  a  load,  which  last  term  is  only  used  in  the  sale  of  meal  OT  flour. 

The  last,  coomb,  barrel  and  sack  are  not  in  use,  as  measures,  in  this  county,  in  the  sale 
of  ^rain ;  and  in  all  such  sales  the  quantity  is  sold  net,  and  not  by  heaped  measure. 

Potatoes  are  the  only  produce  which  continue  generally  to  be  sold  by  heaped  measure, 
the  weight,  as  ascertained  by  said  verdict,  being  42  lbs.  per  peck. 

In  all  these  sales  of  grain  the  farmers  and  dealers  have  naturally  adhered,  as  nearly  as 
they  could,  to  the  old  boll,  as  the  measure  of  a  quantity  well  known  in  the  county ;  and  on 
the  gradual  adoption  of  the  Imperial  bushel,  they  have  reckoned  that  number  of  bushels  as 
a  boll  which  comes  nearest  to  the  old  boll,'the  value  of  which  was  familiar  to  them. 

17  January  1834.  Humphyn  Campbell^  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Dumfries. 

All  com  and  otiier  grain  is  sold  within  this  county  according  to  the  Imperial  bushel 
measure,  which  is  always  net  or  ^'  straiked.''  It  i$  a  general  custom  to  stipulate  that  the 
bushel  measure  of  each  sort  shall  be  of  a  particular  weight,  and  the  agreed  price  is  enlarged 
or  lessened  according  to  the  excess  or  shortening  of  that  agreed  weight ;  in  oats  and  barley 
generally  about  1  J.,  and  in  wheat  about  2  d.  for  each  lb.  weight  over  or  under  the  agreed 
or  understood  average  weight.  There  are  sales  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  according 
to  the  Carlisle  bushel ;  but  as  three  Imperials  make  a  Carlisle  bushel,  and  as  the  Imperial 
bushel  measure  is  used  in  measuring  the  grain  on  these  occasions,  this  cannot  be  said  to 
form  an  exception  to  the  invariable  use  of  the  Imperial  bushel.  Before  the  conversfon^ 
under  the  late  law,  to  the  Imperial  weights  and  measures,  the  Winchester  bushel  measure 
Avas  in  constant  use  in  this  county ;  but  since  then  it  has  fallen  into  total  disuse,  and  is 
displaced  by  the  Imperial  bushel. 

Of  course  the  weight  of  an  Imperial  bushel,  of  any  given  sort  of  grain,  varies  constantly 
according  to  quality ;  and  the  average  weight  of  each  sort,  in  the  same  way,  is  affected  in 
different  years  by  the  season,  to  tiie  extent  of  from  1  lb.  to  6  lb. 

28  September  1833.  W.  Baillie. 


Edinburgh. 

All  grain  sold  there  as  stock  is  stated  to  be  by  the  Quarter  of  eight  Imperial  bushels ; 
and  although  the  measure  for  all  sorts  is  the  same,  the  diversity  of  quality  will  cause 
a  material  difference  in  the  weight  of  all  marketable  grain. 

Wheat  varies  in  weight  from  33  to  37    stone  per  quarter. 
Barley  -        -        -        28-33     ^^^^^    -     ditto.  ^ 

Oats     -        -        -        -        20-23}  ditto    -      ditto.     , 
Beans  -    .   -        -        -        32-38    ditto   -     ditto. 
Peas     -        -        -        -        30-36    ditto    -      ditto. 
The  above  is  Imperial  weight,  or  14 lbs.  to  the  stone,  all  net  measure;  the  heavy  weights 

may  be  considered  to  be  the  weight  of  the  very  best  grain  that  is  sent  to  Edinburgh  market, 

or  any  other  in  this  country. 

26  September  1833.  John  Myrtle. 
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■ 

Dalkeith. 

30  September  1833. 
The  sales  of  grain  in  Dalkeith  market,  and  in  the  beighbourhood,  are  in  general  made 
by  the  Imperial  quarter  of  eight  Winchester  bushels.  The  rules  of  the  market  prohibit 
any  other  measure  from  being  used ;  but  I  believe  a  few  old  traders  are  somewhat  refrac- 
tory, and  still  buy  and  deliver  by  the  old  Scots  or  Linlithgow  boll.  In  all  cases  the  grain 
is  sold  net. 

Robert  Scott  Moncri^. 


Dalkeith  Corn  Market. 


The  Parliamentary  trustees  of  the  town  of  Dalkeith,  taking  into  consideratioD  the  great 
importance  of  ascertaining  the  average  prices  of  all  sorts  of  grain  sold  in  Dalkeith  mark^ 
in  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  in  com|}liaoce  wi£ 
numerous  applications  from  respectable  farmers  frequenting  that  market,  have  enacted  the 
following  regulations  thereanent,  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November 
1832 : 

1.  The  market  for  oats  to  commence  on  Thursday  weekly  as  hitherto,  at  12  o'clock  nooa, 
and  for  all  other  sorts  of  grain  at  half-past  12  precisely,  to  be  announced  by  the  ringing  of 
the  bell. 

2.  All  kinds  of  grain  exposed  for  sale  shall  be  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter  only,  and 
brought  to  market  in  sacks  containing  not  more  than  four  Imperial  bushels;  and  all 
potatoes  shall  also  be  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  and  in  lesser  qnantitiea, 
according  to  the  same  standard  measure. 

3.  Every  person  who  brings  grain  to  this  market  mutt,  as  soon  as  the  sacks  are  pitched, 
and  before  tiiey  are  opened  for  sale,  report  to  the  clerk  of  the  market  the  owner^s  name  and 
residence,  and  the  quantity  and  description  of  the  grain.  The  clerk  will  then  deliver 
a  ticket  or  tickets  containing  these  particulars,  and  immediately  after  the  sales  take  place, 
the  ticket  or  tickets  must  be  returned  to  the  clerk,  stating  whether  the  whole  or  what 
quantity  has  been  sold,  and  the  price  or  prices  per  quarter;  and  if  any  part  remains  onsoM, 
and  is  afterwards  brought  to  market,  it  must  be  registered  again  as  a  new  parcel. 

4.  £very  person  so  exposing  his  grain  for  sale  must  state  the  weight  of  the  sample  sack, 
containing  four  Imperial  bushels,  and  shall  deliver  the  bulk  according  to  that  weight,  also 
Imperial. 

5.  Custom  on  all  kinds  of  grain  and  potatoes  brought  to  market  shall  be  exacted  at  the 
rate  of  one  penny  sterling  per  quarter,  in  full  market  dues,  excepting  oats  and  barley,  oa 
which  a  halfpenny  per  quarter  will  only  be  charged. 

6.  Imperial  standard  bushels  will  be  lodged  with  the  tacksman  of  the  market  customs; 
and  all  differences  regarding  weight  or  measure  shall  be  settled  by  reference  to  the  weights 
and  measures  so  kept  by  him. 

7.  Every  person  refusing  or  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  regulations  shall  be 
fined  in  the  sum  of  5^.  sterling  for  ieach  offence;  and  any  person  making  a  false  return, 
either  of  quantity  or  of  price,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  20s.  sterling  for  the 
first  offence ;  and  if  convicted  in  a  second  offence,  besides  being  fined,  his  name  will  be 
exposed  iu  the  market-place. 

8.  The  market  for  meal  to  commence  at  12  o'clock  on  Monday  weekly,  as  hitherto,  but 
subject  to  th^foreeoing  regulations  as  to  registration,  the  custom  to  be  at  the  rate  of 
a  Halfpenny  the  sack  of  280  lbs. 

Extracted  from  the  Minutes  by 
Dalkeith,  23  October  1832.  John  Aitkin,  Trustees*  Clerk, 


Elginshire. 

Immediately  upon  the  passing  of  the  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  measures  were  taken  by 

the  county  of  Elgin  for  having  the  relative  proportions  between  the  old  standards  of  weights 

and  measures  in  use  within  the  county,  and  those  established  by  the  Act,  ascertained,  and 

for  that  purpose  a  set  of  experiments  and  calculations  were  made  bv  the  mathematical 

teacher  of  the  academy  at  Elgin,  and  afterwards  a  jury  impanelled,  all  under  the  sanction 

Vide  Pari.  Pa|)er8,    ^^  ^he  sheriff.     By  the  verdict  of  that  jurj%  the  facts  stated  in  the  following  Return  were 

No.  105  of  Sess.       ascertained;  and  as  the  whole  proceedings  are  embodied  in  a  small  pamphlet,  with  various 

1B34,  PP-  39-51*      relative  Tables,  the  sheriff  takes  the  liberty  of  appending  a  copy  of  it  to  his  Return,  both 

that  its  accuracy  may  be  ascertained,  and  that  it  may  be  seen  how  anxious  the  genUemea 

of  this  county  are  that  one  uniform  system  may  be  adopted. 

Although  th^  sheriff  is  sorry  he  cannot  report  that  transactions  are  not  still  carried  on  by 
the  old  weighfb  and  measures,  yet  he  is  happy  to  say  the  practice  is  daily  diminishing,  and 
that  for  five  years  bygone  the  fiars  have  been  struck  by  the  Imperial  standard. 
\  The  foundation  of  all  measures  of  capacity  in  this  county  is  an  ancient  measure,  called 

^  the  pint  stoup,''  which,  by  accurate  measurement,  was  found  to  contain  26,800  grains  of 
water  at  62%  which,  as  prescribed  by  the  above  Act,  makes  the  contents  106,156  cubic 
inches. 

Elgin,  18  October  1833.  John  Cuniftglutme,  Sheriff. 
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Nairnshirb. 

In  this  county  as  in  Elginshire  measures  were  adopted  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  gth  Geo.  4,  for  having  the  relative  proportions  between  the  old  and  new  standards  ascer* 
tained ;  and  a.set  of  calculations  of  these  proportions  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Merson, 
teacher  of  mathematics  in  the  academy  at  Elgin,  founded,  so  far  as  related  to  the  contents 
of  the  vessel  which  formed  the  foundatioii»or«Lll  measures  of  capacity  used  in  the  county, 
on  a  measurement  made  several  years  before  by  the  late  professor.  Sir  John  Leslie,  of  Edin- 
burgh. The  sheriff  afterwards,  as  required  by  the  Act,  impannelled  a  Jury,  b^ore  which 
the  necessary  evidence  was  laid.  A  copy  of  the  Report  made  by  Mr.  Merson,  and  of  the 
verdict  of  the  jury,  is  herewith  sent 

Very  few  tmsactions  in  erain  are  carried  on  by  the  old  weights  and  measures  in  Nairn- 
shire ;  but  the  sale  of  meal  by  the  old  weight  is  almost  universal.  For  the  last  three  years 
the  fiars  have  been  struck  exclusively  by  the  Imperial  standards,  and  for  three  years 
preceding  by  both  the  Imperial  and  the  old.  * 

The  foundation  of  all  local  measures  of  capacity  in  Nairnshire,  both  for  liquids  and  dry 
goods,  (except  the  wheat  measure,  the  Elgmshire  wheat  measure  being  now  uniformly 
used  in  Nairnshire,  when  the  Imperial  measure  is  not  employed,)  is  the  Nairn  pint  or  the 
content  of  a  tin  jug  called  the  pint  stoup;  which,'  according  to  Professor  Leslie's  measure- 
ment, was  found  to  contain  26,850  troy  grains  of  pure  water,  at  62^  of  Fahrenheit's  ther- 
mometer; and  therefore,  the  content  of  the  Nairn  pint  was  ascertained  to  be  106.354  cubic 
inches. 

For  the  more  easily  comprehendingthe  following  Tables,  and  to  avoid  any  confusion  frond 
the  different  ^capacities  of  Scots  and  Toiglish  pints,  it  may  be  proper  to  explain,  as  under 
the  Elginshire  nead,  that  for  the  measurement  of  all  liauids,  tne  Nairn  pint  is  subdivided 
into  2  chopins,  4  mutchkins,  or  1 6  gills ;  and  its  multiples  are  the  auart  of  2  pints  and  the 
gallon  of  8  pints.  Hence,  the  various  denominations  will  stand  in  cubic  inches  and 
Imperial  measures,  as  follows,  viz. : 


OLD  NAIRN  MEASURES. 

IMPERIAL  MEASURES. 

Gallon 

Quart 

Pint  -        .        . 

Chopin 

Mutchkin   • 

GUI    .        .        - 

8  pints 

2     do.          -        - 

Standard 

Jt':   :    : 

,Vdo.  .        .        . 

Cab.  III. 
850.835— 
212.709— 
106.354+ 

53.177  + 

36.589— 

6.647  + 

lOOth 

Gall.  Qta.    Pti.  Gillt.  pmrtt. 

3002     19+ 

0300     55-^ 

Olio    27+ 

0012      14— 
0003        7— 
0000     77— 

All  kinds  of  grain  are  most  generally  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter  of  8  bushels ;  but 

Wheat  is  occasionally  sold  by  the  Elgin  old  wheat  boll,  described  imder  the  Elginshire 
head. 

Peas  and  beans  can  hardly  be  called  articles  of  commerce  in  Nairnshire,  and  the  striking 
of  the  fiars  of  these  grains  has  been  discontinued  for  the  last  two  years,  on  account  of  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  proper  evidence.  The  old  measure  which  was  used  for  peas  and 
beans  is  the  Elgin  wheat  boll. 

Barley,  when  not  sold  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  is  sold  by  the  Nairn  boll  of  128  Nairn 
pints,  which  boll  is  subdivided  into  nrlots,  pecks  andlippies,  of  which  4  firlots  make  a  boU, 
4  pecks  a  firlot,  and  4  lippies  a  peck.     These  different  denominations  contain  as  follows^ 


VIZ.: 


NAIRN  MEASURES. 

CONTENT. 

IMPERIAL  MEASURES. 

•       Boll        .         . 
Firlot     . 

Peck      -        -        ' 
Lippy    -        .        . 

128  Nairn  pints 
32    ditto 
8    ditto 
2    ditto 

Cab.  In. 

13613353+ 

3403.338  + 

850.835— 

212.709— 

lOUth 
Qr.     B.      P.      G.      Pit.  porti. 

0      60      1      0    78 —  • 

01202      19  + 

0      0,      1       1      0    55— 
0      0'     0      0      6     14— 

The  above  boll  is  to  the  Imperial  quarter  as  .76714242  to  1. 

Oats,  when  the  Imperial  measure  is  not  employed,  are  sold  by  the  old  Nairn  boll  of 
5  barley  firlots,  without  any  subdivision ;  quantities  less  than  a  boll  being  reckoned  as  in 
barley  measure. 


NAIRN  MEASURES. 


Boll 


CONTENT. 


IMPERIAL  MEASURES. 


160  Nairo  pints 


Cub.  In. 
17016.692— 


Qr.     B. 

O      7 


P. 

2 


G. 

1 


lOOth 
Pts.    pant. 

2     97  + 


The  above  boU  is  to  the  Imperial  quarter  as  .95892803  to  1 . 
All  the  above  measures  are  net. 
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Oatmeal  and  barley-meal  by  a  weighed  boll  of  9  stones,  allowing  16  pounds  to  a  stone 
and  17  }  oz.  avoirdupois  to  a  pound.  The  boll  is  subdivided  into  4  firiots,  16  pecks,  or  64 
lippies,  and  hence  these  denominatioas,  reduced  to  avoirdupois  weight,  willstaod  as  foUomy 
VIZ. : 


VAME. 


Boll 
Firlot 
Peck 
Lippie 


AVOIRDUPOIS  WEIOHT. 


Cwt. 

Or. 

Lb. 

o«. 

1 

1 

17 

8 

0 

1 

11 

6 

0 

0 

9 

13 

0 

0 

2 

7 

Dr. 
O 

•5 

6 


Oatmeal  has  sometimes  been  sold  by  the  hundredweight  of  1 13  poands  avoirdspois. 
16  October  1833.  John  Cumnghame,  6ber£ 


FiFESHIBE. 

The  Sheriff  Clerk  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  has  corresponded  with  all  those  who, 
either  from  official  situations  or  otherwise,  had  die  proper  means  of  procuring  the  infor- 
mation wanted,  and  received  the  following  information. 

28  September  1833  • — Matthew  F.  Conolly,  clerk  to  the  burghs  of  Easter  and  Wester 
Anstruther,  Crail  and  Kilrenny,  reports,  that  there  is  a  weekly  corn  market  held  at 
Anstruther  on  Saturday,. for  the  sale  of  grain  ;  but  none  in  any  of  the  other  fear  district 
burghs :  That  the  practice  uniformly  is  in  that  market,  to  sell  all  kinds  of  grain  by  the 
quarter.  Imperial ;  and  tlie  price  of  course  is  regulated  by  the  quality  and  weight  of  the 
grain. 

30  September  : — Stephen  Williamson^  town  clerk  of  Newburgh,  reports,  that  he  has.acted 
as  clerk  to  the  Newburgh  grain  stock  market  since  it  was  first  established  in  Febroaiy 
1830,  and  that  the  mode  of  selling  is  by  the  quarter  of  eight  Imperial  bushels.  A  boshd 
of  each  parcel  brought  to  market  is  weighed,  aud  the  price  per  quarter  is  regulated  by  the 
weight  thereof.  The  general  run  of  barley  crop  1832  was  from  50  lbs.  to  53163.  per 
bushel ;  some  few  parcels  only  being  54  lbs.  and  55  lbs.  This  crop  appear^  to  weigh 
heavier,  the  average  weight  of  new  barley  as  yet  brought  to  market  being  about  54 lbs.; 
several  parcels  have  weigned  56  \  lbs.  per  Imperial  bushel.  The  greater  part  of  the  stock 
brought  to  Newburgh  market  consists  of  barley ;  the  most  of  wheat,  oats  and  peas  and  beans 
being  sold  there  by  sample.  Wheat  in  general  weighs  from  56  lbs.  to  63  lbs. ;  oats,  from 
38  lbs.  to  44  lbs.,  and  peas  and  beans,  from  59  lbs.  to  63  lbs.  Imperial,  per  bushel. 

7  October: — John  Kinninmond,  manager  of  the  Kirkcaldy  com  stock  market,  reports, 
that  all  the  erain  Sold  in  said  market  is  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  and  the  oatmeal  by  the 
load  of  280  lbs.  Imperial,  net  weight. 

8  October: — Archibald  Walker,  town  clerk  of  Auchtermuchty,  reports,  that  wheat,  bariev 
and  oats,  in  said  market  are  sold  by  the  quarter.  Imperial  measure,  and  meal  by  the  sack 
of  280  lbs.  weight.  Imperial. 

20  October: — George  Wood,  writer  in  Colinsburgh,  reports,  that  the  practice  in  the 
market  there,  is  to  sell  by  sample,  and  at  so  much  per  Imperial  quarter,  with  reference  to 
the  weight  of  the  Imperial  bushel,  which  is  occasionally  stated  by  the  seller  or  exposer ; 
but  in  general  the  corn  merchant  has  only  to  judge  of  the  weight  from  the  quality  of  the 
sample  produced,  and  the  measure  of  course  is  net. 

-  9  December: — Robert  Douglas,  writer  in  Dunfermline,  reports,  that  until  a  very  recent 
date,  the  practice  in  Dunfermline  has  been  sales  by  sample,  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  for  all 
sorts  of  grain,  excepting  meal,  which  has  been  sold  by  the  bag,  equal  to  two  of  the  old 
bolls.  A  stock  market  has  b^en  established  for  these  few  weeks  past,  where  a  good  deal 
of  business  has  been  done ;  but  it  has  not  altogether  superseded  the  sale  by  sample. 

The  Sheriff  Clerk  further  reports,  that  the  foregoing  is  as  complete  information  as  can  be 
obtained  on  the  subject.  * 

12  December  1833.  Thomas  Horsburgh. 


Forfarshire. 


Corn  and  other  grain  is  never  sold  in  the  districts  of  this  county  by  the  last,  the  load, 
the  coomb,  the  barrel  or  the  sack. 

All  grain  is  generally  sold  in  this  county  by  the  Imperial  quarter  or  bushel,  and  some- 
times, though  seldom,  by  the  Forfarshire  boll.  That  boll  of  barley  and  oats  is  as  nearly  a» 
possible  six  Imperial  bushels.  The  Forfarsliire  boll  of  wheat,  rye,  peas  and  beans  contains, 
€is  nearly  as  may  be,  four  Imperial  bushels. 

Corn  and  other  grain  is  sold  net  in  this  county. 
r  Weight  is  seldom  specified,  but  when  it  is,  it  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  grain,  and  the 
agreement  of  parties. 

15  October  1833.  James  UAmeu 
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Haddingtonshire. 

At  the  public  markets  in  this  county  for  the  sale  of  corn  and  other  grain^  the  same  is  sold 
set,  by  tbe  boll  of  four  Imperial  busbds.  The  purchasers  generally  determine  the  price 
given  by  a  reference  to  the  weight  of  tbe  said  b<dl,  which  varies  according  to  the  quality  of 
tbe  gttiin. 

16  October  1833.  Robert  Siddett,  Shen«  Snh^titnie. 


Invbrness-shirs. 


In  thecovnty  of  Inverness  all  kinds  of  grain  are  sok)  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  though 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  that  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  county,  and  in  small  transae- 
tiofls,  the  okl  meagre  of  the  county  may  not  still  be  occasionaUy  used. 

14  January  1834.  WtUiam  Fraser  TytUiK 

m 


KiNCARDINSSHIBE. 


In  the  greater  and  mote  fertile  part  of  this  country  all  kinds  of  erain  are  now  sold  by  the 
Imperial  quarter,  net  measure;  but, in  two  or  three  parishes  in  the  hilly  or  less  cultivated 
districts  lying  nearest  to  Aberdeenshire,  sales  of  barley,  bear  or  bigg,  and  oats,  continue 
still  to  be  tn^e,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  customary  boll  of  Aberdeenshire  of  four  firlots, 
net  measure,  which  firlot  is  to  the  Imperial  bushel  as  1.6107348  is  to  1. 

In  sales  of  raw  grain  in  this  county  the  weight  does  not  enter  into  consideration  any 
farther  than  as  an  indication  of  the  quality,  and  as  consequently  influencing  the  price,  but 
this  merely  as  any  other  circumstance  of  the  quality  of  the  commodity  naturally  does. 

Oatmeal  is  sold,  all  over  this  county,  by  the  boll  of  140  lbs.  avoirdupois,  and  flour  by  the 
sftck  of  280  lbs.  of  the  same  weight. 

Stonehaven,  1  November  1833.  Hugh  Fulkrton,  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright. 

Corn  and  other  grain,  per  the  Imperial  bushel,  net  measure. 

24  September  1833.  William  Ireland,  Stewart  Substitute. 


Lanarkshirk. 

Wheat  is  sold  by  the  boll  of  four  Imperial  bushels,  or  half  an  English  quarter.  As  the 
general  average  weight  of  wheat  is  60  lbs.  avoirdupois  per  bushel,  it  has  now  become  the 
practice  in  Glasgow  to  weigh  the  boll  of  wheat  240  lbs.  in  place  of  measuring,  and  the  value 
of  the  wheat  is  estimated  by  its  being  a  pound  or  two  per  bushel  more  or  less  than  60  lbs. 

Barley  is  usually  sold  by  the  boll  of  six  Imperial  bushels,  or  three-fourths  of  an  English 
quarter,  and  as  the  general  weight  of  &ir  quality  of  barley  is  about  53  i  lbs.  avoirdupois  per 
bushel,  it  is  now  generally  weighed  320  lbs.  per  boll. 

Oats :  The  principal  supply  of  this  article  is  from  Ireland,  and  these  are  always  sold  by 
the  boll  of  264  lbs.  avoirdupois,  and  invariably  weighed  at  that  rate  from  an  Imperial  bushel, 
weighing,  of  good  quality,  44  lbs.,  and  the  boll  of  measure  being  six  Imperial  bushels.  The 
oats,  the  produce  of  the  county,  are  measured  by  six  Imperial  bushels  per  boll. 

Beans,  and  beans  and  peas  mixed,  are  sold  by  the  boll  of  four  Imperial  bushels. 

Rye :  Almost  none  raised  in  Lanarkshire,  and  any  imported  is  usually  sold  by  the  same 
weight  as  wheat. 

Oatmeal  is  sold  by  the  growers  and  millers  by  the  load  of  280  lbs.  avoirdupois. 

Glasgow,  2  October  1833.  ^^  W.  Robimon,  Sheriff. 


LiNLITHOewSHlRB. 


There  are  only  two  markets  for  the  sale  of  corn  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow,  viz.  Lin- 
lithgow and  Bathgate ;  the  former  is  a  sample  market,  the  latter  a  stock  market,  except  as 
regards  wheat  which  is  sold. 

1.  Linlithgow  Market : 
Wheat  is  sold  by  the  boll  of  four  Imperial  bushlek  >  barley,  by  the  Imperial  quarter;  oats^ 
by  tbe  boll  of  sbc  Imperial  bushels ;  beans,  by  the  boll  of  four  imperial  bushels. 

2.  Bathgate  Market  : 
Wheat  is  sold  by  the  boll  of  six  Imperial  bushels;  barley,  by  the  Imperial  quarter;  oats, 
by  the  boll  of  six  Imperial  bushels;  beans,  by  the  boll  of  four  Imperial  bushels;  all  net 
measure. 

Edinburgh,  11  January  1833.  John  Cay,  Sheriffs 
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Orknby  and  Zetland. 
Orkney : 

The  general  praciice  observed  by  farmers  and  merchants  in  this  district,  in  selling  com 
4md  other  grain,  is  to  dispose  of  it  by  weighty  reckoning  by  the  stone  of  17  ^  lbs.  Imperial, 
and  in  all  cases  the  practice  is  to  sell  by  net  weight. 

In  this  district  there  are  considerable  quantities  of  victual  paid  in  kind  to  the  superiors 
of  the  earldom  and  bishopric  of  Orkney,  as  feu  duties  or  quit  rents,  which  are  deliverable 
by  weights  and  weighing  instruments  peculiar  to  Orkney,  and  supposed  to  be  of  Norwegian 
origin.  The  instruments  used  are  denominated  pundlars  and  bismars,  and  are  constructed 
in  some  degree  upon  the  principle  of  the  ancient  Roman  steelyard.  The  lowest  denomina- 
tion of  weight  ascertainea  upon  these  instruments  is  that  of  a  merk  ;  the  others,  which  are 
multiples  of  it,  are  settings,  meils,  and  lasts,  reckoning  34  merks  to  a  setting,  six  settings 
to  a  meil,  and  24  meils  to  a  last,  upon  the  malt  and  bear  pundlar;  aA^  upon  the  bismar^ 
reckoning  24  merks  to  a  lispound,  and  eight  lispounds  to  tne  barrel.  These  weights  were 
adjusted  before  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  a  jury,  in  pursuance  of  tde  Act  5  Geo.  ^c.  74, 
in  the  year  1826,  and  were  found  to  be  of  the  following  Imperial  avoirdupois  weight 
respectively,  viz.  the  meil  of  malt  on  the  malt  pundlar,  177  lbs.  i2oz.;  the  meit  of  oatmeal 
the  same  weight;  the  meil  of  bear  or  bige  on  the  bear  pundlar,  116 lbs.  170Z. ;  the  merk 
upon  the  bismar,  1  lb.  30Z.  and  I2drs. ;  the  lispound,  29  lbs.  10  oz.  and  i2drs.,  and  the 
barrel,  217  lbs.  6oz.  and  .307  of  an  ounce. 

In  paying  grain  upon  these  rude  instruments,  the  advantage  is  generally  supposed  to  be 
in  favour  of  the  receiver;  consequently  the  quantity  paid  or  delivered  is  somewhat  more 
than  the  net  weight. 

Kirkwall,  4  October  1833.  Oiarles  Shirref,  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Zetland: 

Corn  is  seldom  sold  here,  and  only  in  small  quantities.  When  any  is  sold,  it  is  either 
by  the  pound-weight,  lispound  or  hundred-weight;  the  pound  consisting  of  16  ounces 
avoirdupois,  the  lispound  of  32  such  pounds,  and  the  hundred-weight  of  112. 

Meal,  of  which  we  are  considerable  importers,  (the  grain  produced  in  the  district  being 
barely  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  inhaoitants,)  is  liKCwise  sold  by  the  pound  ;  also  by 
the  peck  of  eight  pounds,  lispound  of  32,  and  boll  of  140 ;  flour,  peas  and  barley,  by  the 
pound,  peck,  lispound  and  hundred-weight.  The  Imperial  bushel  is  known  in  the  district, 
though  scarcely  ever  used. 

I  have  stated  that  the  lispound  is  32  lbs.,  because  it  was  so  fixed  under  authority  of  the 
late  Act  of  Parlianient  for  regulating  weights  and  measures,  and  because  merchants  and 
retailers  allow  no  more  in  the  course  of  their  dealings;  but  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  when 
the  country  people  have  meal  or  the  like  to  dispose  of,  to  exact  36,  or  even  40  lbs.  from 
them,  to  the  lispound,  a  practice  which  I  should  oe  glad  to  see  abolished,  as  in  my  opinion 
iK>th  fraudulent  and  unjust. 

Lerwick,  25  October  1833.  Andrew  Duncan,  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Peebles-shire. 

The  general  custom  or  practice  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  this  county,  is  by  the 
Imperial  bushel  and  quarter,  as  established  by  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74.  This  mode,  on  inquiiy  at 
the  buyers  and  sellers  of  grain,  I  believe  is  universal  in  the  public  markets  in  this  county; 
hvLt  whether  any  different  rule  may  be  adopted  in  private  sales  betwixt  individuals,  I  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining. 

24  September  1833.  J.  Burton,  Sheriff  Substitute. 

Perthshire. 

Corn  and  other  grain  is  sold  by  the  quarter  of  eight  Imperial  bushels.  Oatmeal  by 
weight  and  measure,  both;  i.e.  per  half  sack  or  boll  of  140 lbs.  avoirdupois.  Imperial 
weight. 

2  October  1833.  Dun.  McNeill,  Sheriff. 

RENFREiprSHIRE. 

Grain  of  the  growth  of  this  county  is  all  sold  by  measure;  although  prices  are  of  course 
regulated  by  the  weight  of  the  samples. 

The  measures  are  all  net,  t.  e.  they  are  stricken,  not  heaped. 

The  ancient  local  weights  and  measures,  which  were  inconveniently  diversified  under  the 
former  system,  have  become  more  so  since  the  passing  of  the  statute  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  &c. 
for  ^'establishing  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures.'* 

Wheat,  formerly  sold  by  the  old  standard  boll,  is  now  almost  universally  sold  in  this 
county  by  what  is  called  the  ^'  Imperial  boll,"  (a  novel  and  unauthorized  denomination) 
which  is  a  four  bushel  measure,  or  half  an  Imperial  quarter. 

The  average  weight  of  this  boll  of  good  wheat,  of  county  growth,  is  abont  244  lbs. 
avoirdupois;  that  is,  61  lbs.  avoirdupois  per  Imperial  bushel. 

Barley 
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Barley  and  bear  were  wont  to  be  sold  by  a  peculiar  local  boll  measure,  ascertained  to 
weigh  504 -j^^ lbs.  avoirdupois  of  pure  water  (being  equal  to  6^  Imperial  bushels),  but  are 
DOW  eeuerally  (though  not  universally)  sold  by  a  different  measure  equally  new  and 
unauthorized,  which  is  also  termed  an  ''  Imperial  boU,^  and  which  is  a  six  bushel  measure. 

This  six  bushel  boll  of  good  barley  usually  averages  about  321  lbs.  avoirdupois ;  that  is, 
53  i  ihs.  avoirdupois  per  Imperial  bushel. 

Oats  continue  occasionally  to  b«  sold  by  the  said  ancient  barley  boll  (which,  as  above 
mentioned,  has  been  ascertained  to  weigh  604^1l>s*  avoirdupois  of  pure  water),  but  they 
are  also  very  frequently  sold  by  the  said  six  bushel  boll,  the  average  weight  thereof  being 
about  240  lbs.  avoirdupois,  or  s=  40  lbs.  avoirdupois  per  Imperial  bushel. 

Peas  and  beans  formerly  sold  by  an  ancient  and  peculiar  local  measure,  are  now  almost 
universally  sold  by  the  same  unauthorized  **  Imperial  boll"  by  which  wheat  is  sold ;  viz.  a 
measure  of  four  Imperial  bushels.  This  measure  of  mixed  peas  and  beans  usually  weighs 
about  232  lbs.  avoirdupois,  that  is,  58  lbs.  avoirdupois  per  Imperial  bushel. 

Oatmeal  is  always  sold  by  weight,  140  lbs.  avoirdupois  being  termed  a  boll,  ith  thereof  a 
firlot,  and  ^th  thereof  a  peck.  But  here  also  an  abuse  has  taken  place,  inasmuch  as  retail 
<lealers,  while  they  purchase  hy  the  above  weieht,  being  35  lbs.  avoirdupois  to  the  firlot,  are 
in  use  to  sell  by  a  new  and  arbitrary  firlot,  weiring  only  28  lbs.,  and  the  peck  in  proportion, 
thus  preserving  the  old  name,  while  its  value  is  diminished. 

The  foregoing  statements  refer  to  grain  of  the  growth  of  this  country  ;  but  quantities  of 
Irish  grain  are  imported  at  Greenock  and  other  towns  on  the  Clyde,  particularly  great 
quantities  of  oats,  and  these  are  always  sold  by  avoirdupois  standard  weight. 

Paisley,  g  October  1833.  Alexander  Coinpbell,  Sheriff*  Substitute. 

Ro^BUSGHSHIBE. 

Corn  and  grain  of  all  denominations  is  invariably  sold  in  this  county  by  the  boll  of  six 
Imperial  bushels,  and  the  measure  is  net. 

Jedburgh,  26  September  1833.  John  Elliot,  Sheriff  Substitute. 


Selkirkshire. 


All  corn  or  grain  sold  in  this  county,  viz.  wheat,  oats,  barley,  peas  and  beans,  is  sold  by 
ahe  boll  of  six  Imperial  bushels.     Meal  is  sold  by  the  load  of  280  lbs.,  Imperial. 

27  September  1833.  0.  N.  Wemyss. 


Stirlingshire. 

Corn  and  other  grain  is  sold  in  this  county  by  the  boll,  which  contains  the  number  of 
bushels  annexed  to  respective  grains  after  specified ;  viz. 

Wheat,  peas  and  beans,  each  boll  contains  four  bushels  Imperial  measure ;  barley  and 
oats,  each  boll  contains  six  bushels  Imperial  measure. 

The  weight  of  the  first  quality  of  these  grains  average  as  follows :— Wheat,  244  lbs.  per 
boll,  or  61  lbs.  per  bushel ;  peas,  256  lbs.  per  boll,  or  64  lbs.  per  bushel;  beans,  256  lbs.  per 
boll,  or  64  lbs.  per  bushel ;  barley,  324  lbs.  per  boll,  or  54 lbs.  per  bushel;  oats,  228 lbs.  per 
4>oIl,  or  38  lbs.  per  bushel. 

In  the  two  principal  markets  (Stirling  and  Falkirk)  in  this  county,  the  buyer  aad  seller 
generally,  although  it  cannot  be  said  universally,  have  in  view  the  weight  of  the  grain,  and 
the  seller  in  these  cases  guarantees  the  grain  to  stand  a  certain  weight  per  bushel. 

26  October  1833.  R.  Macdonald,  Sheriff^ 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 


Corn  and  other  grain  is  sold  in  this  county  by  the  new  Imperial  measures,  which  have 
almost  universally  been  adopted.  The  prices  are  sometimes  regulated  by  the  weight  of  the 
grain  per  bushel,  but  as  the  weight  necessarily  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  grain  (which 
is  of  course  very  various),  I  cannot  give  any  precise  information  in  regard  to  this  particular. 

Domock,  27  September  1833.  Thomas  Gordon,  Sheriff*  Substitute. 

Wigtownshire. 

Beans,  peas,  wheat  and  rye  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  or  quarter  of  eight  bushels;  barley, 
bear  and  oats  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  or  boll  of  12  bushels. 

The  weight  of  wheat  per  bushel  is  usually  from  60  lbs.  to  63  lbs.;  barley,  from  50 lbs.  to 
54  lbs. ;  beans,  60  lbs. ;  peas,  58  lbs. ;  rye,  60  lbs. ;  bear  from  47  lbs.  to  50  lbs. ;  oats,  40  lbs. 
The  price,  of  course,  fluctuating  with  the  weight. 

Oatmeal  is  sold  by  the  stone  of  17  i  lbs.,  or  16  st.  per  boll  of  280  lbs.  avoirdupois. 
•  Potatoes  by  the  bushel,  or  boll  of  16  bushels,  the  weight  56  lbs.,  and  these  are  generally 
sold  net. 


30  September  1833.  •  A.  MacdonelL 
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A  RETURN  from  the  Collectoe  or  other  Chief  Officeb  of  the  Customs  at  eadi 
of  the  several  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom^  of  the  Mode  by  which  the  Quantities  of 
Com  Imported  at  such  Port  are  ascertained,  for  the  purpose  of  Levying  aod  CoUectti^ 
the  Daty  imposed  by  the  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c  60^  od  the  diffiereot  kinds  of  Cokb 
Imported. 


KAMS;8 

of 
PORTS. 


The  Mode  by  which  the  Qoantidefl  of  Com  Imported  oe  stcertainedr 
hr  the  porpoie  of  Lei7iDg  and  Coflectbg  die  Dotj  inpoMd  by  the  Act  9  Geo.  d^  e.  d9. 


Ports  ov  Enolani>  : 


London 

- 

By  the  I 

Aldboroogh 

- 

-    -    - 

Arundel 

- 

.    -    - 

Berwick 
Barnstaple  - 
Boston 

.    -    . 

Bridgvrater 

- 

* 

Bridlington 

Bristol 

Cardiff 

- 

-    -    - 

Chepstow  • 
Chiehester  - 

- 

-    «    • 

Clay  . 
Colchester  - 

« 

«    •    * 

Cowes 
Dartmouth 

- 

w    «    «• 

Dover 

Exeter 

- 

-    -    - 

Falmouth    • 

« 

.    .    . 

Ooole 

- 

-    -    - 

Gloucester 

- 

-    -    - 

Grimsby     - 

- 

.    -  '  - 

Harwich     - 
Hull  -        - 

- 

•    •    - 

Ipswich 
Lancaster    - 
Liverpool  - 

- 

•    "    — 

Lyme 
Lynn  - 

- 

.    .    . 

Maldon 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto  - 
ditto, 

ditto  - 

-    ditto  - 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto 

ditto, 
ditto 

ditto, 
ditto 

ditto, 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto 
diUo 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto, 
ditto 

ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto 


ditto, 
ditto 


-    ditto 

0 


-Hie  quantities  ascertained  by  meters  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Coimnon  Council 
of  the  city  of  London. 

Measured  on  board  the  ressd  by  the  landing- 
waiter. 

Measured  hj  the  town  sworn  meters,  mider 
the  inspection  of  the  o£Eicersof  CQsUMBt.(No 
importations  since  the  passing  of  the  Act.) 

Measured  in  presence  otthe  proper  officers. 

The  ouantity  ascertained  by  sworn  meters, 

in  tiie  presence  of  a  tidewaiter. 
The  quantity  ascertained  by  the  swora  meter 

appointed  bv  the  corporation,  under  tbe 

inspection  of  a  landing-waiter. 


Measured  on  board  in  presence  of  the  proper 
officers. 

Measured  by  a  sworn  meter,  and  account 
kept  by  a  tidewaiter. 

Measured  under,  the  soperviskoD  of  the  kad- 
ing  officers. 

Quantities  ascertained  by  measaren  appointed 
by  tbe  corporation,  under  tbe  snpervisioa 
of  the  land  my- waiters. 

Measured  by  a  sworn  meter. 

Measured  by  tbe  sworn  town  meter,  ander 
the  inspection  of  the  proper  officers  of  cus- 
toms. 

Measured  bv  the  officers  of  customs.  (No 
established  com  meters  at  this  povu) 

Measured  by  an  ordinary  meter,  under  the 
sii|)erintendence  of  the  customs'  officers. 

Measured  by  a  labourer,  under  the  inspeciion 
of  a  tidewaiter,  and  the  occasional  super- 
vision of  a  fauding-waiter. 

Quantities  ascertained  by  established  tide- 
waiters,  who  act  as  meters. 

Measured  by  a  sworn  meter  in  presence  of  an 
officer  of  customs. 


Measured  in  the  liokl  of  the  vessel  into  sacks 
of  four  bushels  each,  which  are  tallied  on  the 
quay ;  frequently  remei»ured  by  the  land- 
ing-waiter, and  checked  by  the  surveyor. 

Measured  on  board  the  ship  by  a  sworn  cor- 

1)oration  meter,  under  the  supervision  of  tbe 
anding-waiter. 
Measured  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
proper  officers. 
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Tke  Mod«  bj  wkich  the  QoBotitiat  of  Com  Imported  are  ascertained, 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  LcTjinf  and  Collecting  the  Doty  impofed  bj  the  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60. 


Ports  op  England — continued. 


Milford       - 

Newcastle  - 
Ifewhayen  - 


Newport 

Penzance 
Plymouth 


Poole 


Portsmouth 


Ramsgate  - 


Rochester  • 

Rye    - 

Scarboroagh 
Scilly 
St.  Ives 
Southampton 

Southwold 
Stockton     - 
Sunderland 
Swansea 

Wells 


Weymouth 


Whitby      - 
Whitehaven 


Wisbech 


By  the  Imperial  bushel. — Measured  by  a  sworn  paeter  in  the  presence 

of  a  landing  and  tidewaiter. 
-.    -  Filled  by  a  sworn  meter. 

-  -  Measured  by  a  meter  in  the  ship,  under  the 
immediate  inspection  of  a  tidewaiter^  and 
subject  to  the  occasional  control  of  a  land- 
ing waiter  and  landing  surveyor. 

-  -  Measured  under  the  supervision  of  the  tide- 
Waiter  and  landing  waiter. 


-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 


ditto 


ditto, 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto    - 
ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto    - 

ditto. 
ditt«    - 
ditto.  . 
ditto    - 

ditto    - 
ditto    - 


ditto, 
ditto 


ditto 


Wood  bridge 
YaMDouth  - 

- 

-    .    - 

dj^to. 
ditto 

Ports  of 

Scotland : 

Aberdeen    - 
Air     - 

- 

•    •    - 

ditto, 
ditto 

Borrowstoness 
Dumfries    - 
Dundee 

- 

-    -    - 

diuo. 
ditto, 
ditto 

Crlasgow  '  - 
Grangemouth 

- 

-    .    - 

ditto 
ditto 

Oreenock    - 

- 

-    -    . 

ditto 

Measured  in  the  hold  of  the  ship  in  presence 
of  a  tidewaiter,  and  certified  by  a  sworn 
meter. 

Measured  by  a  sworn  meter  appointed  by  the 
corporation,  but  under  the  inspection  of  the 
officers  of  customs. 

Measured  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  in  presence 
of  the  officers  of  customs,  and  certified  by 
a  sworn  meter. 

Measured  by  persons  employed  by  the  mer- 
chant, in  presence  of  the'  officers  of  cus- 
toms. 

Measured  and  certified  by  a  sworn  meter,  in 
presence  of  a  tidewaiter. 


Measured  by  sworn  meters  appointed  by  the 
corporation. 

Measured  by  the  proper  officers. 

Measured  in  the  presence  of  the  landing 
waiter. 

Measured  by  tidewaiters  placed  on  board  the 
vessels,  and  charging  the  duty  upon  the 
number  of  Quarters  delivered  by  them. 
Measured  and  certified  by  a  sworn  meter  ap- 
pointed by  the  corporation,  and  in  presence 
of  a  landing  waiter. 

Cora' when  imported  in  bulk  is  all  measured, 
but  when  in  sacks,  the  contents  of  one  in 
ten  only  is  ascertained,  and  the  remainder, 
if  apparently  of  the  same  size,  computed 
therefrom. 

Measured  by  the  proper  landing  officers  of 
customs. 

Measured  by  the  sworn  meters  appointed  by 
the  corporation. 


Measured  on  board  the  vessel  by  the  mer- 
chant's porters,  under  superintendence  of 
the  discharging  officers  of  customs. 

Measured  by  quali|fd  meters  under  the  in- 
spection of  customs'  officers. 

Measured  in  presence  of  a  landing  waiter. 

Measured  by  the  proper  officers  stationed  on 
the  importing  vessel^ 

Measured  on  delivery  from  the  importing  ship 
in  the  presence  of  the  proper  officers. 
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The  MoHe  by  which  the  Qaantitiet  of  Corn  Imported  are  ascertained, 
for  the  pnrpote  of  Levjiiig  and  Collecting  the  Duty  imposed  by  the  Act  9  Geo,  4»  c.  60. 


PoBTs  OF  Scotland — continued. 


IrviDe 

Kirkaldy     - 
Leith 

- 

By  the  Imperial  bushel, 

-  -    -    ditto, 

-  -    -    ditto    -    -    - 

Montrose    - 

- 

-    -    -    ditto    -    -    . 

Port  Glasgow 

- 

• 
-    -    -    ditto. 

Ports  op 

Ibeland : 

Belfast        - 
Coleraine    - 

- 

-  -    -    ditto. 

-  -    -    ditto    - 

Cork 

Drogbeda  - 
Dublin 
Dundalk 
Limerick     - 
Londonderry 
Newry 
Waierford  - 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


Measured  by  a  sworn  meter  in  preseace  of  a 
tidewaiter,  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  landing  waiter  and  landing  surveyor. 

Measured  by  common  corti  measurers  in  pre- 
sence of  the  tidewaiter,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  the  landing  waiter. 


If  in  bulkj  the  quantity  ascertained  by  actual 
admeasurement  of  the  whole ;  if  in  bap,  bj 
measurement  of  a  number  of  ban  sefeetei 
by  the  discharging  officer,  calctdating  the 
cargo  on  the  result. 


Note, — ^The  foregoing  statement  is  compiled  from  special  Returns  transmitted  from  the 
various  ports  of  the  kingdom  by  the  local  officers  of  customs. 


Inspector-general's  Office^l 

Custom  House,  London,   > 

9  October  1833.        J 


R.  D.  Woodijyd. 
Assistant  Inspector-general 
of  Imports  and  Exports. 


Pari.  Papers, 
Ses3.  1834, 
No.  105. 


—  No.  3.  — 

RULE  for  the  Conversion  of  Imperial  Quantity  and  Price  into  Winchester  Measure, 
and  vice  vend;  given  by  Mr.  Jacob  to  the  Inspectors  of  Com  Returns ;  and  referred  to 
in  Question  2707  of  his  Evidence. 


Quantity :         ^ 
To  convert  Imperial  into  Winchester  you  divide  by  31,  and  add  the  quotient.    * 
To  convert  Winchester  into  Imperial  you  divide  by  32,  and  subtract  the  quotient. 

Price : 
To  convert  Winchester  price  into  Imperial  you  divide  by  31,  and  add  the  quotieat. 
To  convert  Imperial  into  Winchester  you  divide  by  32,  and  subtract  the  quotient.. 

9  KeUy. 
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—  No.  4.— 

SCALE  of  Weights  per  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4.  Pari.  Papers, 

Sew.  1834, 
The  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  directs  that  the  following  weights  shall  be  equal  to  No.  105. 

Wheat  Barlej.  Oats.  Rye.  Beam.  Peas. 

A  Winchester  bushel : — 57  lbs.    -    4911)8.    -    38  lbs.    -     55  lbs.    -       —       -       - 
Imperial  bushel     -    -    59  lbs.    -    51  lbs.    -    39  lbs.    -    57  lbs.    -    63  lbs.    -    64  lbs. 


Weights  for  the  Regolatioii  of  the  several  kinds  of  Grain  charged  with  Duty  at  the 

Custom  House : 

392  lbs.  of  Flour  or  Wheat-meal    .    -    -    -^ 

384  lbs.  of  Barley-meal    --------,      . 

iJlbs-ofRye^eal I  Eciual  to  one  quarter 

384lhs.ofB4nHneal j     I°^penal  measure. 

i76Ibs.  of  Oatpjneal   --------J 

Com  Department,!  Wm.  Jacob, 

Board  of  Trade.  J  Comptroller. 


—  No.  5.  — 

RETURN,  showing  the  Principle  upon  which  Contracts  for  Grain  are  made  for  the     ParL  Papers, 
Navy,  whether  by  Weight  or  Measure,  or  a  Combination  of  both.  Sess.  1834, 


No.  106. 


Wheat  is  the  only  Grain  which  is  at  present  required  for  the  Navy.  It  is  purchased  by 
public  contract  at  the  lowest  price  offered,  if  fit  for  the  service,  from  samples  produced  with 
the  tenders.  Each  bushel  is  required  to  weigh  at  least  60 lbs.;  and  all  excess  beyond  that 
weight  is  paid  for  at  the  cofitractine  price. 

Previously  to  November  1832,  all  wheat  purchased  for  the  Navy  was  required  to  weigh 
not  less  than  60  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  none  was  received  that  weighed  either  more  or  less 
than  that  weight.  The  consequence  was,  that  scarcely  any  of  the  samples  tendered  were 
pure,  because  wheat  of  various  qualities  was  invariably  mixed,  to  bring  it  to  the  prescribed 
weight. 

For  the  purpose  of  insuring  pure  and  unmixed  samples,  the  principle  was  laid  down  in 
November  1832,  that  no  wheat  weighing  less  than  60  lbs.  per  bushel  should  be  received, 
but  that  samples  the  nearest  to  that  weight,  although  exceeding  60  lbs.,  might  be  selected^ 
in  which  case  the  overweight  was  to  be  paid  for  at  the  contract  price. 

The  result  has  been,  tlmt  tlie  weiglft  per  bushel  of  wheat  purchased  for  the  supply  of 
Deptford  Victualling  Yard,  in  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  averaged 
about  61  i  lbs.  per  bushel;  that  the  produce  in  biscuit  meal  has  been  increased  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  proportion  to  the  increased*  weight,  and  that  the  quality  of  the  biscuit  has 
been  materially  improved. — 14  March  1834. 

Admiralty,    1  James  Meek, 

3  March  1834.J  Comptroller  for  Victualling  and  Transport  Services. 


—  No.  6.  — 

RETURN,  showing  the  Principle  upon  which  Contracts  for  Oats  are  made  by  the       Parl.  Papers, 
Commissariat,  whether  by  Weight  or  Measure,  or  a  Combination  of  both.  Sess.  1834, 


Th£  Oats  provided  under  contract  by  the  Commissariat  Department,  for  the  use  of 
His  Majesty's  artillery  and  cavalry  horses,  arc  paid  for  at  a  certain  price  per  100  lbs. 
avoirdupois  weight;  and  it  is  stipulated  that  they  shall  not  weigh  less  than  38 lbs.  per 
Imperial  bushel. 

In  the  contracts  for  oats  purchased  for  foreign  stations,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  weight 
shall  not  be  less  than  40  lbs.  per  bushel. 

The  con^bined  principle  of  buying  by  weight  and  measure  is  adopted,  as  affording  the 
best  test  of  the  quality  as  well  as  of  the  quantity  of  the  oats. 

Commissariat  Department,^ 

Treasury  Chambers,       I  W.  SargeiU. 

1  March  1834.  J 
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—  No.  7.  — 
STATEMENT  referred  to  in  Mr.  Oillespy's  EvideDce  of  26  JuDe,  Qaestion  2930. 


The  coalmeters'  oflBce  was  established  by  tbe  volantary  agreement  of  the  boy  en  and 
factors  on  the  coal  market/ on  the  1st  January  1832. 

It  is  under  the  management  of  a  committee  of  18  persons  (buyers  and  factors),  nine  of 
each  branch  chosen  annually. 

Their  first  establishment  was  120  regular  meters,  and  an  extra  number  of  10  more;  bot 
there  are  now  30  extras,  making  in  all  150  meters. 

The  average  rate  of  working  is  49  tons  of  coal  per  day ;  and  they  are  paid  2  J.  per  ton 
for  their  labour  on  what  they  do* 

If  kept  longer,  they  receive  baulk  day  or  detention  money  6s.  per  day. 

If  sent  in  the  country,  they  receive 4«.  per  day  at  Bow  Creek  or  Woolwich,  or  6$.  pw 
day  at  any  other  lower  part  of  the  river,  for  extra  or  travelling  expenses. 

They  are  also  paid  25.  per  ship  for  the  giving  certificates  of  the  quantity,  quality.  8cc. 
of  the  coals. 

In  the  year  1832,  tbe  meters  averaged  for  their  work  for  the  year  -  £.  114  14  10 
In  1833      -----------      110    4    2 

Besides  which,  the  extra  receipts  would  be  between  5/.  and  10 /•  each. 

The  rules  they  are  under,  and  copy  of  the  certificates  they  give,  accompany  this. 

In  the  year  1832,  there  passed  through  the  office,  6^520  ships,  with  1,871,603!  toos. 
In  1833 6,853  *»P«»  ^'^^  i>P93>525i^<M»* 

The  average  size  in  1832  was         -        -        -    287  tons  each  ship. 
In  1833      -        -        -        -    ^76  tons        — 

The  shoot  holds  2  )  cwt.,  and  is  filled  eight  times  to  make  the  ton ;  and  about  14  tons  per 
hour,  including  the  shifting  the  craft,  is  about  the  average  rate  of  working.  This  is  112 
times  filling  the  shoot  in  an  hour :  but  on  emergency,  171!  tons,  or  140  times  in  the  hoor, 
has  been  wrought. 

A  meter  can  thus  do  his  49  tons  in  between  three  and  four  hours,  and  turns  the  shoot 
392  times. 

In  a  winter's  day,  when  coals  may  be  wanted,  oouble  is  frequently  done,  say  98  tons, 
or  784  times  turning  the  shoot. 

In  summer  a  triple  day's  work  has  been  done,  say  147  tons,  or  1,176  times  emptying  the 
shoot. 

Two  separate  accounts  of  the  work  done  in  this  month  are  annexed. 

Though  there  are  but  150  meters  employed,  there  are  200  beams,  weights  and  shoots 
kept  ready  for  service.  In  the  year  1832  these  delivered,  on  an  average,  near  33  ships 
of  287  tons,  or  were  filled  2,300  times  each  ship,  or  per  year,  75,900  times.  In  the  year 
1833,  34  i  ships  each,  or  75,900  times,  besides  being  transported  to  and  from  the  shore,  at 
an  expense  of  1  s.6d.  each  shipment. 

The  shoots  in  use  at  present  are  expected  to  last  three  years ;  they  were  contracted  for 
at  4/.  each,  prime  cost;  and  the  first  year's  repairs  (by  contract  also),  at  15s.  each;  the 
second  1/.  each,  and  possibly  the  next  may  be  a  little  more. 

The  beams,  weights,  &c.  cost  6/.  31.  each,  and  the  contract  for  repair  of  the  beams  b 
12  5.  each ;  it  is  anticipated  they  may  last  10  to  14  years;  and,  with  some  Utile  aUowaoce 
for  loss  or  breakage,  the  weights  may  be  expected  to  last  the  same  period. 

The  charge  made  by  the  office  for  the  meters,  weights,  shoots,  &c.  is  3c^.  per  ton  on  the 
quantity  delivered,  and  this  charge  is  divided  between  the  buyer  and  seller. 

The  detention  money  (when  it  occurs)  is  charged  to  the  party  causing  it. 
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DOCUMENTS  relaUve  to  the  ship  Eliza. 


Entered  16  June  1834.1 
No.  2,682.  / 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Coalmeters'  OfSce. 

Coal  Market,  16  June  1834. 
The  ship  Eliza,  John  Usher  master,  from  Newcastle,  laden  with  349  tons  of  Peareth 
Wallsend  coals,  having  been  sold  to  the  buyer  named  in  the  turn  paper  herewith  deliv^ed 
in,  yon  will  appoint  a  meter  to  weigh  out  the  cargo. 

(Copy)  For  R.  8^  R.  Brown,  Factors. 

Pound.  J*  C.  Griffith.  229 


London,  16  June,  1834. 

To  the  Meter  appointed  to  weigh  the  Cargo  in  the  ship  Eliza,  of  which  John  Usher  is 

master. 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  bought  of  R.  &  R.  Brown,  factors,  a  cargo  of  coals  in  the 
ship  Eliza,  of  which  John  Usher  is  master  (certified  to  be  Peareth  Wallsend  coals,  and  to 
weigh  349  tons),  and  to  be  worked  at  the  rate  of  49  tons  per  working  day  ;  we  hereby  direct 
and  require  you  to  work  the  said  cargo,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  us,  according  to  the 
several  turns  set  opposite  to  our  respective  signatures  ;  but  the  party  whose  turn  shall  hap- 

|)en  to  be  the  last,  is  to  have  delivered  to  him  the  full  residue  of  the  cargo,  be  the  same  more  or 
ess,  though  he  is  not  to  be  bound  to  take  any  way-coals  or  sweepings  of  the  ship,  exceptine 
the  excess  beyond  seven-and-a-half  cwt.  And  we  also  direct  and  require  you  not  to  weigh 
a  less  quantity  than  seven  tons,  or  some  multiple  of  seven  tons,  into  any  barge,  unless  to 
make  up  the  particular  working  of  any  of  us,  or  to  clear  the  ship.  With  leave  to  work  oat 
of  turn* 


Toms  of  Working. 

BUYERS'  SIGNATURES. 

Namber  of  Tons  to  be  taken 
bj  each  Buyer. 

1st  ^ 
2d& 

4tb& 
5tb& 

To  deliver  in   the  Regent's  Canal,  for  the 
Imperial  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company. 

J.  Duke; 

all. 

& 
& 
& 
& 
& 

(We  certify  the  above  to  be  correct.) 

For  R.  65  12.  Brown,  Factors. 

J.  C  Griffith.  229 


Shipmeter's  Certificate.   From  the  Coalmeters'  Office,  for  the  supply  of  ^    official  Seal  for   \ 
Standard  Weights  and  Scales,  for  the  Delivery  of  Colliers.  Vpreventtouof  Fnad.y 

No.  8. 

cd       I>  Phineas  Pound,  certify  that  I  have  delivered  from  on  board  the  Eliza,  John  Usher 
^   master,  from  the  port  of  Newcastle,  Peareth  Wallsend  coals, 

K  Seventy-four  tons  five                           cwt.  coals. 

O  In  the  room  No.  1  tons  arid  cwt. 

Eq  In  the  room  No.  2  ,                                     tons  and  cwt. 

g^  In  the  room  No.  3  :^                                     tons  an4  cwt. 

C  In  the  room  No.  4  pq                                     tons  and  cwt. 

^  In  the  room  No.  5  ^                                     tons  and  cwt. 

S  In  the  room  No.  6  ^                                      tons  and  cwt 

^  In  the  room  No.  7  tons  and  cwt. 

2  Reckoning  the  number  of  the  said  room  from  the  head  to  the  stern  of  the  barge  called 
the  Columbus,  No.  97,  Joseph  Tomlin,  lighterman ;  on  account  of  the  Imperial  Gas 
Light  and  Coke  Company. 

(A  Copy.)  Phineas  Pound,  Official  Meter. 

(Witness.) ,  Master.       ^ 

Port  of  London,  the  19th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1834.  • 
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SHIPMETER'S  DELIVERY  BILL. 


COPY  of  the  respective  Entries  from  the  Book  of  Phineas  Pound,  Meter,  of  the  DeliTerr  of  the  Skip  ESufUtf 
Join  Usker  is  Master,  from  Nencattk,  ladea  with  Peareth  WaUsend  Coals,  cleared  this  igth  dar  of  Jg^  u, 
R.  Sf  R.  BrvKH,  Factors.  *♦' 


Date 
and  NttiDb 

er  of 
6cate. 

FlnfBujtn. 

Sacood 

Biijen 

or 

Aoooontert. 

Name 

and  Nsiaber  of 

the  Craft. 

Roomf  in  the  Craft,  and  Qoantitjof  Coib 
in  each,  reckoning  from  Head  to  Sleni. 

TfbiDe&Q^ 

Ship's  Certi 

1. 

t. 

3. 

4.       5.       «. 

7. 

June  17 

1 

-  For  the  Im^ 
Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Companj. 

JafDuke 

James  Bull 

Sarah    -  97 

Tim. 

Tm». 

Tim. 

1 
Tons.  Tou, 

bulk     - 

r«iu. 

Tm, 

rM(k 
56- 

—     - 

2 

Ditto 

. 

ditto 

Carolme,  97 

- 

- 

- 

bulk     - 

1 

- 

- 

j8. 

—     18 

3 

4 
5 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

;  : 

ditto 
ditto 
Jo8.  Tomlin 

Caroline,  97 
Emma    -  97 
Joseph  -  97 

— 

- 

bulk     . 
bulk     . 
bulk     - 

- 

- 

63- 
42- 

—     19 

6 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

*         * 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Joseph  -97 
Duke     -  97 
Columbus,97 

■■ 

- 

bulk     . 
bulk     . 
bulk     . 

- 

- 

133- 

U- 
56. 

745 

1 ^\ 

I 
W.W. 

7i 

(A  Copy.) 


Pkimat  Fmmi,  Uttv. 


Date. 

Went 

on 
Board. 

Waited 

tin 

Forwbon. 

IJeiivercd* 

Stopped 

agau 
from,  tilt 

^wkook 

Total 
Delivered. 

Went 

OB 

Siw« 

NaliiTa 

1834: 
June  17 

—  18 

—  19 

8 

5 
5 

10 

For  the  ship 

Craft  onboard 
Ditto 

T(m,  Cwt. 

- 

m                     m 

Tom.  Cwt. 

ToM.Cvt. 

Ss    - 

»33    - 

»44    5 

6 

5 
7 

.  -  Rrlfcl»! 

Ditun 
Ckani 

1 

361  s 

Ship  in  the  Regent's  CaaaL 

PhmeuFcui,  Mew. 

Regulations  to  be  strictly  conformed  to  by  Shipmeters. 

1 .  Meters,  when  nnappointed,  are  to  attend  at  tbe  OKiers'  office  with  their  aooooats, 
or  for  re-appointment  to  ships,  daily, 

At  Nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Twelve  o'clock  at  noon, 
A  quarter  past  three  in  the  afternoon ; 

Add,  provided  there  is  a  meter's  list,  at 

A  quarter  past  six  in  the  evening. 

2.  No  meter  is  to  absent  Himself,  either  from  the  office  or  from  the  ship  to  which  he  his 
been  appointed,  without  leave  of  the  shipping  clerk,  except  in  case  ot  illness,  of  wh'ch 
early  notice  must  be  given  at  the  office.  When  leave  of  absence  is  obtained,  he  must  not 
quit  his  ship  until  another  meter  arrives  to  relieve  him. 

3.  No  meter  shall  depute  any  other  meter  or  person  to  do  bis  duty  for  him;  or  weigh 
any  coals  except  from  those  ships  which  are  entered  at  the  meters'  office;  or  use  aoy  oiher 
beams,  weights  or  scales,  than  those  belonging  to  this  office.  ^ 

4.  Every  meter  when  appointed  to  a  ship,  must  attend  on  board  thereof  from  seven  o'dod* 
in  the  morning  nntil  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  during  the  months  of  February,  March, 
April/May,  Jone,  July,  August,  September  and  October;  and  from  seven  o'clock  ioihc 
^orning  uniil  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  months  of  November,  December 
and  January,  unless  informed  by  the  lighterman  that  no  more  coals  will  be  taken  on  that, 
or  some  other  particular  day. 
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5.  Meters  are  empowered  to  work  from  sanriae  to  sunset,  from  the  1st  of  March  to  the 
^oth  of  September,  inclasiye,  and  from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  in  the  months  of  October  and  February,  if  required  so  to  do. 

6.  No  meter  shall  deliver  any  coal,  culm  or  cinders  contrary  to  the  turn  paper  delivered 
to  him,  unless  the  consent  of  the  buyersor  their  agents,  whose  turn  it  is  to  load,  according 
to  the  said  turn  paper,  shall  have  been  first  signified  to  him  in  writing ;  and  no  meter  shaU 
permit  any  coals  to  be  unfairly  worked. 

7.  No  meter  shall  deliver  into  any  barge,  or  room  of  a  barge,  a  less  quantity  than  seven 
tons,  oreny  other  quantity  than  some  multiple  of  seven  tons,  unless  it  be  to  finish  the  par- 
ticular working  of  some  buyer,  or  to  clear  the  ship. — Nor  shall  he  deliver  any  coals  mto 
any  room  of  a  barge  having  coals  in  it,  or  into  any  open  barge,  unless  kept  separate  from 
any  coals  therein,  except  it  be  to  make  up  to  seven  tons,  or  some  multiple  thereof,  coals  of 
the  same  name  and  description  as  those  which  he  is  delivering,  the  certificate  of  which 
shall  be  shown  to  him  previous  to  his  so  doing ;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  lighterman 
or  other  person  refuses  to  take  the  quantity  of  seven  tons,  or  some  multiple  thereof,  then 
the  meter  shall  noi  give  any  certificate  for  such  quantity,  not  being  seven  l^s,  or  some 
multiple  of  it,  except  it  be  to  finish  a  particular  working  of  some  buyer,  or  to  clear  the 
ship.  The  above  rule  not  to  apply  to  canal  or  monkey  boats,  worked  in  pairs,  for  which 
a  special  certificate  shall  be  given  according  to  the  form  posted  in  the  shipping  office. 

0.  Meters  are  to  give  certificates  gratuitously  of  all  coal,  culm  or  cinders  delivered  in 
conformity  with  the  preceding  regulations,  wheu  required  so  to  do;  the  same  to  bean 
office  certificate,  in  which  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  article  delivered,  with  the  buyer's 
name  or  names,  shall  be  set  forth  in  words  at  length,  a  complete  copy  of  which  shall  be 
entered  in  the  margin  of  the  certificate  book ;  the  certificates  given  by  the  meters  to  be 
witnessed  by  the  master  or  mate  of  the  ships. 

9.  Meters  are  to  leave  on  board  ship,  and  not  to  weigh  to  the  buyer  (unless  required)  the 
sweepings  and  way-coals  in  the  clearing  of  a  cargo,  provided  the  quantity  so  left  does  not 
exceed  seven  and  a  half  hundred  weight,  and  not  to  allow  large  coals  to  be  picked  out  for 
the  ships'  use,  but  that  any  quantity,  if  left,  shall  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole  cargo. 

10.  Every  meter,  on  the  delivery  of  any  quantity  of  coal,  cuUn  or  cinders^  must  imme* 
diately  make  an  entry  thereof  in  the  book  furnished  to  him  from  the  office,  and  not  in  any 
other  book  or  paper. 

11.  Meters,  when  required,  must  exhibit  the  turn  paper  to  the  master  and  mate  of  the 
ship  they  are  appointed  to  deliver,  and  to  any  person  applying  for  a  part  of  the  cargo,  and 
xetam  the  same  to  the  office,  with  their  account  of  the  delivery* 

12.  If  any  meter  be  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  is  forthwith  to  leave  the 
^ip,  and  report  the  circumstances  to  the  shipping  clerk. 

13.  Every  meter  shall  deliver  his  short  bill  at  the  office,  within  two  hours  after  the 
delivery  of  the  cargo  of  any  vessel  above  Greenwich,  and  his  other  papers  as  soon  as 
possible. 

14.  No  meter  shall  be  engaged  in  any  branch  of  the  coal  trade,  or  be  concerned,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  any  public-house,  wine,  spirit  or  beer  business. 

15.  Every  meter  shall  diligently,  faiilifully,  and  impartially  do  his  duty,  favouring  neither 
buyer  nor  seller.  And  if  any  shall  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  to  have 
received  either  bribe,  fee  or  reward,  he  shall  be  peremptorily  dismissed;  and  if  lie  be  proved 
to  have  given  too  much  or  too  little  weight,  or  in  any  otner  manner  tp  have  misbehaved^ 
he  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  by  dismissal,  fine,  suspension  or 
reprimand. 

16.  Every  meter  shall,  if  required,  make  out  and  deliver  to  any  buyer  or  buyers,  a 
general  bill  or  account  of  coals  delivered  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  on  the  account  of  any 
such  buyer  or  buyers ;  and  for  the  making  out  of  each  and  every  such  bill  or  account,  the 
following  rate  or  charge  may  be  made,  and  no  more : — the  sum  of  3c/.  if  the  quantity  sped* 
fied  in  the  bill  or  account  be  less  than  50  tons;  the  sum  of  6  dL  if  it  be  50  tons  and  under 
100  tons;  the  sum  of  gd.  if  it  be  100  tons  and  under  doo  tons ;  and  if  it  be  200  tons,  or 
any  larger  quantity,  the  sum  of  l  s. 

17.  That  the  meter  who  clears  the  ship  must  state  in  the  front  of  the  short  bill,  the  fac- 
tor's note,  and  the  back  of  the  long  bill,  full  particulars  of  baulked  days  and  travelling 
expenses  to  which  himself  or  any  other  meter  is  entitled.  Any  meter  neglecting  the  same 
will  lose  all  claim  thereto. 

18.  Every  meter  to  deliver  to  the  captain  or  mate  of  the  ship,  to  which  he  is  appointed, 
the  printed  notice,  respecting  the  ship's  responsibility  for  the  proper  care  of  the  weights 
and  scales.  

1,  having  been  appointed  a  ship  coalmeter,  do  hereby 
promise  and  declare,  that  1  will  conform  to  the  foregoing  regulations,  and  that  I  will  strictly 
obey  all  other  orders  and  regulalious  which  may  be  made  by  the  committee  appointed  from 
time  to  time  for  conducting  the  t)u&iness  of  the  meters' office. 

Loudon,  1834* 

Witness,.        ; 

Gentlemen,  Coalmeters'  Office,  London,  21  May  1834. 

I  am  directed  by  the  committee  for  appointing  coal  weighers,  to  hand  you  the  enclosed 
copy  of  the  certificates  used  by  their  weighers,  and  delivered  gratuitously  with  all  coals 
0.^6.  i  3  weighed 
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weighed  by  them;  and  to  inform  you  that  none  others  are  the  genuine  certificates  of  this 
office^  except  such  as  have  their  water  mark,  and  are  signed  by  the  person  whose  iiante  is 
stamped  on  the  back. 

1  am  further  directed  to  state,  that  the  committee  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  take  this 
step,  as  certificates  in  imitation  of  the  enclosed  have  been  put  forth  by  interested  parties. 
I  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  GiUespy,  Secretary. 


DOCUMENTS  relative  to  the  ship  Asia. 


Entered  9  Jime  1834.I 
No.  2,547.         J 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Coahneters'  Office. 

•  Coal  Market,  June  g,  1834. 

The  ship  Asia,  W.  Miller  master,  from  Newcastle,  laden  with  424  tons  of  Adair's  Main 
coals,  having  been  sold  to  the  buyer  named  in  the  turn  paper  herewith  delivered  in,  you  wiH 
appoint  a  meter  to  weigh  out  the  cargo. 

(Copy.)  For  Burton  4r  Bentley,  Factors, 

Co:r.  C.  Bichardson.  159 


London,  June  g,  1834. 
To  the  Meter  appointed  to  weigh  the  Cargo  in  the  Ship  Asia,  of  which  W.  Miller  is  Mast^. 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  bought  of  Burton  &  Bentley,  factors,  a  carco  of  coals  in  the 
ship  Asia,  of  which  W.  Miller  is  master,  (certified  to  be  Adair's  Mam  co^s,  and  to  weigb 
424  tons),  and  to  be  worked  at  the  rate  of  4g  tons  p^r  working  day;  we  hereby  direct  and 
require  you  to  woA  the  said  cargo,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  us,  according  to  the  seveial 
turns  set  opposite  to  our  respective  signatures ;  but  the  party  whose  tiim  shul  happen  to  be 
the  last,  is  to  have  delivered  to  him  the  full  residue  of  tne  cargo,  be  the  same  more  or  less^ 
though  he  is  not  to  be  bound  to  take  any  way-coal^  or  sweepings  of  the  ship,  exceptii^  the 
excess  beyond  seven*and-a-half  cwt.  And  we  also  direct  and  recjuire  you  not  to  wei^  a 
less  quantity  than  seven  tons,  or  some  multiple  of  seven  tons,  into  any  barge,  unless  to 
make  up  the  particular  working  of  any  of  us,  or  to  clear  the  ship. 


Turns  of  Working. 

BUYERS'  SIGNATURES. 

NaadMT  of  Tons  to  be  t^ca 
by  CMh  Bojer. 

I8t& 

4th  & 
5th  & 

Chapman  &  Woodyear; 
aU. 

& 

& 
& 
& 

& 

(A  Copy.)        We  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

For  Burton  Sf  BeniUy,  Factors, 

C  Richardson.  159 


Shipmeter's  Certificate.    From  the  Coalmeter's  Office,  for  the  supply  of  /    oficbl  Sed  for   \ 
Standard  Weights  and  Scales,  for  the  Delivery  of  Colliers.  yptcremiott  of  Fnurf./ 

No.  15. 

I,  John  Thomas  Cox,  oertify  that  I  have  delivered  from  on  board  the  Asia,  William 
§   Miller,  master,  from  the  port  of  Newcastle,  Adair's  Main  coals, 

g  Thirty-five  tons  cwt.  coals. 

Q  In  the  room  No.  1  Seven  tons  and  cwt 

^  In  the  room  No.  2  Seven  tons  and  cwt. 

^  In  the  room  No.  3  Seven  tons  and  cwt. 

pq  In  the  room  No.  4  Seven  tons  and  cwt 

H  In  the  room  No.  5  Seven  tons  and  cwt. 

g  In  the  room  No.  6  tons  and  cwt. 

h3  In  the  room  No.  7  tons  and  cwt. 

Q    Reckoning  the  number  of  the  said  room  from  the  head  to  the  stern  of  the  barge  called 
O   the  Mary  Ann,  No.  305,  Frederick  Henderson,  lighterman,  on  account  of  -Cnapman 
&Co. 

(Copy.)  John  Thomas  Cox,  Official  Meter. 

(Witness.)  ^,  Master. 

Port  of  London,  the  14th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1834. 

SHIPMETER'S 
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SHIPMETER'S  DELIVERY  BILL. 


Zapy  of  the  respective  Entries  firom  the  Book  of  John  nomat  Cox,  Meter,  of  the  Delivery  of  the  Ship  Atia,  whereof 
tviOiam  Miller  is  Master,  from  Nemeatth,  laden  with  Adair's  Main  Coab,  deared  this  13th  day  of  June  1834; 
Bvrtoa  8f  Bentky,  Factors. 


Date 
ind  Number  of 

First  Buyers. 

4 

Second  Bojers 

or 
Accountants. 

• 
Lighterman. 

Name 

and  Number  of 

the  Craft. 

Rooms  in  the  Craft,  and  Quantity  of  Coals 
ill  each,  reckoning  from  Head  to  Stem. 

Total 

lip'ft  Certificate. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Delivered. 

1B34; 
one  10 

1 
a 
3 

4 

Chapman&Co. 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto      . 

-  ditto      - 

Mr.  Ungle- 

F.Henderson 
John  Ungle 
F.Henderson 
.     ditto      - 

Nelson,  1650 

Good  Intent6dO 

Mary,    1650 

Betsey,  1650 

Tow. 
7 

7 

r^. 

Tom, 
7 

7 

Torn, 

7 

Ton. 
bulk 
ditto 

7 

Tom. 

Tont^ 

Tons. 

35 

7 

31 
21 
84 

James  Barnes^  Meter. 


-«.    11       5  Chapman&Co.  • 


ditto 
ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

•  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

•  ditto 

-  ditto 

•  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 


11 

% 

— 

I 

- 

9 

IS 

- 

10 

- 

II 

- 

19 

»3 

13 

— 

H 

14 

»5 
16 

^ 

»7 

F.  Henderson 

-  ditto 

-  ditto  - 

-  ditto  - 

-  ditto  - 

ditto  - 
ditto 

ditto  - 

ditto  - 

ditto  - 
ditto 

ditto  - 

ditto  - 

ditto  • 


Betsey,  1650 
Charles,i650 
Mary,  1650 
Alfred,  1650 
Hope,    1650 

Hope,  1650 
Nelson,  1650 
Hero,  1006 
Ellen,    1650 

Susannah,  1 650 

Samuel,  1006 

Mary  Ann,  305 
Nelson,  1650 
Charles,i650 


7 

7 


14 

7 


bulk 
|l>ulk 

7 
H 


bulked  in  Nos.  1.  3.  &  4. 
7     a8    bulk     -       7 


7 
bulk 


W.W. 


(A  Copy.)  John  Thomai  Coxy  Meter, 

And  Barnes. 


H 
35 
14 
35 
14 

14 
14 
4« 

7 

28 

4a 

35 
35 
10 


112 


77 


70 


80 


423 


159 


Date. 

Went 

on 
Board. 

Waited 
till 

For  whom. 

Delivered. 

Stopped 

a^n 
from,  till 

By  whom. 

_  ,.        .         Total 
Delivered.   ^  .. 

Delivered. 

Went 

on 
Shore. 

Next  in  Turn. 

1834: 
nne  10 

ip.ll 

-      • 

- 

Tom  ewu. 

• 

- 

Tons,  ewu. 

Tons,ewts, 

84  - 

Jp.6 

Chapman  &  Wood- 
yard. 

—  II 

—  1« 

—  13 

—  »4 


7  o'clk. 

8 
ip.8 
}p.8 


James  Barnes,  Meter. 

5  o'clk. 

4 
4 

4p-4 


112  - 

77  - 

70  - 

80  - 


423    - 


Lying  Lower  Bell  Wharf,  head  up. 


John  Thomas  Cox,  Meter. 


Regulations  to  be  strictly  conformed  to  by  Sbipmeters. 

1.  Meters,  when  unappointed,  are  to  attend  at  the  meters'  office  with  their  accounts,  or 
for  re-appointment  to  ships,  daily, 

At  Nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Twelve  o'clock  at  noon, 
A  quarter  past  three  in  the  afternoon ; 

And,  provided  there  is  a  meters'  list,  at  ^ 

A  quarter  past  six  in  the  evening. 

0.36.  f4  ^  No 
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2.  No  meter  is  to  absent  himself,  either  from  the  office  or  from  the  ship  to  which  he  1^ 
been  appointed,  without  leave  of  the  shipping  clerk,  except  in  case  of  illness,  of  which  earir 
notice  must  be  given  at  the  o£c€.  When  leave  of  absence  is  obtained,  he  must  iK)t  quit ii 
ship  until  another  meter  arrives  to  relieve  him. 

3*  No  meter  shall  depute  any  other  meter  or  person  to  do  his  duty  for  him;  or  weMtir 
coals  except  from  those  ships  which  are  entered  at  the  meten'  office;  or  use  inj^^ 
beams,  weights  or  scales  than  those  belonging  to  this  office. 

4.  Every  meter^  when  appointed  to  a  ship,  must  attend  on  board  thereof  bm  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  five  o'clock  in  tne. evening,  during  the  months  of  Febnm, 
March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  August^  September  and  Octwer;  and  from  seven  o'eloi 
in  the  morning  until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  months  of  Npveab^,  Decei. 
ber  and  January,  unless  informed  by  the  lighterman  that  no  more  coals  wilt  be  takea^^ 
that  or  some  other  particular  day. 

5.  Meters  are  empowered  to  work  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  from  the  ist  of  March  to  tk 
30th  of  September,  inclusive ;  and  from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  five  o'clock  is  i^ 
eveninfi:,  in  the  months  of  October  and  February,  if  required  so  to  do. 

6.  No  meter  shall  deliver  any  coal,  culm  or  cinders  contrary  to  the  torn  paper  delireid 
to  him,  unless  the  consent  of  the  boycn*  or  their  agents,  whose  turn  it  is  to  load  acconb 
to  the  said  turn  paper,  shall  have  been  first  signifiea  to  him  in  writing;  and  no  meter sU 
permit  any  coals  to  be  unfairly  worked. 

7.  No  meter  shall  deliver  into  any  barge,  or  room  of  a  barge,  a  less  Quantity  than  sefsi 
tons,  or  any  other  quantity  than  aone  nralUple  of  seven  tons,  unless  it  oe  to  finish  tliep&. 
ticular  working  of  some  buyer,  or  to  clear  the  ship ;  nor  shall  he  deliver  any  coals  mto  asj 
room  of  a  barge  having  coals  in  it»  or  into  any  open  barge,  unless  kept  separate  fhntsj 
coals  therein,  except  it  be  to  make  up  to  seven  tons,  or  some  multiple  thereof,  coak  of  &e 
same  name  and  description  as  those  which  he  is  delivering,  the  ceruficate  of  which  shall b 
shown  to  him  previous  to  his  so  doing;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  lighterman  or  otb 
person  refuses  to  take  the  quantity  of  seven  tons,  or  some  multiple  thereof,  then  the  nettr 
shall  not  give  any  certificate  for  such  quantity,  not  being  seven  tons,  or  somemalbDleofit, 
except  it  be  to  finish  a  particular  workmg  of  some  buyer,  or  to  clear  the  ship.  The  ilnfe 
rule  not  to  apply  to  any  canal  or  monkey  boats  worked  in  pairs,  for  which  a  special  certifbie 
shall  be  given,' according  to  the  form  posted  in  the  shippmg  office. 

8.  Meters  are  to  give  certificates  gratuitously  of  all  ccrad,  culm  or  cinders  delivered  Id ck- 
formity  with  the  preceding  Regulations,  when  required  so  to  do;  the  same  to  be  an  dee 
certificate,  in  which  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  artic^  deliveredp  with  the  bojer'sDiae 
or  names,  shall  be  set  forth  in  words  at  length,  a  complete  copy  of  which  sbill  be  eoteredis 
the  margin  of  the  certificate  book;  the  certificates  given  by  the  meters  to  be  witnessed  lif 
the  master  or  mate  of  the  ships. 

9.  Meters  are  to  leave  on  board  ship,  and  not  to  weigh  to  the  buyer  (unless  reqniredjtiie 
sweepings  and  way-coals  in  the  clearing  of  a  cargo,  provided  the  quantity  soleft  doaist 
exceed  7  |  cwt,  and  not  to  allow  large  coals  to  be  picked  out  for  the  ship's  use;  battk 
any  quantity,  if  left,  shall  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole  cargo. 

10.  Every  meter,  on  the  delivery  of  any  quantity  of  coal,  culm  or  cinders,  miiBtinitte- 
diately  make  an  entry  thereof  in  the  book  fumishad  to  him  fixHB  the  office,  and  not  in  uj 
other  book  or  paper. 

11.  Meters,  when  required,  must  exhibit  the  turn-paper  to  the  master  and  mate  of  tk 
ship  they  are  appointed  to  deliver,  and  to  any  person  applying  for  a  part  of  the  cargo,  d 
return  tlie  same  to  the  office,  with  their  account  of  the  aelivery. 

12.  If  any  meter  be  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  is  forthwith  toleaTeif 
ship,  and  report  the  circumstances  to  the  shipping  clerk. 

13.  Every  meter  shall  deliver  his  short  bill  at  the  office,  within  two  hours  after  the  ddivcir 
of  the  cargo  of  any  vessel  above  Greenwich,  and  his  other  papers  as  soon  as  possible. 

14.  No  meter  shall  be  engaged  in  any  branch  of  the  coal  trade^  or  be  concerned,  diredff 
or  indirectly,  in  any  public-house,  wine,  spirit  or  beer  business. 

15.  Every  meter  snail  diligently,  faithfully  and  impartially  do  his  duty,favoonag«J» 
buyer  nor  seller;  and  if  any  shall  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committeei  to  h^ 
received  either  bribe,  fee  or  reward,  he  shall  be  peremptorily  dismissed;  andifhebepnyra 
to  have  given  too  much  or  too  little  weight,  or  in  any  other  manner  to  have  misbebawa. 
he  shall  be  punished,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  by  dismissal,  fine,  suspflonor 
reprimand.  . 

16.  Every  meter  shall,  if  required,  make  out  and  deliver  to  any  buyer  or  buyers,  a  g«^ 
bill  or  account  of  coals  delivered  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  on  the  account  of  anysDchbny^J 
or  buyers ;  and  fpf  the  making  out  of  each  and  every  such  bill  or  account,  the  f^'^^^J?^ 
or  charge  may  be  made,  and  no  more :  the  sum  of  3d.  if  the  quantity  specified  in  the  "p 
account  be  less  than  50  tons ;  the  sum  of  6 rf.  if  it  be  50  tons  and  wider  100  tons;  the si^ 
of  Qd.  if  it  be  100  tons  and  under  200  tons ;  and  if  it  be  200  tons,  or  any  la^qiintJiJ 
the  sum  of  1  s.  . 

17.  That  the  meter  who  clears  the  ship  must  state,  in  the  front  of  the  short  bul, 
factor's  note,  and  the  back  of  the  long  bill  full  particulars  of  baulked  days  and  tra* 
expenses  to  which  himself  or  any  other  meter  is  entitled.     Any  meter  neglecting  the  sa 
will  lose  all  claim  thereto.  _^! 

18.  Every  meter  to  deliver  to  the  captain  or  mate  of  the  ship  k>  which  be  is  W**^ 
the  printed  notice  respecting  the  ship's  responsibility  for  the  prefer  care  of  the  weights 
scales.  I 
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I,  having  been  appointed  a  ship  coalmeter^  do  hereby 

promise  and  declare  that  I  will  conform  to  the  foregoing  Regulations,  and  that  [  will  strictly 
obey  all  other  orders  and  regulations  which  may  l^  made  by  the  committee  appointed  from 
time  to  time  for  conducting  th«  business  of  the  Meters'  Office. 
London,  1834. 

Mgtness, 

Qentkmen,  Coalmeters'  Office,  London,  21  May  1834. 

I  am  directed  by<he  committee  for  appointing  coal  weighers  to  hand  yon  the  enclosed 
copy  of  the  certificates  used  by  their  weighers,  and  delivered  gratuitously  with  all  coals 
weighed  by  them :  and  to  inform  you,  that  none  others  ai%  the  genuine  certificates  of  this- 
office,  except  such  as  have  their  water-mark,  and  are  signed  by  the  person  whose  name  is 
stamped  on  the  back. 

I  am  further  directed  to  state,  that  the  committee  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  take  this 
step,  as  certificates  in  imitation  of  the  enclos^  have  been  pnt  forth  by  interested  parties. 
I  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Gillespy,  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  8. 

COPIES  of  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  or  Scotland  on  the  Mode  of  striking  the  Fiars,  of  the  Date  1830  and  1831, 
with  the  relative  Queries  and  Abstracts. — (Pari.  Papers,  No.  259,  Sess.  1834;  ordered 
to  be  Printed  1  May  1834.) 


REPORT  of  the  G&nbral  Assembly's  Committee  of  1830,  on  the  Fiars: 
Presented  to  the  Assembly  of  1831. 

IN  execution  of  tlie  trust  reposed  in  the  Committee,  a  series  of  Queries  relating  to  the 
Fiars  was  prepared*  and,  with  a  circular  letter  addressed  to  Presbyteries  whose  seats  are  in 
county  towns,  transmitted  to  nearly  all  those  Presbyteries,  avi  to  a  great  majority  of  the 
other  Presbyteries  of  the  Church.  The  communication  in  question  was  as  follows. — [It  is 
the  printed  document  to  which  the  abbreviated  Abstract  is  attached.] 

To  this  communication  answers  have  been  returned  from  (nearly  alt)  the  counties.  In 
analyzing  the  information  contained  in  the  answers,  it  appears  that  in    *  of  these  Sce  the  Abstract  of 

counties,  the  rale  of  the  Act  of  Sederunt,  that  eight  at  least,  or  a  majority,  of  the  jurors,  the  Returns. 
shall  be  heritors,  is  adhered  to,  but  that  in  of  them  it  is  not  observed.    In 

all  the  counties,  with  two  exceptions,  the  jurors  are  represented  to  be  men  of  skill  and  expe^ 
lience  ra  the  trade  of  victual,  or  at  least  in  the  general  business  of  life,  and  consequently  as 
competent  to  the  duty  required  of  them.  counties  exclude,  and  do  not 

exclude  from  the  jury  persons  receiving  or  paying  rents,  or  referring  the  value  of  bargains 
to  be  determined  according  to  the  fiars,  and  therefore  hftvin^  an  interest  in  raising  or  low^r- 
in^tbem.  In  general  witnesses  are  said  to  be  summoned  m  sufficient  numbers  from  the 
diwrent  grain  districts  of  each  county,  but  in  counties  there  is,  widiout  doubt, 

a  deficiency  in  this  respect.  In  that  of  Ayr  only  15  witnesses  are  summoned;  this  is  done 
soon  after  the  1st  of  November,  and  they  are  desired  to  take  a  note  of  the  prices  of  victual 
from  that  time  to  the  day  of  their  appearance.  In  Aberdeenshire  affidavits  are  admitted 
from  witnesses,  who,  on  account  of  their  distance  from  the  county  town,  find  it  inconve- 
nient to  give  their  evidence  in  person.  The  witnesses  in  most  of  the  counties  are  reported 
to  be  punctual  in  their  attendance;  but  in  not  a  few  instances  sherifis  arejggarded  as  lax 
i«  enforcing  it.  Lists  of  the  witnesses  who  are  summoned,  are  seldom  pi4P<^ly  exhibited 
in  the  offices  of  the  sheriff  clerks ;  for  the  most  part,  however,  something  akin  to  this  is 
practised ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  counties,  due  attention  seems  to  be  paid  to  the 
suggestions  of  persons  interested  in  the  fiars  with  respect  to  the  summoning  of  suitable 
witnesses.  In  Berwickshire  a  peculiar  and  somewhat  questionable  practice  is  resorted  to 
for  procuring  evidence ;  there  every  year  a  list  of  persons  from  every  parish  in  the  county  is 
maae  up  (as  nearly  in  rotation  as  pi*aeticable)  and  summoned  to  attend  as  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses in  striking  the  fiars.  The  county  consists  of  32  parishes,  and  from  35  to  40  persons 
are  summoned.  From  this  hst  15  of  the  most  respectable  individuals  are  chosen  as  a  jury, 
and  the  remainder  are  examined  as  witnesses ;  but  the  jury,  when  pronouncing  their  verdict, 
make  usa^K  their  own  schedules  as  evidence.  It  is  doubtful  wnether,  in  any  of  our  fiar 
courts,  ca^Rs  taken  to  lead  before  the  jury  evidence  of  the  great  mass  of  trnisactions  in 
victual  of  the  crop  to  which  their  verdict  is  to  apply ;  and  certainly  in  of  them  See  abbn|\iated 

the  practice  followed  in  this  most  important  particular  is  more  or  less  exceptionable.    Ber-  Abstract, 
i^ick,  Elgin,  Fife,  Kincardine,  Kinross,  Kinkcudbright  and  Roxburgh  receive  evidence  of 
transactions  which  have  taken  place  before  the  ist  of  November.  counties  take  l(ad. 

avidence  prospectively  from  that  date;  and  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh  the  evidence  does 
BOt  commeiK^  earMer  than  the  11th  of  November.    In  the  shires  of  Ayr,  Clackmannan,  Ibid« 

0.36.  g  Dumbarton, 
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Query  9.     See  ah. 

AUs.' 

Q.  10.    Ibid. 

Q.  13.    Ibid. 
Q.  14.    Ibid. 


Q.  15.  Ibid. 

Q  16.  Ibid. 

Q.  17.  Ibid. 

Q.  18.  Ibid. 


Great  defects  in  the 
fiar  sy>tem  of  Aber< 
deeu«liire. 


Q.  10  &  11. 

ike  ub.  Abs. 


A  very  gmre  well 
iwuiided  complaint. 


Dumbarton,  Edinburgh  and  Forfar^  the  prices  merely  of  each  kind  of  victual  are  considered 
in  calculating  the  .averages.  In  those  of  Berwick,  Dumfries,  Elgin,  Fife,  Kincardine,  Kin- 
ross,  Kirkcudbright,  Lanark,  Ross,  Cromarty  and  Wigton,  the  Quantities,  as  well  aa  the 
prices,  are  taken  into  account.  It  is  not  clear  which  of  the  metnods  is  followed  in  Aber- 
deenshire. Roxburgh  requires  the  witnesses  to  make  up  their  evidence  according  to  quan- 
tities and  prices,  but  submits  to  the  jury  their  averaged  prices  only,  without  quantitiea^ 
which  is  a  nigbly  improper  practice.  In  a  majority  of  the  counties  the  jurorf  adopt  the 
averages  aritnmetically  deduced  from  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses;  but  in  those  of  Aber- 
deen, Berwick,  Clackmannan,  Lanark,  Kinross,  and  sometimes  Fife  and  Kirkcudbright,  they 
modify  them  according  to  their  own  knowledge  or  ideas  of  the  trade  in  victual.  In  some 
counties  evidence  of  purchases  made  within  those  counties,  by  corn  dealers  for  exportation, 
is  taken  ;  in  others  not.  The  stroe  remark  is  applicable  to  the  sales  of  farmers  in  similar 
circumstances.  Berwick  and  Fife  are  perhaps  the  only  counties  where  evidence  of  sales 
made  by  farmers,  in  other  markets  than  those  of  their  own  county,  is  admitted ;  but  exten- 
sive transactions  of  this  kind  take  place  in  Elgin,  Ross,  Cromarty,  Roxburgh  and  Wigton; 
and  the  exclusion  of  those  transactions  from  ip^  data  which  determine  the  averages  is  justly 
complained  of.  In  two  or  three  instances  agents  are  employed  by  the  clergy  to  attend  the 
fiar  courts  on  their  behalf;  in  several  committees  of  presbyteries  are  appointed  to  the  same 
duty;  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  nothing  of  the  kmd  is  done.  Printed  schedules,  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  witnesses,  with  statements  of  their  transactions,  are  issued,  along  with  the 
citations,  in  the  counties  of  Aberdeen,  Berwiq^,  Edinburgh,  Fife,  Kirkcudbright  and  Lanaik. 
Sometimes  written  schedules  are  issued,  but  more  frequently  the  witnesses  are  left  to  bring 
with  them  such  notes  or  memoranda  of  evidence  as  they  may  themselves  deem  snffici^it; 
and  the  form  or  construction  of  the  best  of  the  schedules  m  use,  whether  printed  or  written, 
requires  amendment. 

Of  the  counties  from  which  returns  have  been  made,  four  only |* Clackmannan,  Edinburgh, 
Kinross  and  Lanark,  strike  more  rates  of  fiars  than  one.  It  is  luiown,  however,  that  in  some 
of  the  other  counties,  whence  returns  have  not  been  transmitted,  different  rates  are  struck. 
In  Haddington,  Pe^les  and  Renfrew  there  are  three;  in  Perth  and  Stirling,  two.  The  fiar 
courts  generally  meet  at  noon,  and  some  of  them  an  hour  earlier;  but  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  they  hurry  too  rapidly  through  the  business  committed  to  them,  particularly  that 
of  investigating  evidence.  In  several  of  them  the  Act  of  Sederunt  relative  to  the  fiars  k 
read,  but  in  the  greater  number  it  is  not  read;  sometimes  it  lies  on  the  table  for  reference, 
or  the  substance  of  it  is  communicated  to  the  jury.  In  nine,  if  not  ten  counties,  the  period 
embraced  by  the  averages  is  extended  to  the  last  week  of  February,  or  first  week  of  March. 
In  four,  Dumbarton,  Elgin,  Ross  and  Cromarty,  it  reaches  no  farther  than  the  20th  of 
February,  although  in  the  tvfi  latter  counties  the  da^  for  determining  the  fiars  is  as  late  as 
the  i6tli  or  20th  of  March.  In  Clackmannanshire  it  does  not  appear  when  it  closes,  but 
the  fiars  are  struck  before  the  20th  of  February ;  and  in  Berwicksnire  it  terminates  at  Can- 
dlemas, while  the  fiars  are  not  struck  till  the  last  Thursday  of  February.  Some  particular 
defects  and  questionable  practices  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  fiar  court,  and  the 
mode  and  time  of  striking  the  fiars,  are  mentioned  in  the  returns  under  review* 

In  Aberdeenshire  the  majority  of  the  jury  is  composed  not  only  of  heritors,  bat  almost 
always  of  the  same  heritors,  unless  death  render  a  change  ilecessai^ ;  and  some  of  thesa  are 
said  to  have  been  every  year  on  the  jury  for  the  last  40  years.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  rarely 
corresponds  with  the  averages  calculated  according  to  the  quantities  of  which  evidence  has 
been  given. 

Formerly  two  tates  of  fiars  were  struck  for  bear  or  big,  but  now  there  is  one  rate  for 
barley,  of  which  very  little  is  produced  in  the  county,  and  that  of  inferior  quality,  and  another 
rate  for  big.  The  fiars  have  been  found,  on  an  average  of  the  last  20  years,  to  be  from  oiie> 
'  fifteenth  to  one-thirteenth  lower  than  those  in  the  neighbouring  counties  of  BaoC  Kincar- 
dine, Forfar  and  Elgin ;  and  a  victual  stipend  of  a  given  amount  is  there  of  less  value  than 
anywhere  else  in  Scotland.  A  stipend,  for  example,  of  iGt^halders,  has,  on  an  ayexage  of 
10  years  prior  to  1829,  been  less  valuable,  by  60 /•  annually,  than  in  Argyle  and  Haddington ; 
and  by  50/.  than  in  Inverness,  Ross,  Cromarty  and  Sutherland. 

In  Ayrshire  it  is  considered  a  wrong  practice  that  the  quantities  of  victual  are  omitted  in 
estimating  its^erage  price.  In  Berwickshire  it  is  disputed  whether  the  expense  of  con- 
veying grain  to  market  out  of  the  county  should  be  deducted  from  the  data  on  which  the 
averages  are  to  be  founded.  In  Fifeshire  a  great  quantity  of  barley  is  sold  by  the  Mid- 
Lothian  fiars,  of  which  no  evidence  is  produced.in  striking  the  Fife  fiars,  because  the  latter 
are  always  struck  before  the  former.  In  Clackmannansnire,  when  grain  is  transported  to 
distant  markets,  such  as  those  of  Stirling  and  Leith,  a  deduction  of  this  kind  is  allowed. 
In  Kincardineshire  it  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  that  the  grain  which  is  produced  in  the  most 
fertile  districts  of  the  county  is  purchased  by  corn  merchants  resident  in  Montrose,  while 
that  which  is  the  produce  of  the  less  fertile  part  is  sold  in  the  market  of  Stonehaven;  that 
evidence  is  obtained  of  all  the  sales  of  the  inferior  grain  in  the  latter  market,  by  summoiung 
the  corn  merchants  of  Stonehaven;  but  that  the  Montrose  merchants,  not iBk^  in  the 
county,  are  not  summoned.  That  of  the  best  qualities  of  grain  purchased  by  tHRTno  more 
evidence  is  produced  than  what  is  furnished  by  a  few  individual  farmers  of  the  district, -who 
prove  their  own  sales;  and  that  the  obvious  consequence  is  an  undue  preponderance  of 
sales  of  inferior  grain,  in  the  data  for  ascertaining  the  averages. 

In  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  a  sufficient  number  of  witnesses  is  seldom  adduced  from 
its  richest  grain  districts,  owing  to  the  distance  of  those  districts  from  the  county  town ;  nor 
i»  the  attendance  of  witnesses  from  any  district  so  strictly  enforced  in  all  cases  as  it  mic^ht 

^be. 
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be.    It  is  also  a  serious  grievance,  that  as  the  law  now  stands,  it  is  incompetent  to  summon  A  serious  grievance. 

corn  dealers  from  the  acyoining  county  of  Dumfries  to  give  evidence  of  their  transactions 

in  the  stewartry^  which  are  often  on  an  extensive  scale^  and  comprehend  grain  of  the  best 

quality. 

In  Lanarkshire  there  is  a  deficiency  of  evidence  from  its  middle  and  under  wards;  certain  Defects  of  the 
doubtful  deductions  from  prices  are  occasionally  made ;  and  the  way  in  which  different  rates  Olasgow  system. 
of  fiars  are  struck  is  very  faulty,  inasmuch  as  tnese  are  left  to  be  determined  by  the  opinions 
of  the  witnesses,  without  due  investigation  into  the  merits  of  those  opinions.     In,  the  county 
of  Edinburgh  this  last  branch  of  the  business  of  the  fiarcourt  is  better  executed,  but  still 
seemingly  not  in  a  way  altogether  unexceptionable,  the  weight  of  the  grain  being  the  true 
criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  its  quality.    Evidence  of  the  great  mass  of  transactions  in  Defects  of  the 
victual,  the  produce  of  the  country,  is  not  taken;  quantities  are  not  considered;  not  more  Edinburgh  practice. 
than  15  out  of  50,  or  a  greater  number  of  witnesses  summoned,  are  examined  as  to  prices, 
and  from  the  prices  that  of  seed  com  is  expressly  rejected.     In  all  the  counties  the  period  Q.  19.    &eab.  Abs. 
to  which  the  evidence  for  the  fiars  is  restricted  is  deemed  too  limited.    There  is  a  general 
concurrence  also  in  the  opinion,  that  prices  almost  invariably  advance  after  the  striking  of 
the  fiars,  and  for  this  advance  the  same  reasons  are  assigned.     In  the  first  or  earliest  part  Causes  of  the  rise  of 
of  the  season,  there  is  an  influx  into  the  markets  of  raw,  ill-preserved,  inferior  grain  ;  and  prices  after  the  fiars 
during  the  subsequent,  but  particularly  the  latter  part  of  it,  they  are  over-supplied,  in  con-  ^"^  «truck: 
sequence  of  the  farmers  pusning  the  sales  of  their  produce,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the 
payment  of  their  Candlemas  rents.     By  the  time,  however,  the  fiars  are  fixed,  the  markets 
are  relieved  from  these  distressing  causes ;  and  in  the  ordinary  run  of  years,  prices,  finding 
their  natural  level,  rise.    The  distressing  causes  now  mentioned  operate  with  peculiar  force  South  of  Scotland 
in  the  south  of  Scotland,  owing  to  its  proximity  to  Ireland.    From  that<countiT>  where  corn  affected  by  Ireland. 
is  not  stored  as  in  this,  but  threshed  off  for  immediate  sale,  large  quantities  of  grain  ar^in 
the  commencement  of  the  season,  exported  to  the  same  markets  in  England  to  which  the 
fariiers  of  the  district  in  question  send  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  their  disposable 
produce ;  and  the  effect  of  this,  in  keeping  prices  for  a  time  oelow  what  thev  otherwise 
would  be,  is  very  marked.    Hence  it  is,  tnat  in  the  counties  of  Wigton  and  Kirkcudbright, 
the  fiars  are  lower,  and  victual  stipends  consequently  of  less  value  than,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, in  all  the  other  districts  of  the  country;  while  in  point  of  rental  these  counties  stand 
in  the  foremost  ranks. 

From  this  analysis  it  is  -manifest,  that  in  the  mode  of  conductin^^s  business  of  our  Improvement  on  the 
fiar  courts,  there  is  anything  but  uniformity;  that  not  one  of  the  vari^T  modes  followed  is  system  of  the  fiar 
free  from  objection ;  that,  in  short,  they  are  all  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  defective.    There  ^^"""^  suggested. 
is  no  statute  law  on  the  subject ;  and  if  the  Act  of  Sederunt  was  meant  to  be  an  authoritative  No  statute  law  on 
exposition  of  the  common  or  consuetudinary  law  respecting  it,  it  has  failed  in  accomplishing  the  fiars. 
the  end  contemplated. 

Till  of  late  years,  little  ortio  regard  was  paid  to  it;  and  even  now  its  provisions  cannot 
be  said  to  be  generally  in  observance.  How,  then,  are  the  vices  and  defects  confessedly 
existing  in  our  fiar  system  to  be  correctfed  ?  Not,  it  is  apprehended,  by  a  new  Act  of  Sede- 
runt, for  in  a  case  involving  many  jarring  interests,  and  encumbered  with  unsettled  and 
uncertain  points  of  law,  no  act  of  this  description,  so  comprehensively  efficient  as  to  answer  •• 

the  purpose,  either  would  or  could  now  be  granted.     A  legislative*  enactment  alone  is  suffi-  Legislative  enactment 
cient  for  the  object  in  question ;  and  this,  it  is  conceived,  could  without  difficulty  be  obtained,  requin^i. 
In  such  an  enactment,  the  improvements  pointed  at  in  the  queries,  and  in  the  preceding 
view  of^the  information  communicated  in  the  answers,  with  others  that  will  naturally  sug- 
gest themselves,  might  be  adopted;  in  particular,  the  composition  of  the  jury  should  be  Composition  of  the 
changed.     What  can  be  more  anomalous  in  principle,  or  more  unfair  in  its  practical  ten-  jury. 
dency,  than  the  rule  which  requires  that  a  majority  of  the  jurymen  shall  be  persons  inte- 
rested in  the  verdict  which  they  have  to  pronounce?     It  is  one  of  the  last  relics  of  those 
crude  notions  in  jurisprudence,  from  which,  for  some  years  past,  the  country  has  been  hap- 
pily emerging;  and  it  cannot  be  too  soon  abolished.     Quantities  as  well  as  prices  should  Quantities  as  well  ns^- 
unquefetionably  be  taken  into  account.     This  is  fairest  for  all  parties.     It  aftbrds  the  best  p"ces  to  be  ukeu    * 
means  for  arriving  at  the  true  medium  value  of  the  saleable  produce  of  the  season.     If,  in  ""'^  account, 
years  when  markets  fall,  it  operate  unfavourably,  it  will,  on  the  other  hand,  be  found  advan- 
tageous in  those  in  which  they  rise.    The  account  will  thus  be  kept  properly  balanced,  and 
all  undue  advantages  will  be  precluded.    If  the  average  of  prices  only  be  taken,  the  prices 
of  small  tell  as  much  as  those  of  large  quantities;  a  door  presents  itself  for  fraudulent  and 
collusive  practices :  and  at  the  best  tiiere  can  be  but  haphazard  approximations  to  correct 
results.     But  while  the  method  of  averaging  quantities  and  prices  together  is  doubtless  to 
be  preferred  to  that  of  averaging  prices  merely,  it  is  not  less  certain,  that  to  prevent  this 
method  from  degenerating  into  an  instrument  of  injustice^  the  largest  available  amount  of  Largest  avaihiKle 
evidence  should  be  laid  before  the  jury;  that  it  should  be  completely  sifted,  and  that  the  amount  or  evidence 
necessary  calculations  should  be  made  with  accuracy.    To  facilitate  and  ensure  the  correctr  ^°  ^^  ®"* 
ness  of  the  labours  of  the  jury  in  this  last  respect,  the  witnesses  should  be  provided  with 
schedules  of  a  well*contrived  form,  to  be  filled  up  according  to  specific  directions,  calculated  Schedules. 
to  place  their  transactions  in  the  most  intelligible  li^ht.    These  schedules  should-be  lodged  To  be  lodged  with 
some  days  before  the  court  convenes^  with  the  shenff-clerk,  who  should  be  required  to  exa-  M^e  Sheria-clerk. 
mine,  verify  and  judicially  report  bn  them  ;  and  after  being  sworn  to  in  the  usual  manner, 
in  the*  presence  of  the  jury,  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  belong,  they  should  be  sustained 
as  evidence.     For  the  trouble  to  which  the  sheriff'-clerk  would  be  put,  he  should  of  course  Largest  availahle 
be  remunerated*.    At  presei^t,  far  too  few  witnesses  in  general  are  summoned^  and  not  nearly  amount  of  evidence 
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Period  rml» raced  hj 
tfie  averages. 


Important  fact. 


More  rates  of  fiars 
thao  oue. 


6eed  rora. 


Jurors  not  to  oK>dify 
the  fiars. 

Fiar  court  to  meet  ^ 
in  some  central  place. 
Affidavits. 
ConMleaiere  io  ad- 
joining counties  to  be 
lialiie  to  be  sum. 
moned. 

Witnesses  in  pertain 
cases  to  be  puid. 
Procurator  Fiscal 
Co  r0^e  an  allow* 
mice  for  bis  titiuble. 


Importance  of  the 
biirs* 


Plc-dge  of  the  landed 
iiiferest  of  Scotland 
to  improve  the  mode 
of  btriiiug  the  fian. 


Object  aimed  at  in 
the  Report. 


a  aufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  taken.    The  more  ample  the  range  of  the  data  from 
which  the  averages  are  derived ,  the  more  likely  is  the  exact  truth  to  be  attained. 

The  period  embraced  by  the  averages,  which  ts  little  more  in  any  case  than  aom 

is  clearly  too  short  It  snould  be  extended  from  the  be^innine  of  March  to  the  first 
of  May»  and  from  November  retrospectively,  so  as  to  indade  sQl  transactions  in  the  ciop  of 
the  year.  On  this  point  all  intelligent  formers  and  com  dealers  are  aereed.  The  ctrciiBk- 
stances  of  the  country  since  the  date  of  tlie  Act  of  Sederunt,  relative  to  the  fiars,  have  under- 
gone a  great  change.  The  whole  system  of  farm  management  is  very  different  from  what  it 
was  then.  Immensely  larger  crops  are  raised  and  fall  to  be  disposed  of;  and  the  active 
trade  in  com  is  protracted  to  a  much  later  period  of  the  season.  The  fact  ^  well  knowD, 
that  farmers  now  stipulate  to  have  the  value  of  their  flitting  or  cutting  crops  ascertained 
by  two  sets  of  fiar  prices,  one  at  Candlemas  and  another  at  Whit-Sunday.  It  is  not,  ibea^ 
going  too  far  to  propose  an  extension  of  the  space  fistlling  within  the  scope  of  the  fiars,  whick 
shall  be  suited  to  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  country.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  they 
should  embrace  the  whole  year ;  but  this  opinion  originates  in  a  narrow  view  of  the  subject 
To  delay  for  a  twelvemonth  the  striking  of  the  fiars,  and  consequently  the  settlement  of 
many  valuations,  bar^ins  and  transactions  of  importance  depending  on  them,  would  evi- 
dently be  attended  with  the  greatest  inconvenience,  and  sometimes  with  positive  loss,  to 
farmers,  corn-merchants;  landlords  and  others.  It  would  accordingly  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  tiiat  it  should  be  acceded  to.  It  would,  in  fact,  amount  to  a  virtual  frustcUioa 
of  many  of  the  purposes  for  which  fiars  are  strack. 

Instead  of  one  rate  of  fiars,  or  one  common  medium  of  value  of  all  the  different  qoalitiei 
of  grain  raised  on  tlie  different  soils  of  a  county,  it  certainly  should  be  imperative  that  ia 
every  county  different  rates  should  be  established.  In  the  former  case,  that  of  one  rate, 
peiBOos  having  crops  of  the  best  quality,  if  paid  for  them  according  to  tdat  rate,  receive  leas 
than  justice ;  and  those  having  crops  of  the  worst  quality,  receive  more,  in  the  latter  case, 
more  equal  justice  is  administered,  because  there  are  diversities  of  rates  corresponding  to 
the  actual  diversities  of  produce.  But  whether  there  be  different  rates  or  only  one,  when 
quantities  are  calculated,  seed  corn  should  not  be  exempted  from  the  evidence,  for  it  can 
then  be  only  an  off-set  to  a  portion  of  the  inferior  or  light  grain  included  in  the  calcolatioos; 
and  as  farmers  raise  all  descriptions  of  grain,  so,  in  justice  to  them,  independently  of  eveij 
other  consideration,  should  the  estimate  of  the  value  of  no  one  description  be  omitted. 

Juries  should  nfltfh|  permitted  to  modify  the  fiars  according  to  their  own  knowledge  of 
the  trade  in  victuJ^Ptit  should  fix  them  according  to  the  evidence  adduced.  The  fiar  courts 
should  be  held  in  some  central  part  of  the  county,  suitable  and  convenient  for  the  purpose. 
Affidavits  to  schedules  properly  tilled  up,  in  the  case  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  witnesses, 
might  be  received  as  evidence  under  certain  regulations.  Corn-dealers  doing  business  in 
a  particular  county,  but  having  their  residence  m  one  adjoining  to  it,  should  be  liable  to  be 
summoned  to  ^ve  evidence  in  tne  county  where  they  do  business ;  and  witnesses  having  a 
considerable  distance  to  travel,  should  be  allowed  out  of  tiie  Exchequer  a  moderate  sm  ta 
defray  their  expenses,  as  is  allowed  to  witnesses  Jn  criminal  trials.  rinaUy,  the  annraoni^f 
of  witnesses  and  leading  of  proof  before  the  jury,  should,  as  at  present,  be  confided  ta  Ibe  pi!>- 
curator  fiscal  of  each  county;  but  Uie  services  of  this  officer  should  not  be  gratuitous;  he 
should  be  suitably  paid  for  them,  and  fitithful  attention  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  the 
interests  of  the  public  should  in  cooseauence  be  rigorously  exacted  from  him. 

Such  are  the  improvements  in  regara  to  the  fiars  which  it  is  humbly  thousbt  expedieat  to 
propose.  Their  equity  and  reasonableness  cannot  well  be  controverted ;  and  their  adoptioa, 
while  for  the  advanta^  of  the  country  at  large,  wiU  be  nothing  more  than  what  in  justice  is 
due  to  the  clergy.  Let  appUcation  therefore  be  forthwith  made  to  the  LegisUture  for  a 
statute  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Of  the  success  of  the  application,  as  has  alr^uly  hem 
remarked,  little  doubt  can  be  entertained.  The  value  of  the  gross  amount  of  property,  ia 
rents,  stepends,  feu  duties,  out-going  crops,  and  bargains  in  victual,  made  with  reference  to 
the  fiars,  which  is  determinedin  our  fiar  courts  in  one  day,  far  exceeds  that  detemuned  in 
all  the  courts  of  the  kingdom  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Vet  the  manner  in  which  this  greit 
national  process  is  gone  about,  is  in  general  tmly  inefficient  and  unsatisfactory ;  it  ia  uso- 
lutely  a  reproach  to  the  judicial  institutions  of  an  enlightened  people.  It  cannot,  it  may  be 
presumed,  oe  much  longer  endured,  now  that  public  attention  is  directed  to  it;  and  moit 
especially  when  the  means  of  remedying  it  are  so  obvious  and  practicable.  In  condusioD, 
it  may  be  stated,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  inglis,  that  in  a  conference  held  in  London,  between 
a  deputation  from  the  Church  and  certain  influential  landed  proprietors  of  Scotland  (of  whosa 
the  late  Duke  of  AthoU  was  one)«  at  the  time  the  Act  of  1808,  rdative  to  augmentatiom  of 
stipends,  was  under  dbcusion  in  Parliament,  a  pledge  was  given  by  the  latter  gentlemoi  that 
they  would  concur  m  any  measure  Cmt  improving  the  fiars. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  at  length  that  the  landed  interest  will  soon  have  an  opwvtiuuly  of 
redeeming  its  pledge ;  and  t^  it  vrill  feel  it  the  point  of  bonotir  so  to  do.  bat  (or  tUa 
pledge,  tiie  Church  would  not  have  consented  to  the  surrender  of  the  right  of  applying  at 
short  intervals  to  the  court  o(  teinds  for  augmentations  of  stipends,  wfaidi  had  been  deler* 
mined  in  its  favour  b]r  repeated  and  solenm  decisions  of  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  withoat 
this  consent,  the  foresaid  Act  would  not  have  been  passed,  limiting  augmentaUoos  to  once  m 
^o  years. 

'ihe  object  aimed  at  in  this  Report,  it  is  distinctly  to  be  borne  in  mind,  ia  not  to  raise  er 
lower  the  fiars,  but  to  get  them  stmck  on  correct  principles ;  not  to  promote  the  interesls 
merely  of  a  particular  class  ;  not  to  alter  the  relations,  or  interfere  with  the  existing  conTtncts 
of  any  parties  in  the  community,  but  to  secure  the  due  administration  of  justice  to  aB 
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parties.  If,  in  doine  this,  a  reiy  lai^e  proportion  ofithe  ninisters  of  our  Church  be  indi* 
rectly  benefited,  is  that  a  reason  why  it  snould  not  be  done  ?  Are  they  of  so  little  estimation 
in  society,  or  of  so  little  importance  to  it,  that,  for  such  a  reason,  society  should  refuse  to  do 
justice  to  itself  and  to  them? 

It  is  said  that  some  farmers  haying  entered  into  leases  by  which  they  are  bound  to  pay  Objecdoo  answered, 
rents  according  to  the  existing  fiar  system,  it  should  not  be  disturbed.  So  far,  however,  as 
the  period  at  present  embraced  by  the  averages  is  concerned,  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  force 
in  this  observation.  No  man  has  a  right  to  speculate  in  injustice;  no  man  is  entitled  to 
calculate  on  its  continuance  under  the  forms  or  technicaUties  of  law  :  no  man  can  complain 
that  the  value  of  a  problematical  contingent  bargain,  to  which  he  may  be  a  party,  is  deter- 
mined upon  the  most  accurate  datOf  and  agreeably  to  the  best  evidence  of  which  the  case 
admits.  In  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  range  of  the  fiars  for  two  months  beyond  the 
time  when  they  are  usually  struck,  the  observation  in  question  is  somewhat  specious.  But 
it  is  to  be  f^collected,  that  if  by  that  extension  rents  are  sometimes  raised  in  consequence  of 
an  advance  in  prices,  they  will  also  be  occasionally  lowered  in  consequence  of  a  decline  in 
prices,  by  whicn  means  an  equitable  adjustment  in  Uie  payment  and  re4|ipt  of  rent  between 
tenant  and  landlord  will  still  be  preserved  as  at  present :  and  at  all  evAts  any  difficulty  that 
here  presents  itself  can  easily  be  surmounted.  For  a  few  years,  during  the  currency  of 
existing  leases,  let  juries  in  the  month  of  May  strike  two  sets  of  averages  from  the  same 
evidence,  one  set  coming  down  so  far  as  May,  and  another  reaching  no  further  than  the 
ordinary  time  of  striking  the  fiars.  In  short,  the- observation,  if  it  carries  any  weight  with 
it,  amounts  to  this,  that  acknowledged  abuses  and  injustice  in  one  of  the  most  importadl 
classes  of  our  courts  of  law  are  to  be  perpetuated. 

Signed,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  by 

JoJm  M'CIellan,  Convener. 


REPORT  of  the  General  Assembly's  Committee  of  1832  on  the  Fiars  : 
•  Presented  to  the  Assembly  of  1833. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  obedience  to  the  directions  si ven  bv  the  last 
Assembly,  the  convener  transmitted  to  Ronald  Macdonald,  esq.,  of  Staffa^  sheriff' of  Stirling- 
shire, two  abstracts  of  the  information  which  has  been  collected  respecting  the  modes  of 
striking  the  fiars,  and  the  report  to  the  Assembly  of  1831 ,  with  a  reauest  that  ne  would  take 
the  trouble  of  laying  these  documents  before  his  brother  sheriffs,  for  tneir  consideration.  The 
letter  conveying  this  request  is  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir,  Kelton  Manse,  11  May  1833. 

As  convener  of  the  Assembly's  Comnittee  on  the  fiars,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  the 
accompanying  documents  relative  to  vat  subject,  and  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness  to  lay  them  before  your  brother  sheriflb  during  the  first  week  of  the  Assembly,  or  on  an 
early  day  of  the  second.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  competency  of  Uie  sheriffs  of 
counties  to  extend  the  period  embraced  by  the  averages  prospectively  to  the  4tJi  of  March, 
and  retrospectively  to  October  or  September,  so  as  to  include  aU  transactions  in  the  crop  of 
the  year  from  the  time  when  it  is  separated  from  the  ground  /■tnd,  generally,  to  concur  in 
adopting  such  an  uniform  and  equitaole  mode  of  striking  the  fiars,  as  is  pointed  at  in  the 
Queries  submitted  to  the  Presbyteries  of  our  county  towns.  They  can  institute  too,  if  they 
think  fit,  more  rates  of  fiars  than  one,  the  expediency  of  which  is  briefly  advocated  in  the 
Committee's  Report  to  the  Assembly  of  1831,  p*  15.  A  legislative  enactment  for  remedying 
defects,  which  the  powers  vested  in  sheriffs  by  the  Act  of  Sederunt  do  not  reach,  could 
doubtless,  if  recommended  by  them,  be  obtained.  ^^ 

You  will  find  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  two  Ab^RRs ;  the  one  attached  to  the 
printed  letter  is  an  abridgment  of  the  detailed  Abstract  made  out  from  the  returns  from  die 
counties. 

The  Report  to  the  Assembly  of  1831,  as  far  as  to  the  bottom  of  page  3,  is  an  analysis  of 
the  returns  that  had  been  made  from  counties  at  the  time  it  was  drawn  up. 

The  Abstracts  include  all  the  returns  made  to  me,  and  in  this  wajr  exhibit  the  modes  of 
striking  the  fiars  throughout  Scotland,  and  complete  what  is  wanting  in  the  said  report. 

#  I  am,  8ic. 

(signed)        Jokn  M^Ckllan. 

To  this  communication  Mr.  Macdonald  has  orally  replied,  that  he  submitted  the  fore* 
mentioned  documents  to 'several  of  the  sheriffs,  and  that  while  they  acknowledge  the  import* 
ance  of  the  information  collected,  and  the  existence  of  great  diversities  in  the  mode  of 
striking  the  fiars,  they  do  not  offer  any  opinion  on  the  subjects  to  which  their  attention  has 
been  called. 

In  these  circumstances,  vour  Committee  suggest  that  an  Abstract  of  the  infi>rmation  of 
which  i^s  in  possession  should  be  prepared,  prinied  and  circulated  among  the  clergy,  the 
conveners  of  counties,  the  sheriffs  and  other  influential  persons ;  that  a  sub^mmittee  should 
be  appointed  for  this  purpose ;  and  that  it  should  be  empowei[ed  to  accompany  the  contem* 
plated  Abstract  with  such  portions  of  the  Report  of  1830,  and  such  additional  observations, 
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as  it  may  approve,  and  to  correspondiKvitb  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Solicitor-geoenl,  ukI  tin 
Secretary  of  state  for  the  Home  Department. 

Signed,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  by 

John  M^Cldkn,  CoD?eDer. 


CIRCULAR  to  Presbyteries  whq^  Seats  are  in  County  Towns. 

Sir,  Kelton  Manse,  by  Castle  Douglas,  28  December  1830. 

As  convener  of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  fiars,  I  be^  leare  to 
transmit  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  your  Presbytery,  the  subjoined  Queries,  and  to 
request  that  in  reply  to  them,  through  a  Committee,  or  in  whatever  way  may  s^m  meet,  it 
will  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  me,  at  its  earliest  convenience,  with  as  exact  inronnafion 
as  it  may  be  in  its  ^wer  to  give.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that,  in  regard  to  several  of  the 
answers  to  be  returned,  it  will  be  expedient  to  communicate  with  the  sheriff-derk  and 
sheriff  of  the  county ;  and  from  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  important 
advantages  are,  in  my  opinion,  likely  to  result,  not  only  to  the  Church,  but  to  the  coontiy 
at  large. 

The  annexed  statement  I  also  take  the  liberty  of  transmittii^ ;  and  I  trust  that  it  will 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  Presbytery.  On  its  accuracy,  every  reliance  may  be  placed.  It 
is  founded  on  data  derived  from  official  reports  of  the  nar  prices,  and  the  standard  tables 
of  Mr.  Buchanan;  and  all  the  calculations  have  been  carefully  revised.  What  is  waDted 
to  put  the  Church  in  possession  of  a  complete  view  of  the  actual  state  of  the  stipeods  io 
victual,  is  a  report  of  the  amount  of  such  stipends  in  the  parishes  of  the  different  coooties, 
with  the  superficial  area  of  each  parish,  and  its  rental  and  population  at  the  period  when 
the  last  augmentation  was  awarded ;  and  such  a  report,  which  seems  on  many  accoants 
d^^ble,  couid|  I  believe,  be  obt^ned  at  no  great  expense  from  the  office  of  the  teind 

^^  \  am.  Sir,  yQur  obedient  servant,  | 

P.  S. — A  cop^  of  this  circular  is  addressed  to  all  other  Presbyteries  as  well  as  those  wbidi 
have  their  seats  in  county  towns,  that  the  former  may  be  appnzed  of  the  request  which  it 
conveys  to  the  latter,  and  may  each  have  it  in  its  power  to  correspond  with  the  Presbytefj- 
of  its  county  town  on  the  subject,  if  it  shall  deem  it  advisable  so  to  do. 


Queries  anent  the  Fiars  in  the  Coun^of 

1.  In  the  nomination  of  the  jurors,  who  go  upon  the  inquest  relative  to  the  fiars,  is  the 
rule  of  the  Act  of  Sederunt,  that  eight  of  them  at  least  shall  be  heritors,  adhered  to? 

2.  Are  all  the  jurors,  in  conformity  to  the  Act,  men  of  skill  and  experieDce  in  the  trade 
of  victual  ? 

3.  Is  it  the  practice  to  delude  from  the  jury  all  persons  who  receive  or  pay  rent, 
according  to  the  fiar  prices,  or  who  have  bargained  to  leave  the  value  of  large  purchases  or 
sales  of  victual  to  be  determined  by  these  pnoes,  and  who  may  therefore  be  presumed  to 
have  an  interest  in  raising  or  lowering  them  ? 

4.  Are  witnesses,  in  sufficient  numbers,  summoned  from  all  the  principal  gntio  districts 
of  the  county  ? 

5.  Is  the  attendance  of  pjAtf  witnesses  strictly  enforced  ? 

6.1s  a  list  of  the  witn^V  who  are  to  be  summoned  publicly  exhibited  in  the  sheriff* 
clerk's  office,  for  a  reasonable  time  before  the  day  of  their  compearance ;  and  is  permission 
granted  to  persons  interested  in  the  fiars  to  make  additions  to  that  list  ? 

7.  Is  care  taken  to  lead  before  the  jury  evidence  of  the  great  mass  of  transactions  withJ" 
the  county,  in  victual*  of  the  crop,  to  which  their  verdict  is  to  apply.  And  does  the 
evidence  comprehend  those  transactions  which  have  taken  place  before  as  well  as  after  the 
1st  of  November. 

8.  In  striking  the  avenges,  are  the  prices  only. of  each  kind  of  victual  consideredi  wnwh  % 
does  not  bring  out  a  fair  result  ?     Or  are  the  quantities  as  well  as  the  prices  taken  into  the 
account,  which  is  done  b^  multiplying  them  together,  and  dividing  the  sum  of  the  products 
by  the  sum  of  the  quantities,  the  quotient  being  the  correct  average  f  ?  .         . 

9.  Do  the  jury  merely  adopt  the  averages  aiithmetjcally  deduced  from  the  evidcoce  ol 
tbe  witnesses  f    Or  do  they  modify  them  according  to  their  own  knowledge  of  th^  ^r 


*  The  produce  of  the  country.  •  ^ 

t  Prices  averaged.    Example ;    barlejr  at  2*.  51.  and  81,  per  bushel     «4-5+8=*5»  ''"'^ 
f|iyided  by  3,  tl^e  nun^l^er  of  the  prices,  ^ives  $9,  for  the  average; 
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in  victual,  making  allowance  for  rising  or  falling  markets  and  other  circumstances  that  in 
equity  bear  on  the  point  to  be  determined? 

10.  If  grain  or  meal,  the  pro^^uce  of  your  county^  is  exported  therefrom  by  corn-dealera  to 
some  other  county,  is  evidence  of  their  purchases  taken  ? 

11.  If  grain  or  meal,  the  produce  ot  your  county,  is  exported  therefrom  by  farmers  to 
persons  resident  in  some  other  county,  to  whom  they  have  actually  sold  it  for  a  stipulated 
price,  is  evidence  of  their  sales  taken  ? 

-12.  If  graiin  or  meal,  the  produce  of  your  county,  is  exported  therefrom  by  farmers,  oa 
speculation,  to  som^  other  county  *,  to  be  sold  there,  are  they  adduced  to  give  evidence 
of  the  quantities  of  either  which  they  so  export,  that  those  (quantities,  at  the  prices  current 
in  the  county  for  grain  or  meal  of  the  same  quality  at  the  time  of  the  exportation,  may  be 
included  in  the  aversfge^? 

13.  Is  any  man  of  business  employed  by  the  clergy  or  others  to  attend  the  fiar  court,  and 
see  that  suitable  witnesses  are  examined,  and  that  pertinent  questions  are  put  to  them,  par* 
licularly  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  victual  to  which  their  evidence  refers,  and  whether  it  be 
the  produce  of  the  crop  of  which  the  jury  are  to  ascertain  the  value  ? 

14.  In  the  summonses  that  are  issued,  are  the  witnesses  directed  to  bring  to  the  court 
a  detailed  statement  of  theimuantities  and  prices  of  each  kind  of  victual,  averaged  accord- 
ing to  the  mode  pointed  out  to  the  second  branch  of  Query  8,  and  inserted  in  a  printed  form 
similar  to  the  one  below  t»  such  parole  explanations  as  are  requisite  being  made  when  the 
said  statement  is  produced  ? 

15.  Are  there  more  rates  of  fiars  than  one  in  yotir  county  corresponding  to  the  varieties 
in  respect  of  quality  of  the  grain  produced  on  its  different  soils,  which  the  sheriff  by  the 
Act  of  Sederunt  is  empower^  to  establish;  a  ^edium  rate,  comprehending  the  average  of 
all  the  varieties  of  any  particular  species  of  grain  raised  in  the  county ;  a  first  or  highest, 

comprehending 


Quantities  apd  prices  averaged.    Ex.  Barley :  100  bushels  at  Sf.,  300  ^  5^.,  and  500  stSs. 

Quantities.  Prices.        Prodacts. 


100  bush.  X  2s.  zz  200 
300  -  X  6*.  =  t,500 
600    -       X   Ss.  zz  4,000 


Sum  of  quantities,  900 


9)5,700  sum  of  products. 
6  s.  4(/.  average. 


*  By  '<  some  other  county,"  is  to  be  understood  one  which  affords  A  regular  and  well-knotvtt 
market  f6r  the  produce  of  the  farmer. 

i  Form  to  be  furnished  to  Witnesses,  which  they  are  to  fill  up : 

Quantities.  Prices.      Prodacts.  Averages.    Weight  per  Bush. 


Wheat 


Barley 


J  40  bush. 

1 80  . 

X 
X 
X 

4S.  =^,160 
6*.  =     3^0 

10*.    s=       800 

64  lbs. 

60 

70 

180 

)i,330(  7*.  ^d,    . 

X 

poo  bush. 

a*.  =    «oo 

49 

-^300    - 

X 

5*.  =1,500 

50 

[500    - 

X 

8*.  =4,000 

5« 

9C* 

)5,700(  ^.  4d. 

Meal 


fioo stones  x     ^s,  =    200 

-<400     -         X31.6(/.=  1,000 

[6*00    -      xi*.6i/.=s    900 


1,100 


)a,ioo(  1*.  loid. 


Pot  Oats 


{ 


bush.  X 

-•     X 

X 


f       bush.  X 
Com.  Oats;  -      x 


I 


-    ■    X 
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comprehendiog  the  tveraee  of  thoce  aboTe  the  medium  rate ;  and  a  (hiid  or  loweit,.  con- 
prehending  the  arerage  of  those  below  it*? 

16.  Does  the  fiar  ooort  naeet  at  an  early  hoar  of  the  day ;  that  there  may  be  time  for  the 
elimination  of  a  snfficient  number  of  witnesaes,  and  for  the  jury  to  deUberate  on  the  feniict 
to  be  prononnced  T 

17.  la  the  Act  of  Sederunt  read  by  the  aheriff-derk  to  the  jury  when  impannelied! 
i8.  Has  it  been  adverted  to  in  your  county,  that  as  by  the  Act  of  Sedmmt  the  fian  ai« 

to  be  struck  on  some  day  between  the  4th  and  «oth  of  February,  the  period  embnoed  bj 
the  aTerages  may  in  the  meaning  of  the  Act  be  legally  extended  it  days,  or  to  tte 
4ih  of  March,  because  there  has  neen  a  change  in  the  style  of  is  days  since  the  (hteof 
the  Act? 

19.  Are  there  any  particular  defects  in  the  mode  of  striking  your  fiara  which  require  to 
be  remedied  ? 

M.  Do  the  prices  of  victual,  generally  speaking,  rise  after  the  fiars  are  stmck !  And  if 
they  do,  to  what  do  you  understand  their  previous  depression,  and  the  rise  in  questioo,  to 
be  owing  ? 

91 .  Are  many  rents  of  farms  paid  according  to  the  fiar  prices  ? 

0r  The  greater  part  of  the  improvementi  on  the  mode  of  Striking  the  fian  suggested 
in  the  preceding  Queries  has  been  adopted  in  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  particulailj 
those  of  Queries  3,  6,  7,  8,  10,  13,  14,  16,  17,  18.  The  Act  of  Sederunt  is  published  in 
Hutcheson's  Justice  of  Peace,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  every  sheriff-clerk. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Avera^  Annual  Value  of  a  Victual  Stipend  of  Sixteen  Chalden,  for 
Ten  Years  prior  to  1829,  m  the  principal  Counties  of  Scotland. — (A  Victual  Stipeodis 
one  the  halt  of  which  is  in  oatmeal,  ana  the  other  half  in  barley  ;  with  sometimes,  m  par- 
ticular counties,  a  fe|r  bolls  of  wheat).  • 


£.       s,    d. 

Aberdeen    - 

- 

-    228    6    -J 

Argyle 

- 

-    288    a    6i 

Ayr    .        .        . 

- 

-    268    8    •! 

Banff 

- 

-    239    «    4i 

Berwick      - 

« 

-    260    -    6j 

Caithness,  meal  - 

- 

-    102  13  10 

No  fiars  of  barley. 

Clackmannan 

. 

-    271  10    6| 

Dumbarton 

• 

-    271  17  Hi 

Dumfries    - 

. 

-    255  16    34 

Edinburgh 

- 

-     271     6     2| 

Elgin 

Fife    -        .        - 

• 

-    266  12     1 

• 

-    259  10    24 

Forfiw 

. 

-       266    14    ilA 

Haddington 

- 

-    285    7    84 

Inverness    - 

- 

-    276    6    i« 

£.     t.  i 


Kincardine 

. 

-    «54   9  4 

Kinross 

• 

-    252   5  31 

Kirkcudbright     - 

- 

•    248  17  u 

Lanark 

- 

-    273  »5  «i 

Linlithgow  - 

- 

-    470  14  iij 

Nairn 

- 

-    869  11  -I 

Peebles       - 

• 

-    869  6  ij 

Perth 

. 

.    864   8  6 

Renfrew      - 

• 

-  873   8  9, 

-  280  14  li 

Ross  ... 

« 

Roxburgh    <- 

(•boat)  348  -  - 

Selkirk       -        . 

- 

-    35019  7l 

Stirling 
Sutheiiand 

- 

-    865  18  -J 

. 

-    879  810} 

Wigton       - 

- 

-    847   7  «J 

This  Statement  is  founded  on  data  derived  from  the  returns  made  to  the  teind  office  by 
the  different  counties,  and  may  be  reUed  on  as  perfectly  correct.  It  shows  the  difference  in 
the  value  of  ^rain  as  ascertained  in  the  county  fiar  courts  of  Scotland.  It  was  prepared  for 
the  information  of  the  teind  court  in  i83<5.  Nothing  in  the  opinion  of  the  author  of  it,  can 
more  decidedly  prove  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  correct  and  uniform  mode  of  striking  the 
fiars  throughout  this  northern  division  of  the  kingdom.  For  securing  this  object  a  legisla- 
tive enactment  is  required,  which,  although  it  did  not  extendT  the  period  embraced  by  the 
averages  beyond  the  4th  of  March,  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  boons  that  could  be  con- 
ferred on  the  people  of  Scotland.  Landed  proprietors,  tenants,  corn-dealers,  &c.,  as  weDas 
the  clergy,  are  all  interested  in  obtaining  it  The  present  system,  which  is  in  no  two  coun- 
ties alike,  is  universally  condemned.  The  sheriffs  nave  for  many  years,  if  not  all  along,  been 
making  alterations  on  the  system  of  their  counties,  and  some  of  these  alterations  have  been 
of  a  very  important  nature. 


«  Method  of  striking  three  rates  of  fiars.    Suppose  that  evidence  in  regard  to  barley,  for  ^*°^P^ 
is  given  by  nine  witnesses,  whose  averages  per  bushel  are  as  follows ;  d#.,  3s.  3(/.,  3^.  6^.,  3'*  ^7 


These  averages  added  toeether  amount  to  34<*  ^^ 


3#.    lOdkf  4«.,   4#.   «rf»,   4#.   4c/.>   4#.   wa.       auc^c    avcaa^^s    auu«^    wK^f,tM^B    •uivwit.  w  «rr-  _^ 

which  divided  by  nine,  the  number  of  the  averages,  gives  3$.  9  id.  as  me  medium  rate.  Then  W 
all  the  averages  above  the  medium  rate,  which  are  3«.  \od.,  41.,  49.  ad.^  4#.  41/.,  and  4<<  o(^ 
Add  them  together,  and  divide  the  sum,  20s.  lo^.,  by  five,  and  the  quotient,  41.  sd,  will  betbe 
first  or  highest  rate.  Take  again  the  averages  below  the  medium  rate,  which  are  3#.  8  J.,  s^^y^* 
3<.  s  (/.,  and  3#.  Add  these  also  together,  and  divide  the  sum,  13  #.  4c/.,  by  four,  and  the  q^^'^ 
3«.  4€/.,  will  be  the  third  or  lowest  rate.  Thus  the  first  rate  is  41.  s  </.,  the  medium  z^^Oi^^ 
the  third  3«.  4  (/*    The  French  com  law  requires  four  rates  to  he  struck^ 
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AiJBRETiATSD  ABSTRACT  of  the  ANSWERS  to  the  prefixed  Queries! 

[The  sign  +  denotes  that  the  Query  is  answered  qffinna(iv<ly;  the  sign  — ,  that  it  is  answered 
negaiive/y ;  and  the  sign  ?,  that  it  is  answered  quaUJiedly,'\ 

No  return  has  been  obtained  from  the  shires  of  Sutherland  and  Bute.    Thirteen  counties  take  the 

averages  from  October,  or  from  the  commencement  of  the  transactions  in  the  crop  of  the  year ; 

14  or  15  counties  take  them  from  the  ist  of  November ;  two  counties,  Edinburgh  and  Linlithgow, 

take  the^n  from  the  11th  of  November;  Lmllthgow  brings  the  averages  no  lower  down  than  the' 

nd  of  February. 

Few  counties  bring  the  averages  down  to  the  4th  of  March,  which,  according  to  the  view  of  the 
subject  given  in  Query  18,  they  might  do. 

The  figures  annexed  to  the  signs  in  the  columns  under  the  Answers  denote  the  number  of  counties 
answering  affirmatively^  negatively ^  or  qualifiedlyf  or  in  any  particular  manner. 

Answers  to  Queries  :— 

I.  +  16.    — i  10.    ?    4. 

Q.  -f  12.*  —     1.    ?  15. 

3-  +     9-    —  12-    ^    8' 

4.  +  '9-    —    S.    ?    3- 

5.  +  17.    —    7-    ?    4- 

6.  +     8.    —    6.    ?  15. 

7.  +  15*    —  ^o.    ?    5. 

8.  10  counties  average  prices :  19,  quantities  and  prices.     >  1. 

9.  15  modify ;  15  do  not  modify  the  arithmetical  averages. 

10.  +21.    —    5.    f  I.    Deduct  expense  of  carriage,  three  counties. 

11.  4-  SI.    -—    4*    ?  3*    Deduct  expense  of  carriage,  four  counties. 

12.  +     6.-15. 

13.  +     9-    -^  20. 

14.  +  15.    —  15. 

15.  Three  ratts  in  five  counties,  and  two  rates^in  five  counties. 

16.  AH  the  counties  answer  +»  or  affirmatively. 

'7-     -f     9-    —  13.    ?  7- 

18.  -f  20.    —    9.    ?  1. 

19.  In  all  the  counties  the  fiars  are  struck  more  or  less  defectively, 
so.  In  21  counties  prices  generally  rise ;  in  eight  no  opinion  is  given. 

21.  In  20  rents  are  paid  by  the  fiars ;  from  the  other  counties  no  return  on  the  subject  is  made, 
because  the  Query  was  not  addressed  to  them ;  but  it  is  believed  that  in  the  most  of  these  counties 
rents  are  paid  by  the  fiars. 


asft.  h  ABSTRACT 
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■^ 

ABSTRACT  OF  ANSWERS  RETURNED  n 

COUNTIES. 

1. 

». 

9. 

4. 

S. 

0. 

7. 

8. 

0. 

li  .  I' 

'-- 

— 

""     " 

Aberdeen    -        - 

r^ 

yesi 

aol 

Itfidants 

yfl 

7^ 

iSSV. 

w»1 

modify. 

^     .-^ 

Argyle        •        * 

•0. 

gmrallj 

BO. 

M. 

_ 

n.. 

... 

fnemmAy 

M  mmtt. 

•k    ^ 

INov. 

catioQ. 

i^ 

Ajr    -        .        • 

•  y^ 

— 

M. 

raly  15 

witnesses. 

J«- 

iio;b.t«B 

yw. 
INor. 

t^^mAj 

no  Bodii. 
cation. 

1^      ?8i 

Banff         .*       . 

heritors 

7U\ 

... 

no. 

J«t 

..;b.t- 

yetl 
INof. 

SieSr 

modify. 

JO- 

'^y 
^ 

or  factors 

faitMight 
aver^g;ed. 

Berwick      - 

no. 

yes. 

yes;     but 
not  always 

yes;   from 

.  86    to   40 

summoned. 

yes. 

no;aroU- 
tion  of  wit- 
nesses. 

yesi 
October. 

quantities 
and  prices. 

modify! 

yei.     « 

Caithness    - 

no. 

general!) 

r        yes. 

yesi 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 
October. 

quantities 
andpricej. 

modify. 

j». ;  ^ 

Clackmannan 

no. 

generaU) 

r        yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

no;buts= 

no. 
1  Nov. 

<S^. 

modify. 

1 

Dumbarton 

yes. 

yesi 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 

no;  but » 

yes. 
October. 

prices  only 

no  moda- 
catioo. 

yes.  I  % 

Dumfries     - 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

7^ 

y«. 

yes. 

INOT. 

qwiniities 
and  prices. 

Mmsififi. 
cado.. 

JO-      * 

Edinburgh  - 

yes. 

yes. 

y^^ 

jw* 

y^ 

..ibot- 

no. 

11  Not. 

prices  only 

nomodift. 
cation. 

ID.        1 

Elgin 

yesi 

yes. 

yesi 

yes. 

yes. 

nojbntaa 

yes. 

quantifies 

no  Bodii. 

yn.  1  ^ 

October. 

and  prices  I  catioa. 

Fife    -        -        - 

no. 

yes. 

no:  because 

3». 

... 

y^ 

3^ 

qwi«iti» 

modify. 

F-  1.^ 

so  many  rents  are 

lOct 

andprica. 

paidbythefiars. 

Forfar 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 

no;  but « 

no. 

fricesonly, 
Vitqunti- 

no  mo£i- 

!«.     * 

iNOT. 

catioL 

tiesslMed. 

Uaddincton         * 

no  jury  J 

— 

noifuBtn 

abov.  100 

•» 

th.    ■mi- 

cmpof 

quantitits 

iWcent 

IkeriitKi 

Um  ih€ 

Jiff  sup- 

paying  grain  rents 

farmers  are 

leg.  of  being  a  wit- 

th.year. 

and  prices. 

added  to  tbi 

fCRd«^l 

plyingi 

ts  place. 

are  witDMSts. 

snamoned. 

ness  open  to  all. 

«  1  -t 

Inverness    - 

yes. 

yes. 

yesi 

yes. 

yes. 

no;bat«> 

... 

prices  witk 

J.1     .»' 

q..iliei. 

! 

Kincardine  • 

DO. 

yesi 

nol 

yes. 

no. 

no;but  — 

no. 

quantities 

no  modifi- 

^  * 

1  Oct. 

and  prices. 

cation. 

Kinross 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

no;but« 

yes. 

quantities 

modify. 

_ 

W.1 

lOct, 

and  prices. 

expenieoii 

ixportitiB*- 

Kirkcudbright      - 

yes? 

not 

yes. 

no. 

no. 

yes. 

no. 

quantities 

sometimes 

r^]> 

lOct. 

and  prices. 

modify. 

Lanark 

yes. 

yesi 

no. 

no. 

yesi 

• 
no;  but « 

no. 

INOT. 

quantities 
and  prices. 

modify. 

~ 

- 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

quantities 

no  modifi- 

11 Nov. 

and  prices. 

cation. 

Nairn 

yes. 

yes. 

no  and  yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

lOct. 

quantities 

and  prices 

of  sales. 

modify. 

vs.    ."' 

Peebles       -        - 

yes. 

generally 

generally. 

yes. 

yesi 

no ;  but  IB 

yes. 

quantities 

no  modifi- 

S.T* 

when 

INov. 

and  prices. 

cation. 

(JSOBI 

caniige^ 

known. 

Perth 

no. 

generally 

no. 

no. 

yes. 

no :    wit- 

yes. 

quantities 

sometimes 

!»•     * 

nesses  refbsed,  un- 

INov. 

and  prices. 

modify. 

less  their  expenses 

were  paid. 

J       L^4 

Orkney 

yes. 

generally 

no. 

yes. 

'  no. 

no;  but  = 

nol 

quantities 

sometimes 

lNov.1 

and  prices, 
but  not  al- 

modify. 

dedwt 
cinii§«- 

.  Ross  and    1 
Cromarty    / 

no. 

no. 

7^ 

no. 

no. 

no ;     wit- 

no. 

ways, 
quantities 

no  modifi- 

BO. 

> 

nesses  refused  to 

INov. 

and  prices. 

cation. 

-Jt«i 

Roxburgh  - 

yea. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

quantities 

DO  modifi- 

tes;cai-f 
do^^ 

lOcU 

are  not  ren- 

cation. 

• 

dered  to  the  jniy.          j 

Selkirk        -        - 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

— 

yes. 
lOct. 

quantities 
uid  prices. 

no  modin* 
cation. 

1^  , 

Stirling 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

y«. 

no. 

no. 
1  Nov., 

prices  only 

modify. 

00.    1 

Renfrew     - 

y«- 

yesi 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

yes.    ^ 
lOct. 

prices  1 

no  modifi- 
cation. 

Wigton 

yes. 

generally 

no. 

no. 

no. 

no;bata= 

no. 

quantities 

no  modifi- 

DO.   < 

INov. 

and  prices. 

cation. 

^ 

Tha  maik  1  addod  to  Yes  or  No,  denotes  &  qualified  affirmation  or  negatioB.* 
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THE  ASSEMBLY'S  QUERIES  ON  THE  FIARS. 


12. 

13. 

14. 

15.       :     16. 

17. 

18. 

10. 

20. 

21. 

yes. 

agent. 

yes ;  printed 

2  of  oats.  1  nooD. 

if  re- 

yes. 

-  -  Yes ;  composition  of  the  jury ;  he- 
ritors rarely  changed,  except  through 

rise. 

-  Some  rents  are 

schedules. 

quired. 

payable  by  the 

death;  some  of  them  jurors  for  40 

years. 

no. 

no. 

no* 

no. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

-  -  Many  ;  funds  wanted  to  pay  wk- 
nesses;  rates  seldom  according  to  Im- 
perial measure. 

•  Rents  in  money 
or  services. 

DO. 

committee 
of  clergy. 

no;  take  a  note 
of  prices. 

no. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

-  -  The  quantities  are  not  taken  toge- 
ther with  the  prices. 

^~ 

freight  & 

agent. 

no;  hut  now 

2  of  bear. 

yes. 

yes. 

yes. 

-  -  Prices  not  detailed,  but  averaged. 

rise. 

-  Very  few  rents 

commiB*^ 
dedacted. 

directed  to  do 
so. 

• 

A  kfRo  proportion  of  mixed  meal  ad- 
mitted as  evidence. 

paid  by  the  fiars. 

yes. 

no. 

yea.. 

aa 

Boon. 

DO. 

na 

-  *  The  evidence  brouffht  down  only 
to  Candlemas,  while  the  Fiar  Court 

_ 

^^ 

• 

meets  on  the  last  Thursday  of  Feb. 

no. 

no. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

.    3^- 

yes. 

•  -One  rate  deemed  a  defect:  fiars 
struck  too  early. 

rise. 

-A   few     rents 
paid     according 
tothefi#B. 

•  ~~ 

no. 

nOb 

9of  barley, 
2  of  oats. 

yw. 

y» 

BD. 

•        --—•-« 

rise- 

— 

no. 

no. 

no. 

no. 

noon. 

nerajjy. 

22  Feb. 

•  -  Quantities  not  taken  into  the  esti- 

^. 

«» 

mate  :  schedules  not  issued :  one  rate 

a  defect             ^ 

"~" 

no. 

yes  ;hut  with* 

QUtafoflB. 

no. 

y«*- 

yes. 

yes. 

"       •        -       —       -        -        - 

rise. 

-  Rents  paid  by 
the  fiars. 

DO. 

clergy  and 

treasnrersof 

hospitals. 

fonn  for  prices 

3  of  barley, 
2  of  wheat 
and  oats. 

yes. 

yea? 

2,8&10 
Mar.  for 
40  years. 

-  -  Prices  only  :  averages  taken  only 
^m  11  Nov.:  perhaps  a  deficiency 
of  evidence. 

rise. 

*"" 

no. 

clergy. 

no. 

no« 

yes. 

yes. 

no. 

-  -  One  rate  a  defect,  and  the  fiars 
struck  toe  early. 

rise. 

•*■ 

— 

o^en. 

yea;  sch^ 

no. 

yefc 

BO. 

yes* 

-  -  Two  eariy  struck :  sellers  allowed 

rise. 

-  Rents  paid  by 

dules. 

• 

to  make  deductions :  one  rate  a  defect. 

the  fiars. 

no. 

BO. 

fomwiththt 
inmrnoDS. 

no» 

noon. 

no» 

yes. 

.        ,        -       — 

- 

— 

prises  onl; 

giainsoldt 

nddeli- 

three  rates. 

yes. 

«• 

DO. 

-  -  Evidence  brought  down  only  to  the 

rise. 

-  Rents  paid  by 

county. 

last  Friday  but  one  of  Febraaiy. 

tbefiars. 

— ' 

HP.' 

no. 

no. 

noon. 

na 

yesl 

Room  for  improvement  -        -      .  - 

-Very    few,    if 
any  rents    paid 
by  the  fiars. 

no. 

igwt 

written  form 

BOb 

noon. 

not 

yes. 

-  -  The  best  qualities  of  grain  brought 

rise. 

-  A    few    rents 

• 

not  rightly 
filled  up. 

■ 

• 

by  dealers  in  the  next  county  are  not 
taken  into  the  estimate:   forms  not 
rightly  filled  up :  compositkm  of  the 

seem  to  be  paid 
by  the  fiars. 

no. 

no. 

no. 

2  of  barley. 

yes. 

nob 

yes;4to 

juiy. 

_ 

..^  ^ 

2  of  hear,  2  of  white  &~  2  of  hlacl 

:  pats. 

9  Mar. 

no. 

yes ;  hut  the 
direction  is 

attended  to. 

no. 

noon. 

BO. 

yes. 

-  -  The  defects  are  thai  witnesses  an 
not  paid :  the  fiars  too  early  struck : 
com-doders    resident    in    adjotning 
countift  not  summoned;   and  only 
one  rate  of  fiars. 

rise 

-  Many  rents  paid 
by  the  fiars. 

~ 

~ 

schedule ;  hut 

adefeetiYe 

one. 

2or8rates. 

yes. 

no. 

to4Mai. 

-  -  Deficiency  of  evidence :   diiferent 
rates   improperly    ascertnned ;  fiais 
too  early  struck. 

-  -  Evidence  extends  only   firom   11 

rise. 

-  Few  rents  are 
paid  by  tbefiars. 

yes. 

na 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

seldom. 

no. 

rise. 

•Mostfarms.pay 

2  Feb. 

Nov.  to  2  Feb. 

rents  by  the  fiars. 

yes. 

no» 

no. 

no. 

yes. 

yes ;  when 
there  isa 

yes. 

more  than  oae  rate  of  fiars. 

^ 

•~" 

no. 

no. 

no. 

three  rates. 

yes. 

newjuTor. 
no;  the 

BO. 

langed. 

-  -  Carriage  deducted;  and  the  evi- 
dence extending  no  farther  than  the 
20  Feb. 

rise. 

-Some  rents  paid 
by  tbefiars. 

DO. 

yes ;  withoii 
afonu 

two  rates; 

but  last  year 

<mly  one. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

-  -  Deficiency  of  evidence :  one  rate 
substituted  for  two  :  witnesses  refused 
unless  the  presbytery  paid  their  ex- 
penses. 

rise. 

-  Many  rents  are 
paid  by  the  fiars. 

no. 

aratof 
Ldj5andas. 

BO. 

no. 

BOQB» 

yea. 

yea. 

• 

-  No  rents  paid 

evidence. 

by  the  fiars,  but 

feu  duties  are. 

no;  e^ 

no ;  clergy 

no. 

no. 

nooik 

no. 

na 

--Altogether    defective:     evidence 

rise. 

^_ 

portatioDS 

not  allowed 

brought  down  no  later  than  20  Feb. : 

large. 

to  put  quesi 

ons. 

fiars  struck  from  16  to  20  March. 

no. 

no. 

no;  witnesses 
directed  to  ave- 

no. 

noon. 

yes. 

no. 

•  -  One    rate :    and    the   witnesses 
bringing  prepared  averagas  withoBt 

rise. 

-  Rents  are  paid 
by  the  fiars. 

rage  quantities  and  prices. 

the  quantities. 

^~' 

no. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

no. 

yes. 

One  rate 

rise. 

-  Two  rents  paid 
by  the  fiars. 

no. 

no^ 

no. 

two  rates 

yes. 

yw* 

yes. 

-  -  Deficiency    of  evidence :    prices 
only :  no  addidon  allowed  to  the  list 

rise. 

-Manyrents  paid 

of  bariey. 

by  the  fiars. 

of  witnesses. 

« 

no. 

no;  some- 
times clergy. 

no. 

two  rates. 

yes. 

ye.? 

yes. 

—        -        -        - 

- 

Many. 

no. 

no. 

no» 

BO. 

BOOB. 

no. 

yes. 

Deficiency  of  evidence    ... 

rise. 

-Many  rents  are 
paid  by  the  fiars. 

equality  =  following  "  but,''  id  column  6,  signifies  something  equivalent. 
0.36.  h  2 
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OBSERVATIONS  b;  a  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  tbe  Cburcb  of  Scotland, 
on  Striking  Fiabs,  or  fixing  the  Average  Prices  of  Grain  and  Oatmeal ;  published 
1822 ;  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Nicdl,  D.  D.,  Principal  of  the  United  Colleges^  St.  Aodrew'g; 
with  Tables  of  recent  Fiars^  and  Notes  concerning  the  present  methods  of  fixing 
Average  Rates.  To  which  are  added,  an  Abstract  of  tbe  Weight  and  Measnie  Act, 
5  Geo.  A,  c.  74;  and  Notes  relating  to  the  Stirling  Jug,  &c. 


De.Nicoll's  Lbttbr. 

To  Sir  David  Hunter  Blair,  of  Brownhill^  Bart.,  Convener  of  tbe  Coanty  of  Ayr^ 

Sir,  Edinburgh,  Angost  sotb,  182s. 

As  Convener  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  tlie  Cbarch  of 
%;otland,  to  take  under  consideration  the  present  mode  of  striking  the  Fiars  of  Corn, 
I  have  the  honour  of  trahsmitting  to  yon,  annexed  to  this  letter,  an  extract  from  the  Third 
Report  ma^e  to  Parliament  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  Scotland. 

This  Report  liea  at  present  on  the  table  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and  as  it 
may  be  brought  under  revieir  upon  a  motion  by  any  member  of  either  House,  there  seems 
thus  to  be  a  fair  opportunity  offered  for  the  candid  consideration  of  a  question  which  has, 
of  late  years,  been  the  subject  of  some  unpleasant  discussions. 

I  trust  that  you  are  fully  aware.  Sir,  that  the  clerey  are  far  from  being  the  only  persons 
having  a  material  interest  in  this  question.  It  is  by  the  fiars  that  the  value  of  all  corn  rents 
and  feu-duties  payable  to  the  Crown  is  ascertained,  and  that  a  considerable  propoi'tion  of 
land  rents  throughout  Scotland  is  fixed.  The  practice  of  letting  land  either  wholly  or  in 
part  for  a  grain  rent,  payable  at  the  rate  of  the  fiars,  has  now  become  Terv  frequent;  and 
were  the  present  loose,  vague,  objectionable  mode  of  striking  these  fiars  done  away,  con- 
sidering  tne  obvious  advantages  which  this  practice  holds  out  both  to  landlord  and  tenant, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  still  more  generally  adopted.  Had  this 
been  the  case  at  an  earlier  period,  bad  land  been  let  for  a  rent  bearing  a  constant  reference 
to  the  value  of  its  produce,  and  thus  adapting  itself  to  every  change  of  circumstances,  the 
agricultural  difficulties  experienced  of  late  years  would  not  have  occurred ;  difficulties  which 
are  yet  in  full  operation,  and  which,  if  not  soon  removed,  must  render  unavoidable  a  still 
farther  reduction  of  the  land  rent  of  this  coantrv.  The  proper  regulation  of  the  fiars, 
therefore,  by  legislative  authority,  may,  with  truth,  be  asserted  to  be  a  measure  not  only 
of  great,  but  of  very  general  importance;  for  it  is  only  by  such  a  measure  that  (in  the 
forcible  language  of  the  Parliamentary  Report)  full  and  equal  justice  can  be  done  to  all 
parties  concerned,  whether  clergy  or  laity,  landlord,  tenantry  or  others. 

The  clergy  are  perfectly  aware,  Sir,  that  more  influence  than  they  possess  is  reauisiteto 
procure  a  remedy  for  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  and  that  any  attempt  on  tneir  part 
to  accomplish  this  desirable  object,  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the  landed  interest, 
would  be  not  only  hopeless,  but  most  unpleasant,  as  tending  to  involve  them  in  disputes 
with  a  body  of  men  whom  they  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  with  so  much  respect,  and 
whose  good  opinion  it  is  their  anxious  desire  to  cultivate  and  retain.  Though  they  wish 
not  to  take  the  lead  in  any  measure  to  be  proposed,  it  yet  seems  absolutely  necessary  to 
submit  their  views  of  the  subject  in  a  tangible  shape,  because  otlierwise  it  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained how  far  these  views  do  or  do  not  accord  with  the  opinion  of  the  country. 

In  considering  the  subject  of  the  fiars,  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  system  (as  stated  10 
the  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners)  stands  on  a  footing  much  too  loose  and 
undefined.  The  most  prominent  objection,  however,  curises  from  that  part  of  tbe  regulations 
contained  in  the  Act  of  Sederunt  (1723)  of  the  Court  of  Session,  which  gives  to  ihejurydic 
pow^r  of  returning  a  verdict,  not  according  to  the  evidence  taken  in  their  presence,  hot 
according  to  that  evidence  mixed  up  with  and  corrected  by  their  own  knowledge  and  opinion, 
without  defining  how  much  weight  shall  be  given  to  the  one  species  of  testimony,  and  bow 
much  to  the  other,  thus  leaving  them,  without  any  prescribed  check,  to  act  according  tn 
their  own  discretion.  This  permission  to  a  jury  to  set  aside,  to  an  undefined  extent,  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses,  substituting  in  its  place  their  own  opinion  and  knowledge,  aod 
thus  to  find  certain  facts  proven  by  their  own  testimony,  forms  an  inconsistency  too  glaring 
to  require  comment.  It  is  presumed,  that  there  can  exist  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  pro* 
priety  of  having  it  declared,  that  the  jury  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  shall  be  sworn  to 
decide  according  to  evidence,  and  "According  to  evidence  alone.  This  being  prof ided,  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  question  of  much  importance  how  the  jury  shall  be  composed.   Ip 


*  Circulars  were  addressed  to  all  the  convsnen  of  counties* 
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'this  country  there  is  not  the  least  risk  that  15  individuals  of  respectable  character,  and  upon 
•oath,  can  be  induced  by  any  consideration  to  commit  wrong. 

It  ought  likewise  to  be  provided,  that  the  jury  should  admit  no  evidence  as  to  damaged 

grain ;  and  that  in  estimating  the  amount  of  the  evidence  f;iven  before  them,  regard  should 

be  had  to  tiie  quantity  sold  in  each  sale,  as  well  as  to  the  price;  as  in  some  counties,  in 

•^ascertaining  an  average,  the  same  effect  is  given  to  the  testimony  of  one  witness  deponing 

to  the  sale  and  price  of  10  bolls,  as  to  that  of  another  who  has  sold  perhaps  100  bolls. 

The  next  point  of  importance  is  the  procuring  of  proper  evidence,  and  this  is  a  point  to 
-which,  in  many  instances,  by  far  too  little  attention  is  paid.  Sufficient  care  is  not  always 
taken  to  select  the  most  proper  witnesses,  or  to  insure  the  attendance  of  those  who  are  se- 
lected. This  is  so  generally  admitted,  as  to  render  it  quite  unnecessary  to  enumerate 
particular  instances. 

The  remedy  here  would  be  to  summon  proper  witnesses  from  each  different  district  of  the 
•icounty,  and  10  insure  their  attendance  by  annexing  a  suitable  penalty  to  neglect ;  apd  as 
attendance  would  be  thus  more  rigidly  enforced,  and  many  of  the  witnesses  have  to  travel 
from  a  considerable  distance,  it  seems  desirable  that  a  fund  should  be  provided,  out  of 
which  a  reasonable  albwance  might  be  made  for  their  expenses.     It  might  perhaps  have 
a  good  effect  too,  if,  whilst  the  selection  remained  with  the  sheriff',  the  parties  concerned 
were  allowed  to  suggest  additional  witnesses,  when  they  judged  it  proper.    And  in  order  to 
satisfy  all  parties  that  the  evidence  thus  procured  is  properly  taken,  it  seems  extremely 
desirable,  that  a  right  should  be  given  to  each  class  of  persons  interested  in  the  result  to 
appoint  one  accredited  agent,  to  be  present  during  the  conducting  of  the  whole  business, 
to  offer  objections  to  any  irregularity  of  procedure,  and  to  suggest  such  questions  to  be  - 
put  to  the  witnesses  as  he  may  see  fit.    As  the  law  stands,  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether 
any  of  the  parties,  unless  ex  gratia  of  the  sheriff*,  can  be  present  in  court,  in  the  legal  sense 
of  that  expression ;  and,  indeed,  a  right  of  being  present  individually  and  indiscriminately 
would  be  neither  desirable  nor  proper. 

With  respect  to  the  period  at  which  the  fiars  are  struck,  it  does  appear  that  it  would  be 
an  improvement  on  the  present  system,  to  have  them  struck  somewhat  later  in  the  season, 
probably  just  before  seed-time.  If  it  be  indeed  wished  that  the  fiars  sliould  exhibit  a  fair 
value  of  the  preceding  crop,  it  is  quite  evident,  that  this  purpose  cannot  be  obtained  by 
a  valuation  taken  early  in  the  month  of  February,  whilst  nearly  one-half  of  that  crop 
remains  unsold.  To  such  an  alteration,  it  does  not  seem  that  any  party  immediately  con-^ 
cerned  would  have  an  interest  to  object;  since  it  is  quite  uncertain,  whether  the  price  of 
grain  shall  rise  or  fall  towards  the  end  of  the  season ;  though  of  late  years  it  has  oftener 
fallen. — At  all  events,  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  would  approach  nearer  towards  giving  a  fair 
view  of  the  value  of  the  grain  of  eacli  particular  crop. 

If,  then,  the  fiars  were  struck  at  a  proper  season;  if  the  jury,  in  striking  them,  were 
"bound  to  decide  according  to  evidence;  and  if  every  possible  care  were  exhibitedain  sum- 
moning and  enforcing  the  attendance  of  proper  witnesses,  and  liaving  their  evidence  properly 
taken  ]  the  average  price  of  a  boll  of  each  species  of  grain  would  be  ascertained  with  as 
much  precision  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  or,  and  the  result  will  be  such  as  to 
satisfy  all  reasonable  men.  There  are  to  be  found  in  all  classes  and  professions  unreasonable 
men,  whom  it  is  impossible  to  satisfy.  If,  Sir,  nothing  more  could  be  effected  than  the 
ascertaining  thus  fairly  a  general  average  price,  an  object,  in  the  attainment  of  which,  it  is 
presumed,  all  concerned  will  readily  concur,  a  great  beueKt  will  have  been  acquired,  and 
much  of  the  cause  of  the  present  dissatisfaction  will  have  been  removed. 

It  must  be  evident,  however,  that,  in  order  to  render  the  fiars  a  proper  criterion  by  which 
^to  regulate  bargains  in  grain,  and  to  enable  landlords  to  adapt  their  victual  rents  to  the 
qualities  of  the  different  soils,  and  to  introduce  uniformity  in  the  whole  system,  it  is 
necessary,  not  only  to  fix  a  general  average,  but  to  have  regard  to  the  different  qualities 
of  each  species  of  grain,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  different  districts  of  a  county. 

This  mod^of  having  more  than  one  fiars  struck  for  each  kind  of  grain  corresponding  to 
its  dififerent  qualities,  is  already  adppted  by  nearly  one-half  of  the  counties  in  Scotland  "^^ 
and  is  to  be  found  in  its  simplest  and  most  complete  state  in  the  county  of  East  Lothian,  as 
iioticcd  in  the  Parliamentary  Report.  In  that  county,  after  ascertaining  the  general  average 
Tprice  of  a  boll  of  each  species  of  grain,  the  iury  proceed  to  strike  another  average  of  ali 
the  sales  sworn  to  as  above  this  price,  and  a  third  average  of  the  sales  below  it,  wtiich  two 
averages  form  the  highest  and  the  lowest  fiars  f. 

If  may  be  said,  that  the  clergy  have  an  interest  in  this  recommendation,  as  their  stipends 
are  payable  by  the  highest  fiars!  The  Committee  are  aware  that  such  a  remark  may  be 
made,  abd  they  are  ready  to  meet  it  with  perfect  fairness.  The  words  of  the  Act  1808 
manifestly  imply  it  to  have  been  the  understanding  of  the  Legislature,  that  there  were 

different 


^  Since  the  above  was  published,  the  records  of  fiars  of  the  counties  have  been  examined,  and  it 
appears  that  the  practice  of  having  more  than  one  fiar  struck  is  adopted  in  only  a  few  instances.  See 
Tables  of  Fiars,  Nos.  1—6,  and  Notes  (a)  and  (6). 

f  See  Note  (<?),  relating  to  fiars  iu  Ayrshire. 
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different  fiars  stroGk  in  each  county ;  and  when  it  ib  consider^  on  what  a  highly-favoored 
footing  the  landed  interest  stand  wiUi  respect  to  titfaei  iu  Scotland,  compared  to  aoy  other 
country  in  EDrope,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  that  a  body  of  men  so  very  respectable  will  oot 
allow  a  partial  and  inconsiderable  object  of  this  kind  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  great  public 
measure.  The  object  may  be  called  inconsiderable,  because,  when  the  clergy  are  dedocted 
in  those  counties  where  different  fiars  are  already  established ;  when  to  these  are  added 
stipendiaries  who  have  no  connection  with  tithesi,  and  those  whose  stipeods  are  payable  whoilj 
or  nearly  so  in  money  ;  it  will  probably  be  found,  that  the  majority  of  the  clerical  body 
hav€  no  interest  in  this  particular  part  of  the  plan*  If,  however,  this  circumstance  shall  be 
considered  as  forming  an  insurmountable  objection,  then  the  counties  wb^e  it  has  bitherta 
been  tkie  practice  may  insist  for  the  continuance  of  one  general  average ;  whilst  in  tboee 
counties  where  the  practice  has  been  different,  it  may  be  regulated  and  rendered  onifonniQ 
the  proposed  Bill. 

in  conformity  with  the  views  above  expressed^  in  which,  I  trust,  tb^re  is  nothioe  unfm 
or  unreasonable,  and  leaving  the  details  to  be  arranged  hereafter  by  the  framersof  the  Bill, 
if  this  measure  shall  be  gone  into,  I  take  the  liberty  ef  annexing  a  short  Schedule,  coo- 
taining  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  might  with  propriety  form  the  leading 
points  in  a  legi3lative  enactoi^t.  These  are  submitted  merely  as  susgesiions,  upoDwbid), 
with  all  deference  and  respect,  they  venture  to  solicit  the  opinions  of  such  of  the  couaties 
as  take  an  interest  in  the  matter.  With  all  such  thej^  will  be  happy  to  have  the  honour  of 
farther  communication,  and  will  feel  much  gratification  in  being  permitted  to  co-operate 
with  them  for  the  attainment  of  aq  object  of  such  general  importance  to  the  coqduj. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  very  obedieot  servant, 

F^andiVicolL 


SCHBDULft. 

1.  That  the  jury  being  impannelled,  and  upon  oath,  shall  in  this,  as  in  all  other  caies, 
give  a  verdict  apcording  to  the  evidence  laid  before  them^  without  taking  into  their  Tiev 
any  other  consideration. 

2.  That  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  the  jurv  shall  reject  all  evidence  respecting 
damaged  |;rain,  and  in  making  op  their  verdict  shall  take  into  consideration  the  qaaotity  as 
well  as  pnee  in  each  particular  sale. 

3.  That  during  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  whole  proceedings,  ooeonnoie 
individuals  from  each  class  of  those  interested  in  the  result  shall  have  a  right  to  beprcmt, 
and  to  suggest  such  questions  to  be  put  to  the  witnesses  as  may  be  judged  proper. 

4.  Provision  shall  be  made,  that  in  bringing  forward  the  evidence,  the  necessair  atteotioa 
shall  be  given  to  select  proper  witnesses,  and  from  the  different  districts*  of  thecoantji 
and  that^he  agents  of  tne  several  parties  interested,  after  inspecting  the  list,  may  recom- 
mend additional  witnesses,  it  being  understood  that  the  sheriff  has  the  power  of  affixing 
limits  to  such  recommendations. 

5.  That  the  fiars  shall  be  struck  in  the  last  week  of  March  yearly  f,  and  shall  ioclodeaH 
sales,  being  of  the  growth  of  the  county,  made  from  the  separation  of  the  crop  op  to  die 
day  of  striking  the  fiars. 

6.  That  different  fiars  shall  be  struck  in  every  county  for  each  kind  of  grain,  conw- 
ponding  to  its  different  qualities,  and  regulated  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  several  partiei 
naving  an  interest. 

(If  the  counties  having  but  one  fiar  at  present  shall  generally  object  to  this),  let  it  run 
thus :  That  in  those  counties  where  more  than  one  fiar  is  already  struck  for  each  kind  of 
grain,  the  practice  of  doing  so  shall  be  continued  and  properly  regulated. 


EXTRACT  from  the  Third  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  od  the 

Courts  of  Justice  in  Scotland. 

Sheriff  Courts. 

ooeof 
the 
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county,  for  the  preceding  crop;  and  which  rates  serve  as  a  rule  for  asceitaining  the  ralues 
in  money,  not  only  in  compositions  payable  to  the  Crown  and  stipends  to  tbeclergji  h"^ 
also  in  contracts  where  the  parties  themselves  have  not  previously  determined  their  precise 
amount,  or  in  sales,  feus,  or  leases,  where  it  is  agreed  that  the  fiars  shall  be  the  rate  of 
payment. 

The  origin  of  this  practice  does  not  clearly  appear.     The  author  of  the  Caledonia  datw 

the  commencement  of  the  sheriff-fiars  after  the  year  1617  J.     The  history  given  by  other 

wnters 


See  Note  (b).  f  ^^  Note  (c).  J  8ee  Note  (d). 
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writers  is,  that  the  original  object  of  the  institatkyn  hafin^  been  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
the  rents  and  fea-dutics  payable  to  the  Crown,  the  fiats  of  these  were  fir»t  settled  bjr  ihe 
Lords  of  Exchequer,  upon  information  given  by  the  sheriff,  bm  that  afterwards  the  business 
was  committed  to  the  sheriflTs  themselves.  A  ]ate  amhor  upon  tithes  (Mr.  Connell,  vol.  ii. 
sect.  153),  traces  commissary  fiars  back  to  the  period  of  the  reformation,  when  consistorial 
or  commissary  courts  were  established  in  place  of  those  of  the  bishops  and  those  of  therr 
officials.  The  chief  use  of  tiiese  must  have  been  to  fix  the  demands  of  the  clergy  otit  of 
the  tithes,  when  not  drawn  ipsa  corpora. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  original  objects  of  this  institution,  it  became  of  great 
utifity  in  many  different  ways,  and  having  frequently  been  referred  to  in  litigated  questions 
before  the  civil  courts^  the  attention  oftlie  Court  of  Session  was  in  a  particular  manner 
called  to  it  id  the  year  1723,.  in  consequence  of  some  irregularities  which  it  was  alleged  had 
taken  place  in  the  mode  of  adjusting  the  prices ;  on  which  account  the  Act  of  Sederunt  was 
thought  necessary  to  be  made  (21st  December  1723),  laying  down  certain  rules  for  the 
conduct  of  the  sheriflfs  and  their  deputes  in  that  business,  bearing  in  substance  that  they 
should^  yearly,  between  the  4th  and  20th  of  February,  **  summon  a  Competent  number  of 
persons^  living  within  the  sheriffdom,  who  have  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  prices  and 
trade  of  victual  within  these  bounds,  and  from  them  to  choose  15  men,  whereof  not  fewer 
than  eight  shall  be  heritors,  to  pass  upon  the  inquest,  and  return  their  verdict  concerning 
the  fiars  for  the  preceding  crop,  of  every  kind  of  victual  of  the  product  of  that  sheriffdom  y 
directing  them  also  to  summon  witnesses  and  adduce  evidence  of  the  price  at  which  the 
several  sorts  of  grain  had  been  sold,  particularly  since  the  1st  November  preceding;  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  to  another  day  if  necessary,  to  fix  the  prices  or  rates  of  different 
qualities,  if  this  was  found  expedient,  and  then  to  record  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  and  give 
out  extracts,  8cc. 

Sooae  doubts  were  entertained,  whether  the  Cou^t  of  Session  had  sufficient  power  to 
make  sucb>  regulations ;  and  in  fact  these  were  not  strictly  observed  in  ail  the  counties.  In 
one  of  tlie  most  imf^roved  districts  in  Scotland,  namely,  East  Lothian,  the  sbeilff  adopted 
entirely  a  difieren^plaa  of  his  own*;  which,  im  a  subsequent  question  coacerning  it,  re- 
ported in  the  Faculty  Collectioiv  of  Decisions,  10th  December  1771,  Knox  and  Company 
againrt  tbe  Sheriff  of  HaddingtcMi,  was  tkoughi  to  be  pveferable  to  that  of  the  Act  of 
Sederunt. 

Utffertunatefy,  theiH*fore,  this  business  at  present  siAods  upon  a  footing  miek  too  loose 
and  undefiffed,  although  it  has  beconne  of  greater  importance  than  ever,  in  consequence 
of  the  statute  4*  Geo.  3,  c.  138,  intituled,  ^  An  Act  for  defining^and  reguladngr  the  rowers 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Teinds-,  in'  augmenting  and  nu>difying'  vbe  Stipends  of  the  CJergy 
of  Scotland;^  which  ordains  all  stipends  to  be  modified  in  grain  or  victual,  converted  i^to 
money,  according  to  ||ie  highest  fiar  pricea  of  the  county  nxed  by  the  sheriff. 

Soon  after  passing  tliis  Act,  a  report  was  m^de  to  the  General  Assembly  df  die  church 
of  Scotland,  by  a  committee  of  that  body,  in  which  it  was  smned,  that  the  business  of 
striking  the  fiiars  had  been  executed  in  a  very  irr&gullar  and  defective  mannerin  all  or  most 
of  the  counties,  by  which  the  clergy  were  in  danger  of  being  materially  injured^  in'  their 
livings.  Instructions,  therefore,  were  given  to  the  procurator  for  the  church  to  represent 
this  master  tb  the  Court  of  Session,  ano  Co  obtain  such  redress^as  eould  be  given*  But  upon 
application  the  Court  lefused  to  interfeve. 

In  these  circumstances,  we  think  it  necessary  to  report  it  as  our  clear  opinion,  that  this 
part  of  the  sheriff^s  ministerial  dutv  should  now  be  recognised  and  specifically  regulated  by 
an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  that  fuU  ^nd  equal  justice  may  be  done  to  all  parties  concerned, 
whether  clergy  or  laity,  landlord,  tenantry,  or  others. 


ACT  OF  SEDERUNT- 

at  December  1723. 

**  Act  declaring  and  appointing  the  Manner  of  striking  the  Sheriff-fiars.'^ 

Thb  Lonfe  of  Council  and  Session  considering;  that  the  use  of  the  sberiff-fiais  is  to 
liquidate  the  price  of  victual,  in  divers  processes  that  come  before  them  and  the  subor-* 
dinate  judicatories,  and  that  there  is  a  general  complaint  that  the  said  fiars  are  struck 
and  given  out  by  the  sheriffs  without  du^  care  and  inquiry  into  the  current  and  just  prices; 
and  that,  when  some  sheriffs  proceed  in  striking  the  fiars  by  way  of  inquest,  yet  they  get 
not  sufficient  evidence  to  the  jury,  and  that  other  sheriffs  proceed  arbitrarily,  and  without 
an  inquest,  and  that  some  of  them  entirely  neglect  to  strike  fiars;  which  creates  great  un- 
certainty and  much  delay  and  expense  in  the  administration  of  justice: 

Therefore,  the  said  Lords  hereby  appoint  and  require  the  sheriffs  of  Scotland  and  their 
dieputesy  yearly,  betwixt  the  4th  and  2olh  of  February  fo.s.  that  is,  between  the  16th  of 
February  and  4tb  of  March],  to  summon  before  them  a  competent  number  of 'persons 
living  within  the  sheriffilom,  who  have  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  prices  and  trade  of 

victual 


♦  See  Note  (a.) 
0.36.  h4 
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victual  in  those  bounds,  and  from  them  to  choose  15  men»  whereof  not  fewer  than  eight 
shall  be  heritors,  to  pass  upon  the  inquest,  and  return  their  verdict  on  the  evidence  under- 
written, or  on  their  own  proper  knowledge,  concerning  the  fiars  for  the  preceding  crop 
of  every  kind  of  victual,  of  the  produce  of  that  sheriffdom :  And  the  said  sheriffs  and  their 
deputes  shall,  to  the  same  time  and  place  unto  which  the  jury  is  called,  also  summon  the 
properest  witnesses,  and  addnce  them,  and  all  other  good  evidence  before  the  said  juiy^ 
concerning  the  price  at  which  the  several  sorts  of  victual  have  been  bought  and  soid, 
especially  since  the  first  (13th)  of  November  immediately  preceding,  until  that  day;  and 
also,  concerning  all  other  good  grounds  or  arguments,  from  whence  it  may  rationally  be 
concluded,  by  men  of  skill  and  experience,  what  ought  to  be  established  .is  the  just  fiar- 
prices  for  the  said  crop ;  and  any  persons  then  present  may,  in  open  court  and  not  other-- 
wise,  and  observing  due  order  and  respect,  offer  information  to  the  jury  concerning  tlie 
premises,  and  concerning  the  evidence  adduced,  or  that  might  be  adduced  before  them. 
And  if  it  appear  to  the  sheriff  or  his  deputes,  or  to  the  jury,  that  the  adducing  of  proper 
evidence  has  been  in  any  way  disappointed,  or  that  the  evidence  adduced  is  defective,  the 
said  sheriff  or  his  deputes  shall  adjourn  the  jury  to  a  certain  and  proper  day,  that  sufficient 
evidence  may  then  be  laid  before  them  ;  ana  the  jury  being  dulv  sworn  before  the  evidence 
be  entered  upon,  when  the  same  is  concluded  the  said  jury  shall  be  and  remain  inclosed  till 
they  have  finished  their  verdict,  which  they  shall  return,  signed  by  their  chancellor  and 
clerk,  to  the  sheriff  or  his  depute,  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  that  purpose  by  the  sheriff 
or  his  deputes,  when  the  said  jury  was  inclosed.    And  the  said  sheriff  or  his  deputes  shall, 
on  or  beibre  the  first  (13)  day  of  March,  pronounce  and  give  forth  sentence,  according  to 
the  said  verdict,  determining  and  fixing  the  fiar  prices  for  the  crop  preceding,  of  each  kind 
of  victual  of  the  product  of  that  sheriffdom.     And  farther,  in  such  shires  where  the  use 
and  custom  has  been,  or  where  it  may  now  be  found  needful  and  convenient,  to  strike 
different  fiars,  according  to  the  different  qualities  of  the  several  sorts  of  victual;  the  said 
use,  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  good  and  profitable,  shall  be  continued  or  introduced 
by  the  seveial  sheri&  respectively,  and  the  said  different  fiars  shall  be  fixed  and  determined 
as  the  other  fiars,  in  manner  above  appointed.    All  which  fiars  the  said  bheriff  or  his  deputes 
shall  forthwith  record  in  their  books,  and  their  clerks  shall  give  extracts  thereof  to  any 
person  who  asks  the  same,  and  that  for  payment  of  7f.  Scotch  money,  and.no  more,  for 
the  whole  fiars  of  one  year.    And  the  said  Lords  of  Council  and  Session,  that  the  admini- 
stration of  justice  in  the  Court  of  Sessions  and  subordinate  courts  may  no  longer  suffer  by 
the  negligence  and  defects  above  mentioned,  do  hereby  appoint  and  strictly  require  the 
sheriffs  and  their  deputes  and  clerks  punctually  to  observe  the  premises ;  and  that  the  same 
be  also  observed  by  the  stewards  of  Kirkcudbright  and  of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  and  their 
deputes  and  their  clerks;  and  that  the  said  sheriffs  and  stewards  and  their  deputes  and  clerks 
do  begin  the  observation  thereof  in  February  next,  as  they  regard  and  will  be  answerable 
for  the  due  execution  of  their  offices.     And  the  said  Lords  appomt  tl||s  Act  to  be  forthwith 
printed  and  published;  and  the  clerks  of  session  are  to  give  an  extract  thereof  to  each 
sheriff  and  steward,  gratis,  to  the  end  that  it  maybe  recorded  in  the  said  sherifi&'*and 
stewards'  books,  which  the  said   sheriff  and  steward  clerks  are  hereby  enjoined  to  do 
accordingly.  • 

Explanation  of  TABLES  L  IL  and  IIL  of  Fiar  Prices  of  Oatmeal,  of  Wheat, 

and  of  Barley. 

I.  Oatmeal. — By  an  examination  of  the  records  concerning  fiars,  it  appears  that  since 
1822,  the  yearly  fiars  for  oatmeal  have  been  struck  by  one  general  average  in  each  countr, 
with  the  exception  of  Peebles-shire,  where  three  fiars  are  struck,  called  a  first,  second  and* 
third  price:  However,  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  prior  to  1817  the  same  rule  prevailed  in 
Peebles  as  in  other  shires,  of  striking  only  one  yearly  average  for  oatmeal  and  for  grain. 
In  Linarkshire  and  Renfrewshire,  since  1811,  two  fiars  have  been  occasionally  struck,  bat 
frequently  the  juries  in  these  counties  have  found  no  distinction  in  price  '*  between  the 
averages  of  the  prices  of  the  best  and  the  average  prices  of  the  whole,  as  given  in  evidence,*' 
and  consequently  only  one  fiar.  There  are  no  fiars  for  oatmeal  in  the  county  of  Haddington. 
A  fiar  for  meal  from  black  oats  is  f>eculiar  to  Inverness-shire.  In  Fifeshire  a  fiar  is  struck 
for  oatmeal  by  measure  as  well  as  by  weight,  the  average  by  measure  being  1 5.  per  boll  less 
than  by  weight. 

II.  Wheat. — ^There  are  no  fiars  for  wheat  in  Argyleshire,  Caithness-shire,  nor  Orkney. 
In  the  counties  of  Haddington  and   Peebles  three  prices  are  fixed.     In  Edinburgh  and' 
Perth  two  fiars  are  struck,  and  one  fiar  in  other  counties.    In  Fife  a  distinction  is  made 
between  white  and  red  wheat;  the  price  of  the  former  being  always  2  5.  per  quarter  higlier 
than  the  latter. 

II  f.  Babley. — ^Two  fiars  are  struck  in  the  county  of  Perth,  and  threq  prices  are  struck 
in  the  counties  of  Edinburgh,  Haddington  and  Peebles;  in  the  latter  this  innovation  is 
recent,  as  already  mentioned.  In  other  districts  and  counties  there  is  only  one  fiar,  or. 
ji^eneral  average  for  barley.  In  the  counties  of  Berwick,  Stirling  and  Clackmannan  one 
tiar  is  struck  tor  each  of  the  two  districts  into  which  these  counties  are  divided.  See 
Table  HI. 
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TABLE  L— Fiar  Prices  of  Oatmbal,  for  six  Years,  Crop  1833—1828,  both  inclusiTe. 


COUNTIES. 

Price  per  Boll,  of  140  lb$.  Avoirdupois,  for  eMh  Year. 

88. 

Rate  p'  Cbal. 
der  of  16  Bolls 
=  S,S40  lb*. 

1833. 

1834. 

1825. 

1836. 

1837. 

18 

AvuirOupob, 
on  an  aTcrage 
of   these   six 
Years. 

t. 

d. 

«. 

A 

t. 

d. 

«. 

d. 

«.     d. 

». 

d. 

£.    t.     d. 

Aberdeenshire 

16 

- 

15 

- 

16 

- 

24 

6 

H    4 

16 

3 

13   12      3 

Argyleshire  -        •        • 

20 

3 

19 

8 

19 

4 

«5 

9 

17    7 

31 

4 

16  10     5i 

Ayrshire       ... 

19 

3h 

18 

.1 

18 

- 

34 

6i 

14    7  5 

19 

5 

15    3    6* 

Banfihire     ... 

17 

- 

14 

6 

16 

- 

94 

- 

15    - 

17 

4 

13  13    6| 

Berwickshire 

18 

3i 

16 

9i 

18* 

- 

27 

11 

17    iJ 

18 

9 

15  11     8 

Buteshire      ... 

IS 

4 

18 

6f 

18 

6i 

H 

- 

15    4 

30 

- 

15    8    65 

Caithne&s-shire 

17 

lOj 

17 

5 

16 

- 

31 

7i 

»5    -/o 

15 

-A 

13  14  10 

Clackmannanshire  - 

20 

- 

18 

6 

19 

- 

36 

9 

15  10 

18 

9 

15  16  lOf 

Dumbartonshire    • 

19 

10 

18 

11 

19 

7 

«4 

8 

16    7 

20 

4 

15  19    9i 

Dumfries-shire 

20 

- 

16 

8 

17 

- 

27 

1 

13  11  i 

18 

1* 

15     -  lOf 

Edinburghshire     >        - 

19 

6 

18 

- 

18 

6 

36 

8 

16    1 

18 

9 

15  16    - 

Elgin,  or  Morayshire      . 

17 

9^ 

»7 

9l 

19 

6i 

25 

6i 

18    7i 

17 

9i 

15  13    3j- 

Fifeshire       ... 

19 

9 

18 

6 

18 

10 

26 

- 

16  10  i 

18 

4i 

15  13  loj 

For&rshire    ... 

19 

- 

18 

6 

18 

4 

37 

5 

i6    0 

18 

» 

15  14    8 

InTcmcss-shire 

18 

6^ 

17 

9i 

20 

5^ 

34 

'Of 

18    8 

17 

4 

15  11    H 

Kincardineshire     -     •  - 

18 

6 

17 

s 

17 

11 

37 

- 

16    4i 

18 

Si 

1.5    7  lO 

Kinross-shire 

18 

a 

17 

1 

17 

6 

26 

6 

15    6 

-» 

— _ 

Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright 

19 

6 

16 

- 

16 

4 

25 

10 

13  10^ 

17 

H 

14  10      3 

fbest  boll    . 
Lanarkshire  { 

(^second 

30 
19 

5l 

17 
16 

si 
9 

iS 

u 

26 

6 

15  10 
>5    -J 

19 
18 

6 

15    13   llf 

15    6   .4* 

Linlithgowshire     > 

19 

3 

17 

7 

19 

a 

26 

'«>i 

15    5 

19 

3 

15  13  i-^ 

Naimsliire     ... 

17 

4 

17 

4 

18 

8 

24 

- 

17    9i 

16 

io|    14  18    8J 

Orkney 

16 

6 

17 

4 

13 

6J 

19 

10 1 

H    4J 

— 

■first  price  - 

19 

7i 

\6 

»o* 

18 

-* 

27 

9i 

15  104 

18 

3l    15  10    8 

Peebles-sbire|  second  price 
Lthird  price 

19 

- 

16 

3i 

17 

6 

27 

1 

15    4 

18 

-i|  15    I  11 

18 

5* 

15 

10  i 

17 

\i 

26 

8f 

14  11  J 

17 

9J    14  15  nf 

Perthshire     -        .        - 

>7 

8 

l8 

9 

•9 

- 

26 

9 

16    6 

17 

-       15  13    9f 

fbest  quality 
Renfrewshire        ..       , 
(.medium  do. 

so 
20 

10 
3 

18 

« 

19 

~ 

24 

7 

15  10 
15    6i 

19 

11  J 

15  16    6f 
15  14   H 

Ross  and  Cromarty  shires 

18 

2f 

18 

H 

20 

-f 

23 

9i 

20  10} 

17 

4l 

15  16    If 

Roxburghsliire 

18 

5 

16 

6 

17 

6i 

2G 

9 

16    8 

18 

9 

15    5    8 

Selkirkshire  . 

18 

10 

16 

7i 

17 

6 

26 

11 

16  11  • 

>7 

8 

15    5    «f 

Stirlingshire  -        -        - 

19 

- 

17 

6 

16 

6 

36 

- 

15    - 

18 

- 

15    4    - 

Sutherlandshire     - 

18 

8i    18 

9i 

18 

91 

24 

5* 

so    - 

18 

6 

15  18    6 

Wigtonshire  -        -        - 

17 

8 

16 

4 

16 

6 

33 

10 

13    a 

17 

10 

13  18     3f 

On  1  ith  June  1828,  the  rate  of  Fiars  of  the  best  Oatmeal,  on  an  av 
Scotland,  for  25  preceding  years,  was  asce.rtained  to  be   • 

erageofl 

17     3      3i 

The  average  for  sia 

[  years,  ai 

above    - 

. 

. 

m                  m 

. 

. 

15    6    4 

0.36- 
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TABLE  IL— Fian  of  Whsat,  Crop  1828. 


HiEhest  Prices 
per  loiperial  Qr. 

HlgbeitPrkei 
per  Imperial  Qr. 

Counties  in  which  one  Flar 

ofbestWhemt. 

Counties  in  which  one  Fiar 
is  struck: 

of  best  Wheat 

is  struck : 

£.    S.    d. 

£.  t.    d. 

Aberdeenshire          ... 

3    7- 

Forfarshire      -        -        •        - 

3  H    « 

Ayrshire           •         .         .         • 

364 

Kincardineshire       ... 

3  16    7 

Banffshire        .         -        .         - 

a  19    5 

Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright 

364 

Berwickshire   -         -         •         - 

3    8    5i 

Umarkshire     .        .        -        - 

3    7    5 

Buteshire         .        -        -        • 

3    5- 

Linlithgowshire        ... 

3  10   • 

Clackmunnanshire    .         -         - 

36- 

Renfrewshire  -        .        -        . 

3    4- 

BuQibartoDshire       -        -        - 

3    5     3 

Roxburghshire         ... 
Selkirkshire    .... 

3    6    . 

Dunifriea-fihire         -        -        - 

3    9- 

3    4   S 

Elgin,  or  Morayshire 

3    4    7i 
3    9  loj. 

Stirlingshire    .... 
Suthenandshire        ... 

3    8   . 

Flfeshlrct  white  wheat 

3    9- 

Red  wheat,  as  usual,  3  s.  per 

Wigtoaahire    .... 

3    3   4 

quarter  short  of  white  wheat. 

Counties  where  two  or  three  Fiars  are  stmck  : 


Edinburghshire 
Perthshire 
Hsddmgtonshire 
PeebleS'iihire 


Third  Price. 


£.    $.    d. 


364 


Seeond  Price. 


£.  «.     d. 
3  10    - 

3    a    7 
3  »o    si 
3  II   to 


£.  s. 

3  14 
3  9 
8»6 

3  15 


7 


In  the  following  Shires  the  Fiars  are  struck  by  the 
County  Boll : 

Cromartyshire         ....... 

Invemess««hire        ....... 

Nairnshire      ........ 

Ross-shire      .-•.«... 


Price  per  BoU 
of  best  Wheat. 


1  13  4 

I  17  4 

1  13  - 

1  13  4 


TABLE  UL— Fiars  of  Barley,  Crop  1898. 


Counties  or  Districts  where  one 

Higheet  Price 
per  Imperial  Qr. 

Counties  or  Districts  where  one 

Hi«best  Price 
perl^ierialQr. 

Fiar  18  struck  : 

Fiar  is  struck : 

£.  f.    d. 

£.  s.    d. 

Aberdeenahire          -        -        - 

1  la    - 

Fifeshire          .... 

t  16    3i 

Ayrshire           .... 

1  18    ai 

Forfarshire      .... 

1  18  11 

Banffkhire         .         -         .         • 

I  13    6 

Kincardineshire       ... 

1   17    9I 

Berw)ck^ire>  viz.  Merse  district 

2    -    5i 

Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright 

1  16    4 

Ditto           Lammermuir  do* 

1  10^    9 
1  18    6 

Lanarkshire     •        •        -        . 

3      19 

Buteshire         .... 

Roxburghshire         ... 
Selkirkshire     .... 

I  14    4 

Oockmonnanshire : 

I  14    4 

Barley  grown  on  rich  carse  or 

Stirlingshire: 

clay  soils,  on  banks  of  the 

.  Barley  from  rich  soils  on  banks 
ofForth  .... 

Forth        .... 

1  18    8 

1  17    4 

Dr^'Beld,  or  barley  on  uplands 

1   18  io2 

Dryfield,  or  barley  from  up- 

Dumharlonshire      ... 

1  18    - 

lands        .... 

1  14    8 

Dumfrje^-ehire         ... 

1  16    6 

Sutherlandshire        ... 

1  15    - 

Elgin,  or  Morayshire 

1  13    3i 

Wigtonshire    .... 

1  14    8 
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Counties  friiere  three  Fiars  are  struck: 


Edinburghshire 
Perthshire      - 
Haddingtonshire 
Peebles-shire 


Third  Prioe. 


1    le     ^ 
1  13  10 


Second  Price. 


1  16  . 

I  14  - 

1  19  3tV 

1  15  4     I 


£.  t.  d. 

1  18  - 

1  16  5 

1  16  6 


To  convert  the  price  of  the  Imperial  quarter  to  the  price  per  Linlithgow  boll,  multiply  by 
.7284546. 


In  the  following  Shires  thoFlarsare  struck  by  the 
County  Bon : 

Cromartyshire        ••..-• 
InvemeM-shire       -       •       - 
Nairnshire      ....--•. 
Ross-shire      ..-.-.. 


Price 

per 

Boil 

of  bett  Bariej. 

£. 

$• 

4. 

1 

7 

6 

1 

7 

— 

1 

6 

- 

1 

7 

6 

TABLE  IV.— Fiar  Prices  of  Bbab,  Crop  i8s8. 


Highest  Price 

Hifhett  Price 

per  Quarter 

per  Quarter 

Counties  where  one  Fiar  is 

of  best  Beer. 

Counties  where  one  Fiar  is 
struck: 

of  beat  Bear. 

struck: 

• 

£.  9.    d. 

£.  9.     d. 

Aberdeenshire         .        .        • 

1  10    5 

Forfarshire,  Chester  bear 

^   15     5 

Argyleshire     •        -        -        . 

1     9    4 

Kincardineshire        .        ^        . 

1   11     4 

Ayrshire          -        -        -        . 

1  13    6 

Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright 
Lanarkshire    •        •        •        • 

1    12     « 

Buteshire        .        .        .        - 

1  la    - 

1  16  loi 

Dumbartonshire       •        .        . 

1  15    ^l 

Sutherlandshire        ... 

I    8    J 

Dumfries-shire         .        -        - 

1     9    4 

Wigtonshire     .... 

1  10   - 

Fifeshire          .        .        .        • 

1  14    3j 

Limithgowahire,  barley  bear     • 

a    -    - 

Counties  in  iriiich  two  or  three  Fiars  are  struck : 


Renfrewshire,  barley  bear 
Ban&hire   -    bear 
Peebles-slure  -  do. 


Third  Price. 


£.   #•     dL 


1   10  10 


Secoud  Price. 


£.  9.  d. 

1  16  7 

1     9  - 

1  13  a 


£.  9.  d. 

1  16  9i 

1  11  ~ 

1  13  8 


In  the  following  Shires  the  Fiars  are  struck  by 
County  Measures : 


Caithness-shire 
Cromartyshire 
Inverness-shire 
Ross-shire  • 


one  fiar 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Price  per  Boll, 
County  Measure. 


£•  #•  d. 

1  -  6 

1  4  6J 

1  5  - 

1  4  6 


In  the  counties  of  Kincardine,  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Inverness  and  Nairn,  fiars  are  struck  for^straw 
or  fodder,  as  well  as  for  grain;  thus,  in  Kircardineshire :  "*        • 


The  price  of  the  quarter  of  wheat,  with  fodder 

ditto  •  •  -  ditto  -  barley      -      ditto 

diuo  -  -  •  ditto  -  bear        -      ditto 

ditto  -  .  -  ditto  -  peas         •      ditto 

ditto  -  .  -  ditto  -  beans      -      ditto   • 

ditto  -  -  .  ditto  -  white  oats,     ditto    • 

ditto  -  .  -  ditto  -  potatoe  oats,  ditto   > 


£.    9. 

4    5 
s    2 


d. 
7 
1* 


I  15    3 

1  18     1} 

2-4 
1   10    6 

1    12      1 


0.36. 


I  2 
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TABLE  v.— Fiar  Prices  of  Peas  and  Beams  and  Rtb,  Crop  1828. 


COUNTIES. 


Highest  Prioet  per  Imperial  Quarter* 


Peat. 


Beans. 


Bcaot. 


Ejc 


Aberdeenshire  •  • 
Argyleshire  -  •  .  . 
Ayrshire  .  -  .  -  • 
Berwickshire  •  -  •  - 
Clackmannanshire  •  •  • 
Dambartonshire  ... 
Dumfries-shire  -  •  •  - 
Edinburghshire  .        •        • 

Elffin,  or  Morayshire 
Fireshire   -        -        -        •        - 
Forfarshire         -        -        .        • 
Kincardineshire  •        .        • 

Lanarkshire       •        •        .        • 
Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbri^t 
Linlithgowshire 

Perthshire  •  •  •  • 
Renfrewshire,  4a  #.  ^d.  and  41  #•  8  dL 
Roxburghshire  •  •  •  • 
Selkirkshire  .... 
Stirlingshire  .... 
Sutherlanddiire  -        -        • 

AVigtonehire 


£.   $.    d. 

1     7    - 


£.   #.    d. 
1  14    8 


£.  4.    d. 


a    -    • 


t  i.  I 


1  16  10 
1  14    8 


15 
14 


f    -    • 


8 
3i 


I  1.3  - 

1  18  - 

I  11  7 

1  la  11 


14    84 
10    7 
or  = 

U    - 
14    8 


Haddingtonshir 


Peebles-shire    - 


fist  price 
ad  price 

^3d  price 
ist  price 
ad  price 

[3d  price 


11     1  i 
13    8i 


1  13    4 


1  16  . 

1  IS  9 

1  13  -I 

1  4  8 


1  16 


10    - 


t    %  ^ 

1  18  8 

I  15  - 

1  18  8 


15 
13 


11     6 

13    - 

11     a 

7  10 


Three  fiars  for  peas  in  these  two  counties ;  in  all  others  only  one. 


In  the  following  Shires  the  Fiars  are 
struck  by  County  Measures : 


Price  per  Boll, 
County  Measure. 


Cromartyshire 
Inverness-shire 
Nairnshire 
Ross-shire 


£*  8.  d. 

-  16  - 

-  19  ^ 

-  19  - 

-  16  - 


Price  perBoU, 
Count  J  Measure. 


£.  M.    d. 

-  19    6 

-  19    - 


TABLE  VL— Fiar  Prices  of  White  Oats,  Potato  Oats  and  Malt,  Crop  i8a8. 


COUNTIES  AND  DISTRICTS. 


Argyleshire  -  .  - 
Ayrshire  -  .  - 
Banifthire  •  .  . 
Berwickshire,  Merse 

Ditto    •    Lanimermiur 
Buteshire       •        .        • 
Clackmannanshire,  Carse 

Ditto     -      Dryfield 
Dumbartonshire 
Dumfries*8hire 
£l|in,  or  Morayshire 
Fiteshire         •        •        • 
Forfarshire     -        •        • 
Kincardineshire 
Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright 
Linlithgowshire 
Roxburghshire 
Selkirkshire    ... 
Stiriingshire,  Carse 

Ditto   .    Dryfield      - 
Sutherlandshire 
Wigtonshire    ... 


Highett  Prices  per  Quarter. 


Oats. 


Potato  Oats. 


£,     t.    d 


1     4     - 


1  4  9 

1  7  6 

1  5  »o 

I  4  - 

1  3  4 

1  6  - 

I  a  - 


Milt. 


£.  I.   i 


3  -  ' 

4  -  - 
3   -  S» 

3    -  » 

a  18  8 

3   -  - 
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Counties  where  two  Fiars  are  struck 
for  coxnoion  Oats : 

Aberdeenshire        -        .  .  . 

Lanarkshire   -        •        -  -  - 

Renfrewshire          -        -  -  - 

Edinburghshire      -        .  -  - 

Perthshire      .        .        -  .  - 

Haddingtonshire     •        -  •  • 

Peebles-shire          .        -  .  • 


Third  Price. 


£.   $. 


1     4    Si 
1    -    8 


Second  Price. 


£•    s.  d. 

1     a  - 
6 

4 

%  » 

6  4J 

3  a 


£.   s.  d. 

4  - 

7  3 

5  10  f 

4  8 

6  2 

8  li 

5  4 


jC.    #•    <^ 


£•    5.    1/. 
3  12    - 


Fiars  of  Oats  struck  in  County  Measures  in  the  following  Shires: 

Price  per  Omatj  Boll. 

$•     d. 
Caithness-shire,  Dun  oats  and  early  Angus         •        -        • 


Pbtato  oats 
Cromartyshire,  19^.  to  ]7«. 
Inverness-shire  (boll  of  5  firlots) 
Nairnshire       •        •        -        • 
Ross-shire,  ipt.  to  17«.   - 


average, 


average, 


16 
18 
18 
20 
20 
18 


6 


The  fiars  for  blacks  oats,  or  small  oats,  are  peculiar  to  Caithness-shire  and  Inverness-shire, 
ithe  former  the  rate  is  12  s.,  in  the  latter  los.  76?.  per  bdl. 


In 


Present  Method  of  Striking  Fiars. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  agreed,  whatever  tnny  have  been  former  practice,  that  for 
a  number  of  years  the  fiars  have  been  struck  in  the  counties  of  Scotland  in  an  accurate  and 
impartial  manner.  The  practice  and  method  of  proceeding  are  as  follow :— About  the 
beginning  or  middle  of  March  each  year,  a  jury  is  impannelled  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
consisting  of  15  persons,  who,  upon  oath,  give  a  verdict  according  to  the  evidence  laid 
before  them  from  all  parts  of  the  county  relating  to  sales,  the  growth  of  the  shire,  made 
from  the  separation  of  the  crop,  up  to  the  day  of  striking  the  fiars.  Eight  of  the  15  jurors 
are  landowners,  and  the  reaiaining  seven  are  respectable  grain-dealers,  merchants  or  farmers. 
The  Act  of  Sederunt  is  read,  and  the  attention  of  the  jury  is  directed  to  clauses  in  the 
statute  48  Geo.  3,  c.  138.  A  proof  is  led  regarding  the  average  prices  of  the  best  victual, 
and  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  the  jury  reject  all  evidence  respecting  damaged 
grain :  and  if,  instead  of  adhering  to  the  best  quality,  any  proof  is  taken  concerning  prices  of 
inferior  parcels  of  grain  or  meal,  these  prices  foni)  the  basis  of  a  distinct,  separate  average,  or 
second  fiar.  In  the  examination,  and  in  making  up  the  verdict,  the  jury  take  into  con- 
sideration the  quantity  contained  in  parcels  brought  to  sale,  as  well  as  the  price.  Individuals 
who  are  interested  in  the  result  are  always  present,  take  notes  of  the  evidence,  verify  the 
-calculations  according  to  the  prices,  and  make  suggestions  in  open  court,  as  allowed  by 
the  Act  of  Sederunt,  1723.  In  the  counties  of  Berwick  and  Roxburgh,  where  the  stipends 
of  62  clergymen  amount,  besides  teinds  payable  in  money,  to  5,400  bolls  of  oatmeal  and 
6,600  bolls' of  grain,  several  of  thejr  number,  as  is  natural  and  very  proper,  attend  to  the 
evidence  given,  put  questions,  and  require  explanations.  In  Roxburghshire,  a  few  years 
ago,  they  had  a  man  of  btisiness  employed  in  court  to  look  after  their  interests;  and  pro- 
bably the  same  practice  is  introduced  in  other  counties.  The  time  and  place  of  holdine 
these  fiar-courts  are  advertised  in  the  provincial  newspapers.  The  sheriff-deputes  and 
sheriff  substitutes  are  at  great  pains  in  selecting  proper  witnesses,  but  they  do  not  receive 
recommendations  nor  suggestions  of  additional  witnesses  from  the  agents  of  parties  having 
interest.  The  Act  of  Sederunt  being  the  sheriff's  warrant,  he  will  not  admit  of  anything 
Jikc  direction  or  control.  By  careful  perusal  of  the  foregoing  Tables,  and  of  the  records  of 
liar-courts  in  the  counties  of^^  Scotland,  for  previous  years,  any  person  may  form  a  correct 
•opinion  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  each  shire — of  the  kinds  and  qualities  of  grain  be- 
longing to  each  county — of  the  rural  economy  of  each  district,  and  of  the  progress  of 
•cultivation. 

The  fiar  prices  of  oatmeal  are  now  struck  in  pounds  avoirdupois,  viz.  in  the  counties  of 
Inverness,  Nairn,  Ross  and  Cromarty^  by  parcels  weighing  157  J  of  such  pounds. — In  the 
-shire  Caithness,  by  I48|lbs.  av. — In  Uumfries-shire'i  by  I4lbs.  av. — In  the  counties  of 
Edinburgh,  Linlithgow  and  Moray,  by  parcels  of  ll2lbs.  av. — In  the  counties  of  Fife, 
Wigton,  Peebles,  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk,  by  quantities  of  280  lbs.  av.=:one  load  or  sack — 
and  in  tlie  other  counties  and  stewartries,  by  quantities  of  140  lbs.  av.  =  the  Scotch  boll  of 
meal.  It  tvould  be  an  improvement  to  ascertain  the  prices  uniformly,  either  according  to 
the  sack  of  280  lbs.  av.,  or  by  the  calder  of  meal=:2,240  lbs.  av. 

With  regard  to  the  measures  for  fiar  prices  of  grain,  the  preceding  Tables  show  that  the 
^ars  are  uniformly  struck,  with  the  exception  of  the  counties  of  Inverness,  Nairn,  Ross  and 
Cromarty,  by  the  Imperial  standards  as  recently  established.  In  nine  counties  prices  are 
ascertained  by  the  Imperial  bushel : — in  14  shires  by  the  Imperial  quarter  of  eight  bushels  : 
— in  Berwickshire,  by  the  demi-quarter  of  four  bushels: — in  Ayrshire,  by  the  Imperial 
quarter  for  barley,  bear  and  octs,  and  by  the  demi-quarter  for  wheat,  peas  and  beans :  and 
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ID  Lanarkshire,  the  fiars  of  barley,  bear  and  oaU  are  struck  by  a  measure  containiog  six 
Imperial  busheU,  and  ihe  fiars  of  wheat,  peas  and  beans  by  the  demnquarter. 

To  insure  and  preserve  uniformity,  it  appears  to  be  necessary  that  the  practice  of  the 
majorities  of  counties  be  adopted,  namely,  to  ascertain  the  fiars  of  grain  in  all  cases  bj  the 
Imperial  quarter. 

Grain  and  oatmeal  are  now  bought  and  sold  in  Orkney  and  Shetland  by  avoirdupoii 
pounds,  not  by  measure.  In  these  islands,  Danish  or  Norwegian  weights  and  measures  bid 
been  used  for  ages ;  but  about  three  years  ago,  in  order  to  ascertain  aiul  fix  confenios^ 
when  rents,  feu-duties,  &c.  are  payable  in  grain,  meal,  fcc.  the  sheriff  summoned  ajory,!! 
terms  of  the  Weight  and  Measure  Act  (5  Geo.  4,  c.  74),  to  determine  the  amount,  aooord- 
ing  to  the  standards  by  this  Act  established,  of.  such  grain  rents,  feu-duties,  &c.  payable  bj 
weights  heretofore  in  use ;  so  as  to  form  a  rule  for  payments  in  all  time  comiog.  The 
weights  were  found  by  a  pliurality  of  the  jury  to  be  as  follow  : 

Av.Ibt.  01.  dr. 
A  meil  of  malt,  on  the  malt  pundler  is  -  -  -  =  177  la  - 
The  meil  of  oatmeal  is  also  -  -  -  -  -  =  177  12- 
A  meil  upon  the  bear  pandler  is  •  -  -  -si  16  7- 
One  merk  upon  the  bismar  is-  -  -  -  -s  i'ji2) 
The  lispnnd,  consisting  of  24  merks,  is-        •        -»s       S9101S 


NOTES. 
Note  (a). — Fiars  in  Haddtngiomtkirtp  or  Coooty  ot  Smd  LoMam, 

**  The  mode  of  having  more  than  one  fiar  struck  for  each  kind  of  grain,  correspoodiog 
to  its  different  qualities,  is  not  eenerally  adopted  in  Scotland,  because,  in  takioe  efideoce, 
as  already  mentioned,  damaged  or  insufficient  grain  and  oatmeal  are  rejected,  and  die 
proof  is  confined  to  such  victual  as  is  really  good  and  unexceptionable^  or,  in  the  words  of 
the  county  records,  "^  the  best/'—*'  best  boll,'^*'  first  rate,"—"  best  sort,*'— •*  first  qsalitj,' 
— «<  best  kind,''  &c.  In  these  circumstances,  methods  for  taking  three  averages  of  the  same 
article,  or  for  introducing  in  all  cases  a  triple,  or  even  a  double  classification,  would  create 
useless  labour,  would  give  erroneous  results,  and  occasion  much  confusion.  Three  fiars,ai 
already  stated,  do  not  exist,  excepting  in  the  county  of  East  Lothian,  and  in  the  counijof 
Peebles,  where  the  East  Lothian  method  has  been  recently  adopted. 

In  the  county  of  Haddington,  different  prices  are  fixed  and  determined,  not  in  coofomitf 
to  the  Act  of  Sederunt,  1723,  but  according  to  an  arbitrary  rule  alt^etber  uukoowolQ 
the  Act.  That  Act  allows  the  sherifi*  to  continue,  or  to  introduce  diflSrent  fiars  where  a 
''may  be  found  needful  and  convenient;"  but  if  he  continue,  or  adopt  such  additional 
averages,  the  same  Act  enjoins  him  "  to  strike  different  fiars,  according  to  the  difoeot 
qualities  of  the  several  sorts  of  victual." 

The  mode  of  striking  fiars  in  Haddington  has  been  particularly  detailed  byvarioos 
authors.  In  1794,  the  Survey  and  General  View  of  the  Rural  Economy  of  CastLotbiaa 
was  published  by  George  Hepburn,  esq.  of  Smeaton,  one  of  the  Barons  of  Excheqaer,  aod 
his  Survey  of  the  County,  with  additional  communications,  was  reprinted  in  1805.  loeadi 
of  these  publications,  the  immemorial  usage,  in  striking  the  fiars  of  this  county,  ii  folljf 
explained.  ^*  The  average  is  taken  only  ol  wheat,  barley,  oats  and  peas,  because  fonoerij 
these  four  species  formed  the  staple  produce  of  the  county :  And  though  now  great  quan- 
tities of  beans  are  grown,  no  fiar  prices  of  them  have  ever  been  struck. 

"The  sheriff  of  the  county  who  strikes  tlie  fiars,  calls  before  him,  some  time  in  the  last 
week  of  February,  or  first  week  of  March,  a  number  of  respectable  tenants,  or  other  persons 
who  deal  in  corn ;  he  requires  of  them  an  account  of  the  quantity  and  price  of  grain  sold 
^r  bought  by  them  within  the  county,  for  ready  money,  from  the  time  that  the  precediot 
crop  came  first  into  market  till  the  day  of  the  proof.  Having  obtained  an  account  of  this, 
the  jury  commence  their  calculations,  '*  and  strike  a  general  average  for  each  of  ihetMr 
species  of  corn  :"  this  may  be  called  the  medium  price.  *'  After  this  they  find  the  number 
of  bolls  which  have  brought  a  price  above  that  average;  of  them  they  likewise  take  the 
average  :  lastly,  they  proceed  in  the  same  manner  with  what  has  been  sold  below  the  gene- 
ral average.  To  each  of  these  rates  they  add  two  and  a  half  per  cent.;  and  thus  they  form 
what  are  called  the  first,  second  and  third  fiars,"  but  which  in  truth  are  (as  named  in  the 
shire  of  Peebles,)  the  first  price,  second  price  and  third  price.  What  is  called  the  fir»t  fiar 
is  not  an  average  arising  from  a  proof  taken  of  rates  of  grain  of  first  quality,  but  is  really 
and  truly  derived  from  a  selection  of  the  greatest  prices  which  may  have  been  obtained  oa 
the  best  market  days.  By  taking  the  average  of  these  high  prices,  and  still  adding  3^ per 
cent.,  this  highest  fiar  is  created.    The  survey  of  the  county  contains  the  following  words: 

"  There  is  one  objection  to  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  adopted  in  this  county;  which 
merits  attention."  The  medium  price  taken  by  the  jury  in  the  fiar's  court,  at  thecomineoce- 
ment  of  their  proceedings,  ^^  is  the  true  average;  the  hi<;hestand  lowest  are  only  the  average 
of  the  highest  and  lowest  market  days;  whereas  they  should  express  the  average  of  the 
best  and  worst  grain.  A  person  who  makes  a  payment  according  to  the  highest  fiars,  ma/i 
in  fact,  pay  considerably  more  than  the  average  price  of  the  best  grain  sold  throughout  the 
season.  The  sales  of  a  few  high  market  days,  in  which  prices  rise  much  above  the  level  of 
the  season,  thrown  into  the  general  mass,  may  cause  the  highest  fiars  to  bemuchahovetbe 
current  value  of  the  best  grain.'' 
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It  is  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  absolutely  necessary,  to  ascertain  the  true  aver* 
age  price  of  grain  of  tbe  best  qualitj,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  differences  of  prices  at 
separate  market  places^  or  during  tbe  different  periods  of  the  year,  do  not  indicate  difference 
of  quality.  Mr.  Baron  Hepburn  mentions  that  ^  the  proof  mostly  applies  to  the  corns  ttiat 
have  been  sold  and  bought  in  the  market  of  Haddington;''  consequently,  if  two  fiars  are  to 
be  accurately  taken  for  each  kind  of  grain  corresponding^  to  itsdinerent  qualities,  '^  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  fairer  mode  to  strike  tbe  fiars  from  the  weekly  prices  iu  Haddington  market; 
the  averages  of  all  tbe  market  days  would  give  the  general  average  price  of  grain  of  mid- 
dling quality,  while  the  highest  prices  on  each  market  day  tlirown  into  one  mass  would 
furnish  tlie  true  average  of  the  best  grain,  or  first  quality."* 

Another  objection  to  the  procedure  in  striking  fiars,  arises  from  the  variable,  the  uncer* 
tain  state  and  doubtful  authority  of  grain  measures  in  this  county.  The  fiars  are  now 
struck  according  to  the  Imperial  standards;  but  accurate  rules  for  reducing  these  to  the 
Haddington  measures  heretofore  in  use»  and  conversely  for  reducing  county-firlois  to 
Imperial  bushels,  are  not  yet  fixed  or  adopted.  All  writers  agree  in  stating  that  the  mea- 
sures actually  used  in  this  county  were  somewhat  larger  than  the  Linlithgow  or  Scottish 
litandards. 

1st  By  the  measures  used  in  Haddington  market,  achalder  of  wlieat  or  peas,         imp.  Qn* 
according  to  the  best  authorities,  is  nearly   -----         c:     8.15 

But  according  to  the  verdict  of  the  jury  after-mentioned,  it  is  nearly        -  25     7,99    * 
2d.  By  the  measures  used  in  Haddington  market,  a  chalder  of  barley  or  oats, 

according  to  the  best  authorities,  if   -        -        -        -        -        -        -z:ii.72 

Butaccordmg  totheverdictof  tfaejury,  as  after-mentioned^it  is     •        -  =:  11^5 

The  sheriff  summoned  a  jury  on  the  12th  June  1826,  for  the  conversion  of  county  mea- 
sures to  Imperial  standards,  and  it  was  admitted  by  the  jury  that  the  measures  used  for  the 
regulation  of  Haddin^n  market  are  larger  than  the  Linlithgow  standards ;  but  they  con- 
clude this  part  of  their  verdict  by  stating  that,  ''  as  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  Linlithgow 
aieasure  is  used  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  and  as  the  Haddington  firlots  bear  the  Lin- 
lithgow stamp,  the  jury  find  that  the  Linlithgow  standard  is  the  standard  measure  of  the 
county  of  Haddington,  and  resolve  to  adopt  that  standard  as  the  rule  for  conversions.*' f 

Tbe  jury,  therefore,  have  paid  no  regard  to  the  l8th  section  of  the  weight  and  measure 
statute,  which  enacts,  that  the  Imperial  standards  must  be  compared  with  the  measures 
heretofore  in  use.  Every  circumstance  demonstrates  that  the  usual  measures  of  this  county 
were  larger  than  the  Scots  standards.  It  is  plain,  from  the  above  Table,  that  the  measures 
for  wheat  were  two  per  cent,  larger  than  the  Linlithgow  standard ;  and  that  in  the  barley- 
firlot  there  was  nearly  one  per  cent,  of  excess.  The  interference  of  the  justices  of  peace 
of  the  shire,  many  years  ago,  to  remove  grounds  of  dispute  respecting  corn  measures  used 
in  Haddington  market  proved,  (as  the  author  of  the  Agricultural  Survey  expresses  himself,) 
that  these  measures  and  **  the  measures  of  the  county  were  above  the  acknowledged 
standards;  and  after  all  that  was  done  to  adjust  differences,  it  was  found  necessary  to  let 
matters  remain  as  they  were.  As  our  customary  measure  (says  be)  is  above  toe  legal 
standard,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  firlots  of  individuals  vary  likewise  from  one  another; 
they  cannot  be  bdow  the  standard ;  but  ther  may  be  as  much  above  it  as  they  please;  and 
It  is  certain,  that  many  of  them  are  two  or  tnree  per  cent,  above  that  of  Linlithgow.**  Have 
the  fiars  of  the  county  been  proved  and  struck  for  seven  years  bv  the  Linlithgow  boll  ? 
Or  have  they  been  commonly  proved  and  struck  by  the  usual  boll  of  the  county,  which 
was  applied  occasionally  for  the  regulation  of  Haddington  market,  and  which  exceeds  the 
Linlithgow  standard  ? 

It  is  necessary  in  teind  questicms  to  have  recourse  to  lists  of  fiars  for  seven  years ;  ab 
the  prices,  as  struck  by  county  bolls,  must  be  now  converted  to  prices  according  to  the 
Imperial  standards ;  consequently  information  must  be  obtained  of  tlie  true  capacity  and 
amount  of  the  bolL  For  instance ;  the  highest  fiar  prices  for  wheat  in  East  Lothian  have 
been  struck  for  three  years,  crops  1826-1828,  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  the  average  for  which 
three  years  b  3/.  35.  7  J.  per  quarter;  and  they  have  been  struck  for  four  preceding  years, 
crops  1822-1825,  by  a  wheat  boll  of  doubtful  authority  or  uncertain  amount;  and  tne  sum 
of  1  /.  io#.  lid.  is  the  yearly  average  rate  per  boll  of  these  four  crops.  What  is  the  rule 
for  the  conversion  of  this  som  of  il.  10 <.  1  Jd.  per  boll,  to  tbe  price  by  the  Imperial 
-qnarter  f  If  the  boll  is  the  Linlithgow  standard,  tbe  conversion  price  will  be  3/.  05.  4<L 
But  if,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  the  boll  was  tbe  usual  wheat  boll  established  in 
Haddington  market,  the  price  most  be  2  /•  195.  1  gdL  per  Imperial  quarter. 

**  The  addition  of  2  )|  per  cent,  to  the  real  prices,  most  appear  a  singularity  to  strangers, 
who  may  not  easily  perceive  either  the  object  or  the  propriety  of  it.''  Before  entering 
upon  Baron  Hepburn's  manner  of  accounting  for  this  practice,  it  is  necessary  to  mention 
that  in  three  contiguous  counties,  Roxburgh,  Berwick  and  Haddington,  there  wereanciently 
double  fiars,  namely,  average  prices  struck  at  a  fiar's-court  held  in  February,  called 
Candlemas  fiars,  and  similar  averages  fixed  at  a  court  held  in  August,  called  the  Lammas 

fiars. 


•  See  Survey,  p.  25a. 

f  See  printed  Verdict  of  the  Jar}',  and  Report  on  the  Weights  and  Mtasares  of  tbt  County  of  Had* 
dington,  by  Mr,  J^rdine,  Mr.  Adie  and  Mr.  Ramsay,  dated  28tb  February  1826. 
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fiars.  These  Lammas  fiars  continued  to  be  struck  in  Rosburjs^hsbire  till  i8u  *  In  Ber- 
ifrickshire  they  commenced  in  1689,  ^^^  continued  till  1724;^-  and  in  East  Lothian  ibey 
were  begun  in  1648,  and  continued  till  1676.    Baron  Hepburn's  account  is  in  these  words: 

**  In  the  year  1648,  the  record  shows  that  fiars  were  struck  twice 'for  tliat  year;  viz.  at 
the  Candlemas  and  the  Lammas  terms.  In  the  following  year^  1649,  the  fiars  werestrock 
only  once;  but  in  the  year  1650,  and  for  every  year  down  to  1675  inclusive,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1665,  the  fiars  were  struck  twice,  viz.  at  Candlemas  and  Lammas; 
and  again  in  1676,  the  fiars  were  struck  only  once,  viz.  at  Candlemas;  and  this  practice 
has  continued  uniformly  down  to  the  present  time. 

^*  It  seems  highly  probable  that  2  }  per  cent,  was  first  added  to  the  Candlemas  Bars  for 
the  year  1676,  and  was  continued  to  be  added  to  tlie  fiars  for  every  year  from  that  period 
downwards. 

"  Upon  examining  the  fiars  for  the  26  years  during  which  they  were  struck  at  Candle- 
mas and  Lammas,  and  taking  the  average  of  both,  which  seems  to  be  the  fair  roediDin 
price,  it  turns  out,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  Candlemas  fiars,  with  the  additioa  of  3|  per 
cent.,  are  somewhat  below  the  above  medium  of  the  double  fiars." 

It  is  evident  that  the  fiars  of  East  Lothian  are  complex,  have  not  been  founded  on  cor- 
rect principles,  and  have  been  fixed  by  grain  measures  which  are  uncertain,  and  of  no 
authority.  Will  it  be  seriously  maintained,  that  ^*  this  mode  of  having  more  than  onefiar 
struck  for  each  kind  of  grain  is  to  be  found  in  its  simples^  and  most  complete  state  io  the 
'  county  of  East^Lothian  ?"  Where  is  that  simplicity  and  accuracy  of  system  so  necessary 
in  matters  of  this  kind?  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  Haddingtonshire,  but  it  may  be  seen  in 
Selkirkshire,  where  it  was  introduced  not  many  years  ago  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  It  has 
been  long  established  in  its  best  form  in  Ayrshire,  as  will  appear  in  the  subsequent  pages. 
The  regulations  contained  in  the  Act  of  Sederunt  are  not  observed  in  Haddington,  and 
probablv  neglected  also  in  other  counties.  **  Some  doubts  were  entertained,"  (asooticed 
in  the  Parliamentary  Report,)  ''  whether  the  Court  of  Session  had  sufficient  power  to  make 
such  regulations ;  and  in  fact  these  were  not  strictly  observed  in  all  the  counties:  andio 
East  Lothian,  (Mr.  Law,)  the  sheriff  adopted  entirely  a  different  plan  of  his  own."  Iq 
that  county,  after  ascertaining  the  general  average  price  of  a  boll  of  each  species  of  graiiN 
the  jury  proceed  to  strike  another  averaee  of  all  the  sales  sworn  to  as  above  this  price," 
and  this  new  average  forms  the  highest  nars.  If  tenants  pay  grain-rents,  or  if  vassals  pa; 
grain  feu-duties  by  the  highest  fiar,  they  suffer  great  injustice  by  this  modeof  computatioo» 
an  injustice  aggravated  by  the  additional  2^  per  cent. 

In  one  county  (probably  in  more  than  one,)  attempts  were  made  in  1813  and  subsequent 
years,  to  establish  a  highest  rate  or  highest  fiar  of  oatmeal,  upon  principles  still  more 
unjust  than  what  has  been  above  stated  towards  those  who  pay  rents,  or  feu-duties  in  meal; 
but  these  attempts,  after  trial  for  a  few  years,  entirely  failed.  The  record  in  this  case  bears 
that  ''  the  medium  price  was  fixed  upon  the  average  of  the  whole  bought  and  sold;"  aod 
this  was  undoubtedly  the  correct  and  just  6ar,  because  the  meal  was  all  of  best  quality^ 
and  with  regard  to  the  first  rate  of  fiar,  the  record  bears  ''  that  it  was  fixed  by  an  avetage 
between  the  said  medium  price,  and  the  highest  price;"  of  course,  that  firstnrate  fiar  of 
oatmeal  was  excessively  high.  It  is  unnecessary  to  state  the  injury  sustained  by  leoaots 
and  feuars  in  consequence  of  such  procedure.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  several  excel- 
lent suggestions  contained  in  Principal  NicoU's  circular  letter,  have  been  adopted  in  the 
county  alluded  to,  as  well  as  in  other  shires,  so  that  inquiry  and  discussion  concerning 
fiars  in  1822,  have  been  attended  with  beneficial  effects.  Still,  however,  it  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated^  that  a  system  of  striking  fiars  must  be  prosecuted  on  principles  conrect  and 
simply  uniform  and  complete,  so  **  that  full  and  equal  justice  may  be  done  toaJIprties 
concerned,  whether  clergy  or  laity,  landlord,  tenantry,  or  others."  J  •*  It  is  necessary  to 
adhere  strictly  to  one  general  view,  without  departing  from  it  for  the  sake  of  accommo- 
dating individuals  or  particular  classes  of  the  community.  The  advantage  of  the  public 
at  large  cannot  be  consulted,  unless  this  rule  is  rigorously  observed.  "§ 


Note  (6.) — Fiars  in  Districts  of  the  Counties  of  5^ir/iiig,  Clackmaiwan,  Berwick  dni 

Mid^IjOthian. 

In  each  of  these  counties  there  are  two  districts  differing  greatly  in  soil,  surface,  mode  of 
cultivation,  and  produce ;  therefore,  in  each  county,  two  fiars  arc  struck  for  bsriej,  aw 
two  for  oats.  The  barley  and  oats  grown  on  uplands  or  Dryfield,  are  different  from  the 
like  species  of  grain  grown  on  the  rich  clay  soils  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Forth,  callw 
Carse-lands  :  and  the  oats  and  barley  of  Lammermuir  in  Berwickshire  are  of  iofenor 
quality,  when  compared  with  the  grain  in  the  lower  district  of  the  same  county,  called  tK 
Merse. — {See  Tables  HI.  and  V.)  Tlie  same  remark  applies,  when  comparing  the  oats  os 
the  muirlands   of  Mid-Lothian,  with  the  oats  on  the  fertile  and  highly  cultivated  lands w 

tnc 


*  Agricultuial  Survey  of  Roxburgbsbire,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Douglas, 
f  Statistical  Account,  vol.  14,  pat^  515. 
i  Parliamentary  Report. 
§  Professor  Flayfair. 
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the  lower  parts  of  that  tbire.  Consequently;^  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  from  very  early 
periods,  till  1785  or  1786,  one  fiar  was  struck  for  oats,  and  another  for  muirland  oats. 
With  regard  to  other  fiars;  at  that  time  there  was  one  general  average  for  oatmeal,  peas, 
best  barley,  blanded-bear  and  rough-bear ;  and  as  to  wheat,  there  was  one  fiar  for  best 
wheat,  and  one  fiar  for  blacked-wheat,  that  is,  grain  damaged  by  smut.  The  commence- 
ment of  the  present  arrangements  concerning  fiars,  as  made  by  the  sheriff  and  heritors  of 
the  county,  was  crop  1780 ;  and  the  alteration  merely  a  change  of  names.  Omitting  the 
words  blacked-wheat,  blanded-wbeat,  rough-bear  and  muirland  oats,  they  substituted 
second  wheat,  second  and  third  barley,  and  second  oats.  Thus  the  second  fiar  fdr  oats 
implies  muirland  oats.  In  Perthshire  and  Aberdeenshire,  the  second  fiar  for  oats  may  be 
traced  to  the  same  origin. 


Note  (e.) — Date  of  Striking  Fiars. 


The  Act  of  Sederunt  implies  that  the  fiars  shall  be  struck  about  the  13th  of  March.  By 
that  Act  the  sheriff  is  directed,  on  or  before  the  first  (o.  s.),  that  is,  the  •'  13th  day  of  March, 
to  pronounce  and  give  forth  sentence  according  to  the  verdictof  the  jury,  determining  and 
fixing  the  fiar  prices  :**  but  the  Act  in  this  respect  is  not  observed.  In  several  counties  the 
fiars  are  struck  at  the  beginning  of  February,  which  is  earlier  than  the  Act  prescribes ;  in 
others,  at  the  middle  or  end  of  that  month ;  in  some  about  the  beginning,  and  in  others 
about  the  middle  of  March.  If  the  present  and  former  records  are  compared,  it  will  be 
found  that  fiar-courts  are  now  held  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  season  than  formerly.  The 
records  of  one  county  for  18  successive  years,  from  1792  to  i8jo,  show  that  the  fiars  were 
regularly  struck  on  the  t6th  or  17th  of  March,  yearly  (the  earliest  date  was  the  9th,  the 
latest  the  3Jst  ofMarch);  and  during  eight  continuous  years,  from  1815  to  1823,  on  the  22d 
of  February.  Many  grain-rents,  stipends  and  feu-duties  are  payable  accordingjp  fiar  prices, 
and  the  owners  of  estates,  a^  well  as  the  clergy,  have  been  desirous  the  fiars  bWtruck  at  an 
early  rather  than  a  more  distant  date,  that  the  collection  of  their  annual  revenues  may  not 
be  delayed.  This  may  partly  account  for  the  change  to  the  worse  in  striking  fiars  three 
weeks  earlier  than  formerly.  « 


Note  ((f.)— Early  Origin  and  Commencement  of  Fiars  in  Scotland. 

There  is  a  list  of  the  fiars  of  East  Lbthian,  since  1626,  inserted  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  page  gi.  These  were  probably  the  earliest  fiars  in 
Scotland. 

Striking  of  fiars  commenced  in  the  following  Counties  at  the  following  dates  : 

Aberdeen         -        -        - 


Edinburgh       -        -        -        -  1626 

Dumfries         -        .        •         .  1629 

Penh      .        .        -        -        .  1630 

Ayr 1658 

Lmlithgow      -        -        -        -  1607 
Roxburghshire,  about  same  time. 

Berwick          ...        -  1689 

Fife        -----  1700 


-  -  -  -  1705 

Clackmannan-  -  -  -  1712 

Forfar     -        -  -  -  •-  1738 

Kincardine      -  -  -  •  1733 

Dumbarton     -  -  .  -  174^ 

Renfrew           -  -  -  -  1754 

Stirling 1757 


and  recentlv  in  Selkirk.  Chalmers,  in  his  Caledonia,  vol.  2,  published  1810,  says,  con- 
cerning Selkirkshire,  *'  There  are  no  fiar  prices  struck  in  this  pastoral  shire  f  but  they 
have  been  introduced  in  simple  form  by  Sir  Walter  Scott. 


Note  (e.)— ilyrsAtrc  Fiars. 


The  simplicity  and  accuracy  of  the  system  of  striking  fiars  lone  established  in  Ayrshire 
deserves  particular  notice.  Tnere  is  one  general  average  taken  lor  oatmeal,  and  for  each 
kind  of  grain  in  the  county.  All  the  grain  and  meal  is  good  and  sufficient,  or,  properly 
speaking,  of  the  best  quality.  With  regard  to  the  weights  and  measures  by  which  fiars 
were  struck,  the  tmion  standards  sent  firom  the  Exchequer  at  Westminster,  in  1707,  were 
then  adopted  and  preserved  in  a  state  of  accuracy  in  the  county ;  namely,  the  pound  avoir- 
dupois ot  7,000  grains,  as  the  standard  weight ;  and  the  Winchester  bushel,  and  its  mul- 
tiple, the  Winchester  quarter,  as  the  measures  for  grain.  The  Winchester  quarter  of  eight 
bushels  contains  >7203.36i37  cubic  inches,  is  the  measure  established  for  ages  in  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  is  constantly  used  in  the  American  States,  and  welfundeiBtood 
vrfaerever  the  English  language  is  spoken. 

Whe9  Sir  D.  H.  Blair,  convener,  laid  before  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  county 
the  lettl^  prepared  by  the  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  transmitted  by  Principal  NicoU,  on  30th  August  1822,  he  intimated  the  pronosal  of  send- 
ing a  delegation  to  meet  tne  conveners  from  other  counties  in  Edinburgh,  ana  a  committee 
was  immediately  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  report  their  sentitoients  to  %  future 
general  meeting. 

0.36.  k  The 
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The  Ayrshire  committee  having  met,  after  considerable  investigation  and  some  discnssiqp^ 
and  particularly  after  a  full  description  ^ven  by  the  sheriff  of  the  mode  presently  practised 
in  that  county  of  striking  fiars,  and  a  full  explanation  of  the  principles  upon  which  that 
practice  proceeds,  saw  no  ground  for  changing  that  method,  and  resolv^  to  report  that  it 
would  be  prudent  to  abide  by  it  They  in  particular  saw  no  reason  for  striking  more  than 
one  general  average,  nor  any  necessity  in  striking  this  average,  to  take  into  view  a  greater 
space  of  time  than  is  done  at  present,  viz.  from  me  separation  of  the  crop  till  the  middle  of 
March«  As  the  mode  of  striking  fiars,  adopted  and  practised  for  a  long  time  in  the  coanty 
of  Ayr,  has  given  general  satisfaction,  they  saw  no  necessity  for  any  luldittonal  legislative 
measure  on  Uie  subject,  and  consequently  no  propriety  in  sending  a  delegation  to  Edmbui^h 
to  prepare  the  terms  of  the  proposed  enactment*  A  general  meeting  of  the  county  of  Ayr, 
held  on  14th  December  1822,  approved  of  said  report,  and  resolved  to  oppose  any  alteration 
of  the  law  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  fiars  are  at  present  struck. 

The  following  Tables  illustrate  the  correct  and  simple  and  perspicuous  mode  of  procedure 
in  the  county  of  Ayr  i 


TABLE  VII.— Fiars  of  Ayrshire,  93  Years,  struck  by  the  Winchester  Bushel. 


Oatmeal, 

Barley, 

Bear, 

Oatt, 

Wheat, 

Peas  and  Besas, 

Crop  and  Tear. 

per  Boll  of 

per  Quarter  of 

per  Quarter  of 

per  Quorter  of 

per  Deroi-quarter 

perDemi-qoarter 

140  poand« 

8  WiDchestcr 

8  Wincbckter 

8  Winchester 

of  4  Winchester 

of4Wincliacer 

Avoirdupois. 

Baahels. 

Bnshelf. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Bushdi. 

|i£.   i.   d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.  #.    d. 

£.   S.     d. 

£.  i.    d. 

£.    #.   d 

1807 

168 

1  14    6 

1    11      - 

1    15     - 

1  10    - 

1808 

1    6    - 

236 

1    19     - 

I    19     - 

2    1    - 

1809 

1    5  loi 

28- 

238 

1    10     - 

a    -    - 

1810 

1    -    - 

I  16    - 

1    12      - 

1      2      6 

1  10    - 

1811 

1     6    - 

35- 

2      2- 

1  10    - 

24- 

1812 

1  12    3 

^^5    5 

2  10     7  J 

1  16    5 

8  17    5 

1813 

1     1     8i 

2    4    1 

1    18   10 

1     4    4 

1  12     8 

1     9    7 

1814 

-  19    - 

1  12    - 

1     8    4 

1     1     6 

1     6    8 

1   -  c 

1815 

-  15    6 

I     7    - 

1     5    - 

-  18    - 

I    -    - 

-15   6 

1816 

1     8    - 

24- 

I  18    - 

1     7    - 

1  14    - 

1    7   - 

1817 

1     7     2 

1  19    6 

1  15    6 

1     4    2 

1   14    6 

1    5    1 

1818 

122 

296 

211 

»     4    5 

I  J3    3 

t    5   - 

1819 

-  19    6 

1   10    - 

I     4    9 

-  16    - 

I     7    - 

-  18   - 

l8*iO 

-  16     8 

1     8    8 

1     4    4 

-  18     3 

1    5    a 

-  17    5 

1821 

-  16    8 

1     7    2 

132 

^17    6 

1     4    5 

-  16  10} 

1822 

-  12    9J 

1     5    3 

1     1     74 

-  14    6 

-  17    -i 

-15  a 

1823           r 

-  19    3  4 

1  12     4 

1     8     li 

-  19    6 

1     3  10 

1   -  1 

1824 

-  18    - 

1  16     1 

1  10     3 

1     1     - 

1     8    6 

1    -  2 

1825 

-  18    - 

1   17     1 

1  12     3 

1     1     4 

1     8     3 

1      1     2}* 

1826 

1     4    5l 

1  16  loi 

1  11     1  i 

1     5    6^ 

1     6    9^ 

1    7   5l 

1827 

-14    7  4 

1     8    7f 

I  17  -i 

1     4    8i 

-  17    - 

1     2     5i 

-16  - 

1828 

-  J9    5 

1  12    4l 

1     1     3 

I  12     2 

- 19  4i 

Average  price  of  one  chalder  (=r  2,240  lbs.  avoirdupois)  of  oatmeal  in 

Ayrshire,  for  30  years  ending  crop  1828      -        -         -        -        -£177-} 

Average  price  of  one  chalder  of  barley  in  this  shire,  for  said  30  years, 
reduced  to  Linlithgow  measure  -        -        -        --        -        22-4 

Prices  of  Winchester  bushels  are  turned  to  prices  of  Imperial  bushels,  by  multiplying  the  former 
by  1.031515. 

And  prices  of  Imperial  quarters  of  barley,  bear  and  oats,  Are  turned  to  prices  of  Linlithgow  bolls, 
by  multiplying  by  .7284546. 


*  In  the  record  for  crop  1 825,  the  prices  of  peas  and  beans  are  distinguished  thus ; 
Peas,  per  demi-quarter  of  4  Winchester  bushels      -        -        -    £.  i     -    9 
Beans,  per    -    ditto    •    •    -  *  -    ditto        -        -  -        118 
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TABLE  VIII. — Fiars  oi  Ayrshire,  22  Years,  converting  the  Prices  in  Table  VII.  to  Prices 

according  to  Imperial  Measures. 


Oatmeal, 

Barlej, 

Bear, 

0»J», 

Whe«t, 

Peat  and  Bean*, 

C*tt%ti  and  Yvar. 

per  Clialder  of 

per  Quaner  of 

per  QuartCT  of 

per  Quuter  of 

per  Demi-quarter 

per  DeraUqoarter 

V/flV|t  mJU  ACMI* 

«,940  pounds 

8  Itoperial 

8  Imperiol 

8  Imperial 

of  4  Imperial 

of  4  Imperial 

AToirdupoU. 

Bashels. 

Biubels. 

Buibelt. 

Buihel*. 

Buibeli. 

£.     i,    d. 

£.  s.     d. 

£.  9.      d. 

£.   «.      <f. 

£.  s.     d. 

£.     4.      </. 

1807 

21     6    8 

1  15    7 

1    11    llf 

1    16     -i 

1   10  11|. 

1808 

20  16    - 

2.  4    4i 

9      -      Si} 

3      -      3| 

a    a    31 

1809 

20  14    - 

9    9    6| 
1  17    ij 

2     4     6J 

1    10    11  j. 

8     1    3f 

1810 

16    -    - 

1    13      -i 

»      3      3J 

1  10  11^ 

i8it 

20  16    - 

265 

«     3    3f 

9   19      4I 

1    10    11 ^ 

3    5    4f 
a  19    3  1 

1813 

25  16    - 

•     2  17     3 

1    17      -Jf 

1813 
1814 

17    7    4 
15    4    - 

«     5     5 

1  13    "i 

9.-4 
1      9      2J 

I     5     H 
*     2    2i 

1   13    8^ 
176 

>     3     3f 
1      1      if 

1815 

12     8    - 

1     7  10$ 

1     6    9i 

-18    6| 

1    -    7i 

-  >5  lift 

1816 

22     8    - 

3     5     4f 

1  19    2  J 

1     7  lOf 

1  15  -5 

1     7  loj 

^In     • 

21  14    8 

2    -    9, 

1  16    7j 

1     4  U* 

»  »5    7 

1     5  lOf 

1818 

17  14    8 

2  11   -i 

9    2    4i 

'     f    1* 

»  »4    34 

»     5    9t 

1819 

15  12    - 

1  10  ii| 

1     5    6| 

-  16    6 

J     7  JOf 

-  18    ttj 

1820 

13    6    8 

.1   9  «| 

1     5    li 

-  18  10 

1     5  11  i 

-  i8    - 

1821 

13    6    8 

1     3  io| 

-  18    - 

1     5     tt| 

-17    6 

1822 

10    4    8 

I     6    If 

1     3    3I 

-  14  11  J 

-  17    7 

-  15    7 

1823 

15    8    8 

1  13    4f 
1  17     2I 

1    9    -1 

»     -    •* 

»    4    7 

I    -   8  : 

1824 

14    8    . 

1    11       2| 

1     1    8 

»     9    4^ 

1-9 

1      1    10    r 

1825 

14    8    - 

1  18     3 

1  13    3j 

»     I    -tV 

»     9    i| 

1826 

19  11     4 

1  18    -J 

1   12     I 

1    6    4 

1     7    8 

1     8    4 
-  16    6 

1827 

11  14    - 

1     9    6| 

I    5    6 

-  i7    6J 

1    3    a 

1828 

15  10    8 

1    18      2^ 

1  13    5 

i     1  11 

1  13    2 

1 

Graih  Measures. 

The  Imperial  quarter,  the  Winchester  quarter^  and  Linlithgow  standard  bolls,  may  be  compared 
with  each  other  by  the  following  Table : 

IiDp.Q<iar.  Winch.  Qaar.      Wheat  Boll.  Bar.  Boll. 

1  Imperial  quarter    •    =  f .  zz  1.031515  :=  9.0096      =  1.3798 

1  Winchester  quarter    =    .96944  s=  1.  =  1.9414      c=  1.3308 

1  Standard  wheat  boll  =    49934  =    .51508     =1.  r=:  14585 

1  Standard  barley  boll  =    .79845=:    .75141     =    .68548    6=1. 

The  above  is  also  an  equalization  Table  of  prices,  as  well  as  of  measures ;  but  in  the  inverse  ratio 
of  the  latter.  For  example,  1  Imperial  quarter  =:  1.3798  barley  boll;  and  when  the  price  of 
1  Standard  boll  of  barley  is  1 1.,  the  price  of  an  Imperial  quarter  is  =  1.3798  =:  1  /.  7  «.  5  }  cf. 
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78]  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM 

ABSTRACT  of  the  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  •'  For  ascertaining  and  establishing  Unifonnity 
of  Weights  and  Measures/'  passed  17th  June  1824;  commencing,  by  Act  6  Geo.  4,  c.  12, 
on  the  ist  January  1826.  * 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  commerce^  that  weights  and  measuRi 
should  be  just  and  uniform :  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  it  is  provided  by  the  great 
Charter  that  there  shall  be  but  one  measure  and  one  weight  throughout  the  realm;  and  by 
the  Treaty  of  Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  that  the  same  weights  and  measures 
shall  be  used  throughout  Great  Britain,  as  were  then  established  in  England,  yet  difierent 
weights  and  measures,  some  larger,  and  some  less^  are  still  in  use  in  various  places  through- 
out  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  the  true  measure  of  the  present 
standard  is  not  veruy  known,  which  is  the  cause  of  great  confusion  and  manifest  frauds. 
For  the  remedy  and  prevention  of  these  evils  for  the  future,  and  to  the  end  that  certain 
standards  of  weights  and  measures  should  be  established  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  it  is  enacted  as  follows : 

1st.  The  distance  between  the  centres  of  two  points,  in  the  gold  studs  in  the  brass  rod, 
in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  marked  *'  Standard  Yard,  1760," 
shall  be  the  '^Imperial  Standard  Yard,^  and  only  standard  measure  of  extension, whe^^ 
from  all  other  measures  of  extension,  whether  lineal,  superficial  or  solid,  within  the  United 
Kingdom,  shall  be  derived  ;  and  one-third  part  of  such  yard  shall  be  a  foot,  and  oDetwdfth 
part  of  such  foot  shall  be  an  inch.  The  pole  or  perch,  in  length,  shall  contain  5}  such  yards, 
jhe  furlong  220  such  yards,  and  the  mile  1,760  such  yards. 

2d.  The  rood  of  land  shall  contain  i  ,210  square  yards,  and  the  acre  of  land  4,840  square 
yards,  being  160  square  perches  oV  poles,  each  percn  or  pole  being  =  30^  square  yards,  or 
=  272  J  square  feet. 

3d.  The  said  Imperial  standard  yard,  when  compared  with  a  pendulum  vibrating  seconds 
of  mean  time,  in  the  latitude  of  London,  in  a  vacuum,  at  the  l^el  of  tfte  sea,  is  ascertained 
to  be  in  the  proportion  of  36  inches  to  39.1393  inches;*  therefore,  if  at  any  time  hereafter 
the  said  yard  shall  be  lost  or  injured,  it  may  be  restored  by  making  a  new  standard  yard, 
bearing  the  same  proportion  to  such  pendulum. 

4th.  The  standard  brass  weight  made  in  the  year  1 758,  now  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  shall  be  the  Imperial  standard  troy  pound,  and  shall  be  the  onit 
or  only  standard  from  which  all  other  weights  shall  be  derived,  and  one-twelfth  part  thereof 
shall  be  an  ounce  (troy)  ;  and  one-twentieth  part  of  such  ounce  shall  be  a  pennyweight; 
and  one-twenty- fourth  of  such  peimy weight  shall  be  a  grain;  so  that  5,760  such  grains 
shall  be  a  troy  pound,  and  7,000  such  grains  shall  be  a  pound  avoirdupois;  and  ooe-sii- 
teenth  part  of  the  said  pound  avoirdupois  shall  be  an  ounce  avoirdupois  ;  and  one-sixteentli 
part  of  such  ounce  avoirdupois  shall  be  a  dram. 

5th.  A  cubic  inch  of  distilled  water,  weighed  in  air  by  brass  weights,  at  6a  degfrees  of 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  the  barometer  being  at  30  inches,  is  252.458  standard  grains; 
therefore,  if  at  any  time  hereafter  the  said  standard  pound  shall  be  lost  or  injured,  it  may  be 
restored  by  making  a  new  standard  troy  pound,  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  a  cubic  iiich 
of  distilled  water. 

6th.  The  standard  measure  of  capacity,  as  well  for  liquids  as  for  dry  goods,  notmeaauied 
by  heaped  measure,  shall  be  the  Imperial  standard ie:allon,  containing  10  pounds  avoirdupois 
of  distilled  water,  at  62  degrees  ot  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  the  barometer  being  at  30 
inches,  and  shall  be  the  unit  and  only  standard  measure  of  capacity,  from  which  all  other 
measures  of  capacity,  as  well  for  liquids  as  for  dry  goods,  not  measured  by  heaped  measare, 
shall  be  derived ;  and  all  measures  shall  be  taken  in  parts  or  multiples,  or  certain  propor- 
tions of  the  same  Imperial  gallon ;  and  the  quart  shall  be  one-fourth  of  such  gallon;  and  the 
pint  shall  be  one-eighth  of  such  gallon ;  and  two  such  gallons  shall  be  a  peck;  and  eight  such 
gallons  shall  be  a  bushel;  and  eight -such  bushels  shall  be  a  quarter  of  com,  or  other  diy 
goods,  not  measured  by  heaped  measure. 

7th.  The  standard  measure  of  capacity  for  coals,  lime,  potatoes,  fruit  and  other  thing* 
commonly  sold  by  heaped  measure,  shall  be  the  bushel  containing  80  pounds  avoirdupois  of 
water,  as  aforesaid,  the  same  being  made  round  with  a  plain  and  even  bottom,  and  being 
rg  i  inches  from  outside  to  outside. 

8th.  In  using  such  bushel,  all  such  goods  and  things  commonly  sold  by  heaped  measure 
shall  be  duly  heaped  in  form  of  a  cone,  to  the  height  of  at  least  six  inches,  and  the  outside 
of  the  bushel  to  be  the  extremity  of  the  base  of  such  cone ;  and  three  bushels  shall  be  a  sack, 
and  12  such  sacks  shall  be  a  chaldron;  and  in  all  heaped  measures,  their  diameter  must  be 
at  least  double  their  depth,  and  the  heap  above  the  lip  of  the  measure  must  be  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  depth. 

gth.  Provided  that  in  bar^ins  and  dealings  for  coals,  potatoes  or  other  things  commonly 
sold  by  heaped  measure,  either  the  said  standard  weight,  or  the  said  standard  for  heaped 
measure  may  be  used,  as  shall  be  agreed  on.  But  all  bargains  for  other  articles  shall  be 
according  to  the  said  standard  of  weight,  or  to  the  said  gallon,  or  the  pjurts  and  multipte 
thereof;  and  in  using  the  same,  the  measures  shall  not  be  neaped,  but  shall  be  stricken  with 
a  roller,  straight,  and  of  the  same  diameter  from  end  to  end. 

loth.  Nothing 

•  The  metre,  or  the  ten-millionth  pan  of  a  quadrant  of  the  meridian,  =  39-3708  inches. 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN.  [79 

10th.  Nothing  herein  shall  authorize  the  selling  by  measure  of  articles  required  to  be  sold 
by  weight  in  Ireland. 

11th.  Copies  and  models  of  the  said  standard  yard,  pound  and  gallon,  shall  forthwith  .be 
carefully  made  and  verified,  and  deposited  in  the  Exchequer  at  Westminster ;  and  that 
copies,  also  verified,  be  sent  to  the  chief  magistrates  of  Loudon,  Edinburgh  and  Dublin,  and 
of  such  other  places  and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  Treasury  may  direct. 

lath.  The  justices  of  peace  in  every  county  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  magistrates 
of  every  city,  town  or  place  in  England  or  Ireland,  being  a  county  within  itself,  and  of  every 
city  and  royal  burgh  in  Scotland,  shall,  within  six  months,  purchase  verified  copies  and 
models  of  each  of  the  standards  of  length,  weight  and  measure,  and  of  each  of  the  parts 
and  multiples  thereof,  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  such  persons  as  the  justices 
and  magistrates,  in  their  respective  counties  and  burghs,  shall  appoint ;  and  the  same  shall 
be  produced  by  the  keepers  at  such  time  and  place  as  any  person  shall,  by  a  writing  under 
his  hand,  require,  giving  reasonable  notice,  and  paying  reasonable  charges. 

13th.  The  expense  of  procuring  such  models  shall  be  paid  in  England  out  of  the  county 
rates,  8ic. ;  and  in  Scotland,  shall  be  assessed  and  levied  upon  shires  and  royal  burghs, 
along  with  the  land  tax;  and  in  Ireland  by  grand  jury  presentments. 

14th.  Where  recourse  cannot  be  conveniently  had  to  the  verified  copies  of  standard  mea- 
sures of  capacity,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  iustice  of  the  peace  or  magistrate,  in  case  of 
dispute,  to  ascertain  the  content  of  any  such  measure  by  direct  reference  to  the  weight  of 
pure  or  rain  water  which  such  vessel  is  capable  of  containing :  10  lbs.  avoirdupois  of  such 
water,  at  62  degrees,  being  the  standard  gallon,  the  same  being  equal  in  bulk  to  277.27384 
cubic  inches,  and  so  in  proportion  for  parts  and  multiples. 

15th.  All  contracts,  sales  and  dealings  for  work  to  oe  done,  or  goods  or  things  to  be  deli-  • 
vered  by  weight  or  measure,  where  no  special  agreement  shall  be  to  the  contrary,  shall  be 
held  to  be  according  to  the  standard  weights  and  measures 'ascertained  by  this  Act;  and 
where  any  special  agreement  shall  be  made  with  reference  to  local  customary  weights  or 
measures,  the  proportion  which  these  bear  to  the  said  standards  shall  be  expressed,  declared 
and  specified  in  such  agreement,  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

i6th.  But  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  buy  and  sell  goods  by  weights  and  measures 
established  either  by  local  custom  or  founded  on  special  agreement,  provided  there  shall  be 
painted  or  marked  thereon  the  proportion  which  such  customary  measures  and  weights  bear 
to  the  said  standards;  and  no  person  is'permitted  to  make  any  weight  or  measure  after  the 
1st  January  1826,  except  in'  conformity  with  the  said  standards. 

1 7th*  For  ascertaining  and  fixing  the  conversions  of  weights  or  measures  in  England  and 
Ireland,  where  rents,  &c.  are  payable  in  grain,  8cc.,  an  inquisition  shall  be  taken  before  the 
justices  of  peace  in  quarter  sessions,  by  the  oaths  of  a  jury  of  freeholders,  to  ascertain  the 
amount  according  to  the  standards  by  tliis  Act  established  of  such  grain-rents,  8cc.,  payable 
by  weights  and  measures  heretofore  in  use ;  and  such  ascertsiined  amount  shall  be  the  rule 
of  payment  in  all  time  coming. 

18th.  For  ascertaining  and  fixing  the  conversions  of  weights  or  measures,  when  stipends, 
rents,  feu-duties.  Sec.  are  payable  in  grain,  meal,  8ic.  in  Scotland,  the  sheriff  shall  impannel 
a  jury  (of  the  same  number,  and  with  the  same  qualifications  which  are  required  in  the  jury 
who  strike  the  fiar  prices  of  grain),  to  ascertain  the  amount  according  to  the  standards  by 
this  Act  established,  of  such  ^rain  stipends,  &c.  payable  by  weights  and  measures  hereto- 
fore in  use ;  and  such  inquisitions  shall  be  recorded  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  the  amount  so  ascertained  shall,  when  converted  into  the  standard  weights  and 
measures,  be  the  rule  of  payment  in  all  time  coming ;  and  the  costs  of  such  inquisitions  shall 
be  assessed  and  paid  along  with  the  land-tax. 

igth.  Afler  such  inquisitions  shall  have  been  enrolled  and  recorded  in  England,  Ireland 
and  Scotland  respectively,  accurate  tables  shall  be  published  under  the  authotity  of  the 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  showing  the  proportions  between  the  weights  and 
measures  heretofore  in  use,  and  the  weights  and  measures  hereby  established,  with  such 
other  conversions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary ;  and  after  such  publication,  all  future  pay- 
ments shall  be  regulated  according  to  these  tables. 

20th.  Accurate  tables  shall  also  be  published,  in  order  that  the  revenue  duties  of  customs 
and  excise,  Sec,  may  be  adjusted  and  made  payable,  according  to  the  legal  standards 
directed  by  this  Act  to  be  universally  used ;  and  after  the  1st  of  January  1826,  and  the  said 
publication,  the  revenue  shall  be  collected  according  to  these  tables. 

21st.  The  regulations  and  penalties  of  the  Actf  29  Geo.  2,  c.  25;  31  Geo.  2,  c.  17; 
35  Geo.  3,  c.  102,  and  55  Geo.  3,  c.  43,  for  examining,  seizing  and  destroying  defective 
weights  and  measures,  and  for  punishing  persons  having  any  such  not  conformable  to 
Standards,  shall  be  in  force  throughout  Great  Britain,  as  if  repeated  and  re-^na^ted  in  this 
Act. 

22d.  The  regulations  and  penalties  of  the  Irish  Acts,  4  Ann»  e.  14;  11  Geo.  2,  c.  11 ; 
25  Geo.  2,  c.  15 ;  27  Geo.  3,  c.  46,  and  28  Geo.  3,  c.  42,  s.  9,  shall  be  in  force  in  like 
manner  in  Ireland. 

23d.  Other  statutes,  ordinances  and  acts,  ancient  and  modem,  in  so  far  as  regard  weights 
and  measures  (68  in  number),  are  repealed. 

24th,  25th,  26th.  This  Act  declared  not  to  affect  the  Act  31  Geo.  2,  c.  17,  granting  cer-i 
tain  privileges  to  the  dean,  &c.  of  Westminster ;  nor  the  right  of  the  lord  mayor  or  city  of 
London  to  gauge,  as  heretofore,  wine  and  other  gaugeable  liquors,  provided  that  such  be 
gauged  according  to  the  Imperial  standards. 

0.36.  k  4  Schedule 
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SCHEDULE  of  Tables  drawn  up  m  Conformity  to  the  Act 


Schedule  to  the  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c  74. 

The  we^hti  tnd  the  measures  of  length  and  superficies  are  the  old  English  standards,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Articles  of  Union,  and  sent  to  Scotland  in  the  year  1707. 


Mile. 


§  1.    MiASuaia  ow  Extinsiow. 

Forlong.        Pole.                Yard.               Feet. 

locbet. 

as      8    =    380      =    1,760    =   5,s8o 

1     =:      40      =3      2^0    zz      6G0 

I      =:        5*    =      16J 

I     =          3 

=  63,360 

=     7f9«o 
=r        198 

=          36 

1       =  12 


The  metre      =      39.3708  inches. 
Scots  ell  =:      37*0958    do. 

Scots  chain    =      34  efis. 


i  a.    SupiariciAL  Mbasurk. 

8qr.  Perch, 
Acre.        Rood.      Pole,  or  Rod.     Sqr.  Yerd.         Sqr.Foot.  Sqr.  locheo. 

1     =:    4    cs       160      =    4,840     =    43,560  =  6,373,640 

1    =        40      =:    1,310    =    10,890  =  1,568,160' 

1       =:      30^    =    .3,7«i  =  3§,304 

1       =            9  =  ^«96 

1  =  144 

The  English  diain,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  Act,  will  be  retained.  The  chain  sr  33  janh 
or  66  feet,  is  dirided  into  100  links,  each  link  =  7.93  inches.  The  square  chain  =.  484  sqvare 
yards,  or  one-tenth  of  an  acre. 

Sqr.  Yard*. 

The  Scots  acre  of  5*760  square  ells,  when  measured  by  a  chain  of  74.1 196  feet,  is  =  6104.1379 

Ditto  of  74.    -    do.    is  zz=  6084^ 
Ditto  of  74.4  -    do.    b  =  61 50^. 


Mbasuebs  of  Capacity. 


^  6.  All  the  measures  now  in  use,  both  for  l]<|uors  and  for  grab,  &c«  are  abolished ;  and  die 
standard  Imperial  ffalloo,  its  parts  and  multiples,  u  appointed  both  for  liquids  and  for  dry  goods; 
which  standard  gallon  is  defined  to  be  a  measure  containing  10  lbs.  aroirdupois  of  distilled  water,  at 
63  degraes,  the  barometer  at  30  inches;  and  =  377.37384  cubic  inches;  one  cubic  inch  weigiyag 
353,458  grains.    The  paru  and  multiples  are 


Helf 

Half    *                                  Half                Half     Lbt.or    Ounces  of 

itbel.  Bofthel.   Peck.     Oaltoo.    Oellon.     Qaart     Pint.          Pint.     Gill.     GUI.     Water.       Water 

.  Cobielnte. 

I    s:    3    £=   4    =   8   = 

16    =  33  =    64    =  138=356=513=  80    .  .    = 

3318.19075 

I    =1    3    =    4    = 

8    =1=  16  =   33    =     64SSSI  28=1356=  40    .  .    = 

1109.0953s 

4   =    8  =   16  =    33 —  64 — 188 —  30    .  .   =7 

554-547^ 

1    =s 

3    =    4  s=s     8   =     16—  33—  64 —  M)    .  .    — 

«77-273^ 

1=3=4=      8=  16=  33  =    5    .  .    = 

138.63691 

I   =       3    =       4=     8=:  16=  .  .    40    = 

69.31846 

1    =      3=    4=    8  =  .  .    30   = 

34.65923 

1—    3=    4 —  .  .    10    — 

17.331,61 

•                                            1=      3=    .  .       5     = 

8.664S 

i=...     3j=: 

4-3W 

Note.-'One  quarter  of  com=:8  bushels=:64  gallons=:640  lbs.  of  waters  17745.536  cubic  inebes. 

The  boll  and  firlot  are  not  acknowledged  in  the  new  Act :  and  the  following  measures  are  not 
mentioned  in  this  statute.  The  pottle  of  3  quarU;  the  coom=4  bushels;  the  wey=:5  quarters;  and 
the  la8t::^io  quarters. 

Lbs.  At.  of  Water.      Cubic  Inches. 

The  Winchester  bushel  now  abolished  =    77^        =:   31504.3017 
1  he  Linlithgow  bear  firlot    •    do.    -    =  ii6ff|     =   3331.69 
The  Linlithgow  wheat  firlot  -    do.    -    =    79iSl8  =   2315.37 

The  old  standards  in  England,  now  abolished,  were  the  wine  gallon  of  331  cubic  inches,  the  sk 
gallon  of  383^' and  the  corn  gallon  of  368.8035  cubic  inches,  and  their  parU  and  multiples. 
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WEIGHTS. 

i  4.    The  troy  pound  is  the  standard  at  the  Mint,  and  for  jewellers  and  apothecaries. 

Co.  In.  of  Water, 
*  which  balance  a 

Pound.  Ounce.        Pennyweight.  Graini.  Unit  of  each. 

1       =       12      =:      340        s       5>7^    =:    a«.8i5676 
1       =:        20        x  480    =      1.901306 

1        =  24    =        .950^53 

The  tTQy  dram  of  60  grains^  and  scruple  of  20  grains,  are  not  acknowledged  in  the  Act. 


The  avoirdupois  pound,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  English  pound,  and  ito  parts  and 
multiplesi  will  contmue  to  be  used  for  all  goods,  except  the  precious  metals  and  medicines.    . 

Co.  In.  of  Water 
which  balance  a 
Pound.  Onnce.  Dram.  Graini.  Unit  of  each. 


I        =        16       =       256       =  7,000                   s=  27.727384 

I        =          16       =  437  J                =s     1.732962 

1        =  27  i  J 

or  =  3^.34375 


1=     .10831 


The  stone  of  16  lbs.  and*of  14  lbs. ;  the  hundred  weight  of  1 1 2  lbs. ;  and  the  ton  of  2,240  Iba.  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  Act. 


Hkapbd  Measurk. 


$7^8.    The  standard  is  a  bushel  containing  80  lbs.  of  water,  at  62  degrees,  to  be  heaped  in 
form  of  a  cone,  at  least  6  inches  high,  and  the  base  of  the  cone  a  circle  of  19I  inches  diiuneter. 

'  Chaldron.  Swk.  Bushel. 

1  ss         12         as         36 

1         =  a 

The  hea|>^  bushel  contains  281548  cubic  mches ;  and  36  of  these  bushels  (the  chaSdron)  contains 
58.656  cubic  fbet. 


NOTES  relating  to  the  Standard  Scots  Pint  or  Stirlihg  Jug,  and  the  (jkiin  Measures 

derived  from  this  Standard. 

The  standard  pint  jug»  in  the  custody  of  the  bnreh  of  Stirling,  is  made  of  brass,  and 
weighs  nearly  16  avoirdupois  pounds.  It  appears,  by  its  make,  to  be  very  old,  and  is 
mentioned  in  Acts  of  Parhament  as  being  kept  in  Sirling  before  the  reign  of 
James  II.  It  is  in  form  of  a  frustum  of  a  cone,  with  a  handle,  having  two 
armorial  shields  in  relief  on  the  outside,  opposite  the  handle,  with  rude 
figures  upon  them,  as  represented  in  the  mar^n.  **  One  of  these,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  jug,  has  the  lion  of  the  Scottish  Arms ;  the  other,  a  rudely 
designed  quadruped  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  so  little  defined  that  it 
resembles  a  child  on  all  fours.  The  wolf,  as  being  the  crest  of  the  Burgh 
Arms,  might  have  been  intended,  however  unsuccessful  the  artist.^* 

By  Act  ig  February  1618,  entitled  an  '*  Act  anent  settling  the  Weights 
and  Measures  of  Scotland,''  heaped  measures  which  had  been  used  for  malt, 
barley  and  oats,  were  abolished ;  and  it  was  ^tatuted  and  ordained,  that  the 
'*  Wheat  fiiiot  shall  contain  21 }  pints  of  tiie  Stirling  jug;  and  that  the 
firlot  for  bear,  malt  and  oats,  shsJl  contain  31  pints  of  the  same«"  Thus 
the  Stirling  pint  jug  was  made  the  unit  of  liquid  measure,  and  also  the  standard  from  which 
all  others  were  to  be  derived.  Models  of  measures,  and  particularly  copies  of  the  Stirling 
jug,  were  sent  to  Uie  different  burghs,  as  the  gauge  or  standard  by  which  weights  and 
measures  over  the  kingdom  were  to  be  ascertained  and  checked ;  and  several  of  these  jugs 
are  still  preserved  in  some  of  the  burghs,  having  similar  shields  in  front,  the  upper  one 
bearing  in  rdief  a  lion  rampant,  and  the  lower  one  having  the  figure  of  an  animal,  below 
which  is  a  large  capital  S.  The  Act  also  appointed  ''  double  standards  of  the  foresaids 
weghts  and  measures,  and  jedges  (gauges)  thereof,  two  of  everie  one  of  them  to  remaine 
in  the  register  of  the  Castell  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  other  two  within  the  Castell  of 
Dunbritane  (Dumbarton),  as  a  warrand  for  the  measures  allenarlie." 

The  benefit  of  uniformity  of  measures  and  of  weights  within  the  same  country,  was 
acknowledged ;  and  the  "  Parliament  of  Scotland  endeavoured,  by  successive  laws,  to 
obtain  that  desirable  object,  by  appointing  the  several  standards.     To  Edinburgh  was 

assigned 


• 


See  the  Rev.  Wm.  Stirling's  edition  of  Nimmo's  History  of  Stirlingshire,  page  341. 
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assigned  the  keeping  of  the  standard  ell ;  to  Perth,  the  reel ;  to  Lanark,  the  pound ;  to 
Linhthgow,  thetirlot;  and  to  Stirling,  the  jug;  with  a  view,  perhaps,  to  their  respective 
manufactures ;  yet  those  standards  seem  not  to  have  been  carefully  kept ;  and  the  Stirtiog 
lusr,  like  the  Tower  pound,*  was  actually  lost,  till  it  was  discovered  about  the  middle  of 
ast  century,  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Bryce  (Minister  of  Kirknewten,  and  one  of  the 
King's  chaplains  for  Scotland),  who  was  zealous  to  apply  his  sreat  mathematical  knowledge 
in  promoting  the  various  purposes  of  daily  life.  This  useful  citizen,  to  whom  bis  coantry 
owes  several  other  servicesi  particularly  a  valuable  map  of  Scotland,  died  in  1786." — 
Chalmer's  Caledonia,  Vol.  11.  pages  ao  and  69. 

In  1745»  Mr.  James  Gray,  of  the  Iron  Mill  at  Dalkeith,  published  a  translation  from  the 
original  Latin  of  Dr.  David  Gregory's  Practical  Geometry,  to  which  he  made  many  valuable 
additions.  He  mentions  the  results  of  experiments  for  ascertaining  the  cubical  contents  of 
the  Scots  pint;  namely,  that  some  of  the  standard  jugs*kept  by  the  Dean  of  Guild  of* 
Edinburgh,  made  of  brass,  (one  of  them  weighing  20  J  lb  av.,  having  the  arms  of  Scotland 
and  of  Stirling  marked  in  relief  upon  its  side;  and  another  having  the  year  1555,  with  the 
arms  of  Scotland  and  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh  marked  upon  it.)  were  carefully  measured 
several  times  and  by  different  persons ;  and  tlie  Scots  standard  pint  was  found  to  contain 
103.4  <^ubic  inches. 

In  August  1 754,  after  the  Stirling  jug  had  been  recovered  by  Mr.  Bryce,  the*  legal  stan- 
dards for  grain  were  adjusted  at  Stirling  by  Mr.  Gray  and  Dr.  John  Steward,  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  in  Edinburgh :  and  in  the  same  year  Mr.  Gray  pubHshed,  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Physical  and  Literary  Essays,  his  excellent  paper  on  **  the 
weights  and  measures  of  Scotland/  compared  with  those  of  England,"  containing  his  ex- 
periments on  the  Stirling  jug.  He  mentions  that  the  jug  was  nll^  with  cleai"  river  water, 
and  weighed  by  a  beam  that  would  turn  with  less  than  a  grain  when  100  ounces  were  in 
each  scale^  and  the  results  of  repeated  trials  were,  that  **  the  standard  pint  jug  contains 
103404  cubic  inches,  and  each  cubic  inch  of  water  with  which  the  jug  was  6tled  weighs 
253.18  tro]^  ffrains  : ''  and  he  adds,  that  by  experiments  made  on  the  standard  jugs  in  cus- 
tpdy  at  Edinburgh,  above  described,  their  **  content  was  found  not  to  differ  from  the  jag 
in  the  custody  of  the  burgh  of  Stirling,  above  the  fiftieth  part  of  a  cubic  inch,'^  or  abont 
^  part  of  the  whole.  Upon  these  results,  the  calculations  in  LorcLSwinton's  and  Mr. 
Bala's  tables,  published  in  1779  and  1780,  are  founded.  ^ 

Mr.  Gray's  experiments  and  computations  of  the  weight  of  water  proceeded  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  coincidence  of  the  weig;ht  of  the  cubical  foot  of  water  with  1,000  oz. 
avoirdupois  was  exact.  He  was  aware  of  an  important  experiment  in  1696,  by  Mr.  Everard, 
balance-maker  to  the  Exchequer,  with  a  qi^antity  of  distilled  water,  at  55  degrees  Fahrenheit, 
measured  and  weighed  by  the  Exchequer  standards  before  the  Coromissioneis  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Mr.  Everard  found  2145.6  cubic  inches  of  such  water  to  wei^h  I9I31  01. 
14  dwt.  troy,  by  a  beam  which  turned  with  six  grains  when  loaded  with  30  lbs.  on  each 
scale.  Henc^  cubic  foot  of  such  water  weighs  very  nearly  62  \  lbs.  av.^  or  1,000  oz.  av* 
wanting  10  f  Ay  grains,  and  a  cubic  inch  is  =  253.176,  or  253^  grains. 

But  Dy  more  accurate  experiments  during  the  present  century,  it  appears  that  the 
weight  of  a  cubic  inch  of  water  in  air,  even  at  its  maximum  density,  is  short  of  253  grains. 
The  statute  "  for  establishing  uniformity  of  weights,"  &c.  (5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  sect.  5  and  6 
and  14,)  mentions  that  a  cubic  inch  of  pure  water  at  62  degrees  Fahrenheit,  weighs 
252458  troy  grains,  and  enacts  that  the  imperial  gallon  shall  contain  10  lbs-  av.  of  sock 
water,  or  277.27384  cubic  inches,  and  that  eight  such  gallons  shall  be  a  busheL  This  new 
Act  of  Parliament  enjoins  (in  section  t8th)  that  the  sheriff  shall  impannel  a  jary  in  each 
county,  to  ascertain  the  capacity  and  amount  of  old  standards  heretofore  in  use,  compared 
with  the  Imperial  standards.  In  consequence  of  this  clause,  the  sheriffs  of  the  coautiea  of 
Edinburgh,  Stirling  and  Lanark,  obtained  reports  from  able  calculators  of  th^r  experi- 
ments for  determining  the  capacity  of  the  Stirling  jug.  This  jug,  however,  is  of  very  rode 
workmanship  ;  its  surface  has  never  been  ground,  and  is  not  perfectly  level;  conseanently 
the  three  reports  differ  very  slightly  from  each  other :  but  the  mean  of  the  wnde  is 
104.175  cubic  inches,  as  the  content  of  the  Stirling  jug.  The  copy  of  the  Stilling  jug  at 
Linlithgow,  (probably  used  in  adjusting  standard  firlots,)  was  found  to  be  104.164  cubic 
inches;  and  the  copy  of  the  Stirling  jug  at  Dumbarton,  (probably  one  of  the  standaids 
deposited  in  the  case  m  1618,)  is  ss  104.4  cubic  inches.  Taking  the  medium  of  these  three 
quantities,  we  have  104.246  cubic  inches,  as  the  true  capacity  0?  the  Stirling  jug  heretofore 
in  use. 

The  Act  1618  enjoined  that  the  Stirling  jug  was  to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the 
weight  of  water  contained  in  it;  viz.  3  lbs.  7  oz.  (or  3-^ lbs.)  of  French  troyes  weight, 
ordained  to  be  the  weight  of  Scotland  ;  so  that  it  was  enacted  that  weights  and  measures 
ahould  check  each  other.  This  was  the  ancient  practice  in  Scotland,  as  is  evident  from  okl 
statutes.  In  1587,  a  Committee  of  Parliament  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  mettes, 
measures  and  wechtes,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  one  general  rule  for  the  government  of 
trade  in  future.  This  Committee,  having  examined  the  several  ancient  weights  and 
measures,  do  report  that  they  found,  "  That  maist  wisely  the  proportions  and  grounds  of 
their  weghtes,  metts  and  measures,  hes  bene  sa  established  of  auld,  that  everie  ane  of 

them 

•  The  Tower  pound  was  the  Saxon  money  pound  of  19  01.,  each  oj.  =  450  J  English  iroy  grains. 
Fifteen  of  iheae  ounces  wcie  ihe  old  Saxon  commercial  pound. 
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th^m  comptrollcs  otheres,  and,  b6  just  canference,  makis  and  establishes  ane  certaine 
measure  and  wesht."  The  ingenuity  of  our  forefathers,  by  which  they  contrived  to  make 
the  measures  of  length,  of  capacity,  and  of  weight,  by  just  conference,  to  regulate  each 
other^  oeems  justly  to  merit  some  degree  of  praise.  The  abolition  of  heaped  measure  in 
1618,  and  substituting  in  lieu  of  it  an  enlarged  firlot,  show  their  ^'  reverence  and  attention 
to  ancient  usage ;  do  some  credit  to  their  knowledge  in  the  Brst  principles  of  legislation ; 
and  on  every  supposition  are  a  suflScient  apology  for  their  making  a  difference  in  the  content 
of  the  twofirlots.*'* 

By  the  Act  1618,  tron  weight  was  abolished,  and  only  one  weight  established,  called 
French  troyes  or  Scots  troyes.  This  troyes  was  supposed,  in  the  last  century,  to  be  a  very 
small  fraction  less  than  Amsterdam  or  Dutch  weight;  but  in  1826  and  1827,  the  verdicts- 
of  juries  in  26  counties  declare  these  weights  to  be  identical;  so  that  the  stone,  of  16  of 
these  pounds,  heretofore  in  use  for  weighing  meal,  &c.,  called  the  Lanark,  the  Dutch,  and 
the  Scots  troyes  stone,  is  1 7  J  lb.  avoirdupois.  Of  course  the  Scots  pound  troyes  is  =:  1  j^  lbs. 
avoirdupois,  or  =  17^02.  avoirdupois,  =:  7,656 i troy  grains;  and  since  the  Stirling  jug 
must  contain  3^1bs.  Scots  troyes  of  "clear  running  water,"  it  follows  that  this  jug  is  = 
3-^5  X  1^  =  3jf§lbs.  avoirdupois  of  pure  water,  which,  at  62  degrees  Fahrenheit,  gives +  * 
104.248  cubic  inches,  as  the  content  of  the  Stirling  jug  or  standard  Scots  pint,  differing 
only  3^  part  of  a  cubic  inch  from  the  medium  of  the  experiments,  already  mentioned,  made 
by  sKilful  persons,  for  ascertaining  the  Quantity  of  pure  water  contained  in  the  jug.  There- 
fore, the  contents  of  the  Scottish  or  Linlithgow  standard  firlots  (for  bear,  31,  and  for  wheat, 
21  ^  Scots  pints),  and  of  the  British  standai*d  bushels,  are  as  follows : 

Lb.  Av.  of  Wftter.  Cubic  Inches. 

Bear  firlot,  containing  four  of  its  own  pecks  =  u6|f5    =  3231.*' 
Wheat  firlot,  containing  four  of  its  own  pecks  =    79  JSJJ  =  2215.*^ 
Imperial  bushel,  containing  four  Imp.  pecks  =    80        =22i8.**®" 
Winchester  bushel,  established  bv  13  Will.  3,1 

c.  5,  containing  4  Winch,  pecks,  abolished    =:    77^      ss  2150.**^^*^ 

by  6  Geo.  4,  c.  74  -        -        -        -        -J 

In  this  manner,  the  measures  of  cs^pacity,  called  the  Scots  pint  and  firlot,  and  the  measure 
of  weights,  called  the  Scots  troyes,  coincide  and  mutually  check  and  control  each  other. 

The  Scots  troyes  lb.  alreadjr  stated,  is  =  7656.25  troy  grains;  and  by  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74, 
s.  4,  the  troy  lb.  is=5,76o  grains,  and  the  avoirdupois  lb.=7,ooo  grains.    Therefore, 

The  troy  oz.,  or  -^  of  1  troy  lb.  is  =480  grains,  and  one  pennyweight  is  =  24  grains. 

X  The  Scots  oz.,  or  ,^  of  1  lb.  Scots  troyes,  is  sz  478.^^^  grains,  ana  one  drop  is  =  29.907 
grains. 

The  avoirdupois  oz.,  or  ^  of  1  lb.  avoirdupois,  is  =  437.^  grains,  and  the  dram  =  27^4 
=27.34376  grains. 

Mr.  Gray,  in  his  valuable  Essay,  has  given  a  very  concise  view  of  Scottish  measures  of 
extension,  on  the  supposition  that  the  standard  Scots  ell  is  37.2  English  inches.  This  stan- 
dard ell  of  37  Scottish  inches,  estimated  by  Dr.  David  Gregory  in  the  17th  century,  and  by 
Mr.  Gray  and  other  eminent  persons  in  the  18th  century,  at  37.2  English  inches,  was 
found  by  experiments,  in  1811,  of  Professor  Copland,  of  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  and 
Mr.  James  Jardine,  civil  engineer,  to  be  37.0958  English  inches;  consequently. 

Square  Yardc. 

The  Scots  acre  of  5,760  §  square  ells,  the  ell  being,  as  above,  37.0958  inches,  =  6104^ 

If  the  ell  is  estimated  at      .---. 37.2        inches,  =  6150! 

And  if  the  ell  is  estimated  at    ---------37.  inches,  =6084} 

The  English  or  Imperial  acre,  by  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  sec.  2     -----  =  4840 

In  the  above  tables,  the  exact  proportions  between  the  standard  weights  and  measures  of 
Scotland,  and  the  standards  established  by  the  Weight  and  Measure  Act  of  1824,  are  dis- 
tinctly given,  and  the  following  observations  occur : 

1.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  expressed  in  the^igth  section  of  this  statute,  that  accu- 
rate II  tables  be  prepared,  and  recorded  and  pulj^ished,  under  the  authority  of  the  Commis- 
sioners 

•  .See  Rural  Economy  of  East  Lothian,  bjr  G.  Buchanan  Hepburn,  of  Smeaton,  one  of  the  Barons  of 
Exchequer,  published  in  1794. 

t  sin  =3.7597656«5  and  ?:!5?^^1I222=, 04.248. 

0  Troy  graini. 

J  The  old  French  ounce       -        -        •♦-        -        -        *        -        -        "        -=  472f 
The  Scots  ounce  has  bepn  estimated  as  follows : 
In  a  treatise  on  weights,  &c.  dated  1624,  by  Alex,  Huntar,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  p.  3    =:  471^    , 

By  Mr.  Gray,  in  1754      -        -        -        - -        -=476 

Derived  from  the  Stirling  jug,  in  1827,  as  above  -        ...        -        .-        -=  478J 

§  24  X  «4  >:  io?=6»7^.  .         ^         . 

\\  Tables  of  weights  and  meas^ures  compiled  tinder  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  established  school- 
masters of  Scotland  in  182B,  for  the  u*e  of  schools,  are  in  several  cases  very  inaccurate. 
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sioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasorv,  showing  the  proportions  of  the  w  eights  and  measorei 
heretofore  in  use,  and  the  weignts  and  measures  hereby  established ;  for  ^  unkss  people 
are  apprised  of  the  differences,  and  taught  how  to  (%i\yert  the  several  w^hts  and  meisarei 
readily  into  one  anoUier,  it  wll  ever  be  a  vain  project  to  expect  general  conformity  to  the 
law.  This  is  necessary  for  another  reason ;  namely,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  destroy  the 
memory  and  knowledge  even  of  the  weights  and  measures  intended  to  be  laid  aside ;  becasse, 
without  that  knowlrage,  ancient  rights,  ancient  trade,  and  ancient  history  coild  sot  be 
understood/'* 

3.  A  new  nonmiclature  is  also  requisite.  Different  weights  aad  measures  have  tke  aaoe 
names ;  and  **  unless  they  who  have  occasion  to  use  them,  are  not  only  ascertained  that 
they  speak  of  different  things,  though  under  the  same  names,  but  also  are  taught  whoe  tke 
diflference  lies,  and  how  much  it  is,  they  are  led  unwittingly  into  great  decepUon.''t  Tk» 
confusion  may  be  reuMsdied  by  iotroducing  new  names. 

3.  Our  progress  in  establishing  uniformity  is  retarded  by  innovations  amoagretaileRof 
provisions  m  great  cities,  who  are  adopting  new  weights  not  authorized  by  the  Act  1824, 
and  attempting  to  continue  the  use  of  weigots  intended  by  this  Act  to  be  abolished.  For 
example :  28  lbs.  avoirdupois  (called  i  of  1  cwt),  is  constituted  by  them  to  be  die  firlot»  or 
4  pecks  of  meal ;  and  7  lbs.  avoirdupois,  or  half  a  stone  of  horseman  or  jockey  wdcht,  is  by 
them  denominated  a  peck.  But  the  firlot  of  meal,  established  in  1696,  is  z:  35  lbs.  tniN 
dupois,  consists  of  4  pecks  or  16  lippies;  is  in  constant  use  over  Scotland  among  ftroen 
and  whcJesale  dealers ;  is  the  only  standard  for  meal  recogniied  by  the  Teind  Court,  or 
known  to  the  clerks  at  the  Teind  office,  who  necessarily  descend  to  )  j:  of  a  linpiesyoL 
avoirdupois.  The  retailer  of  meal,  in  ^eat  cities,  purchases  by  the  standard  firlot  of  sslbs. 
avoirdupois,  and  sells  by  his  own  arbitrary  firlot  of  28  lbs.  avoirdupois.  In  this  respect 
he  imitates  the  apothecary,  who  purchases  oy  the  avoirdupois  lb.  of  7,000  trains,  and  sells 
by  the  troy  lb.  of  5,760  grains.  The  late  Act  of  Parliament  was  intended  for  "  the  secuity 
of  commerce,**  by  establishing  uniformity;  but  the  object  seems  not  to  be  attained.  And  a 
Question  must  alws^s  arise,  and  is  here  repeated  and  submitted  to  public  attention,  til  k 
there  any  good  reason  why  any  body  of  traders  or  retailers,  '^  in  the  sale  of  their  commodi- 
ties, should  use  a  different  denomination  of  weights  from  that  employed  in  the  transactioDs 
of  the  other  classes  of  the  community?'*  § 


—  No.  10.  — 

A  METHOD  OF  DETECriNO  FALSE  BALANCES, 

Extracted  from  a  Report  to  William  Boswell,  Esq.,  His  Majesty's  Sheriff-depute  of  the 
County  of  Berwick,  regarding  the  Weights  and  Measures  heretofore  in  use  m  the  said 
County ;  by  James  Jardine,  Civil  Engineer  in  Edinburgh ;  John  Blackadder,  land- 
surveyor  in  East  Blaneme;  and  James  Veitch,  Optician  in  Inchbonny. — (Pnntedio 
ParL  Paper,  No.  105,  of  Sess.  1834.) 

"Although  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  has  in  a  great  measure  taken  ohce 
throughout  the  kingdom,  yet  if  tl^  balances  that  are  used  be  unequal  or  fidse,  firasas  of 
a  serious  nature  may  be  practised.  In  order  to  have  a  balance  as  perfect  as  pofisiUe,  it  is 
necessary  to  attena  to  the  following  circumstances :— ^/irs/,  the  arms  of  the  beam  ought  to 
be  exactly  equal  in  length  and  in  weight;  ttcond,  the  points  from  which  the  scales  are  si^ 
pended  should  be  in  a  right  line  passing  through  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  beam;  Mt 
the  friction  of  the  beam  upon  the  axis  ought  to  be  as  little  as  possible ;  fourth,  the  pirots, 
which  form  the  axis  of  motion,  should  be  in  a  straight  line,  and  at  right  angles  to  thebeao. 
When  the  arms  of  a  balance  are  unequal,  the  balance  itsdf  is  said  to  be  fake,  became  it 
does  not  give  the  true  weight  of  the  body.  Fraudulent  dealers  never  fail  to  jput  the  weight 
on  the  shorter  end  of  the  beam,  and  the  substance  they  intend  to  weigh  on  the  longer;  asd 
the  consequence  is,  the  buyer  does  not  receive  a  sufficient  quantity.  The  detection  mav 
easily  be  made  by  changing  the  weight  and  body  to  the  opposite  scales.  A  balance  with 
unequal  arms  will  weigh  as  accurately  as  another,  provided  the  standard  weight  be  first 
counterpoised^  then  taken  out  of  the  scale,  and  the  thmg  to  be  weighed  be  put  into  the  sole 
and  adjusted  against  the  counterpoise.'  For  example,  suppose  it  were  required  to  weigh 
accurately  a  pound  of  sugar:  place  a  one  jibund  weight  on  one  scale,  and  on  the  other  any 
substance,  say  shot,  or  pieces  of  iron,  as  a  counterpoise,  till  the  beam  stands  exactly  balanced, 
then  remove  the  one  pound  weight  from  the  scale,  and  nut  in  its  place  the  sugar  to  be  weighed 
till  it  is  exactly  balanced  by  the  counterpoise ;  you  will  then  have  exactly  a  pound  of  sugar, 
even  though  the  two  arms  of  the  beam  be  not  or  equal  lengths. 

•'  This  IS  the  most  accurate  method  of  weighing,  whether  the  balance  be  true  or  false; 
but  the  additional  loss  of  time  and  trouble  in  such  adjustment  renders  it  inconvenient  in 
practice,  and  this  method  is  seldom  used  except  in  nice  experiments."     • 

^  Lord  Swtnton's  PropoBal  for  Uniformity,  &c.  page  5^ 

t  Ibid.  p.  4. 

%  Teind  or  tithe  is  one-fifth  of  land->rent,  and  may  be  in  money,  grain  and  meal,  or  is  money  ooly. 
Thu9,  the  rental  of  Coratorphine,  four  miles  west  from  Edinburgh,  id,  in  money,  =:  14/.  9^.}  g^ 
=  1,008  bolls,  and  oatmeal  =  262  bolls ;  and  on^iifth  of  these  sums  is  tbe  >»bole  teiod  of  this  parish, 
viz.  money  =  9/.  17*.  9f(/.,  grain  =  201  b.  2  p.  1  p.  2|^l.,  and  oatmeal  c=:  52ft.  1  r.  2P.  ij^ 
which  quantity  of  meal  noay  be  belter  expressed,  =:  7,336  lbs.  avoirdupois. 

§  See  printed  Report  on  Weights  and  Measures,  by  Uie  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Glasgow,  i883« 
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—  No.  UN- 
CAPACITY of  the  Stirling  Juo,  a«  determined  by  Adam  Anderson,  ll.u.  F.a.s.E.&d 

Rector  of  the  Academy  of  Perth. 

Dr.  Anderson  baviog  been  appointed  by  the  sherifF  of  Stirlingshire  to  ascertain  the 
relation  between  the  new  Imperial  weights  and  measures  and  the  provincial  measures  of  tiiat 
county,  was  led,  in  the  course  of  his  examination  of  the  latter,  to  the  measurement  of  the 
Stirling  jug.  As  this  vessel,  which,  at  an  early  peiiod  in  the  annals  of  Scotland,  was  en- 
joined to  be  the  standard  measure  for  liquids  over  the  whole  of  that  kingdom  (an  enact- 
ment which  was  renewed  and  confirmed  in  1618),  was  also  appointed  to  be  the  only  standard 
from  which  the  capacity  of  the  measures  for  corn  was  to  be  derived,  the  determination  of 
its  true  contents  has  become  a  problem  of  great  importance,  whether  the  high  antiquity  of  the 
jug  itself,  or  the  national  interests  that  may  be  effected  by  its  measurement,  are  brought 
under  consideration.  Before  describing  the  method  which  Dr.  Anderson  employed  for  the 
purpose,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  nature  and  condition  of  th%  instru- 
ments he  made  use  of  i^  the  prosecution  of  his  researches.  These  instruments  consisted  of 
fine  balances,  a  delicate  barometer  and  thermometer,  and  a  peculiar  contrivance,  of  his 
own  invention,  for  determining  when  any  vessel  submitted  to  examination  was  truly  and 
exactly  brimfull. 

Of  the  balances,  the  least  delicate  rendered  it  possible  to  weigh  bodies  with  it  to  a  de- 
gree of  exactness  which  was  less  than  the  jif^  psLTt  of  their  weight;  and  tlie  most  deli- 
cate one,  to  a  degree  of  precision  which  was  confined  within  still  narrower  limits,  Aware^ 
however,  that  balances  possessing  great  delicacy  might  yet  give  erroneous  results,  when 
the  arms  of  the  beam  are  imperfectly  adjusted,  it  may  be  proper  to  slate,  that  the  mettiod 
of  weighing  by  substitution,  first  suggested  by  Borda^  was  uniformly  resorted  to,  and  means 
taken  of  the  results. 

The  thermometer  used  for  determining  the  temperature  of  the  water  used  in  the  experi- 
ments, as  well  as  that  of  the  air,  possessed  great  sensibility,  and  could  easily  be  read  off 
within  a  fifth  part  of  a  degree  of  Fahrenheit^  scale. 

In  all  the  weighings  due  corrections  were  applied  for  changes  of  weight,  occasioned  by 
variations  in  the  density  of  the  air;  though,  in  general,  these  corrections  were  so  incon- 
siderable, that  they  might  have  been  neglected  without  leading  to  errors  of  an  appreciable 
extent.  An  attention  to  temperature,  more  especially  to  that  of  the  water  which  was  used 
for  determining  the  capacity  of  the  jug,  was  ol  greater  imponance,  and  was  even  indispen- 
sibly  necessary  for  attaining  the  object  in  view,  with  all  the  precision  which  the  nature  of 
the  case  required.  Accordingly  the  water  used  for  the  purpose  was  almost  always  raised  to 
the  temperature  of  620 ;  but  if,  in  any  case,  this  was  neglected  to  be  done,  a  suitable  cor- 
rection was  applied,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  expansion  of  that  fluid  at  different 
temperatures.  The  water  used  for  filling  the  jug  was  that  of  the  Tay,  when  the  river  was 
perfectly  limpid  ;  a  proper  correction  being  applied  to  reduce  the  weight  to  that  of  an  equal 
volume  of  distilled  water. 

The  mouth  of  the  jug  not  being  exactly  in  the  same  mathematical  plane,  it  is  evident 
that  the  application  ot  a  plate  of  ground  glass  to  it,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  when  the 
vessel  is  exactly  brimfuU,  would  i^  to  a  result  for  computing  its  capacity,  which  must  err 
in  excess ;  since  a  plate  so  applied  must  necessarily  rest  on  the  most  elevated  points  of  the 
brim.  It  is  of  much  importance  to  attend  to  this  fact,  because  in  all  the  recent  attempts 
which  have  been  made  to  determine  the  capacity  of  the  vessel,  a  plate  of  glass  was  used  for 
the  purpose  alluded  to. 

The  contrivance  which  Dr.  Anderson  employed  for  obviating  the  deviations  that  might 
be  occasioned  by  the  irregularity  of  the  mouth  of  the  jug  was  extremely  simple,  as  well  as 
capable,  under  proper  management,  of  giving  the  most  perfect  accuracy  of  result.  Jt  con- 
sisted first  of  all  of  a  bar  of  brass,  fig.  1,  having  moveable  supports,  C  D  and  £  F,  at  each 
end,  which  were  so  adjusted  by  means  of  screws,  as  to  suit  the  mouth  of  the  vessel  to  which 
they  might  be  applied.  One  of  the  supports,  C  D,  terminated  in  three  prongs  at  D,  and 
the  other,  E  F,  in  a  single  prong,  F;  so  that  when  the  prongs  were  applied  to  the  mouth 
of  a  vessel,  they  were  necessarily  in  the  same  plane  with  the  points  of  the  brim  on  which  # 

they  rested.  Between  the  supports  alli^ded  to,  which  raised  the  bar  a  little  above  the 
mouth  of  the  vessel,  there  played  two  fine  ^rews,  G  U,  terminating  in  well  defined  points, 
and  which  admitted  of  being  brought  to  coincide  with  the  plane  of  the  part  of  the  mouth 
on  which  the  supports  rested,  with  the  utmost  accuracy.  This  was  done  by  applying  the 
contrivance  to  a  (M  metallic  plate  which  had  been  reduced  to  a  perfect  plane  by  grinding ; 
and  adjtisting  the  screws,  with  the  assistance  of  a  microscope,  so  that  those  points  just 
touched  the  surface  of  the  plate.  The  contrivance,  thus  adjusted,  was  applied  to  the  mouth 
of  the  vessel,  and  another  similarly  adjusted,  but  wiih  longer  supports,  being  placed  at 
right  angles  to  it,  water  was  carefully  poured  into  the  jug  till  it  reached  the  points  of  the 
screws.  Before  this  operation,  however,  was  finally  performed,  the  jug  was  gradually 
levelled,  so  as  to  have  its  mouth  exactly  parallel  to  the  horizon ;  which  was  effected  without 
disturbing  the  water  by  means  of  wedges  on  which  the  bottom  of  the  jug  was  made  to 
rest,  and  which  admitted  of  a  nice  adjustment  by  screws,  when  the  operation  of  levelling 

0.36.  1  3  T^*^  T 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


86]  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM 

was  nearly  completed.  As  exactness  of  adjustment  was  rendered  more  attainable,  iaconse- 
'  quence  of  the  apparent  distance  between  the  points  of  the  screws,  and  their  reflected 
images  on  the  water  being  doubled,  the  surface  of  the  water  was  brought  to  be  in  the  same 
horizontal  plane  with  the  points  of  the  brim  on  which  the  apparatus  rested,  with  a  degree 
of  exactness  so  minute,  that  a  deviation  of  a  ten  thousandth  part  of  an  inch  might  easiij 
have  been  detected.  Nor  will  such  extreme  accuracy  appear  to  be  onnecessary,  when  it  is 
stated  that  an  error  of  one  thousandth  part  of  an  inch,  in  the  estimation  of  the  depth  of  tbe 
jug,  would  give  rise  to  an  error  of  about  a  six  thousandth  part  of  its  actual  capacity. 

The  Stirling  jug,  by  A  B  C  D,  fig.  2,  has  the  form  of  the  frustum  of  a  cone,  the  diameter 
of  the  bottom  being  5^  inches,  and  that  of  the  mouth  4^  inches.  The  depth  is  about  six 
inches.  It  is  composed  of  a  kind  of  brass,  in  which  copper  seems  to  predominate,  and 
from  its  rude  construction  has  evidently  been  fabricated  at  a  period  when  the  arts  had  made 
little  progress  in  Scotland,  ft  bears  upon  its  side,  in  bold  relief,  the  figure  of  a  lion  ram- 
pant, and  also  that  of  a  child  in  an  incumbent  or  prostrate  posture;  but  the  latter  fit^ure  is 
so  rudely  executed,  that  it  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  a  representation  of  the  *'  wolf  in  tbe 
arms  of  the  town  of  Stirling.  The  mouth  of  the  jug,  A  K  L  J,  though  smooth  and  well 
defined,^s  not  wholly  in  the  same  plane,  the  difference  between  the  highest  and  lowest 
points  being  ^  parts  of  an  inch.  Hence,  when  the  vessel  is  fillad  with  water,  so  that 
the  surface  of  the  fluid  coincides  with  the  lowest  points,  K  and  I,  u  requires  two  ungulae, 
as  they  are  termed  by  mathematicians,  each  equal  to  the  solid  comprehended  between  tbe 
planes,  K  I  H  and  K  I  L,  to  complete  the  measure.  Ou  the  other  hand,  if  the  vessel  be 
filled  with  water,  by  means  of  a  plate  of  glass  resting  on  the  highest  points  of  the  brim, 
more  water  is  required  for  doing  so  than  is  equal  to  the  true  contents  of  the  jag,  whether 
the  vessel  be  regarded  as  a  measure  for  liquids  or  for  dry  substances.  It  is  evident,  there- 
fore, that  the  application  of  a  plate  of  glass  to  the  Stirling  jug,  with  the  view  of  reoderiog 
it  brimfull,  is  calculated  to  an  erroneous  result,  and  to  give  a  capacity  greater  than  what 
the  vessel  actually  possesses. 

In  the  method  of  measurement  employed  by  Dr.  Anderson,  the  vessel  was  carefully  filled 
with  water  at  the  temperature  of  ds""  of  Fahrenheit,  till  the  surface  of  the  fluid  was  brought 
to  have  the  same  level  with  the  lowest  points  of  the  brim,  I  and  K.  This  was  done  in  the 
following  manner :  A  tin  plate  with  a  narrow  mouth,  and  capable  of  holding  about  4lbs. 
avoirdupois  of  water,  was  nearly  filled  with  that  fluid  at  the  above  mentioned  temperature; 
it  was  then  placed  in  one  of  the  scales  of  a  delicate  balance,  which,  when  so  loaded,  readily 
turned  with  a  fifth  part  of  a  grain,  and  a  counterpoise  was  placed  in  the  opposite  scale,  to 
establish  dn  exact  equilibrium.  The  tin  plate  being  removed  from  the  balance,  the  water 
which  it  contained  (oralkast  what  portion  of  it  was  necessary  for  the  purpose)  was  cau- 
tiously poured  into  the  jug,  till  it  reached  the  level  of  the  two  lowest  points,  K  and  I, 
which'  was  accomplished  with  great  accuracy  by  means  of  the  apparatus  already  described. 
This  being  done,  the  vessel  was  replaced  in  the  scale  which  it  formerly  occupied,  and 
weights  were  added  till  the  equilrbrium  was  restored.  The  weights  thus  added  being 
evidently  the  same  as  the  weight  of  the  water  which  had  been  poured  into  the  jug,  gave 
the  weight  of  that  water  within  the  53^  part  of  its  entire  weight.  By  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  the  weight  of  the  distilled  water,  at  the  temperature  of  62°,  necessary  to 
fill  the  jug  to  the  lowest  points  of  the  brim,  was  found  to  be  26274.77  Imperial  grains. 
To  this  must  be  added  the  weight  of  a  quantity  of  pure  water,  equal  in  volume  to  that  of 
the  two  ungulse  already  mentioned,  which,  by  a  rigid  calculation,  was  found  to  be 
11.64  grains.  The  entire  capacity  of  the  jug  was  thus  determined  to  be  equal  to  the 
volume  of  26286.41  grains  of  pure  water,  at  the  temperature  of  620  of  Fahrenheit,  and 
when  the  barometer  stands  at  30  inches.  This  result  inu^t  be  regarded  as  affording  a  more 
correct  measurement  of  its  capacity,  than  that  deduced  from  the  weight  of  its  contents,  by 
applying  a  plate  of  ground  glass  to  its  mouth.  At  the  same  time  the  result  mentioned  differs 
so  slightly  from  the  contents  of  the  jug,  as  determined  by  Mr.  Jardine,  and  adopted  by  the 
jury  of  Edinburgh,  that  it  serves  to  confirm  rather  than  to  throw  any  doubt  on  the  accu* 
racy  of  that  measurement*. 


*  If  the  jug  had  been  filled  to  the  highest  points,  A  and  D,  by  the  application  of  a  plate  of  glass 
to  its  mouth,  the  contents  would  have  exceeded  the  cupacity  we  have  found,  without  the  unguis,  by 
the  weight  of  the  volume  of  pure  water,  equal  to  that  of  tbe  frustum  of  a  cone  4^  ioches  iu  diameter 
at  the  base,  and  ^^^  of  an  inch  iu  altitude,  the  taper  being  the  same  as  that  of  the  jug.  The  weight  that 
found  would  be  equal  to  27.49  grains,  and  accordingly  this  weight  being  added  to  26274.77  gives 
26302.26  grains,  which  differs  about  4  J  grains  from  th%  weight  of  tbe  contents  o(  the  jug,  as  deter* 
mined  by  Sir.  Jardine.  ; 

The  wheat  firlot  being  enjoined  by  the  Scottish  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1618  to  contain  21  J 
times  tbe  capacity  of  the  Stirling  jug,  ought,  according  to  the  above  measurement^to  contain  5585S6.3 
grains  of  distilled  water  when  the  thermometer  is  at  62^  of  Fahrenheit,  and  \^^n  the  barometer  is 
at  30  inches.  Hence  the  statutory  wheat  firlot,  of  which  the  Linlithgow  wheat  firlot  ought,  according 
to  the  same  Act,  to  be  a  copy,  is  to  the  Imperial  bushel  as  558586.2  to  56000,  or  a». 997475  to  unity. 

Also  the  barley  firlot,  wliicb,  by  the  same  Act,  is  enjoined  to  contain  31  measures  of  the  Stirling 
jugy  ought  to  contain  814878.7  grains  of  distilled  water,  the  thermometer  and  barometer  being  the 
name  as  above  mentioned.  Hence  its  capacity  should  be  to  that  of  tbe  imjierial  bushel  as  1.45514  to 
unity. 
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LETTER  from  Dr.  Anderson  to  the  Hon.  G.J.  Vernon^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Sale  ofCorn^  communicating  the  Result  of  some  Experimeois  made  by  him  relative  to 
the  Condensation  of  Grain^  by  different  modes  of  Measuring. 

Dear  Sir,  Perth,  July  123,  1834. 

In  the  evidence  which  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  the  Committee,  1  stated  that 
the  attainment  of  uniformity  was  a  matter  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  country,  not 
only  as  a  means  of  facilitating  commercial  transactions,  but  as  being  no  less  calculated  to 
impart  to  these  transactions  a  character  of  equity  and  impartiality,  without  which  thev 
cannot  be  long  conducted  with  advantage  in  any  state.  These  are  objects  of  so  much 
importance,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  that  any  difficulties  which  may  oppose  the  esta- 
blishment of  uniformity  of  weights  and  measures,  particularly  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the 
sale  of  corn,  should  not  be  yielded  to  until  every  possible  exertion  has  been  made  to  remove 
and  overcome  them.  To  leave  Ireland,  therefore,  to  retain  a  system  of  her  owii,  while  a 
more  improved  mode  of  selling  corn  is  introduced  into  Great  Britain,  would  be,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  too  like  the  indulgence  of  a  fond  mother,  who,  though  convinced  that  she 
18  acting  wrong  in  yielding  to  the  perverse  clamour  of  a  spoiled  child,  nevertheless  consents 
to  do  >^hat  she  disapproves,  that  she  may  not  cross  its  capricious  and  unreasonable  humours. 
But  this  is  not  the  worst  of  it;  for  so  long  as  any  part  of  a  vicious  system  is  allowed  to 
remain,  there  is  always  a  danger  of  u  relapse  to  it ;  and  hence  all  the  benefits  resulting 
from  a  belter  system,  in  one  part  of  the  empire,  may  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  counteracted 
and  nullified,  by  the  injudicious  toleration  of  a  system  confessed  faulty  in  another  part 
of  it. 

Whatever  system  is  adopted  for  the  sale  of  corn,  whether  by  weight  or  by  measure,  or 
by  both  conjoined,  it  is  obviously  a  matter  of  the  utmost  moment,  that  the  method  resorted 
to  should  possess,  at  once,  precision  and  simplicity.  Of  these  two  requisites,  precision  is, 
doubtless,  the  most  important;  and  indeed  no  method,  however  simple  it  may  be  in  prin- 
ciple, or  easy  in  operation,  can  be  reckoned  good,  or  even  admissible  at  all,  unless  it  possess 
that  condition  of  a  good  and  just  system — simplicity,  which  is  so  apt  to  recommend  itself 
to  every  cultivated  and  reflecting  mind,  may,  unless  it  be  marked  with  precision,  defeat  all 
the  intentions  of  sound  legislation  on  this  important  subject;  and  instead  of  being  the 
means  of  conducing  to  uniformity,  give  birth  lo  all  that  vagueness  and  diversity  which  are 
the  bane  of  commercial  intercourse,  and  the  source  of  all  the  existing  evils  which  are 
already  so  deeply  felt  and  complained  of. 

The  two  generic  modes  by  which  the  commercial  value  of  anV  marketable  commodity 
is  estimated,  rest  upon  two  of  the  most  universal  properties  of  matter,  viz.  volume  or  bulk, 
and  Mveight  or  density.  The  first  of  these  is  an  attribute  of  extension,  and  is  therefore  the 
most  general  as  well  as  the  most  simple  of  all  mathematical  quantities;  the  second  results 
from  gravitation,  the  most  universal  of  all  physical  qualities.  Both  of  thetn  admit  of  being 
measurecl  by  units  of  the  same  kind  with  themselves,  and  in  this  respect  they  differ  from 
all  the  other  properties  of  matter.  Thus  light  and  heat  are  measured  by  the  changes  of 
volume  which  these  qualities  produce  on  matter  exposed  to  their  influence;  and  in  like 
manner  the  atmospheric  pressure,  and  the  elasticity  of  elastic  fluids  in  general,  are  estimated 
by  the  elongation  or  contraction  of  a  column  of  mercury,  or  some  other  liquid.  But  bulk 
is  measured  by  an  unit  of  bulk,  and  weight*  by  an  unit  of  weight.  In  these  respects, 
therefore,/volume  and  weight  are  not  only  the  most  general  attributes  of  matter,  but  those 
attributes' of  it  which  admit  of  the  simplest  and  most  precise  measurement. 

V\  hen  philosophers  have  occasion  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  matter  in  bodies,  they  can 
only  solve  the  problem  by  having  recourse  both  to  bulk  and  density,  the  two  qualities 
alluded  to;  for  though  density  is  not  exactly  the  same  as  weight,  it  bears  an  invariable 
ratio  to  it,  and,  in  the  case  of  terrestrial  matter,  may  be  regarded  as  of  synonymous 
import.  If  the  density  of  all  bodies  were  the  same,  that  is,  if  tney  contained  equal  quan- 
tities of  matter  under  the  same  volume,  the  commercial  value  of  different  commodities 
might  be  determined  by  weight  or  measure  indifferently;  but  it  is  because  their  density 
varies,  and  varies  too  in  those  very  substances  to  which  we  apply  the  same  name,  that  we 
must  follow  the  practice  of  the  philosopher  in  his  method  of  estimating  tiie  quantity  of 
matter  in  different  bodies,  and  conjoin  both  bulk  and  density  (or  specific  gravit]^  to  deter- 
mine their  commercial  value*  These  remarks  apply  with  greater  force  to  the  case  of  grain 
than  to  almost  any  other  mcirketable  commodity ;  the  density  of  it  being  different  in  different 
samples,  and  consisting  in  a! Leases  of  a  mixture  of  nutritious  and  useless,  or  comparatively 
useless  matter.  It  would  be  simple,  no  doubt,  to  employ  only  one  of  the  attributes  of 
bulk  and  weight,  if  the  other  could  be  dispensed  with  ;  but  if  'both  are  necessary,  precision 
would  be  sacrificed  to  simplicity,  and  a  vague  and  useless  generality  be  the  result. 

Decipimur  specie  recti — brevis  esse  laboro, 
Ol)8curu8  fio. 


In  vitium  ducit  culpae  fuga^  si  caret  arte. 


The  very  purposes  to  which  corn  is  applied  as  an  article  of  food,  which  are  of  a  twofoU 

character,  1st,  to  fill  the  belly,  which  rcqiiires  bulk^  and  2d,  to  aflbrd  nourishment  to  the 
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aoimal  system,  which  requires  weight  or  density,  seem  to  imply,  that  the  intrinsic  value  of 
corn  cannot  be  duly  estimated,  unless  both  its  bulk  and  its  weight  be  taken  uuder  con- 
sideration. If  the  quantity  of  nutritious  matter  in  corn  were  directly  proportional  to  its 
weight,  then  weight  alone  would  afford  sufficient  means  for  determining  its  commercial 
value;  but  that  being  by  no  means  the  case,  as  I  have  shown  by  my  evidence,  3632, 3640 
to  3644,  3694, 3939,  it  is  obvious,  that  to  sell  corn  by  weight  only  would  be  to  sell  it  by  an 
erroneous  standard  of  value.  To  sell  it,  on  the  other  hand,  by  measure  alone,  without 
testing  its  quality  by  weight,  would  lead  to  results  equally  fallacious,  and  indeed  would 
never  be  submitted  to  by  the  intelligent  corn-factor,  who  constantly  conjoins  weight  with 
measure  in  his  various  purchases.  J3ut  to  sell  it  by  measure,  with  a  reference  to  weight, 
Would  unite  the  advantages  of  both  svstems,  without  clogging  the  sale  with  any  element 
which  is  not  already  reoognised  to  be  necessary  by  all  sensible  men  who  have  dealings 
in  corn. 

The  indispensable  necessity  of  combining  weight  with  measure  in  the  sale  of  corn,  being 
thus  established,  I  was  anxious  to  determme,  by  careful  experiments,  the  aberrations  in 
measurement  to  which  that  operation  is  liable,  where  the  same  bushel  and  bushels  of  dif- 
ferent depths  are  used.  I  was  accordingly  employed  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  in 
carrying  into  effect  a  variety  of  measurements,  which  I  caused  to  be  made  in  the  preseuce 
of  two  of  the  magistrates  of  this  city,  by  an  experienced  meter,  assisted  by  a  Mr.  Miller, 
an  intelligent  person  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  inquiry.  The  bushel  ia  all  the 
trials  was  placed  on  a  larffe  flat  stone,  which  is  firmly  secured  for  the  purpose  in  the  Penh 
stock-market  for  corn,  it  may  be* proper  to  mentoin,  that  the  ex perimenu  were  made 
with  two  kinds  of  wheat,  one  of  which  was  old  and  musty,  and  the  other  of  a  good  and 
wholesome  quality,  in  the  course  of  the  trials,  bushels  varying  a  depth  from  8 1  to  11  j 
inches  were  used. 

The  following  trials  were  made  with  the  bad  wheat ;  a  round  roller,  three  iocha  ia 
diameter  and  perfectly  cylindrical,  being  used  in  stricking  the  grain  : 

1st.  When  the  bushel  was  1 1  }  inches  deep : 

lb.    oz.  1. 

1st  trial       ...        -    66    84\^^^„*°5-    ^*: 
2dditto       -        ...    66    ^li^^^^BG    61 

2d.  When  the  bushel  was  8  j  inches  deep  : 

1st  trial       .        -        -        -56    -il\^^«„    rft     « 1 
additto       ...        -    56    3{)«nean,66     M 

3d.  When  the  bushel  was  8  |  inches  deep : 

i'dS  :   :   :   :  tl'?,}°-.««  -» 

These  results  show  a  pretty  regular  increase  in  the  condensation  of  the  grain,  which 
seems  to  be  owing  to  the  effect  of  greater  pressure,  in  the  case  of  the  deeper  bmbels* 
The  only  thing  unsatisfactory  in  them,  is  the  discrepancy  which  is  observable  io  the  case 
of  the  same  bushel,  which  is  such  that,  if  the  results  of  the  second  trials  in  ench  set  be 
taken  and  the  first  rejected,  there  would  be  but  little  difference,  though  still  a  slight  io- 
crease  with  the  depth.  As  I  ascribed  these  anomalies  chiefly  to  the  quality  of  .the  gnio 
with  which  the  trials  were  made,  the  wheat  being  upwards  of  20  years  old,  and  oaaDjof 
the  grains  bruised  and  injured  by  vermin,  I  procured  a  quantity  of  wheat  of  a  good  quality 
and  repeated  the  experiments,  with  some  modifications,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
made. 

The  following  trials  were  made  with  the  wheat  last  mentioned,  the  bushel  being  strickea 
with  a  flat  ruler  perfectly  straight : 

1st.  When  the  bushel  was  11  }  inches  deep: 

lb.  oz.  ,. 

1st  trial       -        ...    62  I     \  X  ?i 

*          2d  ditto       .        -        .        -    62  1  J  /  ""^"'  ^^     ^  * 

2d.  Wlien  the  bushel  was  ^|  inches  deep: 

1st  trial       -        .        .        .    62     I  in  >5^        , 

2d  ditto      .        .        .        .    62     4/°'^'"''  ^^     '* 

In  these  experiments,  the  difference  of  result  is  so  slight,  that  it  appears  to  be  of  \ii^ 
iuiportance,  though  a  small  latitude  were  allowed  on  the  construction  of  the  bashel. 

The  utmost  condensation  that  could  be  effected  by  agitation  and  concussion,  in  die  case 
of  the  bushel  whose  depth  was  11  J  inches,  corresponded  to  a  depression  of  from  J  toi|ot 
an  inch  below  the  mouth  of  the  bushel,  being  about  eight  per  cent.,  which  is  the  same 
as  I  stated  in  3624  of  my  evidence.  The  above  experiments  were  made  in  the  evening, 
between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  when  the  specific  gravity  of  the  grain  began  to  be  affected 
by  the  increasing  relative  humidity  of  the  evening  air.  -- 
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The  following  experiments  were  made  on  the  following  day,  between  noon  and  two 
o'clock,  p.  m.  The  (^rain  was  poured  into  the  bushel  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  the  principal 
design  was  to  determine  the  dinerence  between  a  cylindrical  and  a  flat  strickle : 

1st,  When  the  cylindrical  roller  was  used 

lb.  oz. 
-    62  14     1 

lbs.  oz. 
mean,  62  15 


2d. 


• 

lb.  oz. 

1st  trial 

. 

-    62   14 

2d  ditto 

- 

-     62  14 

3d  ditto 

- 

-     62  14 

4th  ditto      - 

- 

.     63    - 

5th  ditto     - 

- 

-     62   15 

When  the  flat  strickle  was 

used  : 

1st  trial 

. 

-     62  12  i 

id  ditto 

.         • 

-     62  11 

3d  ditto 

- 

-    62  i3i 

4th  ditto     - 

• 

-    62  33  J 

6th  ditto      - 

- 

-    62  i3i 

mean,  62   12 1 


In  these  experiments,  the  weight  of  the  contents  of  the  bushel  was  greater  when  the 
measure  was  stricken  with  the  roller  than  when  it  was  stricken  with  the  flat  strickle,  the 
difierence  being  2  I  oz.  in  1,004  j,  or  about  1  in  450. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  specific  gravity  of  the  grain,  in  consequence  of  the  diminished 
relative  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  gives  the  weight  of  a  bushel  of  the  same  grain  1 1  g  oz. 
more  than  it  was  on  the  preceding  evening,  the  mean  increase  being  about  1 J  per  cent. 

On  the  whole,  the  results  afford  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  slight  deviations  in  measure- 
ment which  actually  occur  when  grain  is  measured,  in  the  same  circumstances,  by  an  expe- 
rienced meter.  The  deviation  of  the  first  set  amounts  only  to  1  in  1,007;  and  of  the  second, 
to  i|  in  1,004. 

To  ascertain  what  deviations  in  measurement  might  be  produced  by  various  modes  of 
introducing  the  grain  into  the  bushel^  I  made  two  sets  of  experiments,  in  one  of  which  I 
caused  the  grain  to  be  poured  from  a  height  20  inches  above  the  mouth  of  the  bushel,  and 
in  the  other,  from  a  height  of  32  inches. 

1.  From  a  height  of  20  inches. 

1.  When  the  grain  was  stricken  with  a  flat  strickle: 

lbs.  oz. 

1st  trial    -        -        -         -         -    63  12  J]             lbs.  oz. 

2d  ditto  -        -        -        *        -    63  8i>mean,  63  10 J 

3d  ditto  -----    63  9 |J 

The  mean  of  four  trials,  when  the  grain  was  introduced  in  the  ordinary  way,  being  with 
«  flat  strickle,  as  already  stated,  62  lb.  12  ^oz.,  the  condensation  arising  from  the.  increase 
of  height  is  13^02.,  or  a  little  more  than  one  per  cent. 

2.  When  the  grain  was  stricken  with  a  roller: 

lbs.    oz. 
ist  trial   -        -        -        -        -    fi3     8}^  lbs.  oz. 

2d  ditto  -        -        -        -        -639JI  mean,  63    9  J 
3d  ditto  -        -        -        -        -    63  10   J 

The  mean  of  five  trials,  when  the  grain  was  introduced  in  the  ordinary  way,  being,  with 
a  roller,  as  already  stated,  62  lbs.  1502.,  the  difl^erence,  10  J  oz.,  gives  the  condensation 
arising  from  the  increase  of  height,  still  about  one  per  cent. 

The  difference  between  the  cylindrical  and  the  flat  strickle  is,  in  these  trials,  {oz.  in 
1,007  J,  or  1  in  1,209. 

IL  When  the  grain  was  poured  from  the  height  of  32  inches  above  the  mouth  of  the 
bushel. 

1 .  When  a  fiat  strickle  was  used  : 

•'^s.    oz.  ,r     ^^ 

1st  trial    ......    63     HUean   e^'T^' 

2d  ditto 63     12  J*"^*"' ^3  13 

The  effect  of  condensation  in  this  case  is  15^02.  of  increase  of  weight,  being  about 
1 1  per  cent. 


2.  When  a  cylindrical  roller  was  used : 

lbs.  oz.              1. 

ist  trial 64  2   \„„„  fi*'?; 

2d  ditto el  ,4|«°««"'64    ij 


The  effect  of  condensation  in  this  case  is  18  I  oz.,  being  about  1 1  percent* 
The  weif^ht  of  the  contents  of  the  bushel,  when  it  was  stricken  by  the  roller,  exceeded 
that  when  it  was  stricken  by  the  flat  strickle,  by  3  J  oz.,  being  1  in  320. 

The  compression  produced  by  the  roller  appears  to  increase  with  the  previously  condensed 
0.36.  "  m  state  ^ 
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state  of  the  grain ;  ihe  difference  being  greater  between  the  results  obtained  by  the  flat 
strickle,  as  the  grain  is  poured  froofi  a  greater  and  a  greater  height. 

From  these  experiments  I  draw  the  following  important  inferences  : 

I.  That  measurement,  in  the  hands  of  an  experienced  meter,  is  susceptible  of  being  pci. 
formed  within  the  limits  of  i  in  400*  the  grain  being  introduced  in  the  ordinary  way. 

II.  That  introducing  the  ^rain  into  the  bushel  from  different  heights,  not  exceeding 33 
inches,  will  not  occasion  deviations  extending  beyond  two  per  cent. 

III.  That  the  roller,  by  compressing  the  grain,  gives  a  greater  weight  to  the  contents  rf 
the  bushel  than  the  flat  strickle,  but  mat  the  difference  does  not  exceed  one-third  of  ooe 
per  cent. 

In  order  to  determine  what  condensations  might  be  produced  by  allowing  tbegniodif- 
ferent  periods  of  time  to  subside  in  the  bushel,  I  caused  it  to  be  poured  lu  byintervak, 
which  varied  from  five  secotids  to  five  minutes;  and  I  found  that  the  increase  of  weight, 
which  bore  a  pretty  exact  ratio  to  the  time,  amounted  to  about  one-third  of  one  perceuL 
in  its  maximum  state. 

When  the  grain  was  introduced  into  the  bushel  by  two  meters  stationed  on  opposite 
sides  of  it,  the  condensation  exceeded  what  was  obtained  when  the  grain  was  introduced 
in  the  same  manner  by  one  met^r  only.    This  will  appear  from  the  following  experiment: 

1.  When  the  roller  was  used  : 


lbs.  oz. 


1st  trial 
2d  ditto 

2.  When  the  flat  strickle  v/as  used  : 


g       1^  lbs.  oz. 

63     1)  ^^^'  ^3     ^ 


lbs.  02.  1.  ^    ^^ 

•  1  /?-*   .     1^  ius.  02. 

1st  trial        -        -        -        -      62  14J\^^^„    Rn  tAi 

2d  ditto        ....      62  14 1/'"^"'^^  ^4^ 

The  deviation  by  using  two  meters  at  the  same  time  instead  of  one,  is  2  oz.  in  1^007  bj 
the  roller,  and  1  |oz.  in  1,005  by  the  flat  strickle.  The  difference  between  the  roller  and 
the  flat  strickle  is  about  the  same  as  in  the  former  experiments,  being  in  the  present  case 
8  i  OS.  in  1,006  ij  or  about  1  in  400. 

The  reason  why  a  greater  condensation  takes  place  when  two  meters  fill  the  bushel  at 
the  same  time,  than  when  they  do  so  singly,  seems  to  be  the  reaction  of  the  grain,  the  par- 
ticles of  which  encountering  one  another  in  an  oblique  direction,  produce  an  impetus  dovo- 
ward  sufficient  to  account  for  the  extent  of  the  deviation,  which  is  only  about  1  J  in  loua 

The  limits  of  accuracy  attainable  by  measurement  being  pretty  well  deteroiined  by  the 
preceding  experiments,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  I  should  briefly  refer  to  my  evidence 
respecting  the  degree  of  exactness  of  which  weighing  is  susceptible.  In  my  aoswerto 
question  3621,  I  stated  that  weighing  is  capable  ot  being  conducted  with  a  greater  degree 
of  precision  than  measurement ;  but  in  making  that  statement  1  assumed  the  followiog 
conditions : — First,  that  the  balance  is  not  faulty ;  second,  that  the  weights  are  perfectly 
exact;  and  third,  that  the  operation  is  conducted  in  a  close  apartment,  from  which  all 
agitation  of  the  air  is  effectually  excluded,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  a  delicate  scieotiGc 
expeiiment.  These  conditions  being  complied  with,  1  have  not  the  slightest  heslution  in 
affirming  that  weighing  can  be  performed,  so  as  to  determine  the  weight  of  a  body,  withio 
much  nearer  limits  as  to  the  actual  weight,  than  measurement  can  be  carried,  as  to  tlie 
actual  volume.  Some  of  the  conditions  specified  can  be  attained,  however,  but  imperfectly 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life;  and  consequently,  even  if  the  nature  of  corn  was  such 
that  its  commercial  value  was  directly  proportional  to  its  weight  (which  is  not  the  case), 
the  chances  of  error  and  of  fraud  to  which  weighing  is  practically  liable  are  so  ffreat,asto 
render  it,  at  best,  not  a  preferable  mode  to  measurement.  The  number  of  the  weights 
necessary  for  conducting  the  process;  their  possible  inaccuracy,  whether  from  accidcni  or 
design^  the  chance  of  one  being  mistaken  for  another;  and  ttie  possibiHty  of  firwdoleni 
substitutions  being  dexterously  made  in  all  of  them  without  the  risk  of  detection,  aregraie 
objections  to  the  sale  of  corn  by  weight  alone.  On  the  other  hand,  little  legerdemain  csa 
be  practised  with  the  bust^el. 

But  if  weight  and  measure  are  conjoined,  the  same  objections,  it  might  be  urged,  wodd 
still  apply  to  weight.  It  is  one  thing  however  to  use  weight  as  a  general  measureofq^B" 
tity,  and  another  to  have  recourse  to  it  as  a  test  of  quality.  In  the  latter  case,  itis^sw 
on  a  limited  scale,  and  for  a  specific  purpose ;  and  the  attention  of  the  parties  interested  is 
so  actively  directed  to  the  subject,  that  no  room  is  allowed  for  error  or  imposition. 

You  will  learn  from  the  experiments  1  have  made  with  different  Imperial  bnshels,  that 
though  a  certain  degree  of  condensation  takes  place,  which  increases  with  the  depth  of  tf 
bushel,  it  is  so  limited  that  the  shape  may  be  safely  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  dealers  id 
grain.  The  least  quantity  of  material  is  employed  in  the  construction  of  a  cyli»d^ 
vessel,  when  its  diameter  is  exactly  double  of  its  depth.  This  form,  however,  U  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient.  I  think  the  depth  may  be  allowed  to  vary  from  9  inches  to  12  inches. 
The  bushels  which  I  employed  in  the  experiments  I  have  already  alluded  to,  weremart^ 
under  my  own  direction,  and  adjusted  with  the  utmost  possible  care.  The  one  having  the 
depth  11  I  inches  seems  a  very  manageable  one,  in  the  manipulations  of  measurement.  J" 
the  case  of  the  wider  mouthed  bushels,  1  am  sutisfied,  from  the  experiments  I  have  made, 
that  the  condensation  by  the  roller  more  than  compensates  for  the  diminished  natoralptessare 
of  the  grain  on  account  of  the  smaller  depth,  but  the  difference  is  inconsiderable. 
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With  respect  to  the  chondronieter,  I  can  only  say  that  it  may  be  of  some  use  in  giving 
a  general  idea  of  the  weight  of  grain ;  but  I  do  not  think  its  indications  can  be  relied  upon 
with  implicit  confidence.  If  the  grain  were  introduced  into  it  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
meter  fills  the  bushel,  the  results  deduced  from  it  would  not  be  far  from  the  truth ;  but  the 
occasional  weighing  of  a  bushel  would  answer  the  purpose  better,  and  be  attended  with 
little  additional  trouble.  The  chondrometer  is  merely  a  bushel  on  a  small  scale,  with 
weights  adapted  to  its  capacity. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  decidedly  convinced,  and  the  same  opinion  is  held  by  all  the  intelli- 
gent farmers  and  corn-factors  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject,  that  the 
only  correct  mode  of  selling  corn  is  by  measure,  checked  by  the  weight  of  the  grain  per 
bushel.  In  making  the  returns,  it  wifl  only  be  necessary  to  state  the  maximum  and  mini- 
mum weights  per  bushel,  with  the  price  per  quarter  of  eacli  by  the  Im|>crial  measure. 

1  am,  &c. 

Adam  Anderson. 


—  No.  13.  — 

LETTER  from  Mr.  H.  Dunkin  to  the  Hon.  George  J.  Vernon,  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Sale  of  Corn. 

Sir,  Davis's  Lower  Wharf,  Southwark,  28th  July  1834. 

As  I  was  unfortunately  prevented  from  giving  evidence  before  the  Sale  of  Com  Committee, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  few  words  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  your  inquiry.  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  have  been  extensively  engaged  for  the  last  28  years  m  the  trade  of  oats 
in  the  poft  of  London,  and  have  had  during  that  time  all  the  practical  part  under  my  own 
direction.  I  have  occasionally  imported  oats  from  the  Continent,  and  from  Ireland,  making 
by  my  calculations  the  weight  there  to  correspond  with  our  measure  in  the  port  of  London. 
In  addition  to  my  trade  in  oats,  I  have  had  experience  aa  a  lighterman  and  a  granary*- 
keeper  in  the  unloading  of  cargoes  of  grain,  and  the  warehovfiing  for  the  account  of  others. 

This  inquiry  being  instituted  to  ascertain  the  best  method  by  which  sales  of  grain  can  be 
effected,  and  to  establish  uniformity  therein,  I  shall  without  hesitation  state  what  I  am 
acquainted  with.  1  have  not  witnessed  the  trade  in  any  other  place  than  London. 
A  person  purchases  in  London  by  the  Imperial  bushel,  and  every  practical  man  doing  so 
is  equally  purchasing  by  weight ;  the  weight  of  every  sample  of  corn  influences  its  sale,  and 
is  never  neglected,  at  the  same  time  sweetness  and  quality  in  general  are  properly  appreciated. 
A  person  less  acquainted  with  the  trade  makes  inquiry  as  to  weight  per  bushel.  In  my 
own  sales  I  often  guarantee  the  weight,  which  1  have  found  to  be  very  satisfactory.  Mea- 
sure tested  by  weight  is  a  safe  guide  in  the  sale  of  grain.  Weight  alone  decides  little 
without  a  measure;  weight  without  measure  would  be  but  a  sorry  guide.  Oats  for  forage, 
contracted  for  with  the  Commissariat,  are  stipulated  for  of  not  less  weight  than  ^8 lbs*  tne 
Imperial  bushel ;  for  the  Colonies,  those  of  not  less  weight  than  40 lbs.  per  Impenal  bushel; 
any  tendered  of  a  lighter  description  per  bushel  are  rejected.  Having  acted  largely  in  mak- 
ing such  supplies,  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  they  are  judicious  arrangements. 
The  sales  in  London  taking  place  per  bushel,  cause  great  attention  to  be  paid  to  good  quality, 
and  thereby  tend  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  It  is  beyond  dispute,  that  in  London 
quality  is  more  appreciated  than  in  any  oUier  market. 

With  respect  to  the  measuring  of  grain  in  the  port  of  London,  in  my  opinion  it  is  unob- 
jectionable ;  a  certain  shaped  bushel  and  roller  are  used  by  every  meter.  A  person  applying 
for  a  meter  takes  the  first  m  rotation ;  the  six  or  seven  feUowship-porters  who  follow  him  to 
assist  go  by  seniority ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  no  arrangement  or  collusion  can  take 
place;  the  meter  is  sworn;  is  independent  of  either  buyer  or  s^ler,  in  fact,  does  not  know 
either  of  them  even  by  sight.  From  my  own  observation,  the  business  is  done  wkb  ability  and 
integrity.  I  have  heard  observations  made  about  one  meter  being  heavy  and  another  being 
light  in  the  measurement,  but  I  do  not  think  it  worth  a  remark;  so  few  vessels  are  cleared 
entirely  in  one  day,  that  in  the  run  Qf  trade  you  have  them  alL  I  have  weighed  whole  car- 
goes  over  the  vessels  side  after  the  meters  had  measured  them,  and  have  found  accuracy 
almost  beyond  belief;  and  I  do  not  believe  the  present  method  of  sale  by  measure  to  be  open 
to  any  villainy. 

I  am  quite  certain  that  a  delivery  of  grain  from  the  hold  of  a  ship  would  be  accomplished  in 
less  time  by  measure  than  by  weight,  aided  in  weighing  by  any  apparatus  that  I  have  seen. 
I  have  never  witnessed  the  delivery  of  grain  from  ship-board  by  weight  exclusive  of  mea- 
sure, it  being  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  port  of  London  so  to  do ;  but  1  have  frequently 
delivered  grain  by  weight  alone  from  my  own  craft  or  barges.  I  find  that  I  can  deliver  45 
quaiters  per  hour  per  measure  alone,  and  from  33  quarters  to  35  quarters  per  hour  by  the 
addition  of  weighing.  1  have  given  the  weighing  and  measuring  systems  my  decided  atten^ 
lion  ;  it  cannot  require  a  moment's  cousideration  to  know  that  weighing  is  additional  as  t6 
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labour  and  time ;   the  weighing  only  takes  place  after  the  process  of  measuring,  which 
measuring  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

If  the  Imperial  measure  were  to  become  universal,  it  would  be  the  most  desirable  method 
corn  could  be  sold  by ;  it  could  not  fail  of  being  satisfactory,  as  in  all  cases  of  either  the 
buyer  or  seller  doubting  the  weight  per  bushel,  it  could  be  specified  or  engaged  for.  With- 
out real  measure  (not  a  nommal  one),  value  could  never  be  ascertained ;  but  by  the  use  of 
it  weight  could  always  be  specified  ;  and  if  a  system  of  measure  is  to  be  uniform,  I  know  of 
no  method  like  using  the  Imperial  bushel,  and  attaching  the  weight.  Measure  catmot  be 
done  away  with ;  it  is  the  leading  feature ;  the  weight  is  secondary.  Persons  compelled 
to  purchase  by  the  Imperial  bushel  no  doubt  buy  by  weight  also ;  as*  I  again  say,  weight  ii 
never  lost  sight  of. 

With  respect  to  the  present  method  of  taking  the  averages,  I  do  not  consider  that  it  wodd 
improved  by  taking  them  by  weight  alone.  At  present  it  is  an  average  by  specific  weigiit, 
for  now  in  every  sale  the  specific  weight  tells  in  the  price.  The  weight  of  every  sample  of 
com  now  has  mfluence  on  its  price ;  money  is  obtained  in  proportion  ;  every  buyer  gives 
value  in  accordance  with  his  view ;  and,  rely  on  it,  he  never  omits  weight ;  any  average  of 
weights,  I  think,  must  be  fallacious,  whereas,  now,  every  sale  stands  on  its  own  iatiiDsic 
value,  and  the  quantity  is  taken  equally  into  consideration. 

The  value  of  grain  always  finds  its  own  level ;  high  and  low  prices  occur ;  seasons  vary; 
systems  wear  out;  alterations  in  the  common  course  of  events  will  take  place  and  vary  the 
face  of  the  trade,  but  supply  and  demand  will  rule  for  ever. 

The  com  from  Ireland  is.  dirty ;  it  is  generally  in  a  bad  state  when  brought  to  the  ship- 
ping ports ;  it  reflects  great  credit  on  those  who  prepare  it  for  exportation  ;  they  ha?e  im- 
proved in  their  processes  of  kiln  drying,  &c.,  from  my  earliest  recollection.  If  it  could  be 
regulated  that  grain  should  be  sold  by  the  Imperial  bushel  throughout  Great  Britain,  after 
a  time  Ireland  would  follow  the  practice  ;  at  all  events  I  should  think  the  shipping  ports 
would.  Perhaps  the  producer  from  the  interior  would  object  to  measure  (although  com- 
bined with  weight).  I  judge  he  would  prefer  weight  alone;  and  you  can'hardly  wonderat 
it  from  the  quality  of  his  produce  in  an  unprepared  state. 

Large  purchases  of  grain  are  made  from  the  Irish  shipper  at  certain  prices  per  barrel,  to 
be  put  free  on  board  in  a  proper  prepared  state,  with  an  understanding  as  to  tne  weight  per 
Imperial  bushel,  by  which  only  the  buyer  can  define  his  quality.  After  the  shipment  the 
risks  and  expenses  attach  to  the  buyer,  as  well  as  the  condition  by  length  of  voyage;  the 
above  methcxi  is  extensively  acted  on,  as  well  as  consignments  to  the  port  of  Londan;  and 
often  an  arrangement  takes  place  to  sell  a  cargo  as  above,  and  to  consign  to  the  same  party 
another  of  a  similar  quantity.  I  have  known  of  another  method,  which  at  one  time  was  more 
acted  on  than  at  present,  which  was,  the  making  of  an  arrangement  between  the  Irish  shipper 
and  the  London  factor  for  shipments  on  joint  account ;  but  perhaps,  from  the  difficolties 
arising  in  the  settlements,  or  from  the  absence  of  profit,  this  plan  is  getting  into  disuse. 

Having  heard  of  occasional  dissatisfaction  experienced  by  the  Irish  shipper,  as  to  the  result 
of  the  measurement  of  his  com  in  the  port  of  London,  I  think,  that  witn  very  little  trouble, 
no  such  complaint  need  exist.  The  factor  here  would  no  doubt  state  the  weight  per  bushel 
at  which  the  cai]^o  is  delivered ;  the  factor  always  informs  himself  of  it,  by  having  a  single 
bushel  weighed  in  various  parts  of  the  delivery ;  and  as  a  buyer,  I  am  often  requested  to 
give  my  weights  of  the  cargo. 

The  weight  of  grain  varies  with  the  harvest.  The  com  trade  cannot  be  learnt  in  a(Ia^; 
it  is  imperative  to  give  it  serious  attention.  Upon  the  close  of  every  harvest,  it  is  requisite 
(for  a  tune,  at  least,)  to  weigh  every  new  sample  of  corn,  to  be  enabled  to  form  a  lokrahly 
correct  opinion  as  to  the  crop,  and  to  direct  your  future  operations. 

The  expense  of  discharging  grain  in  the  port  of  London  is  no  doubt  great,  but  it  is  not 
produced  by  the  system  of  delivering  by  measure.  In  the  first  place,  the  crew  take  no  active 
part;  secondly,  the  meter  and  the  fellowship-porters  are  appointed  under  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  London.  I  do  not  complain  of  their  being  too  well  paid  for  the  labour  they  do* 
but  the  expense  is  enhanced  by  their  funds  having  to  maintain  age  and  infirmity  in  the  old 
members  of  their  body.  ^  I  admit  that  they  do  their  business  well  and  satisfactorily;  I  have 
witnessed  it  now  for  a  great  len^  of  time;  and  although  the  buyer  or  seller  seldom  or  ever 
attend,  I  should  say,  general  satisfaction  is  given ;  whereas,  in  Liverpool,  the  crew  not  only 
assist  in  delivering  the  cargo,  but  tliere  is  no  compulsion  as  to  the  employment  of  a  body  of 
men  similaur  to  our  meters  and  fellowship-porters,  but  they  hire  men  at  the  lowest  possible 
price. 

I  have  generally  found  Danish  oats  landed  into  granary,  and  kept  until  they  beeome 
dry,  lose  in  measure  nearly  five  per  cent,  (with  the  exception  of  those  imported  into  this  port 
in  the  year  1831),  and  in  those  cargoes  which  were  delivered  again  within  a  year  from  the 
time  of  landing,  the  average  losses  were  from  seven  to  eight  per  cent.;  and  other  cargoes  of 
that  importation  of  1831,  which  have  lately  been  delivered,  after  being  in  granary  three 
years,  have  experienced  a  loss  of  nearly  10  per  cent.  A  cargo  of  com  in  a  damp  state 
would  certainly  weigh  more  absolutely,  though  less  specifically,  than  it  would  after  it  had 
been  or  become  dry;  evaporation  would  take  place,  and  account  for  it|  but  I  know  of  no 
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rule  by  which  a  proportionate  difference  or  loss  of  weight  can  be  ascertained^  as  it  must 
change  with  evei^  variety  of  condition. 

The  importer  of  foreign  com  now  j>ay8  duty  upon  the  quantity  measured  over  the  ship's 
side, 
there  i 
are 
the  loss  occurring  on  bulks  re-exported  is  not  paid  duty  for. 

I  have,  &c. 

Henry  Dunkin. 


—  No.   14.  — 

LETTER  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Parry  to  the  Hon«  G.  J.  Vernon^  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

on  the  Sale  of  Com. 

Sir,  Hereford,  Aug.  1,  1834. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Clive  I  send  you  the  following  information  relative  to  some  mea- 
sures used  in  this  part  of  the  country.  A  nine  gallon  bushel  measure  was  used  some  years 
ago  to  sell  malt  by,  but  at  this  time  there  is  not  one  to  be  found.  What  is  called  the  old 
or  10  gallon  bushd  measure  is  circular,  and  usually  made  of  oak,  bound  vnth  iron.  I  cannot 
discover  that  there  is  or  ever  vnts  any  fixed  standard  to  regulate  it  by;  The  inspector  of 
measures  for  the  county,  and  several  corn-dealers  have  assured  me  that  the  capacity  of  few 
of  the  10  gallon  bushel  measures  is  alike,  some  of  them  vary  to  the  extent  or  two  or  three 
quarts ;  one  that  1  ineasured  was  15 1  inches  in  diameter  within,  and  7  g  inches  in  depth. 
Wheat,  though  nominally  bought  by  this  measure,  is  really  bought  by  weight,  as  all  corn- 
dealers  and  millers  receive  80  pounds  weight  to  the  bushel,  the  general  use  of  this  uncertain 
measure  is  a  source  of  continued  dispute ;  but  the  country  people  persist  in  continuing  it, 
for  no  other  reason  that  I  know  than  tnat  their  fatben  did  sa 

I  lemain^&c 

/.  JB.  Parry. 


—  No.  15.— 

EXTRACTS  from  a  Dictionary  of  Commerce  and  Commercial  Mavigation, 
by  J.  IL  M'CuUoch,  Esq. 

British  Corn  Trade. 

Quantity  of  Com  amsumed  in  Great  Britain. 

Attempts  have  sometimes  been  made  to  compute  the  quantity  of  com  raised  in  a  country, 
from  calculations  founded  on  the  nmnber  of  acres  in  tillage,  and  on  the  average  produce  per 
acre ;  but  it  is  plain  that  no  accurate  estimate  can, ever  be  framed  of  the  extent  of  land  under 
cultivation.  It  is  perpetually  changing  from  year  to  year;  and  the  amount  of  produce  varies 
not  only  with  the  differences  of  seasons,  but  also  with  every  improvement  of  agriculture. 
This  method,  therefore,  is  now  rarely  resorted  to ;  and  the  growtn  of  com  is  generally  esti- 
mated from  the  consumption.  The  conclusions  deduced  from  this  criterion  must  indeed  be 
subject  to  error,  as  well  from  variations  in  the  consumption,  occasioned  by  variations  in  the 
price  of  com,  as  from  the  varying  extent  to  which  other  food  is  used.  iBut  supposing  the 
prices  of  com  to  be  reduced  to  an  average,  if  the  consumption  of  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  of  all  ranks  and  orders,  and  of  Sil  ages  and  sexes,  were  accurately  determined,  we 
should  be  able,  supposing  the  census  of  the  population  to  be  nearly  correct,  to  make  a  very 
close  approximation  to  the  total  consumption  01  the  country.  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  the  well- 
informea  and  intelligent  author  of  the  Tracts  on  the  Cora  Trade,  made  many  curious  inves- 
tigations, with  a  view  to  discover  the  mean  annual  consumption  of  com ;  and  reducing  it  to 
the  standard  of  wheat,  he  found  it  to  be  at  the  rate  of  about  a  quarter  for  each  individual, 
young  and  old.  This  estimate  has  been  confirmed  by  a  variety  of  subsequent  researches ; 
and,  among  others,  by  inquiries  made  during  the  scarcity  of  1795  and  1796,  by  the  magis- 
trates of  Suffolk,  in  42  different  parishes,  in  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  average  consuipp- 
tion  of  each  family,  which  they  round  to  correspond  very  closely  with  Mr.  SmiUi's  estimate. 
It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  M.  Paucton,  the  intelligent  author  of  the  M6trologie,  esti- 
mates the  mean  annual  average  consumption  in  France,  when  reduced  to  the  standard  of 
wheat,  at  about  10  bushels  for  each  individual;  and  as  the  French  consume  considerably 
more  bread,  and  less  animal  food,  than  the  English,  Uiis  estimate  affords  a  strong  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  that  of  Mr.  Smith. 
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Having  taken  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  in  1 765  at  6,000,000,  Mr.  Smifli 
reckoned  the  consumers  of  each  kind  of  grain,  the  quantity  consumed  by  each  individuaL 
and  hence^  the  whole  consumed  by  man,  to  be  as  follows : 


Estimated  Popu'  Average  Con- 

lotion  of  England  sumption  of 

and  Wales.  each  Person. 

3,750,000  consumers  of  wheat,  at  1  quarter  each    •.--.. 

739»ooo    -  ditto  -  of  barley,  at  1  g  ditto 

888,000    -  ditto  -  of  rye,  at  1 }  ditto        ----..- 
623,000    -  ditto  -  of  oats,  at  2  J  ditto      •-..... 

Consumed  by  man         ...... 

In  addition  to  this  Mr.  Smith  estimated  the  wheat  distilled  made  into  starch,  &c. 
Barley  used  in  malting.  Sec,  -««-••••. 

Rye  mr  hogs,  &c,        ........... 

Oats  for  horses,  &c.    -...--..-.. 

Total  of  home  consumption    •        .        .        .        . 
Add  exc^ess  of  imports  over  exports         -        •        • 

Add  seed  (one  tenth)     ••.... 
Total  growth  of  all  kinds  of  grain  in  England  and  Wales  in  1765    - 


Coosamed 
by  Man. 

3.750,000 

i,oi6,H5 

999*000 

1.791,285 


7,556.350 
90,000 

34»7,ooo 
31,000 

9,461,500 


13,555,850 
398,624 


13,954474 
i»395»447 


15,349>921 


This  estimate,  it  will  be  observed,  does  not  include  either  Scotland  or  Ireland ;  and  later 
inouiries  have  rendered  it  probable  that  Mr.  Smith  underrated  the  population  of  Engluid 
and  Wales  by  nearly  1,000,000.  The  most  eminent  agriculturists  seem  also  to  be  of  opinion 
that  the  allowanae  for  seed  ought  to  be  stated  as  high  as  a  seventh. 

Mr.  Chalmers,  availing  himself  of  the  information  respecting  the  numbers  of  the  peq»le 
furnished  under  Uie  Population  Act  of  1800,  estimated  the  total  consumption  of  all  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  erain  in  Great  Britain  at  that  epoch  at  27,185,300  cjuarters,  whereof  wheat  con- 
stituted 1^,676,100  quarters.  The  crops  of  1800  and  of  1801  bemg  unusually  deficient,  the 
importation  in  these  years  was  proportionally  great ;  but  excluding  these  scarcities,  the  total 
avera^  excess  of  all  sorts  of  grain  imported  from  Ireland  and  foreign  countries  into  Great 
Britain  over  the  exports  had  previously  amounted  to  about  1,000,000  quarters,  which,  de- 
ducted from  27,185,300,  leaves  26,185,300,  to  which  if  we  add  one-seventh  as  seed,  we 
shall  have  29,925,057  quarters  as  the  average  growth  of  Great  Britain  in  1800. 

The  population  of  Ireland,  .as  ascertained  by  the  census  of  1821,  amounted  to  very  near 
7,000,000,  and  probably  at  present  exceeds  8,000,000.  The  greatest  portion  of  its  inhabi- 
tants are,*it  is  true,  supported  by  the  potato,  and  seldom  or  never  taste  bread ;  bat  we  shall 
perhaps  be  within  the  mark  if  we  estimate  the  number  of  those  fed  on  the  various  kinds  of 
com  at  3,000,000,  and  the  average  quantity  of  the  different  sorts  of  grain  consumed  by  each 
individual  at  two  quarters.  This  would  give  6,000,000  quarters  as  the  total  consumption  of 
Ireland. 

But  the  population  of  Great  Britain  increased  from  10,942,000  in  1800  to  16,537*000  in 
1831 ;  and  both  Mr.  Western  and  Dr.  Colquhoun  concurred  in  estimating  the  average  con- 
sumption of  the  whole  empire,  in  1812  and  1814,  at  about  35,000,000  quarters. 

The  following  is  Dr.  Colquhoun's  estimate : 


Species  of  Grain. 


Wheat 

Barley 

Oats 

Rye 

Beans  and  Peas 

Totab  -    -    - 


Estioiated     I 
Average  of  the  EacbPerson 
PopaUtion  of  i 
Qnmt  Bntiin  I  aTermged. 
and  Ireland. 


9,000,000 

1,500,000 

4,500,000 

500,000 

500,000 


Qrs. 

I 

li 

ij 

1 


16,000,000 


Consocned 
bj  Man. 


CoDiumed 
bjr  Animals. 


Qrs. 

9,000,000 

1 ,875,000 

6,750,000 

625,000 

500,000 


18,750,000 


Qrs. 

210,000 

io,aoo,ooo 

59.000 

1,360,000 


Used  in  Beer 
and  Spirits. 


Qrs. 


4,250,000 


Used 

in  ▼arious 

Ifana- 

factures. 


11,839,000 


4,250,000 


Qrs. 

170,000 

1,000 


171,000 


0,170,000 

6^335,000 

16,950,000 

685,000 

1,860,000 


Dr.  Colquhoun  has  made  no  allowance  for  seed  in  this  estimate ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  he  has  underrated  the  consumption  of  oats  by  at  least  one-half  quarter  in  the  consump- 
tion of  each  of  the  4,500,000  indiviauals  he  supposes  fed  on  them,  or  by  2,250,000  quarters. 
Adding,  therefore,  to  Dr.  Colquhoun's  estimate  5,500,000  quarters  for  seed,  and  2,250,000 

quarters 
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c)uarters  for  the  deficiency  of  oats^  it  will  bring  it  to  42,750,000  quarters;  and  taking  the 
increase  of  population  since  1813  i^^^  account,  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  annual  ave- 
race  consumption  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain  in  the  Unitea  Kingdom  can  now  be  estimated 
at  less  then  44,000,000  quarters,  exclusive  of  seed,  and  at  52,000,000  when  it  is  included. 
Assuming  this  estimate  to  be  correct,  and  the  proportion  of  wheat  to  amount  to  12,000,000 
quarters,  the  progressive  consumption  will  be  as  follows : 


Consumption  of  Wheat  and  other  Grain  in  the  United  Eingdom, 

in  a  Tear,  Six  M<mthi> 

a  Month,  a  Week,  &C. 

— 

WbMt 

Other  Gram. 

Total. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

A  year      ^ 

.  12,000,000 

40,000,000 

53,000,000 

Six  months 

6/)oo,ooo 

20,000,000 

36,000,000 

Three  rnonthp    * 

3,000,000 

10,000,00a 

*  13,000,000 

Six  weeks* 

1,500,000 

5,000,000 

6,500,000 

One  month 

1,000,000 

3f33Si3S9 

4>dd3,333 

Two  we^r 

500,000 

1,666,666 

«,i66,666 

One  week  • 

250,00a 

833id33 

tf083,333 

One  day    • 

35i7i4 

iid»04ft^ 

1 

The  total  imports  of  forei^  com  in  1831  amounted  to  3^41,809  quarters,  beipg  the^ 
largest  quantity  ever  brought  mto  Great  Britain  in  any  one  yeajr. 


—  No.  16.~ 

TABLE  containing  a  Comparison  of  the  Com  Measures  of  different  Places ;  that  it,  the  Contents 
of  a  Sftigle  Measure  in  English  Cubic  Inches,  in  Bushels,  Imperial  Measure,  and  in  French 
Litres ;  communicated^  to  the  Hen.  G.  J.  Venum^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sale  of 
Corp,  by  Dr.  Kelly. 


Contentt  of  a 

Single  Mewai«  of  ctcb  Sort,  ia 

PLACES. 

MEAeUBES, 

' 

Endiih 
Cubic  locliM. 

Imperial  Biubel*. 

Freooh  lAtrm, 

Aix  la  Chapelle     • 

Pass       .        4        «        • 

1461 

0,658 

fi8>939 

Alexandria    • 

Rebebe  •       ^ 

9587 

4.383 

I67i09a 

Algiers 

Tarrie    * 

ISIO 
15038 

0,549 

i9»974 

AJipant         * 

Cahiz  -  . 

6,779 

«46^i3 

Amersfoort   ' 

Mudde  - 

"457 

5.153 

187,744 

Amsterdam  « 

Mudde  • 

6788 

3.060 

iii,«6^ 

Ancona 

Rubbio  - 

17459 

7,870 

286,100 

Antwerp       * 

Hectolitre      ^ 

6xoa,8 

«,75» 

100,00a 

Ambeim 

Malder  • 

8333 

3.756 

13^>543 

Arragon 
Augsburg 

Caliiz     *        .       n 

IIOSI 

4,968 

X  80,486 

Schaf     .        .        . 

3681s 

13,087 

439*341 

Azores 

Alqueire 

731 

o,3«9 

11,97^ 

Barcelona     < 

Quartera 

4»75 

1,883 

68,419 

BasQ    « 

Sack      .        .        . 

7870 

3.554 

ia8,957 

Bastia  - 

Stajo      . 

9153 

4,136 

150^000 

Bayonne 

Conque 

2503 

1,138 

41,014 

Bergamo 

Soma     • 

10030 

4.517 

i64»i87 

Bereen 
Berfin;. 

Toende  •        •        « 

8488 

3,836 

13^084 

Scheffel          .        . 

3180 

M38 

5«,i07 

Berne  • 

Mutt      • 

ios6o 

4,635 

168,12a 

BUboa- 

Fanega  • 

3668 

1,654 

60,104 

Bologna 

Corba    •        •        . 

+603 

9,030 

73*786 

Bolsaao 

Schefiel 

6657 

3,001 

109,081 

Boulogne 

Setier     • 

10535 

4,748 

179,696 

Bourcteaux    • 

Boisseau 

4683 

3,110 

76,708 

Breda  • 

Viertel  - 

5336 

3,360 

85,896 

Brem^i 

Scheffel           •        1 

4339 

1.955 

71*098 

Breslau 

Scheffel           .        - 

4366 

-     1,93a 

69,903 

Brest    - 

Tonneau 

84300 

37,930 

1379*701 

Bruges 

Hoed     •        •        . 

10164 
1898 

4^81 

166^47 

Brunswick 

Himten.* 

0,855 

31,100 

Cadiz    «        1 

Fanega  -       •       - 

3439 

1,550 

56,351 

Caha>ria       « 

Tomolo  * 

3119 

1,405 

51*108 

Canada 

Minot     • 

9339 

1,054 

38,397 

Canary  Isles 

Fanega  •       •• 

3831 

1,739 

69,611 
(cantinufd), 

.lU 


0.36. 


Digitized 


(cantwufd),  j 

tizedbydOOgle 


96] 

APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM 

MEASURES. 

Contents  of  a 

Single  Measaie  of  each  Son,  is 

PLACES. 

^ 

Endish 
Cubic  inches. 

Imperial  Boshels. 

FrendiLitia. 

Candia 

Carga     .        .        •        • 

9288 

4*189 

>S«,»93 

Canel  -       .       •        - 

Viertel   .... 

8710 

3,9«6 

>42,7M 

Cleves  .        .        -        - 

Malter    .... 

10954 

4.937 

179.49« 

Coblents       ... 

Mailer  .... 

9742 

4>39l 

159.63* 

Coburg         -        -        . 

Simra     .... 

6353 

2^13 

87.7«7 

Cologne        ... 

Malter   .... 

9891 

4«459 

i6»,073 

Constantinople 

KiUow    .... 

3023 

0,013 
3,836 

33.>4» 

Copenhagen 

Toende  ..... 

8488 

J39.084 

Corunna        .        .        « 

Ferrado          ... 

1093 

0,460 

16,746 

Cjpmi          •        -        . 

Medimno        .        .        - 

4583 

3,065 

75,097 

Dantzic         ... 

Scheffel          .        -        - 

3337 

i>504 

54,6«o 

Deventer      ... 

Mudde  .... 

7049 

3ft77 

"&535 

Dordrecht     ... 

Mine      .        .        -        - 
Great  Sack     - 

^343 
7638 

3,814 
3,443 

io«,»97 
iJ5,i6j 

Little  Sack     ... 

5728 

1^83 

93,87* 

Dresden        .       .        - 

Schefi^ 

6455 

3,910 

105,788 

Dunkirk        ... 

SeaRasiere    • 

i;g 

4,m6 

150*000 

Land  Rasiere 

3.667 

133,316 

Kibinff 

Embcten        -        ... 

Scheffel 

2065 

1,335 

48,58+ 

Tonne    .... 

5,272 

191,667 

England        ... 
Erfurt  -        .        -        - 

Bushel    .        .        .        • 

931^,193 

1,000 

36»3*7 

Scheffel-        -        -        - 

3668 

1,653 

6o*tM 

F^ro     .... 

Alquetre         ... 

98a 

0,442 

16,091 

Ferrara         ... 

Stajo      .... 

1909 

0,859 

3i.*8« 

Ferrol  -        .        -        - 

Ferrado           ... 

1043 

0,469 

17,074 

Fiume  .        •        •        • 

Metze    .... 

3813 

1,718 

6*,479 

Florence       -        -  .     « 

Stajo      .... 

i486 

0,669 

94,369 

France 

Setier     .        -        -        - 

95i9>9 

4»29i 

156,000 

Hectolitre       ... 

6103,8 

2,751 

100,000 

Boisseau  Usual 

763,7 

0,343 

ia,500 

Francfort      -        -        - 

Malter   .... 

6590 

2,970 

107.984 

Coupe    .... 

4739 

2,135 

77.653 

Genoa          ... 

Mina      .... 

7367 

3»d2i 

180,716 

Goe^    .... 

Sack       ...        . 

4888 

2,303 

80,106 

Groningen    -        -        - 

Mudde  .... 

5554 

2,504 

91.0*8 

Haarlem       - 

Sack       .... 

4833 

2,174 

79.050 

Hague-        .        .        . 

Sack       ...        . 

6546 

2*946 

107,»8» 

Hamburg      ... 

Scheffel-        .        -i        . 

6436 

2,899 

105,496 

Hanau  .... 

Malter   .        .        ,        . 

6868 

3iQ^ 

IU.539 

Hanover       ... 

Himten           ... 

1898 

0.855 

31,100 

Heiddberg  • 

Malter    .... 

6385 

2,833 

104,9!6 

Hildesheim   ... 

Scheffel           ... 

3164 

1,426 

51,845 

Holstein        •        .        . 

Toende  .        -        -        • 

8488 

3,826  . 

139.<** 

Konigsberg  ... 

Schefiel-        -        •        - 

3152 

1,420 

51,648 

Leghorn        ... 

Sacco     .        .        -        - 

4435 

1,999 

78,67* 

Leipsic 

Schefiel-        -        -        - 

8481 

3,833 

138,969 

Lewarden     ... 

Loop      .... 

5092 

2,295 

■  8sW4* 

Leyden         ... 

Sack       ...        . 

4165 

1,877 

68,*7» 

Libau  -        -      .  • 

Lof        .        -        -        . 

4190 

1,888 

68,657 

Liege   -        -        . 

Seder     .... 

1837 

0,833 

49.9S7 

Lisbon  .... 

Alqueire         ... 

834,8 

0,372 

18.515 

Lubec  -        -        -        - 

Wheat  Schefiel 

8041 

0,920 

uvjITT 

Oat  Scheffel    .        - 

3395 

1,079 

39.«44 

Lucca  -        -        .        . 

Stajo      .... 

1473 

0,663 

«4.i*o 

Luneburg     ... 

Scheffel.        .        -        . 

3799 

1,713 

6«,J50 

Lyons  .... 

Maffdeburg  ... 

Asnee     .        .        -        - 
Schefiel  «... 

11706 
3152 

5,276 

M20 

191,814 
51.648 

Maiorca        ... 
Malaga         ... 

Quartera         ... 

4301 

1,937 

70.476 

Fanega  .... 

3439 
17678 

1,550 

56,351 

Malta  -        . 

Salma     .... 

7^ 

889,67* 

Manheim      ... 

Malter    .... 

6385 

2,833 

108,980 

Mantua         ... 

Stajo      .... 

3146 

0,967 

35.i6f 

Maranham    -        .        • 

Alqueire          ... 

3773 

1,248 

45,4** 

Marseilles     .        .        ^ 

Charge  .... 
Scheffel- 

9763 

4.401 

160,000 

Mecklenburgh 

359» 

t;i68 

44.456 

Ments  ^        .        .        . 

Malter    .        .        .        - 

5558 

2,505 

91.073, 

Middleburg  -        -        . 

Sack       -        -        -        . 

4417 

1,991 

7*.387 

Milan  -        -        .        - 

Stajo      .... 

1115 

0,503 

18,870 

Minorca        -        -        - 

Quartera         ... 

4301 

1,938 

70.476 

Modena         .        .        , 

Stajo      .... 

4301 

1.938 

70.476 

Montpellier  ... 

Setier     .... 

3232 

1,457 

.',8,959 

Munich         ... 

Scheffel  .        .        .        , 

23130 

9,976 

368,688 

Nancy,        .        .        . 

Carte      .        .        .        , 

^9^5 

i,3>8 

47.9*9 

Nantca 

Setier     .... 

8739 

3>939 

143.«?T 

Digitized  by 


Google 


J 


SELECT  COMMIITEE  ON  SALE  OF  CORN. 


[97 


MEASURES. 

Conteotioff 

i  Single  HeM«ra  of  cMih  Sort,  h 

PLACES. 

•^ 

"S 

English 
Cubic  Inchea. 

rmperial  Bushels. 

French  Litre*. 

Naples 

Tomolo  -         -         .         . 

3IM 

1,407 

51,157 

Neda    .... 

Ferrado  -  .      - 

U44 

0,518 

18,745 

Negropont    -        -        - 

Killow    ...        - 

1849 

0,833 

30,297 

Netherlands 

Mudde   -        -        .        . 

Ct03,8 

3,751 

100,000 

Nice     .        -        -        - 

Charge   -        -        -        . 
Scheffel  .... 

9763 

4,401 

l6o/XK> 

Nimeguen     -        •        - 

3546 

1,148 

41,721 

Nuremberg  ... 

Malter    .... 

lOiiOO 

4,598 

167,137 

Oldenburg    -        -        - 

Tonne    .... 

9946 

4,483 

163,975 

Osnaburg      .        -        - 

Scheffel  .... 

1763 

0,790 

38,734 

Oviedo          .        .        - 

Fanega  .        -        -        - 

4419 

1,993 

73,415 

Parma  -        .        -        - 

Stajo      -        -        -        . 

3135 

1.413 

51,370 

Patras  -        -        -        - 

Star©      -        -        -        . 

5013 

3,259 

83,136 

Pemau          ... 

Tonne    .        .        -        - 

7729 

3,484 

186,647 

Persia  -        -        -        - 

Artaba   .... 

4013 

1,809 

65,757 

Poland- 

Korzec  -        -        .        - 

3130,8 

1,407 

51,137 

Prague          -        .        - 

Strick     - 

6fli6 

3,937 

106,771 

Prussia          -        .        - 

Scheffel  .... 

3353,6 

1,513 

54,953 

Ragusa         •        -        - 

Stajo      .... 

907a 

4,089 

148,653 

RatisboQ       -        -        - 

Maass     .        •        •        • 

16016 

7,830 

368^445 

Revel    -        .        -        - 

Tonne    .... 

7«>9 

3,354 

118,390 

Riga    -        .        .        . 

Loop      -        -        -        . 

4t66 

1.878 

68,369 

Rochelle       .        -        - 

Boisseau          ... 

3007 

0,904 

33,886 

Rome  -        -        -        - 

Rubbio  .... 

17970 

8,100 

394*465 

Rostock        -        .        - 

Scheffel  -        -        • 

337* 

1,069 

38,877 

Rotterdam     -        -        • 

Sack       -        .        -        - 

6330 

3,849 

103,583 

Rouen  .        -        -        - 

Setier     -        .        .        . 

10030 

isSoo 

4,923 

178,893 

Russia .        -        -        - 

Chetwert        ... 

5,770 

809,740 

St.  Gall         - 

Charge  -        .        -        - 

4448 

3,003 

73,808 

St-Maloes    - 

Boisseau          ... 

3697 

1,315 

44,193 

St.  Valery     - 

Setier     .... 

9356 

4,317 

153,307 

Salonica        -        .        - 

Killow    .... 

1184 

0,533 

19,401 

Sardinia        -        .        - 

Starello           -        -        - 

3988 

1,346 

48,961 

Scotland       .        •        • 

Wheat  Firlot  - 

«>97.3 

0,991 

36,005 

Barley  Firlot  -        -        - 

3205,5 

1,444 

53,535 

Sicily   .        -        -        - 

Salma  Grossa 

31014 

9,473 

34,433     . 

Salma  Generate 

16886 

7,611 

37,669 

Smyrna         -        .        - 

Killow    ...        - 

313a 

1,411 

51,381 

Spain    -        -        -        - 

Fanega  .        -        .        . 
Scheffel 

3439 

1,560 

56,351 

SteUin           .        .        - 

3180 

1,434 

53,107 

Stralsund      .        -        - 

Scheffel           .        -        . 

3378 

1,073 

38,966 

Strasburg      ... 

Land  Setier     ... 

"54 

0,530 

18,909 

City  Setier      . 

1116 

0,504 

18,319 

Sweden         -        -        - 

Tunna  of  32  Kappar 

8940 

4,030 

146,490 

Kann      -        -        .        - 

159,6 

0,073 

3,615 

Texel   ..      - 

Loop      -        .        .        - 

3819 

1,733 

68,681 

Trieste 

Stajo      .... 

5040,6 

3,378 

83,61 1 

Metzen  .... 

3706 

1,670 

60,733 

Polonick         ... 

1853 

0,835 

30,367 

Tunis   .        -        -        . 

CafBce    .        -        -        - 

33356 

14,541 

538,540 

Turin   .        -        -        - 

Sacco     - 

7015 

3,163 

115,000 

Valencia        .        -        - 

Cahiz      .        .        .        - 

13536 

5,647 

305,357 

Vem'ce          -        -        . 

Stajo      .... 

4883 

a,30o 

80,000 

Verona          -        .        - 

Minello  -        .        -        . 

8331 

1,001 

36,393 

Vianna          -        .        - 

Alqueire         -        -        - 

1031 

0,464 

16,894 

Vienna          .        -        - 

Metzen  -        -        -        - 

3753 

1,691 

61,496 

Ulm      «        .        -        - 

Immi      .... 

140SI 

^330 

339.748 

Utrecht 

Sack      .... 

1^ 

3,478 

90,116 

Wirtemberg 

Scheffel 

4,909 

178,44* 

Wismar         .        -        - 

Wheat  Scheffel 

3478 

1,117 

40,59* 

Oat  Scheffel    ... 

3616 

1,178 

43,858 

Zante  -        -        -        - 

Corfu  Misura 

1884,78 

0,579 

31/>68 

Zealand 

Sack       .... 

4556 

8,054 

74,660 

Zell      .... 

Himten  .... 

1898 

0,855 

31,099 

Zurich  -        .        -        - 

Mutt      .... 

5048 

3,375 

83,716 

Zwdl    -        .        -        . 

Mudde  .... 

6851 

3,088 

118,886 

p.  KeUy. 
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—  No.  17.— 

Uniformihf  qf  Weights  and  Measures. 

ABSTRACT  of  an  ACT  passed  in  the  4  &  5  Will*  IV.  c.  49,  intituled  '^  An  Act  to  amend 
and  fender  more  effectual  Two  Acts  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Years  of  the  Reign  of  Us 
late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  relating  to  Weights  and  Measures."  Rojal 
Assent,  13  August  1834. 

Whereas  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  561  year  of  his  kte  Majesty  Kin^Geoige  the 
Fourth,  intituled  "An  Act  for  ascertaining  and  estabfishii^  Uniformity  of  We^tti  and 
Measures:''  And  whereas  another  Act  was  passed  in  the  oth  year  of  his  late  Mqei^, 
intituled  "  An  Act  to  prolong  the  Time  of  the  Commencement  of  an  Act  of  the  last  SesNon 
of  Parliament,  for  ascertaining  and  establishing  Uniformity  of  Weighu  and  Measures,  asd 
to  amend  the  said  Act:**  And  whereas  many  sets  of  wei^ts  and  measures,  of  old  accus- 
tomed and  different  8hai>eSy  have  been  made,  verified  and  stamped  by  the;  chamberiaiDs, 
as  well  as  by  Uie  auditor  in  the  Exchequer,  as  models  of  the  new  standards,  and  have  beta 
used  as  standard  weights  and  measures,  although  different  in  shape  and  form  from  {be 
standards  nresmbed ;  it  is  expedient  that  such  standard  w^hts  and  measures  should  be 
made  legal,  and  the  auditor  or  comptroller-general,  or  some  superintending  officer  of  tlie 
Excheaner,  should. be  empowered  to  compare  and  verifyrand  stamp,  as  so  compared  asd 
verifiMj  standards  of  length,  weight  or  measure,  although  not  exact  models  and  cepieBof 
the  respective  standards  deponted  under  the  first-reciteii  Acts  in  the  Chamberisia's  aod 
Auditora-office:  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that,  after  a  limited  period,  the  use  of  all  audi 
weiffbts  and  measures  should  be  prohibited,  and  theuse  of  the  heaped  measure  should  be 
abofished:  It  is  enacted,  1.  That  so  much  of  the  recited  Acts  as  re<|uire  that  all  weights 
and  measures  shall  be  models  and  copies  of  the  standards  deposited  in  the  Exchequer,  aal 
also  so  much  of  the  recited  Acts  as  aUow  the  use  of  weights  and  measures  not  in  confimmtj 
wi^  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures,  or  allow  goods  or  merchaodize  to  k 
bought  or  sold  by  any  weights  or  measures  established  by  custom,  pr.  founded  go  agreeioe^ 
shall  be  repealed. 

2.  The  weights  and  measures  verified  and  stamped  at  the  Exchequer^  as  copies  of  tU 
standard  weights  and  measures,  corresponding  with  those  established  bjr  the  recited  JUti» 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  legal  weights  a[nd  measures,  and  may  be  used  for  companieii,  as 
copies  of  the  ImperkJ  standard  viwights  and  measures,  although  not  similar  in  shape  to 
those  required  under  the  recited  Acts. 

3.  The  auditor  or  comptroller-general,  or  some  superintending  officer  of  the  Cxcheqoer 
at  Westminster,  shall  compare,  verify  and  stamp  as  correct  standard  n^asures  of  a  yard, 
and  as  correct  standard  weights,  and  as  correct  standard  measures  of  capacity,  m 
weights  and  measures  which  shall  correspond  in  length,  weight  and  capaci^  witn 
the  standards  deposited  in  the  Exchequer  under  the  Act  of  the  5  Geo.  4,  aluiooghftocb 
weights  and  measures  may  not  be,  models  or  copies  of  the  standards  so  deposited 

4*  From  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January  1835,  so  much  of  the  Acta  as  relate  to  the 
heaped  measure  shajl  be  repealed,  and  the  use  of  the  heaped  measure  shall  be  abolished; 
and  all  barons,  sales  and  contracts  made  by  the  heaped  measure  after  that  date,  shall  be 
null  and  void;  and  no  weight  made  of  lead  or  of  pewter  shall  be  stamped  or  used. 

5.  For  carrying  into  efifect  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  regarding  the  providing  of  copies 
of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures,  the  magistrates  of  every  county,  or  coun^ 
of  a  city,  in  England  and  \Vales^  in  quarter  sessions  assembled,  at  the  next  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  in  Scotland  4he  justices  of  the 
peace,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  |by  the  sheriff  of  each  county,  and  the 
magistrates  of  each  royal  burgh,  within  tnree  monuis  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  sh^ 
determine  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  whidi  th^ 
shall  deem  requisite  .for  the  comparison  of  all  weights  and  ipeasures  in  use.witlun  thtf 
counties,  counties  of  cities,  and  burghs  respectively,  and  shall  tlirect  that  such  copies^  veriM 
and  stamped  at  the  Exchequer,  slml  be  provided  for  the  use  (^the  same,  and  shall  be  depo- 
sited at  certain  centnl  ana  convenient  places,  under  the  care  of  an  inspector  or  inspecton 
of  weights  and  measures,  to  be  by  the  magistrates  appointed  and  dismissed  ,a8  oocaiMn 
may  require. 

6.  In  Ireland  the  grand  jury  of  every  county  or  town  shall,  at  the  spring  assizes  d^ 
ensuing  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  determine  the  number  of  copies  of  the  lopenu 
staj^ard  weights  and  measures  which  they  shall  deem  requisite  for  the  comparison  of  wl 
weights  and  measures  in  use  within  their  counties  or  towns,  and,  where  copies  shall  not  have 
been  already  provided,  shall  direct  that  such  copies  shall  be  procured  for  the  use  of  the 
same,  and  be  deposited  at  central  and  convenient  places,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  the  grw 
juries,  under  the  care  of  an  inspector;  and  the  expenses  attending  the  providing  such  copie^ 
and  affording  remuneration  to  the  inspectors,  shall  be  provided  for  by  presentments  to  he 
made  by  the  grand  juries  on  such  counties  or  towns. 

7.  In  Ireland  the  senior  judge  shall  inauire  whether  one  complete  set  of  copies  of  the 
Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  nas  btoi  provided  in  eadi  county  or  town,  ^ 
if  not,  shall  order  the  treasurer  to  provide  one;  and  every  such  order  shall  have  the  effect 
of  a  presentment  on  the  county  for  such  sum  as  may  w  necessary  to  procure  the  sanie: 
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and  the  treasurer  ighall,  within  three  calendar  months^  execute  the  same^  or  forfeit  the  sum 
of  50/. 

8.  In  case  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures,  provided 
for  comparison  in  any  county  or  royal  burgh,  or  town,  shall  be  found  insufficient,  or  any  of 
them  shall  be  lost,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  magistrates  and  the  grand  juries  to  direct  that 
new  or  additional  copies  shall  be  provided,  and  determine  the  places  in  which  they  shall  be 
kept,  and  appoint  inspectors  for  the  care  of  them. 

9.  The  clerks  of  the  peace  shall  transmit  a  return  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  s[)ecifying  the  dates  and  terms  of  all  determinations  of  magistrates  as  to  the 
number  of  copies  of  the  ImDerial  standard  weights  and  measures  which  they  shall  have 
deemed  requisite,  as  also  of  all  determinations  made  by  grand  juries,  or  of  judges  of  assize 
in  Ireland,  which  return  shall  set  forth  how  far  such  determinations  and  orders  have  been 
complied  with  by  the  weights  and  measures  so  ordered  bavins  been  provided  in  the  several 
instances  set  .forth  in  such  determinations  or  orders;  and  derks  of  the  peace  neglecting 
to  make  returns  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  50/. 

10.  In  cities  or  towns  possessing  corporate  or  legal  jurisdiction,  and  which  have  copies  of 
the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  magistrate  to  appoint 
inspectors;  and  such  inspectors  shall  have  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  similar  to 
inspectors  of  weights  ana  measures  appointed  under  this  Act  by  county  magistrates  or 
grand  juries. 

1 1.  In  every  city  or  town  not  being  a  county  of  itself,  every  individual  or  body  corporate 
in  Ireland,  exercising  the  privilege  ofitppointing  a  w«ighmaster,  shall,  within  three  months 
after  the  set  of  copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  in  which 
such  right  shall  be  exercised  shall  have  been  provided,  supply  the  weishroaster  with  accurate 
beams  and  scales,  and  with  a  set  of  accurate  copies  in  respect  of  weight,  capacity  and 
length,  of  the  county  set,  under  a  penalty  of  20  /. ;  and  the  accuracy  of  such  set  of  copies 
shall  be  certified  under  the  hand  of  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures ;  and  such  copies 
shall  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than  for  comparison  and  verification,  under  a  penalty  of 
5/. ;  and  once  in  every  five  years  the  same  shall  be  re-adjusted  by  some  set  of  copies  of  the 
standard  weights  and  measures  which  shall  have  been  verified  by  the  Exchequer  standard ; 
and  the  weighmaster  shall  produce  the  certificate  of  the  adjustment  or  readjustment  thereof, 
under  the  hand  of  the  inspector  in  charge  of  the  set  of  copies  with  whicn  the  «ame  shall 
have  been  compared  and  re-adjusted.  The  we^hmaster  may  demand  the  same  fees  as  the 
inspector  under  this  Act. 

12.  From  and  after  the  1st  of  January  1835  the  weight  denominated  a  stone  shall  in  all 
cdses  consist  of  14  standard  pounds  avoirdupois,  and  the  weight  denominated  an  hun- 
dred weight  shall  consist  of  eight  such  stones,  and  the  weight  denominated  a  ton  shall 
consist  of  20  such  hundred  weight ;  and  all  contracts  made  by  any  other  stone,  hundred 
weight  or  ton,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January  1835,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

13.  From  and  after  the  1st  January  1835,  all  articles  sold  by  weight  shall  be  sold  by 
avoirdupois  weight,  excepting  gold,  silver,  platina,  diamonds,  or  other  precious  stones,  and 
dmgs  when  sold  by  retail;  and  such  excepted  articles,  and  none  others,  shall  be  sold  by 
troy  weight 

14.  In  England  and  Wales  the  magistrates  at  quarter  sessions,  and  in  Scotland  the 
justices  of  the  peace  at  a  meeting,  and  in  Ireland  the  grand  jury  of  each  county,  city  or 
town,  shall  procure  good  and  sufficient  stamps  for  stamping  all  weights  and  measures  to  be 
used  in  such  county,  which  stamp  shall  be  the  stamp  for  such  county,  and  none  others  shall 
be  considered  legal  stamps;  and  all  weights  and  measures  used  for  buying  and  selling,  or 
for  collecting  of  tolls  or  duties,  or  for  making  any  charges  on  the  conveyance  of  goods  or 
merchandize,  shall  be  examined  and  compared  with  one  of  the  copies  of  the  Imperial  stan- 
dard weights  and  measures  provided  under  the  authority  of  this  Act.  The  fees  for  examina* 
tion,  comparison,  and  stamping  shall  be  according  to  the  scale  contained  in  the  schedule 
annexed  to  the  Act.  All  persons  who,  after  the  1st  of  January  1835  in  £ngland  and  Wales 
and  in  Scotland,  or  after  tne  1st  of  July  1835  in  Ireland,  shall  make  any  weights  or  mea- 
sures other  than  those  authorized  by  this  Act,  or  shall  sell,  expose  to  sale,  or  use  any  weights 
or  measures  which  have  not  been  stamped  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  found  light  or 
otherwise  uniust^  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  5/.;  and  any  contract,  bargain  or  sale 
made  by  such  weights  or  measures,  shall  be  whoUy  null  and  vM,  and  all  swch  light  or 
unjust  weights  and  measures  so  used  shall  be  seized,  forfeited,  and  condemned. 

1 5.  In  Scodand^  from  and  after  the  ist  day  of  January  1 835,  the  fiar  prices  of  all  grain  in 
every  county  shall  be  struck  by  the  Imperial  quarter,  and  alTother  returns  of  the  prices  of 
grain  shall  he  set  forth  by  the  same,  witnout  any  reference  to  any  other  measure  whatsoever ; 
and  any  sheriff-clerk;  clerk  of  a  market,  or  other  person,  who  shall  offend  against  thii^  provi- 
sion^ shaU  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  5/.  or  less  than  205..i 

i6.  Every  person  appointed  an  inspector  of  weights  and  measures  shall  enter  into  a  legal 
security  to  the  King,  m  the  sum  of  100  /.  for  the  j^^ormance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
for  the  safety  of  the  copies  committed  to  his  charge,  and  for  their  due  restoration  immediately 
on  his  removal  firom  office ;  and  such  inspector  shsJl,  on  receiving  notice,  attend  to  examine, 
compare  and  stamp,  if  found  correct,  such  weights  and  measures  as  shall  be  produced  to 
to  him;  and  he  shall  keep  a  book,  wherein  he  shall  enter  minutes  of  all  such  comparisons, 
and  give  a  certificate  of  every  such  stamping  or  verification. 

1 7.  It  shall  be  lawfiil  for  any  two  or  more  magistrates  of  any  county,  or  of  any  city  or  town 

being  a  county  within  itself,  or  for  any  sheriff  or  magistrates  of  any  burgh  or  town  corporate 

in  Scotland,  to  enter  any  shop  or  place  whatsoever,  wherein  goods  shaU  be  exposed  or  kept 

for  sale,  or  shall  be  weighed  for  conveyance  or  carriage,  and  examine  all  weignts  and  mea- 

0.36.'  o  3  sures. 
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sures,  beams  and  scales,  or  weighing  machines,  and  to  compare  and  try  the  same  with  tbe 
copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  required  or  authorized  to  be  provided 
under  this  Act,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  taken  possession  of  and  detained  until  they  shall 
have  been  examined  by  the  nearest  inspector;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  weights  or 
measm-es,  beams  and  scales,  or  weighing  machines,  are  light  or  unjust,  the  same  shall  be 
forfeited  and  destroyed,  and  the  person  in  whose  possession  the  same  were  found  shall  be 
liable  in  a  penalty  not  exceeding  5/.:  provided  that  any  person  who  shall  neglect  or  refoie 
to  produce,  when  required,  all  weights  and  measures,  beams,  scales  or  weighing  machbes 
which  shall  be  in  his  possession,  or  shall  obstruct  or  hinder  such  magistrates,  shall  be  liable 
to  a  like^penalty,  and  also  that  no  such  penalty  shall  be  incurred  if  it  can  be  pro?ed  to  tbe 
satisfaction  of  such  magistrates  that  such  weights  and  measures,  beams  and  scales,  or  weigh- 
ing machines  have  not  oeeu  in  use  since  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

1 8.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  make,  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  knowingly  act  or  assist 
in  the  making,  forging  and  counterfeiting,  any  stamp  or  mark  now  used  or  bereajfter  to  be  used 
for  stamping  or  markms  any  weights  or  measures,  to  denote  that  any  such  weight  or  mea- 
sure has  been  comparea,  adjustedf  and  approved  to  be  of  the  due  weight  or  measure  required 
by  law,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  50/.  nor  less  than  10/. ;  and 
if  any  person  shall  knowingly  sell,  utter,  dispose  of,  or  expose  to  sale  any  weight  or  measnre 
with  such  forged  or  counterfeited  stamp  or  mark,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  10/.  nor  less  than  405.;  and  all  weights  and  measures  witb 
such  forged  or  counterfeited  marks  shall  be  seized,  forfeited  and  condemned. 

ig.  All  copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  which  may  have  been  won 
by  time,  and  mended  in  consequence  of  any  wear  or  accident,  shall  be  sent  to  tbe  Exchequer 
for  the  purpose  of  being  again  compared  and  verified,  and  shall  be  stamped  as  mended  copies 
of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures ;  provided  such  weights  and  measures  have 
been  so  mended  that  the  auditor  or  other  superintending  officer  appointed  for  such  veiifi- 
cation  shall  deem  them  fit  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  standards  ;  and  every  new  com- 
parison and  verification  shall  be  indorsed  upon  tne  original  indenture  of  verification,  and 
such  weights  and  measures  shall  be  so  stamped  upon  payment  of  fees  of  verification  only. 

20.  There  shall  be  kept  by  the  auditor  or  other  superintending  officer,  an  account  or 
register  of  all  copies  of  tne  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures,  or  the  parts  or  mul- 
tiples thereof,  that  shall  have  been  verified  at  the  Excheouer  at  Westminster. 

21.  In  England  and  Wales,  and  in  Ireland,  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  fifth  year  aforesaid,  or  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  to  tbe 
treasurer  of  such  county ;  and  in  case  such  conviction  shall  take  place  on  information,  then 
one-half  to  the  informer  or  to  the  person  who  may  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  county  or  city  in  which  they  shall  be  respectively  recovered,  and  be  applied 
to  and  make  part  of  the  county  rate,  or  of  such  funds  as  shall  be  liable  to  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding and  maintaining  copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures. 

22.  In  all  counties  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  Ireland,  penalties  under  this  Act  shall 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  before  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  at  petty  sessions,  or  before 
the  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  any  city,  borough,  town  or  place  within  whose  jurisdiction 
the  offence  shall  have  been  committed. 

23.  Any  person  convicted  of  any  penalty  under  this  Act  in  England  and  Wales,  or  in 
Ireland,  may  appeal  to  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  against  such  conTic- 
tion,  on  giving  security  in  double  the  amount  of  such  penalty  within  48  hours  after  tbe 
conviction  shau  have  been  made,  and  the  decision  thereupon  made  shall  be  final. 

24.  In  Scotland,  all  penalties  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  the  recited 
Acts,  shall  be  recoverable,  with  expenses,  either  before  the  sheriff  or  magistrates,  or  before 
two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  at  the  instance  either  of  the  procurator-fiscal  of  court,  or 
any  person  who  may  prosecute  for  tlie  same ;  and  in  the  former  case  the  penalties,  after 
deducting  charges,  shall  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  funds  liable  to  the  cost  of  providing  and 
maintaining  copies  of  the  Imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  in  the  place  where  such 
penalties  shall  be  awarded ;  and  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  at  the  instance  of  a  private 
party,  one-half  of  such  penalties  shall  go  in  aid  of  the  aforesaid  funds,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  party  who  may  prosecute  for  the  same ;  and  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  courts  to 
proceed  in  a  summary  way,  and  to  grant  warrant  for  bringing  the  parties  complained  or 
oefore  them,  and,  upon  proof  on  oath  by  one  or  more  credible  witnesses,  or  on  the  confeMion 
of  the  offender,  or  on  other  legal  evidence,  forthwith  to  give  judgment  without  any  writtea 
pleadings  or  record  of  evidence,  and  to  grant  warrant  for  the  recovery  of  such  penalties  and 
expenses  discerned  for,  failing  payment  with  14  days  after  conviction,  by  poinding,  or  by 
imprisonment  for  a  period,  at  the  discretion  of  tJie  court,  not  exceeding  60  days.  A  ttcm 
shall  be  preserved  of  the  charge  and  of  the  judgment  pronounced. 

25.  In  Scotland,  if  any  person  shall  feel  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  sentence  of  any 
sheriff  or  magistrates,  or  justices  of  peace,  pronounced  in  any  case  arising  under  this  Act, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  justiciary  at  the  neit 
circuit  court,  or,  where  there  is  no  circuit  court,  to  the  high  court  of  justiciary  at  EdinburA 
in  the  manner  and  under  the  rules,  limitations  and  conditions  contained  in  an  Act  of  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled  ''  An  Act  for  taking  away  and  abolishing  Hcrj- 
table  Jurisdictions  in  Scotland,"  with  this  variation  only,  that  such  person  so  appealing  shall, 
in  place  of  finding  caution  in  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  said  Act,  be  bound  to  find  caution 
to  pay  the  penalty  and  expenses  awarded  against  him  by  the  sentence  appealed  from,  in  the 
event  of  the  appeal  being  dismissed,  together  with  any  additional  expenses  which  shall  be 
awarded  by  the  court  in  dismissing  the  said  appeal ;  and  it  shall  not  be  competent  to  aW)W 
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from  or  to  bring  the  judgment  of  any  sheriiF  or  iostices  of  peace  acting  under  this  Act 
under  review  by  advocation,  suspension^  or  reduction,  or  in  any  other  way  other  than  as 
herein  provided. 

26.  And  it  is  enacted,  that  an  Act  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  4  Anne,  intituled 
**  An  Act  for  regulating  Weights  used  in  this  Kingdom,  and  that  Salt  and  Meal  shall  be 
sold  by  Weight,"  and  another  Act  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
5  Geo.  4,  intituled  '*  An  Act  for  the  Indemnity  of  Magistrates  using  unlawful  Weights  in 
Ireland,"  shall  be  repealed,  except  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  appointment,  duties  and 
remuneration  of  weighmasters. 

27.  This  Act  not  to  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  ward  inquests  in  respect  to  weights 
and  measures  within  the  city  of  London  and  liberties  thereof  and  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
nor  prohibit  the  right  of  the  mayor,  commonalty  and  citizens  of  London,  or  the  lord  mayor 
for  the  time  beiilg,  witli  respect  to  the  stamping  or  sealing  weights  and  measures,  or  con- 
cerning the  office  of  ganger  of  wines,  oils,  honey,  and  other  gaugeable  liquors  imported  and 
landed  within  the  city  of  London  and  liberties  thereof. 

28.  This  Act  not  to  prohibit  the  rights  granted  by  charter  to  the  master,  wardens  and  com- 
monalty of  the  mystery  of  founders  of  the  city  of  London. 

29.  In  actions  brought  against  magistrates  for  anything  done  under  this  Act,  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  plead  the  general  issue,  andto  give  the  special  matter  in  evidence;  and  if  a  verdict 
shall  be  g^ven  for  the  defendant,  he  shall  nave  douole  costs. 

30.  This  Act  may  be  amended,  altered,  or  repealed  by  any  Act  or  Acts  to  be  passed  in 
this  Session  of  Parliament. 


SCHEDULE  OF  FEES. 


TO  be  taken  by  all  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measures  (except  those  appointed 
for  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  or  under  the  Authority  of  the  Founders' 
Company),  and  by  all  Weighmasters  in  Ireland. 


For  examining,  comparing,  and  stamping  all  Brass  Weights  within  their  respective 

Jurisdictions:  ' 


For  each  half  hundred  weight 
For  each  quarter  of  a  hundred  weight 
For  each  stone  -        -        -        - 
For  each  weight  under  a  stone    - 


5. 

1 


d. 
6 

9 
6 


For  examining,  comparing,  and  stamping  all  Iron  weights,  or  Weights  of  other  Descriptions 
not  made  of  Brass,  within  their  respective  Jurisdictions : 


Each  half  hundred  weight  -  - 
Each  quarter  of  a  hundred  weight 
For  each  stone,  and  all  weights  under  a  stone 


d. 
6 

3 

2 


For  examining,  comparing,  and  stamping  all  Wooden  Measures,  within  their  respective 

Jurisdictions : 


Each  bushel 
Each  half  bushel 
Each  peck,  and  all  under 
Each  yard 


5. 


-  3 

-  2 

-  6 


For  examining,  comparing,  and  stamping  all  Measures  of  Capacity  of  Liquids,  made  of 
Copper  or  other  Metal,  within  their  respective  Jurisdictions  : 


Each  five  gallon 
Each  four  gallon 
Each  three  gallon 
Each  two  gallon 
Each  gallon 
Each  half  gallon 
Each  quart 
Each  pint,  and  under 


s. 

d. 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

— 

- 

8 

- 

4 

- 

2 

— 

1 

- 

-} 

o-aP. 
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[N.B.— In  the  following  Index,  Rep.jK  refers  to  the  Page  of  the  Report ;  the  Figures  foOowing 
the  Names,  to  the  Number  of  the  Question  in  the  Eridence ;  and  App,  p.  to  the  Page  of  the 
Appendix.] 


ABERDEENSHIRE.  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and 
weights  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  from  sheriff  substi- 
tute of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  therein,  App.  p.  29 Return 

from  the  collector  or  other  chief  o£Scer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode 
by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  Ajy>.  p.  39—— Manner  of  summoning 

witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the  nars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  49 

Great  defects  in  the  nur  system  in  Aberdeenshire,  App.  p.  50— —Statement  of  the 
average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in 

this  county,  Aj^.  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on   the    mode  of 

striking  the  fiars  m  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries, 

App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  fiars  commenced  in  this  county,  App.  p.  73. 

Abergavenny.  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 
the  practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Ketum  from  corn  inspector  of  different  cus- 
toms or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  25. 

Act  ofParHameni.    See  Legislative  Enactment. 

Act  of  Sederunt.  Counties  in  Scotland  in  which  the  rule  of  the  Act  of  Sederunt  as  to 
Jurors  for  striking  the  fiars  being  heritors  is  adhered  to,  and  those  in  which  it  is  not, 

App.p.^Q Act  of  Sederunt  of  21  December  1723,  intituled,  <' Act  declaring  and 

appointing  the  manner  of  striking  the  sheriff  fiars,*'  App.  p.  63. 

Aldbonmgh.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
and  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  tne  pur- 
purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Ueo.  4,  c.  60,  Jpp.  p.  38. 

Alnwick.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p.  18. 

Amsterdam.    Particulars  of  an  Amsterdam  com-  scale,  Palmer  3039, 
See  also  Holland.     Quotations,  3. 

Anderson,  Adamy  ll.  d.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — Rector  of  the  Academy  of  Perth,36l9 

Opportunities  which  witness  has  experienced  of  becoming  conversant  with  the  mode 

in  which  com  is  sold,  3620 Opinion  of  witness  as  to  best  mode  of  determining  the 

commercial  value  of  grain,  whether  by  weight  or  measure,  3621— Preference  given 
to  weight  rather  than  measure,  3G22 mperiment  made  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  deviations  to  which  measurement  is  liable,  by  different  modes  of  intro- 
ducing  the  grain  into  the  measure,  3624,  3625 Experiments  upon  the  relation 

between  the  enlargement  of  grain,  and  the  addition  which  it  receives  to  its  weight 

from  the  influence  of  atmospheric   vapour,  3626 Best  mode  of  ascertaining  the. 

specific  gravity  of  grain,  3630 Difference  between  weight  and  specific  gravity,  3631 

Result  of  experimeht  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  grain  may  be  affected 

by  atmospheric  humidity,  3633 Changes  which  might  take  place  in  the  weight 

of  wheat  by  variations  in  the  atmospheric  humid  ity,  3635,  3636 ^A  iust  esti- 
mate of  the  value  of  grain  can  only  be  ascertained  when  both  weight  and  measure 

are  taken  into  account,  3639 Table  showing  the  quantity  of  fiour,  bran,  &c.,  jrielded 

from  100  Perthshire  bolls,  or  50  imperial  quarters  of  wheat,  3642 Without  a  know- 
ledge of  the  weight  of  grain,  it  would  be  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  its  value, 

3644 General  mode  of  selling  grain  in  l?erthshire ;  roost  sales  now  in  the  imperial 

measure,  3646-3650 New  measure  preferred  in  all  cases  except  oats,  3651 Com- 

Elaints  of  inconveniences  felt  by  the  public,  in  consequence  of  vendors  of  meal,  potatoes,  &c. 
eing  allowed  to  sell  by  old  and  new  weights,  3654 Measurement  of  the  Stirling,  jug ; 

difference  between  witness's  measurement  and   others,  3655 Difference   between 

mean  and  average,  as  applied  to  the  weight,  the  price  and  value  of  corn,  3657 Mode 

of  making  (juotations  of  the  price  of  grain  in  Perthshire,  3658 General  acciiracy  of 

the  fiar  prices,  3660  ■       A  regular  return  is  made  of  the  fiar  prices  by  the  sheriff  of 

517.  a  «^«nr.         J 
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Anderson,  Adam,  ll.  n.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— con^'wwed. 

every  county,  or  his  substitute,  to  the  comptroller  in  London,  3667 Improvements 

introduced  in  the  practice  of  taking  the  fiars,  3672 System  of  selling  corn  by  weight 

alone  would  not  be  acceptable  to  Scottish  farmers,  or  corn  dealers,  3678 Greater 

prt  of  the  grain  in  Perthshire  sold  by  imperial  measure,  3680,  3681 — —Transactions 

in  the  Perth   market  generally  carried  on  by  sample,  3686 Respectability  of  farmen 

of  Perthshire,  3688 Best  method  of  selling  corn  is  by  measure,  tested  by  weight, 

3690- — Bv  weighing,  a  greatei^  accuracy  can  be  obtained  than  by  measure,  3692-^ 
Neither  weight  alone^  nor  measure  alone,  are  sufficient  indication  of  quality  or  quantity, 

3693 Great  advantage  to  commercial  transactions  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  be 

produced  by  equalization  of  measures,  3698 Taking  either  weight  or  measure  sepa- 

rately,  would  not  afford  a  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  markets,  3701. 

[Second  Examination.] — Advantages  of  weight  and  measure  continued,  3(136 — 
Weight  per  measure  is  not  a  sufficient  criterion  of  the  quality  of  corn  without  iuspec- 

ti«n>  3937-3940 What  is  the  fairest  system  of  taking  the  averages,  3941 Fiar 

prices  are  correctly  taken  in  Scotland,  3942-3947 How  far  the  state  of  the  atmosphere 

may  be  taken  into  account  in  the  purchase  of  corn,  3948-3956. 

Capacity  of  the  Stirling  jug,  as  determined  by  Dr.  Anderson,  App.  p.  85 Letter 

from  him  to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Cora, 
dated  23  July  183^,  communicating  the  result  of  some  experiments  made  by  him  rclttiie 
to  the  condensation  of  grain  by  different  modes  of  measuring,  App.  p.  87. 

Andover.    Partial  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6 Return  from  com 

inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  -^PP^  V-  ^S- 

Appleby.    Size  of  the  bushel  used  therein,  Bass  293 Abstract  from  returns  shotipg 

the  different  weights  and  measures  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  com,  Ba$s  294 — 
Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com  that) 
App.p.  19. 

Argyllshire,     Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  ia 

selling  corn,. -Bflss  249 Return  from  sheriffs  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or 

practices  of  selling  corn  therein,  App.p,  29^ Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of 

a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,ilpp.p.56 — 
Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  couotj, 
App,  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Arundel,  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  pwt 
of,  and  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of.  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  tbe 
purpose  of  levying  ana  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p,  38. 

Asiay  Ship.     Documents  relative  to  the  delivery  of  the  collier  ship  Asia,  App.p.  46,47. 

Atmosphere,     Manner  in  which  corn  may  be  affected  by  changes  in   the  atmospbere, 

Rep.  p.  xiv. Experiments  upon  the  relation  between  the  enlargement  of  grain  and 

the  addition  which  it  receives  to  its  weight  from  the  influence  of  atmospheric  vapour, 

Anderson  3626 Result  of  experiments  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  pain  mj 

be  affected  by  atmospheric  humidity,  Anderson  3633.  3635,  3636 How  far  the  stale 

of  the  atmosphere  may  be  taken  into  account  in  tbe  purdbase  of  corn,  Andervm  394^ 
3966. 

Austell,  St,  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 
the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294- — Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  cas- 
toms  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.p.  27. 

Averages.     Weight  alone  would  affect  the  system  of  taking  averages,  which  migfct  b 

obviated  by  adding  the  weight  to  the  present  system,  Cooke  82-84 Manner  in  wlwa 

London  averages  are  taken  at  present,  Cooke  85 Present  system  of  taking  averagei  m 

an  improvement  upon  the  former  one;  difference  between  the  systems,  Cbo/S 90-92 — ' 
The  proposed  system  would  have  no  effect  on  the  scale  of  averages,  Cooke  178, 179 — 

Further  reasons,  Cooke  211-216 Averages  might  remain  as  they  are,  under  a  systwa 

of  weight  and  measure,  Bass  414-416,  ^egAie387i Averages  are  very  impenecuy 

taken ;  no  two  inspectors  agree  in  the  principle  upon  which  they  make  their  retorMj 

Bass  437,  438 Taking  the  averages  by  weight  alone  would  be  more  uniform  than  bf 

measure  alone ;  there  would  be  no  inconvenience  arise  after  a  proper  computation  mm 
Bass  463-466. 

Averages  at  present  being  on  an  imperfect  system,  the  proposed  change  must  benefit 

the  taking  them,  Bass  482-485 Combined  system  would  not  affect  averages;  whetier 

a  change  from  measure  to  weight  would,  Page  1421.  1423 Weight  would  ^.^^P 

certain  for  striking  the  averages ;  not  possible  to  amalgamate  weight  and  measure  m  tw 

average  returns.  Stead  734 Manner  in  which  selling  by  weight  affects  theaverage** 

Stead  742 Manner  in  which  sales  may  be  made  twice  over  to  falsify  the  average*; 

Fearnside  1044-1046 In  what  manner  the  averages  would  be  affected  bythe^*** 

system,  Fearnside  1 079-1 08.5.  1 1 7 1  -1 1 73. 
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Averages — continued. 

Instance  of  great  loss  occasioned  by  an  attempt  to  buy  up. the  good  wheat,  in  order  to 

raise  the  average  price  and  reduce  the  duty,  Sandars  1570 Generally  speaking  the 

averages  fairly  taken,  Sandars  1572-1574 Corn  not  frequently  sold  several  times  the 

same  day,  and  thus  entered  into  the  averages,  Sandars  1580 A  fixed  scale  is  no  guide 

to  quality,  but  a  mere  arbitrary  quantity,  Dunlevie  1 706— — Accuracy  of  present  averages 

at  Liverpool  as  struck  by  Mr.  Banner,  Dunlevie  1713 How  averages  should  be  taken 

if  weight  were  the  standard,  Sandars  2094. 

Jilanner  in  which  averages  are  made  up,  Jacob  2753-2755 -Any  attempt  at  falsify- 
ing averages  would  be  easily  discovered,  Jacob  2775,  2776 Inducement  to  falsify 

averages  is  now  done  away  with,  Jacob  2787,  2788 Why  selling  com  by  weight  would 

not  affect  the  averages,  Jacob  2792-2794 DiflBculty  of  fixins:  a  scale  on  the  average 

weight  of  corn,  owing  to  difference  in  quality  in  different  localities,  Jacob  2797,  2798 
Averages  but  little  attended  to,  but  by  corn-factors  and  persons  engaged  in  trans- 
actions in  bonded  corn,  Webb  ^qoj Opinion  that  the  average  prices' are  made  cor- 
rectly, Ruston  3583-3585 Farmers  have  no  idea  of  acting  against  the  averages  ;  the 

merchant  uses  his  power;  advantageous  to  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom  if  the  farmer 

were  to  do  the  same,  Dowson  3715 Consideration  of  the  averages  should  not  be  lost 

sight  of  in  any  alteration  of  the  weights  and  measures,  Dowson  3748 Alterations  re- 
commended in  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  for  regulating  the  mode  of  taking  the  averages,  i)ot£;son 

3762 ^What  is  the  fairest  system  of  taking  the  averages,  Anderson  3941 Counties 

in  Scotland  in  which  averages  are  arithmetically  deduced  from  evidence  of  witnesses  or 
modified  by  jurors,  App.  p.  50. 
See  also  Barley.     Corn,  3.     Com  Rents.     Com  Returns.    French  Averages.      Mean 
and  Average  Prices.     Quotations.     Weights  and  Measures. 

Aylesbury.    Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 
corn  at,  App.  p.  10. 

Aylsham.    Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 
com  there,  App.  p.  12. 

Ayrshire.    Selling  by  .weight  alone,  and  weight  per  bushel,  is  coming  into  practice  in  the 

Ayrshire  markets,  Cratg  3184-3189.  3192,  3193 Abstract   from   returas  showing 

the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  corn,  J5a«s  294 

Report   from  sheriffs    substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 

therein,  App.  p.  30 Report  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  otficer  of  the  customs  at 

the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for 

the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39 

Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the  fiars  in  this 

county,  App.  p.  49 Statement  of  tlie  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of 

16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56 Queries  made  by 

the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 

Abstract  of  answers  to  those  Queries,  App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  of  fiajrs 

commenced  in  this  county,  Jpp.  p.  73 Note  relative  to  Ayrshire  fiars,  App, p.  73 

Fiars  of  Ayrshire  1807-1828,  struck  by  Winchester  bushel,  App.  p.  74 Fiars  of 

Ayrshire,  1807-1828,  converting  the  prices  in  above  table  to  pricos  according  to  imperial 
measure,  App.  p.  75. 

B. 

Baltic.    Com  is  sold  in  the  Baltic  by  measure,  Sandars  1453 It  is  tested  by  the  Dutch 

scale  of  weight,  Sandars  1454 It  is  sold  by  the  last,  Sandars  1457. 

See  Quotations,  3. 

Banffshire^  Report  from  the  sheriffs  or  Stewarts  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of 
selling  corn  therein,  J»p.  p.  30— Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual 

stipend  of  16  chalders,  tor  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56 Queries 

made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  5^ 
. Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Banner,  W.    See  Averages. 

Bargains.  If  nine  bargains  out  of  ten  would  be  thrown  up  by  the  combination  of  weight 
and  measure,  it  furnishes  a  strong  case  for  a  remedy  ratner  than  the  reverse,  Bass  372, 

373,  Page  1432 Fear  that  in  the  event  of  weight  and  measure  being  combined, 

bargains  might  be  thrown  up  for  trifling  causes  of  deficiency  of  weight,  and  whether  that 
might  not  be  obviated  by  an  understanding  at  the  time  of  sale.  Fellows  1826-1856. 

Barley.    Average  weight  of  a  bushel  of  the  best  barley,  Bass  596 Exportation  of 

barley  from  Ireland  not  great.   Christian  2249 Barley  and  oats  come  from  Ireland 

kiln  dried,  as  well  as  corn.  Palmer  2985 Fiar  prices  of  bariey  for  crop  18^8,  in. each 

county  in  Scotland,  sl\pwing  counties  in  which  one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  and  manner 
of  striking  fiars,  Jpp.  p.  66. 
See  Distillers.        Irish  Com. 

a  ^  Barnard  ^  ^ 
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Barnard  Castle.    Return  from  corn  impector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  mA* 
inc:  com  there,  App.  p.  17. 

Sarmtaple.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  sdl- 

ing  com,  Bass  294 Retum  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practieei 

ofsdling  corn  there,  App.  p.  26 Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the 

customs  at  the  port  of,  and  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are 
ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60, 
App.p.^S. 

Bartrum,  Luke  Reynolds.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clerk  in  the  Cocket-office,  3419-*-^ 

Nature  of  the  Cocket-office,  3420 ^Table  showing  the  dues  belonging  to  the  Lord 

Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London  that  are  collected  upon  vessels  entering  the  Port 
of  London  eastward  of  London-bridge,  ladeu  with  corn,  grain,  seeds,  &c.  3421. 

Badngstoke.    Partial  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6---'— ^Return  from  eon 

inspector  ofdifferent  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  28. 
Ban,  Michael  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Brewer,  maltster  and  farmer,  at  BiirU»- 

on-Trent,  266-271 Manner  in  which  the  value  of  com  is  known  by  quantity,  quality 

and  price,  which  is  ascertained  by  both  weight  and  measure,  272-286 Neceaaily 

for  uniformity  both  in  quotations  of  price  and  in  weights  and  measures,  287-290—— 

In  what  parts  of  the  kingdom  weight  or  measure,  or  both  is  used,  291,  292 Naaes 

of  the  different  description  of  weights  or  measures,  and  in  what  manner  Uie  diveisiues 

in  practice  arise,  293,  294 Abstract  from  Corn  Returns,  ordered  by  the  House  of 

Commons  to  be  printed  loth  March  1834,  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights 

used  in  the  practice  of  selling  com,  294 Different  descriptions  of  com  are  sold  by 

different  methods,  295-299 Bill  before  Parliament  for  enacting  the  use  of  the  uaperial 

measure,  will  not  prevent  the  present  diversities,  300-309. 

There  is  no  method  of  selling  corn  prescribed  by  law  for  Great  Britain,  ^11-314 

Extensive  use  of  weij^ht  over  measure  to  be  accounted  for  by  its  superion^,  315 

Necessity  for  uniformity,  316,  317*  401-^03 Different  circumstances  which  tend  to 

cause  a  variation  in  measurement,  318-325 height  alone  is  vastly  superior  to  measure 

alone*  but  neither  will  give  (quality,  consequent  advantages  of  the  combination,  326-335 

Reasons  for  supposing  it  a  fallacy  that  weight  and  price  combiHed  will  show  quaKiy* 

336-349 As  a  proof  of  the  necessity  of  weight,  most  merchants  cany  a  smiill  pair  of 

scales  with  them,  which  practice  is  very  generafin  Holland,  350,*35i. 

Government  contracts  take  place  by  weight  and  measure,  352 Necessity  for  coas- 

pulsion  with  regard  to  the  use  of  weight  and  measure,  353-358.  425-428.  469-481 

Use  of  the  chondrometer  for  ascertaming  qualitVi  359-362 The  new  system  wo«ld 

not  occasion  much  greater  cost,  364-366 ^The  discovery  of  difference  between  the 

sample  and  bulk,  according  to  the  new  system,  would  prevent  any  attempt  at  fraud,  367- 

373.  446-448 Necessity  of  allowing  the  seller  the  range  of  a  pound  per  bushel,  to 

obviate  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  exact  weight,  370,  371 In  cases  where  a  par- 
ticular description  of  corn  is  wanted,  it  is  a  hardship  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  redress  in 
cases  of  fraud,  374-377. 

If  the  whole  is  measured,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  weigh  one  sack  in  ten  or  a 
score ;  if  the  whole  is  not  measured  it  must  be  weighed,  378-382 Whether  the  altera- 
tion of  the  system  as  proposed    would  not  be   more   to  the  advantage  of   Ireland, 

383-400 Extract  from  the  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 

in  1796,  by  which  the  system  of  weight,  or  of  measure  regulated  by  weight,  is  recom- 
mended, 404-408 ^Weight  alone  could  not  be  used  without  a  positive  standard,  which 

would  not  be  the  case  with  weight  and  measure,  409-413 Averages  might  remain  ss 

they  are  ^nder  a  system  of  weight  and  measure,  414-416 -All  transactions  founded 

on  the  price  of  com,  would  be  affected  by  weight,  though  not  under  the  combined 
system,  417-424. 

Necessity  for  a  memorandum  of  contract  in  writing,  or  in  print,  429-434— —There 

should  be  penalties  to  enforce  the  making  returns,  435 Where  there  is  no  clerks  of 

markets,  it  is  desirable  for  quotation  that  retthrns  should  be  made  to  some  officer  ap- 
pointed by  the  chief  magistrate,  436 Averages  are  very  imperfectly  taken,  437, 438 

-Exti'acts  from  Corn  Returns,  showing  the  modes  of  converting  various  measures 

into  imperial  measure,  by  Inspectors  of  Corn  Returns,  438— -^Mistake  in  the  direc- 
tions given  by  Mr.  Jacob  to  the  inspectors,  and  how  far  in  consequence  of  the  Act 
1  8c  2  Geo.  4,  with  respect  to  the  proportions  of  the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  busbel^ 

438,  439 Manner  m  which  the  combined  system  would  remedy  these  inequalities, 

440,  441 Obliging  farmers  to  make  returns  might  lead  to  confusion,  442. 

Benefits  experienced  by  the  proposed  system  would  reconcile  farmers  to  the  change, 
443.  ..     There  is  a  general  feeling  of  inconvenience  in  the  present  system,  but  not  always 

from  the  same  cause,  444 The  present  inquiry  will  do  arood  in  giving  information  of 

local  practices,  445 Preference  in  favour  of  a  system  oT  measure  checked  by  wei^t, 

449^452 Taking  the  averages  by  weight  alone  would  be  more  uniform  than  by  mea- 
sure alone,  453-456 If  under  a  fixed  duty,  weight  must  be  regulated  in  a  particular 

manner,  457 Weight  alone  would  be  very  imperfect  for  quotations,  458,  459 ^It 

would  be  less  difficult  to  make  the  alteration  from  measure  to  weight,  than  from  Uie 
Winchester  to  the  Imperial  measure,  460-462. 

There  would  be  little  difficulty  in  effecting  an  exact  compliance  with  the  imperial 
measure,  but  for  the  superiority  of  weight  over  measure,  462,  4*^3— -There   \mag 

doubts 
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Bats,  Michael  Thomas.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — continued. 
doubts  as  to  the  imperial  measure  being  on  the  best  principles,  caused  some  objection 

to  its  enforcement,  464,  465 Manner  in  which  the  factors,  farmers,  and  the  public 

would  be  benefited  by  the  new  system,  466,  498-501 How  far  factors  would  be 

benefited  by  the  change,  467,  468-- — Averages  at  present  being  on  an  imperfect  system, 

the  proposed  change  must  benefit  the  taking  them,  482-485 ^The  imperial  should  be 

the  standard  of  measure,  486^489-— -Contracts  need  not  state  both  weight  and  measure, 

490-493.  ^  . 

An  insufficient  remedy  may  be  a  benefit  if  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  obtained,  494-497 

.  ——The  change  of  principle  would  not  be  great,  as  to  the  local  custom  of  either  weight  or 

measure;  it  would  only  be  to  add  the  contrarv  method,  502-506- ^The  description  of 

com,  and  place  of  growth,  would  have  to  be  given  under  any  system,  507-510  ■■■■ 

Manner  in  which  weight  and  measure  are  confounded  with  weight  only,  511,  512 

Distinction  between  (quality  and  condition  in  corn,  513,  514 Principal  ingredients 

which  constitute  the  difierent  proportions  between  weight  and  measure  in  corn,  515-517 
—Damp  wheat  will  increase  more  in  bulk  than  in  weight,  518,  519 In  what  man- 
ner condition  is  usually  distinguished  from  quality, .  520,  521 Letter  from  Joseph 

Treffiry,  of  Plymouth,  to  John  Collier,  Esq.,  M.  r.  in  favour  of  the  sale  of  com  by 
weight,  522 Statement  of  the  modes  or   selling  grain  in  Devonshire  and   Corn- 
wall, 522. 
[Second  Examination.]— Rate  per  cent. .that  oats  will  shrink  from  keeping,  523*^599 

Diflference  between  the  practised  buyer  and  the  farmer  with  regard  to  judgment  of 

the  weight  of  a  certain  measure  and  its  real  weight,  531 Advantage  of  both  wei^t 

and  measure  to  the  consumer,  532, 533 ^The  farmer  has  not  the  same  means  of  makmg 

up  his  losses  as  the  dealer  or  the  baker,  532-536 If  the  fanners,  not  keepins  weights 

themselves,  trust  to  the  weights  of  the  factors,  there  would  not  be  much  fear  of  fraud  by 

the  factor,  537-543 Manner  in  which  weights  and  measures  do  away  with  thfe  adran- 

tage  of  the  fiactor  over  the  fanner,  544— —Purchase  of  a  chondrometer  is  more  expensive 

than  a  set  of  weights  and  measures,  545 Whetlier  under  the  weight  and  measure 

system  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  tLe  average  weight  of  a  bushel  of  corn  from  the 
difiPerent  places  sending  returns,  so  as  to  make  commutations  as  to  duty«  546-554. 

Whether  taking  the  assumed  weight  of  a  bushel  of  corn  throughout  the  kingdom 
would  open  the  question  of  the  com  laws,  and  whether  that  would  benefit  the  farmer, 
555-563-^— Necessity  for  legislation  to  effect  the  system  of  weight  and  measure,  B^^ 

567 Repetition  of  the  advantages  of  uniformity,  568-573. 591, 592     ■■  Sale  by  specific 

gravity  involves  the  whole  plan  proposed,  574-577 Evils  of  the  manner  in  which  the 

quotations  are  at  present  made,  578-586 Inspectors  in  making  their  returns  at  present 

use  their  own  discretion  aa  to  the  weight  of  the  imperial  measure,  587-590— Average 
weight  of  a  bushel  of  the  best  barley,  596— -—^Higher  weights  might  be  expected  to  be 
got  m  London  than  in  other  places,  597. 

Basset,  Sir  Francis.  Letter  from  him  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Cora  Committee,  dated  fi2d 
December  1795,  proposing  alterations  in  the  mode  of  payment  for  grinding  com  at 
mills,  App.  p.6.. 

Beans.  Vi^c  prices  of  beans  for  crop- 1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  showing  counties 
in  which  one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  and  manner  of  striking  fiars,  App.  p.  68. 

Bear.  Fiar  prices  of  bear  for  crop  1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  showing  counties  in 
which  one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  and  manner  of  striking  fiars,  Jpp.p.  67. 

Beccles.    See  Sale  of  Com., 

Bedford.  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  sel- 
ling com,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of 

selling  com  at,  App.  p^Q* 

Bedfordshire.    Contents  of  a  Ipad  of  com  in  this  county,  Cooke  $. 

Begbie,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Comfactor  in  Mark-lane,  3808-3810—— 
Sometimes  fraudulent  shipments  made  from  Ireland,  by  a  bill  of  lading  being  sent  with- 
out any  cargo,  3813 IBetter  corn  put  at  the  top  and  inferior  com  at  the  botton  would 

be  easily  detected,  3815,  3816— — Bills  of  jading  are  sometimes  sent  from  the  English 

coast  before  any  cargo  is  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money,  3819-3822 

Copy  of  contracts  by  letter,  showing  that  weight  per  measure  is  mentioned,  though 

weight  is  not  guaranteed,  3827-3831-^ Weight  and  measure  united  are  the  best  test  of 

quality  for  dealing  at  a  distance,  but  an  inspection  of  the  sample  or  bulk  is  best  test  of 

condition,  3833-3843 Loss  in  weight  and  increase  in  measure  that  will  take  place  by 

keeping  com  in  granaries,  3844-3849 Necessity  for  uniformity  in  weight  and  measure 

throughout  the  kingdom,  3850-3862 Difference  of  value  from  difference  in  quotation 

are  easily  ascertainable  by  calculation,  3852-3862 Advantage  of  the  weight  per  bushel 

being  returned  to  the  inspector  to  be  inserted  in  hfs  weekly  returns,  3863-3865 ^Tho 

imperial  should  be  the  standard  measure ;  no  particular  necessity  for  a  standard  of 
weight,  3866-3870— Weight  with  measure  would  not  interfere  with  the  averages  and 
duties,  3871. 

Belfast.     Corn  is  sold  by  sample  therein,  Christian  2266 Mode  by  which  the  quantities 

of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c,  60,  App^ 
p.  40, 

a  3  Belford. 
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Betfard.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  diflfetent  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p,  1 7. 

Belgium.    See  QuotcUions^  3. 

BawickMre.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  seftiiig 

com  there;  App.  p.  18 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  ofbcer  of  the  customs 

at  the  port  o^  and  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained 

for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38 

Report  from  sheriffs  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 

therein,  App.  p.  30 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses,  and  receiving  eridence  for 

striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  49 -Statement  of  the  ayerage  annual  value  of 

a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  Jpp.  ^.56 

Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  ooun^, 

App.  p.  64 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58 Note  relative  to 

mode  of  striking  fiars  in  the  districts  of  the  county  of  Berwick,  App.  p.  72 Extract 

from  a  report  to  William  Boswell,  Esq.,  sheriff  depute  of  the  county  of  Berwick,  re- 

farding  weights  and  measures  heretofore  in  use  in  tne  said  county,  by  James  Jardioe, 
obn  Blackadder  and  James  Veitch,  App.  p.  84. 

Beverley.    Retum  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  cora 

there,  App.  p.  15. 
BUI  of  Lading.    See  Fraud. 
Bill  in  Parliament.    Outline  of  what  might  be  the  leading  provisions  of  a  Bill  for  esta* 

blishing  an  uniform  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn  by  measure  combined  with  weight, 

Rep.  p.  xxvii. 

Billing$ley,  Mr.  Letter  from  him  to  Charles  Dundas,  Esq.,  dated  6th  December  1 795,  on 
substituting  weight  as  the  standard,  Jpp.  p.  3. 

Birmingham.  Weight  of  the  bushel  therein,  Cooke  7— Retum  from  com  inspector  of 
different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  23. 

Bishop^  Leases.  Are  founded  on  com  rents,  Cooke  134 Whether  they  would  be  affected 

by  the  combined  system  or  the  system  of  weight  aJone,  Beiss  418. 
See  also  Corn  Rents.     Weight. 

Blandford.  Retum  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selliiig  com 
there,  App.  p.  27. 

Blurton,  William.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Parts  of  Staffordshire  in  which  com  k 

almost  invariabl^r  sold  by  weight,  2845,  2846 Great  importance  of  a  uniform  system, 

2850— —Quotations  are  at  present  expressed  unintelligibly,  2851,  2852 Preference 

of  weight  singly  over  measure  singly,  2855 Before  intrinsic  value  can  be  ascertained 

a  sample  must  be  seen,  2857 Condition  of  wheat  of  the  greatest  importance  to 

millers,  2858— — But  it  would  be  better  if  the  farmer  could  state  the  weight  per  bushel, 

2859 Meaning  of  condition,  2860-2862 — r-Different  frauds  that  are  practised  in 

measuring,  2863-2865 Manner  in  which  threshers  are  paid,  2867,  2868— — ^Weight 

per  measure  would  give  a  better  knowledge  of  condition,  the  taste,  smell,  colour,  &c, 

being  seen  by  the  sample,  2869-2875 ^If  returns  were  made  by  sellers,  in  all  maikets, 

there  would  be  an  objection  to  havmg  their  bargains  exposed,  2876,  2877. 

Whether  inspectors  should  be  appointed  in  all  markets,  2878-2881 There  woold 

be  an  objection  at  first  to  farmers  and  factors  returning  weight  per  measure,  but  it  would 

not  contmue,  2883-2885 Those  returns  should  be  entered  by  the  inspector  in  a  book 

before  the  parties,  2886,  2887 Necessity  for  a  memorandum  of  contract,  and  manner 

.  in  which  disputes  arise  as  to  weight  and  price  through  the  want  of  it,  2888-2903 

How  far  the  use  of  measure  with  the  weight  per  measure  would  cause  a  rivalry  between 
farmers  in  the  production  of  good  corn^  and  improve  the  character  of  farming,  2904- 
3913 ^Advantage  of  uniform  measure  with  weight  per  ftieasure,  2918. 

[Second  Examination.] — Corn  is  always  sold  in  Staffordshire  by  weight,  though  there 
is  great  variation  in  the  particular  weights,  2925,  2926. 

Bodmin.  Partial  use  of  ihe  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6-- — Retum  from  com 
inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  27. 

Boll.    See  Netocastle-upon'Tyne. 

Bolton.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  corn, 
App.  p.  22. 

Bonded  Corn.  With  bonded  com  the  same  quantity  must  be  reproduced  as  bonded,  or 
duty  paid  on  the  deficiency,  Bass  319,  Page  1389-1399,  Dudin  3329,  3330. 

Borrowstoness.  Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  ofiicer  of  the  customs  at  the  port 
of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levy* 
ing  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Boston.  Variation  in  the  weight  of  the  bushel  therein,  Cooke  7 Retum  from  com  in- 
spector of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  cord  there,  Jpp. p.  13 Return 

from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  and  of  the  mode 
by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and 
collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c,  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Bread. 
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Bread.    More  bread  is  made  from  flour  of  com  of  a  greater  specific  gravity  than  from 

flour  of  inferior  corn,  Rep.  p.  x.  Pa^e  4017 Good  quality  of  French  wheat  and 

flour  causes  the  French  to  obtain  their  bread  20  per  cent,  cheaper  than  the  English^ 
Page  /[OX"]. 

Bridgewater.  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs 

or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  25^ Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief 

oflicer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  bv  which  the  quantities  of  com 
imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  ana  collecting  duty  under  Act  of 
9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

BridlingioiL    Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 

corn  there,  App.  p.  15 Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs 

at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained 
for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Bridport.  Retum  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p.  27. 

Bristol.     Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 

selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  customs  or  practices  of  selling 

corn  there,  App.  p.  24,  25 Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  customs 

at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  bv  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained 
for  the  Durpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo  4,  c.  6b,  App.  p.  38. 
See  Sale  of  Com. 

Bulk.    See  Sample  and  Bulk. 

Bullion.    There  is  no  more  difficulty  in  delivering  com  by  weight  than  bullion,  Stead  676. 

Bungajf.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p.  11. 
See  Sale  of  Corn. 

Bntton-upon-Trent  Market.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and 

weights  used  in  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Description  of  table  used  in  the  Burton 

market  to  remedy  the  inconvenience  of  the  diversity  of  weights,  Webb  3358-3362. 

Bury  St.  Edmunds.  Return  from  corn  inspectors  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of 
selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  11. 

JBushel  Measure.  Examination  upon  the  shape  of  the  bushel  measure,  the  difference 
between  the  Drum,  the  Imperial  and  the  Wincnester,and  necessity  for  uniformity  therein, 
Webb  3394-3400. 

See  also  Drum  Bushel  Measure.      Imperial  Bushel.    Imperial  Measure.     Winchester 
Bushel. 

Buteshire.  Report  from  the  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of 
Belling  corn  therein,  App.  p,  30. 


Caithness-shire.    Report  from  the  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices 

of  selling  com  therein,  App.  p.  30 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual 

stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to. 1829,  in  this  county,  App. p.  56 Queries 

made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App. 
p*  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Callaghan,  Daniel,  M.  p.  (Analyrfs  of  his  Evidence.) — ^Considers  the  letter  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Limerick  fairly  sets  forward  objections  which  arise  in  con- 
sequence of  corn  being  sold  by  measure  in  England,  3968 Terms  on  which  ship- 
ments of  corn  are  usually  made  from  Ireland,  3969 Measure  is  a  better  indication  of 

quality  than  weight  alone,  3971 Possible  thefts  which  may  now  take  place  from 

corn  being  shipped  by  weight  in  Ireland  and  measured  in  London,  3974-3979 For 

simplicity  in  mercantile  transactions  it  would  be  better  if  com  were  sold  by  weight  at 

one  port  as  well  as  another,  3980 Difficulties  which  arise  from  the  different  systems 

practised  in  Ireland  and  England  as  to  weight  and  measure,  as  regards  security  of 
shipments,  3982-3989 Difficulty  of  enforcing  compulsory  laws  as  to  weight  or  mea- 
sures against  the  prejudices  or  wishes  of  the  people,  3995. 

Cambridgeshire.  Contents  of  a  last  of  corn  therein,  Cooke  5 Retum  from  com  inspec- 
tor of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  «orn  at,  App.  p.  lo. 

Canada  Corn.  Heated  state  in  which  Canada  com  often  arrives,  from  the  length  of  the 
voyage,  Pa/wer' 2998. 

517.  "J^  a  4  Canterbury. 
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CmUerbury.    Return  from  com  inspector  ofdiffierent  cualomB  or  practices  of  adlii^  eon 
•t,  Afp.  p.  9. 

Captains.    See  Damage  to  Com, 

Car^.    Size  of  the  bushel  used  therein^  Bass  293 ^Abstract  from  returns  sbowiig 

diderent  measures  and  weights  used  in  selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  cora 

inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  04 ^R^ma 

from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode 
by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  leyying  and 
collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Cargoes  of  Com^  livcrpooL    Manner  of  discharging  cargoes  at  Liverpool.  I^om  S57 

Period  taken  to  discharge  a  cargo  at  Liverpool;  number  of  men  employed;  rate  of 
wages  paidf  and  whether  measuring  could  pot  be  conducted  as  eicpeditiously  as  weighing 
Lyon  897-902. 

Carlisle.    Com  sold  therein  by  the  Cumberland  bag,  Cooke  5 Abstract  from  retam 

showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  usedin  the  practice  of  selling  com.  Bam 

294 Retum  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  adliiig 

theroj  App.  p.  18. 

Carmarthen.    Abstract  from  returns  showine  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  io 

the  practice  of  selline  cora/£a»  294 -Retum  from  com  inspector  of  cUficv^mt 

toms  and  practices  of  selling  corn  tnerOi  App.  p.  24. 

Carnarvon.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weiprhts  used  in  ^ 

practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Retum  from  com  inspector  of  different  costom 

and  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  23. 

Carriage  of  Com.    Weight  is  always  used,  and  is  the  best  for  carrying  purposes,  Ljfon  88a 

See  fuso  Transit. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee.    See  Vernon,  the  Hon.  G.  J. 
Chamber  of  Commerce.    See  Glasgow.    Limerick. 

Chard.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there, 

App.  p.  25. 
Chelmsford.    Retum  from  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there^ 

App.  p.  8. 

Chepstow.    Size  of  the  bushel  used  therein,  Bass  293 Abstract  from  returns  showiag 

the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Retum  treat  core 

inspector  of  difierent  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  26 Return 

from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  b? 
which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and 
collecting  duty  under  AcVg  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Chester.    Abstract  fro^i  retums  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  ia  the 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 ^ode  adopted  by  inspectors  of  com  returns  lor 

converting  various  measures  into  the  Iikiperial  measure,  Bass  438 Return  from  com 

inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  19. 

Chichester.    The  farmers  use  the  Winchester,  the  dealers  the  Imperial  measure,  Coofa6 

Abstract  from  retums  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures  used  in  Ae 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294— —Retum  from  corn  mspector  of  different  coatoms  or 

practices  of  selling  com  at,  App.  v.  9 ^Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  diief  offioei 

of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  tne  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  aie 
ascertained  for  the  piurpose  of  leving  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c  60, 
App.p.z^ 

Chondrometer.    Use  of  the  chondrometer  for  ascertaining  quality,  more  , 

a  dieck  upon  the  description  fi^om  the  seller,  Bass  359-362 Purchase  of  a 

drometer  is  more  expensive  than  a  set  of  weights  andmeasures^  Bass  545— — Deecrip- 
tion  of  instrument  by  which  the  quality  of  com  is  tested  in  buls,  Feamside  1023-1027 

Variations  which  may  be  occasioned  by  a  skilful  use  of  the  chondrometer,  Dnt- 

letie  1638-1648 ^Use  of  the  chondrometer  in  testing  com,  Wilson  2720. 

Christian,  WilKam.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Collector  of  public  toDs,  and  wmsh* 

master  for  the  town  of  Sliso,  2228,  2229 Manner  in  which  com  trade  m  earned 

on  between  the  farmer  and  merchant  in  Ireland,  2232 Mode  of  proceeding  on  tikc 

Eart  of  a  corn  inspector  in  Ireland,  on  discovering  faulty  com,  so  that  the  grain  any 
e  confiscated,  2243 Exportation  of  wheat  increasing,  2247 ^Exportation  from 

barley  not  great,  2249 Irish  grain  is  never  sold  by  sample ;  the  farmer  takes  tibe 

whole  bulk  to  market,  2253 All  Irish  com  is  kiln-driea  before  it  is  exported  to 

England,  2260 In  Dublin  and  Belfast,  com  may  be  sold  by  sample,  2266— —Great 

evil  of  the  trade  of  weighing;  farmers  not  honestly  treated  by  roercnants  in  using  the 
crane,  2267 — r'^^ixmets  at  Uie  public  market  can  weigh  com  free  of  expense,  2^79^ 
2280. 

Cranage  oflen  refused,  and  private  ]^ard  preferred,  in  order  to  avoid  payiuj^  for  the  fall 
weight,  2287, 2288^— Manner  in  wmch  farmers  are  cheated  in  private  weighing,  2289 
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Christian,  WiUiam.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued* 

These  frauds  might  be  avoided  by  public  weighing,  2292 There  is  no  charge 

made  for  weighing  corn,  2302 -Arrangement  of  the  dispute  as  to  tolls  in  Sligo,  2308 

Growth  of  wheat  greatly  increased  round  Sligo,  2373 Size  of  farms  in  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sligo,  2376 Quantity  of  grain  usually  brought  to  market  per  week  in 

Sli^o,  2382-2386- Farmers  suffer   considerable  loss  from  the  fraud  of  merchants 

»      weighing  in  private  scales,  2388 Mode  of  weighing  cargoes  of  grain  on  delivery  at 

Liverpool,  2395 Grain  is  weighed  out  of  the  vessel  in  London,  2406 London  is 

the  only  port  in  England  to  which  light  grain  is  sent,  2416 Large  corn-mill  erecting 

near  Shgo,  2415. 

CkubVs  Patent  Locks.  Large  sum  paid  for  them,  and  facility  with  which  they  may  be 
picked,  Stead  677,  678. 

Church  Assemblies,  Scotl^Lud.  Copies  of  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars,  of  the  date  1830 
and  1831,  with  the  relative  queries  and  abstracts;  Pari.  Papers,  No.  259,  Seas.  1834; 

ordered  to  be  printed  i  May  1834,  il/ip.p.49- Report  of  1830,  App.p.  49 Report 

of  1832,  Am.  p.  53 Observations  by  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 

Church  of  bcoUand,  on  striking  fiars,  or  fixing  the  average  prices  of  grain  and  oatmeal; 
published  1822,  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Nicoll,  D.D.  principal  of  the  United  Colleges, 
St.  Andrew's,  with  tables  of  recent  fiars,  and  notes  concerning  the  present  methods  of 
fixing  average  rates,  to  which  are  added  an  abstract  of  the  Weight  and  Measure  Act 
6  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  App.  p.  6o, 

Cirencester^  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App,p.  24. 

Clackmannanshire.    Report  from  sherifi*  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 

corn  therein,  App.p.  30 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for 

striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.p.  49 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of 

a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,for  10 years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.p.  56 — ^— 
Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  tne  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county, 

App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App,  p.  58- — Note  relative  to 

mode  of  striking  fiars  in  districts  of  this  county,  App.  p.  72 Striking  fiars  com- 
menced in  this  county  in  1712,  Jpp.  p.  73. 

Clarke,  Dr.  Quotation  from  an  article  by  Dr.  Clarke,  showing  the  preference  of  weight  to 
measure,  Wttson  2739. 

Clay,  Port  of.  Return  from  the  coUeptor  or  other  chief  oflBcer  of  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  puipose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Cleanings  of  Wheat.  In  the  event  of  weight  being  the  only  standard,  there  would  not  be 
much  fear  of  the  averages  being  afiected  by  cleanings  of  wheat,  Bass  454. 

Clerks  of  Markets.    Where  there  are  no  clerks  of  markets,  it  is  desirable  for  ouotatipn  that 

returns  should  be  made  to  some  officer  appointed  by  the  chief  magistrate,  jSoss  43(6 

Clerk  of  the  market  in  Ireland  should  be  authorized  to  demand  returns  of  sales  and 

purchases,  Roche  2506 From  millers,  distillers  and  brewers,  would  be  sufficient, 

Koche^25ii. 

Coals.    Sale  of  coal  now  takes  place  by  weight,  which  system  is  much  preferred.  Fellows 

1891-^1894 Statement  relative  to  the  pnode  pursued  in  measuring  coals  in  London, 

Gtllespy  2930 Charge  is  3d.  per  ton  for  discharging  coals,  Gillespi/  2930 Uncer- 
tainty of  the  weight  of  different  sorts  of  coal,  Giltespy  2gsQ Present  mode  of  weigh- 
ing coal  is  approved  of  by  the  trade,  and  executed  with  great  facility,  Gtllespy  2941 • 

Less  quantity  of  coals  weighed  in  one  day  now  than  were  formerly  measured,  Dudin 
333»- 

Coal  and  Corn  Committee.     Constitution  of  the  coal  and  corn  committee,  and  by  whom 
appointed,  Hurcomb  3443,  3444. 
See  also  Coni-^neters. 

Coal-meters.  Statement  referred  to  in  Mr.  Gillespy's  .evidence,  relative  to  the  coal-meters 
o&ce,  App,  p.  ^2. 

Cockermouih.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling 
corn  there,  App.  p.  19.  ^ 

Cocket-office.    Nature  of  the  Cocket-office,  Bartrum  3420. 

Colchester.    Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 

at,  App.  p.  9 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the 

port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Coleraine.    Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting 
duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 
517-  b  College 
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College  Leases.    Are  founded  on  corn  rents,  Cooke  134 Whether  the  combined  system 

of  weight  and  measure,  or  weight  alone,  would  afl'ect  college  leases,  Ba$s  418. 
See  Weight. 

Combined  System.    See  Com  1,  2,  3.     Ireland,  2.     Weights  and  Measures. 

Cofnmissariat  Contracts.    Com  might  be  sold  by  the  cwt.,  and  yet  the  weight  per  measore 

referred  to,  as  in  the  Coimmissariat  contracts,  Dunlevie  1699 Return  showing  the* 

principle  upon  which  the  contracts  for  oats  are  made  by  the  Commissariat,  App.p.^i. 

Condition  of  Corn.    See  Corn,  I . 

Consignments  of  Corn.   Difference  between  consignment  of  corn  from  Ireland  and  shippiog 
free  on  board,  the  latter  of  which  is  becoming  more  frequent,  hyon  796-801. 

Consumers.    Manner  in  which  the  miller,  mealman,  and  maltster  may  be  considered  u 

consumers,  and  requiring  a  standard  on  buying.  Rep.  p.  xvi. Advantage  of  both 

weight  and  measure  to  die  consumer,  the  seller^  loss,  if  anything,  being  made  ap  by 
him,  Bass  532,  533. 

Continent.    Com  is  always  sold  on  the  Continent  by  measure.  Page  1245, 

Contracts.   Contracts  need  not  state  both  weight  and  measure ;  with  regard  to  unsonndness 

in  the  article,  each  contract  must  stand  on  its  own  merits,  Bass  490-493 Dispotes 

from  weight  and  measures  and  contracts.  Stead  JOQ— — Copy  contracts  by  letter^ 
showine  tnat  weight  per  measure  is  mentioned,  though  weight  is  not  guaranteed,  B^iki 
3827-3831- 

See  also  Commissariat  Contracts.    Government  Contracts.    Metnorandum  of  Cmtnets, 
Nawy  Contracts.    Sale  Ticket. 

Cooke,  Layton.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Land  and  tithe  surveyor  and  estate  agent,  s 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London,  3 — 

Great  inconvenience  from  the  diversity  in  the  mode  of  selling  com  throughout  the 

kingdom,  5 Places  where  the  old  Winchester  measure  is  still  in  use,  6 Nature 

of  the  diversity  in  weight  as  well  as  measure,  7,  8 Table  showing   the  comparative 

value  of  wheat  and  oats  per  barrel  free  on  board  in  Ireland,  and  per  quarter  iu  LoodoD.S 

Manner  in  which  measure  alone  affords  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  the 

bulk  is  equal  to  the  sample,  9 Measure  is  no  criterion  of  the  value  of  c.orn,  10 — 

therefore  rendering  the  use  of  the  imperial  measure  imperative  would  not  correct  the 

evils  of  the  present  system,  1 1 Antipathy  to  the  use  of  anything  new  is  the  cause  of 

the  imperial  measure  not  being  universally  adopted,  12,  13 —  Copies  from  theMaii- 
lane  Express  and  the  Corn  Reporter  of  the  quotations  of  prices  ot  wheat,  which  ooij 
indicate  price  and  measure,  14. 

,  The  present  quotations  are  not  of  so  much  use  as  they  would  be  if  the  weight  were 
insertea,  which  would  show  the  quality,  15-18 Quotations  are  difficult  to  be  under- 
stood, from  their  varying  in  the  same  market,  19-22 Weight  alone  would  not  show 

the  oujdity,  24 Nor  weight  and  price,  48-50.  65-70 Differences  that  arise  from 

the  different  modes  of  measuring  corn,  according  to  the   difference   of  skill  of  the 

measurers,  25-41 ^Weight  may  oe  less  open  to  the  chances  of  fraud  than  measure, 

42,  47 In  estimating  the  quantity  of  flour  that  will  be  yielded  by  a  given  quantity 

of  wheat,  both  weight  and  measure  must  be  taken  into  the  calculation,  51-57- — 
Extreme  variation  in  the  weight  of  a  bushel  of  com,  58-62. 

Very  trifling  advantages,  if  any,  of  weight  alone  over  measure,  63,  64 Distillers 

buying  barley  weigh  samples  by  a  test  of  their  own  ;  millers  and  dealers  buying  wheat 
estimate  the  weight  by  the  handling;  the  heaviest  is  best  for  grinding,  71-74 Diffi- 
culty of  ascertaining  now  short  the  measure  runs  of  the  average  weight,  75-79 — ' 

Ketums  from  corn-inspectors  should  be  the  measure  price,  80, 81 ^Weight  alone  would 

affect  the  system  of  takin^j^  averages,  82-84 Manner  in  which  London  averages  are 

taken  at  present,  85 In  what  manner  the  alteration  from  measure  to  weight  would 

affect  the  duty,  86-89 Present  system  of  taking  averages  is  an  improvement  upoa 

the  former  one,  90-92 Duty  of  the  corn-inspectors  to  reduce  their  sales  to  the  imp^ 

rial  measure,  93-98. 

Scale  in  the  Act  1  &  2  Qeo.  4,  for  reducing  sales  of  com  by  weight  to  the  imperial 
measure,  100 If  weight  were  superadded  to  the  present  system,  the  difference  be- 
tween bulk  and  sample  would  always  be  shown,  102 Necessity  for  altering  the  scale 

of  duties,  if  weight  were  substituted  for  measure,  103-1 10 ^The  combination  of  weight 

and  measure  does  not  practically  resolve  itself  into  a  system  of  weight,  111-121^ — 
The  specifte  gravity,  combining  weight  with  quantity,  is  a  test  of  quality,  122-125 — 
Great  difiiculty  in  forming  a  scsue  of  duties  if  weight  alone  were  introduced,  126-132- — • 

Weight  alone  would  cause  a  new  scale  of  corn  rents  to  be  adopted,  133-135 D*°H* 

com  does  not  weigh  heavier  than  dry,  136-144 ^There  would  be  no  benefit  to  the 

farmers  from  substituting  weight  for  measure,  145-151. 

Advantage  of  the  proposed  system,  152-165 Compelling  the  farmer  to  weigh 

would  be  beneficial  to  him,  166-174 It  would  compel  the  bulk  to  be  equal  to  the 

sample,  175-177.  197-203 It  would  have  no  effect  on  the  scale  of  duty  oraverages> 

178, 179-- — Or  on  corn  rents,  184— -It  is  employed  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 

bat 
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Cooke,  Layton.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — continued. 

but  not  universally,  which  would  be  an  advantage,  187,  188 A  memorandum  would 

be  advantageous  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  190-196 Whether  it  would  be  a  hard- 
ship on  the  farmer  to  be  compelled  to  have  proper  weights,  204,  205 Dissatisfaction 

of  farmers  at  the  use  of  the  imperial  measure,  206,  207. 

Difference  in  the  measure  and  diameter  of  the  Winchester  and  Imperial  bushel ;  dimen- 
sions of  other  bushels,  208-210- Further  reason  why  the  proposed  alteration  would 

cause  no  change  in  the  averages,  211-216 Advantages  of  the  corn-factors  by  the 

present  system,  which  would  be  checked  by  the  proposed  one,  217-222 Combined 

system  recommended  in  1796,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Member  for  Berkshire,  223- 

227 Legislation  in  favour  of  the  combined  system  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 

community  in  general,  228-253 Government  contracts  are  made  by  measure  and 

weight  combined,  254-256 Millers  invariably   weigh,  257,  258 ^The  proposed 

system  should  extend  to  the  different  kinds  of  corn,  261,  262 Duty  is  collected  on 

malt  by  measure,  263-265. 

[Second  Examination.]  — Production  of  a  map  showing  the  diversities  of  weights  and 
measurei^  and  places  where  each  description  is  used,  3890-3894 The  weight  at  Liver- 
pool has  reference  to  the  nominal  bushel,  3895,  3896 Quotations  should  state  the 

variations  in  price,  of  inferior  as  well  as  the  best  corn,  3897-3900 — —Manner  in  which 
the  London  market  governs  those  in  the  country,  3901 Weight  and  price,  and  mea- 
sure and  price,  are  not  sufficient  for  quotations,  3902-3909 Circumstances  which 

cause  a  difference  in  the  weight  between  the  bulk  and  samples,  3910,  3911 Weight 

per  measure  would  cause  fraud  to  be  detected,  3012 Difference  between  quality  and 

condition,  3913-3915 Advantages  of  average  jffices  being  taken  instead  of  mean  prices, 

3916 Manner  in  which  the  change  from  measure  to  the  combined  system  would  be 

best  effected,  3917-3921. 3923 Dislike  of  penalties,  and  necessity  for  a  memorandum 

of  contract,  3922 Manner  in  which  corn-factors,  from  their  experience,  have  an 

advantage  over  farmers,  3924-3935. 

Cork.    Usual  practice  of  selling  corn  by  weight  therein,  Roche  2021 Mode  by  which  the 

quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Qeo.  4,  c.  60, 
^PP'  P*  4^* 

CoRS: 

1.  Condition. 

2.  Quality. 

3.  Value. 

1.  Condition : 

Distinction  between  condition  and  quality  in  corn,  Rep. p.  viii.,  Bass  513,514.  520,521, 
Fearnside  1165-1170,  Page  1324-1327,  Blurton  2860-2862,  Palmer  3026-3032,  Cooke 

3913-3915 Weight  and  measure  united  are  the  best  test  of  quality  for  dealing  at 

a  distance,  but  an  inspection  of  the  sample  or  bulk  is  best  test  of  condition,  Begbie 

3833-3843 r<3ondition  of  wheat  of  the  greatest  importance  to  millers,  Blurton  2808 

— ^Weight  per  measure  would  give  a  better  knowledge  of  condition,  the  taste,  smell, 

colour,  ficcbeing  seen  by  the  sample,  Blurton  2869-2877 Sample  must  be  referred 

to,  to  show  condition,  Webb  3363-3368 Com  is  always  supposed  to  be  in  coi^ditioii 

unless  the  contrary  is  stated,  Pa^e  1324-1327. 

See  Measure.     Weight  and  Measure. 

2.  Quality: 

In  cases  where  a  particular  descriptiop  of  corn  is  wanted,  it  13  a  hardship  not  to 

be  able  to  obtain  redress  in  cases  of  fraud,  Bass  374-377 The  description  of  com 

and  place  of  growth  would  have  to  be  given   under  any  system,  Bass  507-510 -In 

what  manner  condition  is  usually  distinguished  from  quality,  Bass  520,  521 Quality 

of  corn  must  be  aspertained  to  find  the  value.  Rep.  p.  x.  Page  4016-- — If  averages  were 
struck  on  weight  alone,  the  quantities  sold  with  the  price  would  not  indicate  the  quality 

without  local  knowledge  of  the  corn  and  its  condition,  Stead  735-739 Quality  is 

tested  by  weight.  Page  1246— — Qualities  pf  corn  in  |^rance,  Pa^e  1262-1265 

Manner  in  which  measure  and  weight  determine  quality,  but  not  weight  and  measure, 

Page  1328-1338.  13516-1360 Calculation  showing  an  increase  both  in  weight  and 

measure  by  com  getting  out  of  condition,  Page  1400 l^Iode  in  whicb  witness  tests 

.  the  quality  of  whjBat,  Randan  1468 Neither  weight  or  measure,  or  both,  can  give  an 

infallible  test  of  the  quality  of  corn,  Sandars  1538-1542,  Anderson   3937-3940 

Jf  there  is  no  inspection  or  sample,  weight  per  measure  must  be  used  to  ascertain 

quality,  Pasley  3254 Measure  with  actual  weight  attached  is  the  best  means  of 

Ascertaining  quality,  Webb  3363-3368 As  a  standard  of  quality  measure  is  preferable 

to  weight  if  taken  singly,  Dowson  3767 Great  importance  of  the  quality  of  wheat, 

^^£^4017. 

See  also  Quotations,  4-  * 

a  Value; 

Table  showing  the  comparative  value  of  wheat  per  barrel,  free  on  board  in  Ireland, 

and  per  quarter  in  London,  Cooke  8 Manner  in  which  the  value  of  com  is  known  by 

quantity,  quality  and  price,  which  is  ascertained  by  both  weight  and  measure,  Bass  272- 

517.  b  2  286, 
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Corn — continued. 

3.  Fa/i/^-*continued. 

286,  Feamside  1094,  Palmer  3018 Greater  value  in  wheat  above  58  lbs.  the  bushel, 

than  in  that  under,  Stead  662 Necessity  of  weight  for  determining  value,  Pagt 

1429-1431 Quantity  of  flour  that  wheat  will  produce,  the  best  criterion  of  its  value, 

Dunlevie  1685 Whether  the  farmer  does  not  in  some  way  take  into  account  weight 

for  measure  in  determining  the  value  of  his  corn,  Sandars  2 1 44-2 1 47  Difference  in 
value  between  a  given  quantity  of  light  and  heavy  red  wheat,  Dudin  334373346 — 
Opinion  of  witness  as  to  best  mode  of  determining  the  commercial  value  of  grain  whether 

by  weight  or  measure^  ^m2er5on  3621" A  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  grain  can  only 

be  ascertained  when  both  weight  and  measure  are  taken  into  account,  Anderson  3639. 

3644 ^Effect  of  weighing  in  estimating  value  of  corn,  Doirson  3772-3778- Diffe^ 

ence  of  value  from  difference  in  quotations  are  easily  ascertained  by  culculatioD,  B^t 
3852-3862. 

See  Barley.      Consignments.      Continent.     Duty  on  Com.     Irish  Corn.     Oats.   Sak 
of  Com. 

Com  Duty.    See  Duty  on  Com.  m 

Corn-factors.    Purposes  for  which  they  require  the  use  of  a  standard.  Rep.  p.  xv. ^Ad- 

yantages  of-^tbe  corn-factors  by  the  present  system  would  be  checked  by  the  propoied 

one,  Cooke  i6o-i65,  217-222 How  far  factors  would  be  benefited  by  the  change, 

Bass  467,  468 Manner  in  which  weight  and  measure  does  away  with  the  advantage 

of  the  factor  over  the  farmer,  Bus*  544 Origin  of  corn-factors,  Feamside  550 — 

Judgment  on  which  corn-factors  ar#guided  in  their  purchases,  Btus  531,  Page  lago- 

1295 Interest  of  the  corn-factor  in  upholding  the  present  system.  Fellows  1862 — 

Advantages  of  corn-factors  over  farmers,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  manner  of  makii^ 
quotations.  Rep.  p.  vii.,  Cooke  16.  3924-3935»  Bass  466. 499.  569.  578,  Feamside  1062. 
1132,  Page  1288. 1295,  Sandars  1596,  Sutton  1972-1979.  2034-2039,  Sullivan  2612,  ffil- 
WW2696.  2699.2733,  Jacob  2818-2828,  Blurton  2Q\5,  Crwig  3204,   Wp6&  3352|  33a- 

3364 »  3365.  3389.  3393,  DotDson  3717 System  of  corn-factors  books  which  cootaio 

the  weight  as  well  as  the  measure  of  their  different  parcels  of  wheat,  Page  4024. 
See  sJso  Irish  Corn.    Quotations.    Sale  Ticket.     Weight  and  Measure. 

Com  Inspectors.    See  Inspectors. 

Com  Laws.    The  more  discussion  there  is  upon  this  subject  the  better,  in  order  to  arrire 

at  a  more  perfect  system,  Bass  484 Whether  taking  the  assumed  weight  of  a  bnskd 

of  com  throughout  the  kingdom  would  open  the  question  of  com  laws,  and  whether  that 
would  benefit  the  farmer,  Bass  556-563. 

Com  Merchants.    Course  of  traffic  traced  between  corn  merchants  and  those  dealing  with 
them,  and  particularly  as  to  correspondence  between  bulk  and  sample.  Rep.  p.  xv. 

Com-meters  and  Metage.    See  Metage,  London. 

Corn-meters.    Manner  in  which  meters'  men  are  paid,  Dudin  3306,  3307 ^Further  en- 

dence  upon  the  correctness  of  meters  shown  from  the  difference  of  com  measured  oat 

from  granaries,  after  laying  some  considerable  time,  Dudin  3342 Of  what  the  Board 

of  corn-meters  consists,  Scott  3428 Appointment  of  cora-meters ;  number  of  workiw 

meters  and  others ;  by  whom  the  Board  of  principal  corn-meters  appointed,  Hurcm 

3437^3442 Description  of  persons  who  are  appointed  to  the  office  of  meter;  theyaie 

all  sworn,  Hurcomb  3446-3448 Jurisdiction  of  the  senior  meters  in  appointing  the 

work  of  the  juniors;  cases  of  misconduct  are  reported  upon  by  the  Board  of  Meters  to 
the  Corn  and  Coal  Committee,  who  dismiss  the  individual,  Hurcomb  3450-3467. 

Only  two  cases  of  fraud  by  meters  in  100  years,  Hurcomb  3468-3473 Cases  of 

drunkenness,  if  discovered,  will  cause  dismissal,  Hurcomb  3475,  3476 ^The  porters 

and  meters  are  obliged  to  deliver  small  quantities  of  corn  between  Staines  and  the  Nore, 

though  the  amount  of  waterage  may  exceed  what  they  get,  Ruston  3499 Process  of 

delivering  corn  from  the  vessel,  both  as  regards  bulk  and  in  sacks;  and  duty  of  the  meter 
to  see  justice  done  with  regard  to  measure,  Ruston  3502-3523 Very  seldom  com- 
plaints of  meters  with  regara  to  measure;  deficiency  in  bulk  is  more  found  in  Irish  corn 
than  in  foreign  com,  Ruston  3524-3538. 

Quantity  of  com  measured  for  the  Customs  by  the  meters,  Ruston  3577 Manner 

in  which  the  meters  and  fellowship-porters  act  as  a  check  on  each  other  in  the  preren- 
tion  of  fraud  in  the  present  delivery  of  corn  in  the  city  of  London,  Ruston  3585—^ 
Scales  and  weights  must  be  provided  for  the  meters  on  board  ships  and  at  wharft,  on 
which  so  much  dependence  could  not  be  placed  as  on  their  own  measures,  Ruston  3585 

- — -Sworn-meters  are  appointed  by  the  city,  Newman  3609 Want  of  sworn-meters 

in  difierent  markets  to  settle  disputes  between  farmers  and  dealers,  Dotpson  37^9^ 
Corrections  of  former  evidence  relative  to  the  quantity  of  corn  which  could  be  weighed 

by  100  meters,  Page  4015; ^There  is  no  met^iod  by  which  the  rules  and  reguhtioni  of 

the  meters'-office  of  the  city  of  London  could  be  improved.  Page  4049. 

Com  MiUs.    Farmers  sending  oats  to  the  mill  to  grind  must  depend  upon  the  honesty  of 

the  miller  for  having  their  value  in  meal,  Craig  3174-3178 Toll  for  grinding  is  only 

taken  when  a  portion  of  land  is  bound  to  grind  at  a  particular  mill ;  it  is  looked  upon  a» 
a  burthen  by  the  farmers,  Craig  3179-3183. 
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Com  RenU.    Weight  alone  would  cause  a  new  scale  of  corn-rents  to  be  adopted^  Cooke 

133-136 The  system  of  weight  and  measure  would  have  no  effect  on  corn-rent, 

Cooke  184— Whether  they  would  be  affected  by  the  combined  system  or  a  system  of 

weight  alone,  JBas$  418 Manner  in  which  corn-rents  should  be  regulated  by  averages 

on  weight,  Sanders  2096-2099 Manner  in  which  a  system  of  fixed  weights  would 

operate  upon  corn-rents,  bishops'  leases  and  college  leases,  fVebb  3416, 3417. 

Corn  Reporter.    See  Marh-lane  Express. 

Com  Returns.    Returns  from  corn  inspectors  should  be  the  measure  price,  Cooke  80,  81 

Abstracts  from  Corn  Returns,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed 

10th  March  1834,  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  pfVactice  of 

selling  com,  Bass  294 There  should  be  penalties  to  enforce  the  making  Returns, 

Bass  435 Inspectors,  in  making  their  returns  at  present,  use  their  own  discretion  as 

to  the  weight  of  the  imperial  measure ;  upon  the  proposed  system  they  would  only  have 

to  make  their  returns  according  to  the  measure,  Bass  587-590 Manner  in  which 

corn  returns  should  be  made  and  published  by  inspectors,  including  weight,  Lyon  909- 

912,  -Begiie  3863-3865 Particulars  of  quality  and  price  would  indicate  variations 

in  price,  and  indicate  the  state  of  supply  and  demand,  Lyon  913-915 Manner  in 

which  com  returns  are  made  to  the  inspectors  by  the  factors  and  agents,  and  what  is 
contained  in  them,  Fearnside  969-985— —Entry  is  only  made  in  the  returns  of  corn 
actually  sold  and  delivered,  Fearnside  989-998 ^Whether  under  the  weight  and  mea- 
sure system,  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  the  average  weight  of  a  bushel  of  corn 
from  the  different  places  sending  returns,  so  as  to  make  commutations  as  to  duty, 

^B<w«  546. 554* 

False  returns  may  be  made  of  the  average^  by  several  sales  of  the  same  corn ;  but 

a  person  in  the  trade  could  not  be  deceived,  Sandars  1556 All  accuracy  depends  on 

the  honest  returns  of  sales,  Dunlevie  ljl6— — Witness  would  recommend  that  all  returns 
of  corn  imported  from  foreign  parts,  should  be  made  with  reference  to  weight  instead 
of  measure,  Dunlevie  1738— —^If  bargains  are  concluded  by  weight,  there  must  be  great 
accuracy  in  the  weight  to  be  inserted  in  inspector's  returns,  Feliows  1863-1867—— 
There  should  be  one  column  in  the  return  for  damaged  corn,  rellotos  1869,  1870—* 
Return  of  sales  should  express  the  weight,  in  order  that  it  might  appear  in  the  averages. 

Page  1339-1346,  2218-2225 Com  so  damaged  as  not  to  be  able  to  be  immediately 

used  for  flour,  should  be  leil  oat  of  returns,  Page  221 8-2225. 

Copy  of  inspector's  weekly  com  retums,  and  manner  in  which  different  measures  are    * 

reduced  to  the  imperial,  Jacob  2764-2774 Number  of  places  that  do  not  make  any 

return ;  there  would  be  no  advantage  in  their  doing  so,  and  it  would  be  attended  with 

great  expense,  Jacob  2781-2784 Why  the  returns  do  not  equal  the  quantity  of  com 

sold,  Jacob  2789,  2790— TObliging  the  inspector's  returns  to  include  the  weight,  would 

give  much  extra  trouble  without  adequate  §ood,  Jacob  2813-2817 ^An  account  of  the 

total  number  of  ouarters  of  erain  returned  m  each  year,  since  the  passing  of  the  present 

Com  Laws,  Jacob  2842 AVeight  being  mentioned  in  the  returns,  would  either  cause 

them  to  be  made  on  estimated  weights,  or  the  return  delayed  till  after  the  delivery, 
Webb  3411-3414 Extract  from  returns  from  com  inspectors  of  the  customs  or  prac- 
tices of  selling  com  in  their  districts,  Jpp.  p.  8. 

See  also  Averages.     Fwrmers.      Grocers.    Imperial  Measure.    Measure.     Quotations. 
WeighL     Weight  and  Measure. 

Com  Trade*    Witness  knows  of  no  alteration  which  would  improve  the  present  system 
on  which  the  com  trade  is  conducted  in  London,  Palmer  3033. 

CornwalL    See  Sale  of  Com. 

Corporation  Dues,  London.    Table  showing  the  dues  belonging  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
corporation  of  London*  that  are  collected  upon  vessels  entering  the  port  of  London, 

eastward  of  London  Bridge,  laden  with  corn,  grain,  seeds,  &c.  Bartrum  3421 

Whether  the  City  of  London  would  raise  objection  to  have  their  dues  collected  upon 

weight  instead  of  measure,  in  the  event  of  an  alteration,  Hurcomb  3477-3485 Recital 

of  Charter  of  King  James  the  ist,  confirming  the  right  of  the  corporation  of  London  to 
the  meta^e  of  com,  Netriiiaw36io— Groundage  and  water-bailliage  fees  are  also  taken 

by  prescriptive  right,  Newman  3612 The  alteration  from  measure  to  weight  would 

not  interfere  with  the  vessels  of  the  city,  if  a  similar  reservation  was  made  as  that  con- 
tained in  the  Coal  Act,  Newman  3615,  3616. 

Courts  of  Justice,  Scotland.     Extract  from  the  Third  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
missioners on  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  Scotland,  App.  p.  62. 

Coventry.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 lletura  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs 

and  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  22. 

Cowes.    Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of         * 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo,  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Cr^ltg,  Alexander.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — A  miller,  at  Hawkhead  Mills,  Renfrew, 

3052 Com  is  generally  sold  by  measure  in  Scotland,  except  in  Glasgow,  3055    ■ 

It  is  sold  by  weight  in  Glasgow,  on  account  of  the  dealings  with  Ireland,  and  the  millers 
517-  b3  preferring 
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Craig,  Alexander.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued, 

f preferring  to  buy  by  weight,  3056-3072 Quantity  of  corn  imported  into  GHa^goir 
rom  tl)e  east  and  west  coasts,  the  former  of  which  is  sold  by  measure,  3073-3079 — — 

Except  as  regards  wheat,  3100-3102 Grain  is  sold  by  measure  on  account  of  its 

being  bought  in  that  manner,  and  there  being  no  check  upon  the  ship-master,  unless 

the  snip  is  discharged  in  the  same  way  as  loaded,  3081 In  case  of  refusal  to  sell  by 

weight,  manner  in  which  the  weiglit  per  measure  is  ascertained  and  acted  on  during  the 

discharge  of  the  cargo,  3082-3090 Nature  of  contract  with  Ireland  for  oats,  3094- 

2095 How  far  weight  per  measure  is  taken  into  calculation  in  transactions  in  coru 

in  the  Glasgow  market,  3096-3105. 

Manner  of  dischar^ng  com-vesels  at  Glasgow,  by  weighing,  with  regard  to  the  quan- 
tity that  can  be  weighed  per  day,  the  number  of  men  employed,  and  the  expense,  and 

also  description  of  scales,  3106-3124 Weight  is  more  accurate  than  measure,  and 

rather  cheaper,  3125,  3126 Description  of  the  process  of  measuring  corn  at  Gl»- 

gow ;  number  of  men  employed,  and  whether  a  greater  quantity  can  be  dischai^ed  by 

weighing  or  measuring,  3125-3135 Why  the  cost  of  weighing  and  measuring  amooat 

to  nearly  the  same  thing,  3136-3144 Nature  of  disputes  that  arise  with  regard  to 

measifring,  in  some  cases  from  difference  in  two  Imperial  bushels  stamped  by  tbe  proper 

officers,  tnough  disputes  seldom  occur  in  weighing,  3145-3164 Most  farmers  hare 

the  Imperial  measure  in  their  possession,  3165-3167 Farmers  selling  com  bj  weight 

do  not  generally  measure  it  as  well,  3168-3173 Farmers  sending  oats  to  the  mill  to 

grind,  must  depend  upon  the  honesty  of  the  miller  for  having  their  value  in  meal, 
3174-3178. 

foil  for  grinding  is  only  taken  when  a  portion  of  land  is  bound  to  grind  at  a  parti- 
cular mill;  It  is  looked  upon  as  a  burthen  by  the  farmers,  3179-3183 Selling  by 

weight  alone  and  weight  per  bushel,  is  coming  into  practice  in  the  Edinburgh  and  Ayr- 
shire markets,  3184-3189.  3192,  3193 It  is  generally  sold  by  measure  in  the  Dalkeith 

market,  3190-3192 Foreign  com  coming  to  Leith  is  measured  Brst,  being  insisted 

on  by  the  Custom-house  officers,  3194-3197 Manner  in  which  tbe  quantity  of  Irish 

com  coming  to  Glasgow  is  ascertained  by  the  Custom-house,  and  proportion  allowed  ia 

converting  weight  into  measure,  3198-3203 Quotations  by  Glasgow  papers  are  by 

weight,  3204,  3205 Quotations  by  provincial  papers  round  Glasgow  and  the  capital 

are  ny  Imperial  bushels,  3206. 

Necessity  folr  quotations  being  uniform  throughout  the  kingdom,  3207 Measure 

cannot  be  accurately  rendered  mte  weight,  unless  the  weight  per  bushel  is  stated; 
rendering  weight  into  measure  is  useless,  unless  the  diversity  of  practice  is  to  contimie, 

3208-3210- ^Weight  only  is  the  proper  mode  of  ascertaining  the  quaitity  of  gram; 

facility  of  doin^  business  with  Ireland  in  consequence,  3210,  3211 It  is  generally 

understood  by  dealers,  that  uniformity  of  weight  would  be  an  advantage,  3216 ITie 

Act  before  the  House,  rendering  the  use  of  the  Imperial  measure  compulsory,  will  not 

be  effective  with  imperatively  forbidding  the  sale  by  weight,  3218 If  weight  were 

prescribed  by  law,  measure  would  eventually  be  abolished,  but  not  the  contrary,  3219- 

3224-< Specific  gravity  of  corn  is  one  element,  but  not  the  principal,  in  estimating  tJbe 

value  of  com,  3225,  3226. 

Cranage  of  Com.  Cranage  is  often  refused  in  Ireland,  and  private  yards  preferred,  in  order 
to  avoid  paying  for  the  full  weight.  Christian  2287,  ^^88. 

Cromartif  and  Ross.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights 

used  in  the  practice  of  selling  com,  Bassp.%^Q Report  from  sheriflT  substitute  of  the 

different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  therein,  App.  p,  30 Queries  made  by  the 

General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  jtpp,  p.  54 Abstract 

of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Cubic  Foot.  Diversity  should  be  got  rid  of  by  measuring  by  the  cubic  foot  and  weighing 
by  the  commercial  lb.,  and  only  using  the  multiples  of  10,  100,  i/)Oo,  Pasley  3236. 

Customs.  A  return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  Customs,  at  each  of  the 
several  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  im- 
ported at  such  port  were  ascertained,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  a^d  collecting  the  duty 
on  com,  imposed  by  the  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  on  the  different  kinds  imported,  App. 

p.  38 ^Weights  for  the  regulation  of  the  several  kinds  of  grain  charged  with  duty  at 

the  Custom-house,  App.  p.  4 1 . 

D. 

Dalkeith  Market.  Practice  adopted  in  the  Dalkeith  market  could  only  be  enforced  in 
a  proprietary  market,  80^428 — —Corn  is  generally  sold  by  measure  in  the  Dalkeitk 

market,   Craig  3190-3192 Report  from  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  depuUes  or 

substitutes,  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  therein,  App.  p.  2^ 

Extract  from  minutes  containing  regulations  to  be  observed  by  persons  frequenting 
market,  App.  p.  32, 

Damage  to  Corn.    In  what  cases  captains  and  underwriters  are  liable  for  damage  to  cor» 

on  the  voyage.  Page  1300-1303 Neither  weight  nor  measure,  as  a  test,  wifi  apply  in 

case  of  damage  by  sea  during  the  voyage,  Ruston  3556-3558. 

Damp 
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Damp  Com.     Damp  corn  does  not  weigh  heavier  than  dry,  as  the  latter  requires  a  greater 

quantity  to  fill  a  given  space,  Cooke  136-144 Damp  wheat  will  increase  more  in  bulk 

than  in  weight,  Bass  518,  519 How  far  damp  corn  increases  in  weight,  but  not  in 

weight  per  measure,  Sutton  1936-1940 Manner  in  which  dampness  in  corn  can  be 

ascertained  by  experienced  persons,  Cooke  39' 3-3915 Dampness  of  corn  in  Ireland 

attributable  to  humidity  of  the  climate,  Roche  2475. 

Dantzic  Wheat.     Peculiar  quantities  thereof,  Bass  515 Quantity  of  corn  exported  from 

Dautzic;  1824 — 1832,  Stead  602,  *  • 

Darliftgtofu  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  oi*  practices  of  selling 
corn  there,  App,p.  16. 

Dartjbrd.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  sellipg  corn 
at,  App.  p.  9. 

Dartmouth.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  ^pp*  p.  '38. 

Davies,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  Davies  to  Wm.  Morton  Pitt,  Esq.  dated  22d  November 
1795,  relative  to  selling  corn  by  sample,  Jpp.p.  4. 

Decimal  System.    If  weight  alone  were  used  the  decimal  system  should  be  applied.  Stead 

682 Diversity  should  be  got  rid  of,  by  measuring  by  the  cubic  foot  and  weighing  by 

the  commercial  lb.,  and  only  using  the  multiples  of  10,  100,  1,000,  Pasley  3236. 

Denbigh.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 K^urn  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs 

and  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  Jpp.  p.  23. 

Derby.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs 

and  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  22. 

Derbyshire.  How  farmers  in  Derbyshire  sell  by  weight  for  market,' and  in  what  manner 
bargains  are  made.  Fellows  1789-1792. 

Derehamy  East.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 
corn  there,  App.  p.  12. 

Devonshire.    See  Sale  of  Com. 

Diss.  Retum  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 
there,  App.  p.  12. 

Distillers.    Distillers  buying  barley  weigh  samples  by  a  test  of  their  own,  Cooke  71-74. 

Diversities  of  Weights  and  Measures.    See  Sale  of  Corn. 

Dorchester.     Contents  of  the  load  of  com  used  therein,  Bass  293 Abstract  from  returns 

showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 

Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there, 

App.p.2S. 

Dover.    Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of 
•  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Dotvson,  Benjamin.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Com  and  commission-merchant  at  Great 

Yarmouth,  3705 Practice  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  corn  in  the  markets  of  Yarmouth, 

Norwich,  Beccles,  Bungay  and  North  Watham,  3708 A  matter  of  practical  import-* 

ance  that  there  should  be  one  universal  standard  for  selling  com  throughout  the  king^ 

dom,  3712 Method  of  witness  in  computing  Uie  quotation,  37x3 Farmers  have  no 

idea  of  acting  against  the  averages  ;  the  mercnant  uses  his  power ;  advantageous  to  the 
agriculture  ot  the  kingdom  if  Mie  farmer  were  to  do  the  same,  3715— Measure  and 
price  will  give  the  farmer  every  necessary  information,  3718.  3720^— Weight  alone,  or 
with  the  price,  gives  the  farmer  no  information,  3719, 372 1-3723— — ^No  advantage  in  the 
weight  at  all ;  the  quotation  per  Quarter  is  quite  sufficient,  3729. 

Witness  has  no  objection  to  tne  weight  neing  known  by  the  farmer,  but  can  see  no 
necessity  for  it,  3730-3735 Manner  of  giving  estimated  weights  in  mercantile  quota- 
tions, 3737-3743 Consideration  of  the  average  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  any 

alteration  of  the  weights  and  measures,  3748 -KflSculty  of  making  any  arrangement 

by  which  memoranda  of  contracts  between  farmers  and  dealers  could  be  given  insur- 
mountable, 3756,  3767 Advantages  which  would  attend  the  plan,  if  growers  instead 

of  merchants  should  deliver  the  returns  to  inspectors,  3757,  3758 Weight  might  be 

ascertained  by  weighing  one  bushe)  in  ten  quarters;  Uie  bonajide  weight  could  not  be 

given,  3759 ^Weight  being  thus  giUn  would  make  the  return  of  averages  more  perfect, 

3761 Alterations  recommended  in  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  for  regulating  the  mode  ot  taking 

the  averages,  3762 — —Statement  showing  that  foreign  wheat  can  now  be  imported  at  a 
•lower  price  than  contemplated  in  the  Act,  3762 By  which  transactions  the  speculators 

517.  b4  "r^  T 
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Dowmtp  Benjamin.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence>-*coR^intiecI. 

in  foreign  grain  are  the  gainers,  3764 Great  advantage  if  the  returns  of  aTerages 

should  be  made  by  the  growers  instead  of  the  sellers,  3766 As  a  standard  of  quahtj, 

measure  is  preferable  to  weight  if  taken  singly,  3767 Weighing  is  the  most  tedioss 

and  expensive,  3769 Effect  of  weighing  in  estimating  value  of  com,  377^-3778— 

Want  of  sworn-meters  in  different  marketa  to  settle  disputes  between  farmers  and  dealeis, 
2^go— Statement  of  com,  malt  and  hops,  &c.  shipped  coastways,  the  ten  last  seasons, 

at  Yarmouth,  made  from  official  returns,  3785 Manner  in  which  errors,  that  have 

occurred  ^n  measure,  have  arisen  from  miscounting  the  tally,  3787,  3788 ^Robberies 

frequent,  both  by  granarymen  and  watermen,  3789-3792 Occasions  on  which  a  com- 
bined system  of  weight  and  measure  would  be  advantageous,  3795-3797 Differences 

which  occur  between  the  measurement  in  different  places,  3799 ^The  loss  of  com  in 

bulk  may  be  checked  by  using  weight  as  well  as  measure,  3807. 

Droghtda.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting 
duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p.  40. 

Drum'bushel  Measure.  Examination  as  to  shape  of  bushel  measure ;  difference  between 
the  Dranr,  Imperial,  and  the  Winchester,  and  necessity  for  uniformity  therein,  WM 
3394-3400. 

Dublin.    In  Dublin,  com  may  be  sold  by  sample.  Christian  2266 Mode  by  which  the 

quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4^  c.  60, 
App.  p.  40. 

Dudin,  Heftry.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Granary  keeper  and  lighterman  at  Horsly- 

down,  3255-3258 Correctness  generally  between  the  measurement  of  swora-meters 

and  country  farmers ;  process  of  measuring  from  bulk  and  sacks,  and  period  taken  to 

measure,  3259-3296 There  is  a  great  diifference  in  the  measure  of  oats,  also  of  peas 

and  beans,  even  when  twice  measured  by  the  same  person,  and  why  that  does  not  ap|dy 

10  wheat  or  barley,  3296 Irish  oats  are  heavier  than  Lincolnshire  oats,  but  not  so 

heavy  as  Scotch  oats,  3305 In  what  manner  meters'-men  are  paid,  3306,  3307 

Period  taken  in  weighing  650  quarters  of  Irish  oats,  and  by  three  extra  men,  over  what 

would  have  been  taken  by  measuring,  3308-^314 Statement  of  the  weighing  of 

450  quarters  out  of  the  650,  showing  the  accuracy  of  the  London  meters,  3314 

Ship's  company  at  Liverpool  do  the  labour;  process  of  weighing  there,  3315. 

Tne  com  was  previously  measured  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  3316-^20 Great 

difference  in  the  time  and  expense  and  difficulty  of  getting  through  the  business  of  the 

port  of  London  if  com  were  to  be  weighed  as  well  as  measured,  3321-3328 Duty  is 

always  paid  on  any  deficiency  of  corn  taken  out  of  bond,  3329,3330 Less  quanti^ 

of  coals  weighed  in  one  day  now  than  were  formerly  measured,  3331 Deficiency  in 

weighing  a  parcel  of  oil-cake,  from  its  being  weighed  into  warehouse  in  large  drafts  and 

weighed  out  in  small,  3332,  3333 General  opinion  in  London  that  it  is  fairer  and 

more  correct  to  sell  by  measure,  and  manner  in  which  it  is  sold  at  present,  showing  that 

weight  for  measure  is  known,  3334-3341 Further  evidence  upon  the  correctness  of 

meters,  shown  from  the  difference  of  com  measured  out  from  granaries  after  layine  some 

considerable  time,  3342 ^Difference  in  value  between  a  given  quantity  of  light  and 

heavy  red  wheat,  3343-3346 Rates  of  meterage,  London^  3346. 

Dumbartonshire.    Report  from  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of 

selling  com  therein,  App.  p.  31 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual 

stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  countv*  ^pp^p.  56 Queci^ 

made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  nars  in  this  coun^,  ^pp. 

p.  54— —Abstract  of  answera  to  those  queries,  App.p.  58 Striking  fiars  coounenced 

in  this  county  in  1749,  App.  p.  73. 

Dumfries.    Report  from  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  deputies  or  substitutes,  of  the  difiEsr- 

.   ent  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  therein,  App.p.  31 Return  from  the  coIle<^or 

or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities 
of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  dn^  under 

Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual 

stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  yeare  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.p. 56 Queries- 
made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  th^  mode  of  striking  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 

Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App,  p.  58 Striking  fiars  commenced  in 

this  county  in  1629,  App.p.  73. 

Dundalk.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of.com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting 
duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  Jpp.  p.  40. 

DundaSf  Charles,  Esq.  Letter  from  him,  dated  7th  December  1795,  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  tiie  high  price  of  corn,  recommending  the  adoption 
of  weight  as  a  regulator  of  measure,  App.p.  1. 

Dundee.  Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of 
the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.4,  c.  60,  App.p.  39. 

Dunkin,  Henry,  Letter  from  him  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  relative  to  the  sale 
of  corn  in  the  port  of  London,  and  the  use  of  hoih  weight  and  measure,  App.p.^x. 

Dunletne. 
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Dunlevie,  C.  T.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Corn-factor  at  Liverpool,  1616,  1617 

Dealing  between  Ireland  and  England  as  to  corn  is  by  weight,  1619-1623 Quantity 

of  all  Kinds  of  grain,  distinguishing  each,  imported  into  Liverpool,  1830  to  1833,  1625 

Quantity  which  arrived  from  Ireland  during  the  abovementioned  period,  1626 

Process  of  weighing  com  in  Liverpool,  1630 Great  practical  use  of  having  one 

uniform  system  throughout  the  country,  1636 ^Uniform  weight  less  liable  to  fraud 

than  measure,  1637 ^Variations  which  may  be  occasioned  by  skilful  use  of  the  chon- 

drometer,  1638-1648 Farmers  in  general  do  not  stand  upon  fair  terms  with  a  skilful 

com  dealer  in  measuring  their  com,  1661 Weight  less  liable  to  fraud  than  measure, 

1662 Weight  would  be  the  best  change  to  procure  an  uniform  system,  1665 

Report  of  the  number  of  quarters,  and  the  average  price,  of  corn  and  grain,  sold  in  the 
several  counties  of  England  and  Wales  (including  towns)  which  govem  duty,  week 
ending  16  May  1834, 1671. 

Measure  is  more  liable  to  fraud  than  weight,  1680 Quantity  of  flour  that  wheat 

will  produce  the  best  criterion  of  its  value,  1685 Com  might  be  sold  by  cwt.,  and  yet 

the  weight  per  measure  referred  to,  as  in  the  Commissariat  contract,  1699 ^  fixed 

scale  is  no  guide  to  Quality^  but  a  mere  arbitrary  quantity^  1706 ^Accuracy  of  present 

averages  at  Liverpool  as  struck  by  Mr.  Banner,  1713 But  all  accuracy  depends  on 

the  honest  returns  made  of  sales,  1716 Greater  accuracy  could  be  obtained  by  weight 

than  measure,  1719 Witness   would  recommend  that  all   returns  of  corn  that  is 

imported  from  foreign  ports  should  be  made  with  reference  to  weight  instead  of  measure, 

1738 Corn  affected  by  weather,  1740-1743 No  objection   to  selling  malt  by 

weight  as  well  as  other  grain,  1744 A  uniform  system  should  be  introduced;  that 

system  should  be  weight,  1748*1753 Manner  in  which  quotations  should  be  made 

under  a  weight  system,  1759. 

Comments  of  Mr.  Sandars  on  evidence  of  Mr.  Dunlevie,  1765-1772. 

Dunlop,  George.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)^Corn  distiller  at  Linton,  Leith  and  Finsbury 

Circus,  London,  3870 In  Haddington  and  Edinburgh,  corn  is  sold  by  the  quarter;  in 

Haddington  and  Dunbar  markets,  it  is  sold  by  the  boll,  which  is  half  a  quarter,  3877 

Great  inconvenience  from  the  diversities  in  the  mode  of  selling  com,  3878-3880 : 

Manner  in  which  weight  per  measure  is  ascertained  by  weighing  a  small  portion,  3881- 

3884 If  the  quotations  expressed  the  description,  with  the  weight  and  price,  it  would 

give  great  trouble,  with  adequate   good,  3885-3887 Proposition  for  altering  the 

weights  and  measures  to  the  imperial  quenrter  and  bushel,  and  detining  the  cwt.,  3888 
No  objection  to  an  enactment  that  weight  per  measure  should  be  stated,  3889. 

Durham,  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 
selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  prac- 
tices of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  16. 

Dutch  and  French  Weights  and  Measures.  Calculation  showing  the  manner  in  which  Dutch 
and  French  weights  and  measures  are  reduced  into  English,  Page  2205. 

Duty  on  Com.     In  what  m$inner  the  alteration  from  measure  to  weight  would  affect  the 

duty,  Cooke  86-89 Necessity  for  altering  the  scale  of  duties  if  weight  were  substituted 

for  measure,  which  might  be  obviated  by  adding  the  weight  to  the  present  system,  Cooke 
103-110         Great  difficulty  in  forming  a  scale  of  duties  if  weight  aione  were  introduced, 

the  same  land  producing  a  different  weight  in  different  years,  Cooke  126-132 ^The 

proposed  system  would  have  no  effect  on  the  scale  of  duty,  Cooke  178,  179 How  far 

weight  alone  would  interfere  with  com  duties,  £055417. 

If  under  a  fixed  duty,  weight  must  be  regulated  in  a  particular  manner,  Bass  457 

Why  duty  would  be  collected  more  correctly  on  weignt  than  according  to  the  present 

rem,  Ste€td  740,  741 Manner  in  which  duty  on  weight  should  be  calculated,  Saw- 
2100-2110 Disadvantage  of  the  same  auty  being  paid  at  present  on  the  best 

and  worst  com,  and  whether  that  would  be  equalized  by  a  duty  per  weight,  Jacob  2800- 

2802 ^A  scale  of  weight  can  only  be  an  approximation ;  standard  that  should  be 

adopted,  Jac(A  2803-2805. 

A  return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  Customs,  at  each  of  the  several 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  at 
such  ports  are  ascertained,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  the  duty  imposed  by 
the  Act  of  9  Ceo.  4,  c.  60,  on  the  different  kinds  of  corn  imported,  App*  p.  38. 

See  also  Averages.      Com  Returns.      Malt.      Weights  and  Measures.. 

E. 

East  Lothian.    Note  relative  to  the  mode  of  striking  fiars  in,  App.  p.  70-72. 

Edinburgh  Market.    Manner  in  which  the  sale  of  com  is  regulated  in  the  Edinburgh  market. 

Stead  745 Selling  by  weight  alone,  and  weight  per  bushel,  is  coming^ into  practice  in 

the  Edinburgh  and  Ayrshire  markets,  Cra^  3184-3189.  3192, 3193 -Keport  from  she- 
riffs or  Stewarts,  their  deputies  or  substitutes,  of  the  diflferent  customs  or  practices  of 
Belling  com  therein,  App.  p.  31 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evi- 
dence for  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App. p.  49 Defects  in  the  Edinburgh  system 

of  striking  the  fiars,  App.  p.  51 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual 

stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56 Queries 

msule  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  Aj>p.p»  54 

Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  jipp*  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  of 

fiars  commenced  in  this  county,  App.  p.  73 Fiars  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh.  1753 — 

1828  inclusive,  App.  p.  76.  ^^ 
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Egremont.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  different  weights  and  measures  utfed  in  tfae 

practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs 

and  practices  of  selling  corn  there^  App.p.  ig. 

Elginshire.    Report  from  sheriff  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  therebi, 

App.p.  32 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the 

fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  49 ^Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  ▼ictoal 

stipend  of  16  chalders,  lor  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56— — Queries 
made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  nars  in  this  county,  App. 
P'  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  50. . 

Eliza,  Ship.    Documents  relative  to  the  delivery  of  the  collier  ship  Eliza,  App.  p.  43. 

Ely,  Isle  of.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 

the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different 

customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  at,  App.p*  10. 

EngHsh  Wheat.    English  wheat  heavier  than  Irish,  Scotch,  or  Foreign,  Sandars  1469 

Not  so  good  as  French,  Page  4017. 

Essex.    See  Kent  and  Essex.      Transit  of  Com.     Weighing-machine. 

Europe,  North  of.    See  QuotiUions,  3. 

Excise.    See  Malt  Duty. 

Exeter.    Corn  inspector's  return  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App. 

p.  26 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 

of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained,  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p.  38. 

Experiments.    Pages  of  a  work  published  by  witness,  in  which  the  result  of  his  ezperiaieBls 

upon  weights  and  measures  are  to  be  found,  Pasley  3229 Experiment  made  for  the 

purpose  of  determining  the  deviations  to  which  measurement  is  liable  by  different  modes 

of  introducing  the  gram  into  the  measure,  il/7(fer50/i  3624, 3625 Eiperimeuts  upon  the 

relation  between  the  enlargement  of  the  grain  and  the  addition  which  it  receives  to  its 
weight  from  the  influence  of  atmospheric  vapour,  Anderson  3626. 

Exportation  of  Corn.     Exportation  of  wheat  from  Ireland  increasing,  Christian  11247,  ^''^ 

livan  2553 Com  is  always  kilu-dried  4n  Limerick  prior  to  exportation,  Roche  2472- 

2481- For  exportation,  com  is  kiln^dried,  and  brimstone  used  to  colour  it,  SMlltvom 

2556. 

See  also  Barley.    Dantzic.     Importation.     Yarmouth. 

F. 

Factors.    See  Corn-factors. 

Fakenham.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  differcf^t  customs  or  practices  of  selEog 
com  there,  App.  p.  12. 

Falmouth.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port 
of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  levying  and  collecting  auty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Fahe  Balances.  Method  of  detecting  false  balances,  extracted  from  a  report  to  William 
Boswell,  Esq.  sheriff  depute  of  Berwickshire,  App.  p.  84. 

Fareham.    Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  coin 

there,  App.  p.  28. 
Fai-mers.    Whether  it  would  be  a  hardship  on  the  farmer  to  be  compelled  to  have  proper 

weights,  Cooke  204,  205 Farmers  are  generally  averse  to  .improvements,  though  of 

benefit  to  themselves,  Bass  355 Obliging  farmers  to  make  retums  might  lead  to  coo- 
fusion,  Bass  442 Benefits  experienced  by  the  proposed  system  would  reconcile  brmeis 

to  the  change,  Bass  443 By  the  proposed  change  the  farmer  would  be  more  benefited 

by  the  general  advantages  than  he  will  lose  by  individual  inconvenience,  Bass  498-501 

The  fanner  has  not  the  same  means  of  making  up  his  losses  as  the  dealer  or  tbe 

baker,  ibass  532-536  If  the  farmers,  not  keeping  weights  themselves,  trost  to  the 
weights  of  the  factors,  there  would  not  be  much  fear  of  fraud  by  the  factors,  Bass  537- 
543 — ^-Average  quantity  of  a  farmer's  sale  at  market,  Stead  614. 

Weight  will  give  farmers  a  greater  cheque  upon  their  servants.  Stead  666 Lai]E« 

farmers  in  ^Norfolk  approve  of  tne  change  to  weight,  and  manner  in  which  tbe  difficulties 

with  the  small  farmers  might  be  overcome.  Stead  764 Hove  far  the  use  of  measure 

with  the  weight  per  measure  would  cause  a  rivalry  between  farmers  in  the  production  of 
good  corn,  and  reform  the  character  of  farming,  Rep.  p.  11,  Blurton  2904-2913,  Wtib 

3380.  3383-3385 Farmers  selling  corn  by  weight  do  not  generally  measure  it,  Craig 

3168-3173 A  ^reat  many  farmers  have  only  half  bushels  on  their  premises,  Webb  3042 

Scales  and  weights  more  in  use  by  them  than  formerly,  Webb  3403 Com  is  usuallv 

measured    into   sacks  by  the  farmers  in  the  midland  counties,  after  threshing,  Wew 

3404-3407 Respectability  of  farmers   in  Perthshire,  Anderson  3688 Course  of 

traffic  traced  from  the  farmer  to  the  consumer.  Rep.  p.  xiii. 

See  also  Corn-factors,    Granaries.     Quotations.    Sale  of , Corn.    Weights  and  Measnra. 

Farms^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Com;  i83l».]  FAR  FIA  [19    w 

Farms,  Ireland.  Size  of  forms  in  neighbourhood  of  Sligo,  Christian  2382-2385 — ^Size 
of  farms  round  Limerick^  Roche  2448 Size  of  farms  m  Kilkenny,  Sullivan  2547. 

Feamside,  William  Gray.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — Agent  for  the  sale  of  foreign  grain, 
944 Cause  of  the  charter  of  privileges  granted  to  Kent  and  Essex,  948-950 Ori- 
gin of  corn-factors,  950 Methods  of  quotation  in  use  in  London,  952 Description 

of  metage  imd  norteraije  in  London,  953 A  table  of  metage  paid  by  the  Winchester 

measure,  with  the  addition  for  imperial  at  the  foot  of  each  scale,  on  corn  or  seed,  953 

Buyers  charges  on  corn  and  seed  in  all  cases,  953 Advantage  of  the  method 

of  metage  and  porterage  of  London,  965-964 ^There  is  little  difference  in  the  time 

and  trouble  of  weighing  or  measuring,  965-967- — Weight  is  always  preferable  to 

measure,  068 Manner  in  which   com  returns  are  made  to  the  inspectors  by  the 

factors  and  agents,  969-985 ^'ature  of  the  tickets  which  pass  between  factor  luid 

purchaser,  9^. 

Memorandum  of  contract  for  purchase  of  corn  at  a  distance,  988 Entry  is  only 

made  in  the  returns  of  com  actually  sold  and  delivered,  989-998 Expense  of  freight- 
age and  other  shipping  chains  on  a  quarter  of  corn  shipped  from  Ireland,  1001-1003 

Copies  of  Mark-lane  sale  notes,  1004-1009 Manner  in  which  sales  are  effected 

between  parties  without  the  interference  of  an  agent,  1010 Com  in  London  prin-^ 

cipally  sold  by  sample,  1011-1013 Com  is  measured  as  often  as  it  changes  hands, 

1014, 1015 ^Evilsof  the  plan  adopted  in  Mark-lane  of  giving  the  purchaser  till  ten 

o'clock  on  the  next  market-day  to  complete  his  purchase,  1016-1022 Description 

of  instrument  by  which  the  quality  of  com  is  tested  in  bulk,  1023-1027 Manner  in 

which  quotations  are  published  by  the  inspector,  1031-1033. 

System  of  sale  practised  at  Hull,  Bristpl,  and  Lynn,  1035,  1036 Practice  of  sale 

Adopted  in  foreign  markets,  1037-1043 Manner  in  which  sales  may  be  made  twice 

over,  to  falsify  the  averages,  1044-1046 Course  of  dealing  between  Hamburgh  and 

this  country,  1047-1052 Great  evils  of  the  diversities  of  weights  and  measures  in 

this  country,  1053-1055 Consequent  necessity  for  uniformity,  I055-1062 Advan- 
tages of  a  system  of  weight  and  measure  combined,  1063-1078.  1093,  1107-1119.  1154- 

1162.  1212-1222.  1227 How  far  in  markets  where  weight  and  measure  are  used  the 

quality  and  value  of  the  corn  is  denoted,  1094- How  far  there  are  general  complaints 

Against  the  system  of  measure  at  present,  and  by  what  parties,  1 120*1 1 23. 

Advantage  to  render  weight  ana  measure  compulsory,  1 126-1 144 Method  adopted 

in  the  Liverpool  market,  1145-1151 Reasons  sellers  do  not  complain  of  want  of  uni- 
formity as  well  as  purchasers,  1152,  1153 Why  any  bad  condition  of  the  com  would 

not  frustrate  the  argument  in  favour  of  the  combined  system,  1163-1170— —Manner 
in  which  a  standard  weight  Would  be  in  favour  of  the  foreign  importer,  but  not  grower, 

1174-1178 What  foreign  wheat  weighs  heaviest,  1179-1183- Frauds  that  are 

coinmitted  under  the  measuring  system,  1186-1190— enactments  that  should  take 

place  to  bring  into  universal  use  the  combined  system,  1191-1195 How  far  sacks 

should  contain  a  certain  quantity,  1 196-1202— ^Manner  in  which  the  combined  system 
would  affect  the  Liverpool  trade,  Ii45-ii5i.  1204-1210— Weight  should  be  subser- 
vient to  measure,  1^29 Causes  why  a  written  contract  is  objectionable  in  tiie  London 

market;  a  sale  ticket  should  always  be  given;  what  it  should  contain,  1231-1240. 

Fellows,  John  Michael.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence ) — How  far  farmers  in  Derbyshire  sell  by 

weight  for  market,  and  in  what  manner  bargains  are  made,  1789-1792 Different 

measures  that  are  used  at  Nottingham,  Newark,  Lincoln,  &c.  1793^17955 Particulars 

AS  to  measuring  lightly  and  heavily,  and  as  to  plan  in  Derbyshire  of  making  threshers 
measure  through  a  sieve  for  their  being  paid,  in  order  to  prevent  light  measurement, 

1797-1811 Wish  of  the  farmers  for  an  uniform  standard;  wish  generally  in  favour 

x>f  weight  only  for  sale,  1812-1825 Fear  that  in  the  event  of  weight  and  measure 

being  combined  bargains  might  be  thrown  up  for  trifling  causes  of  deficiency  of  weight, 
and  whether  that  might  not  be  obviated  by  an  understanding  at  the  time  of  sale,  1826- 

1856 How  far  a  wish  among  the  farmers  for  an  altemtion  in  the  system,  1857-1861 

•^-—Interest  of  the  corn-factor  in  upholding  the  present  system,  1862. 

If  bargains  are  concluded  by  weight,  there  must  be  great  accuracy  in  the  weight,  if  to 
be  inserted  in  inspector's  returns,  1 863-1 867-^ — There  should  be  one  column  in  the 

return  for  damaged  com,  1869,  1870 Highest  weight  per  Imperial  bushel  known, 

1871-1873 Further  evidence  as  to  the  difference  per  lb.  between  light  and  heavy 

measuring,  1874-1876 Deceptions  in  returns  should  be  remedied  by  British  com 

being  only  returned  by  the  grower  and  first  purchaser,  1877 Necessity  for  one  uni- 
form measure,  1878-1882 Corn  cannot  be  sold  solely  by  weight  at  present,  as  the 

return  must  specify  measure,  1884-1886 ^If  weight  coupled  with  measure,  the  standard 

must  be  altered  after  each  harvest,  1887-1889 Reason  fraud  could  not  take  place  in 

weighing,  shown  by  the  trial  of  coal  scales,  1889-1890 Sale  of  coal  now  takes  place 

by  weight,  which  system  is  much  preferred,  1891-1894. 

Fellowship  Porters.  Nature  of  the  office  of  fellowship  porter,  and  in  what  manner  they  are 
paid,  UiM^o/t  3488-3494 A  bond  is  given  by  the  fellowship  porters  which  continue^ 

-     after  they  are  appointed  meters,  Ruston  3495-3498 Average  earnings  of  porters 

formerly  and  at  present,  Ruston  3501* 

Fiar  Prices,     Difficulties  in  striking  fiars  from  diversity  of  weights  and  measures,  Tf^i750it 

2664-2668 General   accuracy  of  the  fiar   prices,  Anderson  3660.  3942-3947 
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Fiar  Prices— continued. 
A  regular  return  is  made  of  the  fiar  prices  by  the  sheriff  of  every  county,  or  bis  rab- 

stitute,  to  Uie  comptroller  in  London,  Jnderson  3667 Improvements  introduced  in  the 

practice  of  taking  the  fiars,  Andersfm  3672 ^Copies  of  the  reports  of  tiie  committee  of 

the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars,  of  the 
date  1830  and  1831,  with  the  relative  queries  and  abstracts ;  Pari,  papers.  No.  259,  Sess. 

1834,  ordered  to  be  printed  1  May  1834,  App.p.  49 -Report  of  1830,  App.p.  49 

Report  of  1 832,  App.v.  53 Observations  by  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  on 

the  mode  of  striking  nars,  App.  p.  60 Note  relative  to  the  date  of  striking  fiars,  App. 

jp.  y^ Note  relative  to  the  early  origin  and  commencement  of  fiars  in  Scotland,  Am. 

p,  73 Fiar  prices  of  oatmeal  for  six  years,  crop  1823 — 1828,  both  inclusive,  App, p.  05. 

Hetitious  Sales.     Fictitious  sales  do  not  take  place  npw ;  they  have  formerly,  but  always 

with  a  view  to  averages.  Page  1436 They  never  take  place  when  duty  is  bigh»  Sdm- 

dars  1545-1548 ^They  would  not  be  prevented  by  the  growers  making  returns.  Page 

1439, 1440 Any  attempt  at  falsifying  averages  would  be  easily  discovered,  Jacob 

2775>  2776 Inducement  to  falsify  averages  by  fictitious  sales  is  now  done  away  with, 

Jacob  2787-2790. 

Fifeshire.  Report  from  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  deputies  or  substitutes,  of  the  different 
customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  in  this  county,  Jpp.  p.  34 Manner  of  summon- 
ing witnesses,  nnd  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  49 

Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10 

years  prior  to  1829,  App.  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode 

of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54« Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries, 

App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking 'fiars  commenced  in  this  county,  App.  p.  73. 

Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Opinion  of  vntness  upon  letters  from  Mr.  Fitzsimons  of  Waterfofd,  in 
which  he  gives  the  details  of  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  com,  Page  4014. 

Fhur,  Bran,  Sfc.  Table  showing  the  quantity  of  flour,  bran,  &c«  yielded  from  100  Perth- 
shire bolls,  or  50  Imperial  quarters  of  wheat,  Anderson  3642 Comparison  of  the  qua- 
lity of  flour  according  to  weight  of  com.  Rep.  p.  x.,  Page  4017. 

Foreign  Com.  Importation  of  foreign  corn  generally  takes  place  by  measure  with  quota- 
tions by  weight.  Stead  719, 720— What  foreign  wheat  wei&chs  heaviest,  Feamdde  1 179- 

1183 Statement  showing  that  foreign  wheat  can  now  Be  imported  at  a  lower  price 

dian  contemplated,  Dow$on  3762 By  which  transactions  the  8peculat<ics  in  foreign 

grain  are  the  gainers,  Dowson  3764.  ^ 

See  also  Imperial  BusheL    Importation. 

Foreign  Markets.    Practice  of  sale  adopted  in  foreign  markets,  Feamside  1Q37*1043. 

Forfar.  Report  from  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  deputies  and  substitutes,  of  the  different 
customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  in  this  county,  App.  p.  34 Manner  of  summon- 
ing witnesses  and  receiving  evidence,  and  striking  the  nars»  in  this  county,  App.  p.  50 

Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10 

years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56 ^Queries  made  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answen 

to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  of  fiars  commenced  in  this 

county,  App.  p.  73. 

Four  Lane  Ends,  Cheshire.  Report  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices 
of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  20. 

France.    Number  of  different  measures  used  in  France  formerly,  and  decree  of  Conventioo 

of  1793  establishing  uniformity,  Pa^e  1246 List  of  different  corn  measures  fonno^ly 

in  use  in  France,  with  the  names  ot  the  places  where  they  were  used,  and  the  contents 
of  each  measure  in  French  cubic  inches.  Page  4034. 
See  also  French  Averages.     Corn,  2. 

fVaud.    Comparison  as  to  the  greater  or  less  liability  to  fraud  in  weight  and  measure. 

Rep.  p.  xvi.-xix. Comparison  between  weight  and  measure  as  to  liability  to  fhiud  in 

respect  of  defect  in  the  machinery,  and  in  the  difference  of  skill  or  care.  Rep.  p.  xvtL 

In  the  event  of  the  combined  system  being  adopted,  fraud  would  be  easily  detected 

by  weighing  only  a  certain  portion,  Bass  446-448 ^There  is  more  chance  of  fraud 

and  theft  in  weighing  than  measuring,  Page  1433, 1434 Weight  less  open  to  fraud 

than  measure,  Sandars  1452.  1584,  Dunlevie  1637. 1662. 1680,  Sandars  21 17 Reason 

fraud  could  not  take  place  in  weighing,  shown  by  the  trial  of  coal  scales,  Fellows 
1889,  1890— Some  frauds  may  take  place  in  weight  or  otherwise  on  farmers,  but 
dealings  generally  fair,  Roche  2424,  2425. 

Sometimes  fraudulent  shipments  made  from  Ireland  by  a  bill  of  lading  being  sent  with 

out  any  cargo,  Begbie  381 3 Better  corn  put  at  the  top  and  inferior  corn  at  the  bottom 

would  be  easily  detected,  Begbie  3815,  3816 Bills  of  lading  are  sometimes  sent  fi^m 

»     the  English  coast  before  any  cargo  is  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  raisingmoney,  B^bie 

38^9-3822 ImpossibiUty  of  fraud  being  committee!  in  measuring,  jPag^  4021 

More  chances  of  fraud  in  weighing  than  in  measuring,  Page  4023* 

See  also  Com,  2.    Sample  and  Sulk.     Uniformity.     Watermen,     Weight. 

Free  on  Board  Com.    See  Consignments. 

F^eig^age. 
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Freightage.  E^qpenses  of  freightage  and  other  shipping  charges  on  a  quarter  of  com 
shipped  from  Ireland,  Fearmide  1001-1003* 

French  Averages.  Manner  in  which  the  French  averages  are  taken,  which  only  give  infor- 
mation as  to  price,  and  do  not  state  quantity  sold,  Page  1347-1255— —Table  of  the  price 
of  grain  from  regulating  the  import  and  export  duties,  according  to  the  laws  of  France 

of  April  15, 1832,  and  April  26, 1833,  drawn  up  30  April  1834,  ^^  ^203 ^Reduction 

into  English  measure  and  prices  of  a  copy  of  the  Official  Return  of  the  average  prices 
of  wheat  in  France,  Page  401 2. 

French  Corn  Merchant.  In  what  manner  the  French  corn  merchant  is  guided  by  the  weight 
of  wheat.  Page  1256-1261. 

French  Flour  and  ff  heat.    Superiority  of  them  over  English,  Page  4017. 

French  Weights.    See  Dutch  and  French  Weights. 

Frivolous  Prosecutions.    Means  that  have  been  taken  to  check  frivolous  prosecutions  by 
inspectors,  Jacob  2756-2763. 
See  also  Inspectors. 

Frome.  Return  from  corn  inspectors  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 
there,  App.  p.  25. 

G. 

Gainsborough.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 

the  practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspector  of  Uie  different 

customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  13. 

General  Assembly.    See  Church  Assembfy,  Scotland. 

Gillespy,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Statement  relative  to  the  mode  pursued  in 
measuring  coals  in  London,  2930— ^Charge  is  3  J.  per  ton  for  discharging  coals,  2930 

Uncertainty  of  the  weight  of  different  sorts  of  coal,  2933 Mode  m  which  the 

machine  operates,  2938 ^This  machine  might  be  of  more  use  in  measuring  com,  29^ 

Present  mode  of  weighing  coal  is  approvA  of  by  the  trade^  and  executed  with 

great  facilitVi  2941 ^Witness  has  no  douot  that  the  machine,  or  a  machine  of  a  similar 

nature,  might  be  made  to  adapt  itself  to  the  craft  that  bring  corn  from  Kent  and  Essex, 

2950.  *  • 

Gilkspuy  Thomas.  Statement  delivered  in  by  Mr*  Gillespy,  in  answer  to  question  2930, 
relative  to  tjie  delivery  of  coals,  App. p.  42. 

Clanford  Bridge.     Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures 

used  in  the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspector  of  the 

different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  therein,  App.  p.  13. 

(ilajBgow.  In  Glasgow,  farmers  sell  their  grain  by  measure  and  weight  combined,  WUson 
o66i.»..Com  sold  by  weight  in  Glasgow,  on  account  of  the  dealings  with  Ireland,  and 

the  millers  preferring  to  buy  by  weight,  Craig  3056-3072 Quantity  of  com  imported 

into  Glasgow  from  the  east  and  west  coasts,  the  former  of  which  is  sold  hj  measore, 

Craig  3073-3079 Except  as  regards  wheat,  Craig  3100-3102 Grain  is  sold  by 

measure  on  account  of  its  being  brought  in  that  manner,  and  Uiere  being  no  check  upon 
the  ship-master,  unless  the  ship  is  discharged  in  the  same  way  as  loaded,  Crai^  3081— — » 
in  case  of  refusal  to  sell  by  weight,  manner  in  which  the  weight  per  measure  is  acted  on 
during  the  discharge  of  the  cargo,  Craig  3082.  3090. 

How  far  weight  per  measure  is  taken  into  calculation  in  transactions  in  com  in  the 

Glasgow  market,  Craig  3096-3105 Manner  of  discharging  com  vesseler  at  Glasgow 

by  weighing,  with  regard  to  the  quantity  that  can  be  weighed  per  day,  the  number  of 
men  employed,  and  the  expense,  and  also  a  description  of  scales,  Craig  3106-3124 
Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the 
mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
and  collecting  the  duty  imposed  by  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39- — Defects  in  the 
Glasgow  system  of  striking  the  fiars,  App.  p.  51. 

See  also  Quotations. 

Glasgow  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  Board  thinks  it  of  great  importance  that  com,  &c.  should 
be  sold  by  weight,  WiUon  2670. 

Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerce.   The  Chamber  thinks  it  of  great  importance  that  com,  tuc 

should  be  sold  by  weieht,  Wilson  2670 Provisions  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  sale  of 

com  approved  of  by  tne  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Glasgow,  Wilson  2709, 

Gloucester.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 

selling  com,  Bass  294 Retum  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices 

of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  24 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of 

the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are 
ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c  60, 
Jpp.  p.  38. 
517.  c  3  Goole. 
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Gook.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained^  for  the  purpxe 
of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Government  Contracts.    Government  contracts  are  made  by  measure  and  weight  combined, 
Cooke  254-256,  Ba$$  352. 
See  Commissariat  Contracts.     tJaty  Contracts. 

Grain.    See  Corn.     Imperial  Measure. 

Granaries.    Weight  more  advantage  to  farmers  in  depositing  corn  in  granaries  in  prevent* 

ing  fraud.  Stead  665 Account  of  the  quantities  of  wheat  delivered  from  granary, 

1814  to  1833  both  incrusive,  with  the  gross  and  average  losses  per  cent,  for  each  year 

from  remaining  in  granary,  and  aggregate  average  1814  to  1833,  Palmer  2991 Size 

of  granaries  in  London,  Palmer  3000— A  bushel  here  and  there  of  all  com  which 
comes  into  the  granary  of  witness's  firm,  is  both  weighed  and  measured.  Palmer  3014 
Loss  in  weight  and  increase  in  measure  that  will  take  place  by  keeping  com  in 
granaries,  Begbie  3844-3849. 

Grangemouth.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collect- 
ing duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p.  39. 

Greenock.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting 
duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Grimsby.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose 
of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 

Growers.    Evils  of  retums  being  made  by  the  growers  to  the  inspectors,  Page  1437-1441 

Deceptions  in  retums  should  be  remedied  1^  British  corn  bein^  only  retomed  by 

the  srower  and  first  purchaser.  Fellows  1877*^ — -Difficulty  and  addiuooal  expense  that 

would  be  incurred  by  ^rowers  making  the  returns,  Jacob  9786 Advantage  which 

would  attend  the  plan,  if  growers  instead  of  merchants  should  deliver  the  return  jbo  in- 
spectors, Doujson  3757t  3758.  3766. 

Omldford.    It  is  a  pitched  market  for^ale  of  corn,  Page  1276 Retum  from  com  in* 

spectbr  pf  di0erent  cnstoias  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  8. 


H. 

jffaddington  Market.  In  Haddington  and  Edinburgh  corn  is  sold  by  the  quarter ;  in  Had«- 
dington  and  Dunbar  markets  it  is  sold  by  the  boil,  which  is  half  a  quarter,  Dunlop  3877 
—Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the  Cars  in 

this  county,  App.  p.  49. Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend 

of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56- — Queries  made 
by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 

Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58 Note  relative  to  mode  of 

striking  fiars  in  Haddingtonshire  or  county  of  East  Lothian,  Jpp.  pp.  70,  71,  72. 

fladleigh.  Retum  from  corn  inspector  of  the  diflferent  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App^p.  11. 

Hamburgh.  Course  of  dealing  between  Hamburgh  and  this  country;  how  far  weis^ht  and 
measure  are  both  used,  and  manner  in  which  quotations  are  made  public,  Feamsi&  1047- 
1052. 

Jiarleston.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 
com  there,  4pP'P*  12. 

Harwich.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose 
of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9.  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p.  38, 

fjavant.  Retum  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selUng  com 
there,  App.  p.  28. 

Haverfordwest.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 
com  there,  App,  p.  24. 

Pelston.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  il/>p.  |>.  27. 

Heritors.    See  Act  of  Sederunt. 

Hertford.     Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Contents  of  the  load  of  corn  therein,  Bass  293 

Jletum  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  in, 
4pp.  p.  8. 

Hertfordshire. 
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Hertfordshire.    Contents  of  a  load  of  different  descriptions  of  com  therein,  Cooke  ^. 

Hexham.    Contents  of  the  boll  used  in  the  sale  of  corn  therein,  Cooke  7 Contents  of  the 

bushel,  Bass  293«— — -Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures 

used  in  the  practice  of  selling:  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspector  of  different 

customs  and  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  17. 

Holland.    As  a  proof  of  the  necessity  of  weight,  most  merchants  carry  a  small  pair  of 

scales  with  them,  which  practice  is  very  general  in  Holland,  Bass  350, 3^51 Number 

of  different  measures  in  Holland  formerly,  and  particulars  of  Act  of  Uniformity  passed 

in  1816,  Page  1246 In  Holland  they  sell  by  combining  weight  and  measure  together. 

Palmer  ^2989 A  list  of  different  corn  measures  formerly  in  use  in  Holland,  with  the 

names  of  the  places  where  they  were  used,  and  their  contents  in  French  cubic  inches, 

Page  4033 In  Holland,  where  the  combined  system  prevails,  there  is  less  disputing 

than  in  England,  Page  4053. 
See  also  Amsterdam. 

Holt.    Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there, 
App.  p.  12, 

Howden.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 
there,  App.  p.  15. 

Hoymeti.    Necessity  for  protection  against  fraud  by  those  intrasted  with  the  carrying 

com.  Rep. p.  xv. How  far  hoymen  are  employeid  at  Yarmouth  in  the  conveyance  of 

com,  Stead  612 How  far  complaints  by  farmers  of  losses  through  hoymen,  Stead 

672-675. 

Hall.    Manner  in  which  weight  and  measure  are  used  therein  for  the  sale  of  com,  Cooke  7 

^Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 

there,  App.  p.  16 Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at 

the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained,  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 
See  Quotations,  3.    Sale  of  Corn. 

JHumber.    See  Sale  of  Com.     Transit  of  Com. 

Huntingdon.     Contents  of  the  load  and  quarter  therein,  Cooke  7 Return  from  corn 

inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  at,  App.  p.  lo. 

Hurcombf  John.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clerk  of  the  Com-Meters*  office,  3436 

Appointment  of  corn-meters ;  number  of  working  meters  and  others ;  by  whom  the  board 

of  principal  corn-meters  are  appointed,  3437-3442 Constitution  of  the  cqal  and 

corn  committee,  and  by  whom  appointed,  3443*3444 Description  of  persons  that  are 

appointed  to  the  office  of  meter ;  they  are  all  sworn,  3445-3448 Jurisdiction  of  the 

senior  meters  in  appointing  the  work  of  the  juniors ;  cases  of  misconduct  are  reported 
upon  by  the  board  of  meters  to  the  corn  and  coal  committee,  who  dismiss  the  indivi* 

dual,  3450-3467 Only  two  cases  of  fraud  by  meters  in  100  years,  3468-3473 

Cases  of  drunkenness,  if  discovered,  will  cause  dismissal,  3475,  3476— —Whether  the 
City  of  London  would  raise  objection  t(r  have  their  corporation  dues  collected  upon 
weight  instead  of  measure,  in  the  event  of  an  alteration,  3477-3485. 

I. 

Imperial  Bushel.    Mistake  in  the  directions  given  by  Mr.  Jacob  to  the  inspectors,  and 
now  far  in  consequence  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  with  respect  to  the  proportions  of 

the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  bushel,  Bass  438,  439 Inconvenience  of  tne  Imperial 

flat  bushel  causes  the  use  of  the  drum  or  knee  bushel ;  they  are  the  same  in  their  cubical 

contents,  but  there  is  a  difference  between  them  in  measuring  oats,  Stead  630,  631 

Highest  weight  per  Imperial  bushel  known.  Fellows  1871-1873 Examination  upon 

the  shape  of  bushel  measures ;  difference  between  the  Drum,  the  Imperial  and  the 
Winchester,  and  necessity  for  uniformity  therein,  fVebb  3394-340O. 

Imperial  Measure.    Rendering  the  use  of  the  Imperial  measure  imperative  would  not 

correct  the  evils  of  the  present  system,  Cooke  11 Antipathy  to  tne  use  of  any  thing 

new  is  the  cause  of  the  Imperial  measure  not  being  universally  adopted,  Cooke  12, 13 

Duty  of  the  com  inspectors  to  reduce  their  sales  to  the  Imperial  measure,  but 

doubts  whether  it  is  always  done,  Cooke  93-98 Scale  in  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  for 

reducing  sales  of  corn  by  weight  to  the  Imperial  measure^  Cooke  100 How  far  the 

dissatisraction  of  farmers  at  the  use  of  the  Imperial  measure  was  from  selling  a  larger 
quantity  at  a  less  price,  Cooke  206,  207*— Manner  in  which  Bill  before  Parliament  for 
enacting  the  use  of  the  Imperial  measure  will  not  prevent  diversities,  as  weight  or  iuea-> 
sure  may  be  indiscriminately  used  ;  places  ii^  which  the  different  systems  wUl  bear  out 
that  supposition,  and  whether  the  system  is  worse  where  there  are  no  inspectors  than 
where  tnere  are,  Bass  300-309. 

£xtracts  from  corn  returns,  showing  the  mode  of  converting  various  measures  into 

Imperial  measure  by  insi'ec^ors  of  corn  returns,  Bass  438 There  would  be  little 
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Imperial  Measure — continued. 

difficulty  in  effecting  an  exact  compliance  viiih  the  Imperial  measure,  but  for  the  sape. 

riority  of  weight  over  measure,  Bass  46a,  463 ^There  being  doubts  as  to  the  Imperiil 

measure  bein;;  on  the  best  principle  caused  some  objection  to  its  enforcemeut,  Bass^^ 
465— —It  would  have  been  much  more  useful  to  farmers  had  it  been  made  compulsory 

at  first,  Ba«f  481 ^The  Imperial  should  be  the  standard  of  measure,  but  it  wodU  be 

impossible  to  fix  a  relation  between  measure  and  weights,  Bass  486-489,  Be^bie  3866- 

3870 Importation  of  foreign  com  to  Liverpool  is  by  Imperial  measure ;  it  is  receJTed 

in  bulk,  and  may  be  either  weighed  or  meaioredt  Lyon  881-883 Most  ikraiers  bare 

the  Imperial  measure  in  their  possession,  Craig  3165-3167 Greater  part  of  the  gnk 

in  Pertnshire  sold  by  Imperial  measure,  Andenom  3680,  3681 Proposition  for  alter- 
ing weights  and  measures  to  the  Imperial  quarter  and  bushel,  and  defining  the  ctt, 
DunlopzS86. 

Rule  for  the  conversion  of  Imperial  quantity  and  price  into  Winchester  measure,  and 

ticevers&f  App.p.  40 If  it  were  to  become  universal,  it  would  be  the  most  desinbk 

method  com  could  be  sold  by,  Dunkin,  App.p.  91. 

See  also  Imperial  ButkeL 

Imjpartatiom  of  Corn.    Comparison  between  the  importation  of  Foreign  and  Irish  corn 

into  Liverpool,  Lyon  884-888 Probable  annual  Quantity  of  wheat  imported  bto 

Liverpool,  1830  to  1833,  Sandart  147^ Quantity  or  all  kinds  of  grain,  distioguihiog 

each,  imported  into  Liverpool,  Dunlevie  1625* 

A  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  oflBcer  of  the  Customs,  at  each  of  ^ 
several  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  cors  ioh 
ported  at  such  port  are  ascertamed  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  the  doty 
imposed  by  the  Act  g  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  on  the  di£ferent  kinds  of  corn  imported,  Afp.f,ii 

Importers  of  Foreign  Com.    Weighing  com  would  be  as  ^reat  a  protection  to  the  importer 
as  the  weighing  coals  has  been,  Stead  710-*— Manner  in  which  a  standard  weight  would 
be  in  ftivour  ofthe  foreign  importer  but  not  grower,  Feamdde  1174-1178. 
See  also  Foreign  Com. 

Inland  Trannt  of  Corn.     See  Carriage  of  Com.     UverpooL     Transti  of  Com,    Wd^. 

Inspector  of  Com  Returns.  Mode  of  nroceeding  on  the  part  of  a  corn  inspector  in  Irehod 
on  discovering  faulty  com,  so  that  tne  grain  may  be  confiscated,  Ckristtan  4143 — So 

inspectors  in  Kilkenny-market,  Sullivan  2543 No  regular  instructions  |i?eD  to 

inspectors  ;  Act  of  Parliament  sent  them,  and  in  case  of  doubt,  the  opinion  of  the  hw 

oflBcer  ofthe  Board  of  Trade,  Jacob  2747 Copy  circular  to  stimulate  inspectors  sent 

by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  frivolous  prosecutions  caused  Uiereby,  Jacob  2747-2751 
'——Comptroller  has  no  power  of  dismissal  over  inspectors ;  by  whom  they  are  ap- 
pointed, Jacob  «770-378o- Whether  inspectors  should  be  appointed  in  all  markets, 

nlurton  2878-3881 Sales  should  be  entered  by  the  inspectors  in  a  book  before  tk 

parties,  Blurton  2886,  2887. 

Extract  from  returns  from  com  inspecto/s  of  the  customs  or  practices  of  sdlii^coni 
in  their  districts,  App.  p.  8^ — ^Rule  tor  conversion  of  Imperial  quantity  and  price ioto 
Windiester  measure,  and  vice  versa ;  given  ^y  Mr.  Jacob  to  inspectors  of  com  retmis, 
App.  p.  40. 

See  also  Frivolous  Prosecutions. 

Itsvemess-shire.  Report  from  sheriff  or  stewart,  or  their  deputies  or  substitute,  ofthe  dif- 
ferent customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  in  this  county,  App.  p.  35 Sutemeot  of 

the  average  annual  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this 

county,  App.p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking 

Uie  fiars  in  this  cotmty,  Jpp. p.  54 Abstract  of  aiiswers  to  those  queries,  App.p*  58- 

Ipewichm    Betum  from  com  inspector  ofthe  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 

at,  App.  p.  10- Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  oflBcer  of  the  customs  at  the 

port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App,  p.  38. 
See  Measuring  Com. 

Ireland: 

1.  Sale  of  Com  bu  Weight  therein. 
2*  Evils  of  intromcing  Measure  into  Ireland. 

3,  Advantage  of  introducing  Weight  per  Measure  into  Ireland,  for  the  Sskoi 
Com. 

1.  Sale  of  Com  by  Weight  therein: 

In  Ireland  all  description  of  com  sold  by  weight,  Cooke  1 16,  Lyon  828-830,  Sandan\0' 

1461, Dunlevie  1619-1623 Witness  buys  com  from  Ireland  under  contracts, roecifyio^' 

both  weight  and  measure,  and  by  sample,  Sandars  1485-1495 Manner  in  ^-nich  the 

com  trade  is  carried  on  between  farmer  and  merchant  in  Ireland,  Christian  22pr-^ 
Great  evil  of  the  trade  of  weighing ;  farmers  not  honestly  treated  by  merchants  in  using 

the  crane.  Christian  2267 Farmers  at  the  public  market  can  weigh  com  fiec  of 

expense,  Christian  2279,  2280 Manner  in  which  farmers  are  cheated  in  private  weigh- 
ing, Christian  2289— — ^These  frauds  might  be  avoided  by  public  weighing,  Chtstten 

2292 
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Ireland — continued.  .  . 

1.  Sale  of  Com  by  Weight  therein — continued. 

2292 There  is  no  charge  made  for  weighing  corn«  Christian  2302 Farmers  suffer 

considerable  loss  from  the  fraud  of  merchants  weighing  in  private  scales,  Christian  2388 
— ; — Weighing  corn  at  public  cranes  not  very  customary,  Roche  2438-— Quite  right 

that  farmers  should  have  the  opportunity  of  so  doing,  Roche  2440 Corn  buyers  and 

manufacturers  weigh  at  their  stores  or  mills,  Sullivan  2^73 ^There  is  no  diversity  of 

weights  in  Ireland,  Sullivan  2603 Different  modes  of  weighing  now  in  use,  5u//t- 

van  2621- England  and  Ireland  should  be  assimilated  aa  mudi  as  possible  as  to 

weights,  Sullivan  2638. 

2.  Evils  of  introducing  Measure  into  Ireland: 

Objections  which  would  be  felt  in  Ireland   to  the  adoption  of  measurement  as  a 

standard,  Roche  2486-2490,  2518 Testing  corn  by  measure,  would  afJTord  farmers 

no  additional  information  with  regard  to  avoiding  difficulties,  Sullivan  2618. 

3.  Advantage  of  introducing  Weightier  Measure  into  Ireland,  for  the  Sale  of  Com: 

Ireland  is  the  only  place  where  the  sale  of  corn  is  legalized  by  weight ;  evils  thereof 

to  Ireland  and  other  places.  Page  1314-1317 Necessity  for  extending  the  practice 

of  measure  tested  by  weight  to  Ireland,^  Pffgf  1320.  1403,  1404 Ireland  should 

conform  to  the  practice  of  the  whole  of  Europe,  P^gc  1436 ^^Inconveniences  to 

fanners  from  the  present  mode  of  weighing ;  value  of  a  uniform  method,  Bass  383, 
Sullivan  2619. 

See  Quotations. 

Irish  Com.    Wheat  and  oats  are  principally  imported  from  Ireland ;  only  a  small  quantity 

of  barley  for  grinding  is  imported,  Lyon  784,  785 Quantities  of  wheat  imported 

from  Ireland  to  Liverpool  in  1823,  Lyon  786 Quantity  which  arrived  from  Ireland, 

183010  1833,  DtiitZme  1626 Large  (ju^tities  imported  from  Ireland,  Palmer  2981 

Irish  com  brought  to  Liverpool,  i&  sold  by  Liverpool  weight,  it  is  shipped  in 

Ireland  by  Irish  weighty  Lyon  787-792 Weight  and  measure  are  both  used  as  a  test 

.  of  quality  of  Irish  com  when  necessary ;  but  factors  are  mostly  guided  by  the  respeotar 
bility  of  the  shipper,  Lyon  8o2r-8o6 How  far  weight  determines  the  quality  of  wheat; 

.  cause  of  the  deterioration  of  quality  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  Lyon  807-810. 

Usual  weight  of  different  Irish  oats,  Lyon  81 1-815 Cora  is  sent  from  Ireland  in  sacks 

^thout  reference  to  weight  or  measure,  the  criterion  being  a  certain  weight  of  a  givea 

sample,  Lyon  635-838 Little  use  in  rejecting  Irish  purchases  in  the  event  of  the 

bulk  not  agreeing  with  the  sample,  as  payment  is  immediately  made  on  delivery,  Lyon 

840-843 Manner  in  which  quantity  of  Irish  com  imported  into  Liverpool  is  ascer- 

.   tained,  Lyon  889-891 Irish  grain  is  never  sold  by  sample,  the  farmer  takes  the 

whole  bulk  to  market.  Christian  2253* All  Irish  corn  is  kiln-dried  before  it  is  ex- 
ported to  England,  Christian  2260 Manner  in  which  quantity  of  Irish  com  coming 

to  Glasgow  is  ascertained  by  the  Custom-house,  and  proportion  allowed  in  converting 
weight  into  measure,  Craig  3198-3203. 

Quality  of  Irish  wheat  is  much  im[)roved,  Sandars  1472 Quality  of  ^in  at  Lime- 

Hck-market  excellent ;  it  has  much  improved,  Roche  2428,  2429 Owing  to  a  better 

cultivation  and  introduction   of  good  seed,  Roche  2430 Limerick,  Ajlkenny  and 

Waterford  the  best  com  districts  in  Ireland,  Roche  2521 Quality  of  com  in  Kilkenny, 

Sullivan  2549 Great  improvement  lately,  Sullivan  2550— —Frequent  disputes  arising 

from  com  being  of  unequal  quality  when  delivered,  SvJlican  2591 Irish  com  gene- 
rally inferior,  Palmer  2982. 

See  also  Consignments.    Sale  of  Corn. 

^rvine.    Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty 
under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 

Ives,  St.    Different  descriptions  of  weights  and  measures  used  therein,  Cooke  J-^ Abstract 

from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  practice  of  fuelling 
com  therein,  Bass  294. 


Jacob,  William.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Comptroller  of  com  returns,  2746 No 

regular  instructions  eiven  to  inspectors  ;  Act  of  Parliament  sent  them,  and  in  case  of 

doubt,  the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  2747 Copy  circular  to 

stimulate  inspectors,  sent  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  frivolous  prosecutions  causecl 

thereby,  9747-2751 Manner  in  which  averages  are  made  up,  ^753-2755- Means 

that  have  been  taken  to  check  frivolous  prosecutions,  2756-2763 Copy  of  inspectors 

.    weekly  com  return,  and  manner  in  whicn  different  measures  are  reduced  to  the  imperial, 

2764-2774 Any  attempt  at  falsifying  averages  would  be  easily  discovered,  2775, 

^>jyQ Comptroller  has  no  power  of  dismissal  over  inspectors ;  by  whom  they  are  ap- 

pointed,  2777-2780— — Number  of  places  that  do  not  make  returns  ;  there  would  be  no 

advantage  in  their  doing  so,  and  it  would  be  attended  with  great  expense,  2781-2784 
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Jacob,  WilHam.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Difficulty  and  additional  exjpense  that  would  be  incurred  by  ^wers  making  the 

returns^  2786 Inducement  to  falsify  averages  is  now  done  away  with,  2787,  2788 

Why  the  returns  do  not  equal  the  quantity  of  com  sold,  2789, 2790 ^Why  selling  com 

by  weight  would  not  affect  the  averages,  2792-2794 Difficulty  of  fixing  a  scale  on 

the  average  weight  of  com,  owing  to  difference  in  quality  in  different  localities,  ^jgj, 

2798 Disadvantage  of  the  same  duty  being  paid  at  present  on  the  best  and  wont 

corn,  and  whether  that  would  be  equalized  by  a  duty  per  weight,  2800-2802 A  scale 

of  weight  can  only  be  an  approximation  ;  standard  that  should  be  adopted,  2803-2805 

Measure  has  been  used  tor  the  sale  of  com  in  all  ages  and  countries,  except  Irelapd, 

from  the  time  of  Moses,  2807. 

Why  it  would  be  more  expensive  to  weigh  than  measure,  2808-2812 OUiging  the 

inspectors'  returns  to  include  the  weight  would  give  much  extra  trouble  without  adequate 

good.  2813-2817 ^Weight  being  mserted  in  the  quotations  would  not  give  so  mudi 

information  as  the  merchants'  circular  letter,  2818- Copy  circulars,  2819 —  Hardsfaip 

upon  private  dealers  of  having  quantity  of  different  qualities  and  price  published  in  newt- 

papens,  2820,  2821 Whether  it  would  be  an  improvement  or  otherwise^  if  the  weight 

per  measure  and  price  were  inserted  in  the  quotations,  2822-2828 Opinion  of  witness 

in  favour  of  the  Liverpool  system  of  selling  by  weight  not  so  strong  is  formerly,  2li2g 

^Whether  weight  per  measure  or  measure  per  weight  most  advantageous,  2830-2^2 

Opinion  in  mvour  of  weight  over  measure,  though  it  is  so  little  that  it  would  not 

be  worth  while  to  enforce  it,  2835-2838.  2840 An  account  of  the  total  number  of 

'    quarters  of  grain  returned  in  each  year,  since  the  passing  of  the  present  Cora  Act,  2842 

' ^Rule  for  conversion  of  Imperial  quantity  and  price  into  Winchester,  and  vice  verm, 

given  by  Mr.  Jacob  to  inspectors  of  com  returns,  App.p.  40. 

JtfTorsfor  striking  Fiar$.    See  Act  of  Sederunt. 


K. 

Kelfyf  Dr.  Table  ccmtaining  a  comparison  of  com  measures  of  different  places,  that  is, 
the  contents  of  a  single  measure  in  English  cubic  inches,  in  bushels,  imperial  measiure, 
and  in  French  litres;  communicated  to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vtraon,  Chairman  of  the  Cen- 
mittee  on  Sale  of  Com,  by  Dr.  Kelly,  App.  p.  95. 

KendaL    One  of  the  places  where  the  Winchester  bushel  is  used,  Cooke  6 Contents  of 

the  load  of  com  used  therein,  Bas$  293 Return  from  com  inspector  of  difierent  ess* 

toms  and  practices  of  selling  com  there,  Jpp.p.  19. 

Kent  and  Essex.    Description  of  com  that  is  sold  in  Mark-lane  as  Kent  and  Essex  rant. 

Stead  668 Charter  of  privileges  granted  to  Kent  and  Essex  from  their  supplying  die 

Metropolis  with  grain  durine  the  plague,  Feamside  948*950. 
See  Transit  rf  Com.     Wetgkmg  mackine.  \ 

Kilkenny  Market.  Mode  of  purchase  at  Kilkenny  market ;  measure  not  used»  StMvan 
2542-2571 ^Average  quantity  sold  in  the  year,  Sullivan  2545. 

Kincardineshire.  Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the 
fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p,  49 Report  from  sheriff's  substitute  of  the  different  cus- 
toms or  practices  of  selling  corn  in  this  county,  App.  p.  35 Statement  of  the  average 

annual  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.p. 

56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  tne  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this 

county,  App,p>  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  qu'erjes,  Jpp.p.  58 ^Period  at 

which  the  striking  fiars  commenced  in  this  county,  Jpp.  p.  73. 

Kingsbridge.  Retum  from  corn  inspector  of  difierent  custom  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p.  27. 

Kinross-Mre.    Report  from  sheriff  or  stewart  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  ef  seB- 

ing  com  therein,  App.p.  30 -Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiying  eridenoe, 

for  striking  fiars  in  tnis  county,  Jpp.  p.  49 Statement  of  the. average  annual  value  of 

a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56  — 
Quries  made  by  Uie  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  fiars  in  Uiis  county,  App. 
p.  64 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  Jpp.  p.  58. 

Kirkahiy.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  coQeeting 
duty  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  46,  App.p.  40. 

Kirkcudbright.  Report  from  stewart  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  pracrices  of 
selling  com  in  this  county,  il/jp.  p.  35— —Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving 

evidence  for  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.p.  /\q Statement  of  the  avera^ 

annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  tor  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this 
county t  App.  p.  56  Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking 
the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.p.  58. 

Knightsbridge.  Abstract  from  retums  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used 
in  the  practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294. 
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L. 

Lanark.    Report  from  sheriff  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  seUing  com  in  this 

county,  App.  p.  35 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for 

striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App,  p.  so—Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of 
a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.p.  56 

Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this 

county,  App,  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.p.j^. 

Lancashire.    Weight  of  the  bushel  therein,  Cooke  7 Diflference  between  this  county  and 

the  rest  of  the  kingdom  as  to  weights  and  measures,  and  exemption  of  the  county  from 

an  Act  13  Rich,  a,  Bass  315 Contents  of  the  load  of  corn  used  therein,  Ba^  293 

Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  prac- 
tice of  selling  com,  Bass  2q^ Mode  adopted  by  the  inspectors  of  corn  returns  for 

converting  various  measures  into  the  imperial  measure,  Bass  438 Return  from  com 

inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.p.  20, 21 Return 

from  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  the 
by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying 

'    and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 
See  Weight. 

Launceston.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  coAi 
there,  App.  p.  27; 

Leeds.    Contents  of  the  load  of  com  therein,  Cooke  5 ^Return  from  com  inspector  of  the 

different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  14. 
See  Weight. 

Leicester.    Retum  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 
there,  App.  p.  22. 

Leith.    Foreign  com  coming  to  Leith  is  measured,  first  being  insisted  on  by  the  Custom- 
house oificers,  Craig  3194-3197 ^^Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are 

ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 

Legislative  Enactment.    Want  of  uniformity  a  sufficient  ground  for  le^slative  interferepce 

where  practicable  and  not  injurious,  liep.  p.  viii. Outline  of  a  Bill  for  establishing 

a  uniform  standard  for  the  sale  of  corn  by  measure  combined  with  weight.  Rep*  p. 

xxvii.-xxxi. Legislation  in  favour  of  the  combined  system  would  be  an  advant^e 

to  the  community  in  general,  more  particularly  in  regard  to  obtaining  better  information 

as  to  price  and  quality  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  Cooke  228-246- ^The  reason 

for  compulsion  being  recommended  with  regard  to  the  use  of  weight  and  measure  is  to 
insure  tne  universal  practice,  it  is  also^  necessary  for  quotations,  the  extra  trouble  will 

be  trifling,  and  it  will  prevent  litigation,  Bass  353-358 By  what  means  the  combined 

system  should  be  enforced,  Bass  425-428,  Fearnside  1063-1074.  1107-1119.  1154-1162. 

1212-1222 Opinion  in  favour  of  the  proposed  system  being  compulsory,  and  reason 

the  farmer  having  the  power  does  not  act  on  it,  Bass  469-481. 

Necessity  for  legislation  to  effect  the  system  of  weight  and  measure,  Bass  564*567, 
Zyon  916.  937-942,  Pcrge  1385-1388,  Dunlop  3889-— — Although  parties  at  present  have 
the  power  of  weighing,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  render  weight  and  measure  compul- 
sory, Fearnside  1126.  1144.  1191-1195 If  an  Act  of  Parliament  combining  weight 

and  measure  were  made  imperative  by  penalties  the  majority  would  act  under  it,  but 
there  are  some  men  whom  nothing  would  induce  to  alter  their  system,  Sutton  2002-2013, 

Sandars  2193-2199 Necessity  for  legislation  in  favour  of  one  universal  standard,  but 

the  necessity  of  making  a  return  of  the  weight  in  contracts  ought  not  to  be  enforced. 

Page  1361-1379 ^The  Act  before  the  House  rendering  the  use  of  the  Imperial  measure 

compulsory  will  not  be  effective  without  imperatively  forbidding  the  sale  by  weight, 
Craig  3210 Difficulty  of  enforcing  compulsory  laws,  as  to  weignt  or  measure,  agamst 


the  prejudices  or  wishes  of  the  people,  Caliaghan  3995. 
See  also  Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Jjelters  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sale  of  Corn  in  1834. — Letter  from  Colonel 
C.  Pasley  to  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon,  1  July  1834,  explaining  part  of  his  evidence,  and  sug- 

festing  weight  and  measure,  as  in  the  case  of  Government  contracts,  Pasley  3254- 
.etter  from  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  of  Waterford,  to  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon,  dated  23  April  1834, 

•  suggesting  table  for  sale  of  com  by  weight  and  measure.  Page  4014 Letter  from 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  to  Hon.  G.J.  Vemon,  dated  10 May  1834,  containing  furtlier  suggestions 
as  to  sale  by  weight  and  measure.  Page  4014 — ^Letter  from  Mr.  H.  Dunkin  to  me  Hon. 
Geo.  J.  Vernon,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Coonnittee  on  the  Sale  of  Com,  as  to  wiiether 
weight  or  measure  would  be  the  best  standard,  App* p.  91,  92. 

Letters  to  Witnesses  relative  to  the  Sale  of  Corn. — Letter  from  Joseph  Treffiry,  of  Plymouth, 
to  John  Collier,  Esq.  m.  p.,  in  favour  of  the  sale  of  corn  by  weight,  and  to  extend  the 

same  principle  to  malt,  Bass  522,  Stead  762 Letter  from  Messrs.  England  81  Skelton, 

of  Leeds,  to  Mr.  Patrick  Stead,  dated  14  May  1834,  relative  to  the  advantages  of  weight 
over  measure,  iS^ea<£  698. 
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Letters  to  the  Chairman  of  Committee  on  high  price  of  Corn  in  1795. — Letter  from  Cliailes 
Dundasy  Esq.  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  higk 

})rice  of  Corn,  dated  7  December  1795,  relative  to  the  use  of  weight,  Jpp.p.  i Letter 
rom  Mr.  Billingsley  to  Charles  Dundas,  Esq.  dated  6  December  1795,  on  substitntiag 

weight  as  the  standard,  App.p.  3 Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Davies  to  William 

Morion  Pitt,  Esq.  dated  22  November  1795,  relative  to  selling  corn  by  sample,  Afp, 

p.  4-6 Letter  from  Sir  Francis  Basset,  Bart  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com  Comiuttee, 

dated  22  December  1795,  proposing  alterations  in  the  mode  of  grinding  com  at  miilg^ 
App.  p.  6. 

Lewes.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  ooro  il, 
App.p.g. 

LUtht  Wheat.  In  the  event  of  weight  being  the  only  standard  there  would  not  be  mock 
fear  of  light  wheat  affecting  the  averages,  Bass  454. 

Limerick  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Limerid 
relative  to  the  present  system  of  relating  the  sale  of  com,  requesting  an  altefatioD 
from  the  present  system  of  measure  m  London  to  that  of  weight,  Roche  3960- — €<»- 
aiders  the  letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Limerick  fairly  aets  forward  olje^ 
tions  which  arise  in  consequence  of  com  being  sold  by  measure  in  England,  Callaglta 
3968. 

Limerick  Market.  Quantity  of  com  brought  annually  to  the  Limerick  niarket,  Boche  2441 
— -^-Plan  of  sale  in  Limerick  mwtket,  Roche  2421.  2460.  2466-2468.  2530-2539— 
Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  im- 
posed under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p.  40. 

lAncdru    Sale  of  com  by  sample,  and  h6w  far  weight  made  use  of,  Cooke  7 Retan 

from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  ij^p.  p.  11 

UnUthgow,  Report  from  sheriff  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  in 
this  county^  App.  />.  35— Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of 

16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1820,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56 Queries  made  by 

the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  ^.54 — 

Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  fian 

commenced  in  this  county,  App.  p.  73. 

Liverpool.    No  objection  to  the  present  system,  because  the  dealers  in  Liverpool  ad9pt 

what  system  they  please,  Lyon  772,  773.  775-778 Purchasers  by  tetter  fipom  places 

selling  by  measure,  the  weight  is  mentioned  in  letter,  Sandars  2ii8-$|iX3 Mode  of 

weighing  cargoes  of  grain  on  delivery  at  Liverpool,  Christian  2395 Ship's  compaoy 

at  Liverpool  do  the  labour  process  of  weighing  there,  Dudin  3315 Manner  in 

which  corn  is  sold  there  is  not  a  double  standard,  Cooke  117 How  far  influenced  in 

the  use  of  weight  by  its  connection  with  Ireland,  Bass  315 Mode  of  conreitiif 

various  measures  into  Imperial  measure  adopted  by  inspectors  of  com  returns,  &si  438 

Report  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com  there, 

Am.  p.  20^— Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  die  port 
or,  of  Uie  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4^  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 
See  Importation.    Irish  Com.    Metage,  London.    Sale  of  Com.     Weight. 

Liverpool  Market.  Method  adopted  in  the  Liverpool  market,  and  how  it  would  be  afiected 
by  the  proposed  system,  Fearnside  1145-1151.  1204-1210— —Wheat  sold  in  Liverpool 

by  sack  or  measure  of  70 lbs.,  Sandars  1461 Liverpool  supplied  from  Ireland,  Swifaw 

1462 Mode  adopted  at  Liverpool  to  obtain  an  average  measurement  of  com  for  the 

purposes  of  averages,  dock  dues,  and  town  dues,  Sandars  1508-1513 Process  of 

weighing  in  Liverpool,  Sandars  1516,  Dunlevie  1630 Manner  in  which  the  Liverpool 

market  affects  those  near  it,  Sandars  2179-2183 Communication  respecting  the  mode 

of  weighing  com  at  Liverpool,  showing  the  delay  occasioned  thereby,  Pase  2206 — 
The  weight  at  Liverpool  has  reference  to  the  nominal  bushel,  Cooke  3895,  3096. 
See  Jrrtcf  of  Com. 

Load.  Diversities  in  the  load,  and  supposed  causes  of  the  different  loads,  Cooke  5,  Befi 
293,  Pasley  3235,  3236. 

London  Market.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures  used 

in  the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Manner  in  which  the  London  market  goferns 

those  m  the  country,  Coote  3001 Higher  weights  might  be  expected  to  be  got  in 

London  than  in  other  places,  Bass  597 Places  from  which  London  is  chiefly  8applie<)i 

and  with  what  description  of  crain,  Stead  606 How  far  the  London  marketsjuide 

those  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  Stead  721, 722 Return  from  com  inspectors  of  different 

customs  and  practices  of  selling  corn  therein,  App.  p.  8- Return  from  the  collector 

or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities 
of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under 
Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 
See  Corporation  Dues.     Mark  Lane.     Measuring  Com.      Metage,  London.     Sakaf 
Com.    Shipping  Corn. 
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Londonderry.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  col- 
lecting duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 

Lothian.     See  East  Lothian.     Mid-Lothian. 

Louth.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.p.  13, 

Lowestcfi.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 
com  there,  App. p'  \\. 

Lyme.  Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  o£Scer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo,  4,  c.  60,  App,  p.  38. 

Lynn.    Retum  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 

there,  App.p.  11 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at 

the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for 
the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  38. 
See  Measuring  Com.    Sale  of  Com. 

Lyon,  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Corn-merchant  at  Liverpool ;  principal  deal- 
ings in  Ireland  and  in  some  parts  of  Staffordshire,  766-770 There  is  no  objection  to 

tbe  present  svstem,  because  the  dealers  in  Liverpool  adopt  what  system  they  please, 

772,  773 By  what  weight  or  measure  the  different  descriptions  of  com  are  sold  in 

Liverpool,  775-778 By  what  measure  corn  is  sold  in  Ireland,  780,  781 Wheat 

and  oats  are  principally  imported  from  Ireland  ;  only  a  small  quantity  of  barley  for 
grinding  is  importeo,  784,  785—^ — Quantities  of  wheat  imported  trom  Ireland  to  Liver- 
pool in  1833,  786 Irish  corn  brought  to  Liverpool  is  sold  by  Liverpool  weight;  it  is 

shipped  in  Ireland  by  Irish  weight,  787-792 Samples  are  sent  from  Ireland  at  the 

beginning  of  the  season,  which  vary,  but  are  a  criterion  of  the  description  of  corn  each 
shipper  will  ship,  793-795. 

Difference  between  consignments  of  com  from  Ireland  and  shipping  free  on  board,  the 

latter  of  which  is  becoming:  more  frequent,  796-801 Weight  and  measure  are  both 

used  as  a  test  of  quality  oP  Irish  com  when  necessary,  but  factors  are  mostly  guided  by 

the  respectability  of  the  shipper,  802-806 How  far  weight  determines  the  quality 

of  wheat;  cause  of  the  deterioration  in  quality  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  807-810—^^ 
Not  indispensable  to  take  into  the  account  both  weight  and  measure  in  the  purchase 
of  oats  or  wheat  from  Ireland ;  usual  weight  of  different  Irish  oats,  81 1-815 Descrip- 
tion of  weights  that  are  used  in  Ireland,  816-819 In  selling  at  a  place  where  quota- 
tions are  made  by  measure  it  is  necessary  to  make  calculations  as  to  the  comparative 

advantage  of  one  port  over  another,  820-827 Where  weight  is  the  standard,  measure 

is  only  made  use  of  as  a  substitute  for  skill  in  the  purchaser,  828-830 Announcement 

of  price  per  weight  in  the  Liverpool  market  does  not  convey  mucb  information  to  places 

qupting  by  measure,  831-834 Corn  is  sent  from  Ireland  in  sacks,  without  reference 

to  weieht  or  measure,  the  criterion  being  a  certain  weight  of  a  dven  sample,  835-838. 
little  use  in  rejecting  Irish  purchases  in  the  event  of  the  bulk  not  agreeing  with  the 

sample,  as  payment  is  immediately  made  on  delivery,  840-843 Why  the  combined 

system  of  weight  and  measure  would  not  do  for  free  on  board  sales  from  Ireland,  on 

account  of  deterioration  during  tbe  voyage,  844-853 But  which  liability  does  not 

extend  to  inland  transactions,  854-856 Manner  of  discharging  cargo  at  Liverpool, 

857. 

Whether  there  would  be  any  convenience  or  otherwise  in  making  use  of  a  multiple 
of  pounds  equivalent  to  th^  Irish  multiple,  instead  of  usmg  the  bushel  of  70  lbs.,  858- 

862 Quotation  of  prices  with  weight  is  considered  to  give  sufficient  information, 

but  it  would  be  more  perfect  if  weight  and  measure  were  combined,  863-871 Sacks 

of  com  varying  in  their  contents  are  more  easily  weighed  than  measured,  872-875 

Weight  of  com  may  change  even  in  inland  transit,  876 ^T|iere  would  be  objection  to 

varying  the  present  system  in  Ireland  for  one  of  weight  and  measure,  it  must  be  en- 

forced,  877-879 Weight  is  always  used,  and  is  the  best  for  carrying  purposes,  880 

•—^Importation  of  foreign  com  to  Liverpool  is  by  imperial  measure ;  it  is  received  in 

bulk,  and  may  be  either  weighed  or  measured,  881-883 Ck>mparison  between  the 

import  of  foreign  and  Irish  com  into  Liverpool,  884-888-- — Manner  in  which  quantity 

of  Irish  corn  imported  into  Liverpool  is  ascertained,  889-891 ^Weight  is  less  open 

to  fraud  than  measure ;  there  is  not  much  difference  either  in  trouble  or  expense,  893- 
896. 

Period  taken  to  discharge  a  cargo  at  Liverpool;  number  of  men  employed;  rate  of 
wages  paid,  and  whether  measuring  could  not  oe  conducted  as  expeditiously  as  weigh- 
ing, 897-902 Charges  on  London  metage  are  greater  than  at  Liverpool,  903-906-- — 

Manner  in  which  com  retums  should  be  made  and  published  by  inspectors,  including 

weight,  909-912 Particulars  of  quality  and  price  would  indicate  variations  in  price, 

and  indicate  the  state  of  supply  and  demand,  913-915 A  universal  system  would 

more  meet  the  wishes  of  the  trade  than  any  other,  but  it  must  be  enforced  by  penalty, 

916 Combined  system  would  not  be  readily  adopted,  917 Great  advantage  that 

would  result  from  a  memorandum  of  contract ;  although  transactions  cannot  be  enforced 

without  it,  it  has  npt  been  the  custom  to  adopt  it,  918-936 Necessity  of  adopting 

one  uniform  standard  of  weight  and  measure,  which  must  be  enforced  to  be  beneficial, 
937-942. 
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Maidstone.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  cuAtoms  or  practicee  of  Belling  con 
at,  App.  p.  9. 

Maldon.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpoieof 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App-  p.  38. 

Malt.    Duty  is  collected  on  malt  by  measure ;  how  far  malt  loses  in  measure  and  retaioi 

in  weij^ht,  Cooke  263-265 More  practicable  to  sell  malt  by  measure  than  weigbt; 

imperfect  malt  will  weigh  heavy  as  well  as  perfect  malt,  SfeadT  746-751.  757,  75* — 

It  IS  sold  by  sample  ;  the  bulk  does  not  come  to  market,  SUad  752,  753 v^etlKr 

malt  affects  the  price  of  baiiey,  or  flour  the  price  of  wheat  the  most,  Stead  754-75$.^-^ 

Value  of  malt  depends  on  the  cleaning.  Stead  y6i Doubta  as  to  the  proprietjof 

weighing  malt.  Stead  763 Unless  it  is  perfect.  Stead  765 — -^Weight  and  meatore 

would  not  determine  quality  of  malt  without  seeing  it.  Stead  762 No  objectkm  to 

selling  malt  by  weight  as  well  as  other  grain,  Danlevie  1744,  Sandars  2142,2143 — 
Fiar  prices  of  malt,  crop  1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  showing  counties  io  «hick 
one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  and  manner  of  striking  fiars,  App.  p.  68. 

Malt  Duty.  Excise  levy  the  duty  on  malt  by  gauging  in  the  cistern  or  on  the  coucb.tlkere 
is  seldom  a  floor  gauge.  Stead  759,  760. 

Malt  Sacks.    Size  of  malt  sacks  used  in  Manchester,  Stead  691. 

Malton.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  Id  the 

practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 -Return  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  coslomi 

or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  i6. 

Manchester.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  wed  ia 

selling  com,  Bass  294 -Mode  of  converting  various  measures  into  Imperial  mtmn 

by  inspectors  of  corn  returns,  Bau  438 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  differeBt 

oustoms  and  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  21. 

Mark-lane.    Evils  of  the  plan  adopted  in  Mark-lane  of  giving  the  purchaser  till  10  o'clod 
on  the  next  market-day  to  complete  the  purchase,  Feamside  101&-1022. 
See  London  Markets. " 

Mark-lane  Express  and  Com  Reporter.  Copies  therefrom  of  the  quotations  of  prices  of 
wheat,  which  only  indicate  price  and  measure,  Cooke  14. 

Meal.  Complaints  of  inconvemences  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of  veiuto  of 
meal,  potatoes,  8cc.  being  allowed  to  sell  by  old  and  new  weights,  Amdersan  3654. 

Mean  and  Average  Prices.    Difference  between  mean  and  average  as  applied  to  the  weigbts. 

the  price  and  value  of  com,  Anderson  3657 Advantage  of  average  prices  being  taien 

instead  of  mean  prices,  Cooke  3916. 

Measure,  Sale  of  Corn  by: 

1.  Places  trhere  Com  is  sold  by  Measure. 

2.  Evils  of  the  Svstemof  Meaaure  alone. 

3.  Advantages  of  the  System  of  Measure  alone. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

\.  Places  where  Com  is  sold  by  Measure : 

Custom  in  London  to  sell  com  bv  measure.  Palmer  9958 The  system  of  messwng 

grain  in  the  port  of  London  is  nnobiectionable,  Dunkin,  App.  p.  91. 
See  Evidence  of  Cook,  Bass  and  Page ;  and  Return  from  Corn  Inspectors,  Apf'f-  H7' 

2.  Evils  of  the  System  of  Measure  alone  : 

The  system  of  measure  is  not  complete  in  itself,  Rep.  p.  x. Manner  in  which  m^- 

sure  alone  affords  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  the  bulk  is  equal  to  the  sample, 

Cooke  Q.  75-79 Measure  is  no  criterion  of  the  value  of  corn,  Cooke  10 Ho»fo 

there  are  general  complaints  against  the  system  of  measure  at  present,  and  by  wkat 
parties,  Feamside  1120-*1125-— — Cora  being  intended  for  food,  no  kind  of  measure  alose 
can  lead  to  a  just  estimate  of  quality,  Pos/fy  3231. 

3.  Advantages  of  the  System  of  Measure  alone  : 

Advantage  of  measure  as  a  standard  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  weight,  Bef> 

p.  xxii. -Measuring  is  the  least  expensive,  the  least  troublesome,  and  most  correct,  Pep 

1321.2208.2217 ^Although  witness  recommends  a  system  of  absolute  weight,  mea- 
sure should  not  be  done  away  with  as  a  test,  Wilson  2730-— Measure  has  been  used  to 
the  sale  of  corn  in  all  ages  and  countries,  except  Ireland,  from  the  time  of  Moses,  Jacob 

2807 ^Very  rarely  if  ever  disputes  with  foreign  correspondents  respecting  correctn^ 

of  measure  in  London,  Palmer  2987 General  opinion  m  London  tnat  it  is  fairer  and 

more  correct  to  sell  by  measure,  and  manner  in  which  it  is  sold  at  present,  showing  that 
weight  per  measure  is  known,  Dudin  3334-334l->—— Measure  is  %  tetter  iadicstioa  01 
quality  tnan  weight  alone,  Callaghan  3971. 
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I/leasure,  Sale  of  Corn  by — continued. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee : 
The  system  of  measuring  grain  in  the  port  of  London  is  unobjectionable,  Dunkin^ 

App.p.  91 ^Table  containing  a  comparison  of  the  corn  measures  of  different  places, 

that  IS,  the  contents  of  a  single  measure  in  English  cubic  inches,  in  bushels,  imperial 
measure,  and  in  French  litres,  communicated  to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon^  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  by  Dr.  Kelly,  App.  p.  95. 
See  also  Ireland,  2, 3. 

Memorandum  of  Contract.  A  memorandum  would  be  advantageous  between  the  buyer  and 
seller,  and  a  printed  form  might  be  easily  filled  up,  Cooke  190-196,  6^55429-434 — '— 
Mature  of  memorandum  of  contract  passing  between  the  merchant  and  farmer  on  the  sale 

of  corn  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  Stead  607-611 Great  advantage  that  would  result 

from  a  memorandum  of  contract ;  althouech  transactions  cannot  be  enforced  without  it, 
it  has  not  been  the  custom  to  adopt  it,  l>yo7i  918-936,  Blurton  2888-2903 Memo- 
randum of  contract  for  purchase  of  corn  at  a  distance^  Fea^nside  988 Causes  why 

a  written  contract  objectionable  in  the  London  market ;  a  sale  ticket  should  always  be 

given;  what  it  should  contain,  Feamside  1231-1240^ Memorandum  containing  tlia 

particulars  of  bargains^  with  quantity  sold,  and  actual  weight  per  measure,  is  desirable, 
but  would  b6  objected  to  at  first,  Webb  3378,  3379^ Difficulty  of  making  any  arrange- 
ment by  which  memorandum  of  contracts  between  farmers  and  dealers  could  be  given, 

Dowson  3756, 3757 Dislike  of  penalties,  and  necessity  for  memorandum  of  i6ontracts, 

Coojre  3922. 

Merchants.    See  Com  Factors. 

Merchants*  Circulars.    Copy  merchants'  circulars  to  their  correspondents,  Jacob  2819 
Witness  does  not  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  in  market  circulars  to  affix  weight 

to  prices,  weight  being  only  an  ingredient  of  quality.  Palmer  3021-3023 ^Reasons  for 

the  fbreffoing  opinion.  Palmer  3024,3025 Manner  of  giving  estimated  weights  in 

mercantile  quotations,  Dawson  3737-3743* 
See  Quotations,  4. 

Mersey.    See  Transit  of  Com. 

Metage^  Lendon.  Manner  in  which  the  London  metage  operates  as  a  great  hardship  itbd 
loss  on  the  maltsters  in  Norfdk,  Stead  699 An  accoant  of  the  average  annual  importa- 
tion of  grain  from  1808  to  1826,  upon  which  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  charge 

metage,  8ic.,  Stead  ^62 Chaises  on  London  metage  are  greater  than  at  Liverpool, 

Ljfon  903-906 Description  ofmetage  and  porterage  in  London,  Feamaide  153 

A  table  ofmetage  paid  by  the  Winchester  measure,  wiUi  the  addition  for  Imperial  at  the 
foot  of  each  scale,  Feanmde  953,  Huston  3494— -^-Buyers  charges  on  corn  and  seed  in  all 

cases,  Feamside  953 Advantage  of  the  method  of  metage  and  porterage  of  London, 

although  the  charges  are  higher  as  compared  with  Liverpool  and  other  places,  Feamnde 

955-904 Corn  IS  metered  as  often  as  it  chanees  hands,  but  a  subsequent  measurement 

is  at  a  lower  charge,  Fearsiside,  1014, 1015 Rates  of  meterage,  London,  Dudin  3346 

Statement  of  the  produce  of  the  metage  of  corn  imported  into  the  port  of  London, 

1829  to  1833,  Scott  3424 -Statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Corn-meters  in 

trust,  for  the  last  five  years,  to  be  deducted  from  the  above,  S^ott  3427 Expenses  of 

metage  and  of  collection  of  sroundage  and  water-bailiage  are  to  be  deducted  from  the 
gross  produce  of  metage  to  show  the  net  produce,  Scott  3432. 

Middlemen.    See  Weight. 

Middlewich.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com 
therein,  App.  p.  20. 

Midland  Counties.    Cause  of  the  inconvenience  existing  in  the  midland  counties.  Page 

1355 Corn  is  sold  by  weight  in  the  midland  counties,  as  the  millers  will  only  purchase 

in  that  manner,  Sandars  2054-2064 — —Unless  by  legislative  enactment,  with  penalties, 
a  uniform  system  of  measure  would  not  be  acted  upon  in  the  midland  counties,  Sandars 

2065-2069 Farmers  in  midland  counties  do  not  weigh  their  corn  to  ascertain  the 

quality,  Sandars  2073-2076 Corn  is  measured  by  the  farmer  when  threshed,  at  per 

quarter,  Sandars  2077-2080 How  far  it  is  weighed  or  measured  before  put  into  sack, 

Sandars  2080-2083. 

Mid-Lothian.  Note  relative  to  the  mode  of  striking  fiars  in  districts  of  this  county,  Jpp. 
p.  72. 

Milford.  Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the.  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Millers  and  Dealers.  Millers  and  dealers  buying  wheat  estimate  the  weight  by  the  handling ; 

the  heaviest  is  best  for  grinding,  Cooke  71.74 Millers  invariablv  wei^ ;  they  only 

measure  if  they  suspect  deficiency,  CooAe  257,  258 Millers  usually  buy  by  weight, 

com  is  therefore  most  generally  both  measured  and  weighed  before  it  is  ground,  Webb 
3408-3410. 

Mixing  Com.  Manner  in  which  com  of  the  same  quality  is  mixed  on  board  ships,  and 
necessity  for  having  so  many  quarters  to  weigh,  so  much  per  bushel,  to  prevent  disputes 
or  lawsuits.  Rep.  p.  xv..  Stead  650-655— ^^-^Examinauon  upon  mixmg  com.  Page 
1306-1309. 
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Monmouth.    Size  of  the  bushel  used  there,  Bast  293 Return  from  com  inspector  of 

different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.p.  35. 

Montrose.  Mode  by  which  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  dify 
under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 

Morpeth.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  difierent  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.p.  i8. 

N. 

Nairn.    Report  from  sheriff  or  Stewart  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 

therein,  App.  p.  33,  34 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of 

16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  Jpp.p.  56 Queries  made  bj 

the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 

Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  Jlpp.  p.  £8. 

Nantwich.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Mode  of  converting  various  measures  into  Impemi 

measure  adopted  by  inspectors  of  com  returns,  Bau  438 Retnm  from  com  iD^>eclor 

of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.p.  19. 

Navigators.     Inconvenience  they  are   subject  to  through  the  variations  in  measure, 

Bass  322. 
Navy  Contracts.    Return  showing  the  principle  upon  which  contracts  for  grain  are  made  for 

the  Navy,  whether  by  we  ght  or  measure,  or  a  combination  of  both,  App.  p.  41. 

Newark.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  "ftnd  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  Jlpp.  p.  22. 

NeuKasile^pon'Tyne.    Corn  therein  is  sold  by  the  bbll  of  either  two  or  six  boshek, 

Cooke  5 ^Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  sdHng 

com  there,  Aj^.p.  17 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  costoiM 

at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for 
the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Newhaven.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  o^ 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Newman,  W.  L.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) Solicitor  to  the  City  of  London,  3608 

Swom-meters  are  appointed  h\  the  city,  3609 Recital  of  Charter  of  King  James  the 

First,  confirming  the  right  of  the  Corporation  of  London  to  the  metage  of  com,  3610 

Groundage  and  water-bailiage  fees  are  also  taken  by  prescriptive  right,  3612 

The  alteration  from  measure  to  weight  would  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  city  if 
a  similar  reservation  was  made  as  that  contained  in  the  Coal  Act,  3615, 3616. 

Newport^  Isle  of  Wight.    Retum  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices 

of  selling  corn  there,  Jlpp.  p.  28 Retum  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the 

customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are 
ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo,  4,  c  6q, 
Jpp.  p.  39- 

Newry.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 

Newspapers.  Hardship  upon  private  dealers  of  having  quantity  of  different  qualities  and 
price  published  in  newspapers,  Jacob  2820,  2821. 

Nicoll,  Rev.  Francis,  d.  n.  Observations  by  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  on  striking  fiars,  or  fixing  the  average  prices  of  grain  and  oatmeal ; 
published  1822,  by  the  Rev.  Francis  NicoU,  d.  d.,  principal  of  the  United  Colleges  of 
St.  Andrew's,  with  tables  of  recent  fiars,  and  notes  concerning  the  present  method  of 
fixing  average  rates,  il/?p.  p.  60— *-^Letter  from  him  to  Sir  David  Hunter  Blair,  con- 
vener of  the  county  of  Ayr,  relative  to  Uie  mode  of  striking  fiars,  App.  p.  60. 

Norfolk.    Corn  therein  sold  by  the  coomb  and  last,  Cooke  $. 
See  Farmers.    London  Market.     Sacks.     Weight. 

Northamptonshire.    The  Winchester  bushel  is  partially  used  in  this  county,  Cooke  6 

Return  firom  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  corn  there^ 
App.  p.  22. 

Northern  Markets.    Com  sold  by  the  boll  therein,  Cooke  5. 

Norwich.    Retum  from  com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  Apv.p.  11. 
See  Sale  of  Com. 


Nottingham.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  sdling 
com  there,  App.  p.  22. 
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Oats.  Table  showing  the  comparative  value  of  oats  per  barrel,  free  on  board  in  Ireland, 
and  per  quarter  in  London,  Cooke  8 Rate  per  cent,  that  oats  will  shrink  from  keep- 
ing, Bass  523-529 ^There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  measure  of  oats  and  peas  and 

beans,  even  when  twice  measured  by  the  same  person,  and  why  that  does  not  apply  to 

wheat  or  barley,  Dudin  3296 Return  as  to  contracts  for  oats  by  the  Commissariat, 

App.  p.  41 Mode  of  settling  disputes  between  farmer  and  merchants  on  disputes  as 

to  quality  of  oats,  Roche  2435 Oats  and  barley  come  from  Ireland  kiln-dried,  as 

well  as  com.  Palmer  2985. 

Nature  of  contract  with  Ireland  for  oats,  Craig  3092-3095 Irish  oats  are  heavier 

than  Lincolnshire  oats ;  but  not  so  heavy  as  Scotch  oats,  Dudin  3305 Period  taken 

in  weighing  650  quarters  of  Irish  oats,  and  by  three  extra  men  over  what  would  have 
been  taken  by  measuring,  Ehidin  3308-3314 Statement  of  the  weighing  o£.460  quar- 
ters out  of  the  650,  showing  the  accuracy  of  the  London  meters,  Dtiain  3314 Com 

was  previously  measured  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  Dudin  33i6-3220« 

See  Irish  Com.         Weight  and  Measure. 

Oats,  White.    Fiar  prices  of  white  oats,  potatoe  oats,  and  malt,  crop  1828,  in  each  county 
,    in  Scotland,  showing  counties  in  which  one  or  more  fiars  are  stmck,  and  manner  of 
striking  fiars,  Jpp.  p.  68.  * 

Oil  Cake.  Deficiency  in  weighing  a  quantity  of  oil  cake,  from  its  being  weighed  into 
warehouse  in  large  drafts,  and  weighed  out  in  small,  Dudin  3332,  3333. 

Orkney  and  Zetland.    Report  from  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices 

of  selling  corn  in  this  district,  App.  p.  36 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly 

on  the  mode  ofjstriking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract   of  answers  to 

those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Oxford.  One  of  the  places  where  the  Winchester  bushel  is  used,  Cooke  6— Return  fr6m 
corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  at,  App.  p.  lo. 


Page,  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Brought  up  in  the  corn  trade  in  Holland, 
and  since  carried  on  business  in  London,  1243,  1244 Corn  is  always  sold  on  the  Con- 
tinent by  measure,  1245 Number  of  different  measures  in  Holland  formerly,  and 

particulars  of  Act  of  Uniformity  passed  in  1816,  1246 Quality  is  tested  by  weight, 

ift^.6 Number  of  different  measures  used  in  France  formerly,  and  decree  of  Conven- 
tion of  1 793  establishing  uniformity,  1246 Quality  there  is  also  tested  by  weight, 

1246 Manner  in  which  the  French  averages  are  taken,  which  only  give  information 

as  to  price,  and  do  not  state  quantity  sold,  1247-1255 In  what  manner  the  French 

com  merchant  is  guided  by  the  weight  of  ^heat,  1256-1261 Qualities  of  corn  in 

France,  1262-1265 The  different  practices  in  England  are  all  reducible  to  three  prin- 
cipal standards,  viz.  the  Imj^erial  bushel,  the  Winchester  bushel,  and  weight  alone,  1268- 

1275 In  sample  markets,  the  corn  from  which  the  sample  is  taken  is  not  always 

threshed  out  till  sold,  1276-1279. 

Measure  is  the  best  standard  for  ascertaining  quantity;  quality  must  be  tested  by 

weight;  the  two  combined  will  give  the  specific  gravity,  1280-1287 ^Advantageous 

to  have  the  weight  mentioned,  the  quotations  as  on  the  Continent,  1288,  1289,  ^^969 

1296 Judgment  on  which  corn-factors  are  guided  in  their  purchases,  1290-1295 

In  what  cases  captains  and  underwriters  are  liable  for  damage  to  corn  on  the  voyage, 

1300-1303 Examination   upon  mixing  corn,    1306-1309 Facility   with   which 

foreign  merchants  reduce  their  quotations  to  the  English  bushel,  1^10-1312 Ireland 

is  the  only  place  where  the  sale  of  corn  is  legalized  by  weight ;  evils  thereof  to  Ireland, 

and  other  places,  1314-1317 Measure  is  desirable  for  Ireland,  1320 Legalizing 

weight  here  would  cause  great  confusion  in  foreign  transactions,  and  would  cause  diffi- 
culty in  getting  through  the  business  of  the  port  of  London,  1318, 1319— —Measuring 
is  the  leaA  expensive,  the  least  troublesome,  and  most  correct,  1321— Difference 
between  quality  and  condition  in  corn  ;  it  is  always  supposed  to  be  in  good  condition, 
unless  the  contrary  is  stated,  1324-1327. 

Manner  in  which  measure  and  weight  determine  quality,  but  not  weight  and  measure, 

1328-1338,  1356-1360 Return  of  sales  should  express  the  weight,  in  order  that  it 

might  appear  in  the  averages,  1339-1346 Uniformity  is  desirable,  but  not  absolutely 

necessary,  1347,  ^34^*  14^7>  ^4^^ Great  evils  that  would  result  from  substituting 

weight  tor  measure,  1350-1354,  1355— —Cause  of  the  inconveniences  existing  in  the 

midland  counties,  1355 Necessity  for  legislation  in  favour  of  one  universal  standard ; 

but  the  necessity  of  making  a  return  of  the  weight  in  contracts  ought  not  to  be  enforced, 

1361-1379 Error  in  system  committed  here  would  be  double  the  consequence  of  an 

error  committed  abroad,  on  account  of  the  price  of  corn  being  double,  1381-1383 

Manner  in  which  the  evils  of  the  system  should  be  corrected,  partly  by  legislative  enact- 
ment, and  partly  by  information,  1385-1388 With  bonded  corn,  the  same  quantity 

must  be  re-produced  as  bonded,  or  duty  paid  on  the  deficiency  ;  there  cannot  be  any 
fraud  in  the  re-measurement,  1389-1399. 

517.  e  Calculation, 
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Pagty  Richard.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Calculation,  showing;  an  increase  both  in  weight  and  measare  by  com  getting  out  of 
condition,  1400 Why  a  combined  system  more  to  be  preferred  than  weight  or  mea- 
sure alone,  1401, 1402 Necessity  for  extending  the  practice  of  measure  tested  by 

weight  to  Ireland,  1403,  1404 Weight  could  not  be  introduced  into  London  in  the 

same  manner  as  into  Ireland  and  Liverpool,  on  account  of  loss  of  time,  and  consequent 

extra  expense,  1405-1412 Why  weight  coupled  with  price  is  not  an  indication  of 

Quality,  1416-1420 -Combined  systenr  would  not  affect  theaverages;  whether  a  change 

n*om  measure  to  weight  would,  1421-1423 Quantity  of  com  that  would  be  necessary 

to  be  weighed  to  test  the  Quality,  1424-1426 Necessity  of  weight  for  determining 

the  value,  1429-1431 ^Why  more  bargains  would  not  be  thrown  up  under  the  com- 
bined system,  1432 ^There  is  more  chance  of  fraud  and  theft  in  weighing  than  mea.- 

suring,  1433,  1434 Ireland  should  conform  to  the  practice  of  the  whole  of  Europe^ 

1435 Evils  of  returns  being  made  by  the  growers  to  the  inspectors,  1437-1441. 

[Second  Examination.] — ^Table  of  the  price  of  grain,  from  regulating  the  import  and 
export  duties  according  to  the  laws  of  France  of  April  15th,  1832,  and  April  26th,  1833, 

drawn  up  30th  April  1834,  ^^^3 Mode  in  which  corn  is  quoted  at  Amsterdam,  the 

Baltic,  Belgium,  the  North  of  Europe,  and  many  parts  of  Germany,  2204 Calculation 

showing  the  manner  in  which  Dutch  and  French  weights  and  measures  are  reduced  into 

English,  2205 Communication  respecting  the  mode  of  weighing  com  at  Livepool, 

showing  the  delay  Occasioned  thereby,  2206 Very  few  complaints  from  parts  where 

either  weight  or  measure  is  used;  advantages  of  measure  over  weight,  2208-2217 

Actual  weight  only,  and  particulars  of  bargain,  should  be  put  in  the  return ;  com  so 
damaged  as  not  to  be  able  to  be  immediately  used  for  flour  should  be  left  out  of  returns, 

2218-2225 ^Why  weight,  coupled  with  price,  is  not  a  sufficient  criterion  of  quality, 

2226. 

[Third  Examination.]— Reduction  into  English  measure  and  prices  of  a  copy  of  the 

official  return  of  the  average  prices  of  wheat  in  France,  4012 suggestions  relating  to 

a  plan  for  sale  of  corn  by  Mr.  Treffry,  4013 Opinion  of  witness  upon  letters  from  Mr. 

Fitzsimons,  of  Waterford,  in  which  he  gives  the  details  of  a  plan  for  tne  sale  of  com,  4014 

Corrections  of  former  evidence  relative  to  the  Quantity  of  com  which  could  be 

weighed  by  100  meters,  4015 Great  importance  ot  the  quality  of  wheat,  4017 

Impossibility  of  fraud  being  committed  in  measuring,  4021 More  chances  of  fraud 

in  weighing  than  in  measuring,  4023 System  of  com  factors'  books,  which  contain 

the  weight  as  well  as  the  measure  of  their  different  parcels  of  wheat,  4024^ Com* 

bined  system  of  measure  and  weight  a  check  against  the  negligence  as  well  as  the 
thefts  of  com-dealers*  servants,  4027. 

Proof  of  the  perfection  of  the  combined  system  of  measure  and  weight,4023 A  list  of 

different  corn-measures  formerly  in  use  in  lloUand,  with  the  names  of  the  places  where  they 
were  used,  and  their  contents  in  French  cubic  inches,  4033 List  of  different  corn-mea- 
sures formerly  in  use  in  France,  with  the  names  of  the  places  where  they  were  used,  and 

the  contents  of  each  measure  in  French  cubic  inches,  4034 ^The  system  of  measuring 

in  London  has  always  been  conducted  fairly,  ^(048 — —There  is  no  method  by  which  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  meters'  office  of  the  city  of  London  could  be  improved,  4049 
^The  great  evil  consists  in  selling  com  by  weight  in  Ireland,  and  by  measure  in  Eng- 
land, 4050 A  combination  of  weight  and  measure  determines  two  things,  (|uality  and 

quantity,  4052 In  Holland,  where  the  combined  system  prevails,  there  is  less  dis- 
puting than  in  England,  4053 Witness  prefers  the  combined  system  to  any  other, 

4054 Manner  in  which  the  law  might  be  best  framed  to  introduce  a  combined  sys- 
tem of  weight  and  measure,  with  least  inconvenience  to  all  classes,  4056. 

Paisley.    In  Paisley,  farmers  sell  their  grain  by  measure  and  weight  combined,  Wibon 
2661. 

Palmer,  Nathaniel.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Partner  in  the  firm  of  Scott,  Gamett  & 

Palmer,  2953 Custom  in  London  to  sell  com  by  measure,  2958 Large  quantities 

of  corn  imported  from  Ireland,  2981 Irish  corn  generally  inferior,  2982 Oats  and 

barley  come  from  Ireland  kiln-dried,  as  well  as  corn,  2985 ^Very  rarely,  if  ever,  dis- 
putes with  foreign  correspondents  respecting  correctness  of  measure  in  London,  2987 

In  Holland  they  sell  by  combining  weight  and  measure  together,  2989- Account 

of  the  quantities  of  wheat  delivered  from  granary  1814  to  1833,  both  inclusive,  with  the 
gross  losses  and  average  losses  per  cent,  for  each  year,  and  aggregate  average,  1814  to 

1833,  2991 Heated  state  in  which  Canada  corn  often  arrives  from  the  length  of  the 

voyage,  2998 Size  of  granaries  in  London,  3000 A  bushel  here  and  there  of  all 

com  which  comes  into  the  granary  of  witness's  firm  is  both  weighed  and  measured,  3014. 

Standard  of  value  is  weight  and  measure  combined,  3018 Witness  does  not  think 

it  would  be  an  improvement  in  market  circulars  to  affix  the  weight  to  the  prices,  weight 

being  only  ingredient  of  quality,  3021-3023 Reasons  for   the  foregoins  opinion, 

3024,  3025 ^To  a  limited  decree  sulphur  may  be  mixed  with  corn  that  is \iln-dried 

in  England,  3030 This  artificial  colour  can  be  easily  detected,  3031- Witness 

knows  of  no  alteration  which  would  improve  the  present  system  on  which  the  corn  trade 

is  conducted  in  London,  3033 Witness  can  see  no  advantage  which  would  arise  from 

a  combined  system  of  having  weight  per  measure  quoted,  3038-3042 Amsterdam 

corn  scale,  3039 Combining  weight  and  measure  is  a  frequent  practice  at  the  out- 
ports,  more  than  in  London,  3049. 
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Parry  J  J.  JB.  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Parry,  to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Sale  of  Corn,  App.p.  93. 

Pasleif,  Colonel  Charles  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Pages  of  a  work  published 
by  witness,  in  which  the  result  of  his  experiments  upon  weights  and  measures  are  to  be 

found,  3229 Experiments  showing  the  difference  in  a  bushel  of  wheat  and  oats  by 

light  and  heavy  measuring ;  advantage  of  weight  over  measure  for  ascertaining  quan- 
tities, 3230 Corn  being  intended  for  food,  no  kind  of  measure  alone  can  lead  to 

a  just  estimate  of  quantity,  3231 Diversity  from  the  use  of  different  measures,  all 

having  the  same  name,  3232 Diversities  in  the  load,  and  supposed  causes  of  the  dif- 

iierent  loads,  3235,  3236— —Diversity  should  be  got  rid  of  by  measuring  by  the  cubic 
foot,  and  weighing  by  the  commercial  pound,  on  only  usin^  the  multiples  of  10,  100, 

1000,  3236 No  uncertainty  experienced  by  pmctical  men  m  weighing  from  the  tura 

of  the  scale,  3237 Corn  can  be  weighed  something  more  expeditiously  than  measured; 

process  of  weighing  at  Mr.  Dudin's  wharf,  Horslydown,  showing  that  with  skill  there 
IS  no  necessity  for  shifting  the  weights,  3238. 

Weight  of  com  per  measure  need  not  be  ascertained,  except  for  stowage  in  a  granary  or 
3hip,  and  that  might  be  better  done  by  the  specific  gravity  of  weight  per  cubic  foot^  and 
not  per  bushel,  3239,  3240— In  measuring  there  would  be  but  a  very  trifling  difference 

between  skilful  and  honest  measurers,  3241-3254 If  there  is  no  sample  or  inspection, 

weight  per  measure  must  be  used  to  ascertain  quality,  3254.  , 

Remarks  on  the  present  system  of  measuring  corn  in  England ;  that  it  may  be  mea*- 
sured  in  masses  of  one  quarter  or  10  cubic  feet  at  a  time,  wnen  it  is  to  be  stowed  away 
in  bulk ;  that  tlie  measurement  of  corn  does  not  afford  so  just  an  estimate  of  quantity  as. 
its  weight,  3254, 

Peas.  Fiar  prices  of  peas  for  crop  1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  showing  coimties  in 
which  one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  and  manner  of  striking  fiars,  App.  p.  68. 

Penalties.    See  Legislative  Enactment. 

Peeblesshire^  Report  from  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practipes  of  selling 
corn  in  this  county,  4/>p*p- 36 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evi- 
dence for  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  501 Statement  of  the  average 

annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  iS29,in  this  county, 

ApP'  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars 

in  this  county,  App.p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Penrith.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p.  19. 

Penzance.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of 
the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of 
Jevying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  Jpp.p.  39. 

Perth  Market.  Transactions  in  the  Perth  market  generally  carried  on  by  sample,  Ander- 
son 3686.  ^ 

Perthshire.  General  mode  of  selling  corn  therein ;  most  sales  now  carried  on  by  the  Im- 
perial measure,  Anderson  3646-3650 Report  from  sheriff  of  the  different  customs  or 

practices  of  selling  corn  in  this  county,  App.p.  36 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses 

and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  50 Statement  of 

the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in 

this  county,  App.  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of 

striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  Jpp.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries, 

App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  of  fiars  comipencpd  in  this  cpunty,  App. 

See  Farmers.     Quotations.    Imperial  Measure. 

Plague.    See  Kent  and  Essex. 

Porterage.     See  Metage. 

Petitions  to  Parliament.  The  absence  of  petitions  to  Parliament  is  no  proof  of  the  lightness 
of  a  grievance,  Bass  478. 

Plunder.  Parties  are  as  much  open  to  plunder  at  present  by  men  in  delivering  corn  as 
they  would  be  under  a  system  o>  weight,  Bass  472. 

Plymouth.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or 

practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App,  p.  26 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief 

officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  in^- 
ported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4, 
c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

PontypooL  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 
there,  iljop.p.  26. 

Poole.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  pf,  of 
the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  thp  purpose  of 
levying  and  cojlecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  />.  39* 
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Port  Glasffow.  Mode  by  which  the  qoantitieH  of  com  imported  are  ascertakied  for  eol- 
lectiDg  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  Jpp.  p.  40. 

Portsmouth.     Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  diflferent  customs  or  practices  of  seiiiBg 

com  there,  App.p.  29 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  cuslofltt 

at  the  port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for 
the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App*  p.  39. 

Potatoet.  Land  injured  for  growing  wheat  after  it  has  been  used  for  potatoes,  Sandm 
1471. 

Potato  Oats.  Fiar  prices  of  potato  oats,  crop  1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  aliorag 
counties  in  which  one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  and  manner  of  striking  fiar,  App.p.  68. 

Presbyteries.  Circular  letter  sent  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to 
the  different  Presbyteries,  containing  queries  for  their  answers  relative  to  fiar  ftim, 
Jpp.  p.  64. 

Preston.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  selling 

corn,  Bass  294 Mode  of  converting  various   measures  into  Imperial  measofe  hj 

inspectors  of  com  returns,  Bass  438 Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  enstoui 

ana  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  21. 

Price  of  Corn.    AH  transactions  founded  on  the  price  of  com  would  be  affected  by  wei^t, 

though  not  under  the  combined  system,  Bass  417-424 Price  of  com  is  ascertaned 

by  the  (juantity  of  flour  that  can  be  made  from  a  certain  weight  or  measure.  Stead  73s 
-^ — Price  of  com  could  be  better  ascertained  by  a  given  weight,  Stead  733 — 
Announcement  of  price  per  weight  in  the  Liverpool  market  does  not  convey  muck 
information  to  places  quotine  by  measures,  Ljfon  831-834 How  information  as  to 

frice  and  quality  would  be  obtained  by  new  sj^stem,  Fearnside  1086-1093 Price  of 
rish  wheat  at  Liverpool,  Sandars  1463 Price  of  English  wheat,  Sandars  1464 — 

Prices  in  London  regulate  the  whole  of  the  English  markets,  Sandars  1 593 ^manner 

in  which,  if  weight  were  substituted  for  measure,  the  price  of  com  would  be  eobaooed, 

Raston  3575-3577 Extract  from  the  Appendix  to  the  Third  Report  from  the  Select 

Committee  appomted  t»  take  into  consideration  the  high  price  of  com,  &c.  reported  bj 

the  Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  9  &  23  December  1795,  App.  p.  1 Fifth  Report  from 

the  Select  Committee  on  the  present  high  price  of  corn,  See.  reported  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Dudley  Ryder,  18th  March  1796,  App.  p.  7. 
See  Quotations. 

Privileges,  Charter  of.    See  Kent  and  Essex. 

Public.  Are  only  occasional  purchasers  of  com ;  they  are  ordinanr  purchasers  of  oats 
and  beans ;  to  what  extent  the  public  is  interested  in  a  standard  of  weight  and  measore, 
Rep.  p.  xvi. 

Purchasers.  Great  convenience  of  proposed  system  to  inexpei||pnced  purchasers,  Sitai 
660,661. 

See  also  Weight  and  Measure. 


Q. 

Quality  of  Corn.    See  Chondrometer.        Corn,  «•        Irish  Corn,  a.        Price  (fCem. 

Quotations  of  the  Price  of  Com : 

1.  Mode  in  which  Quotations  are  made. 

2.  Disadvantages  (f  the  present  mode  of  making  tliem. 

3.  Amendments  that  might  be  made  in  the  mode  of  making  them. 

4.  Advantagf^  and  disadvantages  of  giving  Weight  in  addition. 

1.  Mode  in  which  Quotations  are  made  : 

Methods  of  quotation  in  use  in  London,  CooAe  14,  Feamside  95^ Manner  in  which 

quotations  are  published  by  the  inspector,  Fearnstde  1031-1033 Manner  in  which 

quotations  are  made  up  in  Glasgow,  Wilson  •2693 ^They  are  stated  in  the  Glasgow 

papers  by  weight,  Craig  3204,  3205 In  the  provincial  papers  round  Gla^w  aad 

the  capital,  they  are  stated  in  imperial  bushels,  Craig  3206 Witness's  method  of 

computing  the  quotations,  Dotoson  3713 Quotation  of  prices  in  Ireland  are  always 

by  weight,  Roche  2496 — —They  could  hardly  be  made  more  perfect  in  Ireland  thin 

they  now  are,  Sullivan  2604 Mode  of  making  quotations  in  Perthshire,  Jnderssn 

3658 Quotations  in  disUnt  markets  determine  the  price  in  other  markets,  Coofe  19- 

22 In  what  manner  quotations  in  Mark-lane  affect  country  markets,  fVebb  3363- 

3356 Manner  in^which  calculations  are  made  from  quotations  as  to  whether  l^don 

or  Hull  is  the  most  profitable  market  to  send  com  to.  Stead  728-731 Individual 

quotation  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  if  the  state  of  the  day's  market,  Ruston  3583. 

2.  Disadvaatago 
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Quotations  of  the  Price  of  Com — continued. 

2.  Disadvantages  of  the  present  mode  of  making  them : 

Evils  of  the  present  manner  in  which  quotations  are  made,  and  advantage  given  to 
the  factor  over  the  farmer,  Rep.  jp.  vii.,  Cooke  16.  3928-3935,  Bass  466.  499.  569.  578, 
Feamside  1062.  1132,  Page  1288.  1295,  Sandars  1596,  Snllivan  1972-1979.  2034- 
2039,   2612,  Wilson  2696.  2699.  2733,  Jacob  2818--2828,  Blurton  ^Qi^.'Cratg  3204, 

Webb  3352,  3353.  3364,  3365-. 3389-  3393.  I>>^son  3717 Thej  are  difficult  to  be 

understood  from  their  varying  in  the  same  market,  Cooke  19-22 Manner  in  which 

diversity  of  system  affects  the  quotations,  Bass  295-299 ^They  are  at  present  ex- 
pressed unintelligibly,  Blurton  2851,  2852. 

3.  Amendments  that  might  be  made  in  the  mode  of  making  tliem : 

Variation  in  quality  should  be  stated  as  well  as  variation  in  Drice,  Rep.  p.  xi.,  Cooke 
10-24,  Sandars  2160-2183,  Palmer  3021-3025,  Ruston  3599-3007,  JDoicson  3718-3746, 

Pa^e  4013 ^The  advantages  of  combining  weight  with  measure  in  quotations  would 

be  in  knowing  at  what  price  corn  is  selling  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  Cooke  152* 

159 Necessity  for  cjuotations  being  uniform  throughout  the  kingdom,  Bass  287-290, 

Craig  3207 Quotations  should  state  the  variations  in  prices  oi  inferior  as  well  as 

best  corn,  Cooke  3897-3900. 

4.  Advantages  and  disadvantages  of  giving  Weight  in  addition : 

Advantages  of  giving  weight  in  addition  to  the  information  already  published  in  quo* 
tations,  and  how  tds  weight  and  price  are  a  test  of  quality,  Cooke  15-18,  Bass  578-586, 
Lyon  863-871,  feamside  I075r-1078,  Page  1288,  1289.  1295,  1296,  Suttofi  1987-1996, 
Safidars  2148-2178,  Wilson  2*jQ^,  Jacob  2822-2828,  Palmer  3038-3042,  Webb  3369- 
3371*  3389-3393;  Ruston  3599-3607,  Doa?5oii  3718-3720 Manner  in^which  quota- 
tions should  be  made  under  a  weight  system,  Dunlevie  1759 The  insertion  of  weight 

would  not  give  so  much  information  as  the  merchant's  circular,  Jacob  2818,  Dowson  3719. 

3721-3723 ^Weight  and  price  would  not  show  quality  and  quantity,  Cooke  48-50. 

65-70,  Bass  336-349.  458,  459,  Page  1416-1420.  2226 If  quotations  expressed 

description  with  weight  and  price,  it  would  give  great  trouble  without  adequate  good, 
Dunlop  3885-3887 Weight  and  price,  and  measure  and  price,  are  not  sufficient  quo- 
tations, Cooke  3902-3909 No  advantage  in  the  weight  at  all;    the  quotation  per 

quarter  is  sufficient,  Dowson  3729 ^Witness  has  no  objection  to  tlie  farmer  knowmg 

the  weight ;  but  can  see  no  necessity  for  it,  Dowson  3730-3735. 

See  also  Mark-Lane  Express. 

R. 

Ramsgate.  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  Uie  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose 
of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Reading.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  at, 
App.p.g. 

Redruth.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  difference  between  weights  and  measures  used  in 

selling  com,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspectors  of  different  customs  or  practices 

of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  27. 

Renfrewshire.    Report  from  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling 

corn  in  this  county,  App.  p.  36,  37 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving 

evidence  for  striking  the  fiars  in  tkis  county,  App*  p.  50 Statement  of  the  average 

annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county, 

App.  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  tne  mode  of  striking  the  fiats 

in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58—— 

Period  at  which  the  striking  fiars  commenced  in  this  county,  App.  p.  73. 

Report  of  a  Committee.    Extract  from  the  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1796,  by  which  the  system  of  weight,  or  of  measure  regulated  by  weight,  is 

recommended,  Bass  404-408 Extract  from  the  Appendix  to  the  Third  Report  from 

the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  present  high  price  of 
com,  &c.     Reported  by  the  Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  9  and   23  December  1795, 

App.  p.  1 Fifth  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  present  high  price  of  com, 

8cc.,  reported  by  the  Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  18  March  1796,  App.  p.  7. 

Ringwood.  Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn 
there,  4pP«1'«  29- 

Robberies.    Manner  in  which  weight  would  cause  detection  of  robbery.  Stead  679 
Robberies  frequent,  both  by  granarymen  and  watermen,  Dowson  3789-3792. 

RocJiCf  David,  u.  p.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Usual  mode  of  selling  com  in  Limerick 

and  Cork  by  weight,  2421 Some  frauds  may  lake  place  in  weight  or  otherwise  on 

farmers,  but  dealing  generally  fair,  2424,  2425 Quality  of  grain  at  Limerick  market 

excellent,  it  has  mucli  improved,  2428,  2429 Owing    to  a  better  cultivation,  and 
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Roche,  David,  m.  p.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence) — continued 

introduction  of  good  seed,  2430 Mode  of  seitlinsc  disputes  I>etweeD  fanner  and  loer 

chants  on  disputes  as  to  Quality  of  oats,  2435 — -Weighing  corn  at  public  cranes  not 

very  customary,  2438 Quite  right  that  farmers  should  have  theopportunity  of  so 

doing,  3440— -Probable  quantity  of  com  brought  annually  to  the  liia^rick  market, 

2441 Size  of  farms  round  Limerick,  2448^-^-Mode  of  conveying  grain  to  market, 

2452 System  of  paying  threshers,  2454. 

Farmers  generally  have  cars  of  their  own ;  may  sometimes  hire,  2458 Plan  of  sale 

in  Lunerick  market,  2460.  2466-2468— -^orn  is  always  kiln-dried  in  Limerick  prior  to 

exportation,  2472.  2481 Dampness  of  com  in  Irdftod  attribatidile  to  hunudityof 

the  climate,  2475 r-Objections  which  would  be  felt  in  Ireland  to  the  adoption  of 

measurement  as  a  standara,  !?486-24go — -^Quotations  of  prices  in  Ireland  always  by 

weight,  2496 Clerk  of  the  market  should  be  authorized  to  demand  returns  of  sales 

and  purchases,  2506 From  millers,  distillers  and  brewers  would  be  sufficient,  2^11 

Witness's  objections  to   measure  and   preference  to  weight,  2518 Limenck, 

Kilkenny  and  Waterford  the  best  corn  districts  in  Ireland,  2521 Process  of  pur- 
chasing by  weight  in  Limerick ;  deductions  allowed  from  the  gross  weight,  2530-2539. 

Roche,  fViUiam,  u.  p.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Letter  received  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Limericky  relative  to  the  prei^ent  systeni  of  regulating  the  sale  of  com, 
reouestine  an  alteration  from  the  present  system  or  measure  in  Loudon  to  that  of  weight, 
^900— — Weight  a  better  test  ot  quantity  than  measure;  experiment  in  proof  thereof, 

3960 Uniting  sale  bv  measure  and  sale  by  weight  would  be  a  complex  plan;  either 

would  be  preferable  to  both^  3964 Letter  from  K.  Russell  concerning  the  sy^n^  of 

sale  of  com,  3967. 

Rochester,  Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of, 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  sire  ascertained  for  the  purpose 
of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.p.  39. 

Romford.  Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  of  practices  of  selling  con, 
App.  p.  9. 

Ross.     Manner  of  summoning  witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  thefiarsin 

this  county,  Jpp.  p.  50 ^Statement  of  the  average  annital  value  of  a  victual  stipead  of 

16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App.  p.  56* 

Roxburghshire.    Abstract  from  retums  showing  different  measures  and  weights  used  in 

the  practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Report  from  sheriff  substitute  of  the  different 

customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  in  this  county,  Jpp.p.  37 Manner  of  summoning 

witnesses  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the  fiars  in  this  county,  App.  p.  49 — 
Statepfient  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  loyetra 

prior  to  1829,  in  this  county,  App^p-  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on 

the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars  m  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to 

those  queries,    App.  p.  58 Period  at  which  the  striking  fiars  commenced  in  this 

county,  ApP'P>7Z. 

Roystom.  Retum  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com 
there,  App.  p.S. 

Rutsellf  R.,  Letter  from  R*  Russell,  concerning  the  system  of  sale  of  com,  Roche  3967. 

Ruston;  Thomas.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Jt  would  be  almost  impos;sible  to  substitute 

weight  for  measure  in  the  city  of  London,  3590-3598 Manner  in  whiph  quotations  are 

made  iq  market  circulars ;  there  would  be  no  objecfion  to  expressing  the  wejght  in  iASr 
tion»  3599-3607, 

Ruslon,  William.  (Analysis  of  hi^  Evidence.) — Paymaster  and  collector  of  tlie  city's 
charges  on  corn,  3487-— Nature  of  the  office  of  fellowship  porter,  and  in  what  manner 

they  are  paid,  3488-3494 A  table  of  metage,  8lc.  by  tne  Winchester  measure,  wiih 

addition  tor  imperial  at  the  foot  of  each  scale,  3494 A  bond  is  given  by  the  fellow- 
ship porters,  which  continues  after  they  are  appointed  meters,  8495-73498- — -The 
porters  and  meters  are  obliged  to  deliver  small  quantities  of  corn  between  'Staines  and 
the  Nore,  though  the  amount  of  waterage  for  ]:rutting  them  on  board  may  exceed  tbe 

amount  they  get,  3499r Average  eamings  of  porters  formeriy  and  at  present,  3501 

^Process  of  delivering  com  from  the  vessel,  b6th  as  regards  bulk  and  m  sacks ;  and 

duty  of  the  meter  to  see  justice  done  with  regard  to  measure,  3502-3523 ^Very 

tieldom  pomplaints  of  meters  ^ith  re^rd  to  measiire  ;  deficieacy  in  buU^  is  more  found 
in  Irish  com  than  in  foreign  com,  from  its  being  kiln-dried,  and  will  ge(  damp  again 
when  it  gets  in  bulk,  3524-3538. 

Customary  of  merchants  to  re-measure  com  on  its  arrival  in  the  eranary,  to  ascertain 
the  weight  per  bushel;  manner  in  which  those' facts  are  ascertained  with  Irish  and 

foreign  com,  3539-3555 Neither  test  will  apply  in  case  of  damage  by  sea  during  the 

voyage,  3556-3558 Difficulty  and  expense  that  would  be  incurred  by  substituting 

freight  for  measure  in  London,  3559-3569 Gross  charges  at  Liverpool  are  heavier 

than  in  London,  3571- Manner  in  which,  if  weight  were  substituted  for  measure,  the 

price  of  9orn  would  be  enhanced,  3575-3577 Quantity  of  corii  measurecl  for  the 

^  ^  Customs 
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Ruston,  William.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Customs  by  the  meters,  3577 ^The  buyer  generally  requires  corn  to  be  re-measured, 

though  it  may  have  been  only  measured  a  short  time  previously,  3577-358*2 Indivi- 
dual quotation  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  if  the  state  of  the  day's  market,  3583 Opinion 

that  the  average  prices  are  made  correctly,  3583-3585 ^Manner  in  which  the  meters 

and  fellowship  porters  act  as  a  check  on  each  other  in  the  prevention  of  fraud  in  the 

present  dehvery  of  com  in  the  city  of  London,  3585 Scales  and  weights  musbe 

provided  for  the  meters  on  board  ships,  and  at  wharfs,  on  which  so  much  dependence 
could  not  be  placed  as  on  their  own  measures,  3585. 

Ryder^  Kii2:htHon.  Dudley.     Eictract  from  the  Appendix  to  the  Third  Report  from  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  present  high  price  of  Corn, 

&c. ;  reported  by  the  Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  g  &  23  December  1795,  App.  p.  1 

Fifth  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  present  high  price  of  com,  8cc. ;  reported 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  18th  March  1796,  App.  p.  7. 

Rye.    Return  from  com  inspector  of  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  at, 

App.  p.  9 Return  from  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  the 

port  of,  of  the  mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained,* for  the 

purpose  of  levying  and  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39 Fiar 

prices  of  rye,  for  crop  1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  showing  counties  in  which 
one  or  more  fiars  are  stiuck,  and  manner  of  striking  fiars,  App.  p.  68. 


s. 

Sacks.    Size  of  sacks  in  which  com  is  usually  sent  to  market  in  Norfolk  and  ^Suffolk, 

which  is  as  much  as  could  be  weighed  in  one  draft.  Stead  688-691 Weighmaster 

could  always  tell,  within  a  few  ounces,  the  weight  of  the  sack.  Stead  692, 693 Fur- 
ther evidence  upon  the  accuracy  of  weight  over  measure  in  filling  sacks,  Stead  711-715 

How  far  sacks  should  contain  a  certain  quantity,  Feamside  1196-1202 Sacks  of 

com  varying  in  their  contents  are  more  easily  weighed  than  measured,  Lyon  872-875. 

Sale  of  Cor^: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Diversity  of  System. 

3.  Evi/s  thereof 

4.  Necessity  for  uniformity 'Ond  advantages  thereof. 

5.  Proposed  Methods  ^attaining  Uniformity. 

1.  Generally: 

Course  of  traffic  between  the  different  persons  interested  in  the  sale  of  corn.  Rep. 

jp.  xii. -There  is  no  method  of  selling  corn  prescribed  by  law  for  Great  Britain,  Baa 

311-314^ llie  present  inquiry  will  do  good  in  giving  information  of  local  practices, 

Bais  445 Manner  in  which  sales  of  com  are  effected  between  the  buyer  and  seller, 

without  the  interference  of  a  factor  or  agent,  Feamside  1010 Report  of  the  number  of 

quarters,  and  the  average  price,  of  com  and  grain,  sold  in  the  several  counties  of  England 
and  Wales  (including  towns)  which  govern  duty,  for  week  ending  May  16,  1834,  Dun* 

ievie  1671 Names  of  150  towns  where  grain  is  sold,  distinguishing  those  selling  by 

weight,  by  the  Imperial  measure,  and  by  the  Winchester  measure,  Sandars  2053. 

2.  Diversity  of  System : 

It  is  conducted  upon  three  systems  c<y)trary  to,  and  taken  singly  incompatible  with, 

each  other,  Rep.  p.  vi. Mature  of  the  diversity  in  weight  and  measure,  Cooke  7 In 

what  parts  of  the  kingdom  weight  or  measure,  or  both,  is  used,  Bass  291, 292 Names  of 

the  different  descriptions  of  weights  and  measures,  and  in  what  manner  the  diversities  in 
practice  arise,  Bass  293-299,  Pasley  3232,  IVehb  3360, 335^  3394-4^00,  Fellows  1793- 
1796,  Sandars  2053 Statement  of  the  modes  of  selling  grain  in  Devonshire  and  Corn- 
wall, Bass  522 Com  is  sent  to  London  by  measure,  and  to  the  Humber  by  weight; 

inconvenience  thereof.  Stead  723-727 System  of  sale  practised  at  Hull,  Bristol  and 

Lynn,  Fearttside  1035,  1036 Experiments  made  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 

deviations  to  which  measurement  is  liable,  by  the  different  modes  of  introducing  grain 

into  the  measure,  Anderson  3624,  3625 The  different  practices  in  England  are  all 

reduceable  to  three  principal  standards,  viz.  the  Imperial  bushel,  the  Winchester  bushel, 
and  weight  alone,  Page  1268-1275 Present  different  systems  of  weighing  and  mea- 
suring in  various  parts  of  the  country  should  not  be  disturbed,  Sandars  1545-1548 

Never  found  the  slightest  inconvenience  from  the  existence  of  different  weights  and 
measures,  Sandars  1773 Very  few  complaints  from  parts  where  either  weight  or  mea- 
sure is  used.  Page  2208-2217 Practice  with  respect  to  sale  of  corn  in  the  mar- 
kets of  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  beccles,  Bungay  and  North  Walsham,  Doti^ton  3708 

Production  of  a  map  showing  the  diversities,  and  the  places  where  each  description  is 
used,  Cooke  3890-3894. 
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Sale  of  Com — continued. 

3.  Evils  thereof: 

Great  inconvenience  from  the  diversity  in  the  mode  of  selling  com  throughout  the 
kingdom,  Cooke  5.  8,  Bass  295-299,  401. 403,  444,  Fearmide  1053-1055,  Sandars  2128- 
2130,  Wilson  2660,  2682-2684,  2919,  Blurton  2892,  Craig  3055,  Webb  3368-3365» 
DuFilop  3878-3880,  Page  4029-4050. 

4.  Necessity  for  Uniformity ,  and  advantages  thereof: 

Necessity  for  uniformity  in  weights  and  measures,  Rep.  p.  viii.,  Bass  287.  290.  316, 317. 
668-573-  691-  69^f  Stead  636-638,  743,  744,  Lyon  916.  937-94^,  Fearnside  1055-1062, 
Sandars  1446-1449.  1612,  Dunlevie  1636,  Anderson  3698,  Fellows  1812-1825,  1857- 
1861.  1878-1882,  Sutton  1968,  1969.  2031-2033,  Sandars  2086-2091.  2111-2115, 
Blurton  2850,  Craig  3216,  Webb  3363,  Dcm;son  3712,  Begbie  3850-3862 A  univer- 
sal system  would  more  meet  the  wishes  of  the  trade  tlian  any  other,  Lyon  916.^937-942, 

Fearnside  1055-1062 Reasons  sellers  do  not  complain  of  want  of  uniformity  as  well 

as  purchasers,  Fearnside  1152,  1153 Uniformity  is  desirable,  but  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary," Pog^  1347,  '348-  1427,  1428 Manner  in  which  a  uniform  standarci  would 

ben^t  the  public  by  simplification  of  system,  and  an  equalization  of  prices^  Sandars 
2111-2115. 

5.  Proposed  Methods  of  attaining  Uniformity : 

The  standard  prescribed  should  be  complete  for  its  purposes,  Rep.  p>  ix. Systems 

{proposed  to  be  established ;  the  objects  of  any  system ;  systems  considered  with  re- 
erence  to  those  objects.  Rep.  p.  x. An  insufficient  remedy  may  be  a  benefit  if  it  is 

the  best  that  can  be  obtained,  Bass  494-497 Error  in  system  committed  in  England 

would  be  double  the  consequence  of  an  error  committed  abroad  on  account  of  the  price 

of  com  being  double,  Page  1381-1383 A  uniform  system  should  be  introduced; 

that  system  should  be  weight,  Sandars  1450.  1614,  Duntevie  1665.  1748-1753,  Fellows 

1812-1825,  1857-1861,  Imson  2670-2677 ^The  fairest  mode  of  coming  at  an  average 

by  weight  would  be  to  take  59  lbs.  for  imperial  bushel  as  the  scale  by  which  wheat 
was  to  be  sold,  Sandars  1534 Witness's  opinion  as  to  the  best  method  of  establish- 
ing uniformity  in  the  standard,  Wilson  2669,  Blurton  2918. 

Extract  from  returns  from  com  inspectors  of  the  customs  or  practices  of  Belling  com 
in  their  districts,  viz.  ^'  A  return  from  each  of  the  inspectors  of  com  returns  of  aU  the 
different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  and  other  grain  in  the  district  under  his 
superintendence,  whether  by  the  last,  the  load,  the  bushel,  the  quarter,  the  coomb,  the 
boll,  the  barrel,  the  sack,  the  pound,  or  any  other  denomination  of  weight  or  measure ; 
and  in  the  latter  case,  the  usual  weight  for  every  given  measure  ;  distinguishing  in  all 
cases  whether  the  same  be  sold  net  or  otherwise,  ^pp.  p.  8. 

A  like  return  from  the  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  deputes  or  substitutes,  of  each 
shire  or  stewartry  in  Scotland,  App.  p.  29. 

See  also  Ireland.    Liverpool.    Measure.    Scotland.     Weight.     Weight  and  Measmrc. 

Sale  Tickets.     Nature  of  the  tickets  which  pass  between  factor  and  purchaser,  Fearmide 
986— —Copies  of  Mark-lane  sale  notes  which  are  given  by  the  seller  to  the  purchaser, 

Fearnside  1004-1009 Sale  tickets  are  only  given  in  the  London  market;  contracts  in 

other  markets  are  made  verbally  on  the  spot,  Sandars  2185-2192. 
See  also  Memorandum  of  Contract. 

S€disbury.    The  Winchester  bushel  is  partially  used  therein,  Cooke  6. 

Sample  and  Bulk.    Observations  as  to  disputes  likely  to  arise  from  the  bulk  not  agreeing 

with  the  sample  under  a  combined  system  of  weight  and  measure.  Rep.  xiii.-xv.- ^The 

discovery  of  difference  between  the  sample  and  bulk  according  to  the  new  system, 
would  not  occasion  more  bargains  to  be  thrown  up  than  at  present,  and  would  prevent 

any  attempt  at  fraud,  Bass  367-369 Circumstances  which  make  a  difference  in  the 

weight  between  the  bulk  and  the  samples,  Cooke  3910,  3911 Average  auantity  rf  a 

sample.  Stead  615 Com  in  London  principally  sold  by  sample,  Feanmae  101 1-1013 

In  sample  markets,  the  corn  from  which  the  sample  is  taken  is  not  always  threshed 

out  till  sold.  Page  1276-1279 In  case  of  bulk  not  agreeing  with  sample,  it  is  very 

seldom  sent  back,  hut  sold  where  sent  to,  Sutton  1941-1945 Before  intrin^  value 

can  be  ascertained,  a  sample  must  be  seen,  Blurton  2857 Manner  in  which  disputes 

arise  from  the  bulk  not  greeing  with  the  sample,  Webb  3381 Latitude  that  should  be 

allowed  of  weight  per  bushel  for  the  bulk  agreeing  with  the  sample,  WM  3386-3388 

Samples  sent  from  Ireland  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  which  vary,  but  are  a 

criterion  of  the  description  of  corn  each  shipper  will  ship,  Lyon  793-795. 
See  also  Irish  Corn.    Measure.    Perth  Market.     Weight  and  Measure. 

SandarSf  Joseph.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— -A  corn-merchant  at  Liverpool,  1443, 1444 

Advantages   of  a  unifoim  standard,  1446-1449 Weight  should  be  the  only 

standard,  1450 Weight  less  open  to  fraud  than  measure,  1452 Com  sold  in  the 

Baltic  by  measure,  1453 Tested  by  the  Dutch  scale  of  weight,  1454 Com  sold 

in  the  Baltic  by  the  last,  1457 Wheat  sold  in  Liverpool  by  sack  or  measure  of  7olbs., 

1461 Liverpool  supplied  from  Ireland,  1462 Price  of  Irish  wheat  at  Liverpool, 

1463 
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Sandars,  Francis.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence*) — continued. 

1463 Of  English  wheat,  1464 Mode  in  which  witness  tests  the  quality  of  wheat, 

1468 English  wheat  heavier  than  Irish,  Scotch,  or  Foreign,  1469 Land  injured  for 

growing  wheat  after  it  has  been  used  for  potatoes,  1471 Quality  of  Irish  wheat  much 

improved,  1472 Probable  annual  quantity  of  wheat  imported  into  Liverpool,  1830  to 

1833, 1477 In  Ireland  all  description  of  corn  sold  by  weight,  1479-1481 Witness 

buys  com  from  Ireland  under  contracts  specifying  both  weight  and  measure,  and  by 
sample,  1485-1 495. 

Mode  adopted  at  Liverpool  to  obtain  an  average  measurement  of  corn  for  the  purposes 
of  averages;  dock^ues  and  town-dues,  1608-1513 Process  of  weighing  in  Liver- 
pool, 1516'!— — Measuring  more  expeditious  than  weighing,  1523 The  fairest  mode  of 

coming  at  an  average  by  weight  would  be  to  take  sglbs.  for  imperial  bushel,  as  the  scale 

by  which  wheat  was  to  be  sold,  1534-' Neither  weight  or  measure,  or  both,  can  give 

an  infallible  test  of  the  quality  of  com,  1538-1542 Present  different  systems  of 

weighing  and  measuring  in  various  parts  of  the  country  should  not  be  disturbed,  1545- 
1540'  False  returns  may  be  made  of  the  averages  by  several  sales  of  the  same  corn, 
but  a  person  in  the  trade  could  not  be  deceived,  1556 Fictitious  sales  never  take 

Elace  when  the  dutv  is  high,  1565 Instance  of  great  loss  occasioned  by  an  attempt  to 
uy  up  the  ^ood  wheat,  in  order  to  raise  the  average  price  and  reduce  the  duty,  1570 

Generally  speaking  the  averages  fairly  taken,  1 572-1 574, 

Com  not  frequently  sold  several  times  the  same  day,  and  thus  entered  into  the  averages, 

158a Frauds  may  be  committed  in  measuring,  which  is  a  strong  reason  why  an 

alteration  should  take  place  to  weight,  1584^" Prices  in  London  regulate  the  whole  of 

the  English  markets,  1593 General  reasons  against  altering  the  present  system  of 

weights  and  measures  throughout  the  country,  1603-1611 Uniformity  would  be  pre- 
ferable, provided  no  great  inconvenience  would  result  from  the  change,  1612- If  any 

dianee  should  be  made,  weight  ought  to  be  adopted ;  the  imperial  measure  would  then 

be  always  employed,  1614* Explanations  between  Mr.  Sandars  and  Mr.  Dunlevie, 

1765-1772^ Never  found  the  slightest  inconvenience  from  the  existence  of  different 

weights  and  measures,  1773. 
Sandars,  Francis.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Land  surveyor  and  com-factor  in  Derby, 

2047 Names  of  the  150  towns  were  grain  is  sold,  distinguishing  those  selling  by 

weight,  by  the  Imperial  measure,  and  by  the  Winchester  measure,  2053 — —Com  is  sold 
by  weight  in  the  midland  counties,  as  the  millers  will  only  purchase  in  that  manner, 
2054-2064— -—-Unless  by  a  legislative  enactment  with  penalties,  a  uniform  system  of 

measure  would  not  be  acted  on  in  the  midland  counties,  2065-2069 Reasons  why 

weight  and  measure  combined  do  not  show  qualit^i  2070-2072 Farmers  in  the  mid- 
land counties  do  not  weigh  their  com  to  ascertain  the  quality,  2073-2076 Com  is 

measured  by  the  farmer  when  threshed  at  per  quarter,  2077-2080-^ How  far  it  is 

weighed  or  measured  before  it  is  put  into  the  sack,  2080-2083 ^Necessity  for  unifor- 
mity, which  will  give  the  farmer  an  advantage  over  the  factor,  2086-2091-*— -Advan- 
tage of  weight  over  weight  and  measure,  2092,  2093-— How  averages  should  be  taken 

if  weight  were  the  standard,  2094 Manner  in  which  com  rents  should  be  regulated 

by  averages  on  weight,  2096-2099. 

Manner  in  which  duty  on  weight  should  be  calculated,  2100-2110 Manner  in 

which  a  uniform  standard  would  benefit  the  public,  by  simplification  of  system,  and  an 

equalization  of  prices,  2111-2115 ^Weight  is  less  liable  to  fraud  than  measure,  2117 

In  purchases  by  letter  from  places  selling  by  measure  the  weight  is  mentioned  in  the 

letter,    2118-2123 Inconveniences  arising  from  different  denominations  of  weight 

being  used  in  markets  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  2128-2130 Preference  for  sellmg 

by  a  weight  having  reference  to  measure,  than  by  a  system  of  absolute  weight,  2133- 

2141 Reasons  why  malt  should  be  included  in  any  law  for  the  sale  of  com  ny  weight, 

2142*  21 43-— ^Whether  the  farmer  does  not  in  some  way  take  into  account  weight  per 
measure  in  determining  the  value  of  his  com,  2144-2147 In  what  manner  die  quota- 
tions are  of  use  to  the  farmer,  and  as  to  the  insertion  of  weight  and  price  therein,  2148- 

2178 Manner  in  which  the  Liverpool  market  affects  those  near  it,  2179-2183---^— 

Sale  tickets  are  only  given  in  the  London  market,  2 185-2 192—— Necessity  for  a  uniform 
system  of  selling  by  weight  enforced  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  with  penalties,  2193- 
2199. 
Scales  and  Weights.    Cost  of  different  scales,  beams  and  weigh ts^  and  comparison  between 

different  ones  for  common  purposes.  Stead  617-628 Why  weights  are  less  liable  to 

get  out  of  repair  than  measures.  Stead  633-636. 

Scarbinrmgh.    Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  col- 
lecting duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  4pp»  p.  39. 

Scilly.    Mode  by  whicti  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  cdlecting  duty 
under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  36. 

Scotland,  Sdile  of  Corn  therein.  Corn  is  generally  sold  by  measure  in  Scotland,  except  in  Glas- 
gow, Craig^osS New  measure  is  preferred  in  all  cases  except  for  oats,  Anderson  3651. 

See  also  Sale  of  Com,  2.        Stirling  Jug.         Weight  and  Measure. 

Scots  Pint.    Notes  relating  to  the  standard  Scots  pint,  or  Stirling  jug,  and  the  grain  mea- 
sures derived  from  this  standard,  App.p-  81  • 
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Scott,  Benjamin  Whinnell.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Principal  clerk  to  the  chamber* 

lain  of  London,  3423 Statement  of  the  produce  of  the  metage  of  corn  imported  into 

the  port  of  London,  1829  to  1833,  3424 Statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  board  of 

corn-meters  in  trust  for  the  last  five  years,  to  be  deducted  from  the  above,  3427 

Statement  of  the  water  bailliase  of  corn,  and  groundage  of  vessels  containing  com, 
brought  into  the  port  of  London,  1829  to  1833,3427-- — Of  v?hat  the  board  of  com, 

meters  consists,  3428 Expenses  of  metage,  and  of  collection  of  groundage  and  water 

bailliage  are  to  be  deducted  from  the  gross  produce  of  metage  to  show  the  net  pro- 
duce, 3432. 

Selkirkshire.     Report  from  sherifis  or  others  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com, 

App.  p.  37 Average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior 

to  iH2Q,App.p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  OenersU  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  sinking 

the  fiars,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers,  App.  p.  58. 

Sellers.  If  returns  were  made  by  sellers  in  all  markets,  there  would  be  an  objectioD  to 
having  their  bargains  exposed,  Blurtm  2876,  2877. 

Shaftesbury.    Retum  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  28. 

Sheffield.    Weight  of  the  bushel  used  therein,  Cooke  7 Return  from  com  inspecicff  of 

the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  15. 

Sherborne.    Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  28. 

Sheriffs,  Scotland,  Returns  from  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  deputies  or  substitnies,  of 
each  shire  or  stewartry  in  Scotland,  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  whether  by 
weight  or  measure,  App.  p.  29. 

Sheriff  Courts,  Scotland.  Extract  from  the  Third  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Commis-r 
sioners  on  Uie  Courts  of  Justice^  Scotland,  relative  to  the  duties  of  the  sherifir  courts  in 
striking  fiars,  App.  p.  62 1 

Shipments  of  Com.  Quantity  that  can  be  shipped  by  measurement  in  London  and  Yar- 
mouth in  one  day.  Stead  703-706 ^Terms  on  which  shipments  of  corn  are  usually 

made  from  Ireland,  Calla^han  3969 Possible  thefts  which  may  take  place  from  com 

being  shipped  by  weight  m  Ireland  and  measured  in  London,  Cailaghan  3974'3P79 

Difficulties  which  arise  from  the  different  systems  practised  in  Ireland  and  England,  as 
to  weight  and  measure,  as  regards  security  of  shipments,  Cailaghan  3982-3989. 

Shipmeters.    Shipmeter's  certificate  from  coal-meter's  office,  App.  p.  43.  46 Shipmeter's 

delivery  bill  relative  to  ship  Eliza,  App. p.  44;  relative  to  ship  Asia,  App. p.  47 Roles 

for  the  regulation  of  shipmeters,  App.  p.  44,  45, 47,  48. 

Shropshire.    Weight  of  the  bushel  therein,  Cooke  7. 

Sleqford.    Retum  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com  there,  Jpp.  p.  13, 

Sligo.    Growth  of  wheat  greatly  increased  round  Sligo,  Christian  2373. 

Southampton.    Partial  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6 Return  from 

com  inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  29 

Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty 
under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

South  of  Englafid.    Contents  of  the  load  of  com  in  certain  parts  thereof,  Cooke  5. 

Southwold.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting 
duty  under  Act  9  6eo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Spalding.  One  of  the  places  where  the  Winchester  bushel  is  used,  Cooke  6 — r-Retura 
of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  Jpp.  p.  13. 

SpeciAc  Gravity.    More  flour  is  produced  from  com  of  a  greater  specific  gravity  than  from 

inferior  com.  Rep.  p.  x.,Page  4017 Sale  by  specific  gravity  involves  the  whole  plan 

proposed;  the  returns  might  still  hp  made  by  measure,  Bass  574-577 The  specific 

gravity,  combining  weight  with  quantity,  is  a  test  of  quality,  Cool^  122-125 Specific 

gravity  of  com  is  one  element,  but  not  the  principal,  in  estimating  the  value  of  corn, 
Jjraig  3225,  3226 — • — Best  mode  of  ascertaining  the  specific  gravity  of  grain,  Anderson 

3630 Difference  between  weight  and  specific  gravity,  Anderson  3631. 

iSeealso  Weights  and  Jiieasures. 

Sprif^  Weighing  Machines.  Spring  weighing  machines  not  to  be  depended  upon  for  cor- 
rect weights,  Stead  694-696. 

Staffordshire.    Great  variation  in  the  weight  of  the  nominal  bushel  in  this  county.  Cook  7 

. Parts  of  Staffordshire  in  which  corn  is  almost  invariably  sold  by  weight,  Blurton 

2845,  2846— —Corn  is  always  sold  in  Stafl[ordshire  by  weight,  though  tSere  is  great 
variation  in  the  particular  weights,  Blurton  2925, 2926. 

Standard  of  Weights  and  Measures.     See  Sale  of  Corn.     Weight  and  Measure. 

Stamford.    Retum  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  13. 

Snad, 
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Stead,  Patrick.    (Analjrsis  of  bis  EYidence.)— Corn  merchant  and  maltster  at  Yarmouth^ 

5989  599 There  is  more^^rain  and  flour  exported  from  Yarmouth  than  from  any  other 

port  in  the  world,  601^ Quantity  exported  from  Dantzic,  602 Places  from  which 

London  is  chiefly  supplied,  and  with  what  description  of  grain,  606 Nature  of  the 

memorandum  of  contract  passing  on  the  sale  of  com  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  607-611 
Average  quantity  of  a  farmer^s  sale  at  market,  614 Average  Quantity  of  a  sam- 
pler, 615 ^There  would  be  much  greater  facilities  for  weighing  Uian  measuring  at 

Yarmouth,  616 Cost  of  different  scales,  beams  and  weights,  ana  comparison  between 

different  ones  for  common  purposes,  617-628 Inconvenience  of  the  imperial   flat 

bushel  causes  the  use  of  the  drum  or  knee  bushel,  630,631 Per-centage  of  differ- 
ence that  will  be  made  in  measuring  a  bushel  between  a  skilful  and  an  unskilful  mea- 
surer, 631-634. 

Why  weights  are  less  liable  to  get  out  of  repair  than  measures,  633-636 Differ- 
ence in  the  London  and  Yarmouth  mode  of  filhng  a  bushel,  and  that  of  Ipswich  and 

Lynn,  636-638 Com  can  be  weighed  more  correctly  than  measured ;  what  weight 

would  turn  the  scale  with  24olb8.  and  6olbs.,  639-642 Incompetency  of  team-men 

for  measuring,  corn,  643-649 Manner  in  which  corn  of  the  same  oyality  is  mixed  on 

board  ship,  650-655 Necessity  for  weight  and  measure  combined,  656-659 Great 

convenience  thereof  to  inexperienced  purchasers,  660,  661. 

Greater  value  in  wheat  above  581bs.  the  bushel  than  in  that  under,  662 Why  weight 

more  advantageous  in  the  transit  of  com,  663,  664 ^Weight  more  advantage  to  farm- 
ers in  depositing  corn  in  granaries  in  preventing  fraud,  665 Also  in  giving  farmers 

a  greater  check  upon  their  servants,  606 Nature  of  the  transit  of  com  in  Kent  and 

Essex,  667-675 ^There  would  be  no  more  difficulty  in  selling  com  by  weight  than- 

bullion,  676— Nature  of  frauds  by  watermen,  677,  078 Manner  in  which  weight 

would  cause  detection  of  robbery,  679 Reason  for  not  exercising  the  power  of 

weighing  at  present,  680 Measure  coupled  with  weight  is  useful  as  a  test  of  quality, 

681 If  weight  lUone  were  used,  the  decimal  system  should  be  applied,  682. 

[Second  Examination.] — ^What  system  of  weighing  would  be  best  to  be  used,  684-687 
— —Size  of  sacks  in  which  corn  is  usually  sent  to  market  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  688-691 

Size  of  malt  sacks  in  Manchester,  691 Weighmaster  could  always  tell  within  a  few 

ounces  the  weight  of  the  sack,  692, 693 Spring  weighing  machines  not  to  be  depended 

on,  694-696 — —Preference  of  weight  to  measure  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  697 Letter 

from  Leeds,  showing  the  same  opinion  in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire,  698— —Manner  in 
which  the  London  metage  operates  as  a  great  hardship  and  loss  on  the  maltsters  in  Nor«- 

folk,  699— —Manner  in  which  meters  are  sworn  in  and  paid  at  Yarmouth,  701,  702 

Quantity  that  can  be  shipped  by  measurement  in  London  and  Yarmouth  in  one  day,  703 

-706 Further  advantages  of  weighing  over  measuring  com,  707 By  the  system 

weight  the  middle-men  in  London  would  be  done  away  with,  708. 

Disputes  from  weight  and  measure  contracts,  709 Weighing  com  would  be  as 

great  a  protection  to  l£e  importer  as  the  weighing  coals  has  been,  710 Further  evi- 
dence upon  the  accuracy  of  weight  over  measure  in  filling  sacks,  711-715 Further 

statement  of  the  inaccuracies  which  take  place  in  consequence  of  measurement,  716- 

718 Importations  of  foreign  com  generally  take  place  by  measure,  with  quotations 

by  weight,  719,  720 Howmr  the  London  market  guides  those  of  Nor  folk  and  Suffolk, 

721,  722 Cora  is  sent  to  London  by  measure,  and  to  the  Humber  by  weight ;  incon- 

vtoience  thereof,  723-727 Manner  in  which  calculations  are  made  from  quotations 

as  to  the  most  profitable  market  to  send  com,  728-731 Price  of  cora  is  ascertained 

by  the  Quantity  of  flour  that  can  be  made  from  a  certain  weight  or  measure,  732,  733. 

Weignt  would  be  more  certain  for  striking  the  averages ;  not  nossible  to  amalgamate 

weight  and  measure  in  the  average  returns,  734-739 Why  auty  would  be  collected' 

more  correctly  on  weight  than  according  to  the  present  system,  740,  741 Manner  in 

which  selling  by  weight  affects  the  averages,  742 Advantage  of  having  one  uniform 

mode  of  selhng  com  in  the  country  markets,  743,  744 Manner  in  which  the  sale  of 

com  is  regulated  in  the  Edinburgh  market,  745 More  practicable  to  sell  malt  by 

measure  than  weight,  746-751,  757,  758- — It  is  sold  by  sample,  753 Whether  malt 

affects  the  price  of  barley,  or  flour  the  price  of  wheat  the  most,  754-756 How  Excise 

levy  the  duty  on  malt,  759,  760. 

Value  of  malt  depends  on  the  cleaning,  761 Weight  and  measure  would  not  deter- 
mine the  quality  of  malt  without  seemg  it,  762 Account  of  the  average  annual 

importation  of  grain,  from  1808  to  1826,  upon  which  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don charge  metage,  8cc.,  762 Letter  from  Joseph  Treffry,  of  Plymouth,  in  favour  of 

substituting  weignt  for  measure,  and  to  extend  the  same  principle  to  malt,  762—* 

Doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  weighing  malt,  763-765 Large  farmers  in  Norfolk 

approve  of  the  change  to  weight ;  difficulties  with  small  farmers  might  be  overcome,  764. 

Stirlingshire.    Report  from  sheriff  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com, 

App.  p.  37 Manner  of  summoning  witnesses,  and  receiving  evidence  for  striking  the 

fiars,  App.  p.  50 Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16 

chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  App.  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars,  App.  /?.  54 Abstract  of  answers,  App.  p.  58 — ^ 

Note  relative  to  the  mode  of  striking  fiars  in  the  districts  of  this  county,  Jpp.  p.  72 

Striking  fiars  commenced  in  this  county  in  I737i  App.  p.  73. 
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Stirling  Jug.    Measurement  of  the  Stirling  J "g;  difference  between  witness's  measore- 

ment  and  others,  Anderson  3655 Car^iCity  of  the  Stirling  jog,  as  determined  by  Adam 

Anderson,  l.  l.  d.,  f.  r.  s.  e.,  and  Rector  of  the  Academy  of  Perth,  App.  p.  85 

Notes  relating  to  the  standard  Scots  pint  or  Stirling  jug,  and  the  grain  measures  derived 
from  this  standard,  added  to  observations  of  committee  of  the  Church  Assemblies,  App. 
p.8i. 

Stockton.  Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 
practice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 -Return  from  corn  inspector  of  the  different  cus- 
toms or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  Am.  p.  16 Mode  by  which  the  quantities 

of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  g  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  jipp, 

.  P'  39- 

Stone  weight.  Manner  in  which  stone  weight  repealed  by  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  whidi 
should  not  be  restored,  Wilson  2919-2924,  2927. 

Stoumarket.    Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App. p.ii. 

Stow^n-the-Wold.    Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  24. 

Strickel.  Much  more  fear  of  false  weights  and  scales  thaa  a  false  strickel  in  measuring. 
Page  4059. 

Sudbury.    Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  1 1 . 

Suffolk.    See  London  Market.    Sacks.     Weight. 

SuHwan,  Richard^  M.  p.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Practice  of  selling  com  in  Kilkenny, 

2g4a No  inspectors  in  the  market,  2543'— Average  Quantity  sold  in  the  year, 

3g4g Size  of  farms  in  that  district,  2547 Quality  of  corn,  2549 — — Great  im- 
provement lately,  2550— Great  quantity  is  sold  for  exportation,  2553 For  exporta- 
tion corn  is  kiln-dried,  and  brimstone  used  to  colour  it,  2556 'Mode  of  purchase  at 

the  market ;  measure  not  used,  2561-2566— —No  public  scales  at  Kilkenny,  1571 

Cora  buyers  and  manufacturers  weigh  at  their  stores  or  mills,  2573 Frequent  disputes 

arising  nom  com  being  of  unequal  quality  when  delivered,  2591 ^There  is  no  diversi^ 

of  weights  in  Ireland,  2603. 

Quotations  could  hardly  be  made  more  perfect  than  they  no  w  are  in  Ireland,  2604 

Testing  com  by  measure  would  afford  fiirmers  no  additional  information  with  regard  to 

avoiding  those  difficulties,  2618 Inconveniences  to  farmers  from  the  present  mode 

of  weigning;  value  of  a  uniform  method,  2619 Different  modes  of  weighin^now  in 

use,  2621 Considerable  c^^i^antity  of  flour  exported  from  Ireland,  2629 -England 

and  Ireland  should  be  assimilated  as  much  as  possible  as  to  weights,  2638— Opraioa 
of  witness  as  to  a  possibility  of  a  combined  system  of  weight  ana  measure,  2647. 

Suhkur.  To  a  limited  degree  sulphur  may  be  mixed  with  com  that  is  kiln-dried  in  En^and, 
Jra/mer  3030 ^This  artificial  colour  can  be  easily  detected.  Palmer  3031* 

Sunderland.    Betum  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  Jpp.  p.  17 Mode  by 

which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act 
9  Geo.  4,  c,  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Surrey.    Contents  of  the  load  of  com  therein,  Cooke  5. 

Sutherland.    Report  of  the  different  practices  of  selline  corn,  Jvp.  p.  37 Statement  of 

the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  cnalders,  tor  10  years  prior  to  1829^ 
App.  p.  56. 

Sutton,  James.    ^Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Resident  at  Shardlow,  in  Derbyshire,  1895 

Number  of  boat  loads  of  com  conveyed  by  canals  by  witness,  between  the  Humber 

and  Mersey,  yearly,  1898-1005 Disputes  between  navigators  and  purchasers  in  con- 
sequence of  measurement  have  been  put  an  end  to  by  corn  bein^  carried  by  weight, 

1906-1 922* Greater  expense  to  weieh  than  measure  corn  in  bu&,  1923 Manner 

in  which   inland   transit   improves  the   condition  of  com  in  bulk,    1924-1927 

Manner  in  which  different  descriptions  of  com  are  separated  in  small  and  large  veseds^ 

1928-1935 How  far  damp  corn  increases  in  weight,  but  not  in  weight  per  measure, 

1936-1940— —In  case  of  bulk  not  agreeing  with  sample  it  is  very  seldom  sent  back, 

1941-1945 Frauds  committed  by  watermen,    1946-1958 ^Further  evidence  in 

favour  of  weight  over  measure,  1959-1967 Necessity /  for  uniformity^  1968,  19^ 

2031-2033. 
In  case  of  alteration,  carriage  will  still  take  place  by  weight  on  account  of  the  tonnage 

dues,  1970,  1971.  1980-1986 Evils  of  experienced  motors  being  able  to  take  ad- 

vanta^  of  farmers,  1972-1979 Quotations  are  of  use  to  the  farmer,  but  more  so  if 

they  mcluded  weight,  1987^-1996 Com  in  bulk  is  easier  to  measure,  but  in  sacks 

to  weigh,  1997-2001 If  an  Act  of  Parliament,  combining  weight  and  measure,  were 

made  imperative  by  penalties,  the  majority  would  act  under  it,  2002-2013 Farther 

examination  upon  sale  by  weight  and  measure,  and  with  respect  to  the  transit  of  com, 
2014-2030— Extent  per  quarter  of  advantage  to  be  gained  by  factors  over  farmeni, 
2034-2039. 

Swansea.  Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting 
duty  under  Act  9  Geo,  4,  c.  00,  App.  p.  39. 
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T. 

Trnmitm^    Return  of  practices  of  selling  com,  App*  p.  35. 

Tavistock.    Partial  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6 Abstract  from  returns 

showing  the  different  measures   and   weights  used  in  selling  corn,    Bass  294 

Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  26. 

Team'fnen.    Incompetency  of  team-men  generally  for  measuring  corn.  Stead  643-649. 

Tetbtiry.    Contents  of  the  load   of  com  therein,    Bass  293 Abstract   from  returns 

showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  com^  Bass 
294 Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  24. 

Tewkesbury.'  Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  24. 

Tketford.    Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  12. 

Ih'eshers.    System  of  paying  threshers,  Roche  2454,  Blurion  2867,  Webb  3401. 

Tolls.    Arrangement  of  the  dispute  as  to  tolls  in  Sligo,  Christian  2308. 

Totness.    Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  26. 

Transit  of  Com.  Why  weight  more  advantageous  in  the  transit  of  com.  Stead  663,  664 
^Tature  of  the  transit  of  com  in  Kent  and  Essex,  Stead  667-675 Number  of  boat- 
loads of  com  conveyed  by  canals  by  witness,  between  the  (lumber  and  Mersey,  yeaHy, 

Sutton  1898-1905 Disputes  between  navigators  and  purchasers  in  consequence  of 

measurement  have  been  put  an  end  to  by  com  being  carried  by  weight,  Sutton  1906- 

1922 Manner  in  which  inland  transit  improves  the  condition  of  com  in  bulk,  Sutton 

1924-1927 Manner  in  which  different  descriptions  of  com  are  separated  in  small 

and  large  vessels,  Suttoti  1928-1935 If  uniform  measure  were  to  be  adopted  by 

Parliament,  carriage  would  still  take  place  by  weight  on  account  of  tonnage  dues, 

Sutton  1970,  1971.  1980-1986 Further  examination  with  respect  to  the  transit  of 

corn,  Sutton  2014-2030— —Mode  of  conveying  grain  to  market,  iiocA^  2452.  2458. 

Treffry^  Joseph.  Letter  from  Joseph  Treffry,  of  Plymouth,  to  John  Collier,  Esq.,  m.  p.,  in 
fovour  of  the  sale  of  com  by  weight,  and  to  extend  the  same  principle  to  malt,  Bass 

522,  Stead  762 Suggestions  relating  to  a  plan  for  sale  of  com,  by  Mr.  Treffry, 

Pflrge40i3. 

Truro.    Partial  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6 Abstract  from  retums 

showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return 

of  different  practices  of  selling  coro,  Jpp.p.  ^p 

u. 

Uherstone.  Contents  of  the  load  of  com  therein,  Cooke  5,  Bass  293- — Abstract  from 
retums  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  com, 
Bass  294 ^Rltum  of  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  20. 

Underwriters.    See  Damage  to  Com. 

Uniformity  of  Weights  and  Measures.  Abstract  of  an  Act  pc^sed  in  the  4  &  5  Will.  4, 
c.  49,  intituled  ''  An  Act  to  amend  and  render  inore  effectual  Two  Acts  of  the  5  &  6 


OjBO,  4,  relating  to  weights  and  measures,  App.  p.  98. 
See  Ireland,  2.    SnUeofCom.     Weight  and  measure. 


Uxbridg^e.    Abstract  from  retums  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

Sractice  of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Description  of  the  load  used  at^  Bass  293 
:etum  of  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  Jpp.  p.  8. 

V. 

Vernon,  Hon.  G.  J.  m.p«    Letter  from  Mr.  H.  Dunkin  to  the  Hon.  O.  J.  Vemon,  Cbair* 
man  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Ssde  of  Com,  as  to  whether  weight  or  measure 

iwould  be  the  best  standard,  App,  p.  91-93 Letter  from  Colonel  C.  Pasley  to  Hon. 

6.  J.  Vemon,  1  July  1834,  explaining  part  of  his  evidence,  and  suggesting  weight  and 

measure,  as  in  the  case  of  uovemment  contracts,  Pasley  3254 Letter  from  Mr* 

Fitzsimons,  of  Waterford,  to  the  Hon.  6.  J.  Veropn,  dated  23  April  1834,  >VSS?"^°S 

table  for  sale  of  corn  by  weight  and  measure,  Pcrgf  4014 Letter  from  Mr.  Fitzsimons 

to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vemon,  dated  16  May  1834,  containing  further  suggestions  as  to  sale 

of  com  by  weight  and  measure,  Page  4014- Letter  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Parry,  to  the 

Hon.  G.  J.  Vemon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sale  of  Com,  App.  p.  93 ^Table 

containing  a  comparison  of  the  com  measures  of  different  places,  that  i8,'the  contents  of 
a  single  measure  m  English  cubic  inches,  in  bushels  imperial  measure,  and  in  French 
litres ;   communicated  to  the  Hon.  G.  J.  Vernon,    Chairman  of  the  Committee,  by 
Dr.  KeHy,  ilpp.p.  95. 
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Vichial  Stipend.  Statement  of  the  average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  cbaldcfSy 
for  10  years  prior  to  1829,  in  the  principal  counties  of  Scotland,  App.p.  56. 

w. 

Wak^ld.    Contents  of  the  load  of  com  therein,  Cooke  5,  Ba$$  293 Abstract  from 

returns  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  corn^ 
Bass  294 Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  15. 

Walslum,  North.    Usual  method  of  selling  com  therein,  Cooke  7 Return  from  com 

inspector  of  the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  id. 

Wareham.    Return  of  different  practices  of  seUing  com,  App.  p.  28. 

Warminaer.    The  Winchester  bushel  is  partially  used  therein,  Cboie  6 ^Return  from 

com  inspector  of  different  customs  and  practices  of  selling  com  there,  App.  p.  23. 

Warrin^m.    Mode  of  converting  various  measures  into  the  imperial  measure.  Boss  438 
-Keturn  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  21. 

Water  BaUliage.    Statement  of  the  water-bailliage  of  com,  and  groundage  of  vessels  con- 
taining corn,  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  1829  to  1833,  Scott  3427. 

Watefford.    Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  colkctioD 
duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  40. 

Watermen.    Nature  of  frauds  by  watermen,  Stead  677,  678,  Sutton  1946-1958. 

Watton.    Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  12.  < 

Webb,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Diversities  in  the  mode  of  selling  coro^  both 
weight  and  measure  being  used  in  the  same  market,  and  in  what  counties,  3350,  3351  > 

3363 1>^  ^b&(  manner  the  quotations  in  Mark-lane  affect  the  country  markets, 

9363^~3356 Averages  but  little  attended  to  but  by  3om-factors  and  persons  engaged 

m  transactions  in  bonded  com,  3357 Description  of  table  used  in  the  Burton 

market   to   remedy  the  inconvenience  of  the  diversity  of  weights,   3358-3362 

Necessity  for  uniformity,  3363 Measure,  with  actual  weight  attached,  is  the  best 

means  of  ascertaining  quality,    but  the  sample  must  be  referred  to  to  show  die 

condition,  3363-3368 'Quotations  in  the  public  prints  would  be  more  useful,  if  the 

weight  per  bushel  was  retumed  to  the  inspector,  3369-3371.  3389-3393. 

Weight  simply  is  a  better  test  of  quantity  than  measure,  and  is  less  liable  to  fraud, 

3372-3377 Memorandum  containing  the  particulars  of  bargains,  with  quantity  sold, 

and  actual  weight  per  measure,  is  desirsiole,  but  would  be  objected  to  at  first,  3378, 3379 
Selling  by  measure,  with  a  description  of  weight  per  measure,  would  make  bad 

farmers  more  particular  in  cleaning  their  corn,  3380.  3383-3385 Manner  in  which 

disputes  arise  from  the  bulk  not  agreeing  with  the  sample,   3381 Latitude  that 

^vho^  be  allowed  of  weight  per  bushel  for  tne  bulk  agreeing  with  the  sample,  3386-3388 

-^Examination  upon  the  shape  of  bushel  measure,  3394-3400^ Manner  of  paying 

threshers,  3401 Ji  great  many  farmers  have  only  half  bushels  on  their  premises,  3420 

* Scales  and  weights  more  m  use  by  them  than  formerly,  3403 -Com  is  usually 

measured  into  sacks  by  the  farmers  in  the  midland  counties  after  threshing,  3404-3407 

^ Millers  usually  buy  by  weight,  3408-3410 Weight  being  mentioned  in  the  returns, 

would  either  cause  them  to  he  made  on  estimated  weights,  or  the  retum  delayed  till 

after  the  delivery,  3411-3414 Proposed  standard  of  fixed  weights,  3415 Manner 

in  which  a  system  of  fixed  weights  would  operate  upon  com-rents,  bishops'  leases  and 
college  leases,  3416,  3417. 

Weighing-machine.    Mode  in  which  the  machine  operates,  Gillespy  2938 ^This  machine 

might  be  of  more  use  in  measuring  com,  Gillespy  2939 Witness  has  no  doubt  that  the 

machine,  or  a  machine  of  a  similar  nature,  might  be  made  to  adapt  itself  to  the  craft  that 
bring  com  from  Kent  and  Essex,  Gillespy  2950. 

Weight,  Sale  of  Com  by : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Places  where  used. 

3.  Advantages  thereof. 

4.  Evils  thereof. 

5.  System  of  Weight  proposed  to  be  adopted. 

1.  Generally: 

There  would  be  no  more  difficulty  in  selling  corn  by  weight  than  bullion,  Stetd 

676 Reasons  for  not  exercising  the  power  of  weighing  at  present.  Stead  680 

Corn  cannot  be  sold  solely  by  weight  at  present,  as  the  retum  must  speciiy  measure. 

Fellows  1884-1886 -Other  articles  besides  corn  which  should  be  sold  by  wei^t, 

Wilson  2713. 

See  the  Evidence  of  Bass,  Cooke,  Fearnside,  and  Page ;  also  Retum  from  cora-4nspec- 
tors,  App.  p.  8-37. 

2.  Places  where  used  : 

Grain  is  weighed  out  of  the  vessel  in  London,  Christian  2406 London  the  only  port 

in  England  to  which  light  grain  is  sent.  Christian  2416 Water-bome  grain  is  bought 

and  sold  by  weight  only,  Triton  268a, 

3.   Advantaga 
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WeigfUf  Sale  of  Com  iy— continued. 

3.  Advantages  thereof: 

Very  trifling  advantages,  if  any,  of  weight  alone  over  measure,  Cooke  63,  64,  Jacob 
2835-2838.  2840,  Anderson  3621.  3692- Compelling  farmer  to  weigh  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  him,  Cooke  166-174 Extensive  use  of  weight  over  measure  to  be  accounted 

for  bv  its  superiority,  Ba5«  315.  326"335*  S/ead  639-642.  697,  698.  707,  Pas%  3230 

It  would  be  less*  difficult  to  make  the  alteration  from  measure  to  weight  than  from 

the  Winchester  to  the  Imperial  measure,  Bass  460-462 Com  can  be  weighed  more 

correctly  than  measured  ;  what  weight  would  turn  the  scale  with  240  lbs.  and  60  lbs., 

5/wci  639-642,  Dunlevie  1719,  Sutton  1959-1967,  Wilson  26*78 By  the  system  of 

weight,  the  middle-men  in  London  would  be  done  away  with.  Stead  708 Weight 

is  less  open  to  fraud ;   there  is   not  much  difference    either  in  trouble  or  expense, 

Lyon    893-896,     Feaniside   968-1229 Advantages    of   weight  over    weight    and 

measure,  Scmdars  2092,  2003 ^Weight  is  the  best  indication  of  quality,  Wilson 

2697 Preference  of  weight  singly  over  measure  singly,  Blurton  2855 ►If  weight 

were  prescribed  by  law,  measure  would  eventually  be  abolished,   but   not  the  con- 
trary, Craig  3219-3224 No  uncertainty  experienced  by  practical  men  in  weighing* 

from    the  turn    of  the  scale,    Pasley  3237 ^Weight  simply  is  a   better  test   of 

quantity  than  measure,  and  less  liable  to  fraud,  Webb  3372-3377,  Roche  3760 Quo- 

taton  from  an  article,  by  Dr.  Clarke,  showing  the  preference  of  weight  to  measure, 

Wilson  3739- In  what  manner  weight  being  ^ven  would  make  the  return  of  averages 

more  perfect,  Dowson  3761-^ — For  simplicity  in  mercantile  transactions  it  would  be 
better  if  corn  were  sold  by  weight  at  one  port  as  well  as  another,  Callughan  3980. 

4.  Evils  thereof : 

The  system  of  weight  is  not  complete  in  itself.  Rep.  p.  x. It  will  check  quantity, 

but  not  give  quality.  Rep.  p.  x.,  Cooke  24,  Callaghan  3971 Weight  may  be  less  open 

to  the  chances  of  fraud  than  measure ;  it  can  be  used  vnth  less  trouble  and  costs ;  but  used 

alone  would  not  be  better  than  measure,  Co^ke  42-47 Weight  of  corn  may  change 

even  in  inland  transit,  Lyon  876 Legalizing  weight  in  England  would  cause  great 

confusion  in  foreign  transactions,  and  would  cause  difficulty  in  getting  through  the 

business  of  the  port  of  London,  Page  1318,  1319.  1350-1354, 1355 Quantity  of  corn 

that  would  be  necessary  to  be  weigned  to  test  the  quality,  Page  1424-1426 System 

of  selling  com  by  weight  alone  would  not  be  acceptable  to  Scottish  farmers  or  corn- 
dealers,  Anderson  3678 Weighing  is  the  most  tedious  and  expensive,  Dowson  3769. 

6.  System  of  Weight  proposed  to  be  adopted : 

What  system  of  weighing  would  be  best  to  be  used,  if  weight  adopted,  Stead  684-687 

Proposed  standard  of  weights,  fVebb  3415 ^Weight  might  be  ascertained  by 

weighing  one  bushel  in  ten  quarters;  the  bona  fide  weight  could  not  be  given,  Dowson 
3759. 

See  Averages.  Carriage  of  Com.  Com  Rents.  Corn  Returns.  Decimal  System. 
Farmers.  Foreign  Com.  Fraud.  Holland.  Importers  of  Com.  Ireland,!. 
Liverpool.  Malt.  Measure.  Millers  and  Dealers.  Price  of  Com.  Quotations., 
Robbery.  Sacks.  Scales  and  Weights.  Spring  Weighing  Machine.  IVansit 
of  Com.     Weighing-machine.     Weight  and  Measure.     Yarmouth. 

Weight  and  Measure  : 

1.  Comparison  between  Weight  and  Measure^  as  used  separately. 

2.  Advantages  of  a  combined  System. 

3.  Disadvantages  thereof  particularly  as  regards  Ireland. 

4.  Places  where  combined  System  is  used. 

5.  Compariion  of  Time,  Labour  and  Expense  between  the  combined  System  and 

either  Weight  or  Measure  used  separately. 

6.  Proposed  P  tans  for  introducing  the  combined  System. 

1.  Comparison  between  Weight  and  Measure,  as  used  separately : 
Observations  as  to  whether  weight  or  measure  is  truest  in  itself,  being  used  by  an 

honest  person,  and  in  the  best  way,  Rep. p.  xix. Whether  any  advantage  in  weight 

alone  over  measure.  Rep.  p.  xx. The  combination  of  weight  and  measure  does  not 

practically  resolve  itself  into  a  system  of  weight,  Cooke  11 1-115 Neither  does  it  in- 
troduce a  double  standard ;  the  measure  is  certain,  and  the  weight  of  that  measure 

variable,  Cooke  116-121 ^There  would  be  no  benefit  to  the  fam^ers  from  substituting 

weight  for  measure,  but  there  would  be  in  giving  the  weight  with  the  measure,  Cooke 

145.  150- Principal  ingredient  which  constitutes  the  different  proportions  between 

weight  and  measure  in  corn,  Bass  515-517 Measure  is  the  best  stanaard  for  ascertain- 
ing quantity ;  quality  must  be  tested  by  weight ;  the  two  combined  will  give  the  specific 

gravity.  Page  1280-1287 Preference  for  selling  by  weight  having  reference  to  mea-* 

sure  than  by  a  system  of  absolute  weight,  Sandars  2133-2141 Whether  weight  per 

measure,  or  measure  per  weight,  more  advantageous,  Jacob  2830-2832 Customary 

of  merchants  to  remeasure  corn  on  its  arrival  m  the  granary,  Ruston  3539-3555—; — 
Neither  weight  alone  or  measure  alone  are  sufficient  indication  of  quality  or  quantity^ 

Anderson  3694 Taking  either  weight  or  measure  separately  would  not  afford  a  criterion 

of  the  state  of  the  markets,  Anderson  3701. 
517,  g3  %.  Advantages. 
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Weight  and  Meature-^ontimxed. 

2.  Advaniages  of  a  combined  System : 

Measure  combined  with  a  system  of  weight  per  measure  is  complete  for  its  purpoaea. 

Rep.  p.  X. Answers  to  objections  that  nave  been  raised  against  the  combined  syb- 

tem  of  weisht  and  measure.  Rep.  p.  xi.-zTi. In  estimating  the  quantity  of  flour  that 

will  be  yielded  by  a  given  quantity  of  wheat,  boUi  weight  and  measure  must  be  takea 
into  calculation^  Cooke  51-57 — -*0  pinion  of  corn-dealers,  that  if  weight  is  added  to 
measure,  skill  will  be  of  no  use,  and  any  one  may  buy  com  as  well  as  Uiemftelves, 

Cooke  99 If  weight  were  superadded  to  the  present  system,  the  differaice  between  boHc 

and  sample  would  eJways  be  shown,  Cooke  loa,  175-177. 197-203,  DotwoiisSoy— Omi- 
bined  system  recommended  in  1 796,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Member  for  Berk- 
shire, Cooke  223-227 Manner  in  which  the  proposed  system  would  correct  cheaChig 

instead  of  promoting  it,  Cooke  247-253,  Fearnside  1186-1190,  CooA:e39i2,  Page  ^oisj 

^The  proposed  system  should  extend  to  the  different  kinds  of  com,  but  not  to  hay  <»* 

potatoes,  or  any  produce  sold  by  heaped  measure,  Cooke  261,  262 CombinatioQ  of 

weight  and  measure  would  approach  perfection  as  nearly  as  possible.  Boss  316,  317, 

iS^eaJ  656-659,  Pa^e  1401,  1402.  4028.  4054 ^Extract  from  the  Report  of  a  Sdect 

Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1796,  by  which  Uie  system  or  weight,  or  mea- 
sure regulated  by  weight,  is  recommended,  Bass  404-408— Weight  alone  could  not  be 
used  without  a  positive  standard,  which  would  not  be  the  case  with  weight  and  mea- 
sure, Bass  409-413 Manner  in  which  the  combined  system  would  remedy  irregu- 
larities, Boss  440, 441 Preference  in  favour  of  a  system, of  measure  chedced  by 

weight,  Bass  449-452 Manner  in  which  factors,  farmers  and  the  public  would  be  bene- 
fited by  the  new  system,  Bass^26. 467, 468 ^The  change  of  principle  would  not  be  great 

as  to  the  local  custom  of  either ;  weight  or  measure  would  only  be  to  be  added  to  the  con- 
trary method,  Bass  502-506 Manner  in  which  weight  and  measure  are  confoanded 

with  weight  only,  .^ss  51 1,51 2 ^Measure  coupled  with  weieht  is  useful  as  a  teat  of 

quality.  Stead  GSi,  Anderson  3690 Advantages  of  a  system  of  weight  and  measure  com- 
bined, over  weight  or  measure  alone,  Feamnifej  063-1 074. 1 107-1 1 19. 1154-1162. 1212- 

1222, 511^^0112014-2030,  Dowsan  3795-3797,  Anderson  3936 If  weight  coupled  with 

measure  should  be  adopted,  the  standard  must  be  altered  after  each  harvest.  Fellows  1887- 

i88g No  inconvenience  in  bai^gaining  that  com  shall  weigh  so  much  per  bushel, 

WiUon  2690— —Nothing  incompatible  in  assimilating  a  combined  system  of  selling  by 
weight  and  measure,  frtlson  2734 Selling  by  weight,  or  weight  and  measure  com- 
bined, will  tend  to  improve  quality  of  ^rain,  and  advance  the  interests  of  agriculture^ 
Wilson  2740— There  would  be  an  objection  at  first  to  farmers  and  factors  ^retuming 
weight  per  measure,  but  it  would  not  continue,  Blurton  2883-2885— ^-^kMnbining 
weight  and  measure  is  a  frequent  practice  at  the  out-ports  more  than  in  London,  Pal-^ 

mer  3049 Measure  cannot  be  accurately  rendered  mto  weight  unless  the  weight  per 

bushel  is  stated  ;  rendering  weight  into  measure  is  useless,  unless  the  diversity  of  prac- 
tice is  to  continue,  Craig  3208-3210— —Manner  in  which  weisht  per  measure  is  ascer- 
tained by  weighing  a  small  quantity,  Dunlop  3881-3884-^—^A  combination  cf  weight 
and  measure  determines  two  things,  quality  and  quantity.  Page  4052. 

3.  Disadvantages  of  combined  System^  particularly  as  regards  Ireland: 

General  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  adoption  of  an  improved  system.  Rep.  p.  xi. 

Not  indispensable  to  take  into  &e  account  both  weight  and  measure  in  the  purchase  of  oats 
or  wheat  from  Ireland,  Lyon  811-815 Why  the  combined  system  of  weight  and  mea- 
sure would  not  do  for  free  on  board  sales  from  Ireland,  on  account  of  deterioration  during 

the  voyage,  Lyon  844-853 There  would  be  objection  to  varying  the  present  system  in 

Ireland  for  one  of  weight  and  measure ;  it  must  be  enforced,  Lyon  877-879, 917,  SuUioam 

2647 Weight  of  com  per  measure  need  not  be  ascertained,  except  for  stowage  in 

a  granary  or  a  ship ;  and  that  might  be  better  done  by  the  specific  gravity  of  weight 

per  cubic  foot,  and  not  per  bushel,  Pasley  3239, 3240 Uniting  »ale  by  measure  and 

sale  by  weight  would  be  a  complex  plan ;  either  would  be  preferable  Xo  both,  IS^oche  3964. 

4.  Places  where  combined  System  is  used: 

It  is  employed  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  not  universally,  which  would  be 

an  advantage,  Cooke  187,  188 Manner  in  which  com-4actors,  farmers,  bakers  and 

millers  sell  b^  weight  ana  measure,  Wilson  2684-2701. 

See  the  Evidence  of  Bass,  Cooke,  Fearnside  and  Page.  Return  from  com  inspectors, 
App.  p.  8-37. 

5.  Comparison  of  Time,  Labour  and  Expense  between  the  combined  System,  and 

either  Weight  or  Measure  used  separately : 

Comparison  between  the  systems  of  weight  and  measure.  Rep.  p.  xvi. Oomparison 

as  to  which  occupies  most  time,  weight  or  measure.  Rep.  p.  xix. Which  is  the  most 

laborious.  Rep.  p.  xxi. Which  is  most  expensive,  Kep.  p.  xxi. The  new  syston 

would  not  occasion  much  greater  cost;  it  would  prevent  disputes  and  determine  doubtB, 

Bass  364-366,  fiariMufe  965-967.  1227,  Sutton  1923 If  the  whole  is  measured,  it 

will  only  be  necessary  to  weigh  one  sack  in  ten  or  a  score ;  if  the  whole  is  not  measured 

it  must  be  weighed,  Bass  378-382 -Weight  could  not  be  introduced  into  London  in 

the 
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Weight  and  ilfea5ttre--coDtinued. 

6.  Comparison  of  Time,  Labour,  t^c. — continued, 
the  same  manner  as  into  Ireland  and  Liyerpool,  on  account  of  loss  of  time^  and  conse- 
quent extra  expense,  P(m  1405-1412,  Jacob  2808-2812,  Dudin  3321-3328,    Ru$ton 

3559-3569.  3590-3598.  Dunkin,  Jpp.  p.  Qi ^Weight  is  more  accurate  than  measure, 

and  rather  cheaper,  Craig  3125,  3126.  3210,  3211 Corn  can  be  weighed  something 

more  expeditiously  than  measured;  process  of  weighing 'at  Mr.  Dudin's  wharf,  Horslv- 
dowh,  showing  that  with  skill  there  is  no  necessity  for  shifting  the  weights,  Pasley  3238. 

6.  Proposed  Plans  for  introducing  the  combined  System  : 

Observations  upon  the  proposition  that  the  standard  should  be  measure,  combined  with 

a  standard  scale  of  weights,  Itep.p.  xxiv. Observations  upon  the  proposition  that  the 

standard  should  be  a  combination  of  measure,  with  the  description  of  the  real  weight  per 

measure.  Rep.  p.  xxv. Necessity  of  allowing  the  seller  the  range  of  a  pound  per  bushel 

to  obviate  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  exact  weight,  -6^55370,371 Proposed  regula- 
tions, should  weight  be  prescribed  as  the  standard,  Wilson  2703-2707 Diversity  should 

be  got  rid  of  by  measuring  by  the  cubic  foot,  and  weighing  by  the  commercial  pound,  or 

only  using  the  multiples  of  10,  100,  1000,  Pasley  3236 Manner  in  which  the  change 

from  measure  to  the  combined  system  would  be  best  effected.  Coo/re  3917-^921-3923, 
Page  4056 — —Abstract  of  the  Weight  and  Measure  Act,  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74,  App.  p.  78. 
See  also  Averages.      Bargains.      Chondrometer.      Consumers.      Corn,  1, 2. 3.       Com 

Factors.      Com  Rents.       Duty  on  Com.      Fraud.    Hamburgh.      Imperial  Bushel. 

Imperial  Measure.    Ireland^  2.      Irish  Com.     Legislative  Enactment.      Purchasers. 

Report  of  Committee.     Sale  of  Com. 

Weights.    Scale  of  weights  as  directed  per  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  App.  p.  41. 
See  Customs. 

Wells.    Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  25 Mode  by  which  the 

quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  g  Geo.  4,  c.  60, 
>liy-P-39- 

Westminster  Review.    Extract  from  article  published  by  Dr.  Clarke  in  the  Westminster 
Review,  relative  to  diversities  in  the  use  of  weights  and  measures,  Wilson  2739. 

Weymouth.    Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  collect- 
ing duty  under  Act  9  Qeo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Wheat.    Fiar  prices  of  wheat,  for  crop  of  1828,  in  each  county  in  Scotland,  showing  those 
counties  in  which  one  or  more  fiars  are  struck,  App.  p*  66. 

See  Com,  3.        Exportation.        French  Com  merchants.        Irish  Corn. 

Whitby.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  corn, 

-4pp.  p.  16 Id  ode  by  which  the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for 

collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  ilpp.  p.  39. 

Whitehaven.     One  of  the  places  where  the  Winchester  bushel  is  used,   Cooke  6 

Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures  used  in  the  practice 

of  selling  com,  Bass  294 Uetura  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  ilpp.  p.  18 

Mode  by  which  the  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty 
under  Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Wigan.    Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  21 . 

Wigtonshire.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  selling 

corn,  Bass  294 Report  from  sheriffs  or  Stewarts,  or  their  deputies  or  substitutes,  of 

the  different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  37 Manner  of  summoning 

witnesses,  and  receiving  evidence,  for  strikins;  the  Bars,  ilpp.  p.  50 Statement  of  the 

average  annual  value  of  a  victual  stipend  of  16  chalders,  for  10  years  prior  to  1819, 

ilpp.  p.  56 Queries  made  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  mode  of  striking  the  fiars 

in  this  county,  App.  p.  54 Abstract  of  answers  to  those  queries,  App.  p.  58. 

Wilson,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Glas- 
gow, 2650 Great  inconveniences  occasioned  formerly  by  the  diversity  of  weights  and 

measures,  2660 In  Glasgow  and  Paisley  farmers  sell  their  grain  by  measure  and 

weight  combined,  2661 Difficulties  in  striking  fiars  from  diversity  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, 2664-2668 Witness's  opinion  as  to  the  best  method  of  establishing  uniformity 

in  the  standard,  2669 Weight  would  be  the  best  standard,  2670 ^Chamber  of 

Commerce  think  it  of  great  importance  that  corn  should  be  sold  by  weight,  2670 
Board  of  Agriculture  of  the  same  opinion,  2670 Absolute  weight  should  be  the  stand- 
ard of  quantity ;  comparative  weight  is  best  indication  of  quality,  2677 Weight  more 

accurate  than  measure,  2678— —Farmers,  bakers  and  millers  use  weight  and  measure 

combined,  2684— ""— But  water-bome  grain  by  weight  only,  2682 Wo  inconvenience 

in  bargaining  that  com  shall  weigh  so  much  per  bushel,  2690— -Manner  in  which  quo- 
tations of  pnces  are  made  up  in  Glasgow,  2693. 
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Manner  in  which  corn-factors  and  farmers  sell  by  weight  and  measure  combbed,  2701 

Advisable  regulationsi  should  weight  be  prescribed  as  the  standard,  2703-2707 — . 

Provisions  of  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  sale  of  com  approved  of  by  the  Chamber  of 

Commerce,  2709 Other  articles  besides  com  which  should  be  sold  by  weight,  2713 

Use  of  the  chondrometer  in  testing  com,  2720 Although. witness  recommends 

a  system  of  absolute  weight,  measure  should  not  be  done  away  with  as  a  test,  2730 — 
Witness  would  highly  approve  of  making  the  quotations  or  prices  current  express  tke 

weight  per  measure  of  tne  corn  sold,  2733 Nothing  incompatible  in  assunilatiog 

a  combined  system  of  selling  by  weight  and  measure,  2734 Quotation  from ao  article 

by  Dr.  Clarke,  showing  the  preference  of  weight  to  measure,  3739 Selling  by  weight, 

or  weight  and  measure  combined,  will  tend  greatly  to  improve  the  quality  of  grain,  and 
advance  the  interests  of  agriculture,  2740. 

[Second  Examination.]— Further  evidence  as  to  the  diversities  in  weights  and  mei- 

sures,  2919 Manner  in  which  the  stone  weight  is  repealed  by  Act  5  060.4,0.74, 

which  should  not  be  restored,  2919-2924,  2927. 

Winchester.    Partial  use  of  the  Winchester  bushel  therein,  Cooke  6 Return  of  diflferent 

practices  of  selling  corn,  App.  p.  28. 

Winchester  Bushel.  Difference  in  the  measure  and  diameter  of  the  Winchester  and  Imperial 
bushel;  dimensions  of  other  bushels,  Cooke  208-210,  We66  3394-3400. 

Winchester  Measure.    Places  where  the  old  Winchester  measure  is  still  in  use,  Cooie  6 

^Rule  for  the  conversion  of  Imperial  quantity  and  price  into  Winchester  measure,  and 

vice  versd,  App.  p.  40. 

Wisbech.     Return  of  the  different  prStcticcs  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  10 Mode  by  which 

the  quantities  of  corn  imported  are  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  duty  under 
Act  9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Witnesses.    Manner  in  which  they  are  summoned  and  examined  in  the  different  counties  of 
Scotland,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  the  fiars,  App.  p.  49. 

Wolsmgham.    Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App,  p.  17. 

Wolverhampton.    Weight  of  the  bushel  therein,  Cooke  7. 

Woodbridge.    Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  11 Mode  by 

which  me  quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act 
9  Geo.  4,  c.  60,  App.  p.  39. 

Worcester.    Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and  weights  used  in  the 

practice   of  selling  corn,  Bais  294 Return  of  different  practices  of  selling  com, 

App.  p.  23. 

Wrexham.    Size  of  the  bushel  used  there,  Bass  293 Return  of  different  practices  of 

selling  corn,  App.  p.  23 Abstract  from  returns  showing  the  different  measures  and 

weights  used  in  the  practice  of  selling  com,  Boms  294. 

Yarmouth.    There  is  more  grain  and  flour  exported  from  Yarmouth  than  from  my  other 

port  in  the  world.  Stead  601 ^There  would  be  much  greater  facilities  for  weighine 

than  measuring  at  Yarmouth,  Stead  616 Manner  in  which  meters  are  sworn  in  and 

paid  at  Yarmouth,  Stead  701,  702 Statement  of  com,  malt  and  hops  shipped  coast- 
wise, the  10  last  seasons  at  Yarmouth,  made  from  official  retums,  Dotrsoit  3785 — 

Return  of  the  different  practices  of  selling  com,  App.  p.  11 Mode  by  which  the 

quantities  of  com  imported  are  ascertained  for  collecting  duty  under  Act  9  Geo.  4>c.6o, 
App.p.l^^. 

See  also  Measure.        Sale  of  Com.        Shipping  Com. 

York.    Usual  method  of  selling  wheat  therein,  Cooke  7 Contents  of  the  load  of  com 

therein,  Beiss  293 ^Abstract  from  retums  showing  the  different  weights  and  measures 

used   in  the  practice  of  selling  corn,  Bass  294 Return  from  com  inspector  of  Ac 

different  customs  or  practices  of  selling  corn  there,  App.  p.  14. 

Yorkshire.    Weight  of  the  bushel  therein,  Cooke  7. 
See  Weight. 
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MAP  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND; 

Showing  the  Districts  where  the  different  Systems  of  Selling  Com  prevail. 


The  parts  coloured  green,  are  those  districts  where  measure  prevail.  Those  coloured 
pink,  where  weight  predominates.  The  green  underscored  with  pink,  where  weight  is  used 
with  measure.  The  pink  underscored  with  green,  where  measure  is  used  with  weight.  The 
parts  coloured  btiff',  where  weight  alone  is  used. 

See  Mr.  Layton  Cooke*s  Evidence^  p.  2gg. 


i 


i 


0:13 


0 


I. 

a* 


s  . 


^Digitized  by 


Goo^te 


Ordered  hy  ThcHcuft  qfComm/)n^  Ic  be  "PrtnJUit.  Z^  '^Jt4j^lS34'. 

JaitvtJ oJuiLJjukc  0  Hand  ourdii^S^fts,  Prmtirj. 


S.  A  rrewjntx  th    L  i*h*<^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPOPtT  OM  SAL. El  otCOJR/S, 


Onitred  hy  The  He  tut  ofCcmitvon^  to  bcPru^JUd..  Zd  '^JuI^lSM. 

JcufUJ  cuutL  ukc  G  Hatui  eirdLfS^ns,  TrtnUrJ. 


S.Arr<rw^mji)th  ,  Ltfh/t 


1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 

^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Google 


